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No  one  can  realize  more  vividljr  than  I  do,  that  tlie  History  through  whoso  pages  our 
great-grund-children  will  contemplate  the  momentous  struggle  whereof  this  country  has 
recently  been  and  still  is  the  arena,  will  not  and  t-uunot  now  be  written ;  and  that  its  author 
most  givL'  to  the  patient,  careful,  critical  study  of  innumerable  documents  and  letters,  an 
amount  of  time  and  thought  which  I  could  not  have  commanded,  unless  1  liad  been  able  to  de- 
vote years,  itistcad  of  mouths  only,  to  the  preparation  of  this  volume.  I  know,  at  least,  what 
History  is,  and  how  it  must  be  made;  I  know  how  very  far  tliis  work  must  fall  short  of  the 
lofty  ideaL  If  any  of  my  numerous  fellow-laborers  in  this  field  is  deluded  with  the  notion 
that  he  has  written  the  history  of  our  gigantic  civil  war,  /,  certainly,  am  free  from  like  hallu- 
uination. 

"What  I  have  aimed  to  do,  is  so  to  arrange  the  material  facts,  and  so  to  embody  the  more 
essential  documents,  or  parts  of  documents,  illustrating  those  facts,  that  the  attentive,  intel- 
ligent render  may  learn  from  this  work  not  only  what  were  the  leading  incidents  of  our 
civil  war,  but  its  causes,  incitements,  and  t!ie  inevitable  sequence  whereby  ideas  proved 
the  gi-rm  of  events.  I  believe  the  thoughtful  reader  of  this  volume  can  hanlly  fail  to  see 
that  the  great  struggle  in  which  wo  are  engaged  was  the  unavoidable  result  of  ant:igonisma 
imbedded  in  the  very  nature  of  our  heterogeneous  institutions ; — that  ours  was  indeed  '  an 
irrepressible  conflict,'  which  nxight  have  been  precipitated  or  postponed,  but  could  by  no 
means  have  bet-n  prevented; — that  the  successive  'com prom isci?.'  whereby  it  Avas  so  long 
put  off,  were — however  intended — dejilorable  mistakes,  detrimental  to  our  National  charac- 
ter;— that  we  ought — so  early,  at  least,  as  ISIO — to  have  definitively  and  conclusively  estab- 
lished tlie  right  of  the  constitutional  nuyority  to  shape  our  National  policy  according  to 
their  settled  convictions,  subject  only  to  the  Constitution  as  legally  expounded  and  applied. 
Ha<l  tlje  tniyority  then  stood  firm,  they  would  have  precluded  thu  waste  of  thousands  of 
millions  of  treasure  and  rivers  of  generous  bloo<}. 

I  presnme  this  work  goes  further  back,  and  devotes  more  attention  to  the  remoter,  more 
recondite  causes  of  our  civil  strife,  than  any  rival.  At  all  events,  I  have  aimed  to  give  a  full 
and  fair,  though  necessarily  condensed,  view  of  all  that  impelled  to  our  desperate  struggle. 
I  have  so  often  beard  or  read  this  demurrer — ''You  Abolitionists  begin  with  Secession,  or 
the  bombardment  of  Sumter,  slurring  over  all  that  you  had  done,  through  a  series  of  years, 
to  provoke  the  South  to  hostilities,"  that  I  have  endeavored  to  meet  that  objection  fairly 
and  fully.  If  I  have  failed  to  dig  down  to  the  fotuuhitions.  the  lU^fect  flows  from  lack  of 
capacity  or  deficiency  of  perception  in  the  author ;  for  he  has  intently  purposed  and  aimed 
to  begin  at  the  beginning. 

I  have  made  frequent  and  copious  citations  from  letters,  speeches,  messages,  and  other 
documents,  many  of  which  have  not  tlie  merit  of  rarity;  mainly  because  I  could  only  thus 
present  the  views  of  political  antagonists  in  tertns  which  they  must  recogni/o  and  respect 
as  authentic.  In  an  ago  of  passionate  controversy,  low  are  capable  even  of  stating  im 
opponent's  position  in  language  that  ho  will  admit  to  be  accurate  and  fair.  And  there  are 
thonaands  who  cannot  to-day  realize  that  they  ever  held  opinions  and  aci  cpted  dogmas  to 
which  they  unliesitatingly  subscribe*!  le:js  than  ten  yearsvago.    There  id,  then,  but  one  safe 
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and  jnst  way  to  deal  with  tho  tenets  and  positions  from  time  to  time  held  by  contending 
parties — this,  namely :  to  cite  folly  and  fairly  from  the  '  platforms'  and  other  formal  decla- 
rations of  sentiment  put  forth  \<y  each  ;  or  (in  the  absence  of  the^e)  from  tlie  speeches,  mes- 
Mges,  and  other  ant  licntic  utterances,  of  their  accepted,  recognized  chiefs.  This  I  have  con- 
stantly and  very  freely  done  throiijrhout  this  yolumc.  Regarding  the  progress  of  Opinion 
^  toward  absolute,  universal  justice,  as  the  one  great  end  which  hallows  efibrt  and  recom- 
ponses  sacrifice,  1  have  endeavored  to  set  forth  clearly,  not  oidy  what  my  countrymen,  at 
diffcretit  times,  have  done,  hut  what  the  great  parties  into  which  they  are  or  have  been 
divided  have  believed  and  affirmed,  with  regard  more  especially  to  Unman  Shivery,  and  its 
rights  and  privileges  in  our  Union.  And,  bowerer  imperfectly  my  task  may  have  been 
performed,  I  believe  that  no  preexisting  work  has  so  fVdiy  and  oonsistenUy  exhibited  the 
inflneooes  of  Slairery  in  molding  the  opinions  of  our  people,  as  well  as  in  shaping  the  dea- 
tiniea  of  our  oonntry. 

To  the  Aitnre  historian,  rnndh  will  he  veiT  ea^^  that  now  b  dlffloolt;  aa  mneh  wQl  in  hia 
dagr  be  hioid  which  is  now  obsonre ;  and  he  may  take  for  granted,  and  dispatch  in  a  aen- 
teooe,  tratiia  that  bsnre  now  to  be  established  by  paina-taldog  Teaeareh  and  elaborate  citation. 
But  it  ia  by  the  ftithflil  fulfillment  of  the  dnUes  ineambent  on  os,  his  predecessors,  that  his 
labora  will  be  lightened  and  his  sverraeota  rendered  conelse^  poritave^  and  oorreofc.  Onr 
woik,  well  d<me,  will  render  his  task  eaiy,  while  increadng  the  Talne  of  its  fraits. 

Some  andent  Uatoriana  &vor  their  readera  with  iqieeidiea  of  generala  and  oihieft  to  their 
soldiers  on  the  eve  of  battle,  and  on  other  memorable  occasioiu;  which,  however  oharao' 
teristio  and  fitting,  are  often  of  qnestionable  anthentidty.  Modem  history  draws  on  am- 
pler resources,  and  knows  that  its  materials  are  seldom  apocryphal.  "What  Franklin, 
"Vfashington,  Adams,  Jefferson,  Laurens,  the  Pinckneys,  Marsliall,  Jackson,  Clay,  Calhoun, 
Webster,  etc.,  etc.,  have  from  time  to  time  propounded  as  to  the  nature  and  elements  of  onr 
Federal  pact,  the  right  or  wrong  of  Recession,  tho  extension  or  restriction  of  Slavery  under 
our  National  Hag,  etc.,  etc.,  is  on  record  ;  and  wo  know,  beyond  the  possibility  of  irn-^take, 
its  precise  terms  as  well  as  its  general  purport.  "We  stand,  as  it  were,  in  tlie  iinmodiate 
proRcnco  of  llic  patriot  sages  and  heroes  who  made  us  a  nation,  and  listen  to  tlieir  well- 
weighed  utterances  as  if  they  movc<l  in  life  among  us  to-day.  Xot  to  have  cited  them  in 
exposure  and  condemnation  of  the  novelties  tluit  have  so  fearfully  disturbed  our  peace, 
would  have  been  to  slight  and  ignore  some  of  the  noblest  lessons  ever  given  by  wisdom  and 
virtue  for  the  instmction  and  guidance  of  mankind. 

It  has  been  my  aim  to  recognize  more  fully  than  has  been  nsoal  tiie  legitimate  porition 
and  neoessaxy  Inflnenoe  of  the  Newspaper  Plress  of  onr  day  in  tiie  discussion  and  deeidon 
of  tho  great  and  grave  qnestiona  from  time  to  time  arisbg  among  na.  To-dny,  the  history 
of  oar  ooontry  is  fonnd  recorded  in  the  colnmns  of  her  jovmala  man  ftoDy,  promptly, 
vl^dly*  than  elaewhere.  ICore  and  more  ia  this  beoomhig  the  case  with  other  conntries 
thronghont  the  dvflized  wcrid.  A  histocy  whidi  takes  no  aoconnt  of  what  was  said  by 
the  Press  in  memorable  emergendes  befits  an  earlier  age  than  oors. 

Aa  my  plan  does  not  contemplate  the  hivention  of  any  fiwtB,  I  mnst^  of  coarse,  in  nam* 
ting  tiie  events  of  the  war,  draw  largdy  from  sources  common  to  all  writers  on  this  theme, 
bntaspadally  from  7%»  StMUon  ifsoari  of  Mr.  Frank  Moor^  wherein  thedoeaments  dnd- 
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dating  our  great  straggle  are,  in  good  part,  preserved.  Perhaps  the  events  of  no  former  * 
war  were  ever  so  fully  and  promptly  etnbodied  in  a  single  work  as  are  those  of  our  great 
contest  in  TJie  Record,  which  must  prove  the  generous  fountain  whence  all  future  historians 
of  oor  country  may  draw  at  will.  But  I  am  also  considerably  indebted  to  Mr.  Orvillc  J. 
Victor's  ITutory  of  the  Southern  Sehellion,  wherein  is  embodied  much  valuable,  important, 
and  interesting  material  not  containe<l  in  The  Record.  I  shall  doubtless  appear  to  have 
made  more  use  of  Mr.  Edward  A.  Pollard's  Southern  Il'mtory  of  the  War  ;  which  I  have 
often  cited,  and  shall  continue  to  cite,  for  peculiar  reations.  Its  author  is  so  liot-hended  a 
devotee  of  Slavery  and  the  Rebellion,  that  nothing  which  seems  to  favor  that  side  is  too 
m&n'cloos  for  his  deglutition  ;  so  that,  if  ho  were  told  that  a  single  Confederate  had  con- 
strained a  Union  regiment  to  lay  down  their  arms  and  surrender,  he  would  swallow  it, 
withoQt  scrutiny  or  doubt.  His  work,  therefore,  is  utterly  untrustworthy  as  a  whole  ;  yet, 
in  certain  aspects,  it  has  great  value.  lie  is  so  headlong  and  unquestioning  a  believer  in 
the  Confederacy,  tliat  he  never  dreams  of  concealing  or  disavowing  the  fundamental  ideas 
whereon  it  is  based ;  it  is  precisely  because  it  stands  and  strikes  for  Slavery  that  he  loves 
and  glories  in  the  Confederate  cause.  Then  his  statements  of  the  numbers  engaged  or  of 
the  losses  on  either  side  are  valuable  in  one  aspect:  You  know  that  he  never  overstates 
the  strength  nor  the  losses  of  the  Confederates ;  while  he  seems,  in  some  instances,  to 
have  had  access  to  official  reports  and  other  documents  which  have  not  been  seen  this  side 
of  tlie  Potomac.  Hence  the  use  I  liave  made,  and  sliall  doubtless  continue  to  make,  of 
liis  work.  But  I  trust  that  it  has  been  further  serviceable  to  me,  in  putting  tne  on  my 
guard  against  those  monstrous  exaggerations  of  the  numbers  opposed  to  them  with 
which  weak,  incompetent,  and  worsted  commanders  habitually  excuse,  or  seek  to  cover  up, 
their  failures,  defeats  and  losses. 

I  have  not  found,  and  do  not  expect  to  find,  room  for  biographic  accounts  of  the  gene- 
rals and  otlier  commanders  who  figure  in  our  great  struggle,  whether  those  who  have  hon- 
ored and  blessed  or  those  who  have  betrayed  and  shamed  their  country.  To  have  admit- 
ted these  would  have  been  to  expand  my  work  incvitibly  beyond  the  proscribed  limits. 
Bj  nature  little  inclined  to  man-worship,  and  valuing  individuals  only  as  the  promoters  of 
meamres,  the  exponents  of  ideas,  I  have  dealt  with  personal  careers  only  when  they  clearly 
exhibited  some  phase  of  our  National  character,  elucidated  the  state  of  contemporary  opinion, 
or  palpably  and  powerfully  modified  our  National  destinies.  Thomas  JefTcr.^fon,  Eli  Whit- 
ney, Andrew  Jackson,  Daniel  Webster,  John  C.  Callionn,  Benjamin  Lundy,  Eljjah  P.  Love- 
joy,  John  Brown — men  ditfering  most  widely  in  intellectual  caliber  as  well  as  in  aspira- 
tions, instincts,  convictions,  and  ptirposes — may  fairly  be  regarded  as,  in  their  several 
spheres,  representative  Americans,  each  of  whom  in  some  sense  contributed  to  lay  the 
train  which  we  have  seen  fired  by  the  Secessionists  of  our  day  witli  so  magnificent  a 
pyrotechnic  display,  so  mi^jestic  a  resulting  conflagration;  and  of  these,  accord  in;.'ly,  some 
notion  may  be  acquired  from  the  following  pages;  while,  of  our  generals  and  coniiiiodores, 
the  miniature  Portraits  contained  in  these  volumes,  atnl  the  record  of  their  resjioctive 
achievements,  are  all  that  I  can  give.  So  many  battles,  sieges,  man-hes,  campaigns,  etc., 
remain  to  be  narrated,  that — ample  as  this  work  wouM  seem  to  be.  and  capacious  as  are  its 
pages — a  naked  record  of  the  remaining  events  of  the  war,  especially  should  it  bo  protracted 
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Ibr  a  fbll  year  moiie^  will  ttst  to  the  utmost  mj  power  of  condenaationto  eonclnde  tiie  wotk 

in  another  volume  of  the  generous  amplitude  of  tbia. 

My  subject  naturally  divides  it-^elf  into  two  parts:  I.  How  toe  got  into  (he  War  for  the 
Union;  and  II.  How  we  get  out  of  it.  I  have  respected  this  division  in  my  cast  of  the 
present  M  ork,  and  submit  this  volume  as  a  clear  elucidation  of  the  former  of  tiioatt 
problems,  hoping  to  be  at  least  equally  ^satisfactory  in  my  treatmeut  of  the  latter. 

It  is  the  tank  of  the  historian  to  elinnnato  from  the  million  facts  that  seemed  important 
in  their  day  and  sphere  rospecnvely,  the  two  or  throe  thousand  that  have  an  abiding  and 
general  interest,  presenting  the!*e  in  their  due  proportions,  and  with  their  proper  relativ* 
emphasis.  Any  success  in  this  task  must,  of  course,  be  comparative  and  ai){)roximate ;  and  no 
historical  work  ever  w:is  or  will  be  written  whereof  a  well-informed  and  competent  critic 
might  not  forcibly  say, '  Why  was  this  fact  stated  and  that  omitted  ?  Why  give  a  page  to 
this  oocurrenoe,  and  ignore  that,  which  was  of  at  least  equal  consequenoet  Why  praise  tlia 
aflUerement  of  A,  yet  pass  over  that  of  B,  whioh  was  equally  merittM^ons  and  fanportaatt* 
But,  especdally  in  dealing  with  events  eo  fredi  and  reoent  aa  those  of  oar  great  oontrohlon, 
most  the  historian  aipoae  himself  to  such  striotnres.  Time,  with  its  unerring  perspec- 
tive^ reduces  every  incident  to  its  true  proportions ;  so  that  we  are  no  longer  liable  to  mi»- 
conceptions  and  iqiprehendons  which  were  once  natural  and  all  but  universaL  We  know, 
beyond  question,  that  Braddock*8  deibat  and  death  before  Fort  Dn  Qnesne  had  not  the  im-. 
portance  wluch  they  seemed  to  wear  in  the  eyes  of  thcee  who  heard  of  them  within  the 
month  after  their  oocurrenoe ;  tiiat  Banker  IM,  thongh  tactically  a  defitat,  was  practically  a 
triumph  tothe  arras  of  our  Bevohitioaaiy  fktiiers;  that  the  return  of  Bon^Mule  from  Elba 
exerted  but  little  influence  over  the  destinies  of  Europe,  and  that  little  of  qnestiiHiable  be- 
neficenco ;  and  that  '  fillibusterism,'  so  called,  since  its  first  brilliant  aohievemont  in  wrest- 
ing Texas  frn::i  M .  xico  and  annexing  her  to  this  country,  though  attempting  much,  has 
accomplished  very  little,  toward  the  diffusion  either  of  Freedom  or  Slavery.  And  so,  much 
that  now  seems  of  momentous  consequence  will  doubtless  have  shrunk,  a  century  henoe,  to 
very  moderate  dimensions,  or  perhaps  been  forgotten  altogether. 

Tlie  volume  which  is  to  conclude  this  work  cannot,  of  course,  appear  till  some  time  after 
the  close  of  the  contest ;  and  I  liopo  to  bo  able  to  bestow  upon  it  at  loji^t  double  the  time 
that  I  was  at  liberty  to  devote  to  this.  I  shall  labor  constantly  to  guard  against  Mr,  Pol- 
lard's chief  error — that  of  supposing  that  all  the  heroism,  devotedness,  humanity,  chivalry, 
evinced  in  the  contest,  were  displayed  on  one  side;  all  the  cowardice,  ferocity,  cruelty, 
rapacity,  and  general  dejiravity,  on  the  other.  I  believe  it  to  be  the  trulh,  and  as  sui-li  1 
shall  endeavor  to  show,  that,  while  this  war  has  been  signalized  by  .some  dee<ls  disgraceful 
to  human  nature,  the  general  behavior  of  the  combatants  on  either  side  has  been  calculated 
to  do  honor  even  to  the  men  who,  though  fearfully  misguided,  are  still  our  countrymen, 
and  to  exalt  the  prestige  of  the  American  name. 

That  the  issue  of  this  terrible  oonteet  may  be  such  as  God,  in  'His  inscrutable  wis- 
dom, shall  deem  most  directly  conducive  to  the  progress  of  our  race  in  knowledge^  virtue, 
liberty,  and  consequrat  happmees,  is  not  more  the  iforvent  aspiration,  than  it  is  the  conso* 
Ung  and  ateadlSut  ftith,  of  H.  O. 

ITiw  Ton,  J/wtf  10, 1864. 
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THE  AMERICAN  CONFLICT. 


I. 


OTTR  OOTTNTRT. 


Thb  United  States  of  America, 
whose  independence,  vron  on  tlie 
battle-fields  of  the  Revolution,  was 
tardily  and  reluctantly  conceded  by 
Great  Britain  on  tlie  30th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1782,  contained  at  that  time  a 
population  of  alittle  leas  than  Three 
IfOUona,  of  whom  half  a  million 
were  BlaTee.  This  population  was 
mainly  settled  npon  and  around  the 
bays,  harbors,  and  inlets,  wliich  ir- 
regularly indent  tlie  western  shore  of 
the  Atlantic  Ocean,  for  a  distance 
of  about  a  thousand  miles,  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Penobscot  to  that  of  the 
Altamaha.  .The  extent  of  the  eettie- 
menta  inland  from  the  ooast  majr  have 
averaged  a  hundred  mflee,  althoogh 
there  were  many  points  at  which  the 
primitiFe  forest  still  looked  off  upon 
the  broad  expanse  of  the  ocean. 
Nominally,  and  as  distinguished 
fix>m  those  of  other  civilized  nations, 
the  territories  of  the  Confederation 
stretched  westward  to  the  Mississippi, 
and  northward,  as  now,  to  the  Great 
Lekes,  giving  a  total  area  of  a  little 
more  than  ei|^t  hundred  thousand 
square  miles.  At  several  inviting 
localities,  the  dealings"  wwe  push- 


ed two  or  three  hundred  miles  west- 
ward, to  the  bases  and  more  fertile 
valleys  of  the  eastern  slope  of  the 
Alleghanies ;  and  there  were  three 
or  four  settlements  quite  beyond  that 
formidable  but  not  impassable  barrier, 
main^  in  that  portion  of  Yii^ginia 
which  is  now  the  State  of  Kentucky. 
But,  in  the  absence  of  steam,  of  ca- 
nals, and  even  of  tolerable  highways, 
and  with  the  mouth  of  the  Missis- 
sippi held  and  sealed  by  a  jealous 
and  not  very  friendly  foreign  power, 
the  fertile  valleys  of  tlio  Illinois,  the 
Wabaah,  and  even  pf  the  Ohio  itself, 
were  searoelj  habitable  fbr  dvilized 
communities.  'No  staple  that  their 
pioneer  population  would  be  likely, 
for  many  years,  to  produce,  could  he 
sold  on  the  sea-board  for  the  cost 
of  its  transportation,  even  from  the- 
site  whereon  Cincinnati  has  since 
been  founded  and  built,  much  Ic^s 
from  that  of  Indiana{»olis  or  riiioago. 
The  delicate,  costly  fabrics  of  Europe, 
and  even  of  Asia,  could  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  newest  and  most  iidand* 
settlement  for  a  smaU  fraction  of  the 
price  at  which  they  would  there  be 
eagerly  bought ;  but  w1m»  the. 
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coins  which  the  settlers  had  taken 
with  them  in  their  journey  of  emi- 
gration liad  been  Exhausted,  there 
was  nothin":  left  wherewith  to  pay 
for  tliese  co.stlv  kuxuries ;  and  debt, 
embarrassment,  bankruptcy,  were  the 
inevitable  results,  A  people  clothed 
in  skins,  living  on  the  products  of  the 
oha8#  ttid  the  BpontaneouB  abtmd- 
ance  of  natnrei  mig^t  maintoin  ex- 
istence and  a  rade  social  oi^ganization 
amid  tlic  forests  and  on  the  prairies 
of  the  Great  Valley ;  any  other  must 
have  experienced  striking  alterna- 
tions of  factitious  prosperity  and  uni- 
vereal  dirf.trt'ss  ;  seeing  its  villarres  and 
commercial  doputs  rise,  flourisii,  and 
decay,  after  tbe  manner  of  Jonah's 
gourd,  and  its  rural  populatimi  eon- 
stanilj  hunted  by  debt  and  diaartar 
to  new  and  stiU  newer  locations. 
The  Great  West  of  to-day  om  its 
nnequaled  growth  and  progress, 
its  ])opulation,  productiveness,  and 
wealth,  ])rimarily,  to  the  I'raraers  of 
the  Feiloral  Constitution,  by  which 
its  development  was  rendered  possi- 
ble; bnt  more  immediately  and  pal- 
pably to  the  sagacity  andstetesman- 
ahip  of  ^M^erson,  the  porohaser  of 
Louisiana ;  to  the  genina  of  Fitch  and 
Folton,  the  projector  and  achiever, 
respectively,  of  steam-navigation ;  to 
De  Witt  Clinton,  the  early,  unswerv- 
ing, and  successful  champion  of  artifi- 
cial inland  navigation  ;  and  to  Henry 


tive  ckaflkp&m  of  the  divenifiDBtion 
of  our  Kadtoal  Industry  through  the 
Protection  of  Home  ManufiMitureB. 

The  difficulties  which  surrounded 
the  infancy  and  iinpeded  the  growth 
of  the  thirteen  original  or  Atlantic 
States,  were  less  formidable,  but  kin- 
dred, and  not  loss  real.  Our  fathers 
emerged  Irom  their  arduous,  protract- 


ed,  desolating  Revolutionary  stmg>^ 
gle,  rich,  indeed,  in  hope,  but  poor  in 
worldly  goods.  Tlieir  country  had, 
for  seven  years,  been  traversed  and 
wasted  by  contending  armies,  almost 
from  end  to  end.  Cities  and  villages 
had  been  laid  in  ashes.  Habitations 
had  been  deserted  and  left  to  decay. 
Farms,  stripped  of  their  fences,  and 
deserted  by  their  owners,  had  fer 
years  produced  only  weeds.  Camp 
fevers,  with  the  hardships  and  pri- 
vations of  war,  liad  destroyed  many 
more  than  tlic  pword  :  and  all  alike 
liad  been  subtracti'd  from  the  most 
etfective  and  valual»le  part  of  a  pop- 
ulation, always,  as  yet,  quite  inade- 
quate. Cripples  and  iuTalids,  mehm- 
dioly  mementoes  of  the  yet  leoent 
struggle^  abounded^  in  every  village 
and  townahip.  Habits  of  industry 
had  been  unsettled  and  destroyed  by 
the  anxieties  and  uncertainties  of 
war.  The  gold  and  silver  of  ante- 
revolutionary  da\  s  had  crossed  the 
ocean  in  exchange  lor  anus  and 
munitions.  The  Continental  paper, 
which  fiv  a  time  mote  than  supplied 
(in  Tolume)  its  place,  had  become 
utterly  wortiUess.  In  the  absence  of 
a  tariif,  which  the  Confederate  Cosr 
grees  lacked  power  to  impose^  our 
port?,  immediately  after  peace,  were 
glutted  with  foreign  Inxnrios — gew- 
gaws which  our  ]»eoplo  were  eager 
enough  to  buy,  but  for  which  they 


Clay,  the  eminent,  eloquent,  and  eli'cc-  soon  found  themselves  utterly  unable 


to  pay.  They  were  almost  exclusively 
an  agricultural  people,  and  their 
prodnctB^  save  only  Tobacco  and  In- 
digo, were  not  wanted  by  the  Old 
World,  and  found  but  a  very  restrict" 
ed  and  inconsiderable  market  even 
in  the  West  Indies,  whose  trade  was 
closely  monopolized  by  tlic  nations 
to  which  they  respectively  belonged. 
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Indian  Com  and  FotatoeB,  the  two 
priaeipal  edibles  fivwhieh  tlw  poor 
of  the  Old  Wodd  we  laigely  indebt- 
ed to  America,  'were  consumed  to  a 
very  limited  extent,  and  not  at  all 
imported,  by  the  people  of  tlio  eastern 
lieniisphere.  The  wlieat-producing 
capatuty  of  our  soil,  at  first  unsur- 
passed, was  soon  exhausted  by  the 
unakiUfiil  end  thriftleBB  coltiTation  of 
the  Eighteenth  Oentuy.  Though 
one-third  of  the  labor  of  the  conntry 
was  probably  devoted  to  the  cutting 
<tf  timber,  the  aze-helve  was  but  a 
pudding-stick;  while  the  plow  was 
a  rude  ^itructure  of  wood,  clumsily 
pointed  and  .shielded  with  inm.  A 
thousand  bushels  of  corn  (maize)  are 
now  grown  on  our  western  prairies  at 
ft  cost  of  fewer  days'  labor  than  were 
required  Sat  the  prodnotioa  of  a  hun- 
dred in  New  Y<Mrk  or  New  England 
eighty  yeara  ago.  And,  though  the 
settlements  of  that  day  were  nearly 
all  within  a  hundred  miles  of  tide- 
water,,the  cost  of  transportinf^  bulky 
staples,  for  even  that  distance,  over 
the  execrable  roads  that  then  existed, 
was  about  equal  to  the  present  charge 
f&r  transportation  fiw  Illinois  to 
Kew  York.  Indnstry  was  paralyzed 
by  the  absence  or  uncertainty  of  mar- 
kets, IdlenesB  tempted  to  dianpation, 
of  which  the  tumult  and  excitement 
of  civil  war  had  lon^  been  the  schooL 
TTnquestionably,  the  moral  condition 
of  our  jjeople  hud  sadly  deteriorated 
throiipfh  the  course  of  the  Revolution. 
IiiU'iuperance  had  extended  its  rav- 
ages; profanity  and  licentiousness 
had  gvciapiead  Hie  land;  a  ooaree 
and  eeofflng  infidelity  had  beoome 

*  "That  spirit  of  freedom,  which,  at  tho  com- 
menceawnt  of  this  content,  would  have  gladly 
eacrifloed  eTerj  thii^  to  tho  attaimnent  of  iit 
object,  haa  long  riaos  rabsided,  and  aveqr  mV- 
itfi  ynriM  hM  tte  ta  ihet.  It  is  no«  lha 


ftehionable,  even  in  high  quartera; 
and  the  letten  of  Washington*  and 
Ids  compatriots  bear  testimony  to  the 

wide-spread  prevalence  of  venality 
and  corruption,  even  while  the  great 
issue  of  independence  or  subjugation 
was  still  undecided. 

The  return  of  peace,  though  it 
arrested  the  calamities,  tho  miseries, 
and  the  deaolaliona  of  war,  was  &r 
from  nahwing  ia  tiiat  halcyon  state 
of  univeraal  prosperity  Mid  haypinoii 
which  had  been  fondly  and  sangnine- 
ly  anticipated.  Thousands  were  su^ 
denly  deprived  by  it  of  their  ac- 
customed employment  and  means  of 
subsistence,  and  were  unable  at  onco 
to  replace  them.  Those  accepted 
though  precarious  avenuea  to  fame 
and  fiMtune,  ^  which  tiiey  had  found 
at  least  oompetenoe,  were  instantly 
clofled,  and  no  new  ones  seemed  to 
open  before  them.  In  the  absence 
of  aught  that  could,  with  justice,  be 
termed  a  currencv,  Trade  and  Biisi- 
ness  were  even  more  depressed  than 
Industry.  Ooninierce  and  Navigation, 
unlettered  by  legislative  restriction, 
ought  to  hove  been,  or  ought  aoon  to 
have  become,  most  flourishing,  if  the 
dicta  of  ihe  worid'a  aooepted  politieal 
economists  had  been  sound ;  but  the 
facts  were  deplorably  at  variance  with 
their  inculcations.  Trade,  emanci- 
pated from  the  vexatious  trammels 
of  the  custom-house  marker  and 
ganger,  fell  tangled  and  prostrate 
in  the  toils  of  the  usurer  and  the 
sherili'.  Tho  common  people,  writh- 
ing under  the  intolerable  preflsnre  of 
debt,  for  which  no  meana  of  payment 
ezistod,  were  continually  prompting 


piihhc  but  private  interest  which  hiflaenoaattn 
generality  of  mankind,  nor  cjin  tho  Amarioaos 
anj  lourar  boast  of  ao  exception.'* — Waghmff' 
fuft  UUer  h  Bmrv  LaunM,  JvSj  10  (1182). 
"Shoddy,*  it  aaami,  dates  Mragrbaok  of  186L 
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their  legit^latora  to  authorize  and  di-  ! 
rect  tliose  ba.seless  issues  of  irredceni-  i 
able  paper  money,  by  which  a  tem- 
porary relief  is  achieved,  at  the  cust 
of  more  pervading  and  kie  enrable 
disorderB.  In  the  year  1786,  the 
le^slature  of  TXew  Hampehirc,  then 
Bitting  at  Exeter,  was  snrroundeil,  <  ■  i- 
dently  by  preconcert,  by  a  gathering 
of  angrv  and  desperate  men,  intent 
on  overaxWng  it  into  an  authorization 
of  BiK'li  an  issue.  In  1786,  the  famous 
bha\  6's  Insurrection  occurred  ill  west- 
em  HafisachnsettB,  wheiwn  fifteen 
hundred  men,  stnng  to  madness  by 
tiie  snow-shower  of  writs  to  which 
ihej  could  not  rcs]>ond,  and  execu- 
tions which  they  had  no  means  of 
Batisfrinir,  undertook  to  relieve  them- 
selves from  intoleral>le^  infestation, 
and  save  their  families  from  being 
turned  into  the  highways,  by  dis- 
persing the  courts  and  arresting  the 
enforcement  of  legal  process  alto- 
gedier.  That  the  searboard  dties, 
depending  entirely  on  foreign  oomr 
meroe,  neither  mannfiMstnring  them- 
selves, nor  having  any  other  than 
foreicm  fabrics  to  dispose  of,  should 
participate  in  the  general  suffering, 
and  earnestly  sean  the  political  and 
social  horizon  in  quest  of  sources  and 
conditions  of  comprehensive  and  en- 
during reli^was  inevitable.  And 
ihns  indnstrial  paralyris,  oomniercial 
embarrassment,  and  political  disordor, 
combined  to  overbear  inveterate  pre- 
judice, sectional  jealousy,  and  the 
nnil)iti<)n  of  loeal  magnates,  in  cre- 
ating that  mnre  ]»erfcct  Union,  where- 
of the  foundations  were  laid  and  tlic 
pilhii-s  erected  by  Washington,  liam- 
ilton,  Franklin,  Madison,  and  their 
compeers,  in  the  Convention  which 
framed  the  Federal  Constitution.' 
Yet  it  would  not  be  just  to  dose 


!  this  hasty  and  casual  glance  at  our 
eountrv,  under  tlio  old  federation, 
without  noting  some  features  which 
tend  to  relieve  the  darkness  of  the 
picture.  The  abundance  and  exeelr 
lenoe  of  the  timber,  which  still  cover- 
ed at  least  two>ihirds  of  the  area  of 
the  then  States,  enabled  the  common 
people  to  supply  themselves  with 
habitations,  whicli,  however  rude  and 
uncomely,  were  more  substantial  and 
comfortable  than  those  possessed  by 
the  masses  of  any  other  country  on 
earth.  The  luxuriant  and  onmiprea* 
ent  forests  were  likewise  the  sources 
of  cheap  and  ample  supplies  of  fbel, 
whereby  the  severity  of  our  northm 
winters  was  mitigated, and  the  warm, 
l)ri<jht  fireside  of  even  the  humblest 
family,  in  the  hmg  winter  evenings 
of  our  latitude,  rendered  centers  of 
cheer  and  enjoyment.  Social  inter- 
course was  more  general,  less  formal, 
more  hearty,  more  valued,  than  at 
present  FHendshipe  were  warmer 
and  deeper.  Relationship,  by  blood 
or  by  marriage,  was  more  profoundly 
regarded.  Men  were  not  ashamed 
to  own  that  they  loved  tlieir  cousins 
better  than  tlieir  other  neighbors, 
and  their  lu  iirliliors  better  than 
the  rest  of  mankind.  To  spend  a 
month,  in  the  dead  of  winter,  in  a 
vint  to  the  dear  old  homestead,  and 
in  intevelianges  of  affectionate  greet- 
ings with  brothers  and  sisters,  mar- 
ried and  settled  at  distances  of 
twenty  to  fifty  miles  apart,  was  not 
deemed  an  absolute  waste  of  time, 
nor  even  an  experiment  on  fraternal 
eivilitv  and  hospitalitv.  And,thouL'h 
cultivation  was  fur  less  eliective  than 
now,  it  must  not  be  inferred  that  food 
was  scanty  or  hupger  predominant. 
The  woods  were  idive  with  game, 
and  nearly  every  boyand  man  be> 
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tween  iifteen  and  sixty  years  uf  age 
'was  ft  hunter.  The  larger  and  smaller 
jWm,  as  yet  nnobstmcted  by  the 
dams  and  wheels  of  the  cottoa-qnn- 
ner  and  power-loom  weaver^  abound- 
ed in  exoelleat  iiah,  and  at  aeasons 
fairlv  gwarmed  with  them.  The 
potato,  usually  planted  in  the  vege- 
table iiittld  left  \>y  rt  cently  extermi- 
nated I'orestc.,  yiekk'd  its  edibk'  tubers 
with  a  bounteous  profusion  unknown 
to  the  hnsbandr  J  of  our  day.  Hills 
the  most  granitic  and  apparently 
sterile,  team  which  the  wood  was 
bomed  one  ifaaon^  would,  the  next 
year,  produce  any  grain  in  ample 
measure,  and  at  a  moderate  cost  of 
labor  and  care.  Ahnost  every  farm- 
er's house  was  a  liive,  wiiereiii  the 
*  great  wheel'  and  tiie  '  little  wheel' 
— the  former  kept  in  motion  by  the 
hands  and  &et  of  all  the  danghten 
tan  yean  old  and  npward,  the  latter 
plied  by  their  not  lees  indnstrions 
mother — ^hummed  and  whirled  from 
morning  till  ni^it.  In  the  back 
room,  or  some  convenient  appendage, 
the  loom  responded  day  by  day  to 
the  mt)vements  of  the  busy  shuttle, 
whereby  the  tieeces  of  the  farmer's 
flock  and  the  flax  of  his  field  were 
dowly  bat  steadily  oonverted  into 
sabstantial  though  homely  doth, 
•oflicient  for  the  annnal  wear  of  the 
ftmily,  and  often  with  something 
over  to  exchange  at  the  neighboring 

^  *  *•  Vagjibonda,  witboat  riaiUe  property  or 
foertioa,  are  pUced  in  workhooSM^  irhtn  thqr 
tre  veil  dothed,  fed,  lod):cd,  and  made  to  labor. 

Xf  :t:ly  ti  c  sjime  ini  thod  of  providing  for  tlio 
poor  prevoilfl  thronj?:!i  all  tho  States ;  and,  fmm 
EaTaanah  to  PortMnouth,  you  will  seldom  meet 
a  befri^r.  la  tho  lanjef  tovna,  indeed,  tliej 
aometimea  pment  dienuwlTee.  Tlieae  are 
u.-ii.illy  forei^iors  wlio  h;tvo  never  obtained  u 
e«ulement  in  any  pari.'-li.  I  never  saw  a  native 
American  bpgging  in  tlie  Rtrects  or  highwuvR. 
A  salift'stcnce  is  easily  gained  her© :  and  if,  by 
misfortunes,  they  are  thrown  on  tto  charities  of 
tbo  worid, tiMMprarided  hf  tlieir own coontiy 
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merchant's  for  his  groceries  and 
wans.  A  few  bushels  of  eom,  a  few 
sheep,  a  fettened  steer,  with,  perhaps, 
a  few  Bsw-lo^  or  loads  of  hoop-poles, 

made  up  the  annual  surplus  of  the 
hosbandman^s  products,  helping  to 
square  accounts  with  tlic  blacksmith, 
th^  wheelwright,  the  minister,  and 
the  lawyer,  if  tlie  farmer  were  so  un- 
fortunate as  to  have  any  dealings 
with  the  latter  personage.  His  life, 
during  peace,  was  passed  in  a  nar- 
rower ronnd  than  onrs,  and  may  well 
seem  to  ns  tame,  limited,  monot- 
onoos;  bnt  the  sun  whidk  warmed 
him  was  identical  with  oufs;  the 
breezes  wliicli  rcfrcslied  him  were 
like  those  wc  gladly  welcome ;  and, 
while  his  road  to  mill  and  to  meeting 
was  longer  and  rougher  than  those 
we  daily  traverse,  he  doubtless  passed 
them  unvezed  by  apprehensions  of  a 
niorting  loeomotiTe^  at  least  as  oon- 
tmted  as  we,  and  with  small  suspi- 
cion of  his  ill-fortune  in  having  been 
born  in  the  Eighteenth  instead  of  the 
Nineteenth  Century.' 

The  illusion  that  the  times  that  . 
were  are  better  than  those  tliat  are, 
has  probably  pervaded  all  ages.  Yet 
a  passionately  earnest  assertion,  which 
many  of  ns  have  heard  from  the  lips 
of  the  old  men  of  thirty  to  fifty  yeam 
ago,  that  the  days  of  their  youth 
were  sweeter  and  happier  than  those 
we  have  known,  will  doubtless  justify 

are  so  comfortable  and  so  ortain,  that  fhe^ 
nerer  think  of  relincraiahin^  them  to  beeomt 
itrolling  beggars.     Tbeir  iitnatton,  too,  when 

sil  k,  in  the  fimily  of  a  good  farm(>r,  where  every 
memU-r  is  anxious  to  do  them  kind  ofUocn,  where 
they  are  visited  by  all  the  neiglibors,  who  bring 
them  little  rarities  wtuoh  tbmr  sickly  appetites 
mny  crave,  and  who  take  by  rotation  tiw  nightly 
watch  ove  r  them,  wlicn  their  condition  requires 
it,  Ls,  without  comparison,  better  than  is  a  general 
hoepltal,  where  the  sick,  the  dyhig;  and  the  daa^ 
are  crammed  together  in  the  same  raoraB»  and 
often  in  tho  same  beds."— Jf.^»«im'«  Kotat  «• 
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in  believing  that  ihej  were  Ij  no 
intolenble.  It  is  not  too 
much  to  asflume  that  the  men  by 
whotjc  valor  and  virtiio  American  in- 
dependence was  achieved,  and  who 
lived  to  enjoy,  for  half  a  century 
thereafter,  the  gratitude  oi'  their 
oonntry,  and  the  honest  pride  (tf  their 
ohfldren,  ntw'  wealth  as  fiurij  dis- 
tributed, and  the  labor  of  freemen 
as  adequately  rewarded,  as  those  of 
almost  any  otiier  oonnlaj  or  of  any 
previous  generation 


live  stock,  and  nearly  two  hundred 
and  fifty  millions'  worth  of  imple- 
ments and  machinerv'.  The  value  of 
animals  annuallv  slaughtered  was  re- 
turned  at  over  two  hundred  millions 
of  dollars.  The  annual  product  of 
Wheat  was  mure  than  one  hundred 
and  seventy  ndOioiis  of  bnshels^  with 
an  equal  (juuutity  of  Oats,  and  more 
than  eight  hnndrad  millions  of  bosh- 
els  of  Indian  Com.  Of  Tobacco,  our 
annual  prodtict  was  more  than  four 
hundred  million^  of  pounds;  and  of 


Eighty  years  had  not  passed  since  Rice,  nearly  two  millions.  Of  "NVool, 
the  acknowledgment  of  our  inde-  our  annual  clii)  was  over  sixty  mil- 


pendence,  when  the  returns  of  the 


lions  of  2)outKl.s,  and  our  consumption 


Eighth  Decennial  Oensus  afforded  us  probably  double  that  amount.  Of 
the  means  of  measuring  oar  conn-  ginned  Cotton,  ready  ibr  market,  our 


try's  growth  and  physical  progress 
during  neariy  its  whole  national  his* 
lory.  The  retrospect  and  the  pros- 
]>ect  might  well  minister  to  the  j^ride 


product  was  abont  one  million  of 
tuns,  or  more  than  Five  Millions  of 
bales  of  four  hundred  pounds  each. 
Four  lunidrt  d  and  sixtv  millions  of 


(though  tliat  were  needless)  of  a  pa-  '  pounds  of  l>utter,  and  one  hnudi-ed 
triotic  apostle  of 'manifest  destiny/  and  live  millions  of  ])"nn(ls  of  (Jhce>e, 
During  those  eiglity  years,  or  within  '  were  likewise  returned  as  our  aggro- 
the  memory  of  many  still  living,  the  gate  product  ibr  the  year  1859.  We 
area  of  onr  coontiy  had  been  ex- 1  made  in  that  year  three  hundred  and 
panded,  by  sneoessiTe  and,  in  good  \  forty  millions  of  pounds  of  Sugar, 


part,  peaoeftir  aoquisitioiis^  from 
Eight  Hundred  Thousand  to  about 
Three  MiUitms  of  square  miles.  Its 
population,  excluding  the  Aboriginal 
savages,  had  increased  from  Throe  to 
more  than  Thirtv  Millions.  Of  its 
two  thousand  millions  of  acres  of  drv 
land,  ^bout  five  hundred  millions  had 
been  divided  into  ftrms;  leaving 
three-fourths  of  its  surfooe  as  yet  un- 
imptoved,  though  but  in  part  unap- 
propriated. Its  farms  were  officially 
e-^tii(iat<'d  as  worth  six  thousand  six 
hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars, 
and  were  doubtless  actually  worth 
not  less  than  Ten  Thousand  trillions 
of  dollars.  On  these  farms  were  over 
eleven  hundred  millions'  worth  of 


and  more  than  twenty-five  milliona 

of  gallons  of  Molasses.  And,  beaidB 
consuming  all  this,  with  twen^-fiv6 
millions  of  pounds  of  home-made 
Honey,  we  iuij)orted  from  abroad  to 
the  value  of  over  thirty-six  millions 
of  dollars.  We  dragged  from  our 
forests,  not  including  fuel.  Timber 
valued  at  more  than  Kinety-three 
MiUions  of  dollars.  We  made  Flour 
to  the  value  of  Two  Hundred  Mil- 
lions. We  manufactured  over  fifty- 
five  millions'  worth  of  Cotton  into 
fahries,  worth  one  hundred  and 
fifteen  niillitms  of  drdlars,  l)e>ide  im- 
porting largely  fn^m  aliroa<l.  Wo 
fabricated  over  eighty  millions  of 
pounds  of  Wool,  costing  forty  mil- 
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lions  of  dollars,  into  sixty-eight  nifl- 
lions'  worth  of  goods,  though  import- 
ing nearly  all  our  &ier  woolen 
fiibriea.  We  j^rodnced  Bixtj-three 
uiillioiu'  worth  o^  Leatiher;  ei^t 
hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand 
tuns  uf  Pig  Iron,  worth  twenty  mil- 
lions of  dollars ;  four  hundred  thou- 
sand tuns  of  Wrought  Iron,  worth 
iweiityone  millions;  and  Agricul- 
tural Implements  to  the  value  of 
seventeen  ndllionB.  The  grand 
total  of  Mano&etoraB^  retnmed  by 
this  Cemoi^  amonnted  In  value  to 
One  Thonaand  Nine  Ilundred  Mil- 
lions—an increaae  of  forty-five  per 
cent,  witliiii  ton  years.  Our  Exports, 
for  the  year  endinjij  in  lS(jO,  amounted 
to  a  little  more  than  Four  Ilundred 
Miilioub  of  dollars,  whereof  all  hut 
Twenty-eeven  Millions  were  of  do- 
mestio  prodnetion.  Onr  Imports 
were  a  little  over  Thiee  Hondied 
and  Sixty  Millions.  Of  Gold  and 
Silver,  we  exported,  in  that  year, 
nearly  fifty-seven  millions  of  dollars, 
and  imported  about  eight  millions 
and  a  half;  indicating  tliat  ours  had 
btcome  one  of  the  great  gold-pro- 
ducing countries  on  earth,  if  not  the 
very  greatest  The  unmber  of  ocean 
voyages  termiBating  in  our  ports 
doling  the  year  ending  June  80, 
1861,  was  Twenty-two  Thousand,  leas 
forty;  their  aggregate  tannage  a 
little  more  than  seven  millions  two 
hundred  and  forty  thousand — more 
than  two-thirds  of  it  American. 
About  fifty  thousand  churches,  with 
forty  thousand  clergymen ;  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-nine  OoUeges,  having 
one  thoosand  six  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-ei(^tr  teachers  and  tweafy-eeven 
tiionsand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
oue  pupils;  six  thousand  and  eighty- 
five  Aeademins  and  Phvate  Schools^ 


S8 

with  twelve  thousand  two  hundred 
and  sixty  teachas  and  two  hundred 
and  sixty-three  ^usand  and  ninely- 
six  pupils;   eighty  thousand  nine 

hundred  and  seventy-eight  Conunon 
Schools,  with  three  millions  three 
hundred  and  fifty-four  thousand  and 
eleven  pupils;  three  liundrcd  and 
eighty-six  Daily  Xewspajjers,  circulat- 
ing in  the  aggregate  one  million  four 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  thousand 
foor  hundred  and  thirty-five  copies; 
one  hundred  and  forfy-six  Tri- 
Weekly  and  Semi-Weeldy,  and  three 
thousand  one  himdred  and  fifly-three 
Weekly  journals,  circulating  seven 
millions  five  hundred  and  sixtv-tonr 
thousand  three  hundred  and  four- 
teen coi)ies ;  witli  nineteen  Quarter- 
lies, five  hundred  and  twenty-one 
Literary,  and  two  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-one Beligious  periodicals,  mainly 
issued  weekly,  sufficiently  attest  that 
our  progress  had  not  been  purely 
physical,  but  intellectual  and  moral 
as  well. 

The  temptation  to  increa.se  these 
citations  from  the  Census  is  one  hard 
to  resist.  Yet  any  multi})lication  of 
details  would  teud  rather  to  confuse 
lhan  to  deepen  their  impreasion  on 
the  mind  of  ^  general  reader.  Let 
it  suffice,  then,  in  conclusion,  that  the 
-Beal  and  Personal  Estate  of  our 
people,  whidi  in  1850  was  returned 
as  of  the  aggregate  value  of  a  little 
over  Seven  Tliousand  Millions  of 
dollars,  was,  in  18<><),  returned  as 
worth  over  Sixteen  Tliousand  Mil- 
lions— an  increase  in  ten  years  ot 
more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  per  cent.  It  is  quite  probable 
that  both  these  aggregates  are  largely 
under  the  truth;  but,  conceding 
their  accuracy,  it  is  perfectly  safd 
to  assume  that  Fifteen  of  the  Six- 
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teen  Thousand  Millions  of  property  World  by  tiie  industry,  enterprise, 
returned  in  1860  had  been  created  and  thrift  of  our  people  during  the 
and  added  to  the  wealth  of  the   eighty  preceding  years. 


n. 

SLAVERY  BEFORE  THE  REVOLUTIOK. 


YicE,  whether  individual  or  gene- 
ral, is  ever  conceived  in  darkness  and 
^  cradled  in  obscurity.  It  challenges 
observation  only  in  its  hardy  matu- 
rity and  conscious  strength.  Slavery 
is  older  than  Civilization — older  than 
History.  Its  origin  is  commonly  re- 
ferred to  war — to  the  captivity  of  the 
vanquished,  and  to  the  thrift  and 
clemency  of  the  victor,  who  learns 
by  experience  that  the  gratification 
of  killing  his  prisoner  is  transient, 
while  the  profit  of  sparing  him  for 
servitude  is  enduring ;  and  thus,  in 
rude  ages,  not  merely  the  vanquished 
warriors,  but  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren, their  dependents  and  subjects, 
were  accounted  legitimate  "spoils 
of  victory,"  along  with  the  lands, 
houses,  flocks  and  herds,  the  goods 
and  chattels  of  the  conquered  people. 
"  "Woe  to  the  conquered !"  is  the  pri- 
mary rule  of  savage  and  of  barbarian 
warfare ;  and  the  captivity  of  the 
Jews  in  Babylon,  the  destruction  by 
Rome  of  Capua,  of  Carthage,  and  of 
other  cities  and  peoples  which  had 
provoked  her  special  enmity,  prove 
that  nations  which  regarded  them- 
selves as  far  advanced  in  civilization, 
were  hardly  more  merciful  than  sav- 
ages, when  maddened  by  fear  and 
hate.  War  wastes  and  devastates. 
The  earth,  plowed  however  deeply 
with  cannon-wheels,  yields  uncertain 


harvests;  yet  armies  and  their  de- 
pendents must  be  fed.  Rapacity,  as 
well  as  destruction,  seems  almost  in- 
separable from  war.  The  soldier, 
impelled  to  destroy  for  his  chiefs  or 
his  country's  sake,  soon  learns  to  save 
and  appropriate  for  his  own.  The 
natural  and  necessary  distinction  be- 
i  tween  'mine'  and  'thine'  becomes 
j  in  his  mind  confused,  if  not  obliter- 
ated. The  right  of  every  one  to  tlie 
product  of  his  own  labor  is  one  which 
his  vocation  incites,  and  even  com- 
pels, him  to  disregard.  To  enslave 
those  whom,  whether  combatants  or 
otherwise,  he  might  justifiably  kill, 
appears  to  him  rather  an  act  of  hu- 
manity than  of  injustice  and  wrong. 
Hence,  the  warlike,  conquering, 
dominating  races  of  antiquity  almost 
universally  rejoiced,  when  at  their 
acme  of  power  and  greatness,  in  the 
lX)esession  of  innumerable  slaves.  ( 

Slavery  of  a  mild  and.  gentle 
typo  may  very  well  have  grown  up 
insensibly,  even  in  the  absence  of 
war.  The  patriarch  has  shelter  and 
food,  with  employment  for  various 
capacities ;  and  his  stronghold,  if  he 
be  stationary,  or  his  tents,  if  he  be 
nomadic,  become  the  refuge  of  the 
unfortunate  and  the  destitute  from 
the  region  around  him.  The  aban- 
doned wife,  the  un  wedded  motlier, 
the  crippled  or  infirm  of  either  sex, 
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ik0  tender  orphan,  and  the  ont-wom, 
seedy  prodigal,  betake  themselves  to 
his  lodge,  and  hnmbly  solicit  his  per- 
niissiuii  to  earn  bread  and  shelter  bv 
tending  his  flocks  and  lierds,  or  hy 
any  other  service  to  which  their  ca- 
pacities are  adequate.  Some  are  ac- 
eepted  fiwm  motiTes  of  thrift;  others 
Qoder  the  impulse  of  charity ;  and 
the  greater  portion  of  either  dass, 
eznltiiig  in  their  escape  from  hunger, 
oold,  and  nakedness,  gladly  remain 
through  life.  Marriages  are  formed 
among  them  and  children  are  horn, 
who  grow  up  adepts  in  the  labor  tlie 
patrituvJi  requires  of  them,  contented 
with  their  station,  and  ignorant  of 
the  world  outside  of  his  posses- 
aona.  If  his  cbenniBtasioeB  require 
a  military  force,  he  oiganizes  it  of 
*  servants  born  in  hia  household.' 
His  possesftions  steadily  increase,  and 

>he  becomeii  in  time  a  feudal  chieftain, 
ruling  over  vassals  proud  of  his  emi- 
nence and  docile  to  his  will.  Thus 
it  has  been  justly  remarked  that  the 
oondition  of  Slaveiyhasever  preceded 
the  laws  by  whidi  it  ia  ultimately 
regulated;  and  it  is  not  without 
pUusibility  that  its  champions  have 
contended  for  it  as^a  natural  form  of 
eociety — a  normal  development  of 
the  nece-sarv  association  of  Capital 

•  with  Labor  in  Man's  progress  from 
rude  ignorance  and  want  to  abund- 
ance, refinement,  and  luxury. 

But  Slavery,  primarily  considered, 
haa  stiU  another  aspect — ^that  of  a 
natural  relation  of  rimpUeity  to  eon- 1 
ning,  of  ignotanoe  to  knowledge,  of 
weakness  to  power.  Thomas  Car- 
lyle,'  before  his  luelan^-holy  decline 
and  fall  into  devil-worship,  truly  ob- 
served, that  the  ca})ital  mistake  of  i 
Bob  lioy  was  his  failure  to  compre- 


hend that  it  was  cheaper  to  hoy  the 

beef  he  required  in  the  grass-market 
at  Glasgow  than  to  obtain  it  with- 
out price,  by  harrying  the  lowland 
farms.  So  the  first  man  who  ever 
imbibed  or  conceived  the  fatal  delu- 
sion that  it  wad  more  advantageous 
to  him,  or  to  any  human  being,  to 
procure  whatever  his  necessitieB  or 
his  appetites  required  by^dress^d 
scheming  than  by  honest  work — ^by 
the  unrequited  rather  than  the  fairly 
and  faithfully  recompensed  toil  of  liis 
fellow-creatures — was,  in  essence  and 
in  heart,  a  slaveholder,  and  only 
awaited  oppurt  unity  to  become  one 
in  deed  and  practice.  And  this  sin- 
gle truth,  operating  upon  the  infinite 
varieties  of  human  eiqpaeity  and  cul- 
ture, suffices  to  account  for  the  uni- 
versality of  slaveholding  in  the  ante- 
Christian  ages,  for  its  tenacity  of  life, 
and  for  the  extreme  ditlicultv  of 
even  its  partial  eradication.  The  an- 
cients, while  they  a])j)rehended,  per- 
haps adequately,  the  bitterness  of 
bondage,  which  many  of  them  had 
experien<sed|  do  not  aeem  to  have 
pereeived  so  vividly  the  correspond* 
ing  evils  of  slaveholding.  They  saw 
that  end  of  the  chain  which  encircled 
the  ankle  of  the  bondman  ;  they  do 
not  seem  to  have  so  clearly  perceived 
that  the  other  lay  heavily  across  thei 
throat  of  even  his  sleeping  master. 
Homer — if  we  may  take  Pope's  word 
for  it — observed  that 

"  JoTO  fixed  it  certain,  that  whatever  day  i 
Ifakcs  man  a  slave,  takes  half  liis  worth  away;"  ' 

but  that  the  slaveholding  relation  ef- 
fected an  equal  discount  on  the  value 
of  the  master  appears  to  have  es(  a})ed 
I  him.  It  is  none  the  less  true,  how- 
ever, that  ancient  civilization,  in  its 
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various  national  developments,  was 
Labitiially  corrupted,  debauched, 
and  ultimatelj  ruined,  by  Slavery, 
wliieh  rendered  labor  dishonorable, 
and  divided  society  horizon  tally  into 
ft  small  caste  of  the  wealthy,  edn- 
eated,  refined,  and  independeiit,  and 
a  vast  hungry,  eensual,  thrifUefls,  and 
worthless  populace ;  rendered  impos- 
sible the  preservation  of  republkian 
liberty  and  of  legjilized  equality,  even 
among  the  nominally  free.  Dioge- 
nes, with  his  lantern,  might  have 
vainly  looked,  through  many  a  long 
day,  among  the  followers  of  Marius, 
or  Oatilioe,  or  ORsar,  for  a  sped- 
men  of  ihe  poor  bat  Tirtnons  and 
self-respeodng  Roman  dtuten  of 
the  days  of  GmoinnatuB,  or  even  of 
Regulus,  3 

Tlic  Slavery  of  antiquity  survived 
the  religions,  the  ideas,  the  polities, 
and  even  the  empires,  in  which  it  had 
its  origin.  It  should  have  been  abol- 
ished, with  gladiatorial  combats  and 
other  moral  abominationa,  on  the 
aooeasion  of  Ohiiatianity  to  recog- 
nized snpremacy  over  the  Boman 
world;  but  the  rimple  and  sublime 
doctrine  of  Jesus  and  his  disciples,  of 
Paul  and  the  Apostles,  had  ere  tliis 
been  grievously  corrupted  and  per- 
verted. ^The  subtleties  of  Greek 
Bpeonlation,tiiepomp  and  pride  of  im- 
\  penal  Some,  had  already  commenced 
'  drawing  the  Church  inaenalbly  fur- 
ther and  further  away  from  its  divine 
Bonroe.^  A  robed  and  mitered  eccle 
siasticism,  treacherous  to  humanity 


courtly  Felix  tremble.   The  prelates 

of  the  lately  persecuted  Church  were 
the  favored  companions  and  coun- 
selors— too  often,  alas!  the  courtiers 
also — of  Emperors  and  Cajsars ;  but 


they  seldom  improved  or  risked  their 
^reat  opportunity  to.  demand  obe-' 
dienoe^  in  all  cases,  to  the  dietatea  of 
the  Golden  Bnle.)  The  Church  had 

become  an  Qstato  above  the  people; 
and  their  just  complaints  of  the  op- 
pressions and  inhumanities  of  tho 
powerful  were  not  often  breathed 
into  its  reluctant  ears.  White  Sla- 
very gradually  wore  out,  or  faded 
out;  but  it  was  not  grappled 
with  and  crushed  as  it  should  have 
been.  The  Daik  ^^^^ges,  justly  so 
called,  are  still  quite  dark  enough ; 
but  sufficient  hg^t  has  been  shed 
upon  them  to  assure  us  that  the 
accord  of  priest  and  noble  was  com- 
plete, and  that  serf  and  peasant* 
groaned  and  suH'ered  beneath  theirj 
iron  sway. 

The  invention  of  Fiinting,  the  dis- 
covery of  America,  iSke  Protestant 
Reformation,  the  decline  and  &11  of 
Feudalism,  gradually  changed  the 
condition  and  brightened  the  pros- 
pect of  the  masses.  Ancient  Slavery 
was  dead  ;  modem  Serfdom  was  sub- 
stantially confined  to  cold  and  bar- 
barous Kussia;  but  African  Slavery 
— tlie  slavery  of  heatlien  n^roes — 
had  been  revived,  or  rBintroduoed,  on 
the  northern  coast  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean, by  Moofish  traders^  about  the 


Tenth  Qnttniy,  and  began  to  make^ 
and  truckling  to  power,  had  usurped  |  its  way  among  Spanish  and  Portu- 


thc  place  of  that  austere,  intrepid 
s]>irit  wliich  opeidy  i  e])uked  the  guilt 
of  regal,  volui>tuous  llerod,  and  made 


guese  Christians  somewhere  near  the 

middle  of  the  Fifteenth.' 

The  great  name  of  Columbus  is 


"  "  Id  the  year  990,  Moorish  m«rchaiit8  fh>tn 
tiwBictwrf  ooast  flint  reached  ^  cities  of  Ni- 
gritia,  and  pptabliHhpd  an  uninforniiited  ex- 
cbaage  of  Saracea  and  Europcua  luxuhoa  for 


the  gold  and  slaves  of  Central  Africa." — Ban- 
cro/fi  Butory  of  the  UniUd  States,  vol  1,  p. 
165. 

*'  The  Portugoose  are  next  in  the  market.  Aa> 
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indelibly  soiled  and  Btained  by  his 
undeniable  and  oonspiciioiiB  implioa- 
tu»i  In  tiie  eiulaTeinent  of  the  Ahori- 
ginee  of  this  oontmeat,  so  improperly 
termed  Indums.  Within  two  years 
after  his  great  diBcovery,  before  he 
had  set  foot  on  the  continent,  he  wa.^ 
concerned  in  Boizirii?  some  scores  of  i 
natives,  carrying  tliem  to  Spjiin,  and  ; 
Belling  tht'in  there  a.s  slaves.*  His 
example  was  extensively  followed. 
The  fieioe  lust  for  gold,  which  in- 
flamed the  early  adventurers  on  his 
track,  incited  the  meet  xecklesB, 
shameless  disr^ard  of  the  rights  and 
hap<  ;  n  s  of  a  harmless  and  guileless 
people, whose  very  helplessness  should 
have  been  their  defense.*  Forced  to 
hunt  incessantly  for  gold,  and  to 
minister  in  every  way  to  the  imj>eri- 
ons  appetite.s  of  their  stranger  tyrants,  i 
fhey  found  in  speedy  death  thdr  only  ' 
relief  from  intolerable  anflbring.  In 
a  few  yean,  but  a  miaerable  lemnaot 
remained.  And  now  the  western 
coast  of  Africa  was  thrown  open  to 
leplace  them  by  a  race  more  indura- 
ted to  hardship,  toil,  and  sufi'ering.' 


Beligion  was  speciously  inyoirad  to 
cover  this  new  atrocity  with  her 
broad  mantle,  under  the  plea  of  re- 
lieving the  Indians  from  a  servitade, 

which  they  had  already  escaped 
through  the  gate  of  death.  But, 
though  the  Papacy  was  earnestly  im- 
portuned to  lend  its  sanction  to  this 
de\'ice,  and  tliongh  its  compliance 
has  been  stout ly  asserted,  and  was 
long  widely  believed,  the  charge  rests 
upon  no  evidence,  is  squarely  denied, 
and  has  been  silenUy  abandoned. 
For  once,  at  least,  avarice  and  cmelty 
have  been  nnabls  to  gain  a  sacer- 
dotal sanction,  and  compelled  to  fall 
back  in  good  order  upon  Canaan  and 
Ilam.*  But,  even  without  benefit  of 
clerg}',  Negro  Slavery,  once  introduc- 
ed, rapidly,  tiiougli  thinly,  over^]n•o;ul 
the  whole  va.st  area  of  Spanish  and 
I^ortuguese  America,  with  Dutch  and 
French  Ghiiana  and  the  West  India 
Islands;  and  the  African  slave^ade 
was,  fbr  two  or  three  centuries,  the  ^ 
most_Iucrative^  though  most  abhor-  , 
rent,  traffic  pursued  by  or  known  to 
mankind.^  It  was  the  subject  of 


I  Gonzaloii,  "who  had  bmtipht  some  Moorish 
into  Portugal,  was  oommandod  to  rcloaae 
tttem.  He  did  bo;  and  tiM  Moors  gave  hnn,  n 

their  ransom,  not  p(M,  bnt  lUick  Mrn-rs  with 
cur  If  d  hair.    Thus  negro  slaves  camo  into  Ku- 

"In  1444,  Spaia  also  took  part  in  the  traffl& 
The  historfaa  of  lier  uaritime  disooveries  eren 

d  f  «r  her  the  unenriable  distinction  of  hav- 
ing aiitici{^ttit.?d  the  Portugftiose  in  introducing 
aegroea  Into  Europe."— /Im/.,  p.  166. 

>*' Cokunboa  bimaelf  did  not  escape  the  stain. 
Inriarfnir  flv*  Irandred  iwttve  AmarioMMj  be 
Bont  t:-.r:ii  ro  Spain,  that  tbflj Bli|^  be  pOUklj 
sold  at  fscvillo." — /bid, 

«  **Ib  180S,  the  generaoe  laebelft  oomtnanded 
the  L'hemtion  of  the  Indian.*)  hold  in  bondage  in 
hi  r  F.un>peaa  p<<.s<e««ionH.  Yet  her  native 
bv-ncTolenco  extt-iuicd  net  to  tlie  Moors,  whose 
valor  bad  been  puniabed  by  alaveiy,  nor  to  the 
AfHoaaa;  aoderen  bercompaarion  fivtheNew 
WotUwaebllta  transient  feeling,  which  rnlipvc  H 
tibe  miaerabla  who  are  in  sight,  not  the  dehbera- 
tion  of  a  Ju5t  priiicipl«i"--JtaMn!^«  AML  K 
ToL  i,  p.  128. 


*  "It  was  not  La3  Casns  who  first  sugprested 
the  plan  of  transporting  African  alaves  to  His* 
paniola;  Spaidab  slaveholdera,  as  they  einlgi*> 
ted,  wen  aoooupeoiad  bf  tbair  MgfoeiJ"-^ 

Ibid,  * 

*  "  Even  the  voluptuous  Leo  X.  declared  tiiat 
'not  the  Christian  religion  only,  bnt  natore  herC 
self,  cries  out  against  ttie  state  of  SlaTery.*  And 

Paul  III.,  iu  two  Ropnrale  briefs,  improoated  a 
curse  on  the  Kuropeans  who  would  enslave  In« 
diana,  or  any  other  daaa  of  men."— iN&,  p.  ITS. 

'Upon  the  sup<ro-Jtion  of  Las  Casa.sin  favor  of 
nei^<K>s  for  American  slaves,  in  contradiction  to 
the  Indians,  negiwe begsn tobe pocved into tfa* 
West  Indies. 

"  It  had  been  proposed  to  aloir  ftiir  <br  eadi 
eniicrant.  Pehberate  calctiL-ition  fixed  fho 
mittiU  r  estwniod  necessary  at  four  thousand. 
That  very  year  in  which  Charles  V.  saile<l  Avith 
a  powerful  expedition  against  Tunis,  to  attack 
the  pfratwof  theBsibaiyOlalBS^aiidtoeaMtnct' 

pate  rhr'-^tin:!  pkvr'q  in  Africa,  be  gBTO  SlllCpeili 
legal  saucUuu  tu  Lhu  Aixican  Blave4nMle.'*— iMt| 
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gainful  and  jealous  monopolies,  and 
its  pnjfits  were  greedily  shared  by 
philosophers,  statesmen,  and  kings.* 
When,  in  1607,  the  liret  abid- 
ing English  colony — ^Virginia — was 
founded  on  the  Atlantic  coast  of 
what  is  now  our  country,  Negro 
SUvevy,  based  on  the  African  slave- 
trade,  was  more  than  a  eentuiy  old 
throughout  Sp;ini>li  and  Portugaese 
America,  and  so  liud  already  acquired 
the  stability  and  rtspectability  of  an 
institution.'  It  was  nearly  half  a 
century  old  in  the  British  West  In- 
dies.  Spanish,  Dutch,  Portuguese, 
and  Britkh  vesseb  and  trading  com- 
panies^ Tied  with  each  other  for  the 
gains  to  be  speedily  acquired  by 
pnrdiasing,  or  kidnapping,  young 
negroes  on  the  coast  of  Guinea,  and 
selling  thcni  in  the  American  colonies 
of  their  own  and  otlicr  nations.  The 
early  colonists  of  Virginia  wore 
mainly  adventurers  of  an  unusually 
bad  type— bankrupt  prodigals,  gen- 
teel spendthrift  and  incorrigible 
profligates,  many  of  whom  bad  left 
their  native  country  for  that  country's 
good,  in  obedience  to  the  urgent  per- 
suasion of  ehorilfs,  judges,  and  juries. 
All  were  intoxicated  by  the  common 
illusions  of  emigrants  with  regard  to 

•"A  Flemish  favorite  of  rhruloR  V.  having 
obt^ned  of  tills  king  a  patent  conUilQing  an  cx- 
<du8tve  rifrht  of  importing  four  thousand  negroes 
•nnualljr  to  the  West  ladies,  sold  it  for  tweaQr- 
fltre  thoiuand  dneata,  to  some  Genoese  mer' 
Cfawtli  who  flret  brought  into  a.  rcunihir  form  the 
OOOUnmoe  far  davcs  between  Africa  and  Ame- 
ikfa^*-~Bblme^tAmiab<(fAmeHeat  toL  L,  p.  86. 

"  III  1563,  the  English  began  to  import  iioprr'X"^ 
into  the  West  Indies.  Their  first  slavo-tnido 
wasofK.  I'."  .!•!■•<  •iiiig  year  ott  the  ooast  of 
Guinea.  Joliu  Uawldiui,  in  the  ptoneot  of  a 
great  gain,  rewlved  to  tiuike  trial  of  tUa  tie(kri> 
oviH  and  inliuman  ItafTic.  Communicating  the 
design  to  several  genUemen  in  London,  who  be- 
came liberal  cotttributors  and  adventurers, 
time  good  abiin  were  immediatolijr  provided; 
and,  wuh  theee  and  one  hundred  men,  Haarkiaa 
nSad  to  the  ooart  of  Gnineiw  wheie^  hr  nwo^, 


the  facilities  for  acquiring  vast  \rcalth 
at  the  cost  of  little  or  no  labor  in  the 
Eden  to  which  they  were  attnicted. 
Probably  no  other  colony  that  ever 
succeeded  or  endured  was  so  largely 
made  up  of  unfit  and  unprcmiBing 
materials.  Had  it  net  been  hacked 
by  a  strong  and  liberal  London  com- 
pany, which  enjoyed  for  two  or  three 
generations  the  sjiccial  favor  and 
patronage  of  the  Crown,  it  must  have 
perished  in  its  infancy.  But  tho 
climate  of  tide-water  Virginia  is  ge- 
nial, the  soil  remarkably  fertile  and 
fadle,  the  timber  abundant  and  ex- 
ceilent,  while  its  numerous  bays  and 
inlets  abound  in  the  choicest  diell- 
fish;  so  that  a  colony  that  would  &il 
here  could  pucceed  nowhere.  To- 
bacco, too,  that  bewitching  but 
poisonous  narcotic,  wherewith  Provi- 
dence has  seen  tit  to  balance  the  in- 
CBtimablo  gilts  of  Indian  Corn  and 
the  Potato  by  the  New  World  to  the 
Old,  grew  luxuriantly  on  the  inter- 
vals St  her  rivers,  and  was  eagerly 
bought  at  high  prices  by  the  ^tish 
merchants,  through  whom  nearly 
every  want  of  the  colonists  was  sup- 
plied. Manual  labor  of  all  kinds 
was  in  great  denn\nd  in  the  English 
colonies ;  so  that,  for  some  time,  the 

treachery,  and  force,  lio  procured  at  least  throe 
hundred  negroes,  and  now  sold  tlitiu  at  liis- 
paniob." — Ibid.,  p.  83. 

"Ferdinand"  (in  1513)  ''issued  a  decree de* 
claring  that  the  aenritude  of  the  Indians  is  war> 
ranted  by  the  laws  of  (  !od  and  man." — /?'(rf..p.32. 

"  Every  freemuu  of  Carolina  shall  have  abso- 
lute power  and  anthority  over  his  negro  slaves, 
of  what  nation  or  reliijion  whatsoever.'' — Lockit 
Fundamental  Consfitittion  for  South  CarvUfM.  , 

y  AccordiD<7  to  lianeroft.  upon  the  establidl* 
mentof  tlie  Assiouio  Treaty  in  1713,  creating  a 
Oompanj  for  the  prosecution  of  the  AfHcan  l^ve 
Trade,  one-quarter  <if  (he  stock  was  taken  by 
Philip  of  Spain;  Queen  Atjue  res'.rved  tu  lierselT 
another  quarter,  and  tij-  romaining  moioty  was 
to  be  divkledamang  her  suiyocta.  "  Thua  did  tbe 
aoveraigu  of  Bnpand  and  i^mIb  become  the 
laigMtilKVMaBroiuats  in  tbe  wwfaL" 
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mothflr  coontrj  seeniB  to  haTe  pro- 
Tokied  no  aorionB  oljoodoii.  That 
flodi  a  oolonj,  in  snoh  an  age,  should 
have  existed  thirteen  years  prior  to 
the  introduction  of  Negio  Slavery, 
indicates  rather  its  weakness  and 
poverty  than  its  virtue.  The  proba- 
bility iri  that  its  planters  bought  the 
first  slaves  that  were  oti'ered  them ; 
at  any  rate,  the  lint  tliat  they  were 
aiUe  to  pay  for.  When  the  Pilgrim 
Ftthera  landed  on  the  rook  of  Ply- 
month,'*  Virginia  had  already  re- 
ceived and  diBtrilmted  her  first  eargo 
of  slaves." 

There  is  no  record  of  any  eerious 
opposition,  whether  on  moral  or  eco- 
nomic grounds,  to  tlie  introduction  of 
slaves  and  establishment  of  SlaTory^ 
in  the  Tarioos  Britiah,  Dutch,  and 
Swedish  Colonies,  planted  along  the 
eoast  between  the  Penobscot  and  tlio 
Savannah  rivers  during  the  succeed- 
ing century.  At  the  outset,  it  is  cer- 
tain tliat  tbe  importation  of  negro 
chattels  into  the  various  seaports,  by 
merchants  trading  thither,  was  re- 

w  Docctubor  22,  1 020.  The  first  ftlavcs  broutrht 
to  Virjjinia  wore  from  a  Dutch  vessel,  which 
landed  tn'enty  at  Jotncstou  ti,  in  1620. 

"  *'  In  the  lirst  recorded  cuae  (Butts  v.  Penny, 
t  hsr^  901 ;  8  Kib.,  785),  in  1677,  in  wfiioh  the 
question  of  prrpcrtj  in  negroes  appears  to  hnvo 
come  before  ilie  Knglish  courts,  it  \v!w  hold, 
'that,  lying  usually  bought  and  sold  among  mor- 
diaato  as  merchandise,  and  oito  betng  wfidda, 
VbM  nii^  b«  a  prraerly  in  llieni  ■nndent  to 
Diainuin  tnmK,***—IliUntV$ Ili$L  U.  SLfTA  il, 
p.  214. 

"  What  predsoly  tho  English  law  might  be 
«B  ttks  auli^ect  of  Slaveij,  still  remained  a  mat- 
tor  of  doobt  Lofd  Holt  had  oxpresaad  tho 

op'iiion,  RS  rfiotcd  in  a  previous  cfiapttT,  that 
Slavorj  was  a  condition  unknown  to  English 
law,  and  that  every  person  setting  foot  in  Enjf- 
land  tbercbjr  became  free.  American  planters, 
OD  tinir  Tisifei  to  Bngland,  seom  to  hato  been 
annoy'l  by  claims  of  freod  )m  set  up  on  tirm 
grounti,  and  that,  al-'o,  of  bajjtism.  To  relievo 
tiieir  embamasments,  tbe  morcliant<!  conoerned 
in  the  American  trade"  (in  172d>  had  obtained 
amitton  opinion  from  Yorka  and  Tdboti  tba 


gaided  imfyyMi'V9ga»  onrioeity  and 
marvel,  lika  thai  whioh  wonld  now 
be  exeked  hj  the  experimental  in- 
troduction of  elephants  or  hippopo(> 
ami  as  beasts  of  burden.  Human 
rights,  in  the  abstract,  had  not  yet 
been  made  a  theme  of  popular  dis- 
cussion, hardly  of  philosophic  Bj)ecu-' 
lation :  for  English  liberty,  John 
llampden  had  not  yet  poured  out  liia 
blood  on  the  battle-field,  nor  Alger- 
non Sidney  laid  his  head  on  the 
blodc  The  n^groes^  uneonth  and 
repulsive,  could  speak  no  word  intel- 
ligible to  Brituih  or  Colonial  ears, 
when  first  imported,  and  probably 
had  a  scarcely  clearer  concej^tion  of 
their  own  ricrhts  and  wroiifjs  than 
had  those  by  whom  they  were  sur- 
rounded. Some  time  ere  the  middle 
of  the  Seventeenth  Oentniy,  a  British 
Attorney-General,  baring  the  ques- 
tion formally  submitted  to  him,  gave 
his  official  opinion,  that  negroes,  be- 
ing  paganSf  might  justly  be  held 
in  Slavery,  even  in  England  itself. 
The  amount  of  tlie  fee  paid  by  the 
wealthy  and  prosperous  slave-traders 

attorney  nnri  solicitor  goneml  of  that  day.  Ac- 
cording ti>  thiH  opinion,  wliich  paswjd  for  more 
t!:an  forty  vcarH  as  jr(K>d  law,  not  only  was  iia]>- 
tism  no  bar  to  slavery,  but  negro  slaves  might 
be  held  In  England  Just  as  well  as  in  the  Colo- 
nies. Tho  two  lavvyerH  by  whom  this  opinion 
was  given  ro.'<o  afUTward.  ono  of  tliem  to  be 
chief  jii.'tiw  of  Kuu'Uiml.  and  lioth  to  Ix?  chancel- 
lors. Yorke,  sitting  in  the  latter  capacity,  with 
tho  title  of  Lord  Hanlwicke"  (in  IHO),  "had 
rocenily  recognized  the  doctrine  of  that  opinion 
as  HO.iiid  l.iw.  (I'earco  r.  Lisle,  Ambli  r,  7G.) 
Ho  oliji-<--t,H  to  Lord  Holt's  d  n  trine  of  freed' sm, 
eecufy*!  by  setting  foot  on  English  soil,  that  no 
reoHon  could  be  found  why  slaves  should  not  ba 
equally  f.-oo  wlien  they  set  foot  in  Jamaica,  or 
any  other  En?li«h  plantation.  All  our  colonies 
are  subject  to  the  \a7,'s  of  KijRlnnd,  nlthough  us 
to  some  purposes  they  have  laws  of  ilioir  own  I 
His  argument  ia  that,  If  Slavery  bo  contrnry  to 
I  En^rlish  law,  no  local  enactments  iu  the  Colonies 
could  gi\  o  it  any  validity.  To  ovoid  overturn- 
ing Slavery  in  the  Colonies,  it  was  absolutely 
neoeaaaiY  to  uphold  it  ia  England." — JbicL,  pi> 
426b 
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for  tills  remarkable  display  of  legal 
erudition  and  acumen,  is  not  re- 
corded, but  it  probably  included  a 
liberal  consideration  for  wear^d- 
tear  of  ooofloieiioe.  Two  oar  three  de- 
aaauB  fiom  Biitiflh  eonrto  weore^  at 
diflerent  timeB  thereafter,  obtained, 
snhetantially  echoing  this  opinion. 
It  was  not  till  1772  that  hard  Mana- 
field  pronounced,  in  the  ever-memo- 
rable Somerset  case,  his  judgment 
that,  by  the  laws  of  England,  no  man 
could  be  held  in  Slavery.  N  That  judg- 
ment has  never  since  been  disturbed, 
nor  aeiioasly  queatloned. 

The  ansterB  morality  and  demo- 
cratic apiiit  of  the  Pmitana  oiifpbt  to 
have  kept  their  skirts  dear  from  the 
stain  of  human  bondage.  But,  be- 
neath all  their  fierce  antagonism, 
there  was  a  certain  kinship  between 
tlie  disciples  oIl  Calvin  and  those  of 
Loyola.  Each  were  ready  to  suffer 
and  die  for  God's  tmth  as  they  under- 
stood it,  and  neither  dteriBhed  any 
appreciable  sympathy  or  oonsideiar 
tion  for  those  they  eBteemedfGod's 
enemies,  in  vMch  category  the  sav- 
ages of  America  and  the  heathen  ne- 
groes of  Africa  were  so  unlucky  fis 
to  be  found.")  The  Puritan  pioneers 
of  New  England  were  early  involved 
in  desperate,  life-or-death  struggles 
with  their  Aboriginal  neighbors,  in 
'niiom  they  ihiled  to  disoover  those 
poetie  and  ftsoinating  traits  which 
irradiate  them  in  the  novels  of  Coo- 
per  and  the  poems  of  Longfellow. 
Their  experience  of  Indian  ferocity 
and  treachery,  acting  upon  their  the- 
ologic  convictions,  led  thoni  early 
and  readily  to  the  belief  that  these 
savages,  and  by  logical  inference  all 
savages,  /were  the  children  of  jthe 
devil,  to  he  subjugated,  if  not  eztir- 
patod,  as  the  Philistine  inhAbitants^ 


of  Canaan  had  been  by  the  Israelites 
under  Joshua.  Indian  slavery,  some- 
times  forbidden  by  law,  but  usnally 
tolerated,  if  not  entirely  approved,  by 
paUio  opinion,  was  among  the  early 
nsa^es  <^  New  Enjjand;  and  from 
this  to  n^gro  sUvery— 4he  staveiy  of 
any  variety  of  pagan  barbarians — ^was 
an  easy  transition.  That  the  slaves 
in  the  Eastern  colonies  were  few,  and 
mainly  confined  to  the  seaports,  does 
not  disprove  tliis  btatement.  The 
harsh  climate,  tlie  rocky  soil,  the  rug- 
ged topography  of  New  England, 
presented  formidable,  though  not 
unpaasable,  hanrierB  to  slaveholding. 
Her  narrow  patchea  of  anUe  soS, 
hemmed  in  between  bogs  and  naked 
blocks  of  granite,  were  poorly  adapt- 
ed to  cultivation  by  slaves.  The 
labor  of  tlie  hands  without  the  brain, 
of  muscle  divorced  from  intelligence, 
would  procure  but  a  scanty  livelihood 
on  those  bleak  hills.  He  who  was 
compelled,  for  ft  sabaistenoe^  to  be, 
by  tnms,  former,  medbanio,  hunber- 
man,  navigator,  and  fisherman,  mi^t 
possibly  support  one  slave,  but  would 
be  utterlv  ruined  bv  half  a  dozen. 
Slaveholding  in  the  Northern  States 
was  rather  -^coveted  as  a  social  dis- 
tinction, a  l)adge  of  aristocracy  and 
wealth,]  than  resorted  to  with  any 
idea  of  profit  or  p«x;uniary  advan- 
tage. 

It  was  diffiarent  sonthward  of  the 
Snsqndianna,  bnt  especially  in  Sontb 

Carolina,  where  the  cultivation  of. 
Kice  and  Indigo  on  the  seaboard  had 
early  furnislie<l  lucrative  eni}>loytnent 
for  a  number  of  slaves  f;ir  exceeding 
that  of  the  white  ]iopiilation,  and 
whose  Sea  Islands  alh)rded  peculiar 
fodlities  for  limiting  the  intercourse 
of  the  daves  with  each  other,  and 
their  means  of  esoi^  to  the  wildsr^ 
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mm  and  to  iihe  umgB$,  Bontk  Oar- 
c&oMf  a  oeoturj  ago^  waa  aa  intanflo- 
ly,  conspionofBBly  anatoaimlie  and 

slaTehoIding  as  in  our  own  day. 
Bat  when  Slavery  had  obtained  eve- 
rywherc  a  foothold,  and,  in  most  col- 
onies, a  distinct  legal  recognition, 
without  encountering  aught  deserv- 
ing the  name  of  serious  resistance,  it 
wwB  almid  to  alaim  for  any  colony 
or  aeotun  «  nond  anpflrioaty  In  tb^ 
i^^gaid  imr  any  other. 

The  and  most  honorable  ex- 

ception to  the  general  fiusility  with 
which  this  giant  wrong  was  adopted 
and  acquiesced  in,  is  presented  by 
tlie  liifttory  of  Georgia.  That  colony 
may  owe  something  of  her  preenii- 
nence  to  her  comparatively  recent 
finmdstion ;  but  tike  ia  £ur  more  in- 
dexed to  the  ehan«star  and  effSrta  of 
her illiiatnoiiB founder.  JamuOoxm- 
TBcmrm  was  horn  hi  1688,  or  1689,  at 
Godalming,  Surry  Oounly,  Eng- 
land ;  entered  the  British  army  in 
1710;  and,  having  resigned  on  the 
restoration  of  peace,  was,  in  1714, 
commended  by  the  great  Marlborough 
to  his  former  associate  in  command, 
the  fomoQS  FlrinBe  Eogane  <tf  SaToy, 
hy  whom  he  was  appointed  one  of  Ida 
aide.  He  fong^  under  Bngene  in 
Ida  fanDiant  and  successful  campaign 
against  the  Turks  in  1716  and  1717, 
closing  with  the  fiieije  and  capture  of 
!Bpl<rrade,  wliich  ended  the  war. 
De<.;lining  to  remain  in  the  Austrian 
Bervice,  he  returned,  in  1722,  to  Eng- 
land, where,  on  the  death  of  his 
elder  brother  ahoot  this  time,  he  in- 
herited the  fondly  eatate;  waa  elected 
to  Parlianant  for  the  borongh  of 
H«aelmera»  irhich  he  gqpaoaanted  for 
the  ***T*V*g  thirty-two  years,  and,  be- 
eoming  acquainted  with  the  frightful 
abaaea  and  inhnmanitim  which  then 
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dianoterized  1iie(lMtiflh  lyatein  of 
ImprisanmBnt  fotDM,  he  devoted 
himaelf  to  their  refonn,  and  carried 
through  the  House  an  act  to  this  en^ 
His  interest  in  the  fortunes  of  bank- 
rupt and  needy  debtors  led  him  to 
plan  the  establishment  of  a  colony 
to  which  they  should  be  invited,  and 
in  which  they  might  hope,  by  in- 
dustry and  prudenoa^  t<»  awn  inde- 
peadenee.  Thia  edony  waa  also  in- 
tended to  afford  an  aaylmn  for  the 
oppressed  Proteatants  of  Germany 
and  other  portimia  of  the  continent 
He  interested  many  eminent  and  in- 
fluential personages  in  his  project, 
obtained  for  it  a  grant  of  nearly  ten 
thousand  pounds  sterling  from  Par- 
liament, with  subscriptions  to  the 
amoont  of  aizteen  fhooaand  mora^ 
and  organized  a  company  for  ita 
realiution,  whereof  die  direeton 
were  needy  all  noUemen  and  menu* 
bers  of  Parliament.  Its  constitution 
forbade  any  director  to  receive  any 
pecuiiiary  advantage  tlierefrom.  Be- 
ing himself  the  animating  soul  of  the 
enterprise,  he  was  persuaded  to  ac- 
cept the  arduous  trust  of  govenior 
of  the  edony,  for  idddi  a  royal 
grant  had  been  obtained  of  the 
WBBtem  eoaat  of  the  AtUmtic  foom 
the  mouth  of  the  Savannah  to  that 
of  the  Altamaha,  and  to  which  the 
name  of  Georgia  was  given  in  honor 
of  the  reigninr^  sovereign.  The 
trustees  were  incorpt»rated  in  June, 
1732.  The  pioneer  colonists  left 
England  in  l^ovember  of  that  year, 
and  landed  at  Charleston  in  J annary, 
1788.  F!roeeeding  directly  to  thair 
tendtory,  they  founded  the  dty  of 
Savannah  in  the  course  of  the  eo^ 
suing  month.  Oglethorpe,  as  director 
and  vice-president  of  the  African 
Conipanyi  had  previonsly  beooma 
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acquainted  with  an  African  prince, 
captured  and  pold  into  Blavery  by 
eoiiie  neighboring  chief,  and  had  re- 
turned him  to  liis  native  country, 
ofler  imbibing  from  his  acquaintance 
tvith  ihd  fiusto  a  profound  deteBtation 
of  the  Slave-Trade  and  of  Slavery, 
tone  of  the  fundamental  laws  devised 
(  by  Oglethorpe  for  the  government  of 
lii^  colony  was  a  {Prohibition  of  slave- 
holding  ;j another  wn'?  an  interdiction 
of  the  sale  or  use  of  Knm — neither  of 
them  calculated  to  be  poj>ular  with 
the  jail-birds,  idlers,  and  profligates, 
who  eagerly  sought  escape  from  tlieir 
debts  and  iheurmiseiies  by  becoming 
members  of  the  new  colony.  The 
spectacle  of  men,  no  wiser  nor  bet> 
ter  than  theinselTes,  living  idly  and 
luxuriously,  just  across  the  Savannah 
river,  on  tlio  fniita  of  constrained 
and  unpaid  negro  labor,  doubtless 
inflamed  their  discontent  and  their 
hostility.  As  if  to  add  to  the  gov- 
ernor's troubles,  war  between  Spain 
and  England  broke  ont  in  1789,  and 
Georgia,  as  the  frontier  colony,  oon- 
tiguous  to  the  &r  older  and  stronger 
Spanish  settlement  of  East  Florida, 
was  peculiarly  exposed  to  its  ravages. 
Oglethorpe,  at  the  head  of  the  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia  militia,  made 
an  attempt  on  Saint  Augustine, 
which  miscarried  ;  and  this,  in  1742, 


was  retaliated  by  a  much  stronger 
Spanish  expedition,  which  took  Fort 
St.  Simon,  on  the  Altamalia,  and 
miffht  easilv  have  subdued  the  whole 
colony,  but  it  was  alarmed  and  re- 
pelled by  a  stratagem  of  his  concep- 
tion. O^ethorpe  soon  after  retomed 
to  Englfind;  the  tmstecs  finally  snr^ 
rendered  their  charter  to  the  Crown; 
and  in  1753  Georgia  became  a  royal 
colonv,  wherebv  its  inliabitants  were 
enabled  to  gratify,  without  restraint, 
tlieir  lonirinff  for  Slaverv  and  lium. 
The  struggle  of  Oglethorpe"  in 
Georgia  was  aided  by  the  presence, 
counsels,  and  active  sympathy,  of 
the  famous  John  Wesley,  the  founder 
of  Hethodism,  whose  pungent  de- 
6cri])tion  of  Slaverv  as  '^thesumof 
all  vil]ainies,"  was  based  on  personal 
observation  and  experience  during 
his  sojourn  in  these  colonies.  But 
"  another  king  arose,  who  knew  not 
Jose])]i the  magisterial  hostility  to 
bondage  was  relaxed,  if  not  wholly 
withdrawn ;  the  temptation  remained 
and  increased,  while  the  resistance 
&ded  and  disappeared;  and  soon 
Geoigia  yielded  silentjy,  passively,  to 
the  contagion  of  evil  example,  and 
soon  became  not  only  slaveholding, 
but,  next  to  Soutli  Carolina,  the  most 
infatuated  of  all  the  tliivteen  c(^lome3 
in  its  devotion  to  the  mighty  eviL 


"Otrlethorpo  lived  to  ho  nearly  a  hundred 
years  old— dying  at  Craabam  Uall,  Kssez,  Eag- 
land,  Judo  SO,  1181  It  Ib  not  roeorded  nor 
probable  that  ho  over  revisited  America  after 
his  reliDquisiiment  of  the  govemorsiiip  of  Geor- 
gia; but  he  remoiaed  a  warm,  active,  well- 
informed  friend  of  our  countiy  aAm,  ts  wdl  m 
l>cforr'  nt.ii  rlurir;.'.  lier  sfnipglo  for  independence. 
In  17S  J.  Ilannati  Moro  thus  wrote  cfliim  : 

"I  Imvc  a  new  ndmiror;  it  is  Oen.  Ogle- 
thorpe, porlaq  s  tlic  roost  remarkulilc  man  of  his 
time,  lie  waa  foster-brotiier  to  the  fretonder, 


nrid  is  much  above  ninety  years  old;  tlie  fincpt 
figure  you  ever  taw.  Ho  perfectly  reulue s  all 
my  !(lc;i.H  of  Neflor.  IIis  literature  is  gi^at,  hta 
knowledge  of  tlie  world  extenaiv&  aud  his  facul* 
ties  B8  bright  as  ever.  ♦  *  He  is  quite  ^preux 
(•},r,-t!t>r ;  hwolo,  romaiitiOb  and  fbli  of  the  old 
gallanlrj'." 

Pope— who  praised  BO  tparlngly— had  spoken 

of  him,  rnt  fi':;;o  half  r.  ccntun-  earlier,  in  tornia 
evincing  like  admiration;  and  many  other  contem- 
poraries of  VtltmjtataiaM  tattimony  to 
his  signal  Burita^-aee  £jpmW$Amariean  BfO' 
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TnE  American  Bevolutioii  was  no 
sudden  outbreak.  It  was  preceded 
by  eleven  years  of  peaceful  remon- 
Btranee  and  animated  discussion. 
The  vital  question  concerned  the 
right  uf  the  BritLih  Parliament  to 
impote  tazea^  at  its  diacretioii,  on 
BritiBh  mbjeetB  in  my  and  every 
part  of  the  empire.  TIusqneBtion]n*e- 
sented  many  pbases,  and  prom])ted 
yarious  acts  and  propositionB.  But 
itsesBenoe  was  always  the  Fame ;  and 
it  was  impossible  that  such  men  as 
James  Otis,  John  Adams,  Thomas 
Jefi'erson,  and  Patrick  Henry,  should 
dLicuss  it  without  laying  bruad  i'uun- 
dadons  £ir  their  argnment  in  pre- 
mises affecting  the  natural  and  gene- 
ral Bights  of  Man  to  sel^oTOnment, 
with'lthe  control  of  his  own  products 
cr^eamingsr  The  enthusiast  who 
imagines  that  our  patriots  were  all 

>  WHnen  the  Darten  (Oa.)  reaclntions.  In  the 

Ibripn  f  •  nnn'tt.-o,  Thursdey,  June  12,  1775 : 

"When  the  most  valoablo  privileges  of  a  peo- 
pie  are  inraded,  not  only  by  open  rloleiioek  but 

l^v  f  very  kind  of  fniu'l,  .'■o|ih;<!try,  and  cunninff, 
it  b(.  hooves  ovory  iudividuai  to  be  upon  hi8 
guard,  and  even,-  memlxsr  of  Hocicty,  like  bea- 
cons in  a  country  surrounded  by  enemies,  to 
pr9  the  alarm,  not  only  whea  their  liberties 
m  general  aro  invadcfl,  but  separately,  lc.*t  tho 
pr<»cedcnt  in  ono  may  n (Tort  the  wliolo;  and  to 
enable  th'^  collfetive  wisdom  of  Ruch  a  people 
to  judge  of  its  oonseqaenoas,  and  how  far  their 
Tsspeciivo  grlovanocfl  oonoem  all,  or  should  bo 
oppfi'cd  to  preserve  tliv-ir  n'n-OH'--ary  union. 
Evfcry  Liudublo  attempt  of  this  kind  by  the  good 
people  of  this  Colony,  in  a  const iuitional  manner, 
has  been  hiihorto  frustrated  by  the  influeneo 
and  anthority  of  men  in  offlce  and  tbeir  numer- 
ous dependents,  and  in  every  other  nataral  and 
Jii«t  way  by  the  vario«J8  arts  they  have  put  in 
I'ractice.  We,  therefore,  the  representatlTes  of 
the  extenrive  district  of  Darien,  in  the  colony 
of  Georp^ln,  bclncf  noir  assembled  in  confess 
bythe  authority  and  free  choi'^  nf  tho  inhabit- 
ants of  tite  said  district,  novr  free  from  their 
fbttan,doBeM>lv«— ^ 

Hmto  aro'  iiz  TwoihiBoM  in  dL  Tb»  flnt 
8 


convinced  of  the  danger  and  essential 

iniquity  of  Slavery,  and  tho  conserva- 
tive  who  aro^ues  that  few  or  none 
})ercc'ived  and  admitted  tlie  direct 
application  of  their  logic  to  the  case 
of  men  held  in  perpetual  and  limit- 
less bondage,  aie  alike  mistalnm. 
There  were  donhtless  some  who  did 
not  peroeive,  or  did  not  admit,  the 
inseparable  connection  between  the 
xi^ts  they  claimed  as  British  fte^ 
men  and  the  rights  of  all  men  every- 
where ;  hut  the  more  discerning  and 
logical  of  the  patriots  coni[>rehended 
and  confessed  that  their  assertion  of 
the  rightful  inseparability  of  Ilepre- 
sentatioa  fhm  Tazatioii  neosssuify 
affinned  the  grander  and  more  essen- 
tial light  of  eaeh  innocent,  rational 
belngfto  the  control  and  nse  of  his 
own  otpacities  and  faculties^  and  to 
the  enjoyment  of  his  own  eaming8.'y 

enlopzca  ''iho  Crm  and  manly  conduct  of  the 
peofde  of  Boston  and  Massachue'etts,"  acquIosciDg 
fn  all  the  resolutions  of  the  "  grand  Araerieaa 
Conpres3  in  Philadclpliia  hr:^t  October."  Tho 
secoud  resolution  is  denunciatory  of  England, 
in  slitttttng  up  tlio  land  office,  and  in  other  op- 
pna&n  aeta.  The  third  ia  opposed  to  mioiste* 
rial  mandates  under  name  of  oonstftatlODB. 
Tho  fourth  is  denunciatory  of  tlie  nuni'icr  of 
offlcera  appointed  over  the  colonies  by  the 
British  crown,  and  thotr  ozorUtaiii  ■alsfiofk 
The  fiah  is  aa  ibUowa : 

**  6th.  To  show  the  world  that  we  are  not  fa- 
fluonced  by  any  contracted  or  hitcrcstcd  motive, 
but  a  fronorai  pliilanthropy  for  ull  niunkind,  of 
V  r  f  limato,  lanffutige,  or  complexion,  wo 

hereby  declare  our  disapprobation  and  abhor* 
renoe  of  the  unnatural  praetire  of  Blaverj  in 
America  (however  tho  uncultivated  ptato  of  our 
country,and  other  specious  aru'iiint  nts,  may  plead 
for  it),  a  practice  founded  in  inju  ;  Vo  iuid  cruelty, 
and  highly  dangerous  to  our  liberties  (as  well 
as  llTOs),  debasing?  part  of  our  Ibllow-oreatoraa 
below  men,  and  corrupting  t!ic  virtue  and  morala 
of  tho  n  st,  and  as  laying  tho  ba^ia  of  that  Ubor^ 
wo  oontend  for  (and  which  we  pray  the  .\lnd^il|r 
to  oontinue  to  the  latesik  posterity)  t^ion  a  vwr 
wfong 

tioMfto  use  our  utmost  eflbrts  fat  thrmannmlfr 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  AMEKICAN  CONFLICT. 


The  principles  of  civil  and  political 
Hberty,  so  patiently  evolved  and  so 
thoroughly  fommended  daring  the 
long  controver:^y  whieli  procodcMi 
the  a])|)C!il  to  arrns,  wore  rp<hicf(l 
to  axioms,  and  became  portions  (»t' 
the  popular  faith.  "When  Jcifcr- 
eon,  in  drafting  onr  immortal 
Bedaration  of  Independence,  em- 
bodied in  its  preamble  a  fimnal  and 
einpliatic  a.*sertion  of  the  inalienable 
JSighta  of  Han,  he  eet  forth  propo- 
sitions novel  and  Btartlinir  to  Enr<v 
pean  ears,  hut  which  ehxpioncc  and 
patriotic  fervor  liad  ah"cady  oTigraven 
deei)ly  on  the  American  heart.  That 
Declaration  was  not  marelj,*as  Mr. 
C&oate  has  termed  it,  ^  the  passion^ 
ate  manifesto  of  a  rerolntionary 
war it  was  the  embodiment  of  onr 
fbrefathers'  deepest  and  most  rooted 
con^actions;  and  when,  in  penning 
that  Dcchiration,  ho  ( charged  the 
Britisli  government  with  upholding 
and  promoting  the  African  Flave- 
trado  against  tlie  protests  of  the 
colonists/j  and  in  violation  of  the 
dictates  of  hmnanitj,  he  asserted 
tmths  which  the  jealons  devotion  of 
South  Carolina  and  (Georgia  to  slave- 
holding  rendered  it  impolitic  to  send 
forth  as  an  integral  portion  of  our 

iian  of  our  slsvet  in  thin  colony  upon  the  moat  safe 
mi  eqniitable  footiiig  for  the  masters  and  them- 
■dves." — Apieriean  Ankiaetf  Uh.Seriet,  ToL  i., 
1174  nud  1775. 

•Tho  foUowine  'i"  the  indictment  oC  Gt  ortrf  III., 
as  a  patroD  ami  upholder  of  tho  Africtiu  slave- 
inde,  embodied  bj  Mr.  Jsflfanoa  In  his  originsl 
draft  or  the  Doclaratfam: 

*'J)etenmtted  to  keep  epm  a  market  vAen  imi 
sJkottbl^  -ioii^&l  and  .wM,  he  has  prosHtuted  KU 

rifgntire  for  .uipprf.i.ii'it,/  cifuj  ItO  'l'itivr'  "'U  inpt  (o 
prohibit  or  to  rf^train  this  execrabk  romnu  rce.  And 

that  this  assevif'lu'jf  o/horron  might  want  no  fad 
qfdistmffuithed  dye,  he  it  WH0  exciting  those  eery 
peopk  to  ri$e  in  amu'amtmg  us.  and  purthate 
that  librrty  of  uhirh  ht  hai  <hpr{i>d  Uifjn,  by 
murdering  the  people  on  whom  he  oho  obtruded 
Ami*  Am  fUftHQ  ^  fmnDt  sHoms  oMMiKlsii 


arraignment  of  British  tyranny ;  but 
wliich  were,  neverthelefis,  widely  and 
deeply  felt  to  be  an  important  and 
integral  p<irtion  of  our  casc.^  Even 
div«^<t('d  of  this,  tlie  Declaration 
fitaiuk  ti>-<lay  an  CAndence  that  our 
fatliers  regarded,  the  rule  of  Great 
Britain  asAno  mora  destmetive  to 
their  own  nglitBthan  to  the  rights  of 
mankind.^  ^ 

X< )  <  >ther  document  was  ever  issued 
which  completely  reflected  and 
developed  the  popular  convictions 
which  uTulorhiid  and  ini]M'l!o'l  it  aa 
that  Declaration  of  Indcjjcndence." 
Tho  cavil  that  its  idejis  were  not 
oriyinal  with  Jefferson  is  a  striking 
testitnonial  to  its  worth.  Originality 
of  conception  was  the  very  last  merit 
to  which  he  would  have  chosen  to 
lay  claim,  his  purpose  being  to  em- 
body the  general  convictions  of  his" 
countr^^ncn  —  their  conceptions  of 
human,  as  well  as  colouial.  rights  and 
IJriti.sh  wrongs,  in  the  fewest,  titroiirr- 
est,  and  clearest  words.  The  fact 
that  some  of  these  words  had  already 
been  employed-f^some  of  ihem  a 
hundred  times^to  set  forth  the  same 
general  truths,  in  no  manner  unfitted 
them  for  his  use. 

The  claim  that  his  draft  was  a  pla- 

against  the  unKRUKs  of  one  people,  with  Crimea 
which  he  urgea  them  to  eommti  againat  the  utks 
o/aneOur." 

'  Ib^  Jeflbrsoa,  In  Us  AutoMograpby,  gives  Am 

foUowing  rOHHOn  for  the  omiiJsion  of  i]m  ro- 
markablc  passage  from  tho  iJuclarattoa  a»  adopt- 
ed, issued,  and  published: 

"The  clnu.sc,  too,  reprobating  tho  onslaTlngf 
the  inhabitants  of  Afirico,  wss  struoic  out  in 
t ompluisanoe  to  South  Carolina toA  Oeorgia^'vho 
had  never  ntt<miit(.  d  \'>  rest  ruin  the  importation 
of  slaves,  und  who,  on  thf  contrary,  still  wished 
to  coutitiue  it.  Our  Northt  rn  brotliren  slsOk  I 
believe,  felt  a  little  tender  uuder  tliose  oensnrss; 
for,  thougli  tiieir  people  had  very  fbw  dsTes 
tliemsolve.s,  yet  tli^y  had  l««  ■■n  iin  tty  considera- 
ble carriers  of  them  to  othersi."  —  J^eraon'a 
ITsrli^  voLl,p.  ITO. 
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giarism  from  the  Mecklenburg  (N. 
C)  DecUration  of  April  20th,  pre- 
ceding, he  indignantly  repelled ;  but 
he  alwiiVfj  observed  that  he  employed 
whatever  terms  best  expressed  his 
thouglit,  and  would  not  say  liow  far 
he  was  indebted  for  them  to  his  read- 
ings how  &r  to  his  original  raflec- 
ticnw.  Even  the  great  fimdamental 
Mnciilion  of  Hmnan  BIghti)  whkh  he 
has  M  )  memorably  set  fordi  as  follows : 
**We  hold  these  trnths  to  be  self- 
evident,  that  all  mon  are  created 
equal;  that  they  are  endowed  by 
their  Creator  with  certain  inalienii- 
ble  rights  ;  that  among  these,  are  life, 
liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness ; 
that  to  seouze  these  rights  govem- 
menta  aie  institiited  among  men, 
cleriTuig  Iheur  just  powers  hmn.  the 
eonsent  of  the  governed ;  that,  when- 
ever anj  form  of  government  be- 
comes destructive  of  thefHJ  ends,  it  is 
the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or  to 
abolish  it,  and  to  institute  a  new  gov- 
ernment, laying  its  foundations  on 
such  principles,  and  organizing  its 

seem  most  likely  to  effect  their  safety 
and  happiness,"  was  no  novelty  to 

those  who  hailed  and  responded  to 
it.  Three  weeks  before,  the  Virginia 
Convention  had  unanimously  adopt- 
etl  a  Declaration  of  Rights,  reported 
on  the  27th  of  May  by  Georrre  Ma- 
Bon,^  which  proclaims  tliat  ''All  men 
am  hy  nattare  eqnally  free,  and  have 
inherent  rights^  of  which,  when  they 
enter  into  a  state  of  society,  they 
cannot,  by  any  compact,  deprive  or 
divest  their  posterity;  namely,  the 
enjoATuent  of  life  and  liberty,  with 
the  means  of  acquiring  and  possess- 
ing property,  and  pursuing  and  ob- 

*The  grandMher  of  Jame^  M.  Mason,  lat« 
UJB.  Senator  from  Yirginia^  smoe  Confedccato 


taining  happiness  and  safety/'  See 

a^o  the  Mecklenburg  Declaration. 

The  original  draft  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  American  Independence  was 
first  communicated  by  Mr.  Jefferson 
separately  to  two  of  his  colleagues, 
John  Adams  and  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin, on  the  committee  chosen  by  Con- 
gress to  prepare  it ;  then  to  the  whole 
committee,  consiBting,  in  addition,  of 
Eoger  Sheonmaa  and  Bobert  E.  Liv- 
ingston ;  reported,  after  hcenty  ^La^i 
gestation,  on  the  28th  of  June  ;  read 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
1st  of  July ;  earnestly  debated  and 
scaunetl  throughout  the  three  follow- 
ing days,  until  finally  adopted  on  the 
eveniiuf  of  the  ^th.  It  may  safely 
be  saidthat  not  an  affirmation,  not  a 
sentiment,  was  pat  forth  therein  to 
the  world,  which  had  not  received 
the  delibmte  approbation  of  such 
cautious,  conservative  minds  as  those 
of  Franklin,  John  Adams,  and  Roger 
She^nan,  and  of  the  American  Peo- 
ple, as  well  as  their  re])resentativea 
in  Congress,  those  of  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia  indnded. 

The  progrefls  of  the  Bevolntion 
justified  and  deepened  these  convic- 
tions. ShkVerv'  was  soon  proved  our 
chief  source  of  weakness  and  of  peril. 
Of  our  three  millions  of  peo]>le^  half 
a  million  were  the  chattels  of  others 
and  though  all  the  colonies  tolerated, 
and  most  of  them  expressly  legahzed 
slaveholding,  the  slaves,  nearly  con- 
centrated in  the  Southern  States, 
paralyzed  the  enei^^es  and  enfeebled 
the  efforts  of  their  patriots.  Incited 
by  proclamations  of  royal  govemoTB 
and  military  commanders,  thousanda 
of  the  negroes  escajied  to  British 
camps  and  garrisons,  and  were  there 

Emissary  to  England.  George  MosoairiB  OM 
of  Yirginia'a  moat  iUiutriouB  Mna. 
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manumitted  and  protected;  while 
the  master  race,  alarmed  for  the 
safety  of  their  families,  were  unable 
or  imwilling  to  enlist  in  the  Conti- 
nental armies,  or  even  to  be  called 
into  service  as  militia.* 

The  number  of  slaves  in  the  States 
respectively,  at  the  time  of  the  Revo- 
lution, is  not  known.  But  it  may  be 
closely  approximated  by  the  aid  of 
the  census  of  1790,  wherein  the 
slave  population  is  returned  as  fol- 
lows : 


I  Borrn. 
UVl'lVlnwarc  


noitrn. 
fleve  namjt»btre  

Vinnont.   17'Mnryliuul  10illH<S 

Khmle  IslaniL   VlrKlnis.  29M.4,JT 

C'inni'Cltcut.   S.')!)  North  Carolina  100.:)72 

MMMchufrolta  6.   nom  'Houth  Cnrolliu.  Id'lMi 

New  York.   81.8-^4  r.wirKia.   W.2ftt 

NVw  . Jersey   11.4£t  Kentucky   ll.sirt 

PeODftylvanl*  1   8,737  IVnoestee.    8.417 


ToUL   . .  4«,8"0j    ToUL  «57,^2T 


'  The  number  of  troops  employed  by  the  Colo- 
nies during  the  entire  ReTolutionary  war,  as 
well  as  the  number  furnished  by  each,  is  shown 
by  the  following,  which  ia  compiled  from  statia- 
tic8  contained  inrt»  work  publislied  by  Jacob 
Moore,  Concord,  pntitkd,  "  C^jllectionsi  of  the 
New  Hampshire  Hirttoriual  Society  for  th^ear 
1824,"  vol.  i.,  p.  23G. 


Now  Hampshire . 
Massaciiusctts . . . 
fihodo  Island  , . , 

Connecticut  

New  York  

Now  Jorpey  

Pennsylvan'ui  . . , 

Delaware  

Maryland  

Virginia  

North  Carolina  ., 
South  Carolina  . . 
(}oorgia  


12,496 

ifnrriA. 
2,093 

68,007 

15,155 
4,284 

5,878 

32,039 

7,792 

18,331 

3,304 

10,726 

6,055 

25,C08 

7,357 

2,317 

376 

13,912 

4.127 

26,G68 

5,620 

7,2G3 

6,417 

2,G79 

232,341 

56,1G3 

*  Massachusetts  adopted  a  new  State  Consti- 
intion  in  1780,  to  which  a  bill  of  rights  was  pro- 
fixed,  which  lier  Supremo  Court  soon  af\cr  de- 
cided was  inconiiisccnt  witli  the  maintenance  of 
Slavery,  which  had  been  thus  abolished. 

'  Pennsylvania  had  passed  an  act  of  Gradual 
Emancipation  in  1780. 

•  Ilonry  Laurens  of  South  Carolina,  two  years 
President  of  the  Continental  (-ongress,  appointed 
Minister  to  Holland,  and  captured  on  his  way 
thither  by  a  British  cruiser,  finally  Commissiouor 


The  documents  and  correspondence 
of  the  Revolution  are  full  of  com- 
plaints by  Southern  slaveholders  of 
tlteir  helplessness  and  peril,  because 
of  Slavery,  and  of  the  necessity  there- 
by created  of  their  more  efficient  de- 
fense and  protection.'  The  Kew 
England  States,  with  a  population 
less  numerous  than  that  of  Virginia, 
the  Carolinas,  and  Georgia,  furnished 
more  than  double  the  number  of 
soldiers  to  battle  for  the  common 
cause.  The  South  was  repeatedly 
overrun,  and  regarded  as  substan- 
tially subdued,  by  armies  that  would 
not  have  ventured  to  invade  New 
England,  and  could  not  have  main- 
tained themselves  a  month  on  her 
soil.    Indeed,  after  Gage's  expulsion 


with  Franklin  and  Jay  for  negotiating  peace 
with  Great  Britain,  on  the  14th  of  August,  1776, 
wrote  from  Charleston,  S.  C,  to  liis  son,  then  m 
England,  a  letter  explaining  and  justifying  his 
reRulution  to  stand  or  fall  with  the  cause  of 
American  Independence,  in  which  he  said : 

"  You  know,  my  dear  son,  I  abhor  Slavery.  I 
was  bom  in  a  country  whore  Slaverv  had  been 
cftablisbed  by  Britii»h  kings  and  parli.aments,  as 
by  tlie  laws  of  that  coimtry,  agos  before  my  ex- 
istence. I  found  the'  Christian  religion  and 
Slavery  growing  under  the  same  authority  and 
cultivation,  I  nevertheless  disliked  it  In 
former  days,  there  was  no  combating  the  preju- 
dices of  men  supjwrtod  by- interest:  the  day,  I 
hope,  is  approaching,  when  from  principles  of 
gratitude,  as  well  as  justice,  every  man  ghall 
strive  to  Ix)  foremost  in  sho  wing  his  readiness  to 
comply  with  the  golden  ruloj  Not  less  llian 
twenty  thousand  pcuad^  sterling  would  all  my 
negroes  produce,  if  sold  at  public  auction  to- 
morrow. I  am  not  the  man  who  enslaved  tliem ; 
they  are  indebted  to  Kngli.shmon  for  that  lavor: 
novortheloss,  I  am  devising  means  for  manumit- 
ting many  of  tliom,  and  for  cutting  off  tlio  ciituil 
of  .»(lavery.  Great  powers  oppose  mo, — the  laws 
and  customs  of  my  country,  my  own  and  th» 
avarice  of  my  countrymen.  "What  will  my  chil- 
dren say  if  I  deprive  tliem  of  so  much  estate? 
The-sJ  arc  diflieultics,  but  not  insuiioraWe.  I 
will  do  as  mucli  us  I  can  in  my  time,  and  leave 
the  rest  to  a  bettor  hand. 

"  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  arrogfato  the  pe. 
culiar  care  of  Providence  in  each  fortuualo  event ; 
nor  one  of  those  who  dare  trust  in  Provi(Jonco 
for  dcfen.oo  and  security  of  their  own  lilKsrty, 
while  they  enslave,  and  wish  to  continue  in 
slavery,  thousands  who  are  as  well  entitled  to 


THB  8TATBS  AND  THBIB  TBBBITOBIBS 


BT 


from  BoBton,  and  Burgoyne's  BTirren- 
der  ai  &uniti]|gay  Kew  Englaud,  save 
the  ifllands  on  her  coast,  was  piretty 
eaxMDj  aToided  by  &e  BojdiBt 

generals,  and  only  assailed  1^  ndda, 
which  were  finished  almost  as  soon* 
as  bcpfTin.  These  facts,  vividly  im- 
pressed oa  the  general  mind  by  the 


necessities  and  sacrifices  of  the  times,* 
in  ooimectioii  with  the  diaooveiy 
and  eluddation,  aheady  noticed,  of 
elemental  principles,  had  pretty 
thoron^j  enred  the  North  of  aU 
attachment  to,  or  dispc^ition  to  jus- 
tify Slavery  before  the  cLoee  of  the 
BeTolutionary  war. 


SLAVERY  UNDER  THB  CONFEDERATIOK. 


As  tlie  public  burdens  were  con- 
stantlv  R welled,  and  the  debts  of  the 
several  States  iiK-reased,  by  the  mag- 
nitude and  duration  of  our  Revolu- 
tionary struggle,  the  sale  of  yet  un- 
settled lands,  especially  in  the  vast 
and  fertHe  "West,  began  to  be  regard- 
ed as  a  principal  lesooroe  Ibr  the 
ultimate  diadhaige  of  tiiese  coostantij 
augmenting  liabilities :  and  it  be- 
came a  matter  of  jnst  complaint  and 
uneasiness  on  the  part  of  those  States— 
IRhode  Island,  New  Jersej^,  Delaware, 
and  South  Carolina — ^which  had  no 

frMdorn  a"  themselves.  I  perceive  the  work- 
before  rae  is  great.  I/haU  apjK'ar  to  many  as  a 
promoter  not  ou\y  of^Btrangg^  but  of  4!Wgexous 
dqctoioea;  )it  will  UMraforelw  neoosrary  to  pro- 
ceSTiHth  %nitioa.  Too  are  a^ipcreiitly  dee  ply 
interested  in  tliis  affair ;  but,  as  I  Iwivo  no  doiibtH 
coDceming  your  concurronco  and  appro)jation,  I 
most  sincerely  wish  for  your  advice  and  assist- 
snoBi,  and  hope  to  receive  both  in  good  time." — 

*Tb»  ftnoua  Bev.  Sainuel  IIopk1afl^,D.,  an 

eminent  Calvinist  divine,  puUiahcd,  soon  after 
tbe  oommenceiDent  the  war,  a  dialogtie  oon- 
cerning  the  afaKvery  of  (he  Aftkmaa,  wbSdk  he 

dedicated  to  "The  Honorablo  Ccntioental 
CoD)?rcss,"  and  of  which  the  following  peuage 
exhibiu  the  drift  and  purpose : 

'*Ood  is  80  ordering  H  in  his  providence,  that 

it  RCtms  a>iw]ut<-!r  nccfssary  something  should 
be  speedily  done  with  respect  to  the  slaves 
among  as,  in  order  to  our  safety,  and  to  prevent 
Ibeir  tmaiBg  ngamct  OS  in  our  ^eaent  atruggle, 


chartered  claim  to  such  hinds  much 
beyond  the  limits  of  their  then  actual 
settlements,  that  their  partners  in  the 
eti'orts,  responsibilities,  and  sacriiicea 
of  the  common  struggle  were  likely 
to  reap  a  peculiar  and  dispropor- 
tionate advantage  from  its  BncceaB. 
KaaBaehnaettS)  Connectieat,  Kew 
YoAf  Yixginia,  Korth  Carolina,  and 
Gedigia,  each  claimed,  imder  their 
several  charters,  a  right  of  almost  in- 
finite extension  westward,  and,  in  the 
event  of  the  establishment  of  Ameri- 
can independence,  would  naturally 

in  order  to  got  tlioir  liborty.  OoT  Oppressors 
havo  planned  Ui  gain  the  blacks,  and  induce  them 
to  take  up  arms  against  us,  by  promising  them 
liberty  on  tliiaoradition;  and  this  plan  they  arc 
prosecuting  to  the'  Utmost  cf  fhefr  power,  by 
wliich  means  they  havo  fK?rsiiadcd  nuntbcra  to 
join  them.  And,  should  we  attempt  lo  restrain 
them  by  force  and  severity,  keeping  a  strict 
gnard  over  them,  and  punishing  them  severeljr 
who  shall  he  detected  m  attempting  to  join  oar 
oppopers,  tliis  will  only  be  ranking  bad  worse, 
and  Bcrvo  to  render  our  intonsisteiice,  oppression, 
and  cruelty  more  criminal,  perj^pieuoua,  and 
shocking,  and  brmg  down  tlie  rjghteoas  ven- 
geance of  Heaven  on  our  heads,  ^le  only  way 
IX)intcHl  out  to  prevent  this  tlireatening  evil  is  to 
set  the  blacks  at  Hbertj'  ourselves,  by  Borue  publio 
acts  and  laws,  and  then  give  them  proper  eu- 
oouragement  to  labor,  or  take  arms  in  the  defense 
of  the  American  cause,  as  they  shall  ohoose.  Tliia 
would  at  om  e  bo;  doing  them  sonic  degree  of 
justieiA  and  defeating  our  enemies  in  the  scheme 
that  they  are  proaMntfag;''--Jig>MM'«  WbriH, 
voL  iL,  p.  684. 
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each  pooeeflB  a  ytti  ana  unpeopled, 
ungranted,  and  ultunalely  raluable 
lands.  The  landless  States,  with  ob- 
vious reason  and  justice,  insisted  that 
these  lands,  won  hy  the  common 
valor  and  sacrifices  of  the  whole 
American  people,  shoii]<l  l)o  regarded 
as  their  coinnioii  property,  and  to 
this  end  bhuuld  be  surrendered  or 
ceded  hy  the  States  claiming  them 
respectively  to  the  Confederation. 
The  oolonial  charterB,  moreover,  were 
glaringly  inoonsistent  with  each 
other;  vast  tracts  being  ceded  hy 
them  to  two  or  more  colonies  respect- 
ively ;  and  it  was  a  puzzlinp;  qnefttion, 
even  for  lawyers,  to  determine  wheth- 
er the  earliest  or  the  latest  royal  con- 
cession, if  either,  ^.hould  have  the  pre- 
oedenoe.  There  was  bnt  one  benefi- 
cent and  just  solution  for  all  dis- 
putes and  difficulties  in  the  premises ; 
and  this  was  a  quit-claim  by  the  re- 
spective States  of  their  several  rights 
and  preteiisions  to  lands  exterior  to 
their  own  proper  boundaries,  in  favor 
of  the  common  Confederacy.  Tliis 
consummation  was,  for  the  most  part, 
seasonably  and  cheerfully  agreed  to. 
Oonneeticut  made  a  moderate  reser- 
Tation  of  wild  lands  assured  to  her 
hyher  charter  in  what  is  nowKoarth- 
«m  Ohio.  Tiiginia,  beside  retain* 
ing  her  partially  settled  country 
south  of  the  Ohio,  now  forming  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  reserved  a  suffi- 
ciency north  of  the  Ohio  to  provide 
liberal  bounties  for  her  officers  and 
soldiers  who  fought  in  the  war  of  tlie 
Bevolution,  conceding  aU  othor  ter- 
ritory north  of  the  river,  and  all  ju- 
risdiction over  this.  And  it  was  pie- 
sumed,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  that 
Korth  Carolina  and  Oecngia  wonld 
promptly  make  similar  concessions  of 
the  then  savage  r^ous  covered  by 


their  respective  ehaitos,  BOW  lOMIWJI 
as  Tennessee,  Alabama,  and  Hissia- 

sippi. 

Though  the  war  was  practically 
conclude<l  by  the  surrender  of  Com- 
•wallis   at    Yorktown.  October  19, 

1781,  and  though  the  treaty  of  pea(« 
was  signed  at  Paris,  November  30, 

1782,  the  British  did  not  evacuate 
ITefW  York  till  November  25,  1783; 
and  the  IT^inth  Continental  Congress, 
which  convened  at  Philadelphia  on 
the  8d  of  that  month,  adjourned  next 
day  to  Annapolis.  A  bare  qnomm 
of  members  responded  to  their  names, 
but  one  and  anotlicr  soon  dropped 
off;  so  that  the  journal  of  nio.-'t  days 
records  no  quorum  present,  and  no 
business  done,  until  about  the  1st 
day  of  March,  178i.  On  that  day, 
Hr.  JefferBon,  on  behalf  of  the  dele> 
gates  from  his  State,  presented  the 
deed  of  c^ion  to  the  Confederation, 
by  Virginia,  of  all  her  daims  to  ju- 
risdiction over  territory  northwest  of 
the  Ohio,  and  to  the  soil  also  of  that 
territory,  siibject  to  the  reservaticm 
in  behalf  of  her  soldiers  already 
noted.  This  deed  being  formally 
ac(!epted,  Mr,  Jefferson  moved  the 
appointment  of  a  select  committee  to 
report  a  plan  of  government  for  the 
western  ten-itory ;  and  Messrs.  Jeffer- 
son, Chase  of  ^faryland,  and  Howell 
of  Rhode  Island,  were  appointed  such 
committee.  From  tliis  cominitteo, 
Mr.  Jefferson,  in  due  time,  reported 
an  Ordinance  for  the  government  of 
"  the  territory,  ceded  already,  or  io 
be  ceded,  by  individual  States  to  the 
United  States,"  specifying  that  such 
territory  extends  from  the  81st  to  the 
47th  degree  of  north  latitude^  so  as 
to  include  what  now  constitutes  the 
States  of  Teimessee,  Alabama,  and 

ippiy  bnt  which  was  then,  and 
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remained  for  some  years  thereafter, 
unoeded  to  the  Union  by  North  Car- 
olina and  Georgia.  This  entire  ter- 
ritor}',  ce<led  and  to  be  ceded,  was 
divided  pro8j>ectively  by  the  Ordi- 
nance into  enibryo  States,  to  wliich 
names  were  given ;  each  of  them  to 
receive,  in  duo  time,  a  temporary  or 
territorial  government,  and  ulti- 
mately to  be  admitted  into  the  Con- 
federation of  States  upon  the  express 
assent  of  two-tliirds  of  tlie  preceding 
States;  but  both  their  temporary 
and  their  permanent  goveniraents 
were  to  be  established  on  these  fun- 
damental conditions : 

"  1.  That  they  shall  forexer  rema>n  a  part 
of  the  United  States  of  America. 

"  2.  That,  in  their  persons,  property,  and 
territory,  they  shall  be  subject  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  in  Congress 
aflscmbled,  and  to  the  Articles  of  Conft'«lera- 
tion,  in  all  those  cases  in  which  the  original 
States  shall  be  so  sabject. 

"  8.  That  they  shall  be  subject  to  pay  a 
part  of  the  Federal  debts,  contracted  or  to 
be  contracted ;  to  be  apportioned  on  them  by 
CongresA,  according  to  tl«o  same  common 
role  and  measure  by  which  a|)portioneiients 
thereof  shall  be  made  on  the  other  States. 

"4.  That  their  respective  governments 
fihall  be  in  republican  forms,  and  slitdl  admit 
no  person  to  be  a  citizen  who  holds  an  he- 
reditary title. 

,  "  5.  'That  afltr  the  year  1 800  of  the  Chris- 
I  tian  era,  th^re  $hoU  he  neither  Slavery  nor 
I  involunt/try  $erritude  in  any  of  the  mid 
States,  otherwise  than  in  punishment  of 
crimes,  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been 
duly  convicted  to  have  been  personally 
guUty." 

The  Ordinance  concluded  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  TTiat  all  the  preceding  artielcs  shall  le 
formed  into  a  charter  of  cmn/mct ;  sliall  bo 
duly  executed  by  the  President  of  the  Unitv<l 
States,  in  Congress  assembled,  under  hU 
hand  and  tho  seal  of  the  United  States;  slmll 
be  promulgated,  and  s?uill  stand  us  fnuda- 
mental  conditions  hctvffskin  the  thirteen  orig- 
inal States  and  those  newly  descrihotl.  vnnl- 
terabU  but  by  the  joint  consent  of  the  United 
States,  in  Congress  assembled,  and  of  the 


particular  State  within  which  snch  alteration 
is  proposed  to  be  made." 

On  tlie  19tli  of  April,  Congress 
took  up  this  plan  for  consideration 
and  action,  and  Mr.  Spaiglit  of  N. 
C.  niuved  that  the  fifth  j^roposition 
above  quoted,  prohibiting  Slavery 
after  the  year  1800,  be  stricken  out 
of  the  Ordinance ;  and  Mr.  Read  of  S. 
C.  seconded  the  motion.  The  ques- 
tion was  put  in  this  form :  "  Shall 
the  Avords  moved  to  be  stricken  out 
stand  f  and  on  this  question  the 
Ays  and  Noes  were  required  and 
taken,  with  the  following  result : 

X.  II A  MP...  Mr.  Foster  ay,  )  a 

Mr.  Hlanchard....ay,  f  "^y- 

MASBAcnc.Mr.  Gcrrv  av,  )  . 

Mr.  Partridge.... ay,  f^^- 

R.  IflLAXn..Mr.  Ellerv  av,  {  a 

Mr.  Howell  ay,  C 

CoNXECT...Mr.  Shennan  ay,  (  , 

Mr.  Wadsworth. .  .ay,  )  J' 

New  YouK.Mr.  l)e  Witt  av,  |  . 

Mr.  Paine  »y,  ( 

N.  .TKi{8KT..Mr.  Dick  ay,  I  Xo  tote.^ 

Pkxxsvl..  .Mr.  Mifflin  ay,  \ 

Mr.  Montgomery.. ay,  >  Ay. 

Mr.  Han«l-  ny,  ) 

MAUYi.ANu.Mr,  lUnry  no,  ) 

Mr.  .Stone  no,  ( 

YiRoixiA.  .Mr.  Jefl'erson  ay,  i 

Mr.  Hardy  no,  >  No. 

Mr.  ^forcer  no,  ) 

X.  CAROLL.Mr.  Williamson.. .ay,  )  r.-  -j  j 

Mr.  Spnight  no,  f 

S.  ("'Ai:oM...Mr.  Read  ...no,  |  y- 

Mr.  Bcresford.. .  .no,  J  " 


The  votes  of  members  were  ftirteen 
for  Mr.  Jcftersoii's  interdiction  of 
Slavery  to  i<evrn  anfaint^t  it,  and  the 
States  htoml  rcct  trded  /./.r  for  it  to  ihres 
against  it.  Ihit  the  Articles  of  Con- 
federation TLMniircd  an  affirmative 
vote  of  a  majority  of  all  the  States  to 
sustain  a  ])roposition  ;  and  thus  the 
restri<-tion  tailed  through  the  absence 
of  a  iMcmhcr  from  New  Jersey,  ren- 
dering the  vote  of  that  State  null  for 


'  By  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  two  or 
more  delegates  were  required  to  be  present  to 


cast  the  vote  of  a  State.  New  Jersey,  therefore, 
failed  to  vote. 
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want  of  a  quorum.  Had  Delaware 
been  then  represented,  she  might, 
and  raierht  not,  have  voted  in  the  af- 
firmative  ;  but  it  id  not  probable  that 
Georgia,  had  she  been  present,  would 
liave  cast  an  affirmative  vote,  j^llu- 
manly  t^pcaking,  we  may  say  that 
the  accident — a  niost  deplorable  and 
fatal  accident — of  the  absence  of  a 
member  from  New  Jersey,  prevented 
the  adoption,  at  that  time,  of  a  pro|>- 
osition  which  would  have  confined 
Slavery  in  our  country  within  the 
limits  of  the  then  existing  States)  and 
precluded  all  reasonable  probal>ility  of 
subsequent  contentions,  collisions,  and 
bloody  strife  touching  its  extension. 

The  Jetfersonian  Ordinance,  thus 
Bhorn  of  its  strengtli — the  play  of 
Hamlet  with  the  part  of  Hamlet 
omitted — after  undergoing  some  fur- 
ther amendments,  was  finally  adopt- 
ed, four  days  later :  all  the  delegates 
but  those  from  South  Carolina  voting 
in  its  favor. 

In  1787,  the  last  Continental  Con- 
gress, sitting  in  New  York,  simulta- 
neouslv  with  the  Convention  at  Phi- 
ladelphia  which  framed  our  present 
Constitution,  took  further  action  on 
the  subjc(?t  of  tlie  government  of  the 
western  territory,  raising  a  Select 
Committee  thereon,  of  which  Nathan 
Dane,  of  Massachusetts,  was  Chair- 
toan.  That  committtee  reported, 
July  11,  "  An  Ordinance  for  the 
government  of  the  Territories  of  tlio 
United    States    northwest  of  the 


Ohio,"  excluding,  by  its  silence,  the 
territories  south  of  that  river,  which 
were  expressly  brought  within  tlie 
purview  and  ojieration  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son's Ordinance — those  territoriea 
not  having,  as  yet,  been  ceded  by  the 
States  claiming  them  respectively  as 
tlieir  peculiar  possessions.  Mr.  Dane's 
ordinance  embodies  many  provisions 
originally  drafted  and  rejwted  by 
Mr.  Jefferson  in  1784,  but  with  some 
modifications.  The  act  concludes 
with  six  unalterable  Articles  of  I\r- 
petuaZ  Compact  between  the  embryo 
States  resi»e(!tively  and  the  Union: 
the  last  of  them  in  these  words : 

"  Thfre  ghall  be  neither  Slavery  nor  invol- 
untary servitude  in  the  initl  Territory,  otkfr- 
wine  than  in  punishment  of  erime^rchereof  i 
the  partic*  »hall  be  duly  eonricted.'"  ' 

To  this  was  added,  prior  to  its  pas- 
sage, the  stipulation  for  the  rendition 
of  fugitives  from  labor  or  servjce, 
which  either  had  just  been,  or  was 
just  about  to  be,  embodied  in  the 
Federal  Constitution,  then  being 
framed  ;  and  in  this  shajje  the  entire 
Ordinance  was  adopted,  July  13,  by 
the  unanimous  vote  t)f  the  States 
then  represented  in  Cotigress,  inclu- 
ding Georgia  and  the  Carolinas ;  no 
effort  having  been  made  to  strike 
out  the  inhibition  of  Slaver}'.  Mr. 
Robert  Yates,  of  New  York,  voted 
alone  in  the  negative  on  the  passage 
of  the  Ordinance,  but  was  overbowjo 
by  the  vote  of  his  two  colleagues, 
then  present.* 


*  As  the  Aniericaa  people  of  our  day  evi- 
dently presume  themselves  much  wiser  than 
their  graudfalhera,  especially  in  the  science  of 
governmcQt,  tito  more  essential  p<:>rtion  of  this 
celebrated  Ordinance  of  17.S7  is  hereto  appended, 
w  aflbrdiug  a  standard  of  comparison  wiih  the 
latest  improvements  in  the  art  of  Constitution- 
making.  Itread.s: 

"  And  for  extending  tlie  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  civil  and  reUgious  Uberty,  which  form 


the  ba-sis  wliereon  tiicse  Republics  their  laws 
nnd  conatitutimis,  are  erected;  lo  fix  and  ostalv 
lish  these  priueiples  as  the  ba.'<is  of  all  lawa, 
constitutions,  and  Kovcmraents,  which  forever 
hereafter  shall  be  ffirmed  in  tlio  Boid  Territory; 
to  provide,  nLso,  for  the  establishment  of  States 
and  permanent  government  tliercin.  and  for  thoif 
adulission  to  a  sbaro  in  the  PVdeml  »!ouncils  on 
on  equal  footing  with  tlie  original  States  at  as 
early  periods  as  may  bo  consistent  with  the 
general  interest: 


V. 


THE  CONVENTION  AND  THE  CONSTITUTION. 


The  experiment  of  a  Confedera- 
tion, as  contrardistinguislied  from  a 
more  intimate  and  positive  Union, 


was  fairly  tried  by  our  fathers.  Its 
only  beneficent  result  was  the  de- 
monstration thereby  afforded  of  its 


"It  is  hereby  ordained  and  declared,  by  the 
authority  aforettaid,  that  the  following  artidca 
shall  bo  considered  as  articles  of  compact  bo- 
twet'D  tlie  ori^nual  Slates  and  tiie  people  unci 
States  in  the  «aid  Territory,  and  forever  remain 
unalterable,  unless  by  oomuun  consent,  to  wit: 

"Abticle  1.  No  person  demeaning  himbsoir  in 
•  peaceable,  orderly  manner,  shall  ever  be  nio 
lested  on  account  of  hid  mode  of  worhhip,  or  reli- 
gious sentiments,  in  the  Territory. 

"  Aet.  2.  The  inhabitants  of  the  said  Territory 
shall  alwayB  be  entitled  to  the  benetUsof  the  right 
of  httbeas  corpus,  and  to  llic  trial  by  jury ;  of  a  pri> 
portionate  representation  of  the  people  in  the 
LegiaUlure,  and  of  judicial  proceedings  according 
to  the  ooufBo  of  the  common  law.  All  persons 
shall  be  bailable,  unleus  for  capital  ofTenses,  where 
the  proof  shall  be  evident  or  tl>o  presumption 
gfrcat.  All  fines  shall  be  moderate,  and  no  cruel 
or  onusuul  punishment  sliall  bo  indicted.  No 
man  shall  bo  deprived  of  his  lilxjrty,  or  property, 
but  by  tlie  judgment  of  hia  peers,  or  the  law  of 
the  land;  and,  should  the  public  exigencies  make 
it  Dcccssar)'  for  the  common  preservation  to  take 
any  person's  projierty,  or  to  dumand  hid  par- 
ticular services,  fuU  coni(H.Mi.s:ili(>n  ehall  be 
made  for  the  sumo  Aud  in  the  just  preser- 
TatioQ  of  rights  and  properly,  it  is  understood 
and  doclareil,  ilujt  no  law  ought  ever  t^)  Iw  made, 
or  have  force,  in  the  suid  Territory,  that  shall, 
in  any  manner  wluitever,  interfere  with,  or  ul- 
fcct,  private  contracts  or  engageniont.««,  Ivnd  fi*U:. 
and  without  fraud,  previout^ly  formed. 

"Abt.  :j.  (rcneral  momlily  and  knowledge  be- 
ing necc,'*-«ary  to  go.Kl  griveniment  and  the  liapjji- 
neas  of  mankind,  schools  and  the  menus  of  edik"a- 
tion  sluiU  be  forever  oncouragtHl.  The  utnic  t.-^l  gotxl 
faith  shall  always  Ije  observed  toward  tlie  In- 
dtfM;  their  lands  and  proi>erty  sliall  never  be 
taffil  from  them,  without  their  consent;  niid  in 
their  property,  rights,  nnd  liberty,  they  siiall 
never  be  invaded  or  disturbed,  unless  in  ju.^t 
and  lawful  wars,  authorized  by  Congress ;  and 
laws,  founded  in  justice  nnd  humanity,  shall 
from  time  to  time  bo  made  for  preventing  wron^'s 
being  done  to  them,  and  for  preserving  peace 
aud  friendship  with  them. 

''Aur. -L  The  said  Territory,  and  the  States 
■w.'hich  may  be  formed  therein,  phall  forexer  re- 
main ti  part  of  this  conftKleraey  of  tlio  UuiltHj  jilules 
of  America,  subject  to  the  Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion, and  to  sucli  alterations  therein  as  sluiil  be 
constitutionally  made,  and  to  all  acts  and  ordi- 
nances of  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, conformablo  thereto.    The  inhabitanta  and 


settlers  in  the  said  Territory  shall  be  subject  to 
pay  a  part  of  the  Federal  debts,  apportioned  on 
them  by  Congress,  according  to  the  same  com- 
mon rule  and  measure  by  which  apporlionmenta 
shall  bo  made  on  the  other  States ;  nnd  the  taxes 
for  p4iying  their  proportion  sliall  be  laid  and 
levied  by  the  authority  nnd  direction  of  the 
legi.slatiires  of  the  district,  or  districts,  or  new 
States,  as  in  tlic  original  Slates,  within  tlia  time 
agreed  upon  by  the  United  States,  in  Congress 
assembled.  The  Legislatures  of  those  districts, 
or  State.i,  shall  n«-er  interfere  with  the  primary- 
disposal  of  the  soil  by  the  Unitcil  States  in  Con- 
gress as8emble<l,  nor  with  any  regulations  Con- 
gress may  Hud  necessary  for  securing  the  title 
in  such  soil  to  tlio  bond  Jidi'  piirclia^crs.  No 
taxes  shall  be  imposed  on  the  lands  and  property 
of  the  United  States;  and  in  no  case  shall  non- 
rosidout  proprietors  be  taxed  higher  than  resi- 
dents. Tlio  navigable  waters  leading  into  tho 
Mississippi  nnd  Saint  Lawrence,  and  tlie  convey- 
ing-platx'S  between  tho  .same,  sliall  be  common 
highways,  and  forever  free,  os  well  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  tho  said  Territory  as  to  t!ie  citizens  of 
tho  United  St^ites,  and  Uiopl-  of  any  other  State 
that  may  bo  admitted  into  the  Confederacy, 
without  any  tajc,  iujpost,  or  duty,  llierefor. 

'•  Art.  5.  There  shall  be  formed  in  the  said  Ter- 
ritory no  loss  than  three,  nor  more  than  tivo 
St,iles ;  and  tho  lioimdarie.s  of  tho  Slates,  iis  soon 
as  V'iiginia  sliall  alter  her  act  of  e<'ssion  and 
t-nnsent  to  tho  same,  Fhall  he  fixed  nnd  cstab- 
li^hed  as  follows,  U>  wit:  Tlie  wv'steru  State  in 
the  said  Territory  sliall  Ih?  bounded  hy  the  Mi.s- 
.vissippi,  tlio  Ohio,  and  Wal  asli  riv<TS:  a  direct 
line  drawn  from  tho  Wabasli  ami  J'ost  Vincent's 
due  north  to  the  territorial  lim'  between  tho 
United  Slates  and  ('anii<ia:  and  by  l!:0  said  ter- 
ritorial lino  to  tlio  Lake  of  the  \\'<(oils  and  Mis- 
sissippi. The  middle  SUiti«  f^liall  be  l)ouuded  by 
the  said  direct  line,  the  Wab.ish.  frouj  Tost  Vin- 
cent's t«)  tlio  Ohio;  by  tlie  Ohio;  by  a  direct 
lino,  drawn  due  lutrtli,  from  tlie  mouth  of  tho 
(ireat  Miami  to  tlic  said  U  rritorial  line;  and  by 
tlii^  said  iiatioital  r.ne.  The  eastern  Slate  sliall  bo 
iKiuudeilby  the  last  mentioned  direcl  lim  ■,  the  Ohio, 
I'enn.sylvania,  and  the  said  territorial  line.  I'ro- 
vidod,  liowover.  ntid  it  is  further  under^^«i.^d  and 
declared,  thai  the  boundaries  of  these  tlinu  .'^liite.s 
sliall  be  subject  so  far  to  bo  altered,  lliat,  if  (  en- 
gross shall  hereafter  llnd  it  expedient,  they  hhall 
have  authority  to  form  one  or  two  States  in  that 
part  of  tlio  fviid  Territory  which  lies  nortli  of  an 
oast  and  west  lino  drawn  through  the  southerly 
bend  or  extremity  of  Lake  Michigan.  Aud 
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vital  and  incurable  defecta.'  Our 
country  attained  under  it  neither 
dignity,  consideration,  security,  nor 
even  solvency.  The  central  or 
national  authority,  left  dependent 
(  on  the  concurrent  action  of  the  several 
States  for  the  very  means  of  existence, 
was  exhibited  often  in  the  attitude  of 
a  genteel  beggar,  rather  than  of  a 
sovereign.  Congress  attempted  to 
impose  a  very  moderate  taritf  for  the 
payment  of  interest  on  the  general 
or  foreign  debt,  contracted  in  sup- 
port of  the  Ilevolutionary  armies, 
but  was  baffled  by  the  Legislature  of 
Rhode  Island — then  a  State  of  rela- 
tively extensive  foreign  commerce— 
which  interposed  its  paralyzing  veto. 
PoHtical  impotence,  commercial  em- 


barrassment, and  general  distress, 
finally  overbore  or  temporarily  silenc- 
ed sectional  jealousies  and  State 
pride,  to  such  an  extent  that  a  Con- 
vention of  delegates  from  a  quorum 
of  the  States,  called  together  rather 
to  amend  than  to  supersede  the 
Articles  of  Confederation,  was  legal- 
ly assembled  at  Pliiladelphia  in 
1787,  George  Washington,  Benjamin 
Franklin,  Alexander  Hamilton,  James 
Madison,  Edmund  Randolph,  and 
Charles  C.  Pinckney,  being  among 
its  most  eminent  members.  John 
Adams  and  Thomas  Jeilerson  were 
absent  as  Embassadors  in  Europe. 
Samuel  Adams,  George  Clinton,  and 
Patrick  Henry  stood  aloof,  watching 
the  movement  with  jealous  appre- 


whenever  any  of  the  said  States  sliall  have 
60,000  free  inhabitants  therein,  sucl\  State  shall 
bo  admitted,  hy  its  dt-legates,  into  the  Conpross 
of  the  United  States,  on  an  equal  footin^^  with 
the  original  States  in  all  respects  whatever, 
and  shall  bo  at  liberty  to  form  a  permanent  con- 
stitution and  State  government;  provided  the 
constitution  and  government  so  to  bo  formed 
sliall  be  republican,  and  in  conformity  to  the 
principles  contained  in  these  artidcs.  And  so 
far  as  it  can  be  consistent  with  the  general  inter- 
est of  the  confederacy,  such  admission  shall  bo 
allowed  at  an  earlier  period,  and  when  there 
may  be  a  less  number  of  free  inhabitants  in  Uie 
State  than  00,000. 

"Abt.  6.  Thero  shall  be  neither  Slavery  nor 
involuntary  servitude  in  tlio  said  Territory, 
otherwise  ttian  in  punishment  of  crimes,  whereof 
the  party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted;  pro- 
vided always,  tliat  any  person  escaping  into  the 
same  from  whom  labor  or  service  is  lawfully 
claimed  in  any  one  of  the  original  Statc-.n,  such 
fugitive  may  bo  lawfully  reclaimed,  and  conveyed 
to  the  pcrRon  claiming  his  or  her  labor,  or  ser- 
vioo,  aa  aforesaid." 

On  passing  the  above  Ordinance,  the  Yeas  and 
Nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Yates,  they  were 
taken,  with  the  following  result: 


Ay. 


Ay. 


MAaaACUUSETTS...  .Mr.  Holton  ay, 

Mr.  Dane  ay, 

New  Touk  Mr.  Smith.  ay. 

Mr.  Ilaring  ay, 

Mr.  Yates  no,  ) 

New  Jeoset         Mr.  Clarke  ay,  |  . 

Mr.  Sherman  ay,  j 

Delaware  Mr.  Kearney... 

Mr.  Mitchell. . 


Virginia.  .Mr.  Orayson  ay, ) 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee.. .  .ay.  ^  Ay. 

Mr.  Carriugton...  .ay.  ) 
NOBTH  Caboujta..  Mr.  Blount  av,  )  , 

Mr.  Hawkins..... ay,  j ''f- 
Somi  CAROLUf A .. .  Mr.  Kean.  ay,  }  . 

Mr.  Huger.  ay,  p^^'* 

Gkoboia.  Mr.  Few  av,  >  .  , 

Mr.  Pierce  ay,  )  ^J'' 

Journal  of  Congress,  vol.  iv.,  1787. 

'  "It  may  perliaps  bo  thought  superfluous  to 
offer  arguments  to  prove  the  utility  of  the  Uuion 
— a  point,  no  doubt  deeply  engraven  on  the 
hearts  of  the  great  body  of  the  jieople  in  every 
State,  and  one  whicli,  it  may  bo  imagined,  has 
no  adversaries.  *  ♦  ♦  But  the  fact  is  that 
we  already  hear  it  whispered  in  the  private 
circles  of  those  who  oppose  the  new  Constitution, 
that  the  thirteen  States  are  of  too  great  extent 
for  any  general  system,  and  that  wo  must  of 
necessity  re.sorl  to  separate  confederacies  of  dis- 
tinct i)ortion3  of  the  whole.  This  doctrine  will, 
in  all  probability,  be  gradually  propagated,  till  it 
has  votaries  enough  to  countenance  its  open' 
avowal.  For  nothing  can  bo  more  cvi<lcnt  to 
those  who  are  able  to  feike  an  enlarged  view  of 
the  subject,  tlmu  the  alternative  of  an  adoption 
of  the  Constitution  or  a  (lismen)l>ormcnl  of  the 
Union."— 7%«  Ftderalist,  X.  Y.  edition  of  1802, 
vol.  i..  p.  6. 

"The  melancholy  story  of  the  Federation 
showed  the  stem  necessity  of  a  compulsory 
power  in  the  rJeueraKlovernmcnt  to  execute  the 
duties  confided  to  it ;  and  the  history  of  the 
present  governmont  it^cK  has,  on  more  than  one 
occasion,  manifested  that  the  power  of  the  Union 
is  barely  adequate  to  compel  the  execution  of  its 
laws,  when  resisted  oven  by  a  single  State." — 
iMiver  Wokott,  vol  iL,  p.  323. 
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lunaioiL  IVsnkliiiyihaiovw  eighty- 
one  yBtOM  of  age^  declined  the  ohair 
on  aocomit  of  his  ineraMuig  infimi- 

ities;  and,  on  his  motion,  George 
Washington  wes  nnanimously  elected 
President. 

The  Convention  Bat  with  cloBed 
doors ;  and  no  circunistantial  nor 
adequate  report  of  its  deliberations 
was  made.  The  only  accounts  of 
fhem  which  have  reached  ns  are 
those  of  delates  who  took  notes  at 
the  time,  or  taxed  their  roeollection 
in  after  years,  when  the  matter  had 
attained  an  importance  not  antici- 
pated at  tlie  titne  of  its  occurrence  ; 
and  these  rciiiiiiiscences  are  not  free 
firom  tiie  suspicion  of  having  been 

'  In  the  dobatc  of  Wednesday,  August  8,  on 
th©  adupiion  ul  the  report  of  the  Comuiiltee, 

"Mr.  Rltus  Kino  [then  of  Massachusetts, 
afterward  an  enuaeat  Sanator  from  Hevr  York] 
wiahed  to  know  what  fnlhwiica  the  Toto  jast 
passed  was  meant  to  have  on  the  succeeding 
part  of  the  rejiort  coiiaTuing  th(>  admission  of 
slaves  into  the  nilt-  of  rcprosfiitalion.  IIo  cnul<l 
iiM  reooocQa  his  mind  to  the  Article  (Art.  VII., 
Beet  9%  V  it  was  to  prevent  objeetwoa  to  the 
latter  part    The  admi^aioaof  alavvs  wns  a  most 

f rating  circumstance  to  hls  mind,  hc'-ause  he 
ad  hoped  that  this  cono©8.?ion  would  have  pro» 
duoed  a  readiness,  which  had  not  been  mantftiat- 
ed,  to  fltraiqrtben  the  General  Government,  and 
to  make  a  ft»ll  confidence  in  it.  The  report  un- 
dar  eOMideratioa  )iud,  by  the  tenor  cf  it,  put  an 
and  to  all  hia  hopes.  Id  two  great  pointa.  tiio 
bnda  of  (he  Legislature  were  absolutely  tied. 
Hie  fmportotion  of  slaves  coidd  not  be  prdiib- 
Ited.  Exports  could  not  be  taxed.  Is  this  rea- 
sonable ?  What  are  ihe  great  objects  of  tbe  gen- 
eral system  ?  First.  d<  frnse  again.st  foreign  in- 
Taaion  i  second,  against  internal  sedition.  Shall 
•B  ^  fltatea,  then,  be  boond  to  defend  each, 
and  shall  e!»eli  b-^  nt  liberty  to  introduce  a  weak- 
ness which  will  render  defense  more  diflRcull? 
Shall  one  part  of  tlie  United  States  be  bound  ti> 
defend  another  part,  and  that  other  part  be  ut 
BbcTty,  notottlf  toinorease  its  own  danger,  but 
to  withhold  a  cnmpenp.Ttion  for  the  burden?  If 
plrives  are  to  be  im[>oi  ted,  shall  not  the  export.s 
produced  by  their  labor  siiiijily  a  revenue,  the 
better  to  enable  the  General  Govemmeut  to  de- 
fend thdr  mastarsf  *  *  *  Ho  never  could  agree 
to  let  them  bo  imported  without  limitation,  and 
then  ho  represented  in  the  National  Legisla- 
ture. Ind(fed,  he  could  so  little  persuade  him- 
self of  the  rectitade  of  audi  a  practioe,  that  ho 
msMt  mo  that  ha  orndd  aiieol  to  tt  raider 


colored,  if  nol  leowt,  in  accordance 
with  the  ambitions  and  ultimate 
political  relations  of  the  recorders. 

The  general  outline,  however,  of  the 
deliberations  and  decisions  of  the 
Convention  are  sufficiently  exhibited 
in  the  Constitution,  and  in  wlint  we 
know  of  the  various  pr(>]M).>iti()ii8 
rejected  in  the  course  of  its  forma- 
tion. The  purpose  of  this  work  will 
require  only  a  rapid  summary  of 
what  was  done^  and  what  left  nn- 
done,  in  relation  to  Haman  Blarery. 

A  majority  of  the  firamers  of  the 
Constitution,  like  nearly  all  their 
compatriots  of  our  Kevolutionary 
era,  were  adverse  to  Slavery.*  Their 
judgments  condemned,  and  their  con- 

"Mr.  Shkum.ik  [TlOL'er,  of  Cfmnecticut]  re- 
garded the  Slavo-Trade  a.H  ini<]uit<Mis;  but,  the 
point  of  representation  having  Ijwn  settled  after 
much  difficulty  and  deliberation,  he  did  not  thiiJc 
himself  bowM  to  make  oppoaition;  eapeoialljaa 
the  pn.'seiit  arriele,  as  amended,  did  not  preclude 
any  arruiiiK"  ni'  iu  whatever  un  thai  polul  in  an- 
other pl;e"e  reported. 

"Mr.  Madisun  objected  to  one  for  eroigrfor^ 
thoQsand  fnhabitantB  as  a  perpetoal  rale. 

future  inf^rcriFie  of  population,  if  the  Union  should 
bo  permanent,  will  render  the  number  of  repre- 
sentatives exee.-sive 

"Mr.  SiuuuiAN  and  Mr.  MAiiisOM  moved  to  in- 
sort  the  words  'not  ezoeeding'  bef<n«  the  ynu&M 
'  one  for  eyerjr  fbrtjr  thousand  iahidiitaBta,*  i^Mi 
wus  agreed  to  nem.  con. 

"Mr.  GouvERNKUR  Morris  moved  to  SoMrt 
'free'  before  the  word  'inhabitants.'  Mudi,  ho 
said,  would  depend  on  this  point  He  nerer 
could  concur  in  upholding  Domestic  Slaverv. 
It  was  a  nefarious  institution.  It  was  the 
curse  of  heaven  on  the  t?tat<  s  where  it  pre- 
vailed. Compare  the  free  regions  of  tbe  Mid- 
dle %Statoa,  where  a  rich  and  noble  cultivation 
marks  the  prosperity  and  happinesa  of  tlie  peo- 
ple, with  the  mi.sery  and  poverty  whieh  over- 
spreads the  barren  wastes  (ifVirj^inia.  Maryland, 
and  the  other  States  havinj^  slaves.  Travel 
through  the  whole  continent,  and  you  bdMid  HbB 
prospect  continually  var}  ing  with  the  appe  arance 
and  disappearance  of  Slavery.  ♦  ♦  ♦  I'jion  what 
principle  is  it  that  the  slaves  shall  be  computed 
in  the  reprenentatlou  ?  Are  they  men 7  Then 
make  them  citizens,  and  let  them  vote.  Are  they 
property?  Why,  then,  is  no  other  property  in- 
cluded? Tho  houRe.s  in  tliis  city  [Pliiladelphia] 
are  worth  more  than  all  tlie  wretched  slave."  that 
cover  the  rice-swamps  of  South  Carolina.  Tho' 
admiaaion  of  alarea  into  tbe  representation,  when 
fUi^«9l«liied,eonwstotbi8:  that  tbe  inliaUl- 
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sciences  reprobated  it.  They  would 
evidently  have  prelerred  to  pass  over 
the  subject  in  silence,  and  frame  a 
Constitution  wherein  the  existence 
of  human  bondage  was  not  impliedly 
or  ooDstractively  recognized.  Henoe 
it  may  be  noted,  that  those  provisions 
favoring  or  upholding  Slavery,  which 

ant  of  Georgia  or  South  GaroUna,  wlio  goes  to 

the  coast  of  Africi,  ami.  in  doliance  of  th'-  most 
aacred  laws  of  luiinatiity,  tcard  away  his  fcllntv- 
croaturcd  from  their  dearest  couuections,  and 
dooms  tfaem  to  tho  most  cruel  bondage,  shall 
liave  more  Totea  fai  a  povemnieot  matitoted  for 
the  protection  of  tho  rij^hla  of  mankind  than  tlio 
titizen  of  Pennsylvan:.-*  or  New  Jersey,  wlio 
Tiawa  with  a  laudiiblo  horror  so  nefarious  a  prac* 
tloa.  He  would  add,  that  Domestic  Slaverj  ia 
the  most  prominent  fbature  in  the  ariatoentio 
couutenanceof  tho  j'ri'posod  Constitution.  ♦  ♦  ♦ 
Let  it  uot  bo  said  thai  Direct  Tu:calioa  is  to  be 
proportioned  to  Representation.  It  is  idle  to  sup- 
poae  that  the  General  Goreniinent  can  Rtrotch  its 
Land  directl/  into  the  podteta  of  the  people,  scat- 
tered over  aova^^t  aroiiiitrv.  They  cnn  duly  do  it 
through  tho  medium  of  exports,  impurls,  and  ex- 
cises. For  wliat,  then,  are  all  tho  sacriliccs  to  l)o 
made  ?  lie  would  sooner  aubmit  himaetf  to  a  tax, 
paying  for  all  the  negroea  In  the  United  States, 
than  saddle  posterity  trilh  such  a  Cuuyt  t'd'im. 

"Mr.  Dayhiv  [^of  New  Jersey]  He(•oud^•d  tiio 
motion.  Ho  did  it,  he  said,  tliat  hi<i  sentiments 
on  the  aabject  might  appear,  whatever  night  be 
the  ftte  of  the  amendment 

"Mr.  SitKRUAN  did  not  regard  the  admission 
of  nefjroofi  into  tho  ratio  of  representation  aa  hu- 
blo  to  ."Jiu'li  insiipcraljle  objeetions,"  etc.,  ete, 

"  Mr.  PiNCiUiBY  [0.  C,  of  isouth  Carolina]  OOQ- 
•Idered  tlie  Fishenea  and  the  Western  Frontier 
ns  t}inre  Imnlensomo  to  thn  United  States  tlian 
tho  ^Kivea.  llo  ihouylit  this  could  bo  demon- 
strated, if  the  occasiou  were  a  pro]K  r  one." 

On  the  question  on  the  motion  to  inaert 
«ftM"  before  '•inhaUtaats,"  H  waa  diaagreed 
te;  New  Jersey  olono  rotin;^  in  the  afBmmttm 
'^Madison' a  I'apers,  toL  ill,  p.  12«il. 

Tnesday,  Angnst  Slat: 

"Mr.  Luther  Martij*  |of  Maryland]  prnpoped 
to  vary  Article  VIL,  Section  4,  so  as  to  uliuw  u 
prohibition  or  tax  on  tho  importation  of  slaves. 
In  the  first  place,  aa  five  tiaves  are  to  be  count- 
ed M  three  f^enneii  in  tho  apportionment  of 
lepiOOontatives,  such  a  clause  would  leave  an 
enoouraj^eniout  to  this  trallic.  In  tho  second 
l)laco,  Hlavos  weakened  one  part  of  tho  Union, 
which  the  other  parts  were  bound  to  protect. 
The  prlvflege  of  importing  was  therefore  unrea* 
Bonable.  .\nd  in  the  third  place,  U  was  incon- 
aistetd  With  tli>-  priuctpU-i  of  the  Jievolution,  cmd 
dishonorable  ta  the  Ameriranehorueter,  foAOMMMift 
,  a/eature  in  tke  Otnutitution, 

**Ur.  RirtUDSi  [of  South  Oanlina]  did  not 
see  how  the  importation  of  slaves  could  be  en- 
couraged by  this  section.   Hewaanota^prohon-  | 


deform  our  great  charter,  are  not 
original  and  integral  parts  of  the 
fabric,  and,  as  such,  contained  in  the 
original  draft  tljcreof;  but  are  un- 
sightly and  abnormal  additions, 
rather  fitstoied  upon  than  interwoven 
with  the  body  of  the  stmctnra. 
Could  the  majority  have  made  such 

stve  of  insnrreetions,  and  would  readily  exempt 

tho  otherSt.itcs  from  tho  nlili.r;itiou  to  jirotcet  iho 
boutliern  a|j:aiust  them.  Udi<jion  and  humanity 
had  nothing  to  do  with  this  question.  Interest  alone 
ia  the  governing  principle  with  nations,"  etc 

"Mr.  BuswOBTH  [of  Oonaeeticut]  was  for 
leaving  tho  clause  as  it  stands,"  etc. 

"Mr,  PiNCKNEY. — South  CaroUna  can  never 
receive  the  plan  if  it  prohibits  the  Slave-Trade.  In 
every  proposed  extension  of  the  powera  of  Coa- 
greaa,  that  State  expressly  and  watdifully 
excepted  that  of  meddling  with  tho  importation 
ot"  negr<}es.  If  the  States  should  be  all  left  at 
liberty  on  this  .subject,  South  Carolina  may,  per- 
haps, by  degrees,  do  of  herself  what  ia  wiabed,  aa 
Virginui  and  Maiyland  have  already  done." 
".Viljourned."— /■^'j<Y.,  p.  l.^SS. 

Again:  in  the  debate  of  the  following  day — 
the  OQOdderation  of  Article  yn.,  Section  4,  being 
resumed — Colonel  Masox  [George,  grandfather 

of  .Tames  M.,  late  United  Stati'B  .^^enator,  and  late 
Confederate  emissary  to  Kuglaud]  gave  utter* 
anoe  to  the  IbUoiring  aentinienta: 

"This  infernal  traffic  originated  in  tho  avarice 
of  British  merchants.  The  British  government 
has  con.st:intly  ciiecked  tho  attempts  of  Virginia 
to  put  a  atoD  to  it.  The  present  question  oon^ 
oemed  not  the  importing  of  riaves  alone,  but  the 

whole  L'nii'n.  Tlif  f-i!  of  h<f  iug  sldfcs  vnueuft' 
ritnced  dunwj  (It  Lit':  u  ar.  llnd  slnvis  bten  treat' 
ed  as  they  iniijhl  hare  bet^n  by  the  enemy,  they  would 
luuK  proved  danyeroue  vutrumente  in  their  hands. 
But  their  folly  dealt  by  the  davea  as  it  did  by 
the  Torii  ^.  ♦  •  *  Maryland  and  Virginia,  ho 
said,  had  already  prohibited  the  importation  of 
Flavos.  North  Carolina  had  done  the  same  in 
substance.  All  this  would  be  vain,  if  South  Car- 
olina and  Georgia  be  at  liberty  to  import  Tb.9 
We^tcTn  people  are  nlremly  ralliiifr  f'r  .«!avcH  for 
their  now  lands;  and  will  lill  thai  c>)Uiilry  with 
slaves,  if  they  can  be  got  throuudi  S  >utii  Carolina 
and  Gioorgia.  Slavery  discourages  tho  arts  and 
mantifoeturea.  The  poor  despise  labor  when 
pcrfonned  bv  slaves.  Tluy  prevent  tl.e  emifrra- 
tion  of  wliites,  who  roily  cnr>!i  an  !  strengthen 
a  country.  They  pni<hiee  the  nuKst  pernicious 
effect  on  manners.  Every  master  of  slaves  ia 
bom  a  petty  tyrant  They  bring  the  judgment 
of  heaven  on  a  country.  As  natifus  ran  mt  be 
punisfied  in  th<i  ueut  icrul,  Uf  y  nru^l  bt  in  (hut. 
By  an  inevitable  cMain  of  ratist-s  ami  (Jj'n  t.i,  Prov. 
ideacevMishee  natiomi  sine  by  nationai  cuiamitiea.  ^ 
*  *  *  He  held  it  essential,  in  every  point  of  view, 
tliat  tho  General  Government  shouM  !>av(j  ]iov.'er 
I  to  prevent  liie  increaaeofSlavory." — lOid.,^.  i  jyo. 
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B  Constitution  as  they  would  have 
preferred,  Slavery  would  have  found 
no  lodgment  in  it ;  but  already  the 
whip  of  Disunion  was  brandislied, 
and  tlie  fatal  necessity  of  Compro- 
mise made  manifest.  The  Convention 
would  have  at  once  and  forever  pro- 
hibited, so  far  as  our  country  and  her 
people  were  concerned,  the  African 
Slave-Trade ;  but  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia  were  present,  by  their  dele- 
gates, to  admonish,  and,  if  admoni- 
tion did  not  answer,  to  menace,  that 
this  must  not  be.*  *'  Xo  Slavc- 
Trade,  no  Union  !"  Such  was  the 
short^ani3'shaip^altcrnative  presented 

•  In  tho  debate  of  tho  samo  dtiy,  "  General 
Pincknejr  declared  it  to  be  his  firm  conviction, 
that,  if  himself  and  all  his  oulle.igiii-s  were  to  sign 
the  Constitution,  and  use  tiicir  pcrsonsU  inllu- 
enoe,  it  would  be  of  no  avail  lo'.vurd  obtaining 
tho  consent  of  their  onn-^tituonts.  Soiitii  Car- 
olina and  Georgia  can  not  do  witl-.out  hlnves.  *  * 
He  contended  ihnt  the  importation  of  Hlavea 
would  bo  for  the  interest  of  llie  whole  Union. 
The  more  Blavcs,  the  more  products  to  employ 
the  carrying  trade ;  the  more  consumption  also; 
and  tho  moro  of  this,  tiie  more  revenue  for  tl>o 
common  treasury.  He  admitted  it  to  bo  reason- 
able, that  slavea  should  be  dutied,  like  other  im- 
ports, but  should  con-fider  a  rejertion  of  the  clause 
as  an  exclusion  of  South  Camlina  from  the  Union. 

"Mr.  Baldvnin  has  similar  concoptiuua  in  tho 
case  of  (ieorida. 

"  Mr,  Wilson  (of  Pennsylvania)  observed,  that, 
if  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  were  thus  di.s- 
poaed  to  get  rid  of  the  iraporiation  of  slaves  in  a 
short  time,  as  had  been  Huggi'Slod,  thiy  would 
never  refuse  to  unite,  because  tho  importation 
might  be  prohibited.  Aa  tlic  section  non* 
■taads,  all  articles  imported  nro  to  bu  tuxod. 
Slaves  alono  are  exempt.  This  is,  in  fact,  a 
bounty  on  that  article. 

"  Mr.  Dickinson*  [of  Delaware]  expressed  hij^ 
eentimcnta  as  of  a   similar  character.  And 
lIcBsrs.  KiNPand  Lasodos  [of  Now  Iirunpshiro|  ' 
were  also  in  favor  of  giving  tho  power  to  tho  i 
General  Government.  j 

"  General  Pikckxkt  thought  himsrlf  bound  ' 
to  declare  candidly,  that  he  d'ui  not  tumk  t^oufh 
Carolina  would  stop  her  importations  of  shi  es  m 
any  short  time;  but  only  stop  tliem  occisionally, 
as  she  now  does.  He  moved  to  ctjuiniit  the 
clause,  that  plaves  might  bo  made  liable  to  an 
equal  tax  with  other  imports;  which  he  Ihoiiglit 
right,  and  which  would  remove  ono  diUiculcy 
that  had  been  started. 

"  Mr.  RcTLBDGB  seconded  tho  motion  of  Gou- 
oral  Pinckney. 

"  Mr.  GotrvxaxBUB  Mokbis  vrished  tlie  wholo 


by  the  delegates  from  those  States. 
North  Carolina  was  passive ;  Vir- 
ginia and  her  more  northern  sisters 
more  than  willing  to  prohibit  at  once 
the  further  importation  of  Slaves; 
in  fact,  several,  if  not  all,  of  these 
States,  including  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land, had  already  expressly  forbid- 
den it.  15ut  the  ultimatum  ])resented 
by  the  still  slave-hungry  States  of 
tho  extreme  South  was  imperative, 
and  the  necessity  of  submitting  to  it 
was  quite  too  easily  conceded.  Roger 
Shermun,  of  Connecticut,  was  among 
the  first  to  admit  it.  The  conscience 
of  the  North  was  quieted*  by  em- 


subject  to  ho  committed,  including  tho  clause 
relating  to  taxes  on  exports,  and  tho  navig:ition 
net  The.«o  thin;rs  may  form  a  hargam  among 
the  Northern  nml  Southern  Stutes. 

"  Mr.  Bi-TLER  [of  South  Cjirolinn]  dcclnreil  that 
ho  would  never  agree  to  ilio  power  of  taiiug 
o.vports. 

"  Mr.  SnKRSiAX  said  it  was  bt-lter  to  lot  tho 
Soulliem  Stuti's  inijxjrl  .-^Inves  ilian  to  pi»ri  with 
them,  if  they  nuide  ili.it  a  .^i^ie  qud  ron." 

On  the  r|!iestion  for  committing  tho  remain- 
ing pnrt  of  Sections  4nnd  5.  of  .XriicU-  Vll.,  tho 
vote  w:is  7  in  tlie  ynirmalu ;  3  in  theiie^'iili^'o; 
Massacliusrlts  nltsvnt. — Il^i'.f.,  p.  Ki92. 

*  An  instance  of  this  guidiuif  influence,  C8 
exerted  by  The  Kilcrati^f,  a  series  of  letters, 
urging  ujion  tho  Northern  people  tho  adoption 
of  tho  new  Constitution,  tis  framed  and  present- 
ed to  tl'.eir  several  legislatures  for  ratilicatioa 
by  tho  Federal  Convention,  may  bo  shown  in 
the  follou  ing: 

"  It  wore,  doubtless,  to  ho  wished  that  tho 
power  of  pn^hibiiinfr  tho  imi)orralion  of  slaves 
had  not  been  postponed  until  the  yoarlMOS; 
or  rather,  that  il  h..d  licen  sntlVred  to  have  im- 
mo'lialo  operation.  Hut  it  is  not  dillieuU  to 
account  either  for  this  rcrtricliou  on  tin-  (iener- 
nl  (lovernment,  or  I'ur  tlic  manner  in  which  tho 
wholo  chniso  i.s  cxpreK.-ed.  It  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered iisa  great  point  piined  in  t'livor  of  human- 
ity, tliat  a  period  i-f  iwcii'y  years  may  terminate 
forever,  w:'.liiti  these  i^lalc^  a  tralli«'  which  h.ns 
m  long  and  ."o  loudly  upbraided  the  barb;irism 
of  miMlcm  policy;  that  within  that  period  il  will 
receive  a  cou.'^idfT.'il.lo  di.'^eoiiragi.mi'tit  iVnni  tho 
Federal  ( nivei nment.  and  may  be  totally  abol- 
ished by  the  concurrence  of  tho  lew  h-'tatcfV- 
which  conlinuo  the  unnaturt;!  trailio,  in  the  pro- 
hibitory example  which  la  giveu  by  so  l<inje  a 
iiiftjoriiif  of  the  Cui'in.  Happy  would  it  bo  for 
the  uuTortunato  Africans  if  an  ciinnl  prospect 
lay  before  them  of  being  redeemed  from  the 
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bodying  in  tlie  Coustilution  a  pro- 
yiso  that  Cougross  might  interdict 
the  foreign  81ave>l>ade  after  the 
expiration  of  twenty  yeara — a  term 
-which,  It  was  generally  agreed, 
ought  fnlly  to  eatisfy  the  craving  of 
Carob'na  and  Georgta.*  The  modi- 
fied proposition  to  })rohibit  the  Slave- 
Trade  now  encountering  no  opposi- 
tion, the  recoi^nition  of  Hlave?,  as  a 
basis  of  political  i>o\ver,  presented  a 
grave  and  intricate  problem.  It  was 
one  calculated,  at  least,  to  place  the 
antagonistic  parties  respectively  in 
&iae  positions.  If  slaves  are  homan 
beings,  why  should  they  not  be  repre- 
sented like  other  human  beinjj^s— 
that  is,  like  women  and  clilMren,  and 
other  persons,  ifjnorant,  hinnble,  and 
])owerles9,  like  themselveB?  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  ^'ou  consider  them  prop- 
erty— mere  chattels  persdnal^  why 

oppre«8ion  or  Uieir  European  brethmi." — 27(e 
Jndenditt,  toL  L,  pi  276. 

*  Tilt  Knajclopcedia  Britannka  (latest  edition 
— Art^  Slavery)  states  that  the  African  Shive- 
Trade  was  abolished  bj  Great  Britain,  after 
years  of  Ineffectual  straggle  trader  the  lead  of 
Granville  Shnrp,  Thoinaa  Clarkson,  Wilb<jrforce, 
eta,  on  the  25th  of  March,  18U7;  and  most  in- 
•oeantflfy  and  tn^uitlj  adds; 

"The  great  mensurc  of  tlie  Britisli  legislature 
was  itnitaiedy  in  the  lirat  instance,  by  the 
TJnited  States." 

To  n\y  notliing  of  acta  prohibiting  the  impor- 
tation of  slaves  hj  several  of  our  States,  Vir- 
gbift  and  Maryland  fnchuive,  prior  to  the  fram- 
ing of  our  Federal  Constitution,  and  the  provi- 
sions incorporafefl  in  that  instnimi nt  I'X'king  to 
a  oompieU)  supprcasiuu  uf  the  Slavc-IraUo  after 
tWMilgr  jswra,  oar  Oongrssa,  on  the  SSd  day  of 
llardi,  1794,  passed  an  act  forbidding  and  pun- 
ishing any  participation  by  our  dtiaeetts  in  the 
BIsTe-Tndetofordgnoountrtes,  which  had  long 
been  very  sealoualy  pursued  and  protected  by 
Great  Britain  as  a  larffo  and  l'.;crati%c  branch  of 
her  foreign  commerce  and  uavigation.  In  18U0, 
our  Oongresa  passed  a  Itartber  act,  to  the  same 
eflbct,  but  innre  sweeping  in  its  provisions  and 
■erere  in  its  penalties.  On  the  2d  of  March, 
180T— twenty^hiee  days  htfon  ttie  passage  of 
the  British  •ot-^Ooogreas  passed  one  which 


should  they  be  represented  any  more 
than  ships,  or  houses,  or  cattle t 
Here  is  a  nahob,  who  valaeB  his  favor- 
ite high-bred  horse  at  five  thonsaod 
dollars,  and  five  of  his  able-bodied 
negroes  at  the  same  aoioant.  Why 
should  his  five  negroes  count  as  three 
men  in  apportioning  the  repre- 
sentatives in  Coni;re»s  ainoii:.;  the 
several  States,  while  tlie  blooded 
horse  counts  just  nothing  at  all  i  We 
can  only  answer  tliat  Slavery  and 
Reason  travel  different  roads,  and 
that  he  strives  in  vain  who  labors  to 
make  those  roads  even  aeem  parallel. 
The  Convention,  without  niucli  de- 
bate or  demur,  split  the  diffeiviiee, 
by  (leciding  that  the  basis  alike  of 
Kupreiscntatidu  in  ('oncrress,  and  of 
Direct  Taxation,  .-lioiild  be  the  entire 
free  population  of  each  State,  with 
"three-fifths  of  all  other  persons."* 

prohibits  the  African  Slave-Trado  utterly — to  our 
own  oouDtry  as  well  as  to  foreign  lands.  True, 
this  act  did  not  take  effect  till  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary* ensuing,  because  of  the  crinstitntional  inhi- 
bition aforesaid;  but  we  submit  that  thiit  does 
not  loTalfdate  our  daha  Ibr  our  country  and  her 
Rcvr'b:tiorj:i-y  Ptii^f  «mf'n  of  the  honor  of  having 
pioneered  thus  liir  the  advance  of  Justice  and 
Humanity,  to  the  orertbrow  of  a  gfamt  iniquity. 

77(6  A"  :  ;,a(f  1/1  oforesnid,  in  noting  the  fiu;t 
tliat  th<  African  Slavo-Trado  was  abolished  by 
Great  Britain  under  the  brief  Whig  ministry  of 
Fox  and  OreoviUe,  after  sndi  abolttloa  had  been 
boldly  urged  for  twenty  years  under  the  all  but 
dictatorial  Tor.v  nde  of  Pitt,  wiio  was  professed* 
ly  its  iViend,  forcibly  and  truly  adds: 

"  The  proud  son  of  Chatham  lored  truth  ami 
jtutice  mt  a  little,  but  he  luved  potoor  euui  ploM 
greatly  more;  and  he  was  roeolTed  that  Negro 
EmaiiHpation  «hoiiH  notloeehim  eithr-ra  phred 
of  political  inliuuuce  or  a  .iMSanof  [royulj  favor." 

The  particular  individual  of  whom  tbis  is  said 

is  now  soTiio  f-ixty  yt'ar'*  ilcii  ! ;  I'Ut  the  breed 
was  not  extinct,  iu  cither  hemisphere^  at  the  date 
of  our  latest  adrioee. 

•  '•We  subscribe  to  the  doctrine,  mi^jht  one  of 
owr  StmiBmn  brethrM  obaerve,  that  Repreaentik 
tion  relates  more  immediately  to  persons,  and 
Taxation  moro  imme^Bstsljr to  property;  and  we 
join  in  the  appUcatioil  of  tliis  distinction  to  the 
esse  of  ouriiiiWB.  BaS  v»  4807 the  fiwt,  thsk 


Digitized  by  Google 


THB  FHOITIVB  8LAYB  0LAU8B. 


47 


At  length,  when  the  ConBtitution 
was  nearly  completed,  Slavery, 
throu<rli  its  uttornev,  Mr.  Butler,  of 
Soutli  Carolina,  presented  ita  little 
Bill  for  extras.  Like  Oliver  Twist,  it 
wanted  *8ome  more.'  Its  new  de- 
mand was  that  slavee  escaping  from 
one  State  into  another,  might  be  fol- 
lowed and  legally  reclaimed.  This  re- 
qnirement,  be  it  observed,  was  en- 
tirely ont.^ide  of  any  general  and 
obvious  necessity.  No  one  coidd 
prt'tfiul  that  there  was  any  thing 
mutual  in  the  obligation  it  bought  to 
impose — tiiat  Maaaachnsetta  or  New 
Hampshire  was  either  amdoos  to 
seeore  the  privilege  of  redahningher 
Higitive  slaves  who  might  escape  into 
Carolina  or  Georgia,  or  had  any  de- 
tire  to  enter  into  reciprocal  engage- 
ment'i  to  tin's  eiul.  Nor  could  any 
one  gravely  insit^t  tliat  the  j>rovision 
for  the  mutual  rendition  of  slaves 
was  essential  to  the  completeness  of 
the  Federal  pact  The  old  Oonlbd- 
eration  had  known  nothing  like  it; 
yet  no  one  asserted  that  the  want  of 
an  interstate  Fugitive  Slave  law 

rikwm  «•  eimridwsd  menly  as  propertj,  and  in 

no  reapert  whatever  as  persons.  The  true  state 
of  the  case  ia,  tiiat  ihey  partake  of  both  these 
qualities,  being  considered  by  our  laws  in  Homo 
respects  as  pnaooi,  and  in  other  reraects  as 
propertj.  In  befnp  oompdled-to  labor,  not 
nierelv  for  himself,  but  for  a  master — in  beinfr 
Tcndiblf  )>y  one  master  to  another  master,  and 
bein^  Hubject,  at  all  times,  to  bein^^  restrained 
fat  hia  liberty  and  cfaasiiaed  in  bis  body  bj  tlio 
mpMom  wiD  of  Ms  owner,  the  stere  may  ap- 
pear t'l  degraded  from  the  hiimnn  rank,  and 
classed  \titb  that  of  tho  irrational  animals, 
Vhich  fall  nnderthe  leftal  denomination  ofjprop- 
«rtr.  In  being  protected,  on  the  other  hand, 
In  nis  life  and  in  Ins  fimbe,  against  the  Tiolence 
of  all  nlhc  TH,  cTon  tho  master  of  his  hibor  and 
hia  liiKsrty,  ami  in  Ix'inK'  punished  himself  for 
an  violence  committed  ugaiuat  others,  tho  sLave 
is  no  less  legvded  1^  (he  law  as  »  member  of 
wetkty,  not  as  •  pert  of  the  irMtknal  ereation — 
•s  anwral  person,  not  a  mere  object  of  prop- 
erty. The  Federal  Constitution,  therefore, 
dfddes^  wUk  great  propriety,  on  the  case  of  our 
ilM^.liiMUll'.viewB  tl]om  in  the  mixed  ohar- 
tUtmit  fmem  and  property.  Oili%iBflM^ 


was  among  the  necessities  or  griev- 
ances which  had  impelled  the  as- 
sembling of  this  Convention.  But 
the  insertion  of  a  slave-catching 
clause  in  the  Constitution  would  un- 
doubtedly be  regarded  with  fitvor  hj 
the  slavdiolding  interest,  and  wonld 
strongly  tend  to  render  the  new 
frame-work  of  government  more  ac- 
ceptable to  the  extreme  South.  So, 
atler  one  or  two  nnsnceessful  at- 
tempts, Mr.  Butler  tinally  gave  to 
liis  proposition  a  shape  in  which  it 
proved  acceptable  to  a  majority  ;  and 
it  was  adopted,  with  slight  apparent 
resistance  or  ocnuideration.* 

In  these  latter  days,  sinoe  the 
radical  injustice  and  ioiqnity  of  slave- 
holding  have  been  more  profoundly 
realized  and  generally  appreciated, 
many  subtle  and  some  able  attempts 
have  been  made  to  explain  awaytliis 
most  unfortunate  provision,  for  the 
reason  that  the  Convention  wisely 
and  decorously  exduded  the  terms 
Slaoe  and  Slaieiyftam  the  Constito- 
tion;  '^becanae,"  as  Mr.  Hadison 
aays^  ''thsy  did  not  choose  to  admit 

their  trae  diaracter.  It  is  the  dinracter  be- 

Rtowed  on  them  by  tho  laws  under  w!ii  'h  they 
live;  and  it  wdl  not  be  disputed  (bat  iliese  are 
the  proper  criterion,  boL-auao  it  is  only  under  the 
pretext  that  the  Itws  have  transformed  negroes 
into  subjr  ctH  of  property,  that  a  place  is  denied 
to  them  in  the  comptitation  of  numljers;  and  it 
is  admUttid  that,  if  the  laws  were  to  restore  the 
rights  which  have  btm  taken  aiaay.  th>^  negroet 
viukl  no  ionger  be  r^vaed  an  tq;aal  share  of  repr«- 
amtaUon  wOh  fkt  «A«r  MlaNhnfr.*'— 2^  Ikdtr- 
atat,  TOL  iL,  |k  46. 

*  In  Convention,  Wednesday,  Augtist  29, 
1J81. 

"  Mr.  Biifler  moved  to  insert,  after  Article  XV., 
'if  any  person  Uivind  to  servii-e  ar  kibor  in  any 
of  (he  United  State.s  shall  e^<'ap<:>  into  another 
8tat«y  he  or  she  shall  not  be  discliarged  from 
eneh  eerrioe  or  labor  in  eonsequenoe  of  my 
regulations  existing  in  tho  State  to  which  they 
escape,  btit  fchall  be  deliven'd  up  to  the  perpon 
justly  claiming  their  serv  ice  or  lnlx)r'— which, 
ailer  some  Terbal  moditication,  was  agreed  to^ 
Mm.  epR.**— JfiHiimi'fiVsMra^  tqL  lii^p.  14B^  a 
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the  right  of  property  in  man.'"  It  |  Blaveholders :  "  This  provision  is 
has  been  argncd  that  this  provision    contrary  to  equity  and  good  con- 


does  iK't  contemphito  the  rendition 
of  fugitives  from  Slavery,  hut  rather 
of  runaway  apprentices,  persons  who, 
having  enterad  Into  oontracts  fbr 
their  own  labor,  hare  repudiated 
their  engagements,  and  other  sucli 
Jonahs.  The  records  and  reminis- 
cences of  the  Convention,  however, 
utterly  refute  and  dissipate  these  vain 
and  idle  pretenr^es.  It  is  sheer  ah- 
Burdity  to  eonteiul  tliat  SouOi  Caro- 
lina in  the  Convention  was  abstirb- 
ingly  intent  on  engrafting  upon  tiie 
Federal  G>nfltitation  a  proviidon  for 
the  lecaptnre  of  mnawaj  appren- 
tioes,  or  any  thing  €i£  the  sort  Wliat 
she  meant  was,  to  ext<n^  from  the 
apprehensions  of  a  majority,  anxious 
for  a  more  perfect  Union/a  conces- 
sion of  authority  to  hunt  futritive 
slaves  in  any  part  of  our  broad 
national  area,^  and  legally  to  drag 
them  thence  baek  into  perpetual 
bondage.  If  the  Conyention  cUd  not 
mean  to  grant  esoMstly  that,  it  trifled 
with  a  T©ry  grave  suljeet,  and  stooj)- 
ed  to  an  unworthy  deception.  How 
much  better  to  meet  tlie  issue  broadly 
and  manfully,  saying  trankly  to  the 


science ;  lience  we  can  not  obey  it. 
To  seize  our  fellow-mau  and  thrust 
him  into  an  abhoned  bondage  may 
in  your  eyes  be  innocent,  in  oars  it 
would  be  crime.  If^  then,  yon  ara 
aggrieved  in  any  ca8e,'by  our  refusal 
or  neglect  to  return  your  fugitives, 
make  out  your  bill  for  tlieir  fair  mar- 
ket value  an<l  call  U]>on  us  for  its 
payment.  If  we  refuse  it,  you  will 
then  have  a  real  grievance  to  allege 
— this,  namely:  that  we  have  de- 
piiyed  yon  of  what  the  Oonstltiitimi 
leoognizes  as  your  property,  and  have 
fidled  t6  make  recompense  therefor. 
But  you  surely  can  not  blame  us,  that, 
havinir  been  en  lightened  as  to  the  im- 
moral nature  of  acts  consented  to,  or 
sti|nilat('d  fur,  by  our  fathers,  we  are 
uiiiiblo  ioiifxer  to  commit  them.  Take 
our«pn>perty,  if  you  think  yourselves 
entitled  to  it;  but  allow  us  to  be 
&ithftil  to  onr  convictions  of  duty 
and  the  promptings  of  hnmanity.*^ 

General  Gharles  0.  Pindmey,  in 
laying  tlie  Federal  Constitution  be- 
fore the  (Convention  of  South  Caro- 
lina, wliich  assembled  January  15, 
1788,  to  pass  upon  it,  made  a  speech, 


•  In  tho  debate  of  Tuesday,  July  29,  1788, 
in  the  Nortli  Carolina  rutitioalion  convention, 
wfaioii  was  organized  at  Ilillaborougli,  Julj  21, 
1188: 

"Mr.  Trodell  licepod  leave  to  cxplnin  the 
reason  of  tliia  clauw  (last  clause.  Sr-otion  2, 
Article  IV.).  In  some  of  the  Nonliern  Suites, 
tbeyluiv*  emancipated  all  their  tiaves.  If  any 
of  our  ^ottea,  said  he,  go  there  and  tenudn  there 
n  cort;iin  time,  llx  y  wouKl.  liy  tho  |)re?C'Ut  laws, 
be  entitled  to  their  froodom,  so  that  their  man- 
ters  oould  not  get  them  airain.  This  would  \>q 
extremely  prejudicial  to  Um  inhabitaats  of  the 
6outhem8tate«;  and  to  prevent  It,  thi«  clause 
is  inserted  in  the  (' >tistiliition.  Thou^jh  tho 
W<xd  tlave  i%  not  muntioncd.  ihi.s  i.s  tho  mouuini? 
eir  It.  Tlie  Northen  delegates,  owing  to  their 
pewliar  loraplss  on  the  mbjoet  oi  Slavery, 
dM  not  dipaao  tba  word  «Ibm  to  be  nen> 
tioMd.**— DOmlK,  toL  it.,  p.  116. 


•  OoTornor  Soward,  in  hia  speedi  of  March  11, 
1850,  on  Freedom  in  the  Territories,  forcibly 
set  forth  tho  true  and  nionly  Northern  ground 

00  this  sabtfeet,  as  fbllows : 

"Tho  law  "f  nations  disavows  fucIi  oom- 
pacts:  tho  law  of  nature,  written  on  tho  hearts 
and  conseicncea  of  , freemen,  repudiates  then. 

1  know  that  thon '  are  laws^  of  various  sortsb 
which  regnlate  the  conduct  of  mon.  There  are 
constitiilions  and  statutes.  cikIcs  niercMntilo  and 
coflo:*  t  ivil ;  but  when  wo  ore  I'^i^ir  latiiig  for 
State's,  es]wcially  when  we  are  r'Umling  StatOB, 
all  these  laws  must  be  l^rought  to  (ho  Standard  ^ 
of  tho  Tnw  of  Qod,  must  be  XrkA  by  (hat  Hand* 
ard.  and  unist  stand  or  iidl  1^  it.  To  conclude 
on  this  point:  Wo  aro  not  alavdioldors. /We 
can  not,  in  our  judgment,  be  either  true  Cnrii- 
tians  or  real  freemen,  if  we  impose  on  another 
a  diafai  that  w»  dofy  all  homaa  powor  to  fasten 
on  oonelTea.'*— <8!M«nr«  Woriu,  voL  I,  pi  66J 
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in  which  ho  dwelt  with  reasonaiUeand 
jmtifiable  complaoencjon  the  advan- 
tages secured  to  Slavery  bj  the  Consti- 
taHoa     and  theee^  doobtlcfia^  were  [ 


TSBBITOaiBS.  49 

among  the  conaiderationB  which  se- 
curud  its  ratification,  by  that  body,  by 
a  vote  of  149  to  73.  Other  Southem 
States  may  have  been  thus  ai&cted. 


VI. 

SLAYEBT  UNBEB  THE  OONSTITTTTIOlSr. 


It  has  been  plauaibly  argued  that 
the  constitutional  provision  for  the 
Bnrrender  of  fugitive  slaves,  and  the 
inhibition  of  Slavery  in  the  Territo- 
ries simultaneously  embodied  in  the 
Ordinance  of  1787,  were  parts  of  an 
imi^ed,  ntlier  Hiaii  cdeaily  expressed, 
compact,  whereby  Slavery  in  the  old 
Btatea  was  to  be  protected,  upheld, 
and  guaranteed,  on  condition  that  it 
should  rest  content  within  its  eTiBting 
boundaries.  In  seeming  accordance 
with  this  hypothesis,  the  first  Federal 
Cc>ngres8,  which  met  at  New  York 
on  the  first  Wednesday  in  March, 
1789,  proceeded  forthwith  to  adopt 
and  re&iaflt  the  prohibitiaii  of  Slavery 
in  the  TerritorieB,  already  contained 
In  tihe  Ordmanoe  of  '87  aforesaid, 
and  to  adapt  that  Ordinance  in  all  re> 
spects  to  the  new  state  of  things  cre- 
ated by  the  Federal  Constitution.  No 

Th*  (bOmrfag  fa  m  ntnwt  ftom  Gemnl 
Ohao-  C.  Pinckncy's  npoech.  dclivpred  in  tho 
Sooth  Oaroliua  ratiflcatioa  coavcntioD,  January 
IT,  WM : 

"I  am  of  the  same  opinion  now  n3  I  was 
two  jears  ago— that,  while  there  remained  one 
acre  of  swajiqpland  nndeand  in  South  Carolina, 
I  would  raise  mj  voice  Minat  rettricting  the 
importation  of  negroes.  •  •  *  •  The  Middle 
Slates  and  Virginia  were  for  an  immr  dinte  and 
total  prohibition.  We  endeavored  to  obmte 
tine  ciyaetions  which  were  urged  in  tho  beat 
manner  we  ootild,  and  assigned  reasons  for  our 
insisting  on  the  importation,  which  there  ta  no 
cyf:\^iu:[  [•!  r<  [x.nt,  as  thov  mu9t  occur  to  every 
gentkmaa  in  the  Uouae:  a  committee  of  the 

•4 


voice  was  raised  in  dissent  from  this 
action.  On  tlie  other  hand,  the  next 
Congress  proceedtid  to  enact,  with 
very  little  opposition,  a  stringent  and 
comprehensive  fugitive  slave  law.' 

Korth  Carolina,  on  the  22d  of  De- 
cember, 178^— one  montii  after  rati- 
fying the  Federal  Gonstitntion^ 
passed  an  act  ceding,  on  certain  oour 
ditions,  her  western  territoiy — ^now 
constituting  the  State  of  Tenmemee — 
to  the  Federal  Union,  She  exacted 
and  required  Conpress  to  assent  to 
this,  among  other  conditions : 

Provided  altoayg,  that  no  regulation 
made,  or  to  be  made,  by  Oongreas,  shuil  tend 
to  wuoidpate  ilanrea." 

Qeoigia,  likewise,  in  ceding  to  the 
Union  (April  9, 180S)  her  outlying 
territories,  now  forming  the  States 
of  Alabama  and  Muaueippi,  imposed 

upon  the  Union,  and  rnqnircd  Con- 
States  was  appointed  in  order  to  accommodate 
thia  matter;  and,  after  a  great  deal  of  difficulty, 
it  waa  aattled,  ea  the  footing  of  the  Constitution. 
By  this  settlement,  wo  h.iv(*  HPcured  nn  unlimit- 
ed importatioa  of  negroes  for  twenty  years. 
Nor  is  it  declared  when  that  importation  abaS 
be  stopped}  it  mqr  be  continued.  We  haTe  a  . 
right  to  noovor  Our  daTes  in  whatever  part  of 
America  they  may  take  refuge.  In  short,  con- 
sidering all  drcumgtanoee,  we  have  made  the 
best  terms  for  the  aacaTlljf  of  tUs  apecies  of 
proper^  it  waa  in  oor  power  to  make.  W§ 
would  have  made  tetter  if  we  eovUL;  imi,  <m(he 
vhoU,  J  do  not  <lliMtt«a»»ML»-^S»M'«  Mbatmk, 
voL  iv.,  p.  285. 

i  For  this  ao^  aee  Jh^jUity'*  iM«Mt^  p.  aMk. 
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grasB  to  aooede  to,  the  ftUowing  oon- 
dition: 

"Fifthly.  That  the  territory  thns  ceded 
■hall  become  a  State,  and  be  admitted  into 
the  Union  as  somi  «•  it  shall  ooatidn  siztj 
thousand  inhabitants,  or  nt  an  earlier 
period,  if  Congress  sball  thiuk  it  expedient, 
on  the  same  eonditioiu  and  restrioliaiia, 
with  the  same  privileges,  and  in  the  same 
manuer,  as  is  provided  in  the  ordinance  of 
Oongreis  of  the  13th  day  of  July,  1787,  for 
the  government  of  the  western  territory  of 
the  United  States;  which  ordinance  shall, 
in  all  its  parts,  extend  to  the  territory  con- 
tained in  the  present  act  of  cession,  th«  arti- 
els  only  €JxepUd  9hkk/MiA  8lmtr$.** 

CkmgraeB  was  thus  prednded,  by 

ihe  imineoedeiited  and  peremptory 

COnditlonB  affixed  to  their  respective 

cessions  of  their  western  territory  by 
North  Carolina  and  Georgia,  from 
continuing  and  perfecting  the  Jefier- 
Bonian  policy  of  fnndanieiital  and 
imperative  Slavery  inhibition  in  the 
Federal  Temtories.  Had  Kr.  Jef- 
fenou'B  Qrdinanoe  of  1784  been 
paaeed  as  be  leportod  it,  tiiifl  benefi- 
cent end  would  bare  been  aeeared. 
Aooident,  and  the  peculiar  require- 
ments of  the  Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion, prevented  this.  Mr.  Dane's  Or- 
dinance of  1787  contemplated  only 
the  territories  already  ceded  to  the 


'  Tlu-  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwardn  (don  of  the  f»- 
nious  JunathaaBdmvd^  who  .was  the  greatest 
theologian,  and  one  of  the  groatoot  men  wfaom 
Hew  Bngiand  has  ever  produced),  preached  a 
sermon  against  the  African  Slave-Trade,  Septem- 
Iter  15,  1791,  at  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  then 
a  Slafe  State.  Tut:  Hie  Odden  Bule;  Mat- 
Uiew  vii.,  12. 

It  is  so  commonly  urged  that  the  Abolitionists 
eondssm  a  rektionwlMteof  tiief  are^resrir  jjpio- 
nmt,  that  the  following  extract  from  that  ser- 
mon is  of  interest,  as  the  testimony  of  one  living 
amid  Slavery,  and  as  proving  bow  essentially 
identical  are  tiie  objections  uiged  to  human  chat- 
telhood  at  all  times,  and  under  whatefer  dnmm- 
Staness.   Mr.  Edwards  said: 

"  AfKean  Sbvery  is  exeeedlngly  Impditie,  as 
it  disf-oiirages  industry.  Nothinpj  is  more  essen- 
tial lo  the  political  prospect  of  any  State  than 
industry  in  the  citi/.eu!i.  But,  in  proportion  as 
£Uves  aze  multiplied,  every  kind  of  lalKff  be* 


Oonfbderation,  leaving  those  still  to 
he  ceded  to  be  governed  by  8<»ne 

future  act.  The  assumption,  how- 
ever, that  there  was  between  the 
North  and  the  South  an  original  and 
subsisting  compact,  arrangement,  un- 
derstanding, or  whatever  it  may  be 
called,  whereby  so  much  of  the  com- 
mon teiiitorieB  of  the'  Bepoblio  as 
lay  soath  of  the  Ohio,  or  of  any  p»- 
tioolar  latitude,  were  to  be  surren- 
dered to  Slavery,  on  the  condition 
that  the  residue  ehould  be  quit- 
claimed to  free  labor,  is  utterly  un- 
founded and  mistaken.  The  author 
of  the  original  restriction  was  him- 
self a  slaveholder ;  yet  he  contem- 
plated and  provided  for  (as  we  have 
seen)  the  consignment  of  every  acre 
of  those  territories,  north  as  well  as 
south  of  the  Ohio,  and  down  to  the 
southfflmmost  limit  of  our  domain,  to 
Free  Labor  evermore.  A  majority 
of  the  States  which  sustained  that 
proposition  were  then  slaveholdin^ 
and  had  taken  no  decided  stej^ 
toward  Emancipation.  Yet  they 
none  the  less  regarded  Slavery  as  an 
evil  and  a  blunder,'  to  be  endnred, 


comes  ignominioos;  and,  in  bucX,  in  those  of  the 
United  States  In  which  skves  are  the  most  nu- 
merous, gontleiiicri  and  ladio."?  of  any  faaJiion 
disdain  to  employ  IhemselveH  iu  business,  which 
in  other  States  is  consistent  with  tho  dignity  of 
the  first  families  and  the  first  offices.  In  a 
country  filled  with  negro  slaves,  labor  belongs 
to  them  only,  and  a  white  man  is  despised  in 
proportion  as  he  applies  to  it.  Now,  how  de- 
structive of  industry  in  all  of  the  lowest  and  mid- 
dle class  of  citizens  such  a  situation,  and  the 
prevalence  of  such  ideas  will  be,  you  can  eadhr 
coiiceivo.  The  c-onsoquence  is  that  some  "wm 
neurly  starve,  others  will  betake  thomsolves  to 
the  roost  dishonest  praottoea  to  obtain  a  moans 
of  living.  As  Slavery  producsB  an  indolenos  in 
the  white  people,  so  it  produces  all  those  viosa 
which  arc  naturally  connei  U'd  with  it,  such  as 
intemperance,  lewdness,  and  prodigality.  These 
vices  enfbeble  both  the  body  and  the  mind,  and 
unfit  men  for  any  v^rous  exertions  and  esft* 
ployraents,  either  external  or  mental  And 
those  who  are  unfit  for  s;; .  li  oxertions  are 
already  very  degenerate ;  degenerate,  not  only  in 
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perhaps,  for  a  Beason  where  already 
established,  rather  than  to  invoke 
greater  mischiefs  and  perils  by  its  too 
sudden  and  violent  extirpation  than 
were  likely  to  flow  from  its  more 
piiliaiit  and  gndul  «itftmGtion.  Bat 
to  pkiit  SliMrcvy  on  viigm  soil— to 
coMflcrato  "vaflt  mod  jwt  TMant  terri- 
toms  to  Hb  exlenskm  and  perpetaa- 
tion — to  conqner  and  annex  atill 
fiirther  domains  expressly  to  increase 
its  security  and  enlarge  its  power — 
are  guilty  dreams  which  never  trou- 
bled the  repoBe  of  the  great  lx)dy  of 
oar  ReTolutionary  sages  and  patriots. 
Enlightened  by  their  own  experience 


as  to  the  evils  and  dangers  of  arbi- 
trary, despotic,  irresponsible  jx>wer, 
tliey  were  too  upright  and  too  logic- 
al to  beek  to  fasten  for  all  time  on  a 
helpless  and  iuoileusive  race  chains 
fiur  heavMT  and  more  galling  tiian 
thoBe  tfaey  had  joet  ahaken  oft  Hott 
of  ibem  hflild  dareB^  bat  held  them 
pfOtort  against  the  anomalj 
to  the  world  by  republican  i'V*^ 
bondage,  and  in  the  confident  hope 
that  tlie  dav  M'oiild  soon  dawn  tliat 
would  rid  themselves  of  the  burden 
and  their  country  of  the  curse  and 
shauie  of  human  chattelhood.'  Had 
they  been  aaked  to  onite  in  anj  of 


a  moral,  but  a  natural  eenae.  The/  are  oon- 
temptible  too,  and  will  soon  1m  dmjpiwd,  •v«a 

Igr  tbeir  negroes  themaelvea. 

"Slarory  leads  to  lewdness,  not  oaly  as  it 
prcxiucea  indolence,  but  an  it  affords  abundant 
opportunity  for  tliat  wickedness,  without  either 
the  daofer  or  difficulty  of  an  attack  on  the  vir- 
toe  of  a  woman  of  chastity,  or  the  danger  of  a 
ooonectSon  with  one  of  ill  fame.  A  planter,  with 
his  hundred  wc  tn  h(  s  about  him,  is,  in  some  re- 
flects at  leapt,  like  tlie  Sultan  in  liisaeragUo;  and 
we  learn  too  frequently  tho  influeiuie  and  eflbet 
of  such  a  sitaation,  not  only  from  common  fame, 
but  from  the  multitude  of  niulattoes  in  countries 
where  slaves  are  very  niimt  nms. 

**  Slavery  has  a  most  direct  tendency  to  baugh- 
tineas  also,  and  a  domineering  spirit  and  conduct 
in  the  proprietors  of  slaves,  and  in  their  children, 
and  in  all  who  have  control  of  them.  A  man 
wh'>  Ills  been  brought  up  in  dominooring  over., 
nogroea  can  scarcely  avoid  contracting  such  a 
kabtt  of  haughtiness  and  donlaation  as  will  oz- 
fnoB  itself  in  his  general  treatment  of  maukiud, 
whether  in  his  private  capacity,  or  any  office, 
civil  (-r  milil-iry,  with  which  he  may  be  vested. 
l>e«potism  in  aoonomioa  naturally  leads  to  des- 
.potnm  la  poBUay  aod  dooMstio  Slavery  in  a  free 
goremment  la  a  poilSBok  onleciom  ia  liuiiiaa 
aAirs. 

"  How  banef ul  all  these  tendencies  and  effects 
of  Slavery  must  be  to  the  public  good,  and  espo- 
fSlBy  to  the  public  good  of  such  a  flreo  country 
as  oars,  I  neadaot  infona  jw^'-^Strmom,  Ulb- 
99,  p.  10. 

*  The  opinion  of  the  Father  of  his  Ooontrj 
reeptKtitim'  t!ie  "pecuUar  institution"  of  the 
South  may  be  peroeived  from  the  following  ex- 
tnttg,  bi  a  loMor  to  LofaTotte,  bearing  date 
ApflS,  1783,  he  says: 

**Tbe  aohfiBM^  mj  dear  Mavqoii^  which  70a 
pnftm  aa  a  prooedent  to  enooungo  the  cimnid- 

p-t;  >n  of  tho  black  (X"oplc  in  this  c-ountry  from 
that  state  of  bondage  in  which  tlwy  are  Wd,  is 


a  striking  evidence  of  tho  benevolence  of  your 
heart  I  shall  ho  happy  to  join  you  in  10  land- 
able  a  work ;  but  will  defer  going  into  a  detail 
of  the  business  until  I  have  the  pleasure  of  aaa- 
ing  Tou."— ^pwM>«  Wuki»tkn»  toL  tUL,  p  414. 

Again,  fai  a  kMir  to  tlw  ana^  of  M^r  l<^ 

"  Tho  benevolence  of  your  heart,  my  dear  Mar- 
quis, is  so  conspicuous  upon  all  occasions,  that  1 
neverwmideraftaBjfreaapcoofliof  it;  but  your 
hite  purduan  of  an  eatato  01  tiie  oolonj  of  Cay- 
enne, with  a  view  to  emancipate  the  slaves  on 
it,  is  a  generous  and  noble  proof  of  your  human- 
ity. Would  to  Ocd  a  Uke  spirit  might  diffute  l 
Ustl^in  A»  minit  ^  tkt  Um  eounkry/t 

Botl  deapairof  laebglt  Some  petittona  were 
proFcnted  to  the  Assembly  at  its  last  session,  for 
the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  but  tliey  could  scarcely 
obtola  aieediag.'WNA,  voL     p.  168. 

In  a  remarkable  and  very  intereeting  letter 
written  by  La£qretta  In  the  pdiOB  of  Magdobwg^ 

he  said : 

**I  knewBOt  what dlepoaltlon baa beaiiSiiade 

of  my  plantation  at  Cayenne;  but  I  hnpc<  ^fadam 
De  Lafayette  will  take  care  that  the  negroes 
who  oultivata  it  ahaU  preaerre  their  liberty." 

The  following  language  is  also  Lafayette's,  in 
a  letter  to  Hamilton,  from  Paris,  April  13,  1785  : 

"  In  one  of  your  New  York  Gazettes,  I  find 
an  association  against  thelSlavcr)-  of  tlio  negroes, 
which  seems  to  me  worded  in  such  a  way  aa  to 
give  no  oOboae  to  the  moderate  maa  in  the 
Southern  States.  As  I  have  ever  bem  partial  h  ^ 
viy  brethren  of  thai  color,  I  wish,  if  yon  are  one  ' 
in  the  society,  you  would  move,  in  your  own 
name^  for  my  being  admitted  on  the  liat" —  Work* 
of  Aim.  BumUam^  K     1861,  vol  L,  ^  4S3. 

John  Adama,  ia  a  letter  to  Robert  J.  Bfaaa^ 

June  8,  1S19,  exprcsfms  himself  as  follows: 
"  I  respect  Uie  aeutiments  and  motives  which 
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the  projects  of  the  Sam  Houstous, 
William  Walken,  Quitmans,  and 
Slidells  of  our  daj,  they  would  baye 
xetoited  as  indignantly  as  the  aston- 

idied  Syrian  to  the  Hxlbniw  prophet 
— "1b  thy  servant  a  dog,  that  he 
should  do  Uiis  thing  f  Oh  that  they 
had  but  known  and  realized  that  the 
1  wrong  which  to-day  is  barely  tole- 
'  rated  for  the  moment,  is  to-morrow 
cherished,  and  the  next  day  bustain- 
ed,  eulogized,  and  propagated  1 

When  Ohio  was  made  a  State,  in 
1808,  the  lesidne  of  the  North- West 
Territory  became  Indiana  Territory, 
with  William  Henry  TTarrison — 
since  President  of  the  United  States 
— as  Governor,  Tts  earlier  settle- 
ments  were  mainly  on  the  banks  of 
the  Ohio  and  of  its  northern  tributa- 
ries, and  were  principally  by  emi- 
grants from  Yirginia,  Kentucky,  and 
other  Slaye  States.  These  emigrants, 
reslising  an  nigent  need  of  labor,  and 
being  accu8t(Hned  to  supply  that  need 
bj  the  employment  of  slaves,  almost 
iinanimoasly  memorialized  Congress, 
through  a  Convention  assembled  in 
1802,  and  presided  over  by  their 
Governor,  for  a  ti'mporarfj  suspension 
of  the  sixth  article  of  the  Ordinance 
of  *87,  whereby  Slavery  was  expressly 
prohibited.  Their  memorial  was  re- 
fened  bj  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tiyes  to  a  Select  CJommittcc  of  tlircc, 
two  of  them  from  the  Slave  States, 

baffo  prooqited  you  to  engaf^  is  yoar  pcwciit 
oconpation  bo  much,  that  I  Teel  an  esteem  and 
rfbction  for  yoor  person,  aa  I  do  a  veneration 
for  your  assumed  signature  of  Benjamin  Rush. 
The  turpitude,  the  itihumanitjr,  tlie  cruelty,  and 
Hwin/hmr  of  the  AiHoin  oommeroe,  have  been 
BO  imprcs^iivoly  roprcsented  to  llio  public  by  tlio 
highoHl  powers  of  clo<juonce,  that  nothinf^  that  I 
oould  say  would  incroaso  tiic  just  odium  in  wliich 
it  ifl^  and  oaght  to  be,  held.  Every  measwt  of 
§rmimuit  ^her^/bn^  om^  to  i«  ammntdfor  the 
mrnktai  total  wtUrptMm  tf  Skmmry  from  Ot$ 


with  the  since  famous  John  Randolph 
ofBoanoke,  then  ft  young  member,  as 
its  chairman.  On  the  dd  of  llansh, 
1808,  Mr.  Bandolph  made  a  anani 
mons  report  from  this  CommitteSy 
recommending  a  denial  of  the  prayer 
of  the  petitionen,  for  these  ressons : 

"  The  rnpid  population  of  the  Stat©  of 
Ohio  sofficieatl/  evinoea,  in  the  opiuioa  of 
your  OommittM^  that  the  labor  of  slayes  is 
not  npcessary  to  promote  the  growth  and 
settloiiient  of  ca>1od  OS  in  that  rctr ion  :  that 
this  labor— demonstrablj  the  dearest  uf  &nj 
— can  only  be  employed  in  the  cultivation 
of  products  more  vuluable  than  any  known 
to  that  quarter  of  the  United  Stales;  that 
the  Oommittee  deem  it  highly  dangerous  and 
inexpedient  to  impair  a  provision  wiselr 
calculated  to  promote  the  happiness  ana 
prosperitj  of  the  North-Weetern  Countrj, 
and  to  give  stren^h  and  seearitjr  to  that  ex- 
tensive froiititT.  In  t!io  sulutary  operation 
uf  this  ssgacioua  and  b«nevolent  restraint,  it 
is  belleyed  that  the  inhabitants  of  Indiana 
will,  at  no  very  distant  day.  find  ample 
remuneration  for  a  temporarjr  privatiuu  of 
labor,  and  of  emigratum." 

The  session  terminated  the  next 
daj;  and  the  subject  was,  the  next 
winter,  referred  to  a  new  committee^ 

whereof  Caesar  Kodnej,  of  Delaware^ 
I  was  chairman.  This  oommittee  re- 
ported in  favor  "  of  a  qualified  sus- 
pension, for  a  limited  time,"  of  the 
inhibition  aforesaid.  But  Congress 
took  no  action  on  tlie  report. 

The  people  of  Indiana  Territory  • 
persisted  in  their  seemingly  nnanip 
mons  supplication  to  be  allowed,  fer 
a  limited  period,  the  nse  of  Slave 
Labor ;  and  Mr,  Gamett,  of  Yirginia, 
on  the  14th  of  February,  1806,  made 

United  Stala.  ♦  •  •  I  have,  through  my 
whole  life,  lield  the  practice  of  ^avery  in  suclx 
abhorrence,  that  I  have  never  owned  a  negro  or 
any  other  .«Iave.  though  I  have  lived  fur  many 
years  in  times  when  the  practice  was  not  dis* 
grabeAd — ^when  the  best  men  In  mj  fUbaSty 
t!)ought!t  not  inconsistent  with  their  character; 
and  when  it  has  cost  me  thousands  of  dollars 
for  tho  labor  ami  subsistence  of  free  men,  which 
1  might  have  saved  by  the  purobsse  of  ne!npes^ 
at  times  when  Hhtj  wan  irecj  diMpk**— liMlf 
4^JUisJ4mm^  Boston,  IBM^  tcLx.,  99^ 
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snother  report  teom  a  Select  Oom- 
mittee  in  favor  of  granting  their  re- 
quest. But  Conjrress  never  took  this 
report  into  consideration.  At  the  next 
Bcssion,  a  fresh  letter  from  Governor 
Harrison,  inch)^^iT^^?  resolves  of  the 
Legislative  Council  and  House  of 
Kepresentatives  in  &yor  of  snspend- 
ing  temporarily  the  inhibition  of 
Blavieiy,  wm  racflfved,  and  referred 
(Jannaiy  SI,  1807)  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee,  whereof  Mr.  B.  Parjce^  Dele- 
gate from  said  Territory,  was  made 
chairman.  This  Committee,  com- 
posed mainly  of  members  from 
Slave  States,  made  (February  12th)  a 
tAird  report  in  favor  of  the  petition- 
ers ;  but  Gongreis  n^er  aoted  npoa 
tbe  Mibject. 

At  the  next  aeanon,  the  matter  waa 
bconght  before  the  Senate,  on  the  appa- 
rently nnanimons  prayer  of  Governor 
Harrison  and  his  Legislature  for  per- 
mifsion  temporarily  to  employ  slaves  ; 
but  there  was  now,  fur  the  first  time, 
a  ^emon^trance  of  citizens  of  the 
Territory  against  the  measure.  The 
Senate  referred  the  subject  to  a 
Select  Oommittee  of  three,vhereof Mr. 
JemB  Ftaklin,  of  K.O.,  wm  ehair- 
man ;  and  Mr.  Franklin,  on  the  13th 
of  November,  1807,  reported  briefly 
against  the  petition,  doeing  as  fol- 
lows: 

Your  Ciommittee,  aft«r  daly  ooDsidering 
the  matter,  respectfully  sabmit  the  following 
resolution : 

"  RtMolvfiJ,  That  it  in  not  expedient  at  this 
time  Ui  9U»pend  the  sixth  article  of  compact 
for  the  government  of  the  Territory  of  the 
United  State*  North- West  of  the  rivw 
Ohiu." 

And  here  the  long  and  fraiUess 
struggle  to  ftsten  Slavery  upon  the 
▼ast  Territoiy  now  forming  the  States 
of  Indiana,  Illinois,  ICichigan,  and 
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Wisconsin,  appears  to  have  ended. 
By  this  time,  emigration  from  the 
Free  States  into  that  Territory  had 
begun.  ^  But  it  is  probable  that,  at 
any  time  prior  to  1818-20,  a  majority 
of  the  white  settlers  actually  resident 
iu  that  Territory  would  have  voted  in 
favor  of  the  introduction  of  slaves^ 

For  a  oonnter-ievoltttion  had  been 
silently  proceeding  for  some  yean 

previous,  and  had  almost  eradicated 
the  lessons  and  the  principles  of  the 
Revolution  from  the  hearts  of  the 
South,  saving,  of  course,  those  por- 
tions wherein  they  seem  to  have 
never  been  learned.  The  bases  of  this 
revolution  are  the  acquisition  of 
Lonisiana  and  the  invention  <^  the 
Ootton  Gin;*  events  for  which  Thomas 
Jefferson  and  Eli 'Whitney — neither 
of  them  pro-slavery — are  primarily 
responsible.  The  acquisition  of  Lon- 
isiana, though  second  in  occurrence 
and  in  importance,  first  attracted  and 
fixed  tlie  attention  of  mankind,  and 
shall,  therefore,  be  first  considered. 

The  liver  HiBsissappl  wss  first  dis- 
oovered  in  1541,  by  the  Spanish 
adventurer  De  Soto,  in  the  eonrse  of 

his  three  or  four  years'  fantastic 
wanderings  and  fightings  throughout 
the  region  which  now  constitutes  the 
Gulf  States  of  our  Union,  in  quest  of 
the  fabled  Eldorado,  or  Land  of  Gold. 
He  left  Spain  in  1538,  at  the  head  of 
six  hundred  ambitious  and  enthusias- 
tic followers,  all  eager  and  sanguine 
as  himself  in  their  qnest  of  the  foun- 
tain of  perpetual  youth  and  life.  He 
died  of  a  malignant  fever  on  the  bank 
of  the  Mississippi,  in  the  spring  or 
early  summer  of  1543  \  and  bis  body, 


*TUt  word  is  merely  »  oonvptioa  of  enyme. 
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to  coiu-eal  his  death  from  the  sur- 
roinidiiii;  hostile  savages,  was  sunk  by 
his  surviving  Ibllowers  in  the  deep 
current  of  tlmt  mightj  stream.  Of 
the  entire  eOtpecHtion,  less  dian  hal^ 
an  enfeebled  and  wretched  remnant, 
finally  reached  the  coast  of  Mezioo, 
ip  the  summer  of  1543,  glad  to  have 
escaped  with  their  hare  lives  from  the 
inhospitable  swamps  and  savages  they 
had  so  recklessly  encountered.  It 
does  not  a])])eiir  that  any  of  them, 
nor  even  De  Soto  himself,  had  formed 
any  adequate  conception  of  the  im- 
portance of  their  discovery,  of  the 
magnitude  of  the  riverj  or  of  the  ex- 
tent and  IntiHty  of  the  regions 
drained  hj  its  tributaries ;  since  more 
than  a  century  was  allowed  to  tran- 
spire before  the  Mississippi  was  re- 
visited by  civilized  men.  And  its 
next  discoverers  were  not  Spaniards, 
but  Frenchmen;  although  Spain  had 
'long  possessed  and  colonized  Florida 
and  Mexioo  on  Mast  aide  of  its 
month.  Bnttlie  French— now  firmly 
established  in  Oanada,  and  penetrat- 
ing by  their  traders  and  voyoffeurw 
the  wild  region  stretching  westward 
and  iouth-westward  from  that  Colony 
—obtained  from  the  savajjes  some 
account  of  this  river  about  the  year 
1660 ;  and  in  1673,  Marquette  and 
Joliet,  proceeding  westward  from 
Ifontreal,  through  the  Great  Lakes, 
leaehed  the  Mississippi  above  its 
Jimction  with  the  Missouri,  and 
deecended  it  to  within  three  days' 
journey  of  its  mouth.  In  1682,  La 
Salle  descended  it  to  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  and  took  formal  possession 
of  the  region  in  the  name  of  his  king 
and  country.  A  fort  was  erected  on 
its  banks  bj  Iberville,  about  the  year 
1699 ;  and  in  1708,  a  settlement  was 
made  at  St  Peters^  on  tbe  Taioo. 


New  Orleans  was  first  chosen  as  the 
site  of  a  citv  in  1717,  laid  out  in 
1718,  when  tlie  levees  which  protect  . 
it  from  the  annual  inundations  of  the 
river  w«re  immediately  commenced, 
and  steadilj  prosecuted  to  completion, 
ten  yean  afkerwaiid.  The  eolony  of 
Louisiana  (so  natned  after  Louie  XIV .) 
remained  a  French  possession  until 
1762,  when  it  was  ceded  to  Spain. 
New  Orleans  gradually  incresised  in 
trade  and  population,  but  the  colony 
outside  of  that  city  was  of  slight  im- 
portance under  its  Spanish  rulers, 
wbo  did  little  to  develop  its  reeoor- 
oes,  and  were  not  popular  with  ite 
mdnly  French  inhabitants.  In  1 80% 
Napoleon  Bonaparte,  then  First  CJon- 
sul,  induced  the  feeble  and  decaying 
Bourbons  of  Spain,  then  in  close  alli- 
ance with  revolutionary  France,  to 
retrocede  to  her  Louisiana,  almost 
without  consideration ;  and  the  F'rench 
flag  once  more  waved  over  delighted 
New  Orleans. 

In  the  United  Stateeyhowmr, 
transfiar  was  regarded  with  regret  and 
apprehension.  Our  settlers  beyond 
tlie  Alleghanies,  who  must  export 
their  snrphis  products  through  the 
lower  Mississippi,  or  see  them  perish 
useless  and  valueless  on  their  liands, 
had  been  for  lifteen  years  in  a  state 
of  chronic  and  by  no  means  voiceless 
diiBatiBfaotion  with  tiie  alleged  jeal- 
ous hostility  and  obetmctlTe  regula- 
tions of  the  Spanish  rulers  of  that 
essential  outlet.  Threats  were  freely 
uttered  that  |hey  would  soon  descend 
the  river  and  clear  its  lower  banks 
of  the  Di>ns  and  drones  who  seemed 
to  burrow  there  only  as  an  impedi- 
ment and  a  nuLsance.  The  Span- 
iards were  charged  with  fomenting 
intrignee  in  Kentucky  and  Tenneesee^ 
whif^  had  for  their  object  the  aliena- 
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tion  of  the  entire  valley  of  the  Ohio 
from  the  Union ;  and  certain  discon- 
tented or  desperate  spirits  were 
pofaitedat  and  named  their  neigh- 
bon  as  having  sold  iheniBelTeB  Ibr 
money  to  the  Spaniah  governor  at 
New  Orleans,  agreeing  to  lend  all 
tiieir  energies  to  the  promotaon  of  his 
abenrd  scheme.  So  long  as  Spain 
held  the  gateway  of  the  Mississippi, 
it  seemed  that  no  other  sway  there 
could  be  more  unpopular  or  odious 
with  our  Western  pioneers. 

But  a  'sober  seeond  thought '  was 
evinced  from  the  moment  that  her 
iag  had  been  sapplaated  by  that  of 
republican  France.  It  was  inatino* 
tivefy  and  universally  felt  tliat  even 
the  growls  and  threats,  in  which  our 
people  so  freely  indulged  so  long  as 
the  etl'ete  and  despised  Spaniard  was 
their  object,  would  no  longer  be  politic 
nor  safe.  Directly  after  the  general 
itioai^iiiirope,  in  1802,  by  the 


tnaify  of  Amiens,  a  poweif al  Ereneh 
eipeditUm  had  sailed  ftr  the  West 

Indirs ;  and,  though  it^  ostensible  and 
real  destiaatioa  vaaHayti,  the  qppce- 

hension  was  here  general  and  reason- 
able that  it  would  ultimately,  if  not 
immediately,  be  debarked  on  the 
banks  of  the  Mississippi.  The  privi- 
legoe  of  navigation  and  of  deposit, 


I  which  had  seemed  so  niggardly  when 
conceded  by  the  weakne^a  of  Spain, 
were  now  rather  contracted  than  en- 
larged, and  were  likely  to  be  with- 
drawn altogether.  WehadfhBely  OOUr 
teamed  and  denonnced  the  stopidity 
and  blindneasof  King  Log^bntbeeame 
suddenly  grave  and  silent  on  the  nn- 
expected  advent  of  King  Stork. 

Mr.  Jefferson,  who  had  recently 
been  called  to  the  Presidency,  and 
who  mainly  did  the  deeper  thinking 
of  tl\e  young  and  vigorous  party 
which  now  roled  the  ooontiy,  re*' 
garded  the  change  with  alarm  from 
still  another  aspect.  Popular  Bym> 
pathy  with  and  admiration  for  repub- 
lican Fiance,  with  a  caneaponding 
aversion  to  and  liatred  of  aristocratic 
England,  were  among  the  most  po- 
tent influences  which  had  combined 
to  overthrow  the  Federalists  here  and 
bring  the  Eepubllcans  into  power. 
But  all  this  was  now  morally  certain 
to  be  levened.  France,  planting 
herself  as  it  ifere^  at  onr  back  door, 
there  erecting  fortiiicationB,  and  jeal- 
ously setatinizing,  if  not  positively 
arresting,  every  one  who  should  un- 
dertake to  pass  in  or  out,  became  in- 
evitably and  predominantly  the  ob« 
ject  of  American  distrust  and  hostili- 
ty.*   And  now  the  great  advantage 


■  Upon -loaminfr  of  this  important  transfer, 
Mr.  Jeffeniou  (April  18,  1802)  wrote  to  Mr. 
IMngBtoo,  «ir  IGnMw  at  Fteii^  m  fbOows: 


"The  oessioo  at  TiWililiiii  and  the  Florida! 
bj-  Bfida  to  iYamoa,  works  meet  aoreW^  on  the 
tfnited  States.   On  this  subject,  the  Secretary 

of  Sf  i'"  liiii  WTittcn  to  you  fully;  ytl  I  cannot 
forbsttf  recurring  to  it  personuUr,  so  deep  in  the 
inprearioo  it  nukes  od  my  mind.  It  complet«ly 
rererses  all  the  poUtiflal  relations  of  the  United 
States,  and  will  form  anewepodi  fn  our  politi- 
cal GOUTS*.  Of  all  nati'tiis  of  any  cnu-^ideratinu. 
France  is  the  one  which  hitherto  has  ofiered  the 
ftwest  points  on  which  we  ooald  have  aaj  oaii> 
llict  of  rights,  and  tha  moat  points  of  a  oommn- 
aloft  of  infeersata.  Item  ttaaa  caosea,  wa  have 
ito  heraaonr  milmvi  /rlm^  as  ops 


with  which  we  oould  never  hare  an  occasion  of 
diflference.  Her  (growth,  therefore,  we  viewed 
as  our  own — lior  mi.sforlnnea  ours.  ThtTo  is  on 
the  ^obe  one  single  npot,  the  possessor  of  which 
is  our  natural  and  habitual  enemy.  It  is  New 
Orleans,  through  which  the  produce  of  three- 
eighths  of  our  territory  must  pass  to  market  ; 
and,  from  its  fertihty,  it  will  ere  long  yield  nmre 
than  half  of  our  whole  produce,  and  contain 
more  than  half  of  our  inhabitanl8i  Ikanoe^ 
placing  herself  in  that  door,  asstnnea  to  U  Ilia 
attitude  of  defiance.  Spain  might  hstva  retidn- 
ed  it  quietly  for  years.  Her  pacific  dispositiims, 
her  feeble  stato,  would  induce  her  to  increase 
oar  ftcilities  there,  so  that  her  possession  of  the 
place  would  be  hardly  felt  by  un,  and  it  would 
not,  perhaps,  be  veiy  long  before  some  droun^ 
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hitherto  accruing  to  the  Republican  ! 
or  Democratic  party  from  our  rela- 
tions with  Europe,  and  our  sympa- 
thies with  one  or  the  other  of  the 
paiUeB  wMeh  dividod  her,  would  be 
transferred  at  onoe  totheFedeiralists, 
and  probably  doubled  or  qnadnipled 
in  intensity  and  efficiency.  The  vigi- 
lant and  far-seeing  Jefferson,  always 
a  patriot,  and  always  intensely  a  par- 
tisan, perceived  the  peril  at  once  to 
his  country  and  his  party,  and  re- 
solved by  a  bold  stroke  to  avert  it. 
He  determined  tj^at  Louisiana  should 
be  oun,  and  peroeived,  in  the  gather^ 
ing  Btorm  of  war,  destined  so  soon  to 
sweep  away  the  fragile  fiost-work 
the  recent  and  unreal  peace,  a  means 
of  bending  the  astute  and  selilsh  Na 
poleon  to  his  will.  Louisiana,  so  re- 
cently and  easily  reacquired  by 
France,  must  become  a  peril  and  a 
burden  to  her  upon  the  outbreak  of 
fresh  hostilities  with  a  power  so  su- 
perior in  maritime  strei^B^  as  Great 
Britain.  Tamely  to  snnender  it, 
would  be  damaging,  if  not  diigraoe- 
frd;  to  hold  it,  would  cost  a  fleet  and 
an  army,  and  the  transfer  of  this  fleet 
and  army  to  a  point  po  distant  as  the 
Mexican  Gulf  was  at  best  a  hazardous 
enterprise.  France  badly  needed 
money  ;  we  needed,  or  at  least  covet- 

of  it  to  lu  the  price  of  Kmietldiig  of  more  vofth 
to  her.  Not  so  cea  ft  ever  be  ni  the  fauda  of 

Frenro.  T!  impetuosity  of  her  temper,  the  en- 
ergy and  reHtlessnesa  of  her  character,  placed 
in  a  point  of  eternal  friction  with  us,  aud  our 
dutnoter,  which,  tbongh  quiet  and  lorins  peace 
end  the  puranit  of  WMlth,  is  higfa-minTOd,  de- 
?pi8iti^'  wealth  in  oompetition  with  insult  or  in- 
jury, rnterprising  and  ener^tic  oa  any  nation  on 
(Mirth  ;  these  circumstances  render  it  impossible 
that  France  and  the  United  Statee  can  continue 
kmfir  AiendB,  when  they  meet  hi  ao  Irritable  a 
position.  They,  a.s  wt  11  as  wc,  must  be  blind  if 
they  do  not  eoc  tiiis;  and  we  must  bo  very  im- 
provident if  wc  it)  not  begin  to  make  arrange- 
■^cit»^  thatkbiothesia  The  di^  that  France 
tiaefl  possessiaror  New  Orteana  flzes  the  nen- 
teiicn  whi'  li  i^  to  ro>tr:.in  her  forever  within  her 
low-water  luarl^  it  aeala  ttie  union  of  two  na-  1 


]  ed,  Louisiana:  and,  where  the  rulers 
on  either  side  are  men  so  capable  and 
clear-si <,'li ted  as  lM)na|>arte  and  Jef- 
ferson, an  airaugem^t  mutually  ad- 
yantageons  is  not  likelj  to  fiuL 
After  some  skiUfiil  diplomatic  ft&o- 
ing— Jeffenon  talking  as  if  the 
island  of  Orleans  and  the  Floridas 
were  all  that  we  greatly  cared  for, 
when  he  meant  from  tlie  first  to  have 
the  wliole— and  after  some  natural 
higgling  aln)ut  the  price,  the  bargain 
waa  struck  on  the  30th  of  April, 
1803.  The  hungry  treasury  of 
France  was  rieher  bj  twelve  milliona 
of  dollars;  Ibnr  millions  more  were 
paid  by  onr  g07emment  Ur  our  ofwn 
citizens,  in  satisfaction  of  their  right- 
eous claiuiH  against  France  £)r  spoUa- 
tioHB  and  other  damages;  and  the 
United  States  became  the  unques- 
tioned owner  and  possessor  of  the  en- 
tire Valley  of  the  Mitvsijisippi ;  acquir- 
ing by  this  bloodless  purchase  an  area 
of  virgin  soil,  subject  to  the  Indiani^ 
rights  of  inheritance  and  occnpancjj 
worth  many  times  its  entire  cost 

There  is  no  evidence  that  this  pur- 
chase "was  made  in  the  interest  of 
Slavery,  or  with  any  reference  to  the 
peqjetuation  of  its  existence  or  the 
increase  of  its  power.  But  this  does 
7i(>t  at  all  impinge  on  the  fact  that  • 

tions,  who,  in  conjanotiMi,  oan  nfcintainwidiiiif 
posseaaton  toi  Hie  ocean.  From  that  moment, 

we  must  marry  ourselves  to  the  British  fleet  and 
nation.  Wo  must  turn  all  our  attention  to  a 
maritime  force,  for  which  our  resources  place  ua 
on  Tery  high  ground :  and,  hnriiic  fimned  and 
connected  together  a  power  whi<m  may  render 
re -enforcement  of  her  settlements  here  impossible 
to  France,  make  the  first  cannon  which  shall  be 
fired  in  Europe  the  a^nal  for  tearing  up  anj  • 
settlement  ahe  maj  hwt  made,  and  fur  hoUiaf 
the  two  eontinenta  of  America  in  sei^ueatralioii 
for  the  (  (itiiiiion  purpose  of  the  united  British 
and  Americ^in  nations.  This  is  not  a  state  of 
thinga  we  seek  or  desire.  It  is  one  wUdl  tiliB 
measure,  if  adqpted  by  France,  forces  on  ua,  as 
necessarily  as  any  other  oanse,  by  tbe)awa,of 
nature,  brin^  on  its  necessary  efltMSt**— JS|^il^ 
aon'a  Works,  toI.  i?.,  p.  431. 
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Sla>Tei7  in  <nir  tJnioiL  did  weaare  by 
iSbm  aoqmBition  a  vast  eortension  of  itB 
power  and  influence.  Louisiana 

came  to  ns  a  slaveholding  territory ; 
had  been  such,  whether  under  French 
or  Spanish  rule,  for  generationi*. 
Thougli  its  population  was  spar&e,  it 
was  nevertheless  widely  disperBed 
along  the  MiflaiHippi  and  ita  lofrer 
tribntariaa,  thcro  l^^ng  quite  oonsid- 
enUe  eetdenienta  at  and  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  St.  Louis.  Slavay  had  thus 
ahmdj  achieved  a  lodgment  and  a 
finn  fiwthold  in  this  vast,  inviting 
domain.  Possession  is  notoriously 
nine  points  of  the  law ;  but  in  this 
case  the  tenth  was  not  wanting. 
The  white  inhabitants  were  habit- 
uated to  flkvehoUttDg,  liked  it,  and 
indolentlj  belieTed  it  to  be  condn- 
eive  toiheir  importanoe,  thaiT  vealih, 
and  tiieir  comfort.  Of  the  swarm  of 
endgnnita  and  adventoreEa  certain  to 
pour  in  upon  them  rs  a  consequence 
of  our  acquisition,  a  large  majority  ! 
would  naturallv  come  trom  the  States 
nearest  them,  that  is,  from  the  pre- 
ponderantly and  inveterately  Slave 
Stalea;  whQe  the  Northern  adven- 
tarers,  hying  with  alacrity  to  sadi  a 

•  toaaptingii^forapeoiilationandez- 
perimenty  were  pretty  sure  to  inter- 

•  poee  no  /anaiieal  objection  to  a 
social  condition  unanimously  pro- 
nounced 80  pleasant  and  profitable 
by  all  who  were  permitted  to  speak 
at  all  on  the  subject.  Moreover, 
the  treaty  of  cession  had  expressly 
stipulated  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Loofsiana  "ahonld  be  incorporated 
into  the  Union  of  the  United  States, 
and  admitted,  as  soon  as  possible,  ac- 
cording to  the  principles  of  the  Feder- 
al Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of 
all  tlie  rights,  advantages,  and  immu- 

-   nitiea  of  citizens  of  the  United  States. 


And,  in  the  mean  time,  they  should 
be  maintained  and  protected  in  the 
free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  prop- 

erfy^  and  the  religion  which  they 
professed."   A  just — no,  even  a  liter- 
al  construction   of  this  provision, 
giving  to  the  word  "  inhahitants"  its 
natural  and  full  signification — might 
have  Becnred  liberty,  with  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all  the  rights,  advantages, 
and  inminnities  of  dtizeiis  of  the 
United  States,"  to  the  colored  as  weU 
as  the  white  Louisianians  of  that  day. 
But  it  is  hardly  supposable  that  this 
was  really  intended  l»y  the  treacher- 
ous murderer  of  Toiissaint,  just  sig- 
nally baffled  in  his  formidable  at^ 
tempt  to  reenslave  tlie  freedmen  of 
HaytL  It  is  very  certafai  that  this 
construction  was  never  pnt  in  prac- 
tice, bnt  that  those  vho  had  been 
slaves  under  Spanish  and  French 
rule  in  Louisiana  xemained  so  under 
the  flag  of  our  country,  dWng  in 
i  bondage    unless    Bpecially  emanci- 
pated, and  leaving  their  children  the 
sole  inheritance  of  their  sad  condi- 
tion ;  and  that  slaveholders,  whether 
in  fact  or  in  purpose  only,  eagerly 
hastened  to  our  new  purdiase  and 
rapidly  covered  its  most  inviting  lo- 
calities with  cotton-fields  and  slave- 
huts.   The  day  tiiat  saw  Louisiana 
transferred  to  our  Union  is  one  of 
woeful  memory  to  the  enslaved  chil- 
dren of  unhappy  Airica. 

The  plant  known  as  Cotton^ 
whence  tiie  fiber  of  tiiat  name  is 
mainly  obtained,  appears  to  be  indi- 
genous in  most  tropical  and  semi- 
tropical  countries,  having  been  found 
growing  wild  by  Columbus  in  St. 
Domingo,  and  by  later  explorers 
throughout  the  region  of  the  low- 
er Mississippi  and  its  tributaries. 
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Cortes  found  it  in  nse  by  tlie  hulf- 
civilized  Mexicans ;  and  it  Ims  been 
rudely  fabricated  in  Africa  frum  time 
inuiieuiorial.  India,  however,  is  tiie 
eai'liest  known  seat  of  the  cotton 
mimftotiiw^  and  bere  it  long  ago 
attained  the  highest  perfeotion  poad- 
ble  prior  to  tiie  application  of  Bteam,  i 
irith  odnplicated  machinery,  to  its 
TarioQS  prooeoBes;  and  hence  it  ap- 
pears to  have  gradually  extended 
•westward  through  Persia  and  Arabia, 
until  it  attracted  the  attention  of 
the  Greeks,  and  was  noticed  by 
Uerodutus  about  450  B.  C,  as  the 
pzodnct  ot  an  Indian  trae^  and  the 
staple  of  an  ezteoeive  mannfmctore. 
Later  Greek  accoonta  oonfirm  the 
impreesion  that  the  tree  or  shrub 
variety  was  cultivated  in  India  pre- 
viously to  the  plant  or  annual  now  by 
far  the  more  commonly  grown.  The 
Ilomans  began  to  use  cotton  fabrics 
before  the  time  of  Julius  Caisar,  and 
the  cotton-plant  was  grown  in  I^Uj 
and  alm^  the  n<Hrtheni  ooaat  of  the 
Heditemmean  ao  eailj  as  ibe  tenth 
oentory.  The  cnhare,  however,  does 
aot  appear  to  have  ever  ajttained  a 
great  importanee  in  any  portion  of 
the  world  regarded  by  the  Greeks 
and  Komaiis  as  civilized,  prior  to  its 
recent  establishment  in  Egypt,  in 
obedience  to  the  despotic  will  of 
Ibrahim  Pacha. 

In  the  British  coloniea  now  earn- 
poeing  this  eonntiy,  the  experiment 
of  ootton-planting  was  tried  so  eariy 
as  1621 ;  and  in  1666  the  growth  of 
the  cotton-plant  is  on  record.  The 
cultivation  slowdy  and  fitfully  ex- 
panded throughout  the  following 
century,  extending  northward  to  the 
eastern  sliore  of  Marvlaiid  and  the 
Boutherrnnost  point  of  New  Jersey — 
ivhere,  however,  the  plant  was  grown 


more  for  ornament  than  use.  It  is 
stated  that  seven  bags  of  cotton- 
wool" were  among  the  exports  of 
Charleston,  S.  C,  in  1748,  and  that 
trifling  shipments  £rom  that  port 
ipera  lilcewiM  made  In  1754  and  1757. 
In  1784^  itr  is  leeofpdad  that  9^ 
bagSy  shipped  to  Eni^d,  were 
seized  at  the  cnstom-hoose  as  £rand»- 
lently  entered :  "Cotton  not  being  a 
production  of  the  United  States." 
The  export  of  1700,  as. returned,  was  ' 
eighty-one  bags ;  and  the  entu-e  cotton 
crop  of  the  United  States  at  that 
time  wa8>  probably  less  than  the  pro- 
duct of  some  single  plantation  in  ovr 
day. 

For,  though  the  plant  grew  hub> 

uriantly  and  piodoeed  abundantly 
througliout  tide- water  Virginia  and 
all  that  portion  of  our  country  lying 
southwiird  atid  south-westward  of 
Iii(']nii<»ntl,  yet  the  eiH)rmous  lal)or 
re(jnired  to  separate  the  seed  lium  the 
tiny  handful  of  fibres  wherein  it  was 
imbedded,  prei^Qded  its  cKtenaiveaBA 
profitable  coltivation.  It  was  eakor 
ted-  that  the  perftot^ipantion  of  one 
poosd  of  fibre  from  the  seed  was  aa 
average  day's  work ;  and  this  fact  pr^ 
sented  a  formidable  barrier  to  the 
production  of  the  staple  in  any  but  a 
region  like  India,  where  labor  can  • 
be  hired  for  a  price  below  the  cost 
of  subsisting  slaves,  however  wretch- 
edly, in  this  Qoontry.  It  seemed  that 
the  limit  of  American  ootton  colti- 
vation had  been  fidly  reached,  when 
an  event  occurred  which  speedily  rev- 
olutioni7>ed  the  industry  <^  our  slave- 
holding  States  and  the  commeroeand 
Tnamifafitures  of  the  worid. 

• 

Eli  "WnrrNEY,  a  native  of  West- 
borough,  Worcester  County,  Masaar 
dhusetts,  bom  Beoember  8^  176^  vat 
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doBCended  on  both  sides  from  ances- 
tors of  English  stook,  who  dated  their 
migration  from  the  old  country  nearly 
back  to  the  memorable  voyage  of  the 
Mavftower.  The v  wereorenerally  farm- 
era,  and,  like  most  farmers  of  those 
dajB,  in  verj  moderate  circumstanced. 
SB's  firtber,  poor,  mdoBtfioiUi  and  in- 
gemomj  had  a  workshop  wherein  he 
devoted  the  mdcment  season  to  tibe 
makii^of  wheels  and  of  chaSrs,  Here 
the  son  early  developed  a  remarka- 
ble ingenuity  and  moclinnical  skill; 
establishing,  when  only  titleen  years 
of  age,  the  manufacjtnre  by  hand  of 
wrot^ht  nails,  for  which  there  was, 
in  those  later  yean  of  our  Revolntion- 
ary  atroggle,  a  demand  at  high  prices. 
Thongh  be  had  had  no  instmetion  in 
nafl-making,  and  his  few  implements 
wme  of  the  mdest  deecription,  he 
pnri^ned  the  basinees  throng  two 
winters  with  profit  to  his  father,  de- 
voting the  summers,  as  before  and 
afterward,  to  the  labors  of  the  fann. 
After  the  close  of  the  war,  his  nails 
being  no  longer  in  demand,  he  en- 
gaged in  the  mannflwtnre  of  the  pins 
thai  in  ftahion  Ibr  ihsteni]^  ladies^ 
bcmnets,  and  nearly  mtmopolized  the 
market  throngh  the  exedUenoe  of  his 
prf>dnct.  "Walking-canes  also  were 
'  anidiig  Lis  winter  manufactures,  and 
were  esteemed  peculiarly  well  made 
and  handsome.  Meantime,  he  con- 
tinned  the  ^devotion  of  his  smumers 
t0  tli|  Jphon  of  tho  &im,  attending 
Ike  ^mmxm  sehool  ct  hk  distriet 
throD^^  wfkter  sesram,  and  being 
therein  noted  for  devotion  to,  and 
•minent  skiU  in,  arithmetic.  At  four- 
teen, he  was  looked  upon  by  his 
neighbors  as  a  very  remarkable,  en- 
ergetic, and  intelligent  youth.  At 
nineteen,  he  resolved  to  obtain  a  lib- 
eral education ;  but  it  was  not  until  j 


I  he  had  reached  the  matar»  age  of 
{ twenty-three  that  he  was  enabled  to 

'  enter  college.  By  turns  laboring 
with  his  hands  and  teaching  school, 
he  obtained  the  means  of  prosecuting 
his  studies  in  Yale,  which  he  entered 
in  May,  1789.  11©  borrowed  some 
money  to  aid  bbn  in  his  progress, 
giving  his  note  Hbanhty  and  paying 
it  so  soon  as  he  oonld.  On  the  do- 
cease  of  his  father  some  years  aftef>- 
ward,  he  took  an  active  part  in 
settling  the  estate,  but  relinquished 
his  portion  to  his  co-heirs.  It  is 
scarcely  probable  tliat  the  amount 
he  thus  sacriticed  was  large,  but  the 
geDerova  spirit  he  evinced  is  not 
thereby  obacured. 

WhUe  in  oollege,  his  natand  siipe* 
riority  in  mechanism  and  pvoelirity 
to  invention  were  fieqnently  mani< 
fested.  On  one  oo^asion,  a  tutor 
regretted  to  his  pupils  that  ho  (^onld 
not  exhibit  a  desired  philosophical 
experiment,  because  the  apparatus 
was  out  of  order,  and  could  only  be 
repaired  in  Europe.  YoangWliitney 
thereupon  proposed  to  widertako  the 
npair^  and  made  it  to  petfeot  sati» 
faction.  At  another  time,  he  asked, 
permission  to  nse  at  intervals  the 
tools  of  a  carpenter  who  worked 
near  his  b()arding-])laco ;  but  the  care- 
ful mechanic  declined  to  trust  them 
in  the  hands  of  a  student,  imless 
the  gentleman  with  whi>m  Mr.  W. 
boaided  wonld  beeome  responsible 
for  their  safe  return.  The  guarantee 
was  given,  and  Mr.  Whitney  took  the 
tools  in  hand;  when  the  carpenter, 
surprised  at  his  dexterity,  exclaimed: 
"  There  was  one  good  mechanie 
spoiled  when  you  went  to  college." 

•Mr.  Whitney  graduated  in  the  fall 
of  1792,  and  directly  enfjap'd  with  a 
Mr.  B.,  from  Geoigia,  to  proceed  to 
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that  State  and  reside  in  his  employer's 
family  as  a  private  teacher.  On  Lis 
way  thither,  he  liad  ad  a  traveling 
companion  Mrs.  Greene,  widow  of  the 
emment  Bevohitioiiary  general,  Na- 
tLaxiid  Greene^  who  waB  rotaming 
irith  her  ehildrai  to  SavamiAh,  after 
spending  the  summer  at  the  North. 
His  health  being  infinn  on  his  arri- 
val at  Savannah.  Mrs.  Greene  kindly 
invited  him  to  tlic  liospitalitie.s  of  her 
r^idence  until  he  should  become  fully 
restored.  Short  of  money  and  in  a 
land  of  strangers,  he  was  now  coolly 
tnlbrmed  bgr  his  employer  that  his 
aervioea  were  not  requiied,  he  (B.) 
haying  emplojed  another  teacher  in 
his  stead!  "tSn.  Greene  hereupon 
iircred  him  to  make  her  house  his 
home  BO  long  as  that  should  be  de- 
sirable, and  pursue  under  her  roof 
the  study  of  the  law,  M  hich  he  then 
contemplated,  lie  gratefully  accept- 
ed the  offer,  and  commenced  the 
itudy  acoordhigly. 

1^  Greene  happened  to  he  en- 
gaged in  emhroidering  on  a  peenliar 
frame  known  as  a  tambour.  It  waa 
badly  constructed,  so  that  it  injured 
tlie  fabric  while  it  impeded  its  pro- 
duction. Mr.  ^Vliitncy  eagerly  vol- 
unteered to  make  her  a  better,  and 
did  so  on  a  plan  wholly  new,  to  her 
great  delight  and  that  of  her  chil- 
dren. 

A  huge  party  of  Geoigiana,  from 

Augusta  and  the  plantations  above, 
Boon  after  paid  Mre.  G.  a  visit,  sev- 
eral of  them  being  officers  who  had 
served  under  her  husband  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary war.  Among  the  topics 
discussed  by  them  around  her  fireside 
waa  the  depressed  state  of  Agricul- 
tnre^  and  the  impossibility  of  profit- 
ably extending  the  onltnre  if  the 
green-eeed  Chiton,  beoame  of  the 


trouble  and  expense  incurred  in  sep- 
arating the  seed  from  the  tiber.  These 
representations  imjx^lled  ^frs.  (ireene 
to  say :  Gentlemen,  apply  to  my 
young  friend,  Kr.  Whitney — ke  can 
make  any  thing."  She  thereupon  took 
ihem  into  an  a^aoent  room,  where 
she  showed  them  her  tambour  frame 
and  several  ingenious  toys  which  Mr. 
W.  had  made  for  the  gratification  of 
her  children.  She  then  introduced 
them  to  Whitney  himself,  extolling 
his  genius  and  commending  him  to 
their  contidenco  and  friendship.  In 
the  conversation  which  ensned,  he 
obeerved  that  he  had  never  seen  eot- 
ton  nor  eotton-eeed  in  hia  life. 

Mr.  Whitney  jwomlsed  nothing  and 
gave  little  encouragement,  but  went 
to  work.  Xo  cotton  in  the  seed  be- 
ing at  hand,  he  Avont  to  Savannah 
and  searched  there  among  ware- 
houses and  boats  until  he  found  a 
small  parcel.  This  he  carried  home 
and  aeclnded  with  himadf  in  a  baae- 
ment  room,  where  he  aet  himself  al 
work  to  deviae  and  oonatmet  the  im- 
plement rcquiredL  Tools  being  few 
and  rude,  he  was  constrained  to  make 
better — drawing  his  own  wire,  be- 
cause none  cmild,  at  that  time,  be 
bought  in  the  city  of  Savannah.  Mrs. 
Greene  and  her  next  friend,  Mr.  Mil- 
ler, whom  she  soon  after  married, 
were  the  only  peraona  beside  himself 
who  were  allowed  the  entr^  of  hie 
workshop — in  iact,  the  only  onee  who 
clearly  knew  what  he  waa  about.  Hia 
mysterious  hammering  and  tinkering 
in  that  solitary  cell  were  subjects  of 
infinite  curiosity,  marvel,  and  ridi- 
cule among  the  younger  members  of 
the  I'amily.  But  he  did  not  interfere 
with  their  merriment,  nor  allow  them 
to  interfere  with  hia  enterprise;  and, 
befixre  the  dose  of  the  winter,  his 
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maehlne  was  so  nesrlj  perfected  that 
its  sQcoees  was  no  longer  donbtfnl. 

Mrs.  Greene,  too  ei^r  to  realize 
and  enjoy  her  friend's  triumph,  in 
vie^v  of  the  existing  stairTiatioa  of 
Georgian  iii(histry,  invited  an  assem- 
blage at  her  house  of  leading  gentle- 
men from  Yarions  parts  of  the  State, 
and,  on  the  fint  day  after  their  meet* 
ing,  ooiidiicted  than  to  a  temporary 
Indlding,  erected  for  the  maohme^  in 
-which  thej  saw,  with  aatoniahment 
and  delight,  that  one  man  with 
Whitney's  invention  conld  separate 
more  cotton  from  the  peed  in  a  single 
day  tlian  he  could  without  it  hj  the 
labor  of  months. 

Mr.  Fhineaa  ICiller,  a  native  of 
Oonneetioiit  and  a  gradmite  of  Yale, 
who  had  come  to  Georgia  as  the 
teacher  of  General  Greene's  children, 
and  who,  about  this  time,  became 
the  hufiband  of  his  widow,  now  pro- 
posed a  partnership  with  Mr.  "Whit- 
ney, by  which  he  engaged  to  furnish 
fandfi  to  perfect  the  invention,  secure 
the  requisite  patents,  and  manufac- 
tm  the  needed  maehineB ;  the  part- 
am  to  ahare  etjually  all  profits  and 
wnolmncntB  thenee  reanlting.  Their 
contract  bears  date  May  27,  1793; 
and  the  firm  of  Miller  &  Wliitney 
immediately  commenced  what  they 
had  good  reason  to  expect  would 
prove  a  most  extensive  and  highly 
lucrative  businesa.  Mr,  Whitney 
thereupon  repaired  to  Connecticut, 
there  to  peiftct  his  invention,  seonre 
his  patent,  aadmanniketare  madiines 
ftr  the  Sootiieni  maiioet* 

But  his  just  and  sanguine  hopes 
were  destined  to  signal  and  bitter 
disappointment.  His  invention  was 
too  valuable  to  be  peacefully  enjoyed ; 
or,  rather,  it  was  the  seeming  and 
nxgent  interest  of  too  many  to  rob 


himpof  the  jnstrewairdof  his  achierre- 

ment.  He  ought  not  to  have  ex- 
pected that  those  who  lived  idly  and 
luxuriously  by  stealing  the  wife  from 
her  husband,  and  the  cliild  from  its 
mother,  would  hesitate  to  steal,  also, 
the  fruit  of  his  brain-work,  in  order 
to  render  thereby  the  original  theft 
ten-fold  more  advantageous  than  it 
otherwise  eonld  he.  Beports  of  Ihe 
natoze  and  vahie  of  his  invention 

• 

were  widefy  and  rqiidly  circulated, 
creating  intense  excitement.  Multi- 
tudes hastened  from  all  quarters  to 
see  hia  original  macliine;  but,  no 
patent  having  yet  been  secured,  it 
was  deemed  unsafe  to  gratify  their 
curiosity;  so  they  broke  open  the 
hnilding  by  night,  and  carried  off  the 
wondeiM  pgnoe.  Bslbre  he  could 
complete  his  model  and  secure  his 
patent,  a  number  of  imitations  had 
been  made  and  set  to  work,  deviating 
in  some  respects  from  the  original,  in 
the  hope  of  thus  evading  all  j)eiialty. 
Before  Wliitney  had  been  three  days 
on  his  northward  trip,  a  letter  frooi 
his  partner  fbUowed  on  his  track, 
whidi  said: 

"  It  will  bo  necessarj  to  have  a  oonsidenip 
bio  number  of  f^ns  made,  to  be  in  readiness 
to  seod  out  as  soon  as  the  patent  is  obtained, 
in  order  to  satisfy  the  abeolate  demands, 
and  make  people*8  heads easj  on  the  snbjt  ct; 
/or  I  am  v^ormtd  tmo  0th$r  damanU 
for  fjk«  Ammt  9f  1Sk§  wesaifas  ^  tl«  tn^Un 
pni^  ta  odJMM  l»  CAm*  tM  AiMW  ft^Mis.** 

Hessn.  KQler  and  Whitney^s 
plan  of  operatioDS  waa  easentiallj 
vidons.  They  proposed  to  construct 
and  retain  the  ownership  of  all  the 
machines  that  might  be  needed,  set- 
ting one  up  in  each  cotton-growing 
neighborhood,  and  ginninj;  all  the 
staple  for  every  third  pound  of  the 
product.  Even  at  this  rate,  the 
invention  would  have  been  one  of 
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enormous  benefit  to  the  pUmtin — 
cotton  being  then  worth,  from  twcn^- 
five  to  thirty-three  cents  per  ponnd. 
But  no  sinjjle  mannfactory  could  turn 
out  tlio  gins  so  fast  as  wanted,  and 
planters  who  might  reatlily  have  con- 
wnted  to  tiw  tenns  of  the  patentees, 
had  ih%  maohiiieB  been  farakhed  so 
ftst  as  reqnirad,  ooold  hardly  be  ex- 
pected to  acquieeoe  so  rmdHj  in  the 
necessity  of  doing  without  mechines 
altogether  because  the  patentees  could 
not,  tliougli  others  could,  supply  them. 
And  then  the  manufacture  of  ma- 
cl lines,  to  be  constructed  and  worked 
by  the  patentees  alone,  involved  a  very 
large  outlay  of  money,  which  must 
nuMybeobtsinedbybonowiiig.  Mil- 
ler's meansbeisg  icon  eidunuted,  their 
fint  loan  of  two  thousand  doUars  was 
made  on  the  comparatively  £ivorable 
condition  of  five  per  cent,  premium, 
in  addition  to  lawful  interest.  But 
they  were  soon  borrowing  at  twenty 
per  cent,  jxr  month.  Then  there 
wa8  sickness;  Mr.  Wliitney  having 
m  severe  and  tedious  attack  in  1794; 
after  iiiiieh  tibe  soarlet  fever  raged  in 
Kew  Haven,  disabling  many  of  his 
woikmen  ;  and  soon  the  lawBoita, 
into  which  they  were  driven  in  de- 
fense of  their  patent,  began  to  devour 
all  the  money  they  could  make  or 
borrow.  In  1795,  Whitney  had 
another  attack  of  sickn^;  and,  on 
his  return  to  Xew  Haven,  from  three 
weeks  of  suffering  in  New  Cork, 
learned  that  his  msnnftctoiy,  witli 
all  his  machines  and  papers,  had  just 
been  consumed  by  fire,  whereby  he 
found  himself  suddenly  reduced  to 
utter  bankruptcy.  Next  came  a  re- 
port from  England  that  the  British 
manufacture i-s  condenmed  and  re- 
jected tlic  cotton  cleaned  by  his  ma- 
chines, on  the  ground  that  (/le  staple 


10M  greatly  infoni  tkt  gkmmg 
process!   And  now  no  one  would 

touch  the  ginned  cotton  ;  and  hlock- 
'  heads  were  found  to  insist  that  the 
roller-gin — a  preposterous  rival  to 
Whitney's,  whereby  the  seed  was 
omdied  in  the  fibrs,  instead  of  being 
separated  ftom  - it—was  aetnally  a 
better  machine  than  Whitney's  1  In 
the  dq>ths  of  Uieir  distress  and  in- 
solvency, Miller  wrote  (April  27, 
1796)  from  Georgia  to  Whitney,  uig^ 
ing  him  to  hasten  to  London,  tliere 
to  counteract  the  stupid  prejudice 
which  had  been  excited'  against 
ginned  cotton  ;  adding  : 

"Oar  fortuiM,  our  fate,  depends  <m  It 
Tlie  proeess  of  paleat  ginning  b  now  qaite 
at  a  stand.  I  hoar  nothin<^  of  it  except  the 
condolence  of  a  few  real  friends,  who  ex- 
press their  regret  ttint  8o  |>roiiiialog  an  ia> 
vention  baa  aatirelj  iiuled." 

Whitney  endeavored  to  obey  this 
injunction,  but  could  nowhere  obtain 
the  nccesBar}' fund?; ;  though  lie  had 
several  \\mQ'>  fixed  the  day  of  his  de- 
parture, and  on  one  occasion  Imd 
actually  engaged  his  passage,  and 
taken  leave  of  some  of  his  fiiends. 
October  7, 1797,  Hr.  Whitney  wrote 
to  an  intimate  friend  a  letter,  wheare* 
from  Ihe  following  is  an  extract ; 

"The  extreme  emburanmente  wbidi 

have  boon  for  a  loiic:  time  nrniTimhiting 
uiion  tne  are  now  become  so  great  tliat  it 
will  be  impoeelble  forme  to  struggle  againit 
them  niatiy  d:iys  Ion  per.  It  hiis  requited 
mv  utmost  exertions  to  exi»t,  without  lua- 
l<iiiK  the  least  progress  in  oar  buineM.  I 
\y.i\c  labored  hunl  ii^rainst  the  strong  current 
of  cliHapiKiiiitiiK'iit,  \vhi*:ii  hus  been  threaten- 
ing to  carry  us  down  the  cataract;  bat  I 
have  labored  with  a  shattered  oar,  and 
stru^pkd  in  vain,  unless  some  speedy  relief 
is  oliiained.  I  nm  now  quite  far  enon^ 
advanced  in  Ufe  to  think  aeriously  of  marry- 
ing. I  have  ever  looked  forwanl  with  plea- 
sure to  an  ullianiH)  witli  an  amiable  and  vir- 
tQooa  companion,  as  a  8<>uroe  from  wbenoe 
I  bare  expected  one  day  to  derive  the  greaS- 
est  happiness.  But  tho  ucooniplishnutit  of 
mj  tour  to  Europe,  and  the  actiuisition  of 
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something:  which  T  can  call  wj  own,  appear 
to  be  ubsoluUiijr  necessary,  before  it  will  be 
admiwible  for  me  even  to  thittk  fit  Ikmily 
engjipt  iiu'rits.  Probably  a  year  and  a  half, 
at  least,  will  be  required  to  perform  that 
tear,  after  H  te  entered  npon.  Life  is  bat 
short,  at  best,  and  six  or  seven  yciirs  ont  of 
the  midst  of  it  is,  to  him  who  uiakea  it,  an 
immense  sacrifice.  My  most  unremitted  at- 
tention has  been  devoted  io  oar  bnsinesa.  1 
have  sac ri tired  to  it  other  objects,  firom 
whieh,  before  this  time,  I  might  certainly 
have  j^.iined  twenty  or  thirty  tlioasand  dol- 
lars. My  whole  prospects  have  been  em- 
barked in  it,  with  the  expectation  that  I 
should,  before  this  time^have  realized  some- 
thing from  it." 

At  length  the  ridicnlonB  prejudice 
against  cotton  cleaned  by  Wliitney's 
gin  gradually  and  slowly  gave  way, 
and  the  value  of  the  invention  "began 
to  be  perodved  and  acknowledged. 
Bnt  IfiDer  Sc  'WUmej'B  first  suit 
against  infringers  now  came  to  trial, 
"before  a  Georgia  jury ;  and,  in  spite 
of  the  judge's  charge  directly  in  the 
plaintiffs'  favor,  a  verdict  was  given 
for  the  defendant — a  verdict  from 
wliich  there  was  no  a5>peal.  When 
the  second  suit  was  ready  for  trial  at 
fiftYaanah,  no  judge  app^tred,  and,  of 
eonree,  no  eourt  was  held.  Mean- 
time, the  Sontli  fimrly  swanned  with 
pirates  on  the  invention,  of  all  kinds 
and  degrees.  In  April,  1790,  Miller 
writes  to  Whitney  as  follows : 

**Tbe  prospect  of  raakfaig  aaTfhing  by 

pn'nning  in  this  State  is  .it  nn  end.  Surrep- 
titious gins  are  erected  in  every  part  of  the 
eoontry;  and  the  JnryiiMii  at  Aaipute  have 
cnnic  to  an  understandinj?  among  themselves 
that  they  will  never  give  a  caatte  in  our 
ftvwv  let  tiie  merits  of  the  case  be  as  they 


It  wodd  not  be  smrprising  if  the 

firm  would  now  have  gladly  relin- 
qnished  the  working  of  their  nia- 
dhmeSy  and  confined  themselves  to 
the  Bale  of  patent  rights.  But  few 
would  buy  what  th(!y  could  safely 
steal,  and  thoae  few  gave  notes  which 


thej  genenUj  took  eara  not  to  pi^. 

If  sued,  juries  would  often  return  a 
verdict  of  no  consideration,  or  a  trial 
M'ould  he  staved  off  until  collection 
was  barred  by  the  statute  of  limita- 
tion, which  outlawed  a  debt  that  had 
existed  through  a  period  of  four 
years.  On  one  occasion,  the  agent 
of  the  patentees,  who  waa  dispatdied 
on  a  collecting  toor  throng  the 
State  of  Geoi^giai  was  nnaUe  to  ob- 
tain money  enongh  to  pay  his  ex- 
penses, and  was  otwupeUed  to'  draw 
<m  his  employers  ibr  nearly  the  fbU 
amount. 

Finallv,  in  1801,  this  a^ent  wrote 
to  his  principals  that,  though  the 
planters  of  South  Carolina  would  not 
pay  their  notes,  many  of  them  sug- 
gested a  purchase  of  Hie  right  of  the 
patentees  for  that  State  by  its  Legis- 
latnre ;  and  he  niged  Mr.  Whitney 
to  come  to  Golambia,  and  tiy  to 
make  an  arrangement  <m  this  basis. 
Whitney  did  so,  taking  some  letters 
and  testimonials  from  the  now  Presi- 
dent, Jefferson,  and  his  Secretary  of 
State,  Madison,  which  were  doubt- 
less of  service  to  him  in  liis  negotia- 
tions. His  memorial  having  been 
duly  submitted  to  the  Legislature, 
proposing  to  Bell  the  patent  x^ht  far 
Sooth  Oarolina  for  one  hundred 
thousand  dollan,  the  Legidatore  de- 
bated it,  and  finally  offered  for  it 
fifty^  thousand  —  twen^  thousand 
down,  and  ten  thousand  per  annum 
for  three  years.  Whitney,  in  a  letter 
written  the  day  after  the  passage  of 
the  act,  savs : 

"  The  use  of  the  machine  here  is  ama- 
zingly extenaivei,  and  the  valne  of  it  beyond 

all  calculation.  It  may,  without  exair^ora- 
tion,  be  said  to  have  raised  the  value  of 
seven-elirhths  of  all  the  three  Sontheni 

Statos  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  per  cont. 
We  get  but  a  song  for  it  in  compariauu  with 
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the  worth  of  the  thing ;  bat  it  is  securing 
BOimthinf.  U  will  enable  IGUer  ft  Whit- 
ney to  pay  all  tlicir  debts,  and  divide  sotne- 
tliing  between  thetn.  it  establishes  a  pro- 
oedent  which  will  be  valuable  as  it  respects 
oar  collections  in  other  St^itc^.  and  I  think 
there  is  now  a  fair  prospect  that  I  shall  in 
thft  event  realize  propertj  4B<Nlgh  to  render 
tnc  comfortable,  an^  in  •omemeanira^  inde- 
pendent.** 

lie  was  mistaken.  The  next  Legis- 
lature of  Soutli  Carolina  nullified  the 
contract,  suspended  payment  on  the 
thirtj  thousand  still  due,  and  insti- 
tnted  a  enit  for  the  recovery  of  the 
twenty  thousand  that  *had  been 
akeady  paidt  The  pretenses  on 
which  this  remarkable  course  was 
taken  are  more  fully  set  forth  in  the 
action  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia 
in  1803,  based  on  a  Message  from 
the  governor,  urging  the  inexjH'diency 
of  granting  any  thing  to  Miller  A; 
'Wliitnej.  The  Ck>mmittee  to  whom 
this  matter  was  referred,  made  a 
report,  in  which  they — 

**  cordially  agreed  with  the  gomnor  in  his 

ol)sorv;ition.s,  tlint  inonnpolies  are  at  all 
timee  odious,  partioularl/  in  free  govern- 
menta,  and  tbat  eoma  remedy  ongfat  to  be 
applied  to  tlio  wnund  which  the  Cotton-Oiti 
monopoly  has  given,  and  will  otherwitiu 
oontlnie  to  give,  to  the  caltare  and  cleaning 
of  that  prerionsand  increasing  staple.  They 
Lave  examined  the  Hev.  .Iaiii(.s  Ilutrh- 
inson,  who  declares  that  Edwanl  I.yon.  !it 
least  twilvc  months  before  Miller  <k  Whit- 
vay'a  iiuu  liiiie  was  brought  into  view,  had 
In  possesk^ion  a  saw  or  cotton-gin,  in  minia- 
tnre,  of  the  same  constraction ;  and  it  fur- 
ther appears  to  them,  from  the  information 
of  Doctor  Cortes  Peilro  Danipiero,  an  old 
and  respectable  citizen  of  Colambia  county, 
that  a  niaclnne  of  a  eoutmotion  similar  to 
that  of  Miller  &  Whitney^  was  u  <  1  in  Swit- 
zerland at  lea^t  forty  yeara  ago,yc^r  pur- 
picking  Tags  tomaieUntemd  pujn  r." 


This  astonishing  Committee  (closed 
their  report  with  the  following  re^ 
hition* 

JBeuhed^  That  tha  Senatora  and  Bepre- 

aentatives  of  this  Stat«>  in  Confrress  be,  and 
they  hereby  are,  instructed  to  use  their 
«odfla?om  lo  obtain  a  modifieattw 


of  the.  iMt,  entitled,  '  An  act  to  extend  the 
privileges  of  obtaining  Patents  for  nsefbl 

discoveries  and  invention'^,  to  certain  per- 
sons therein  meutioueU,  and  to  enlarge  and 
define  tiie  penaltlea  fyr  Tiolating  the  righta 
of  patentees,'  so  aw  to  prevent  the  operation 
of  it  to  the  ii\jury  of  that  must  v;iluHl>]e  sta- 
ple, Qotton,  and  the  cramping  of  genius  in 
improvement?*  on  Miller  <k  Whitney's  patent 
Gin,  as  well  as  to  limit  the  price  of  obtain- 
ing a  right  of  using  it,  the  price  at  present 
being  unbonnded,  and  the  planter  and  poor 
artificer  altogether  at  the  mercy  of  the  pa- 
tentees, who  maj  raise  the  prioe  to  any  anm 
they  please. 

And,  in  ca.4e  the  said  Senaton  and 
presentatives  of  tliis  State  shall  15 ml  mch 
modifi43ation  iinpraoticable,  that  they  do 
then  nse  their  beet  endeaTors  to  indneeCoa> 
gress,  from  the  example  of  other  nations,  tO 
make  compensation  to  Miller  &  Whitney  for 
tl»rir  diflooyery.  talte  np  the  |»atent  right, 
and  relenj^e  the  Southern  States  from  iO 
burthensome  a  grievance." 

Korth  Carolina,  to  her  honor  be  it 
recorded,  in  December,  1802,  nego- 
tiated an  arrangement  with  Mr. 
Wliitney,  whereby  the  legislature 
laid  a  tax  of  two  bhiiiings  and  six- 
pence upon  every  taw  employed  in 
ginning  cotton,  to  be  continued  tb/t 
five  years,  which  snm  was  to  be  col- 
lected by  the  sherifis  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  public  taxes;  and, 
after  deducting  the  expenses  of  collec- 
tion, the  avails  were  faithfully  paid 
over  to  the  j)atentee.  The  old 
North  State  wa--^  »ot  extensively  en- 
gaged in  cotton-growing,  and  the 
pecuniary  avails  of  thb  aetion  were 
probably  not  lai^e ;  but  the  arrange- 
ment seems  to  have  been  a  &ir  one, 
and  it  was  never  repudiated.  South 
Carolina,  it  should  in  justice  be  said, 
through  her  legislature  of  1804, 
receded  from  her  repudiation,  and 
fulfilled  her  original  contract. 

Mr.  Miller,  the  partner  of  TVliit- 
ney,  died,  poor  and  embarrassed,  on 
the  7th  of  December,  1803.  At  the 
tenn  of  the  United  States  District 
Oonrt  toot  Qeoigiay  held  at  Savannak 


Digitized  by  Google 


VALUE  OF  TUE  COTTOX-GIiT. 


65 


in  December,  1S07,  Mr.  TVLitney 
obtained  a  verdict  against  the  ])irates 
on  his  invention  ;  his  patent  being 
now  in  the  last  year  of  its  existence. 
Judge  Johnson,  in  entering  judg- 
ment for  the  plaintiff,  said  : 

"  With  regard  to  tho  ntilitj  of  this  discov- 
ery, the  court  would  deem  it  a  waste  of 
tirae  to  dwell  lonff  upon  this  topic.    Is  there 
m  man  who  hears  us,  who  has  not  cxi>c- 
rienced  ita  utility  ?    Tho  whole  interior  of 
the  Southern  .States  was  lunguLshinf;,  and 
its  inhabitants  emigrating  for  want  of  soiuo 
ohject  to  engage  their  attention,  and  employ 
their  industry,  when  tho  invention  of  this 
machine  at  once  opened  views  to  them 
which  set  tlio  whole  country  in  active  mo- 
tion.   From  childiuMHl  to  age,  it  has  |)re- 
scnted  to  us  a  lucrative  employment.  Indi- 
viduals who  were  depressid  with  poverty, 
and  sunk  in  idleness,  have  suddenly  risen  to 
wealth  and  respectability.    <^ur  debts  have 
been  paid  off.    Our  capitals  have  increased, 
and  our  hmds  trebled  themselves  in  value. 
We  cannot  ex{>resH  the  weight  of  the  obliga- 
tion which  tho  country  owes  to  this  inven- 
tion.   The  extent  of  it  cannot  now  be  seen. 
Some  faint  presentinjent  may  I*  formed 
from  the  reflection  that  Cotton  is  rapidly 
fiUf.plantiiig  Wool.  Flax,  Silk,  and  even  Furs, 
in  manufactures,  and  may  one  day  profita- 
bly sui»ply  the  use  of  specie  in  our  Ejwt 
India  trade.    Our  sister  States  also  partici- 
pate in  tho  benetits  of  this  invention ;  for, 
beside  affording  the  raw  material  for  their 
manufacturers,  the  bulkiness  and  f|iiantily 
of  the  article  afford  a  valuable  employment 
for  their  shipping.*' 

Ittr.  WTiitney's  patent  expired  in 
1808,  leaving  him  a  poorer  jiinn, 
doubtless,  than  though  he  had  never 
ILstened  to  the  suggestions  of  his 
friend  Mrs.  Greene,  and  undertaken 
the  invention  of  a  machine,  by  means 
of  which  the  annual  production  of 
cotton  in  the  Southern  States  lias 
been  augmented  from  some  five  or 
ten  thousand  bales  in  1793  to  f)vor 
miUi/ms  of  hale«^  or  one  million 
tons,  in  1850 :  this  amount  bciuir  at  i 
least  three-fourths  in  weight,  and 
pcveu-eightlis  in  value,  of  all  tho  cot-  i 
ton  produced  on  the  globe.  To  Ray  ' 
that  this  invention  was  worth  one  , 


[  thousand  millions  of  dollars  to  the 
Slave  States  of  this  country,  is  to 
place  a  very  moderate  estimate  on 
its  value.    Mr.  Whitney  petit ioncfl 
Congress,  in  1812,  for  a  renewal  of 
his  patent,  setting  forth  tlu;  costly 
and  embarrassing  struggles  he  hud 
been  forced  to  make  in  defense  of  his 
right,  and  observing  that  he  had  been 
unable  to  obtain  any  decision  on  the 
merits  of  his  claim  until  he  had  been 
eleven  years  in  tlic  law,  and  until 
thirteen  of  the  fourteen  years'  life- 
time of  Ills  patent  had  expired.  But 
the  immense  value  of  his  invention 
stood  directly  in  the  way  of  anv  such 
acknowledgment  of  its  merits  and 
his  righteous  claims  as  the  renewal 
he  sought   would    have  involved. 
Some  liberal  members  from  the  cot- 
ton-growing region  favored  his  peti- 
tion, but  a  majority  of  tlie  Southrons 
fiercely  o]»]»osed  it,  and  it  was  lost. 

Mr.  AVhitncy,  in  the  course  of  a 
correspondence  with  Robert  Fulton, 
inventor  of  the  first  successful  steam- 
boat,  remarks : 

"  The  difficulties  with  which  I  h.ivo  had  to 
contend  have  originated,  principally,  in  the 
want  of  a  disposition  in  mankind  to  do  jus- 
tice.   .My  inveiitioii  was  new  and  distinct 
from  every  (jther:  it  stood  ahnie.   It  was  not 
interwoven  with  nnythitig  beloro  known; 
and  it  c:ui  selihiiii  liiijipen  tliat  nti  invention 
or  improvement  is  so  strongly  niarkeil.  and 
can  be  so  clearly  and  specitically  identified; 
and  I  have  always  believe<l  that  1  should 
have  had  no  diftieulty  in  causing  my  rights 
to  bo  respected,  if  it  h:id  been  less  valuable, 
and  been  used  »)idy  by  a  sniall  i>ortioti  of  tho 
roiiiniiinify,    ISiit  the  use  of  this  machine 
being  imtnensoly  prntitaMe  to  almost  every 
jdaiiter  in  the  cotJon  diMrifts,  all  were  in- 
teri'>te<l  in  tn-spas-.ing  upon  the  patent  right, 
and  eaidi  ke[)t  the  other  \n  connti-nanco. 
I>emagogiies  niiide  themselves  jjnpular  by 
misreprc'ientation  atid  unfounded  elaiiiorR, 
both  against  the  right  and  the  law  iti.-jdc  for 
iti  protection.    Hence  there  arose  associa- 
tions and  combinations  to  oppose  both.  At 
one  time,  but  few  men  in  (leorgia  dared  to 
come  into  court  and  testify  to  the  most  siiu- 
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pie  fact^  within  their  knowledge,  relative  to 
the  use  of  thu  iniicliinc.  in  one  iustaiico,  I 
had  great  dilHculty  in  proving  that  tliu  ma- 
cliino  find  be/in  u»id  in  Oeortjia,  althuugh,  at 
the  snmo  inoinent.  there  were  three  separate 
Bets  of  this  machinery  in  motion  within  fifty 
yards  of  the  huihlin^  in  which  the  fonrt  sat, 
and  all  ho  near  that  the  rattling  of  the  wlieels 
was  distinctly  heard  ou  the  steps  of  the  court- 
house." 

In  1798,  Mr.  Wliitney,  despair- 
ing of  ever  achieving  a  coinpetenco 
from  tlie  ])roceed8  of  his  cotton- 
gin,  engaged  in  the  manufaoture 
of  amis,  near  New  Haven ;  and  liis 
rare  ca]>ac'ity  fir  tliia  or  any  similar 
undertaking,  joined  with  his  inxin- 
ciblo  perseverance  and  energy,  was 
finally  rewarded  with  success.  Ho 
was  a  most  indefatigable  worker; 
one  of  the  first  in  liis  manufactory  in 
the  morning,  and  the  last  to  leave  it 
at  night;  able  to  make  any  imple- 
ment or  machine  he  required,  or  to 
invent  a  new  one  when  that  mijrht  be 
needed ;  and  he  ultimately  achieved 
a  competency.  He  made  great  im- 
provements in  the  manufacture  of  fire- 
arms— improvements  that  liave  since 
been  continued  and  perfected,  until 
the  American  rifled  musket  of  our 
day,  made  at  the  National  Armorv  in 
Springfield,  Massachusetts,  is  doubt- 
less the  most  effective  and  perfect 
weapon  known  to  mankind.  In  IS  17, 
Mr.  Whitnev,  now  fillv-two  vears  old, 
found  himself  fully  relieved  from  pe- 
cuniary embarrassments  and  the  har- 
assing anxieties  resulting  therefrom. 


He  was  now  married  to  Miss  Henrietta 
F.  Edwards,  daughter  of  the  Hon. 
Pierpont  Edwards,  United  States  Dis- 
trict Judge  for  Connecticut ;  and  four 
children,  a  son  and  three  daughters, 
were  born  to  him  in  the  next  five 
years.  In  September,  1822,  he  was 
attacked  by  a  dangerous  and  painfi:l 
disease,  wbich,  with  alternations  of 
terrible  suffering  and  comparative 
case,  preyed  upon  him  until  January 
8, 182<),  when  he  died,  not  quite  sLxty 
years  of  age.* 


The  African  Slave-Trade,  so  far  as  \ 
it  had  any  legal  or  tolerated  exist- 
ence,  M-as  peremptorily  closed,  as  wc 
have  seen,  on  tlie  1st  day  of  January, 
1808.  This  was  the  period  from 
which,  according  to  the  fond  antici- 
pations of  optimists  and  qnietist?,!  \ 
Slavery  in  our  country  shouki  have 
commenced  its  decadence,  and  thence 
gone  steadily  and  surely  forward  to  its 
ultimate  and  early  extinction.  And 
these  sanguine  hopes  were  measura- 
bly justified  by  the  teachings  of  his- 
tory. In  all  former  ages,  in  all  other 
countries,  Slavery,  so  long  as  it  ex- 
isted and  flourished,  was  kept  alive 
by  a  constant  or  frequent  enslave- 
ment of  captives,  or  by  importations  of 
bondmen.  Whenever  that  enslave-  ' 
ment,  that  importation,  ceased.  Sla- 
very began  to  decline.  The  ffrati- 
tude  of  masters  to  faithful,  devoted 
servants,  who  had  nursed  them  in  ill- 


«  The  inventor  of  the  ootton-fpn  is  not  doomed 
worthy  (>f  even  tlio  slightest  distinct  biograph- 
ical notice  in  the  Encyctopadia  liritannica.  The 
only,  and  not  very  accurate,  allusion  to  him 
that  I  have  been  able  to  And  in  that  immense 
work,  ia  as  follows: 

"The  Uphmtl  Cotton  ia  a  different  spccii-s 
from  the  Sea  Island,  and  is  separated  with  hucIj 
difUculty  from  the  seed,  that  the  expense  of 
cleaning  the  wool  must  have  put  a  stop  to  its 
further  cultivation,  had  not  a  machine,  by  which 


the  operation  of  cleaning  is  easily  and  huccops- 
fiilly  accomplished,  b»eu  invented.  This  ma- 
chine was  mveuted  in  17l>!i,  by  Mr.  Eli  Whitney, 
of  Mas.saciiusetts.  There  are  two  quahties  of 
tills  cotton,  the  one  termed  Upland  Georgia, 
prown  iu  the  States  of  (leorgia  and  .^outh  Car- 
olina, and  the  t»ther  of  superior  quality,  raised 
ujwn  tlio  bank.-i  of  the  Mis-^jissippi,  an<l  di.s- 
tinguished  in  the  market  by  the  name  of  New 
Orleans  cotton,"  4c..  kc — Encydopcedia  Dritan- 
nica.  Eighth  {'ast)  Kililion,  vol  vii.,  p.  417  . 
Truly,  the  world  knows  little  of  its  greatest  men. 
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nesB,  or  adliered  to  them  in  times  of  ' 
peril  or  calamity,  or  ^vho  had  simply 
jjrivcn  j;Iie  best  years  of  their  lives  to 
the  enlargement  of  their  wealth,  had  . 
been  effectual  in  reducing,  by  manu- 
mission, the  aggregate  number  of 
slaves  much  faster  than  it  was  in- 
creased by  the  preponderance  of 
births  over  deaths.  The  chances  of 
■war,  of  invasion,  and  still  more  of 
insurretrtion  and  civil  conv^ll^^on,  had 
ojierated  from  time  to  time  still  fur- 
ther to  reduce  the  number  of  slaves. 
Even  the  licentious  and  immoral  con- 
nections between  masters  and  their 
bondwomen,  so  inseparable  from  the 
existence  of  Slavery,  tended  strongly 
toward  a  like  result;  since  it  wag  sel- 
dom or  never  reputable,  save  in  shivo- 
holding  America — if  even  there — for 
a  master  to  send  his  ovnx  cliildren  to 
the  auction-block  and  consign  tlicm 
to  eternal  bondage  among  strangers.' 
Quite  often,  the  slave-mother,  as  well 
as  her  child  or  children,  owed  her 
emancipation  to  the  affection,  the  re- 
morse, or  the  shame,  of  her  master 
and  paramour.  So  long  as  slaves 
were  mainly  foreigners  and  barbari- 
ans, often  public  enemies,  of  tierce, 
strange  aspect  and  unintelligible 
Bj)eech,  there  would  naturally  be  lit- 
tle sympathy  betwixt  them  and  their 

^  "That  the  practice  of  biiyini^  and  felling 
sorvants,  tbm  earlj  be^n  ainonjjst  the  pa- 
triarch.s,  descended  to  their  poaterity,  is  known 
to  every  attentive  reader  of  the  Bible,  it  was 
eipresalj^  authorized  by  tho  .Icwisli  law.  in 
which  w«re  inan/TlTrcctiona  ho<v  such  servants 
were  to  be  treated.  They  were  to  b«  Lt)uplil 
only  of  the  heathen ;  for,  if  nn  Tsraelito  grow 
poor  and  Rold  himself,  either  todischargi?  a  debt 
or  to  procaro  the  means  of  subHistenw,  he  was 
to  be  lrt>ated,  not  aa  a  slave,  but  as  a  hired  pct- 
Tant,  and  restored  to  freedom  at  l!«o  year  of 
Juijilee.  Unlimited  as  the  power  thu.^  given 
to  tSe  Hebrews  over  their  bondflervanta  of 
heathen  extraction  appears  to  have  boon,  they 
were  strictly  prohibited  from  ncqnirin^r  f'UL'i  j 
proporty  by  any  other  means  than  fiiir  puroha«e.  j 
'  Uq  that  Btealeth  a  man  and  sellcth  liim,'  said  J 


masters ;  but  when  cliildren  who  had 
grown  up  together — sprung,  indeed, 
from  different  castes,  but  still  mem- 
bers of  the  same  household — familiar 
from  infancv,  and  to  some  extent 
playmates,  came  to  hold  the  relation, 
resj)ectively,  of  master  and  slave,  it 
was  inevitable  that  kindly  feelings 
should  frequently  be  recij>rocated  be- 
tween them,  leading  often  to  devotion 
on  the  one  hand  and  emanr  ipation  on 
the  other.  It  was  not  without  rea- 
son, therefore,  that  the  founders  of 
our  Kepublic  and  the  framers  of  our 
Constitution ('suppo.scd  they  had  pro- 
vided for  the  gradual  but  certain  dis- 
a]i])earancc  of  Slavery,  by  limiting  its 
area  on  the  one  hand,yind  providing 
for  nn  earlv  inhibition  of  the  Slave- 
Trade  on  the  other. 

But  the  unexpected  results  of  the 
purchase  of  Louisiana  and  tlie  inven- 
tion of  tho  Cotton-Gin  were  such  as  ^^ 
to  set  at  naught  all  these  cah  ula- 
tions.  The  former  opened  to  Flave- 
holdinj?  settlement  and  culture  a  vast 
domain  of  the  richest  soil  on  earth,  in 
a  region  peculiarly  adapted  to  the 
now  rapidly  and  ])rofitably  exj'and- 
ing  production  of  Cotton  ;  for  AVhit- 
ncy's  invention  had  rendered  this  sta- 
ple far  more  remuiierutivo  to  its  pro- 
ducer than  anv  rival  which  the  South 

* 

their  groat  l.awpiver,  '  sluill  enrdy  bo  put  to 
dc'ith."  — KitCijdi'imdtti  Jii  iUinuiia,  vol.  xx.,  p. 
310. 

The  above  pa.<»?ngo  peonis  scarctl}*  jiu  t  lo  the 
Law  given  by  Mosea.  Tlio  true  objf<>t  and 
purpoMj  of  that  L;i\v,  ho  far  a.s  bondage  is  con- 
ci-ruod,  wan  nitlier  a  uiitigution  of  tJio  harciier 
features  of  nii  existing  institution  tl  au  the 
crcaLif>n  <<f  a  n<.'W  one.  Mosos,  '  for  tlie  hntd- 
ncss  of  ynur  hearts.'  saya  ,Iesus,  all^wtd  or 
toli.rate<l  ?oine  tliiii.u'S  which  'from  the  legtnning 
v:cn'  not  fc'  How  any  one  can  quote  tl:c  Luw 
of  Mo.se.''  as  a  warrant  for  Slavery,  yet  not  aduiit 
i  it  as  a  justification  of  fhsc-and-easy  Divorce,  ia 
j  not  apparcut. 
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had  ever,  or  has  ever  yet,  attempted 
to  grow ;  wliile  tlie  nearly  simultane- 
ous inventions  of  Hargrcaves,  Ark- 
wriizlit,  and  others,*  whereby  steam 
was  applied  to  the  propulsion  of 
machinery  admirably  adapted  to  the 
&bricatioii  of  Cotton,  secured  tbe 
cultivators  against  all  reasonable  ap- 
prehension of  a  permanently  glut- 
ted market.  As  the  producticai  was 
doubled,  and  even  quadrupled,  every 
few  years,  it  would  sometiine:^  seem 
that  the  demand  liad  been  exceed- 
ed ;  and  two  or  three  great  commer- 
cial convulsions  gave  warning  that 
even  the  capacity  of  the  world's 
steadily  expanding  markets  could  be 
orer-estimated  and  snipassed  by  the 
producer.^  of  Cotton  and  its  various 
fabrics.  But  two  years  at  most  suf- 
ficed to  clear  otf  the  suqjlus  and  en- 
large tliis  steadily  growing  demand 
up  to  the  full  measure  of  the  mo- 
mentarily clieeked  production.  The 
five  millions  of  bales,  produced  by  the 
United  States  in  1859-00,  were  sold 
as  readily  and  quickly  as  the  one 
million  iMdes  produced  in  1880-Sl, 
and  at  considerably  higher  prices  per 
pound. 

But  the  relatively  frigid  climate 
and  Ruperficiallv  exhausted  soil  of 
Maryland,  Virginia,  and  North  Car- 
olina— wherein  the  greater  number 
of  slaves  were  originally  held — ^were 
poorly,  or  not  at  all,  adapted  to  the 
production  of  cotton,  whereof  slave- 
labor  early  claimed,  and  succeeded 
in  substantially  maintaining,  a  mo- 
nopoly.   No  other  out-door  work 


afforded  such  constant  and  nearly 
uniform  employment  for  this  descrip- 
tion of  labor.  Throughout  the  greater 
part  of  the  South-West,  plowing  for 
the  cotton-crop  may  be  commenced 
in  January;  to  be  followed  directly 
by  planting;  this  by  weeding;  and 
hardly  has  the  cultivation  of  tike  crop 
been  completed  when  the  picking  of 
the  more  advanced  bolls  may  be  com* 
menced ;  and  this,  with  ginning,  often 
employs  the  whole  force  of  the  plan- 
tation nearly  or  quite  up  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Christmas  holidays. 
These  being  over,  the  preparation  of 
the  fields  for  plowing  is  again  com- 
menced; so  that  there  is  no  season 
when  the  hands  need  stand  idle ;  and, 
though  long  spring  and  summer  rains, 
impeding  tillage  while  impelling  the 
growth  of  wee<ls  and  of  grass,  some- 
times induce  weeks  of  neccssarv  hur- 
rv  and  unui5ual  eliort,  there  is  abso- 
lutely  no  day  of  the  year  wherein 
the  experienced  planter  or  competent 
overaeer  cannot  find  full  employment 
fbr  his  hands  in  some  detail  of  the 
cultivation  of  Cotton* 

The  forest-covered  and  unhealthy, 
but  facile  and  marvclously  fertik^ 
South-West  hungered  for  slaves,  as 
we  have  seen  evinced  in  the  case 
of  Indiana  Territory.  Impoverished, 
but  salubrious  and  coni-growing  Ma- 
ryland, Virginia,  etc.,  were  ready  to 
supply  them.  Enterprising,  advenr 
turous  whites,  avarieions  men  from 
the  North  and  from  Europe,  bat  still 
more  from  the  older  Slave  States, 
hied  to  the  Soutli-West,  in  hot  jnir- 


*  James  Hirgrmvet  had  {nvented  the  Spin- 
ning-Jenny in  17G4;  this  was  supplanted  by  the 
invention  by  Sir  Kichard  Arkwrig)it,  in  17G8, 
of  a  superior  machine  for  spinning  cotton  thread. 
JaniM  Watt  patented  lUa  Steem  Engine  in  1769, 
and  his  ImproTcment,  whereby  a  rotarv  motion 
produced,  in  1782;  and  its  first  application 


to  oottoit-epinning  occtmed  in  ITST,  but  it  was 
many  yeara  in  winning  its  way  infe^  general  use. 
John  Kiu-It's  first  success  in  steam  navigation 
was  achieved  in  1780.  Fulton'a  patents  were 
granted  fn  1809-1 1,  and'  daimod  the  atmple 
moan<«  of  adapting  paddlo-wheds  lo  the  aatle 
of  the  crank  of  Watt  s  engino^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE   NEGRO-TRADERS   AS  POLITICIANS. 


09 


euit  of  wealth  bv  means  of  cotton- 
planting  and  subsidiary  callings ;  and 
eacli  became  a  purchaser  of  slaves  to 
the  full  extent  of  his  means.  To  clear 
more  land  and  grow  more  cotton, 
wherewith  to  buy  more  negroes,  was 
the  general  and  absorbing  aspiration 
— the  more  negroes  to  be  employed 
in  clearing  still  more  land  and  grow- 
ing still  more  cotton.  Under  this 
dispensation,  the  price  of  slaves  ne- 
cessarily and  rapidly  advanced,  until 
it  was  roughly  computed  that  each 
average  field-hand  was  worth  so  many 
hundred  dollars  as  cotton  commanded 
cents  per  pound :  That  is,  when  cot- 
ton was  worth  ten  cents  per  pound, 
field-hands  were  worth  a  thousand 
dollars  each;  with  cotton  at  twelve 
cents,  they  were  worth  twelve  hun- 
dred; and  when  it  rose,  as  it  some- 
times did  even  in  later  days,  to  fifteen 
cents  per  pound  for  a  fair  article  of 
middling  Orleans,  a  stout  negro,  from 
seventeen  to  thirty  vears  old,  with  no 
particular  skill  but  that  necessarily 
acquired  in  the  rude  experience  of 
farm  labor  anywhere,  would  often 
bring  fiftieen  hundred  dollars  on  a 
New  Orleans  auction-block.  Hence 
the  business  of  negro-trading,  or  the 
systematic  buying  of  slaves  to  sell 
again,  though  never  quite  reputable, 
and,  down  to  the  last  thirtv  or  fortv 
years,  very  generally  regarded  with 
abhorrence — became  a  highly  impor- 
tant and  influential,  as  well  as  gain- 
ful, occupation.  The  negro-trador, 
often  picking  up  bargains  at  execu- 
tors' or  assignees'  sales  in  the  older 
trtatos,  or  when  a  sudden  shift  must 
be  made  to  save  a  merchant  from 
bankruptcy  or  a  fam»  from  the  sher- 
iff, controlled  large  sums  of  money, 
often  in  good  part  his  own.  He  was 
the  Providence  to  whom  indolent,  dis- 


sipated, easy-going  Virginians  looked 
for  extrication,  at  the  last  gasp,  from 
their  constantly  recurring  pecuniary 
embarrassments ;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  a  majority  of  the  South-West- 
crn  planters  were  eager  to  buy  of  him 
at  large  prices,  provided  he  would 
sell  on  one  or  two  vears'  credit.  lie 

ft' 

|)atronized  hotels  and  railroads;  he 
ofteii  chartered  vessels  for  the  trans- 
portation of  liis  human  merchandi^e; 
he  was  necessarily  shrewd,  keen,  and 
intelligent,  and  frequently  acquired, 
or  at  least  wielded,  so  much  wealth 
\  and  influence  as  to  become  almost 
respectable.  Quite  usually,  he  was 
an  active  politician,  almost  unifonnly 
of  the  most  ultra  Pro-Slavery  tyj)©, 
and  naturally  attached  to  the  Demo- 
cratic  party.  Traveling  extensively 
and  almost  constantly,  his  informa- 
tion  and  volubility  rendered  him 
mail  and  telegraph,  ncws]>aper  and 
stumj)  orator,  to  those  comparatively 
ignorant  and  secluded  planters  whom 
he  visited  twice  or  more  j)er  year,  as 
buyer  or  seller,  or  collector  of  his 
dues  for  slaves  already  sold;  while 
his  power  as  profitable  customer  on 
the  one  hand,  or  lenient  credit<tr  on 
the  other,  was  by  no  means  inconsid- 
erable. It  was  this  power,  in  con- 
nection with  that  of  the  strongly 
symj>atliizing  and  closely  afliliated 
class  of  gamblers  and  l>la<'klcgs,  by 
which  Van  Burcn's  renomination  for 
the  I'residoncy  was  defeated  in  the 
Baltimore  Cunventiun  of  1844,  and 
the  Demoeratic  ]»arty  comniittetl, 
through  the  nomination  of  Polk  and 
its  aercssories,  to  the  policy  of  an- 
nexing Texas,  thus  securing  a  tVe.-li 
and  houndless  expansion  to  Slavery. 
AVhen  that  Annexation  was  snd»lenly, 
and  to  most  unexpectedly,  achieved, 
at  the  ch»se  of  John  Tvlcrs  athuinis- 
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tration,  relays  of  horses,  prearranged 
in  the  ubsenco  of  telo5^'ra])]i3,  con- 
veyed from  the  deeply  interested  ne- 
gro-traders, wlio  "w  ere  watehing  the 
doings  of  Congress  at  the  national 
meb-Dpulis,  to  their  oon&derateB  and 
agents  in  the  slaveHselling  districts 
of  the  neighboring  States,  tlie  joy- 
ful tidingii  whi(;li  inr^ured  an  ad- 
vance of  twelve  to  lilleen  per  cent, 
ill  the  market  value  of  human  fle*.li, 
and  enabled  the  exclusive  ])()ssc>5<>rs 
of  the  intelligcnc-c  ta  make  it  the 
hsuoii  of  extensive  and  lucrative  spec- 
ulations^ 

Slave-broeding  for  gain,  deliber- 
atelj  purposed  and  systcnnaAically 
pursued,  appears  to  bo  among  the 
latest  dieWoes  and  illustrations  of 

human  depravity.  IXeitlier  Cowper, 
j  nor  Wesley,  nor  Jonathan  Edward:*, 
*  nor  Granville  Sharp,  nor  Clark>on, 
nor  any  of  the  J)llilanthropir^ts  or 
divines  who,  in  the  last  century,  bore 
fearless  and  emphatio  testimony  to 
the  flagrant  iniquity  of  slaTe-maldng, 
slaTe-holding,  and  slaTe-selling,  seem 
to  have  had  any  clear  conception  of 
it  For  the  infant  slave  of  piiuit  ages 
wa^  rather  an  incumbrance  and  a 
burden  than  a  valued  addition  to  his 
master's  stock.  To  raise  him,  how- 
ever rous:hlv,  must  ctjst  all  he  would 
ultimately  be  worth.  That  it  was 
cheaper  to  buy  slaves  than  to  rear 
them,  was  quite  generally  regarded  as 
self-evident.  But  the  suppression  of 

*  Mr.  ISdword  Yates,  a  zealous  aod  active  rrieod 
of  the  nnkm  oanse,  in  "  A  letter  to  the  Women 

of  f'ngland.  on  Slavery  in  the  Southern  States 
of  America^"  founded  on  personal  observation 
la  l8oS,  givee  rerolting  instances  of  tlie  brutal 
headling  of  delicate  and  beautiful  women,  appa- 
rently white,  hj  Flavp-ilcnlrra  nnd  their  CUB- 
tomerK,  in  .Southern  salo-rooms.    lie  a<itl3: 

"  At  Rlclimond  and  New  Orleans,  I  was  pres- 
ent at  Blave-auctioQa,  and  4idmoiM&OM  mifanof 


'  the  African  Slave- Trade,  coinciding 
with  the  rapid  settlement  of  the 
Louisiana  ])nrchase  and  the  triumph 
of  the  Cottun-Gin,  wrought  here  an 
entire  transformation.  When  field- 
hands  brought  from  ten  to  fifteen 
hundred  doUais,  and  young  negroes 
were  held  at  about  ten  dollars  per  / 
pound,  tlie  newly  bom  infant,  if  well- 
Ibrmed,  healthy,  and  likely  to  live, 
was  deemed  an  addition  to  his  mas- 
ter's wealth  of  not  less  than  one  hun- 
dred dollai-;^,  even  in  Virginia  or 
Maryland,  it  had  now  become  the 
interest  of  the  mast^  to  increase  the 
number  of  births  in  his  slave-cabins; 
and  few  evinced  scmples  as  to  the 
means  whereby  this  result  was  at- 
tained. The  chastity  of  female  slaves 
was  never  esteemed  of  much  account, 
even  where  they  were  white ;  and, 
n<iw  that  it  had  become  an  impedi- 
ment to  the  increase  of  their  ma.»ters' 
wealth,  it  was  wholly  disregarded. 
No  slave-girl,  however  young,  was 
valued  lower  fi>r  having  become  a 
mother,  without  waiting  to  be  first 
made  a  wife ;  nor  were  many  masters 
likely  to  rebuke  this  as  a  fiiult,  or 
brand  it  as  a  shame.  Women  were 
publicly  advertised  by  sellers  as  ex- 
traordinarv  breeders,  and  commanded 
a  hi;j;her  ])riee  on  that  account.* 
Wives,  bold  into  separation  from 
their  husbands,  were  imperatively 
required  to  aocq»t  new  partners,  in 
order  that  the  froitfnlneas  of  the 

of  a  married  jy-iir  hfing  soli  together,  but,  without 
emeptton,  so  far  as  I  was  atde  tokaftt  flmn  (he 
negroes  suKl  by  the  auctumaers^  eeery  gnnn^ 
man  kfl  a  tci/ot  and  every  ffrown-vp  woman  a  hut- 
band.  *  ♦  ♦  I  saw  Mr.  Pulliam  (of  Rich- 
mond) soil,  to  different  buyers,  two  daughters 
nway  from  their  mother,  who  was  alsoto  be  aokL 
This  unfortunate  weoian  was  a  quadroon;  and 
I  shall  not  soonYorget  the  Urge  tears  that  started 
to  her  evos  an  eho  SStW  hST  tWO  OhOdreU  SOld 
away  fh>ni  her." 
Tiillinonj  Sks  this  Ii  almiidiiii 
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plantation  might  not  sufi'er.  We 
need  not  dwell  on  this  new  pliaso  of 
Slavery,  its  revolting  features,  and 
still  more  revolting  consequences. 
The  simple  and  notorious  fact  that 
clergymen,  marrying  slaves,  were 
accustomed  to  require  of  them  fidel- 
ity in  their  marital  relation,  until 
separated  by  death,  or  by  inexorable 
necessity^  suffices  of  itself  to  stamp 
the  social  condition  thus  photo- 
graphed with  the  indignant  reproba- 
tion of  mankind.  And  when  we  add 
that  slave-girls  were  not  only  daily 
sold  on  the  auction-blocks  of  Xew 
Orleans,  and  constantly  advertise<l  in 
her  journals,  as  very  nearly  white, 
well-educated,  and  possessed  of  the 
rarest  personal  attractions,  and  that 
they  commanded  double  and  treble 
prices  on  this  account,  we  leave  noth- 
ing to  be  added  to  complete  the  out- 
lines of  a  system  of  legalized  and 
prieat-sanctioned  iniquity,  more  gi- 
gantic and  infernal  than  heathenism 
and  barbarism  ever  devised.  For  the 
Circassian  beauty,  whose  charms 
seek  and  find  a  market  at  CQns^anti- 
nople,  is  sent  thither  by  her  parents, 
and  is  herself  a  willing  party  to  the 
g]>et'ulation.  She  hopeftilly  bids  a 
last  adieu  to  the  home  of  her  infancy, 
to  find  another  in  the  harem  of  some 
wealthy  and  powerful  Turk,  where 
she  ^vill  achieve  the  life  of  luxury 
and  idleness  she  covets.  But  the 
American-bom  woman,  consigned  by 
the  laws  of  her  country  and  the  fiat 
of  her  owner  to  the  absolute  y)os3es- 
sion  of  whomsoever  bids  most  for 
her,  neither  consents  to  the  transfer, 
nor  is  at  all  consulted  as  to  the  per- 
son to  whom  she  is  helplessly  con- 
signed. The  Circassian  knows  that 
her  children  will  be  free  and  honored. 
The  American  is  keenly  aware  that 


hers  must  share  her  own  bitter  and 
hopeless  degradation.  It  was  long  ago 
observed  that  American  Slavery,  with 
its  habitual  and  life-long  separations 
of  husband  from  wife,  of  parent  from 
child,  its  exile  of  perhaps  the  larger 
portion  of  its  Wctims  from  the  hum- 
ble but  cherished  homes  of  their 
childhood  to  the  strange  and  repul- 
sive swamps  and  forests  of  the  far 
South-West,  is  harsher  and  viler  than^' 
any  other  system  of  bondage  on 
which  the  sun  ever  shone.  And 
wlien  we  add  that  it  has  been  care- 
fully computed  that  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, since  the  date  of  the  purchase 
of  Louisiana,  liad  received  more 
money  for  her  own  flesh  and  blood, 
^  regularly  sold  and  exported,  than  her 
soil  and  all  that  was  upon  it  would 
have  sold  for  on  the  day  when  she 
seceded  from  the  Union,  we  need 
adduce  no  more  of  the  million  facts 
which  unite  to  prove  every  wrong  a 
blunder  a»  well  as  a  crime — that  God 
has  implanted  in  every  evil  the  seeds 
of  its  overthrow  and  ultimate  de- 
struction. 


The  conflicting  currents  of  Ameri- 
can thought  and  action  with  regard 
to  Slavery — that  wliich  was  cherished 
by  the  Revolutionary  })atriots,  and 
gradually  died  with  them,  and  that 
by  which  the  former  was  impercepti- 
bly 6up|)lanted — are  strikingly  e.xliib- 
itcd  in  the  history  and  progress  of 
the  movement  for  African  Coloniza- 
tion. Its  originator  was  the  Ilev. 
Samuel  Ilojikins,  D.  D.,  who  was 
settled  as  a  clergyman  at  Ncwjx)rt, 
II.  I.,  in  1770,  and  found  that  thriv- 
ing Bca-port  a  focus  of  Sla\  ery  and 
the  Slave-Trade,  upon  both  of  which 
he  soon  commenced  an  active  and 
determined  war.    The  idea  of  coun- 
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teracting,  and  ultimately  suppressing, 
the  Slave-Trade,  through  a  system- 
atic colonization  of  the  western  coast 
of  Africa  with  emancipated  blacks 
from  America,  was  matured  and  sug- 
gested by  liim  to  others,  even  before 
the  outbreak  of  the  Revolutionarv 
v.'ar ;  and  its  realization,  interrupted 
by  that  stniggle,  was  resumed  by  him 
directly  after  it  had  been  closed. 
This  was  anterior  to  the  British  set- 
tlement of  Sierra  Leone,  and  preceded  i 
the  appearance  of  Clarkson's  prize  I 
essay,  commanding  public  attention  ' 
to  the  horrors  of  the  Slave-Trade. 
Among  Dr.  Hopkins's  European  cor- 
resi)ondent8  were  Granville  Sharp 
and  Zachary  Macaulay,  wlio  were 
among  the  earliest  and  least  com- 
promising of  British  abolitionists. 
Through  his  influence  and  efforts, 
three  colored  youth  were  educated 
in  New  England,  toward  the  close  of 
the  last  century,  with  express  refer- 
ence to  missionary  labor  in  Africa  in 
connection  with  the  Colonization 
movement.  Two  of  these  ultimately, 
though  at  a  mature  age,  migrated  to 
Liberia,  where  they  died  soon  aft:er. 
Thirty-eight  American  blacks  emi- 
grated to  Sierra  Leone  in  1816, 
under  the  auspices  and  in  the  vessel 
of  one  of  their  own  number.  The 
initial  organization  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society  took  place  at 
Princeton,  J.,  in  the  autunm  of 
1816 ;  and  that  Society  was  formally 
organized  at  Washington,  by  the 
choice  of  officers,  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1817.  Its  first  attempt  at  j^rac- 
tical  colonization  was  made  in  1820 
on  Sherbro  Island,  which  proved  an 
unfortunate  location  ;  its  present  po-  ' 
sition  on  the  main  land,  at  Cape  I 
Mesurado,  was  purchased  December  t 
15, 1821,  and  Bome  colonists  landed  1 


on  it  early  in  the  following  year. 
About  one  thousand  emigrants  were 
dispatched  thither  in  the  course  of 
the  following  seven  years,  including 
a  small  church  of  colored  persons 
which  migrated  from  Boston  in  182G. 
The  additional  number  dispatched 
during  the  succeeding  thirty  years 
was  not  far  from  eight  thousand. 
The  city  founded  by  the  original 
emigrants  received  the  name  of  Mon- 
rovia, and  in  1847  the  colony  declared 
itself  an  independent  republic  under 
the  name  of  Liberia.  That  republic 
still  exists,  enjoying  a  moderate  and 
equable  prosperity,  in  spite  of  its  un- 
healthiness  for  whites,  and  for  all  but 
duly  acclimated  blacks,  on  account 
of  its  tropical  and  humid  location. 

But  the  Colonization  movement, 
though  bountifully  lauded  and  glori- 
fied by  the  eminent  in  Church  and 
State,  and  though  the  Society  num- 
bered among  its  Presidents  Bushrod 
Washington,  Charles  Carroll,  James 
Madison,  and  Henry  Clay,  has  not 
achieved  a  decided  success,  and  for 
the  last  twenty  yeare  has  steadily 
and  stubbornly  declined  in  import^ 
ance  and  consideration.  It  has 
ceased  to  command  or  deserve  the 
sympathy  of  abolitionists,  without 
aehievinr;  the  heartv  confidence, 
though  it  has  been  blessed  or  cursed 
with  the  abundant  verbal  commend- 
ations, of  their  antagonists.  It  was 
soon  discovered  that,  while  it  was 
presented  to  the  former  class  as  a  safe 
and  unobjectionable  device  for  miti- 
gating the  evils,  while  gradually  un- 
dermining the  existence,  of  human 
bondage  in  our  countr}',  it  was,  at 
the  same  time,  commended  to  the 
favor  and  patronage  of  slaveholders 
as  a  means  of  relievincr  the  South  of 
its  dangerous  free-negro  element,  and 
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thus  augmenting  tho  security  and 
insuring  the  perpetuity  of  their  be- 
loved institution.  Moreover,  as  the 
cnlianced  and  constantly  increasing 
market  value  of  slaves  obstructed  and 
diminished  manumissions  with  a  view 
to  colonisation,  the  class  of  subjects 
f(^r  deportation  to  Africa  steadily 
fell  <iff  in  numbers,  and  in  the  quality 
of  those  composing  it.  When,  at 
last,  the  South,  under  the  lead  of  Mr. 
^  Calhoun,  quite  generally  adopted  the 
novel  and  extraordinary  doctrine  of 
the^sseutiul  righteousness  and  signal 
bcneficenceof Slaverv — when  the  re- 
lation  of  life-long  servitude  and  utter 
subjugation  to  the  will  of  a  master 
was  declared  the  true,  natural,  and 
most  enviable  condition  of  tlifiL.la- 
.  \^  boring  class  anj* where — the  condition 
most  conducive  to  their  happiness,'" 
moral  culture,  and  social  well-being — 
the  idea  of  liberating  individuals  or 
families  from  this  subjugation,  and 
sending  them  from  peaceful,  i)lenti- 
ful,  and  prosperous  America  to  be- 
niglited,  barbarous,  and  inhospitable 
Ai'rica,  became,  in  this  view,  a  trans- 
parent absurdity.  No  disciple  of 
Calhoun  could  be  a  logical,  con- 
sistent colonizationist,  any  more  than 


a  follower  of  Garrison  and  Wendell 
Phillips.  The  constantly  and  widely 
diverging  currents  of  American  opin- 
ion soon  left  the  Colonization  move- 
ment hopelessly  stranded.  The 
teachings  of  the  new  Soutlieru  school 
tended  ]>alpably  toward  the  extirpa- 
tion from  the  South  of  the  free-negro 
anomaly,  througli  reenslavement 
rather  than  exile.  Lcijislutive  efforts 
to  decree  a  general  sale  of  free 
netrroes  into  absolute  slaverv  were 
made  in  several  StatCf^,  barely  defeat- 
ed in  two  or  tliree,  an»l  fully  success- 
ful in  one.  Arkansas,  in  1S58-9, 
enacted  the  enslavement  of  all.free 
colored  ]>ersons  witliin  her  limits, 
who  should  not  remove  bevond  them 
before  tho  ensuing  4tli  of  July,  and 
this  atrocious  edict  was  actually  en- 
forced bv  her  authorities.  The  ne- 
groes  generally  escaped  ;  but,  if  any 
remained,  they  did  so  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  first  slierift'  who  could 
lay  hands  on  them  wouhi  hurry  them 
to  the  auction-block,  and  sell  them 
to  the  highest  bidder.  And  this  was 
but  a  foretaste  of  tlie  fate  to  wliieli 
the  new  Southern  dogma  was  morally 
certain,  in  a  few  years,  to  consign  the 
whole  free  colored  population  of  the 


"  "  What  disposition  (lod,  in  Hi^  provi<}enw. 
will  eventually  make  of  theso  black!:,  cannot  l>o 
foretold;  but  it  in  our  duty  to  provide  for  our* | 
own  happiness  andtlioira  a.H  lon^asv  u  cun.  In 
dealing;  with  this  quofttion,  it  will  not  do  to  bo  | 
puided  by  abstract  notions  of  liberty  and  slavery.  I 
We  can  only  judp?  tlie  future  by  tlio  p.ist ;  and, 
as  exporienco  proves  ihat^he  nepro  is  better  off 
'.in  slavery  at  the  .*v)uth  than  in  freedom  tl.se- 
•where.^t  is  tho  part  of  philanthropy  to  keep  him 
hero.  aS  we  keep  our  children  in  pubjection  for  ' 
tlicir  own  good.'' — Dt  Jhw's  Review,  vol.  ii..  p. 
310. 

Mr.  Chestnut  of  S.  C,  in  a  long  pro-slavery 
Fpecch  in  the  U.  S.  Senate,  April  9,  ISiui,  pre- 
Fcntcd  his  views  of  the  inherent  ciccUcnco  of 
human  bondage,  aa  regards  the  iilavL.s  tlicin.- 
selves,  as  follows : 

"But you  say,  'I  leave  out  of  the  considera- 
tion the  happineRS  of  the  race  enslaved."  Uy  no 
TPPflni    It  ia  an  important  cieuicut  of  the  moral 


argument.  *  *  *  In  the  u'cneral  ninri'h  of  human 
progress,  tliore  i.s  no  one  intcre-'t  of  linmanity 
whiL-h  had  advanced  nioru  rapidly  tliim  tli*.- in.Hti- 
tuiiou  of  .\fri<Mn  t?lavery  :is  ii  i.s  in  llio  Southern 
States.  It  has  stood  the  tf*t  of  every  trial.  Its 
mission  is  to  subduo  the  unbroken  n>;ioii«of  the 
varm  and  fcrtili!  South,  and  it.s  end  i.-^  the  liap- 
pinessand  civili/.;ition  of  the  huni;in  rnee,  indwi- 
ing  the  race  oj  the  fiave,  in  all  rcspect.s."' 

Said  Mr,  Jas.  M.  Ma.-son,  if  V;>.,  iu  tho  dcbalo 
of  the  following'  day: 

"  ,\s  to  iho  Awi'  ptipiilation,  I  agree  with  Ihp 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  if  a  pn)}>k'm,  it 
has  worked  itself  out;  (lie  thin-.;  is  settled  Imrc, 
po  far  a.s  tin?  i.s  com-erned,  or  iheopiniond 

and  purposes  of  the  South,  or  liicir  ability  to 
make  their  opinions  and  [rur]io.ses  irooil.  It  will 
Im'coi!!.'.  il  ha?  jdreaily  liej^un  to  ««•,  t).e  r.-l.ib- 
lished  fx^ilic'.wif  the  Sfnitli  to  Imve  nomoM'  enian- 
i-ipation.  i/Ct  them  continue  inliondaL'o  as  they 
now  i:sist,  aa  itio  hcjit  coniliiion  (-f  l.'otli  races." 
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SlftTe  State.4,  had  not  those  States 
been  precipitated  into  their  great 
Bebellion.  Individuals  would  have 


reBisted  and  protested,  but  only  to 
be  overborne  by  inexorable  logic,  and 
even  more  inexorable  majorities. 


VIL 

THE  MISSOURI  STRUGOLB. 


Whkn  the  State  of  Louisiana,  pre- 
viously known  as  tlie  Territory  of 
Orleans,  was  admitted  into  tlie  Un- 
ion,' tlie  remainder  of  the  Louisiana 
jmrchiLse,  wliu  li  luid  fornierly  borne 
the  designation  of  lA)uisiana  Terri- 
tory, was  renamed  the  Territory  of 
MiBBonri  The  people  of  a  portion 
of  this  Territory,  stretcliing  west- 
ward from  the  Mismasippi  on  both 
aides  of  the  river  ^ris>oun,  peti- 
tioned Congress  for  admission  into 
the  Union  as  the  State  of  Missouri ; 
and  tlieir  nieniorials"  were  referred 
by  the  House  to  a  Select  Ci>Mimittee, 
whereof  ^Ir.  Scott,  tlieir  delegate, 
was  chairman.  Thi^  Committee  re- 
ported* a  bill  in  aocoardanoe  wifli  tbeir 
prayer,  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed ;  but  no  fbrther  action  was 
taken  thereon  during  that  session. 

The  same  Congress  reconvened  for 
its  second  session  on  tlie  lOtli  of  the 
followinjz;  Novem])er,  and  tlie  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whoky  and  in  due  time  took  np 
the  Missouri  bill  aforesaid,  which  was 
considered  throughout  that  sitting 
and  that  of  the  next  day  but  one, 
during  whieh  several  .amoidments 
were  adopted,  the  most  important 
of  which,  moved  by  General  James 
Tallmadgc,  of  Dutchess  County, New 
York,  was  as  follows : 

»  April  8,  I.<12.  / 

«  On  the  IGtli  of  ifurch,  1818.    »  April  3d. 

*  February  13,  181  £>. 


^^Antl  provided.  That  the  Introdnction  of 
Slavery,  or  dluntary  servitude,  be  pruhib- 
iUmI,  c'\ri-].t  tnr  tin'  i)nni3hiiKMit  of  (Times, 
wlieriiit"  tlie  party  lias  been  diilv  convicted: 
and  that  ail  cliildrcii  txtrn  within  the  Buid 
State,  after  the  admission  thereof  into  ths 
I'nion.  shall  W  de<-lared  freo  at  the  age 
twenty-live  years." 

On  the  rising  of  tlie  Committee, 
the  Teas  and  Nays  were  demanded 
in  the  Honse  on  the  question  of 
agreeing  to  this  amendment;  when 
a  division  was  called,  and  so  nmch 
of  it  as  precedes  and  includes  the 
word  "convicted''  was  adopted  by 
87  Yeas — all  from  tlic  suhstantiallv 
Free  States''  exce])t  one  of  the  two 
,  members  from  Delaware  —  to  7G 
-Naya,  whereof  ten  were  from  Free 
States — Massachusetts  (then  includ- 
ing Maine)  supplying  three  of  them, 
New  York  three,  with  one  each  fhnn 
New  Jersey,  Xinv  IIampshiPB|  Ohio, 
and  Illinois.  Tlio  residue  of  the 
amendment  was  likewise  sustained, 
bv  the  close  vote  of  S2  Yeas  to  78 
]S'ays.  The  bill  thus  anicTHjeir  M'aa 
ordered  to  a  tliird  nadinir  bv  98 
Yeas  to  50  Xays,  and  tlie  next  day 
was  passed  and  sent  to  the  Senate, 
where  the  restriction  aforesaid  was 
stricken  out  by  a  Vote  of  23  to  10, 
and  the  bill  thus  ameiuled  ]ia5scd 
without  a  division,  on  the  last  day 
but  one  (»f  the  session.  Tieinj?  now 
returned  to  the  House,  General  Tali- 

*  New  York  auil  New  JerH-y  still  holi  a  finr 
8Uve»,  but  the  former  had  decreed  their  maa- 
umisBioo. 
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madfje  morcd  its  indefinite  post- 
ponement, which  was  defeated  — 
Yens  C9,  Nays  74.  "But  the  question 
next  presented,  of  concurrence  in  the 
Senate's  amendment  aforesaid,  was 
decided  in  the  negative — Yeas  70, 
Nav8  78;  and  the  bill  returned  to 
the  Senate  accordingly.  The  Sen- 
ate insisted  on  its  amendment  with- 
out a  division ;  and,  on  the  return  of 
the  bill  to  the  House,  Mr.  John  W. 
Tayl»>r,*  of  New  York,  moved  tluit 
the  House  adhere  to  its  disagree- 
ment;  which  prevailed — Yeas  78, 
Navs  G6.  And  so  the  bill  failed  for 
that  session. 

A  bill,  organizing  so  much  of  the 
Territory  of  Missonn  as  was  not  in- 
cluded within  the  borders  of  the  j)ro- 
posed  State  of  that  name,  to  be 
known  as  the  Territorv  of  Arkansas, 
was  considered  at  this  session,  and 
Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  moved 
the  application  thereto  of  the  restric- 
tion aforesaid.  So  much  of  it  as 
required  that  all  slaves  born  within 
the  Territory  after  the  passage  of 
this  act  should  be  free  at  twenty-live 
years  of  age,  was  carried,'  by  75  Yeas 
to  72  Nays,  and  the  residue  defeated 
bv  70  Yeas  to  71  Navs.  Next  dav, 
liowever,  the  adopted  clause  was  re- 
considered and  stricken  out,  and  the 
hill  ultimately  passed  without  any 
reference  to  Slavery.  Arkansas  be- 
came in  consequence  a  Slave  Terri- 
ton-,  and  ultimately  a  Slave  State. 

A  new  Cougresa  convened  Decem- 
ber 0,  1819 ;  and  Mr.  Scott*  moved 
a  reference  to  a  Select  Committee 
of  the  memorials  from  Missouri,  in- 
cludinfj  that  of  her  Territorial  Lcijls- 
lature,  asking  admission  into  tlie 
I'nion.  ThU  motion  prevailed,  and 
Mr.  Speaker  Clay  appointed  as  such 

•  ^me  years  afterward,  Speaker  of  the  Uouse. 


Committee  tliree  members  from  Slave 
States,  beside  Mr.  -Scott,  who  was 
chairman,  with  but  one  from  a  Free 
State.  In  the  Senate,  the  legislative 
memorial  aforesaid  was  referred  to 
'  the  Judiciary  Coumiittee,  consisting 
I  of  three  members  from  Slave  States 
witli  but  two  from  Free  States. 

Upon  the  conflict  which  ensued, 
tlie  Slave  Power  entered  with  very 
great  incidental  advantages.  The 
President,  Mr.  Monroe,  though  ho 
took  no  conspicuous  part  in  the 
strife,  was  well  known  to  favor  that 
side,  as  did  a  majority  of  liis  Cabi- 
net, BO  that  the  patronage  of  the 
Goveniment  and  tlie  hopes  of  aspir- 
ants to  its  favor  were  powcrliil  mako- 
I  weights  against  the  p(»licy  of  llestric- 
I  tion.  Tlie  two  ex-Presidents  of  the 
dominant  party,  Messrs.  Jefferson 
and  Madison,  still  survived,  and  cave 
their  powerful  influcTue  oj)enly  in 
accordance  witli  tlieir  Southern  sym- 
pathies rutlier  tlian  their  Anti-Slavery 
convictions.  ]\[r.  Clay,  the  po])ular 
and  potent  Speaker  of  tlic  ITouse, 
thougli  likewise  iVnti-Slaverv  in  prin- 
cijde,  was  a  zealous  and  most  efH- 
cient  adversarv  of  Kestriction.  The 
natural  fears  of  a  destniction,  or  at 
least  a  temjiorary-  prostration,  of  the 
Republican  ascendency,  through  the 
reformation  of  parties  on  what  were 
called  geograplii<'al  lim-s,  also  t«  nded 
strongly  to  defeat  the  i>roj»os(><l  inlii- 
biti(»n  of  Shivery'.  The  Xortli,  it  had 
by  this  time  cotne  to  be  undc!*stt.>od, 
if  beaten  in  sncli  a  struggle,  would 
quietly  submit ;  wliile  the  South,  it 
was  very  clearly  intimated  and  gen- 
erally believed,  would  shiver  .ill  j'arty 
l)and-,  and  perliaps  even  the  I'nion 
itself,  rather  than  submit  to  a  <lefeat 
on  tliis  issue. 
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Moreover,  the  shape  and  manner 
in  which  the  question  was  presented 
were  exceedingly  favorable  to  the 
Soiithcni  side.  Its  advocates,  in  ac- 
cordance with  their  general  policy  of 
defending  and  promoting  Slavery  in 
the  abused  name  of  liberty,  fought 
their  battle  under  the  flag  of  State 
Sovereignty,  State  EquaKty, etc.  The 
Right  of  the  People  to  form  and 
modify  their  institutions  in  accord- 
ance with  their  own  jndi!:ment,  in- 
terest, fcoliiifjs,  or  convictions,  was 
the  Imrden  of  their  strain.  Said  Mr. 
William  Pinknev,*  of  Maryland, 
tbeir  most  pretentious  and  ornate,  if 
not  iheir  ablest  champion : 

"  Slavery,  we  ore  told  in  many  a  pamphlet, 
niemoriiil,  aiul  Fi{»cooh,  with  which  the  jiress 
has  lutuly  ^'loaiicd,  is  a  fuul  blut  on  uur  oth- 
erwise iiiiiiiacalate  repntation.  Let  this  he 
conceded — yet  you  are  no  nearer  than  be- 
fore to  tlic  coiii'lu>i<>n  that  you  posses^s  power 
which  may  di  al  w  itii  otb«rol^MUi  as  effectu- 
ally as  with  this.  Slavery,  we  are  further 
told,  with  some  pomp  of  metaphor,  is  a  can- 
ker at  the  root  ot'  all  that  i»  excellent  in  this 
republican  empire,  a  MstUent  disease  that 
is  snatohini?  the  yonthfiil  bloom  from  its 
check,  prostrating  its  honor  and  withering 
its  strengtli.  Be  it  so — ^jret,  if  you  have 
power  to  medicine  to  it  m  the  way  pro- 
posed, and  in  virtue  of  tlio  diploma  which 
you  duiin,  you  abo  have  the  uower,  in  the 
distribution  of  your  political  alexipharmics, 
to  present  tlio  deadliest  dru<rs  to  every  Ter- 
ritory that  would  bocomo  a  State,  and  bid  it 
drinlc  or  1  i  i  a  colony  forever,  fflaveiry, 
we  are  also  tnld.  is  now  'roHiufr  onward 
with  a  rapid  title  toward  Uie  boundless  re- 
gions of  the  West,'  threaleiiiiig  to  doom 
them  to  sterility  and  sorrow,  milsfls  B<mi6 


potent  voice  can  say  to  it,  Thus  far  plmlt 
thou  go  and  no  farther.  Slavery  cii;_'ciidcni 
pride  and  indolence  in  iu.H  Iid  coiuruands, 
and  inflicts  intellectual  and  iiiural  <K>n:rada- 
tion  on  him  who  serves.  Sluvcry,  in  tine,  is 
uncliristiau  and  aboniiiuible.  Sir,  I  shall 
not  stop  to  deny  that  blavei;y  is  all  this  and 
more;  bnt  I  mui  not  think  myself  tfa«  less 
authorized  to  deny  that  it  is  for  you  to  stay 
the  course  of  this  dork  torrent^  by  opposing 
to  it  a  mound  raised  up  hj  the  labors  of 
portentous  discretion  on  the  dnrniiin  of  oth* 
ers;  a  wound  which  you  cannot  erect  bat 
throairh  the  instrumentality  of  a  trespass  of 
90  ordinary  kind — not  tlie  comparatively  in- 
nocent trefiposs  that  beats  down  a  few  blades 
of  gross,  which  the  first  kind  son  or  the  next 
refreshing  slmwer  may  cause  to  spring  atrcin 
— but  that  which  levels  with  the  ground  the 
lordliest  trees  of  the  forest,  and  claims  im- 
mortality for  the  dfliitmctioii  vMch  it  in- 
hicts." 

Throughout  the  discussion,  the  ar- 
gument that  Mii^ouri,  b^'  the  adop- 
tion of  this  amendmeii^  would  be 
subject  to  impreoedented,  invidious, 
and  degrading  exactions — ^tliat  she 
would  be  brought  into  the  Union 
not  as  the  equal,  hut  as  the  subject 
of  her  elder  sisters — that  the  power 
thus  exercised  involved  the  as.«.ertion 
of  nnliniitcd  and  utterly  irres]>onsi- 
])le  authority  to  sluipe  and  mold  the 
institutions  of  every  new  State — was 
pressed  with  eminent  subtlety,  perti- 
nacity,  and  vigor.  The  right  to  pio- 
Mbit  Slavery  in  any  or  all  of  the 
Territories,  denied  hy  none,  was  ex- 
pressly admitted  by  Mr.  Philip  P. 
Barbour,"  of  Virginia.  But  tliis 
admission,  however  generally  made, 


•Speech  hi  the  U.  &  BmHa,  Wmmrj  IB, 

J820. 

In  the  debate  of  Monday,  Feb.  15,  1819, 
Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour,  of  Va.,  said: 

"TliL'  olTwi  (,f  the  proiKvped  amendmonl  is  to 
prohibit  tlio  further  introductioa  of  Blaveg  into 
the  new  State  of  Missouri,  and  to  emancipate,  at 
^bo  age  of  twenty-five  years,  tlif^  chil  lrcn  oC  all 
thoae  slaves  who  are  now  within  its  liinits.  The 
first  o!ijeclion.  h:t'nl  lic,  whidi  iiioetH  us  nt  Ihc 
very  tbrosbold  of  the  diacussioo,  is  this:  that  we 
have  no  oonstitutioaal  Hglit  to  enact  the  iho' 
posed  provision.  Our  power,  in  relation  to  this 
subject,  is  derived  from  the  Urst  chiuse  of  iho 
thinl  aection  of  the  fourth  ertide  of  the  Contti- 


whic'h  is  in  these  words:  'New  >tate8 
may  he  admitted  by  the  Coogresa  into  this  Uuioo.* 
Now,  8b>,Blthoiiebbyflie  nertaaooeedhigchnue 

of  the  Mme  section,  '  Conerees  has  the  power 
to  make  all  needful  nilea  .inci  regulations  respect- 
ing the  Territory  of  the  United  States;' and 
although,  therefore,  whilst  the  proposed  State 
continued  a  part  of  our  IkrrUory,  upon  the 
footing  of  a  Territorial  p-nrernrnent,  it  ^rmild 
have  been  com]>tieni  for  n.<,  un  iiT  tiip  i>ower 
exprensly  given  to  make  need'  il  r\.!rs  !Uiiir^^ 
ulations — to  have  established  the  principle  nov 
proposed ;  yet  the  questaon  asamnea  a  toially  di& 
forent  asfwct  when  that  princij  lo  is  intended  to 
apply  to  a  Statk." — JknUnCa  AbridgmenL  H.  1", 
1868.,  T0LTL,^  841. 
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did  not  gain  a  single  Southern  vote 
for  tlio  policy  of  Restriction  when 
the  bill  to  organize  Arkansas  Terri- 
tory was  under  consideration ;  wliere- 
on  Mr.  Walker,  of  North  (^'aroliiia, 
in  opposing  that  policy,  gravely,  and 
without  the  least  suspicion  of  irony, 
observed:  ''Let  it  not  be  forgotten 
that  we  ue  legislating  in  a  free 
country,  and  for  a  free  people." 
But  tlie  champions  of  Keetriction, 
though  less  agilo  and  skillful  of  fence 
than  tlieir  opponents,  were  by  no 
means  worsted  in  the  argument. 
Here  is  a  s])e(dmeii  of  their  logic, 
from  the  bpcoch  ut"  John  W.  Taylor 

"  Gentleinen  have  said  the  amendment  is 
m  Tiolatkm  of  the  treaty,  because  it  impairs 

tlio  property  «>f  n  master  in  his  slave.  Is  it 
then  pretended  tlint,  notwithstanding  the 
dedaratioB  in  our  bill  of  ri^^'hts  "  tlmt  all 
men  are  created  equal,'  one  iiuliviilual  can 
Lave  a  vested  property,  not  only  in  the  lieah 
•ad  blood  of  his  fellow-man,  bat  also  in 
generations  not  yet  called  into  existence? 
Can  it  be  believed  tliat  the  9ui)reme  legiala- 
tnre  has  no  power  to  provide  rales  and  regu- 
lations for  meliorating  the  conditioa  of  fn- 
tnre  ages?  And  this,  too,  when  the  Consti- 
tution itself  has  vested  in  Congress  full 
iOTereigntj,  bj  aathorizing  the  enactment 
of  whatever  law  It  may  deem  eondneive  to 
the  welfare  of  the  country  ?  The  sovereign- 
tr  of  Congress  in  relation  to  the  States  is 
mnlted  bj  speciflc  grants,  bat  in  regard  to 
the  Territories  it  Ls  unlimited.  Missouri 
was  purchased  with  our  money ;  and.  until 
{acofporated  Into  the  family  of  States,  it  may 
he  sold  for  money.  Can  it,  then,  bo  main- 
tained that,  though  we  have  the  power  to 
dijipose  of  tlie  whole  Territory,  we  have  no 
right  to  i>rovide  against  the  further  increase 
of  Slavery  within  its  limits  ?  That,  although 
we  may  change  the  political  relations  of  its 
free  citizens  by  tran^ening  their  country  to 
a  foreign  power,  we  eannot  provide  for  the 
gTadu.*!]  abolition  of  Slavery  within  its  limits, 
nor  establiah  those  civil  regalations  which 
naCarall  r  flow  from  setf-evident  tmth  f  No, 
Sir;  it  cannot:  the  practice  of  nations,  and 
ilte  common  sense  of  mankind  have  long 
ainoe  decided  tliese  qaestions. 

Having  proved,  as  I  apprehend,  our 
right  to  logisiate  in  the  maouer  proposed,  I 
pfoeeed  to  iUostnte  tha  pfoprie^  of  exer- 


cising  it.  And  hero  I  might  ro«t  Piitisfied 
with  reminding  my  opponents  of  theT  own 
declarations  on  the  suoject  of  Slavery.  ]  I o  .\ 
often  and  liow  eloquently  have  they  d<'|>lored 
its  existence  among  them!  "What  williiig- 
ness,  nay,  what  solicitude,  have  th«  v  not 
manifested  to  be  relieve<l  frf)in  this  burdt-n! 
Uovv  have  they  wept  over  the  uuforlunato 
policy  which  first  introduced  slsTes  into 
this  country!  How  have  they  disclaimed 
the  guilt  and  shame  of  that  original  sin,  and 
thrown  it  back  upon  their  ancestors!  I 
have  with  pleasure  heard  these  avowals  of 
regret,  and  eonfided  In  fhetr  shioerity;  I 
liavo  hoped  to  see  its  elTocts  in  the  advance- 
ment of  the  cause  of  Uuiuaaity.  Gentlemen 
have  now  an  opportunity  of  putting  their 
principles  into  pnwtice.  If  tlioy  have  trie<l 
Slavery  and  found  it  a  curse — if  they  desire 
to  dissipate  the  gloom  with  which  it  covers 
their  land— I  call  npon  them  to  exclude  it 
from  the  TerriU)ry  in  question ;  plant  not  ita 
seeds  in  this  uncorrupt  soil ;  let  not  our 
children,  looking  back  to  the  proceedings  of 
this  day,  say  of  them,  as  they  have  been 
constriuned  to  speak  of  their  fathers,  '  We 
wish  their  decision  had  l»ecn  different ;  wo 
regrot  the  existence  of  this  uufortupato  popu- 
lation among  us;  but  we  found  them  here; 
we  Itnow  not  what  to  do  with  them ;  it  is 
onrmisfivtone ;  we  must  bear  it  with  pa- 
tience.' 

UisUNT"  will  record  the  decision  of  this 
day  as  exerting  its  Inflnenoe  for  oentaries  to 

como  over  the  population  of  half  our  conti- 
nent. If  we  r^ect  the  amendment,  and  suf- 
fer thb  noir  oasOy  eradioated,  to  strike 
its  roots  so  deep  into  the  soil  that  it  can 
never  bo  remOTsd.  shall  we  not  furnish  some 
apology  for  donbtiog  our  rinoerity  when  we 
deplore  its  existence?  Shall  wo  not  expose 
ourselves  to  the  same  kind  of  censure  wiiich 
was  pronounced  by  the  Saviour  of  mankind 
oa  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  who  builded 
tho  tombs  of  the  propliots,  and  garnished 
the  sepulchres  of  the  righteous,  and  said,  if 
they  had  lived  in  tho  days  of  their  fathers, 
they  would  not  have  been  partaken*  with 
them  in  tho  blood  of  the  prophets,  while 
they  manifestei]  a  spirit  which  clearly 
proved  them  the  legitimate  descendants  of 
those  who  killed  the  prophets,  and  thus 
filled  ap  the  measoro  of  their  fitthers'  ini- 
quidesT 

The  Legislatures  of  Xcw  York, 
!New  Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania  unani- 
moufllj  adopted  and  transmitted  re- 
boItbs  In  &Tor  of  the  proposed  Be- 
striotion;  and  like  reaolvefl  irare 


"  Vebraaiy  15^  1819. 
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adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
Slave  State  of  Delaware.  A  frank 
and  forcible  memorial  from  inhabit- 
ants of  Boston  and  its  vicinity, 
drafted  by  Daniel  Webster,'*  and 
signed  by  the  principal  ettisens  of  all 
parties,  asBerted  the  complete  aathor- 
itj  of  Oongraas  over  the  subject,  and 
demanded  Kestriction  o!i  tho^^e 
grounds  of  expediency,  morality,  and 
justice,  with  which  thoui^litful  road- 
er.-^  arc  by  thi.'^  time  abuiidaiitly  I'a- 
niiliar.  The  followiiij^  extract  from 
tlu:^  inciriorial  is  cmLuently  worthy 
of  its  autlior ; 

Tonr  memorialists  were  not  without  the 

hope  that  tho  time  had  at  lenirth  arrived 
when  tlte  incotirenieuce  and  danger  of  this 
description  of  po[)ulatioii  had  become  appa- 
rent in  all  parts  of  this  oonntry  and  in  all 
nuts  of  tljo  civilized  world.  It  mifrht  liavo 
been  hoped  that  the  new  States  tliL-mselves 
WoiiM  have  li.id  s  ii  h  a  vii-vv  of  tlu-irown 
perraunent  iiiteivsu  ami  i)ros[K?rity  an  would 
AATe  led  them  to  pruhihit  its  extension  and 
increase.  Tlie  womU-rful  jrrowth  and  pros- 
perity of  tho  States  north  of  the  Ohio  are 
onqneationably  to  Im  asoribed,  in  a  p'reat 
measure,  to  the  conseqaenccs  of  tho  Ordi- 
nance of  1787 ;  and  few,  indec<l,  are  the 
occasions  in  tho  history  of  nations,  in  which 
SO  maoh  can  bo  done,  bjr  a  single  act,  for  the 
l}eneflt  of  ftatare  generations,  as  was  done 
by  that  Onlinance,  and  a;*  may  now  be  done 
by  the  Congress  of  the  United  btatus.  We 
appeal  to  the  justice  and  to  tlie  wiaclom  of 
the  N'atioii;d  Councils  to  jirovmt  the  further 
progress  of  a  great  uud  t^erioua  evil.  Wo 
appeal  to  those  who  look  forward  to  the 
remote  con:seijuences  of  their  measnroM,  and 
who  cannot  balance  a  teniporary  or  triiliiiLt 
inoonvenieooe,  if  there  wore  such,  again<«t  a 
permanent,  growin?:.  and  ilcsolaiin;?  evil.  Wo 
cannot  forbear  to  remind  the  two  llousi^s  of 
Oongrcds  that  the  early  and  deeislTS  mea- 
sures a<lopted  by  t!ie  American  Government 
for  tho  abolition  of  the  Slave-Trado,  are 
among  tho  proudest  nu'inorials  of  our 
nation's  giory.  That  Slavery  was  ever 
tolerated  in  tiie  Republic  is,  a.H  yet,  to  be 
attributed  to  the  |)o]iry  of  uiDther  (iovern- 
meot.  No  unpntatiou^  thus  far,  rests  on  any 

Etion-of  the  American  Oonfederaey.  The 
■onri  Territory  is  a  new  coutitry.    If  its 
estenttv*  and  fortilo  fields  shall  be  opened 


as  a  market  for  8lave<<,  tho  Government  will 
seem  to  become  a  pai  ty  to  a  traffic  which, 

in  so  many  acts,  through  so  many  years,  it 
has  denoonced  as  impolitic,  nnchristiao, 
inAnmaa.  To  enact  laws  to  pnnish  the  traf- 
fic, and  at  the  same  time  to  tempt  cuj>idity 
and  avarice  by  the  allurements  of  an  iuhatia-  ■ 
ble  narket,  is  inoomdstent  and  Irreeondlable. 
QovernniiMit.  by  wich  a  course,  wonld  only 
defeat  its  own  purposes,  and  render  nuga- 
tory its  own  measures.  Kor  can  the  laws 
derive  support  from  tho  manners  of  tlie  peo- 
ple, if  tJie  power  of  moral  sentimc-nt  be 
weakened  by  enjoyinp,  un<lcr  the  periidssion 
of  (Jovernmf^nt,  frrcnt  facilities  to  commit 
olfeuses.  'ihe  laws  of  tho  United  States 
liave  denounced  heavy  penalties  against  the 
traffic  in  slaves,  because  sudi  tratHc  is 
deemed  ni^nst  and  inhuman.  We  appeal  to 
the  spirit  of  these  laws.  AVo  ap{)e:il  to 
this  justico  and  humanity.  We  ask  whether 
they  ouiirht  not  to  operate,  on  the  present 
occasion,  with  all  their  force?  We  have  a 
Strong  feeling  of  the  iiyut^tice  of  any  tolera- 
tion of  Slayery.  Oircnmstanoes  hare  entailed 
it  on  a  jiortion  of  our  community,  wldoh 
cannot  bo  immediately  relieved  of  it  without 
conse^iuenceft  more  injurious  than  tlie  suffer- 
ing of  tho  evil.  lUit  to  permit  it  in  m  n(>\v 
country,  where,  as  yet,  no  haliils  are  furnail 
which  render  it  indispensable,  w^hat  is  it, 
but  to  cix'onnifre  that  rapacity,  and  Ir.iud, 
and  violence.  a;xuin.>^t  whicii  wo  have  .so  lony; 
pointed  tho  deimnciations  of  our  penal  ccnie? 
What  is  it,  hut  to  tarnish  the  proud  fume  of 
the  cotmtry?  Whiit  is  it,  but  to  throw  sns* 
picion  on  its  good  taith,  and  to  render  <iuee- 
tiooAble  all  its  professions  of  regard  for  th« 
rights  of  Iluroanity  and  the  litwrties  of  man- 
kind ? 

*'As  inhabitants  of  a  free  country — as 
citizens  of  a  great  and  rising  Republic — as 

members  of  a  ('!iristian  community — a-^  liv- 
ing in  a  liberal  uud  enlightened  age,  and  as 
feeling  onrsclvcs  called  upon,  by  the  dictates 
of  rclidon  atid  luunanity,  wo  have  presumed 
to  otter  our  eentiment^  to  Congress  on  this 
question,  with  a solioitudefortiieeTent  far  be- 
yond whataoommonoocasion  oould  inspire.** 

The  House  Committee,  of  ooune, 
reported  the  bill  without  restriction, 
and  it  came  up  as  a  special  order." 
Mr.  Taylor  moved  its  postponement 

for  a  week,  which  was  voted  down — 
Yea.^  87;  \n  vs  SS.  It  Wii3  coii.<ider- 
cd  in  Cununittce  the  next  day.'*  as 
also  ou  the  2Sth,  anddOth,  and  tlience 


"  T!:r  n  .1  rof-cnt  emigrant  to  Ma."<sachupctt3 
from  the  neighboring  State  of  New  Hampshire. 


"January  24,  1820. 
Missouri  impatiently  awaited  admisaion. 
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debated  dailv,  until  tlie  10th  of  Feb- 
ruarv,  when  a  bill  came  down  from 
the  Senate  to  admit  the  State  of 
Mahif  into  the  Ihiion,"  with  a  rider, 
authorizing  the  people  of  Missouri  to 
finrm  a  State  GonBtitotion,  etc. — the 
ooimeotion  being  intended  to  force 
the  KiflBoori  mearare  tiurongh  the 
Hoose  upon  the  strength  of  the  other 
proposition. 

The  Maine  bill  had  pa?ii^ed  the 
House  "Weeks  before,  "withmit  serious 
oppositi(tn.  ReachiniT  tlin  St  riate,  it 
was  sent  to  its  J  udiciury  C'oniuiittee, 
which  a}>i>ended  to  it  the  provision 
ftroi^ganizingMisaonri.  An  attempt 
to  shake  thi»  off  was  defeated  bj  25 
NajB  to  18  Yeas,  and  the  ySk  re- 
turned to  the  House  acoordint;lv. 
The  House  refu:»ed  to  concur  bv  the 
deci-ive  vote  of  03  to  72 — only  four 
nieni!ter;<  t'r^>ni  the  Free  States  votinin; 
in  the  minority.  The  Tlonse  further 
disa^eed,  by  the  strong  vote  of  102 
to  OS,  to  the  Senate's  umcndment 
.Striking  the  Restriction  oat  of  the 
liissoari  bill.  Hereupon,  what  is 
known  in  history  as  the  Hiesonri 
Compromite  was  concocted.  It  was 
the  work,  not  of  the  advocates,  but 
of  the  opponents,  of  Slavery  Iientnc- 
iion,  intended  solely  to  w'm  votes 
enout;h  from  the  majority  in  the 
House  to  secure  the  adniLssion  of 
Mi^uri  as  a  Slave  State.  It  was 
first  proposed  in  the  Senate  by  Mr. 
Thomas,  of  Illinois — a  nniform  oppo- 
nent of  Restriction  on  Missonri — and 
introduced  by  him'^  in  this  shape : 

"  And  U  U  fuTth0r  muuUd^  Thftt  In  all 

that  Territory  ceded  by  France  to  the  TTnito<l 
States,  under  the  nuine  of  Loaisiuiia,  which 
lies  north  of  thirty-six  deirrees  thirty  tfiin-  i 

nte<?  nortli  latitude,  excepting  only  such  ■ 
part  thereof  as  U  inchided  witliiti  tlio  liiiiita  j 


of  the  Stnto  contemplated  l>y  this  act,  Slave- 
ry and  invoiuutury  hervitude,  otherwi.se  than 
ia  the  punishment  of  crime,  whereof  the 
party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted,  bhall 
be  and  is  hereby  forever  i»rohlbited.  Pro- 
tided  always^  That  any  person  «flMpiDg  into 
the  same,  from  whom  labor  or  service  is 
lawfully  claimed  in  any  State  or  Territory 
of  the  United  States,  such  fugitive  may  l>o 
lawfully  reclaimed  and  conveyed  to  the  per- 
son claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  sonrice  ai 

ofort'Hiiid." 

The  Senate  adopted  this  proposi- 
tion by  34  Yeas  to  10  if  ays,  and 
past^ed  the  Missonri  bill,  thus  amend- 
ed, by  24  Yeas  to  2<»  Xays— the  mi- 
nority embracing  both  advocates  and 
opponents  of  Restriction.  The  House 
at  first  rejected  Mr.  Thomases  amend- 
ment bjthe  overwhelming  rote  of 
159  Yeas  to  18  Kays.  The  Senate 
refused  to  recede  from  its  amend- 
ments, and  the  House  decisively  in- 
sisted on  its  disairrcement  to  them ; 
whereupon  the  Senate  adced  a  con- 
ference, and  the  House  granted  it 
without  a  division.  The  Committee 
of  Conference  was  framed  bo  as  to 
^ve  the  anti-Bestrictionists  a  decide 
ed  preponderance ;  and  John  Holmes, 
of  Massachnsetts,  reported"  from,  said 
Committee,  that  the  Senate  should 
give  up  its  combination  of  Missouri 
with  Maine:  that  the  House  should 
abandon  its  attempt  to  restrict  Slave- 
ry in  Missouri :  and  that  both  Houses 
shoidd  concur  in  passing  the  bill  to 
admit  Missouri  as  a  State,  with  Mr.  ^ 
Thomases  restriction^or  proviso,  exdiid- 
ing  Slavery  from  all  Teiritoiy  North 
and  West  of  the  new  State.  Foui^ 
teen  members,  in  all,  from  the  Free 
States"  voted  to  adopt  this  Com- 
proTiiise,  with  7B  from  the  Slave 
States,  making  90  in  all ;  while  87 
members  from  the  Free  Statics,  and 
iimie  from  the  Slave  States,  voted 


"February  IT,  18-20.       Mar.  h  \<'1Q. 

**  The  names  of  tb«  fourtecu  members  from 


the  Free  Suites,  thus  voting  with  the  AntirB*- 
slrictioniflts,  are  as  follows : 
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against  the  Compromise.  So  the  hill 
passed  Imth  Houses,  us  did  that  tor 
the  adiuitisiou  of  Maine  ou  the  same 
day. 

This  yirtaally  ended  the  Hiaeonri 
Btruggle;"  though,  at  the  next  8ea- 
uon,  when  Jdjasouri  presented  herself 

for  admissioii  as  a  State,  with  a  Con- 
etitntion  denying  to  her  Legislature 
any  power  to  emancipate  slaves  or  to 
prevent  their  innnii;ration,  and  re- 
quiiing  said  Legislature  to  pass  laws 
to  prevent  the  inunigration  of  free 
negroes  or  raulattoes  at  any  time  or 
under  any  circumstances,  the  North- 
em  members  tor  the  moment  revolt- 
ed. They  keenly  felt  that  this  was 
not  the  "liber^*  and  "equality** 
which  had  heen  S(  •  stoutly  demanded 
and  eulogized  by  the  opponents  of 
Slavery  liestrietion  ;  and  they  further 
objected  that  this  arbitrary  and  irre- 
vocable  prohibition  of  free  colort'd 
immigration  was  in  pal])able  viola- 
tion ci  that  daiise  of  the  Federal 
Gonstitntion  which  guarantees  to  the 
dtusens  of  each  State  the  rights  of 

MASSAC'iRSErra. — Mark  Langdon  Hill,  John 
HoliiicH.  Jonathan  Mason.  Henry  Shav— -4. 
RUODB  liiLAKD. — SttlDUel  liddj — 1. 

CoKKacncoT.— Saninel  A.  Foot,  James  Ste- 
phens— 2. 

Kew  Yduk. — lloury  Meigs.  Henry  IL  Storra2. 
New  Jkrsky. — .Tdseph  liloomfleld,  Cbariea 
Kinaej,  JJenwrd  Smith — 3. 
PnHSTLTAViA.— HemyBddwfai,  David  Fol- 

Icrton — "2. 

<•  Some  idea  of  the  state  of  focling  in  Misaoari, 
M  well  aa  of  that  in  aoma  of  tfaa  ori^nal  Statea, 

at  this  period  of  tho  Missouri  struggle^  mi^  be 
^thcred  from  tlic  followinij  extract: 

"  Imprl'denck — oil  u  oits^:, — The  St,  Lonis  En- 
qrtirer,  intimating  that  tho  Reatrictionista  intend 
to  renew  their  deugoa  at  the  next  session  of 
Congroaa,  aaya— Missouri  will  then  appear  'as 
a  sovereign  State,  nct-onlinpr  to  tlio  l:uv  of  Con- 
gress, and  not  si.h  a  Territorial  orphan ;'  that 
li  T  ]M'oi<lu  will,  in  that  coro,  'give  fresh  proof 
to  tlio  world  that  tbejr  know  their  ^ightl^  and 
are  able  to  defend  tfaonk'  IThat  nignUte  mch 


citizens  in  every  State.  Iler  admis- 
sion wa.><  at  first  voted  down  iu  the 
Iloii.^e  bv  i>3  Navs  to  79  Yeas ;  but, 
tiually,  a  fresh  Compromise,  concoct- 
ed by  a  aeleet  Joint  Committee^ 
whereof  Mr.  day"  was  diainnan, 
waa  adopted.  By  this  Compromise, 
Missouri  waa  required  to  jdedge  her- 
self that  no  act  should  be  passed  by 
her  Legislature,  "  by  which  any  of  the 
citizens  of  eitlior  of  the  States  phonld 
be  excluded  from  the  enjoyment  of 
the  privileges  and  inimuiiities  to 
wliich  they  are  entitled  under  the 
CouBtitation  of  the  United  States." 
With  this  added  aa  a  proviso,  the 
joint  resolve  admitting  Hissonri  final* 
ly  passed  the  House  by  86  Teas  to 
S2  Nays  ;  and  the  Senate  concurred" 
by  26  Yeas  to  15  Nays.  Missouri, 
through  her  legislature,  complied 
with  the  condition,  and  thereby  be- 
came an  admitted  State.  And  thus 
closed  the  memorable  Missouri  con- 
troversy, which  had  for  two  years  dis- 
turbed the  hannony,  and  threatened 
the  peace  of  the  Union." 

lanRuago  aathis?  All  tliinffs  consideroil,  we 
wisti  that  the  Mis.souri  question  may  be  suffered 
to  rest  where  it  is,  aa  the  lesser  evil ;  but,  if  Con- 
press  pleases  to  take  it  up  again,  and  reftasea  to 
admit  the  Tr>rrit'>ry  under  tlio  Constitutiim  which 
its  Convention  liaa  formed,  and  is  witlmui  jMJwer 
to  enforce  it.s  determination,  it  i.s  hi>rh  time,  in- 
deed, that  a  new  organization  of  affairs  shonld 
take  iilaoo;''>-^to^  Jiegister,  August  26,  1820^ 
ToL  xvULt  Ik  451. 

1*  Colonel  "William  H.  RusfjplI,  of  Mifsonri,  a 
distant  rcktive  and  lifo-loug  friend  of  Mr.  Cbj, 
in  a  letter  (1862)  to  Hon.  James  a  Rollins,  M. 
C,  from  his  State,  Bajs  that  Mr.  Scott,  the  Dele« 
gate  fmni  Missouri  at  the  time  of  her  admission, 
told  him  that  Mr.  Clay,  at  tlio  close  of  the  etriig- 
gle,  said  to  him :  '*Now,  go  home^  and  p-«x«uro 
your  Slate  for  gradual  Emancipation.** 

"IVbrnnry  21,  1S21. 

"Even  John  Adams's  faith  m  tho  Union  was 
aomewlwt  ihnkein  in  tiJa  atocnqr  paaaage  of  ita 
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STATE  EIGHTS— liULLIFIOATIOli. 


So  Ion<j  as  the  peo])le  of  any  State 
withheld  their  asseut  Irom  the  Fod- 
enl  Ooaatitaticn,  it  represented 
and  reprobated  by  its  advenaariee  as 
a  sdieme  of  absolute  and  nndia- 
goked  conaoUdation.  They  pointed 
to  its  Bweepiii.2:  provisions,  wliereby 
all  power  with  regard  to  war,  to 
treaties,  and  to  (lii)loinati('  or  commer- 
cial intt'rcour-.e  with  lnrt-ii;ii  nations, 
to  the  currenc'V,  to  naturalization,  to 
the  support  of  ariniea,  etc.,  etc.,  was 
expressly  withdrawn  from  the  States 
and  eonoentrated  in  the  Federal 
Ghyrenunont}*  as  proof  irrenstiblo  of 
the  eoRectness  of  their  position.  The 
express  inhibition  of  any  alliance, 
eon) pact,  or  treaty  between  two  or 
nu>re  of  the  States,  was  even  more 
conelosiye  on  this  head.  They  point- 

>n-t  ry  Tn  a  letter  to  ThoiDM  Jefltonn,  De- 
cember l.s,  1819,  he  said: 

"The  IGmrari  question,  I  hope,  will  flilloir 

the  other  waves  under  the  ship,  nnd  do  no 
harm.  I  know  it  is  high  treasoa  to  express  a 
doubt  of  the  porpetiiul  duratioa  of  our  vast 
AoMrioan  empire,  Md  our  free  inatitutiona ;  and 
I  my  as  deTonUy  as  (kther  F*ul,  mU)  jitrpetua : 
and  I  am  sometimes  Casiwndra  enough  U)  dn  nm 
that  another  Ilnmilton,  auothor  Burr,  may  rend 
thi4  mighty  fabric  in  twain,  or  perhaps  into  a 
leash,  and  a  tow  mora  eboiea  ipirits  of  the  sama 
•taunp  might  produoa  as  bbiit  nationa  m  North 
Am.-Tii-a  as  thoru  aro  in  Borope.*'— jlditMM^* 
Worki,  vol.  X.,  p. 

'  "  1.  No  State  eludl  enter  into  any  traaty,  or 
ConibdBratioii;  grant  letters  of  marqoa  or  repri- 
■al;  eotn  money;  emitbOlaof  eredit;  make  any 

thing  hut  goLl  und  silver  coin  u  tender  in  pay- 
ment of  debte;  pass  any  bill  of  atiuiudcr,  ex- 
post-faelo  low,  or  law  impairing  the  obligation 
of  ooatraets;  or  grant  any  title  of  nobility. 

No  State  thall,  withont  the  consent  of 
the  Oongrcs-'.  lay  r.uy  imi)08ta  OT  duties  on  im- 
ports or  exjiortw,  except  wiiat  nu^be  abt^olulely 
neceasary  for  executing  ita  inspeotion  laws;  and 
the  net  prodnoeof  all  duties  and  impoats  laid  by 
any  State  on  fanporta  or  exports,  Rhall  be  for 
the  u.<io  of  the  treasury  of  the  United  St.itcs ; 
and  all  Buch  lawa  shall  bo  subject  lo  the  revis- 


ed to  the  fact,  that  the  very  pream- 
ble to  this  instrument  proclaimed  it 
the  work  of  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  and  not  a  mere  allianoe 
or  paet  between  the  States  them- 
selves in  their  capacity  of  separate 
and  sovereign  political  r  oinnninitics. 
Patrick  Henry  urged  this  latter  ob-  y 
jection  v;ith  much  force  in  the  Vir- 
ginia ratifying  Convention.'  These 
caviiers  were  answered,  Irankly  and 
firmly :  "  It  i*  the  work  of  *  the  people 
of  the  United  States,'  as  distinguished 
ftom  the  States  in  their  primary  and 
Boverogn  •capacity;  andwhydbonld 
not  the  f\ict  be  truly  stated  ?"  Gen- 
oral  Washington  did  not  hesitate  to 
assert,  in  his  plain,  earnest,  practical 
way,  that  the  end  Bought  by  the  new 
framework  was  the  consolidtUion  of 

ion  and  control  of  the  Congress.  Xo  State  shall, 
without  the  consent  of  Congress,  lay  any  duty 
on  tonnage,  keep  troops  or  sliips  of  war  in  time 
of  peaoe,  enter  into  any  agreement  or  compact 
with  another  State  or  with  a  fbreign  power,  or 
engaf^  in  war  unless  urtually  invaded,  or  in  such. 
immineDt  danger  as  will  not  admit  of  delay."— 
TheOMuUkOlM,  Art  L,  sea  10. 

'  In  the  Virginia  Convention  (Wednesday, 
June  4,  1 7  ^)  s.  and  the  day  faUowittg)  Mr.  Henry 
spoke  aa  Ibliows: 

"That  this  is  a  oonsolidatad  froremment  is 

damon8(raV)ly  clear;  and  the  danger  of  such  a 
govammeut  is,  to  my  mind,  very  striking.  I 
have  the  highest  veneration  for  those  gentle- 
men [who  formed  the  Constitution];  but,  Sir, 
give  me  leare  to  demand,  What  right  had  they 
to  say,  Wf,  thf  pioph-f  J(y  political  curiosity, 
exclusivo  of  iny  anxious  solicitude  for  the  public 
welfare,  leads  me  to  ask,  Who  authorized  tiiem 
to  say,  If <Ae  jwtpl^  instead  of  \\\  <Ae  Statut 
States  are  the  dmrnelaristies  and  the  sonl  of  a 
confederation.  If  the  States  bo  not  tlio  agents 
of  this  (impact,  it  must  bo  ono  great,  cousolida* 
ted,  national  government,  of  the  people  of  all 
the  States.  *  *  *  I  need  not  take  much  pains 
to  show  that  the  principles  of  this  system  are 
extremely  perniciou'',  impolitic,  and  dangetOML" 
—EUioi«  ikbaUSt  toL  ill,  pp.  22,  A4u 
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oar  tTnioii^"*  which  he  never  cetaed 
to  regard  as  of  the  highest  impor- 
tance and  the  greatest  beneficence. 
History  teaches  scarcely  anything 
more  clearly  than  that  it  was  the 
purpose  of  the  framers  of  the  Consti- 
tntion  to  render  the  inbabitantB  of 
an  the  States  sabetantially  and  per- 
petually one  people,  living  nnder  a 
oommon  GoTemment,  and  known  to 
the  rest  of  mankind  by  a  common 
national  designation.*  The  advan- 
tages secured  to  the  people  of  all  the 
States  by  llio  "  more  j)erlect  Union" 
attained  througli  the  Constitution, 
were  bo  striking  and  manifest  that, 
after  tliey  had  been  for  a  few  years 
enperienoed  and  enjoyed,  they  si- 
lenced all  direct  and  straightforward 
opposition.  Those  who  had  origin- 
ally opposed  and  denounced  the  Con- 
stitution became — at  least  in  profes-; 
sion — its  most  ardent  admirers  and  i 
vigilant  guardians.  They  voluntoored 
their  services  as  its  champions  and  pro- 
tectors against  those  who  had  framed 
it  and  with  diffionlty  achieved  its  rat- 
.Sfication.  These  were  plainly  and 
persistently  accused  of  seeking  its 
snbversion  through  the  oontinual  en- 
largement of  Federal  power  by  lati- 
tudiuouB  and  unwarranted  construc- 

•  In.  th«  address  of  tho  Federal  Convention  to 
Vn  people.  s\f^ned  by  Washington  M  its  Preai- 
dnt,  Septembor  17,  1787. 

*  "Oltixem  hy  birth  or  dioloo  of  •  flow  won 

oountrv,  that  country  has  a  right  to  poncentrnto 
yotir  uiTcfti'.'ns.  The  name  of  American,  wliich 
belongs  to  you  in  your  National  capacity,  must 
•IwajB  exalt  the  just  pride  of  Patriotwin,  more 
OttB  any  appeUathm  dorivted  flmn  local  ^scrim- 
inations." —  Washington's  fhrtwdl  Addnm. 

» In  tho  Fcdprn!  ConveatioB  of  IW  (Debate 

of  Monday,  Juno  Ibth): 

Mr.  Hawutov,  of  New  Tork,  Faiil :  "The 
Conor  ,1  ji  iwi'v.  whalcvcr  bo  its  form,  if  it  pre- 
serves itself,  must  swallow  up  tho  State  (iovem- 
BMlita.  Otherwise,  it  would  be  swallowed  up  by 
fhem.  It  is  against  all  the  principles  of  good 
gOTsmment  to  vest  the  requisite  powers  in  such 


tion.'  They  vehemently  diBclaimed 
any  desire  to  return  to  the  chronic 

feebleneps  and  anarchy  of  the  snp- 
planted  Confederation,  and  consecra- 
ted their  energies  to  battling  against 
the  measureless  ills  of  an  unbalanced 
and  oentralued  despotism,  Thej 
generally  rejected  tiie  appellatioii 
of  Antt-Federalkts,  and  chose  to  ba 
distinctively  known  as  HejmhUcans. 
Thomas  Jefferson,  who  had  lieen  ab- 
sent as  embassador  to  France  tliroiigh- 
ont  the  five  or  six  pfcceding  years, 
and  who  had  tlicrel'orc  t:il<cn  no  con- 
spicuous or  decided  part  cither  for  or 
against  the  Constitution  in  its  indpi* 
ency,  became  the  leader,  and  was  fsxt 
many  yean  thereafter  the  orad^  of 
their  party. 

The  FedeiaUsti^  strong  in  the  pos- 
session of  power,  and  in  the  popular- 
ity and  influence  of  their  great  chief,  ^ 
I  AVabhington,  m  oic  early  misled  into 
some  capital  blunders.  Among  tliosa 
was  the  passage  of  tlie  acts  of  Con- 
gress, fiunoos  as  the  Alien  and  Sedi- 
tion laws.  The  aliens,  whom  the 
]>olitical  tempests  then  oonvnking 
Europe  had  drifted  in  laige  nnmbets 
to  our  shores,  were  in  good  part  tur- 
bulent, restle^  adventurers,  of  despe- 
rate fortunes,  who  sought  to  embroil 

a  body  as  Congress.  Two  soversiglltiM  Oaimot 
exist  within  the  same  limits.'' 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Peoosylrnnia  (Jane  SOtii)^ 
"was  tenacious  of  tho  idea  of  preserving^  tho 
State  Govern  men  ts."  But  in  the  next  day's 
debate:  "Tukinp  the  matter  in  tho  more 
general  view,  ho  saw  no  danger  to  the  States 
from  the  General  Government.  On  the  O0Dtra> 
ry,  ho  oonoeived  that,  in  spite  of  every  precau- 
tion, the  General  Government  would  be  iu  per- 
petual danger  of  encroaebments  ftom  ths  mts 
Governments."  And 

Mr.  Madison,  of  Virginia,  "waaof  the  opinion, 
in  the  first  place,  that  there  was  less  danger 
of  encroachment  fh)ra  the  General  Government 
than  from  lIio  Stat<'  'lovernmcnts ;  ami.  in  tho 
second  place,  that  tho  mischiefs  from  the  en- 
croachments would  bo  less  fatal,  if  made  by  the 
former,  than  if  made  l<7  the  littrr"  jlfiirfl'>Wl*l 
Fa]per\  ToL  IL,  pp.  Slii,  903,  921. 
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US  in  tlie  contest  then  devastating 
the  Old  World.  Washington,  and 
the  Federal  magnates  who  surround- 
ed him,  wore  inflexibly  averse  to  this, 
and  baffled  all  attempts  to  involve  us 
in  a  foreign  war.  Tkis  very  natural- 
ly offendied  the  Enropem  lefugees 
mong  xa,  yrbo  looked  annontlj  to 
HbM  oovmtiy  far  mterferenoe  to  zoSs* 
tablish  iham  in  powv  and  ptosperity 
in  their  own.  Hence,  they  generally 
took  the  lead  in  reprobating  and  stig- 
matizing the  negotiation  and  ap- 
proval of  Jay's  treaty*  with  Great 
Britain,  whereby  our  past  diflerences 
and  misunderstandings  with  that 
power  wero  adjusted.  They  were  in 
good  part  poUtidana  and  agitaton 
by  trade,  instinotiTely  lioetile  to  a 
government  so  cold-blooded  and  un- 
impnlsive  as  onn,  and  ardently  de- 
sired a  chancre,  ^Regarding  them  as 
dangerous  and  im])lacable  enemies  to 
the  established  ])oliey  of  non-inter- 
vention, and  to  those  who  upheld  it, 
the  Alien  law  assumed  to  empower 
tiie  Praddent  to  send  ont  of  the 
eonntry  any  foreigner  wiloee  fhrther 
stay  among  ns  should  he  deemed  by 
him  incompatible  with  the  public 
'  safSity  or  tranquillity.  The  Sedition 
law  provided  for  the  prosecnti(m  and 
punishment  of  the  authors  of  false, 
malic  ious,  and  wicked  libels  on  the 
President,  and  others  high  in  author- 
ity. The  facts  that  no  one  ever  was 
sent  away  under  the  Alien  act,  and 
that  tiie  Sedition  law  was  hiirdly 
more  thaa.  the  common  law  of  libel 
api^ied  speclal^lo^thosc  who  should 
Tentore  to  speak  evil  of  dignities, 
proved  rather  the  folly  of  sueh  legis- 
lation than  its  neces>sitv  or  its  atnord- 
ance  with  the  Constitution.  Party 
spirit  and  party  feeling  ran  high.  It 


was  far  easier  to  libel  a  hated  opp<^ 
nent  than  to  refute  his  arguments. 
The  best  newspapers  of  that  day 
would  hardly  maintain  a  comparison, 
either  for  ability  or  decorum,  with 
the  third  class  of  our  time ;  and 
personalities  largely  supplied  the 
place  of  learning  and  logic  Henoe, 
many  proeeontionB  imder  the  Sedition 
law;  some  of  them,  donbtlesB,  ricUy 
deserved ;  but  all  tending  to  exeito 
hostility  to  the  act  and  its  authors.  ^ 
No  other  contributed  half  so  palpa-'  ^ 
bly  to  the  ultimate  overthrow  of  the 
Federal  ascendencv. 

When  John  Adams  became  Presi- 
dent, in  1797,  the  South  had  beoome^ 
the  stronghold  of  the  Opposition.' 
Hr.  Madison  had  dissolyed  hb  earlier 
asaoeiation  with  the  great  body  of  the 
fiamers  of  the  Constitution,  and  be- 
come the  lieutenant  of  Mr.  JeA'crson. 
Kentucky — a  Virginia  colony  and 
offset — was  ardently  and  almost 
unanimouslv  devoted  to  the  ideas 
and  the  fortunes  of  Jeiierson ;  and  he 
was  priyately  solicited  to  draft  the 
mani&sto^  through  which  the  new 
State  beyond  t^  Allegfaanies  pro- 
claimed, in  1798,  her  intense  hostility 
to  Federal  rule.  The  famous  Eeso- 
Intions  of  '98"  were  thus  originated; 
^fr.  Jeflcrson's  authorship,  tliough 
suspected,  was  never  established 
until  he  avowed  it  in  a  letter  more 
than  twenty  years  afterward.  These 
resolutions  are  too  long  to  be  here 
quoted  in  foil,  bnt  the  &st  is  as  Ibl- 
Iowb: 

"  Rennlrcil,  Tlifit  tlio  several  States  com- 
posing the  United  States  of  America  ore  not 
nnited  on  tfie  principle  of  miliinitecl  snbnds- 
pion  to  their  Getioni!  fTovernment,  l  ut  that, 
hy  a  compact  under  the  style  and  title  of  a 
Oonstitation  for  the  Unftod  Statee,  and  of 
ninendmcnfs  flieroto,  tlicy  ronstitntwl  a 
General  Government  for  special  purposes — 
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delegated  to  ttiat  Government  certain  defi- 
nite ivovvers,  reserving,  each  Stnto  to  itself, 
tlie  rtisiduary  uxass  of  rigUt  to  tiitir  own 
Bclf-govurnment ;  and  that  wlieiisooTcr  tlie 
General  Government  a»stimc9  undelegated 
powers,  its  acts  arc  unauthoritative,  void, 
and  of  no  force ;  that  to  this  conjjmct  each  | 
State  acceded  as  a  State,  and  as  oa  integral  | 
party,  its  co-States  fonning,  as  to  itadf,  the  [ 
other  party ;  that  the  Government  created 
by  this  compact  was  not  made  tlie  exclusive 
or  final  judge  of  the  extent  of  the  powers 
dologateJ  to  itself;  since  that  would  have 
wade  its  disuretiou,  and  not  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  measure  of  its  powers;  bnt  that,  as 
in  all  other  cases  of  compact  among  powers 
having  no  common  judge,  each  party  lias  an 
equal  right  to  judge  for  itself,  as  welt  of 
infr.'u  tiona  as  the  mode  and  metaofe  (rf 
redretu).*' 

The  xieaolTW  proceed,  at  great 
length,  to  oofndeiim  not  only  the  Alien 
and  Sedition  laws,  as  utterly  nnoon- 
etitotional  and  void,  bnt  even  the 

act,  recently  passed,  to  punish  frauds 
eommitted  on  tlie  Bank  of  tho  United 
States,  as  well  as  other  acts  and  parts 
of  acts;  and  eonclude  with  a  call  on 
the  other  States  to  unite  with  Ken- 
tucky in  coudeinuing  and  opposing 
all  meh  nsnrpationB  of  power  by  the 
Federal  OoTemment,  and  by  express- 
ing her  nndoubting  eonfidenee 

"That  they  will  concur  with  this  com- 
monwealth in  considering  tlie  said  acts  as  so 
palpably  against  the  Constitution  as  to 
amount  to  an  nndisjruisi'd  declaration  that 
that  oompaot  is  not  ue4Wt  to  tie  the  measure 
of  the  powers  of  the  Generet  GoTemment, 
but  that  it  will  proct  Lil  in  t!io  txcici-^L',  over 
these  States,  of  all  powoni  whatsoever :  that 
thejr  will  view  this  as  seizing  the  rights  of 
the  Statt^s,  an<l  coiisolitlatiiij^  tliom  in  tho 
hands  of  tiie  General  Governtncut.  with  the 
power  ammed  to  bind  the  States  (not 
merely  as  to  tlie  cases  made  foiloral  (manx 
iMerU)^  but)  in  all  cases  \YhaLsocver,  by 
Itwa  made,  n -t  with  their  consent,  but  by 
others  against  their  con««cnt:  th;it  thi-*  would 
be  to  snrreiulcr  tho  form  ot"  governinent  wc 
lunre  chosen,  and  live  under  one  deriving  its 
powers  from  its  own  will,  nn<l  not  from  our 
anthority;  and  that  the  co  States  returning 
to  their  natural  right  in  cases  not  made  fede- 
ral, will  ooncur  in  declaring  these  acts  void 
ind  of  BO  forea,  and  will  each  talce  measures 
of  fta  omi  in  proviffing  that  neither  theaa 

'Eighth  Xmtoa^  BaaolTa. 


aets,  nor  any  others  of  the  Oeneral  OoveM- 

ment,  not  plaiuly  and  intentionally  author* 
ized  by  the  Coustitutioa,  shall  be  exercised 
within  their  respective  territories. 

9th.  Heaolwd,  That  tbe  sud  Oommittee 
l>e  authorized  to  communicate,  by  writing  or 
personal  conferences,  at  any  times  or  places 
whatever,  with  any  person  or  persons  who 
may  be  apixiinted  by  anyone  or  more  oo- 
Slates  to  correspond  or  confer  with  them, 
and  that  they  lay  their  pruceodiugs  bef<MK\ 
the  next  eesdon  of  Aasembly.** 

The  Virginia  resolves  on  tho  samo 
subject,  passed  by  her  Legislature  in 
17yu,  were  drafted  by  Mr.  Madison — 
donbtlees  after  consultation  with  his 
<Aue%  Mr.  Jefiferson — and  did  not 
differ  materially  in  spirit  or  ei^rea- 
sion  ftom  those  of  Kentad^r. 

Mr.  Jefferson  became  President  on 
the  4th  of  Marcli,  1801.  Up  to  this 
hour,  he  had  been  an  extreme  and 
relentless  stickler  for  the  most  rigid 
and  literal  oonBtmetion  of  the  Federal 
pact,  and  for  denying  to  the  Qorem* 
mgxkt  all  anthority  Ibr  whidi  ezpreta 
warrant  could  not  be  fbnnd  in  the 
provisions  of  that  inatrument.  Said 
he':  "In  questions  of  power,  then, 
let  no  more  be  heard  of  confidence  in 
man,  but  bind  him  down  from  mia- 
chief  by  the  cliain:^  of  the  Constitu- 
tion." 

Hia  fidelity  to  his  dedared  princi- 
ple was  soon  snbjected  to  a  searching 
ordeaL  Louisiana  feU  into  the  hands 

of  Bonaparte,  who,  it  was  not  improb- 
able, might  be  induced  to  sell  it.  It 
wa-<  for  us  a  de>ir:dile  acquisition  ; 
l)Ut  where  was  tlie  autin>rity  tor  buy- 
ing it  'i  In  the  Constitution,  there 
clearlv  was  none,  unless  under  that 
very  power  to  provide  for  the  general 
welfiure,  which,  as  he  had  ezpresslj 
declared,  was  meant  hy  the  instru- 
ment ''to  be  Bubsidiaiy  only  to'  the 
ezeoutioii  of  limited  powers."*  fie 

*  Seftntiti  Kentudqr  Beaolvo. 
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ms  quto  too  Uffgd  and  frank  a  man 
to  pretend  thai  Ms  action  in  tinaoafle 
waa  justified  by  the  Constitution,  as 
hb  understood  and  had  aiwaja  inter- 
preted it  fie  said:* 

"This  treaty  mn;*t  of  course  be  laid  before 
both  Uonaes,  beoftuae  both  hare  important 
IbnoHom  to  exorcise  rBtpecting  It  They,  I 
presume,  w  ill  soe  their  duty  to  their  rountry 
in  ratifjioK  paying  for  it,  ao  as  to  secure 
a  good  whldi  would  otherwise  be  probably 
never  again  in  their  power.  But  1  suppose 
they  must  then  appeal  to  the  nation  for  an 
admUoaal  article  to  the  Constitution,  ap- 
provinp  and  eonfinninp  an  act  which  the 
nation  had  not  previou»ly  authorized.  The 
Cunstitution  has  made  no  provision  for  our 
holding  foreign)  tfrritory,  still  less  for  incor- 

Sratin{(  foreign  nuiions  into  our  Union, 
la  Executive,  in  seizinff  the  fugitive  occur- 
rence which  so  much  advanoes  the  good  of 
their  country,  have  done  an  act  beyond  tite 
Constitution.  Tlie  lyeffislature,  in  casting 
behind  them  metapbTMcal  sabtletiea,  and 
nsking  themaelTea  like  ftlthfld  wrrants, 
must  ratify  and  pay  for  it,  and  throw  them- 
•straa  on  their  country  for  doing  for  them 
mrathorited  what  we  know  Vaef  would 
have  done  fortlieinselves  had  they  been  in  a 
ntuation  to  do  it.  it  is  the  case  of  a  guardi- 
an, ImwtKiSng  tba  moa^  of  Ida  ward  la  pnr- 
chaHitifr  an  important  a^)*^^  territory; 
and  saying  to  him,  when  ci  nffe,  'I  did  this 
ibr  yoor  fiood;  I  pratond  to  no  right  to  bind 
yoa;  yon  may  disavow  me,  and  I  must  get 
ant  of  the  scrape  as  I  con.  I  thought  it  my 
dsty  to  risk  myself  for  you.*  But  we  shall 
not  be  disavowed  by  the  nation,  And  their 
act  of  indemnity  will  oonfirm,  and  not 
weaken,  the  Constitution,  by  mwa  ItKin^ 
marking  out  its  lines." 

In  a  letter  to  Wilson  C.  Nicholas,'" 
he  examines  and  thoronghly  refutes 
the  assumption,  suggested  by  Mr.  N., 
that  the  power  to  purcbtise  Louisiana 
•*  might  p<»ssibly  be  distilled  from  the 
ftnthority  given  to  Congreaa  to  admit 
new  Btatea  into  the  Union.''  He 
aaja:  '^Bnt  when  I  consider  that  the 
limiti  of  the  United  Statea  are  pre- 
ciselj  fixed  by  the  treaty  of  1783,  and 
that  the  G>nstitution  expressly  de- 
clares itself  to  be  made  for  the  Uni- 

*Iattor  to  flaMlor  Brnkbridgi^  AagHt  IS, 
ISOi.  »  BtpkmbK  %  1808. 


86^ 

ted  States^  I  cannot  help  believing  the 
intention  was  not  to  permit  Oofagresa 

to  admit  into  the  Union  new  States, 
which  should  be  formed  outside  of 
the  territory  for  which,  and  under 
whoso  autliority  alone,  tliey  were  then 
acting.  I  do  not  believe  it  was  meant 
that  they  mii:;ht  receive  England,  Ire- 
land, Holland,  etc.,  into  it,  which 
woidd  be  the  ease  on  your  oonatroo- 
tion."  After  disposing  in  like  man- 
ner  of  ''the  opinion  of  tiioee  who  eon- 
sider  the  grant  of  the  treaty-making  . 
power  as  boundless,''  and  completiDg 
his  demonstration  that  tliere  was  no 
power  whatever  in  the  Constitution, 
as  lie  construed  it,  to  make  this  pur- 
chase, he,  with  XQore  good  sense  than 
consistency,  concludes :  **I  confess, 
then,  I  think  it  important,  in  the  pres- 
ent ease^  to  set  an  example  against 
broad  oonatraction,  by  appealing  fc^ 
new  power  to  the  people.  If,  how- 
ever, our  friends  shall  think  differ- 
ently, certainly  I  shall  acquiesce  with 
satisfaction  ;  confiding,  that  tlie  good 
sense  of  our  country  will  correct  the 
evil  of  construction  when  it  shall 
prodnee  iU  eflEeets." 

When,  in  1811,  the  Territoiy  of 

Orleans  was  moulded  into  the  State 
of  Loniaiana,  Mr.  Joeiah  Quincy,  a 
young  and  verv  ardent  Federalist  who 
then  represented  tlie  city  of  Boston 
in  the  House,  indulged  in  what  re- 
sembled very  closely  a  menace  of 
contingent  secession ;  and  similar  ful- 
minationa  were  nttered  by  sondry 
New  England  Federalists  under  the 
pressure  of  Mr.  Jefllenson's  Embargo 
and  of  the  War  of  1 81 2.  The  famous 
but  unsavory  Hartford  Convention," 
held  near  the  close  of  that  war,  and 

"  Vat  pMWWiiHngi  of  this  Oonventfoo,  sm 
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by  yrhick  th«  ndn.  <rf  the  Federal 
party  was  completed,  evinced  its  dis- 
content with  mattere  in  general,  but 
espeeiaUj  "with  Democracy  and  the 
"War,  by  a  reBort  to  rhetoric  which 
was  denounced  aa  tending  to  dis- 
iiiiioii.  l)iit  which  does  not  seem  to 
warrant  tlie  iinj)utati()n.  And  when- 
ever the  right  «»f  secession  or  of  milli- 
ficatiun  lias  been  azkierteil,  whether 
directly  or  by  clear  implication,  in 
any  part  of  the  country,  or  by  any 
party  out  of  power,  such  aasertion 
has  called  forth  expressions  of  em- 
phatic rebuke  and  dissent  from  other 
sections"  and  antagonistic  parties. 
Mr.  Wehster,"  in  replying  to  Mr. 
Hayne  of  Srmtli  Carolina  on  this 
subject,  forcibly  said : 

<^  I  anderstood  the|(eDtl«man  to  maiataiii, 
that,  without  reToIvtion,  witbont  eiTfl 

itidti'in,  without  rebellion,  a  remedy  for  sup- 
poiied  ttbuae  and  traiugrewion  oi  the  powers 
of  tlM  Genenl  GoTemmwit  Um  in  a  ^ttveofe 
appeal  to  the  interference  of  the  Stake  Gor- 

erumenta." 
lb,  Hio^e  here  rose  and  and :  **  He  did 

not  con  tend  for  the  huto  ripht  of  revf)lution, 
but  for  the  right  of  cunstitutioiml  resistance.  [ 
What  he  maintained  wa.s  that,  in  case  uf  a  | 
plain.  palpaMt?  violation  of  tlie  Constitution  i 
Dy  the  General  Government,  a  State  may  in- 
terpoDc ;  and  that  this  interpoiition  ia  eoO' 
•iitational.*' 

Mr.  Webster  reinmed : — "So,  Sir,  I  under- 
stood the  gentleman,  and  am  happy  to  tind 
that  I  did  not  misonderstond  him.  What  he 
oootends  for  is,  that  it  is  ooniititationa]  to  in- 
terrupt  the  administration  of  tlio  Constitu- 
tion iteelf^  in  tlie  hands  of  those  who  are 
flhoeen  and  sworn  to  administer  it,  by  the 
direct  interference,  in  ronu  nf  ]u\v,  of  the 
States,  in  virtue  of  their  sovereign  capacity. 
The  inherent  right  of  the  people  to  reform 
thf.'ir  fjovemment,  I  do  not  deny  ;  and  tliey 
have  another  right,  and  that  is,  to  resist  nu- 


'*  The  follo\vint'  e:^tnu  t  is  a  fair  spedmen  of 
the  prerailiog  sealuneat,  at  the  time  of  the  aa- 
sssabUag  of  the  "  Hartford  OonTmtion,"  of  the 
Sooth — including  Sooth  fTftmiline  on  the  snb- 
jeokof  Seoession: 

**TSto  man,  no  assodaibn  of  men,  no  fUiOe  or 
tet  of  States,  has  a  right  to  withdraw  its.  If  from 
this  UuioQ,  nf  its  own  aooount  The  same  power 
tiiat  knit  us  together  oaa  onknit.  The  same 


constttntlonal  Uws,  without  oTertoming  the 

government.  It  is  no  doctrine  of  mine 
that  unconstitutional  laws  bind  the  people. 
The  great  question  is^  'Whose  prerogative  is 
it  to  decide  on  the  con«titutionality  or  nncon- 
Rtitutiouality  of  the  laws?'  On  that,  the 
main  debate  hinges.  The  proposition  that, 
in  case  of  a  supposed  violation  of  the  Consti* 
tution  by  Congrese,  the  States  have  a  consti- 
tutional right  to  interfere  and  annul  tlio  law 
of  Cooffresa,  is  the  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man. I  do  not  admit  it.  If  the  gentleman 
had  intended  no  more  than  to  a.'i.sert  the 
riglit  of  revolution  for  justifiable  cause,  he 
wonid  have  sidd  onljr  what  aU  agree  to.  Bnt 
\  cannot  conceive  that  there  can  be  a  mid- 
dle course  between  submission  to  the  laws, 
when  regularly  pronoonoed  eonatitutional, 
on  the  one  hand,  and  open  resistance,  which 
is  revolution  or  rebellion,  on  tlio  other.  I 
sej,  tlie  ligtA  of  a  State  to  annul  a  law  of 
Congress  cannot  be  maintained,  but  on  the 
ground  of  the  inalieuable  right  of  man  to 
resist  oppression ;  tliat  is  to  say,  uj>on  the 
ground  of  revolution.  I  admit  tiiat  there  is 
an  ultimate  violent  remedy,  above  the  Con> 
stitution  and  in  defiance  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  may  be  resorted  to  when  a  rev- 
olution is  to  be  justified.  Bnt  liomt  adndt 
that,  under  the  Constitution,  and  in  confor- 
mity with  it,  there  is  any  mode  in  wliich 
a  Mate  Oovemmeut,  as  a  member  of  the 
Union,  can  interfere  and  stop  the  jirogresa 
of  the  general  movement,  by  force  of  her 
own  laws,  under  any  cironmstanoee  what> 
ever.  *  *  ♦  Sir,  the  human  mind  is  so  con- 
stituted tiiat  tlie  merits  of  both  sides  of  a 
controversy  a])pear  ver7  clear,  and  tWtf  pal> 
palile,  to  tlmse  who  respectively  espouse 
tiiem  \  and  boUi  sides  usually  grow  clearer 
as  the  controversy  advances.  South  Caro« 
Una  unconstitutionality  in  the  tariff; 
she  »&es  oppression  there  also;  and  she  sees 
danger.  PennsylvanL-i,  with  a  vision  not  less 
sharp,  looks  at  the  same  tarifl^  and  sees  no 
snoh  tiling  m  it ;  she  seee  it  all  oonstitational, 
all  useful,  all  safe.  The  faith  of  South  Car- 
olina is  Btrengtliened  by  opposition,  and  she 
now  not  only  sees,  bnt  f«s»«MS^  that  the  tariff 
is  palpably  unconstitutional,  oppressive,  and 
daugerona ;  but  Pennsylvania,  not  to  be  be- 
hind her  neighbors,  and  equally  willing  to 
strenjrthen  her  own  faith  hy  a  confident  as- 
severation, rewlcea  also,  and  gives  to  every 


formality  which  formed  the  links  of  the  Cnloa 
is  neoessary  to  dissolve  it  The  majority  of  the 
States  which  formed  the  Union  must  cunKont  to 
the  withdrawal  of  any  branch  of  iu  UntU  that 
consent  has  been  obtained,  any  attempt  to  dutok>eVl» 
Union,  or  diatroct  the  efficaq/  of  0$  touw^  i$  TBaA> 
BON — hreaaon  to  all  intents  and  pttrpotet.*' — RiA- 
mond  Knquirw,  Novembt  i  1.  1  si  i. 

"  Debate  on  feot's  resoiuiioos,  Jannary  29^ 
1880. 
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wann  a£Bnnatiye  of  Soath  Oarolma  a  plain, 
downright,  Pennsylvania  negutivo.  Bonth 
Carolina,  to  show  the  strength  and  unity  of 
ber  oiMnion.  brings  hsr  assembly  to  a  una- 
nimity, wTOiin  Sevan  v(4e«8;  Pennsylranla, 
not  to  be  outilone  In  tiiia  respect  any  moro 
titan  in  others,  refhwea  her  dtsaentient  frac- 
tion to  a  single  votek  Kotv,  Sir,  again  I  ask 
tl.L'  pontlcinan,  What  is  to  be  dune?  Are 
Ihese  suites  both  right?  If  not.  which  is  in 
^^Aie  wrong?  or,  ratner,  which  has  the  best 
(  right  to  (lc<"i<lef  Ami  if  ho,  und  if  I,  are  not 
to  know  what  the  Constitution  means,  and 
wbat  it  is,  tin  tbose  two  State  Legislatures, 
and  the  twenty-two  otliers,  shall  agree  in  it^  ' 
construction,  what  have  we  ^worn  to  wlieii 
we  have  sworn  to  nudntsin  it  ?  I  was  forci- 
bly struck,  Sir,  with  one  reflection,  as  the 
gentleman  went  on  in  his  speech.  He 
quoted  Mr.  Madison's  resolutions"  to  prove 
that  a  State  may  interfere,  in  a  case  of 
deliberate,  palpable,  and  dangorons  ezeroise 
of  a  power  not  granted.  The  honorable 
tnember  supposes  the  tariff  law  to  be  such 
an  exiniise  of  power ;  and  that,  eonseqaent* 
ly,  a  Ciine  has  :irisori  in  which  the  f^tate  may, 
if  it  see  fit^  interfere  by  its  own  law.  Now 
'  H  wo  happens,  nevertheless,  that  Mr.  Madi- 
son deeras  this  same  tariff  law  qnitc  oonsti- 
tutional!  Instead  of  a  clear  and  palpable 
Isolation,  it  is,  in  his  judgment,  no  violation 
at  all.  So  thats  while  they  tise  hi:*  authority 
for  a  hypothetical  case,  lliey  reject  it  in  the 
Tery  case  before  thera.  All  this.  Sir,  shows 
the  inherent  futility — I  had  almost  used  a 
stronger  word — of  conceding  this  power  of 
interfevenoe  to  the  States,  and  then  attempt- 
ing  to  secure  it  from  abuse  by  imposing 
^pudifications  of  which  the  States  themselves 
are  to  judge.  One  of  two  things  is  true: 
either  the  laws  of  the  Union  are  bevond  the 
Aeretion  and  b^mid  the  eontrol  of  the 
States;  or  else  we  have  no  ronstitntion  of 
General  GoTemment,  and  are  thrust  baek 
again  to  tiie       of  tiie  OonfSBderation.**>c 

In  Ilia  brief  epeech,  wliicli  closed 
that  debate,  and  finished  the  doetrine 
Nnmfioation,  Mr.  Welwter  Bud : 

'  **8ir,  if  I  were  to  ooneede  to  the  gmtie- 

man  his  princiii.il  proposition,  naniely,  that 
the  (Constitution  is  a  compact  between 
States,  the  question  would  still  be,  What 
provision  is  made  in  this  compact  to  settle 
points  uf  disputed  construction,  or  contested 
power,  that  shall  come  into  controversy? 
And  this  (jucstion  would  still  be  answered, 
and  conclusively  answered,  by  the  Constitu- 
tion itself.  While  the  gentleman  is  contend- 
li^  against  construction,  he  himself  is  set- 
^Hiag  up  the  most  dangerous  and  loose  con- 


stmction.  The  Constitatioik  deolana  tiiai^ 

the  latn  of  Congreta  patted  4n  jmrMfones  «f 

the  Constitution  sfuiU  be  the  supreme  law  of 
tht  Utttd,  No  oonstruction  is  necessaxy 
here.  It  deolares  also,  with  equal  plainneis 
and  precision,  that  the  jroUrial  j^otrer  of  the 
UniUd  atattt  shall  extend  to  every  coat  arit- 
ing  undtr  Ms  lows  of  Congittt,  Thia  needs 
no  construction.  Ilcrc  i-i  u  law,  then,  which 
is  dechired  to  be  supreme;  and  here  is  a 

I»ower  established,  whieh  is  to  interpret  that 
aw.  Now,  Sir,  how  has  the  gentleman  met 
this?  Suppose  the  Constitution  to  be  a 
compact,  yet  here  are  its  terms;  and  how 
does  tlie  gentleman  get  rid  of  them  ?  ITo 
cannot  argue  the  ual  off  the  boiuK  nor  the 
words  out  of  the  instrument.  Here  they 
are;  what  answer  does  he  give  to  themt 
None  in  the  world.  Sir,  except,  that  the 
elFect  of  this  would  be  to  place  the  States  in 
a  condition  of  inferioritj;  and  that  it  resolta 
from  the  very  nature  or  things,  there  being 
no  superior,  that  the  parties  must  be  their 
own  jadgesl  Thus  closeljr  and  cogtttttiy 
does  toe  honorable  gentleman  reascm  on  the 
words  of  tlio  Constitution  !  The  gentleman 
says,  if  there  bo  such  a  power  of  final  deci- 
sion in  the  Gmeral  Government,  he  asks 
for  the  grant  of  that  power.  Well,  Sir,  I 
show  him  the  grant.  I  turn  him  to  the 
very  words.  I  show  Um  that  the  laws  of 
Congress  are  made  supreme;  and  that  the 
Judicial  power  extends,  by  express  words,  to 
the  interpretation  of  these  laws.  Instead  of 
answerin;^'  tliis,  he  retreats  into  the  general 
retieoiion,  that  it  must  resolt /rom  tht  na- 
ture of  things,  that  the  States,  being  pavtieii^ 
must  judge  for  themselves. 

"  I  have  admitted,  that,  if  theOonstitatioii 
were  tcr  be  considered  as  the  creature  of  the 
State  governments,  it  might  be  mudilied,  in- 
terpreted, or  oonftnied  according  to  their 
pleasure.  But,  even  in  that  ca.«»e,  it  would 
oe  necessanr  that  they  should  agree.  One 
alone  oonld  not  interpret  it  oonelntivelj'; 
one  alone  could  not  construe  it ;  one  alone 
could  not  modify  it.  Yet  the  gentleman's 
doetrine  la,  that  Oarolina  alone  may  con- 
stme  and  interpret  that  comitv-t.  which 
equally  binds  all,  and  gives  equal  rights  to 
all 

"  So,  then,  Sir,  even  supposing  the  Con- 
stitution to  be  a  compact  between  the  States, 
the  gentleman's  doctrine,  nevertheless,  is 
not  maintainable ;  because  firsts  the  Generid 
Government  is  not  a  party  to  the  compact, 
but  a  government  established  by  it,  and 
vested  by  it  with  the  powers  of  trying  and 
deciding  doubtftal  qttestlons ;  and,  secondly, 
because,  if  the  Constitution  bo  regarded  as  a 
compact,  not  one  State  only,  but  all  tha 
States,  are  parties  to  tiiat  compact,  and  on* 
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ean  have  no  right  to  fix  i^oii  it  harciWB 
pecuiuu-  coQBtruotion." 


Andrew  Jackson  and  John  C. 
Calhoun — two  of  the  most  ramuiur 
blemen  ewprodiioed  in  thu  or  anj 
other  ooantry — wore  destined  to  lead 
the  rival  Ibroes  by  which  the  Knllifi- 
eation  issue  was  finally  bronght  to  a 
practical  conclusion.  Though  thoy 
became  and  died  tierce  antagonists, 
and  even  bitter  personal  enemies, 
tlieir  respective  characters  and  careers 
exliibited  many  points  of  reaemblunee. 
Each  was  of  that  « Sootck-IriBh*' 
Presbyterian  stock  with  which  Orom- 
well  repeopled  the  north  of  Ireland 
from  Scotland,  alfter  having  all  but 
exterminated  its  original  Celtic  and 
Catholic  inhabitants,  who  resisted 
and  defied  his  authority.  That 
Scotch-Irish  Idood  to  this  day  evinces 
something  of  the  Cronnvcllian  ener- 
gy, courage,  and  Bturdiaess.  Each 
was  of  Berolutionary  Whig  anteee- 
dents— Jackson,  though  bnt  thirteen 
yean  of  age,  having  been  in  arms  for 
the  patriotic  cause  in  1780  ;  his  bro- 
ther Hngh  having  died  in  the  service 
the  preceding  year.  Andrew  (tlien 
but  fourteen),  with  his  brother  Ro- 
bert, was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Brit- 
ish in  1781,  and  wounded  in  the  head 
and  arm  while  a  captive,  lor  refusing 
to  clean  his  c^vtor'a  boots.  His  bro- 
ther was,  for  a  like  oflenae,  knocked 
down  and  disabled.  John  0.  Calr 
houn  was  only  bom  in  the  last  year 
of  the  Revolutionary  War;  but  his 
father,  Patrick  Callioun,  was  an 
ardent  and  active  Wliig  throughout 
the  struggle.  Each  was  early  left 
fathcrlesB — Andrew  Jackson's  father 
having  died  before  his  illustrious  son 


was  bom ;  while  the  father  of  John 
0.  Calhoun  died  when  his  son  was 
still  in  his  early  teens.  Each  was  by 
birth  a  South  Carolinian ;  for,  though 
Qeneral  Jackson's  birth-place  is 
claimed  bjhis  biographers  far  Korth 
Oarolina,  he  expreesly  asserted  Sooth 
Carolina'*  to  be  his  native  State,  in 
the  most  important  and  memorable 
document  to  which  his  name  is 
pended,  and  which  flowcl  not  merely 
from  his  |)en,  but  from  his  lieart. 
Each  was  of  the  oriirinal  Anti- Feder- 
al, strict-construction  school  in  our 
politics — Calhoun's  father  having  ve- 
hemently opposed  the  adoption  of 
the  Federal  Constitntion ;  while  Jack- 
son, entering  Congress  as  the  sole  re- 
presentntive  of  the  newly  admitted 
State  of  Tennessee  (December  5, 
170C),  voted  in  a  minority  of  twelve 
against  the  address  tendering  to  Gen- 
eral Washington,  on  his  retirement 
from  the  Presidency,  a  respectful  ex- 
pression of  the  profound  admiration 
and  gratitude  wherewith  his  whole 
public  career  was  regarded  by  Con- 
gress  and  the  country.  General 
Ja^tkson  was  not  merely  an  extreme 
Rej)ublican  of  the  Jetier.sonian  State- 
Riglits  Scliool  ;  he  was  understood  to 
side  with  Colonel  Ilayne  at  the  time 
of  his  great  debate  on  Nullitication 
with  Mr.  Webster.  Each  entered 
Congress  before  attaining  his  thirti- 
eth year,  having  already  taken  a  eon- 
sjncttous  part  in  public  afiairs.  Each 
was  first  chosen  to  the  House,  but 
served  later  and  longer  in  the  Senate. 
Each  was  a  slaveholder  through  most 
of  his  career,  ahvavs  found  on  the 
Bide  of  Slavery  in  any  controversy 
atlV'Cting  its  claims  or  interests  during 
his  public  life ;  and  neither  cmanci- 


•» "  Foilow^citusen*  of  my  native  Stnfe  /" — 
appealing  to  South  CaroUnians  in  liis  rroclama- 


tion  n?r>infit  tlio  Nullificrs,  Dec.  11,  lfi.32.  Ho 
can  hanUy  huve  been  miatoken  <m  this  head. 
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poted  bis  slaves  hy  liii  vflL  Etcii 
beoame,  for  flie  fint  time^  a  oaadidato 
ftr  I2ie  iVesicteiK^  in  18M,  wfaon 
eadli  eoimted  with  confidence  on  tlie 
powerful  BTipport  of  Pennsylvania. 
When  that  State,  through  her  leading 
politicians,  decided  to  support  Jack- 
son, Callioun  fell  out  of  the  race,  but 
was  made  Yice-President  without 
serious  opposition ;  General  Jackson 
receiving  a  plurality  of  the  eleetoral 
TOtos  for  Fireddent,  hot  fidling  of 
gnooesB  in  the  Honse.  In  1888,  their 
names  were  phioed  on  the  same 
ticket,  and  they  were  triumphantly 
elected  President  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent respectively,  re<'eiving  biore 
than  two-thirds  of  the  electoral  votes, 
including  those  of  every  State  south 
of  the  Potomac.  Tliis  is  the  only 
instance  wherein  the  President  and 
Yke-FMdent  were  both  ehosen  firam 
those  distinctiyely  known  as  Slave 
States ;  tfaonj^  New  York  was  nom- 
inalljand  legally  a  Slave  State  when 
her  Aaron  Burr,  George  Clinton,  and 
Daniel  D.  Tompkins  were  each  choR-n 
Vice-President  with  the  last  three 
Yirijinian  Presidents  respectively. 
Alike  tall  in  stature,  spare  in  frame, 
erect  in  carriage,  anstere  in  movalB, 
hiqierions  in  temper,  of  dauntless 
oonrage,  and  inflexible  will,  Jackson 
and  (Sdhoun  were  each  fitted  by  na> 
tore  to  direct,  to  govern,  and  to 
mould  feebler  men  to  his  ends  ;  but 
they  were  not  fitted  to  coalesce  and 
work  hannoniously  together.  They 
had  lianlly  hetiome  the  accepted 
chiefs  of  the  same  great,  predominant 
party,  before  they  quamlsd;  and 
th^  feud,  never  heslsd,  exerted  a 
signal  and  baneftd  inflnence  on  Ihe 
fiSnro  of  their  conntiy. 

'  The  Protective  Policy,  thongh  its 


eariieBt  eoaqptonoos  ohampion  in  ow 
national  conncils  was  Alexander 
Hamilton,    General  Vashington's 

Secretary  of  the  Treasurj^  came,  at 
a  later  day,  to  be  mainly  championed 
by  Republicans.  The  preat  niei> 
chants  were  leading  Federalists ;  the 
(jrcat  sea-ports  were  mainly  Federal 
stroiif^holds ;  the  seaboard  was  in 
good  part  Federal:  it  yearned  for 
extensive  and  ever«xpanding  cooif 
merce,  and  mistalcenly,  but  naturally, 
regarded  the  fostering  of  Home 
Mannfactnres  as  hostile  to  the  con- 
summation .it  desired.  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son's Embargo  had  borne  with  great 
severity  upon  the  mercantile  class, 
inciting  a  dislike  to  all  manner  of 
commercial  restrictions.  The  inte- 
rior, on  the  other  hand,  was  prepon- 
derantly EepnbUoan,  and  early  oont- 
prehended  the  advantage  of  a  more 
Bymmetrieal  development,  a  wider 
^versification,  of  our  National  Indns- 
tiy,  through  the  legislative  encou- 
ragement of  Home  Manufactures! 
The  Messages  of  all  the  Republican 
Presidents,  down  to  and  including 
General  Jackson,  recognize  and 
affirm  the  wisdom,  beneficence,  and 
constitutionality  of  Protective  legis- 
lation. The  preamble  to  the  first 
tariff  act  passed  by  Gongrsss  mider 
the  Fedenl  Gonstitation  explicitly 
affirms  the  propriety  of  levying  im- 
posts, among  other  ends,  "for  the 
protection  of  Domestic  Manufac- 
tures." Mr.  Jellerson,  in  his  Annual 
Message  of  DercinlH  r  14-,  1800,  after 
announcing  that  there  i^  a  prospect 
of  an  early  surphis  of  Federal  reve- 
ime  over  expenditure,  proceeds  :^ 

"The  question,  therefore,  now  oomM  flw^ 
ward  —  to  what  other  objects  shall  tiiess 
suqilasos  be  appropriated,  and  tlio  whole 
•wpliu  of  impost,  after  the  oatire  diflobarys 
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of  the  public  debt,  and  daring  thoee  int«r- 
▼als  when  tho  purposoa  of  war  shall  not  call 
for  thoin  ?  iihail  we  $uppren  the  impott  and 
give  UuU  adzantoM  i»  /ormgn  ovw  domtttie 
mam^betmmf  On  a  few  articles  of  more 
general  and  necessary  use,  tho  8uiii>ression, 
in  due  seaaon,  will  doubtleas  be  right:  but 
the  great  maM  of  tiie  aitiolee  on  whion  Im- 
post is  paid  is  foreign  luxuries,  purchased  by 
those  unlj  who  are  rich  enough  to  afford 
tiimuMhreatheowof  tiiem.  Adr  patriot- 
ism would  certainly  prefer  its  continuance 
and  application  to  the  great  purposes  of  the 
pnblic  edncation,  roads,  rivers,  oanala,  and 
•noh  other  objeotaof  public  improvement  as 
it  may  be  thought  proper  to  add  tu  the  coti- 
Btitutional  enumeration  of  federal  powers. 
By  these  oporationa,  new  channels  of  com- 
nmnicatioii  will  bo  opened  between  tho 
States;  the  lines  of  separation  will  disap- 
pear ;  their  interests  will  be  identified,  and 
their  Union  cemented  bjnew  and  uidissolu- 
ble  ties." 

Education  is  here  placed  among  tho  arti- 
cles of  pnblie  oare,  not  that  it  woolu  be  pro- 
posed to  take  its  ordinary  bnmohea  out  of 
the  hands  of  private  enterprise,  which  man- 
age* 10  mnon  better  all  the  concerns  to 
which  it  is  oqnal ;  but  a  pnblic  institution 
can  alone  supply  those  sciences  which, 
thongh  rarely  called  for,  are  yet  necessary 
to  com  [lit  te  the  circle,  nil  the  parts  of  which 
contribute  to  the  improvement  of  the  coun- 
try, and  some  of  them  to  its  preservation. 
The  subject  is  now  proposed  for  the  consid- 
eration of  Congress,  because,  if  approved,  by 
tho  time  the  State  Legldttores  shall  have 
deliberated  on  this  extension  of  the  federal 
trusts,  and  the  laws  shall  bo  passed,  uid 
other  arrangements  made  for  their  execu- 
ti<»,  the  neoessarj  funds  will  be  on  hand 
and  without  employment.  I  suppose  an 
amendniciit  to  tho  Constitution,  hy  consent 
of  tlie  States,  necessary,  because  the  oi^ects 
now  recommended  are  not  amon^  those  enn-  . 
monitcd  in  tho  Constitution,  and  to  wliich  ' 
it  permits  tho  pnblic  iiionevH  to  bo  applied.''  , 

Mr.  Jellensoii,  it  will  bo  seen,  sug- 
gests an  amcndiucut  to  the  Constitu- 
tion) to  give  Oongtees  power  to  raise 
and  appropriate  money  to  the  great 
pnrpoBea  of  edncation,  roads,  riveiB, 
TSanals,"  etc ;  but  he  betrays  no  bus- 
jneion  that  the  incidental  Protec- 
tion then  confessedly  enjoyed  by  our 
Home  Manufactures  was  given  in 
defiance  of  "the  Constittition  as  it 
is."  On  the  contrary,  an  enlarge- 
ment of  federal  power  was  suggested 


by  him  with  reference  to  n«<7  object^ 
not  to  those  already  provided  for. 
Had  thefte  required  sucli  enlargement, 
the  duties  should  have  been  repealed 
or  reduced  at  once,  to  be  reim- 
posed  whenever  Oongress  should  be 
doihed  with  the  leqoisite  oonatitn- 
tional  power. 

HEiotr  Clat  entered  Gongrett 
under  Jefferson,  in  1806,  and  was 
an  earnest,  tliorough,  eiiliijhtened 
Protectionist  from  the  start.  Mr. 
Calhoun  lir^t  took  his  seat  in  1811, 
when  the  question  of  war  with  Great 
Britain  dwarfed  all  others;  and  his 
zealous  efforts,  together  with  thoee 
of  Clay,  Fdix  G^ndy,  and  other 
ardent  young  Bepubli^s,  finally 
overbore  the  reluctance  of  Madison 
and  his  more  sedate  councilors,  and 
secured  a  Declaration  of  "War  on  tho 
18th  of  June,  18P2.  At  the  close  of 
that  war,  a  revision  of  tlio  c.\i>1ing 
Tariff  was  imperatively  required ; 
and  no  man  did  more  than  John  O. 
Galhoim — then,  Ibr  his  last  tenn,  a 
leading  member  of  the  House— to 
secure  the  efficient  Protection  of 
Home  Manufacture^^,  but  especially 
of  the  Cotton  Manufacture,  by  the 
Tariff  of  1816;  which  ^Massachusetts, 
and  most  of  New  Engiaiid,  0]>po>ed, 
precisely  because  it  icas  Protective, 
and  therefore,  iu  the  short-sighted 
view,  hostile  to  the  interesto  of  Com- 
merce and  Kavigation.  Internal  Im- 
provements, and  all  other'  features  of 
what  was  termed  the  National  in 
contradistinction  to  the  Hadical  or 
strict-constniction  theory  of  the  na- 
ture and  functions  of  our  IVderal 
Government,  found  in  Mr.  Calhoun 
and  his  personal  adherents  their 
most  thorough-going  champions :  and 

South  Cardiim  was,  about  1820,  the 
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anna  of  a  stairing  conflict  between 

her  **  National"  school  of  politicians, 
headed  by  Calhonn  and  McDuffie, 
and  the  "  Radicals,"  whose  chief  ^vas 
William  II.  Cnnvf^ird,  of  Georgia. 
Repeated  duels  between  Mr.  McDufBe 
and  Colonel  WilliamCuiningjof  Geor- 
gia, in  one  of  which  McDuffie  was  se- 
-verely  wounded,  were  among  the  in- 
cidents of  thiB  oontrorenj.  Yet  hat 
few  yean  elapeed  before  H r.  Calhonn 
and  his  trusty  henchman,  McDuf- 
fie, appeared  in  the  novel  character 
of  champions  of  "  State  Rights,"  and 
Telentle>s  antni^onists  of  Protection, 
and  all  the  "National"  projects  they 
had  hitherto  si^jpui  ted !  Mr.  Calhoun 
attempted,  some  years  afterward,  to 
leconeile  ibis  flagrant  inconsistency ; 
hat  it  was  like'^  arguing  the  seal  off 
the  band" — a  feat  to  which  the  sub- 
tlest powers  of  casiustry  are  utterly 
inadequate.  He  did  prove,  howev- 
er, that  his  change  did  not  follow, 
but  preceded,  his  quarrel  with  Gen- 
eral Jackson — his  original,  though 
then  unacknowledged,  demonstration 
againstProtection  as  unconstitutional, 
and  in  &TOfr  of  MnlTification  as  a  re- 
asrved  ii^t  of  eadi  State,  having 
been  embodied  in  an  elaborate  docu- 
ment known  as  "  The  South  Carolina 
Exposition,"  adopted  and  put  forth 
by  the  Legislature  of  his  State  near 
the  close  of  1828.  The  doctrines 
therein  affirmed  were  those  propound- 
ed by  Hayne  and  refuted  by  Webster 
ia.  the  great  debate  akeady  noticed. 

The  Tariff  of  18S8— the  highest 
jmd  most  protectiTe  CTer  adopted  in 
this  eonntry — was  passed  by  a  Jack- 
son Congress,  of  which  Van  Buren, 
Silas  "Wright,  and  the  Jacksonian 
leaders  in  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio, 
were  master-spirita.   It  was  opposed 


by  most  of  the  members  from  the  Cot- 
ton States,  and  by  a  mijorily  of  those 

from  New  England — some  provisions 
j  having  been  engrafted  upon  it  with  the 
j  alleged  purpose  and  the  certain  effect 
of  makinj;  it  obnt^)xiou5  to  Mafe.sachu- 
setts  and  the  States  which,  on  either 
side,  adjoined  her.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  members  tram  the  Middle 
and  Western  Free  States,  without 
distinction  of  party,  supported  it  al- 
most  unanimously.  This  Tariff  im- 
posed high  duties  on  Iron,  Lead, 
Hemp,  Wool,  and  other  bulky  sta- 
])le8,  and  was  very  generally  popular. 
Ilnder  it,  the  industry  of  the  Free 
States,  regarded  as  a  whole,  was 
more  productive,  more  prosperous, 
better  rewarded,  than  ever  befbre, 
and  the  conntiy  ekhibited  a  rajnd 
growth  in  wealth,  intelligence,  and 
general  comfort. 

The  South — tiiat  is,  the  cotton- 
growing  region  —  for  Louisiana, 
through  her  sugar-planting  interest, 
sustained  the  Protective  policy,  and 
shared  in  the  prosperity  thence  result- 
ing—now -vehemently  opposed  the 
Tariff,  deelsring  henelf  thereby 
plundered  and  impoTerished.  There 
is  no  evidence  that  her  condition  was 
less  favorable,  her  people  lesiS  com- 
fortable, than  they  had  been  ;  hut 
the  contrast  between  the  thrift,  pro- 
gress, and  activity  of  the  Free  States, 
and  the  stagnation,  the  inertia,  the 
poverty,  of  the  cotton  region,  was 
very  striking.  And,  as  the  Soath 
was  gradual^  unlearning  her  Rero- 
Intionaiy  principles,  and  adopting 
instead  the  dogma  that  Slavery  is 
essentially  right  and  beneficent,  she 
could  not  now  be  induced  to  appre- 
'  hend,  nor  even  to  consider,  the  real 
I  cause  of  her  com]iarative  wretched- 
I  ness^  though  she  was  more  than  once 
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Idndly  and  delicately  reminded  of  it. 
Mr.  Gtooige  M.  Dallas,"  of  Pennsyl- 
vania— a  life-long  Democrat  and 
anti-Abolitionist,  cautious,  conserva- 
tive, conciliatory — replying  to  one  of 
Mr.  Ilayiie's  eloquent  and  high- 
wrougiit  portrayals  of  tlie  miserable 
■Itto  to  yAaxHk  liie  South  and  liar  in- 
dnstiy  had  been  reduced  by  the  Fro- 
ieotive  policy,  fotdbly  and  tmthfiiUj 
Mid: 

'*  What,  Sir,  it  the  canM  of  Sontbem  dis- 
tress? Has  anx  gantkoian  yetyentored  to 
desiKQ-ite  it?    I  am  neither  willing  nor 

cninpc'tt  iit  to  flatter.  To  praise  the  honora- 
ble t^enatur  from  South  Carolina  woold  be 
'To  mid  perfume  to  tlio  violet- 
Wasteful  and  ridiculous  eJBpaM,' 
But.  if  he  has  fulled  to  discover  the  source 
cf  the  evils  he  deplores,  who  can  unfold  it? 
Aniid  the  warm  and  indiscriniinatin^  denun- 
ciations with  which  he  has  a88aUe4  tlie 
policy  of  protecting  domestic  manufactures 
and  native  protluco,  he  frankly  avows  that 
he  would  not  ^deny  that  there  are  other 
eaneee,  berides  the  Tariff,  whleh  have  oon- 
tri!  tit<  (1  to  produce  the  e\nl8  which  he  has 
depicted.'  What  are  those  *  other  causes  V 
In  what  proportion  hare  they  aotedf  How 
much  of  this  dark  shndowinp  is  af*crihaMe  to 
each  singly,  and  to  all  in  combination  ? 
Would  the  Tariff  be  at  all  fdt  or  deoovnced. 
If  those  other  causes  were  not  in  ojx-ratioii  ? 
Would  not,  in  fact, its  influence,  its  discTinii- 
nations,  its  ineqaalitict.  its  oppressions,  but 
for  those  'other  causes,"  be  sliakcn,  by  the 
elasticity,  energy,  un<l  exhaiKstlcsti  spirit  of 
tbi  8outh,  as  'dew-drops  from  the  lion^s 
maoar  These  inquiries  must  be  satisfac- 
torily answered  before  we  can  be  justly 
reauirod  to  legislate  away  an  entire  system. 
If  It  be  the  root  of  all  evil,  let  it  be  exposed 
and  demolished.  If  its  poisonons  exhalations 
be  but  partial,  let  us  iire>er\  o  siu  li  ]»ortioiis 
as  are  innoxious.  If,  as  the  luminary  of 
di^,  it  be  pure  and  salutary  in  itself,  let  ns  { 
not  wish  it  extinguished,  because  of  the  i 
shadows,  clouds,  and  darkness,  which  ob- 
aonre  ite  Imi^tiieas,  or  impede  tie  vhrifying 
power. 

"  That  '  other  causes'  still,  Mr.  President, 
for  Southern  distaress,  do  exist,  cannot  bo 

doubted.  They  combine  with  the  one  I 
have  indicated,  and  are  equally  unconnected 
with  the  manufacturing  policy.    One  of 

thf^ec  it  is  pcctiliiirly  painful  to  advert  to; 
and  when  I  nicntioa  ii,  I  beg  honorable 


Senators  not  to  suppose  that  T  it  5n  the 
spirit  of  taunt,  of  reproach,  or  of  idle  de- 
clamation. Regarding  it  as  a  misfortune 
merely,  not  as  a  fault — as  a  disease  inherited, 
not  incurred — perhaps  to  be  alleviated,  bat 
not  eradicated-*!  should  feel  s«tf-«ondemnad 
were  I  to  treat  it  other  than  as  an  existing 
fact,  whose  merit  or  demerit,  apart  from  the 
qaeetioin  under  debate,  is  sliielded  from 
commentary  by  the  highest  and  most  just 
considerations.  I  refer,  Sir,  to  tiie  character 
of  SoQtham  labor,  in  itself,  and  in  its  in- 
flnenoe  on  others.  Incapable  of  adaptstion 
to  the  ever-varying  changes  of  human  socie- 
ty and  existence,  it  retains  tlie  eornnumities 
in  which  it  is  established,  in  a  condition  of 
apparent  and  comparative  inertneaa  The 
lijrhts  of  Science  and  the  improvoinents  of 
Art,  which  vivity  and  aooelerate  elsewhere, 
cannot  penetrate,  or  if  tiiey  do,  penetrate 
with  dilatory  inefficiency,  ainonf?  its  opera- 
tives. They  are  not  merely  instinctive  and 
paniTe.  While  the  inteUecSnal  industry  of 
other  parts  of  this  country  springs  elastically 
forward  at  every  fresh  impulse,  and  manu^ 
labor  is  prop^ad  and  redoubled  hyoonnt- 
less  inventions,  macliinc?,  and  contrivances, 
instantly  understood  and  at  once  exercised, 
the  South  remains  stationary,  inaccessible  to 
such  encouraging  and  inviporatincr  aids. 
Nor  is  it  possible  to  be  wholly  ItUnd  to  tho 
moral  eflfect  of  this  apeciea  of  labor  upon 
those  freemen  among  whom  it  exists.  A 
disrelish  for  hnmble  and  hardy  occupation ; 
a  pride  adverse  to  drudgery  and  toil ;  a 
dread  that  to  partake  in  the  employments 
allotted  to  eolor  may  be  aoeompanied  also 
by  its  degradation,  are  natural  and  inevita- 
ble. The  Idgh  and  lofty  qualities  which,  ia 
other  soenes  and  for  other  purposes,  oharao- 
terize  and  adorn  our  Southern  brethren,  are 
fatal  to  the  endurinj^  patience,  tiie  corporal 
exertion,  and  the  painstaking  simplicity,  by 
which  only  a  successful  yeomanry  can  be 
formed.  When,  in  fact,  Sir.  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  asserts  tliat '  Slaves  are 
too  improvident,  tnn  incapable  of  tliat  mi- 
nute, constant,  delicate  attention,  and  that 
persevering  industry  which  are  essential  to 
manufacturiniT  establishments,'  ho  himself 
admits  tho  detect  in  Southern  labor,  by 
which  the  progress  of  his  favorite  section 
must  be  retarded.  He  admits  an  inability 
to  keep  pace  with  the  rest  of  the  world.  He 
admits  an  inherent  weakness;  a  weakness 
neither  engendered  nor  aggravated  by  the 
Tariff—which,  as  societies  ore  now  consd- 
tuted  and  directe<l,  must  drag  in  tho  rear, 
and  be  distanced  iu  the  oonunon  raoe." 

South  Carolina  did  not  heed  these 
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fwfle  adnwrnitifliim  The  ooiKViBtSons 
of  W  leadfaig  mea  vera,  donbtteis^ 
Fh>-SUkve]7  and  Anti-Tariff;  but 
Ibeir  aspirations  and  ezasperations 

13cewi&e  tended  to  confirm  them  in 
the  course  on  wliich  they  had  resolved 
and  entered.  (General  Jackson  aiid 
Mr.  Calhoun  had  become  estranged 
and  hostile  not  long  alter  their  joint 

>|(k^j(|^    Mr.  OalhouL's  aan- 
^of  raoeeeding  to  the 

icy  had  been  blasted.  Mr. 
V  an  Buren  supplanted  him  as  Yice- 
President  in  1832,  sharing  in  Jack- 
son's second  and  most  decided 
triumpli.  And,  though  the  Tariff  of 
1S2S  liad  been  essentially  modified 
during  the  preceding  session  of  Con- 
gteesy  South  OaroUna  proceeded,  di- 
reetlj  after  throwing  awaj  her  vote 
in  the  election  of  1882,  to  call  a  Con- 
vention of  her  people^  which  met  at 
her  Capitol  on  the  19th  of  KoTem- 
ber.  That  Convention  was  composed 
of  her  leading  ymliticians  of  the  Cal- 
houn school,  with  tlie  heads  of  her 
great  families,  fonning  a  respectable 
and  dignified  assemblage.  The  net 
msult  of  its  labors  was  an  Ordinance 
of  KnlHficstion,  drafted  bj  a  grand 
Oommittee  of  twenty-one,  and  adopt- 
ed with  entire  unanimity.  By  its 
terms,  the  existing  Tariff  was  form- 
ally pronounced  "null,  void,  and  no 
law,  nor  binding  on  this  State,  its 
ofliccrs,  or  citizens,"  and  the  duties 
on  im]>orts  ini])osed  by  that  law  were 
forbidden  to  be  paid  witiiiu  the  State 
of  Sonth  Carolina  after  the  Irt  day 
of  February  ensuing.  The  Ordinance 
an  act  of  the  Legisla- 
iillHQring  the  Tariff  as  afore- 
said ;  and  prescribed  that  no  appeal 
to  the  Supremo  Cf)nrt  of  tlio  TTnited 


States  against  the  yaUditj  of  said 
act  should  be  permitted ;  no  copy  of 
the  proceedings  should  be  taken  for 
the  purpose  of  making  such  appeal ; 
and  any  attempt  to  api>eal  to  the  Ju- 
diciary of  the  United  States  from  aiiy 
decision  of  a  State  court  aftinuing  and 
u])ho](iing  this  Ordinance,  should  be 
"  dealt  with  as  for  a  contempt  of  the 
oouzf  thus  upholding  and  affinning. 
Eroy  office-holder  of  the  State,  and 
**  eveiy  juror"  was  required  eiq[»resBl7 
to  swear  to  obej  this  Ordinance,  and 
all  legislative  acts  based  tliereon. 
Should  the  Federal  Government  nn-  , 
dertake  to  enforce  the  law  thus  nulli- 
fied, or  in  any  manner  to  harass  or 
obstruct  the  foreign  commerce  of  the 
State,  South  Carolina  should  there- 
upon consider  herself  no  longer  a 
member  of  the  Federal  Union : 

"Tlio  people  of  this  State  will  thencefortt 
hold  tliciuHtilvos  nbaolved  from  all  further  v 
obligation  to  maiutiiin  or  preserve  tlioir  poli- 
tical connection  with  tlie  people  of  the  otheF 
States,  and  will  forthwith  prcK-eed  to  organ- 
ize A  separate  govemment,  and  du  all  otlier 
acts  and  things  which  soyereiga  and  Inde- 
pendent Stotea  may  of  right  do." 

Thus  was  I^ullification"  embodied 
in  an  Ordinance  pvparatoij  to  its 
reduction  to  practice.  The  Legisla- 
ture, in  which  the  Nullifiers  were  an 
overwhelminp;  majority,  elected  Mr. 
AVe])st('r  .s  luckless  antagonist,  Robert 
Y.  liayne,  Governor  of  the  State ; 
and  the  Governor,  in  liis  Message, 
thoroughly  indorsed  the  action  of  tho 
nullifying  Couventiony  whereof  he 
had  been  a  member. 

I  recognize,"  said  he,  "no  alleiHanee  as 

paramount  to  that  which  the  citizens  of 
South  Carolina  owe  to  the  State  of  their 
birth  or  their  adoption.  I  here  publiclj 
dcrlare.  and  Avi^h  it  to  bo  distinctly  under- 
stood, tltat  I  shall  hold  myself  bound,  by  the 
highest  of  all  obtigationa,  to  carry  into 
effect,  not  only  tlie  Ordinance  of  the  Con- 
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▼ention,  but  every  act  of  the  L^p«lature, 
tod  every  judgment  of  our  own  coarta,  the 
enforcement  of  which  may  devolve  upon  tlie 
executive.  I  claim  no  right  to  revise  their 
•cts.  It  will  bo  mj  daty  to  execute  them ; 
and  that  duty  I  mean,  to  the  atuuMt  of  m/ 
power,  faithfully  to  pcrfonn." 

He  proceeded : 

**  If  the  saered  soil  of  Osrolinft  shoald  be 

pbllntod  liy  the  footsteps  of  an  inviidiT,  or 
be  stttiued  with  the  blood  of  her  citizens, 
thed  in  her  defense,  I  trust  ht  Almifhty  Go<l 
that  no  son  of  hers,  native  or  nd<)i)ted,  who 
bus  been  nourished  at  her  bosom,  or  been 
cherished  by  her  bounty,  will  be  (bond  nus- 
ing  a  parricidal  arm  against  our  common 
mother.  And  even  should  she  stand  alonk 
in  this  great  struggle  for  eonstitotional 
liberty,  encompassed  by  her  enemies,  that 
there  will  not  be  found,  in  the  wide  limits 
of  the  t>tate,  one  rcereant  son  who  will  not 
fljr  to  the  resoue,  and  be  readj  to  lay  down 
his  life  in  her  dmnse.  Sonth  Oarolina  can- 
not be  drawn  down  from  the  proud  erai- 
nenoe  on  which  she  has  now  plaoed  herself, 
except  by  the  hands  of  her  own  ohildren. 
Give  her  but  a  fair  field,  and  she  asks  no 
more^  Should  she  saoceed,  hers  will  be 
glorr  enough  to  have  led  the  way  fai  the 
noble  work  of  reform.  And  if,  after  mak- 
ing these  etforts  due  to  her  own  honor,  and 
tlie  greatness  of  the  cause,  she  is  destined 
ntteriyto  fail,  the  bitter  fruits  of  that  failure, 
not  to  herself  alone,  but  to  the  entire  Sonth, 
nay,  to  the  whole  Union,  will  attest  her  Tir- 
tne." 

The  Legislature  proceeded  to  pass 
the  actB  requisite  to  give  practical 
effect  to  the  Onliiiance,  and  the  (tov- 
ernor  to  accept  the  servicea  of  vuhm- 
teen,  who  were  not  mustered  into 
BeirioOy  but  directed  to  hold  tbeui- 
aelTes  in  leadineae  for  action  at  & 
moment's  notice.  Mr.  Oalhonn  re- 
signed the  Vice-Presidency  when  he 
had  tlireo  months  still  to  serve,  and 
was  cliosen  to  the  Senate  to  fill  the 
Beat  vacated  by  Mr.  Hayne's  accept- 
ance of  the  governorship.  Leaving 
his  State  foaming  and  surgiug  with 
preparations  for  war,  Ifr.  Galhomi, 
in  December,  calmlj  proceeded  to 
Washington,  where  he  tooik  his  seat 
in  the  Senate^  and  swore  alresh  to 


maintain  the  Constitution,  as  if  un- 
conscious of  the  tempest  he  had  ex- 
cited, and  which  was  now  preparing 
to  burst  upon  his  head. 

General  Jackson  had  alreadj" 
made  prorision  for  the  threatened 
emeigency.  Ordering  Greneral  Scott 
to  proceed  to  Charleston  for  the  pur- 
pose of  "  superintending  the  safely 
of  the  ports  of  the  United  States  in 
tliat  vicinity,''  and  making  tlio  requi- 
site diBpo.sit  ion  of  tlie  slender  military 
and  naval  forces  at  his  command,  the 
Pzesident  sent  oonfidential  orders  to 
the  Collector  for  the  port  of  Charlee- 
ton,  whereof  the  following  eztnwt 
sufficient  indicates  the  '^fn^inr 
and  purpose : 

"Upon  the  supposition  that  thomeasnresof 
the  Convention,  or  the  acts  of  the  lAJjiislature 
may  consist,  in  part,  at  least,  in  declaring 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  imposing 
duties  unconstitutional,  and  null  and  void, 
and  in  forbidding  their  execution,  and  the 
collection  of  the  duties  within  the  State  of 
South  Oarolina,  you  will,  immediately  after 
it  shall  be  formally  announced,  resort  to  all 
the  meiuis  provided  b/  tiie  laws,  and  partic- 
nlarly  by  the  act  of  the  8d  of  March,  1799, 
to  couiitiTiK-t  the  measnres  which  may  be 
adopted  to  give  effect  to  that  declaration. 

*'For  thu  purpose,  yon  will  consider 
yourself  authorized  to  emjiloy  the  revenue 
cutters  which  may  be  within  jroor  district, 
and  provide  as  many  boata  and  emploj-  as 
many  insportors  as  may  bo  ti"'  -.4;  y  for  the 
execution  of  the  law,  and  for  the  purposes 
<rf  the  act  already  referrtnl  to.  You  will, 
moreover,  cause  n  sufficient  number  of  offi- 
cers of  cutters  and  inspectors  to  bo  placed 
on  board,  and  in  charge  of  every  vessel 
arriving  fipom  a  foreign  port  or  place,  with 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  as  soon  as 
practicable  after  her  first  coming  within 
yoor  district,  and  direct  them  to  anchor  her 
in  some  safe  place  within  the  harbor,  where 
slio  may  be  secure  from  any  act  of  violence, 
and  from  any  unauthorized  attempt  to  dis- 
charge her  cargo  hvkn  a  compltonoe  with 
the  ]:nvs  ;  and  they  will  roniain  on  board  of 
her  at  sik  h  place  uutil  the  reports  and  en- 
tries required  bjr  law  shall  be  made,  both  jgf 
vessel  and  carpo.  and  the  dnties  p;iid,  or 
secured  to  be  paid,  to  your  satisfaction,  and 
nntil  the  regnur  pennit  shall  be  granted  for 
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landing  the  <uu!gD;  and  it  will  be  joor  doi^,  i 
against  any  foreible  attempt,  to  retain  and 
defeml  the  custody  of  tlio  hjiuI  vessel,  by  tlie 
aid  of  the  oflioera  of  the  oaatomsi  in^peotora, 
•ad  offloera  of  the  enttera,  nntll  the  reqnM- 
tioii-»  of  the  law  shall  be  fully  complied  with; 
and,  in  case  of  anjr  attempt  to  remove  her 
OF  her  ctctffo  fixnn  the  custody  of  the  offloera 
of  the  ciistoiiirt,  by  the  form  of  leijal  process 
from  Stute  tribunals,  you  will  not  yield  the 
OQslodjr  to  aneh  attempt,  but  will  consult 
the  law  officer  of  the  district,  and  employ 
snch  means  as,  under  the  particular  c  irouui-  j 
ataneea,  yon  may  legally  do,  to  resist  such 
proceft<>.  nud  prevent  the  removal  of  the 
veiMtel  and  car;?o. 

"Should  the  entry  of  such  vessel  and 
cargo  not  be  completed,  amd  tlie  datio.  paid, 
or  seen  red  to  be  paid,  by  bond  in^  Dondd, 
with  Hureties  to  your  satisfaction,  witiiin  the 
time  limited  by  law,  yon  will,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time,  talte  poaseaaton  of  the  car^ 
go,  and  land  and  store  the  same  nt  Castle 
I^nokney,  or  some  other  safe  place,  and,  in 
doe  time,  if  tiM  duties  are  not  paid,  eell  the 
same.  .ii"(  <trdin{r  to  the  direciion  of  the  60th 
aection  of  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1790 ; 
•ad  y<Ni  an  anthorlaed  to  provide  inch 
atoreeaa  may  beaeeaasary  ibr  Omt  parpose." 

The  oontnut  behreen  the  spirit 
evinced  in  these  iBstrnotions^  and 
that  exhibited  hj  General  JacikBon'g 
tnocessor,  on  the  occurrence  of  a  simi- 
lar outbreak  at  Charleston  twonty- 
eight  yeurr;  lator,  i-^  very  striking. 

Conirress  reconvened  on  tlie  3d  of 
December;  but  the  Prefiident's  Mes-  | 
sage,  delivered  on  the  following  day, 
made  no  alliifl^  to  the  Impending 
peril  of  civil  eonynLdoa  and  var. 
One  week  later,  however,  tiie  country 
was  dectrified  by  tho  appearance  of 
the  famous  Proclamation,  wherein 
the  President's  stern  resolve  to  orn<h 
Nullitication  as  Treason  was  liilly 
manifested.  And,  tliongli  this  docu- 
ment received  its  linal  fashion  and 
polish  from  the  pen  of  the  able  and 
eminent  Edward  livingston,  who 
then  worthily  filled  the  poet  of  Secre- 
tuy  of  State,  it  is  abmMknily  estab- 
lished'* thatihe  original  draft  waa  the 


!  President's  o\m,  and  that  he  insisted 
throughout  on  expressing  and  enforc- 
ing his  own  sentiments  and  convic- 
tions. The  langujige  may  in  part  be 
Livingston's;  the  positions  and  the 
principles  are  wholly  Jaekson'a;  and 
theur  condemnation  of  the  CaOionn 
or  South  Carolina  theory  of  the 
nature,  genius,  and  limitations  of  our 
Federal  pact,  are  as  decided  and 
sweeping  as  any  ever  propounded  by 
Hamilton,  by  Marshall,  or  by  Web- 
ster himself 

Atler  reciting  the  purport  and 
eifect  of  the  South  Carolina  Ordi- 
nance^ General  Jackson  proceeds: 

"The  Ordinance  is  founded,  not  on  the 
indefeasible  right  of  resisting  acta  which  ar* 
plainly  unconstitutional  and  too  oppressive 
to  be  endnreil ;  but  on  tho  strange  position 
that  any  one  State  ni.iy  not  only  declare  an 
act  of  Congress  void,  bat  prohibit  its  execu- 
tion; that  they  may  do  tfils  consistently 
with  tho  Cuiistitution ;  that  tlio  true  con- 
BtnictioD  6lL  that  instrument  permits  a  btate 
to  retain  its  place  in  the  Union,  ami  yet  be 
bound  by  no  otlior  of  its  luws  than  tliose  it 
may  choose  to  consider  as  constitutional  I 
It  is  trae,  they  add  that,  to  justify  this  abro- 
gation of  a  law,  it  must  b«  palpably  con- 
trary to  the  Constitution ;  but  it  is  evident 
tliat^  to  ««ve  the  right  of  resisting  lawa  of 
that  description,  coupled  with  the  nncon- 
j  trolle<l  riifht  to  decide  wlmt  laws  deserve 
tbat  character,  is  to  give  the  power  of  resist- 
ing all  laws.  For,  as,  by  this  theory,  there 
ie  no  appeal,  the  reasons  alleged  by  the 
State,  good  or  bad.  must  prevail.  If  it  sliould 
be  said  that  pahlio  opinion  is  a  snthcient 
check  against  the  abuse  of  this  power,  it 
may  be  asked  why  it  is  not  deemed  a  suffi- 
cient guard  against  tlio  passage  of  an  uncon- 
stitatlona]  act  by  Oongresa.  There  ia,  tiow- 
over,  a  restraint  in  this  last  case,  which 
makes  the  os&umed  power  of  ii  Slate  more 
indefensible,  and  wliichdocs  not  exist  in  the 
other.  There  are  two  appeals  from  an  un- 
ci )nstitntionaI  act  passed  by  Congress — one 
to  the  Judiciary,  the  other  to  tlio  people  and 
tho  States.  There  is  no  appeal  from  the 
State  decision  in  theory,  ond  the  practical 
illustration  ^lowa  tbat  tho  courts  are  closed 
against  an  application  to  review  it,  both 
judges  and  jurors  being  sw<nii  to  decide  In 
its  fjSTor.  Bat  raaaoning  on  this  subject  is 


*•  See  Faiion'a  lifo  of  Jackson,  pp.  4664. 
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tnporihioat  wben  onr  sociaI  compact  in  ex-  i 
cress  terms  declares  that  the  laws  of  tho 
United  States,  its  Constitution,  and  the  trea- 
ties made  under  it,  are  the  supreme  law  of 
tlio  land  ;  and,  for  greater  caution,  adds, 
'that  the  judges  in  every  State  shall  be 
bomd  thereby,  anything  in  the  constitution 
or  l:i\vs  of  any  State  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding.' And  it  maj  be  awerted, 
without  fear  of  refhtatton,  that  no  fMerative 
government  could  exist  without  a  similar 
provision.  Look,  for  a  moment,  to  the  con- 
•eqneneea.  If  Sooth  Oarolina  eonsidera  the 
revenue  laws  unconatitutional,  and  has  a 
right  to  prtvent  their  execution  in  the  port 
of  Charleston,  there  would  be  a  clear  oon- 
atitutional  oIiJcMion  to  their  eolKction  in 
•Very  other  port,  and  no  revenue  couUl  he 
collected  anywhere;  iSor  all  impeete  must  bo 
eqnal.  It  is  no  answer  to  repeat,  tliat  aa 
unconstitutional  law  is  no  law,  so  long  as 
the  question  of  le;;ality  is  to  be  decided  by 
the  State  itself,  for  every  law,  operating 
ii^ttriottslf  upon  any  local  intcre!*t,  will  be 
perhaps  tht>ufflit,  and  certainly  represont*>ii 
aa,  unconstitutional  i  and,  aa  has  been 
shown,  there  is  no  appeal. 

"  If  this  doctrine  had  been  estalillslied  at 
an  earlier  day,  tho  Union  would  have  been 
dissolved  111  H»  infhnoy.  The  Excise  law  in 
Pennsvlvania,  the  Embargo  and  Non-Inter- 
course law  in  the  Eastern  States,  the  car- 
riage-tax in  Virginia,  were  all  deemed  un- 
constitutional, and  were  more  unequal  in 
their  operation  than  any  of  tlie  laws  now 
Complained  of ;  but,  fortunately,  none  of 
those  States  discovered  that  they  had  tho 
right  now  claimed  by  South  Carolina.  The 
war  into  whicli  we  were  forced,  to  support 
the  dignity  of  the  nation  and  the  rights  of 
onr  einzens,  might  have  ended  in  defeat  and 
di-^grac  e.  instead  of  victory  and  honor,  if  the 
States  who  supposed  it  a  ruinous  and  uncon- 
stitutional measore  had  thought  they  pos- 
sessed tlio  ri::ht  of  ncllit'ying  tlie  act  by 
which  it  was  declared,  and  denying  supplies 
for  its  prosecution.  Hardly  and  unequally 
as  those  me.-tsures  bore  upon  several  mem- 
bers of  the  Union,  to  tho  Legislatures  of 
none  did  this  efficient  and  peaceable  remedy, 
as  it  is  ralletl,  snggcst  itself.  Tho  discovery 
of  tliis  imporUmt  feature  in  our  Constitution 
W08  reserved  for  the  present  day.  To  the 
atatesmen  of  South  Carolina  belongs  the  in- 
vention, and  u|)on  the  citizens  of  that  State 
will  unfortunatcljr  fiUl  the  enls  of  reducing 
it  to  practice." 

General  Jackson  summed  up  his 
objections  to  Nulliticatiott  in  these 
unambiguous  terms: 

**I  eomrider,  then,  the  power  to  annd  a 


law  of  the  United  States,  assumed  hj  one 
State.  i$mKiqmtiible  with  ths  «aei$tenee  itf  tk4 
TTnion^  eontradieted  ^eprestly  bij  the  letter 
of  the  Ometitution,  unauthorized  by  ite  apir» 
tt,  ine<m*iMtmt  with  every  prineiple  on  wMdk 
it  iras  rhundffl.  and  deHtmtrtire  oftiktfntit 
object  jhr  ichick  it  was /ormtdy 

A  little  farther  on,  ho  proclaimed 
his  concurreuce  in  the  "Nation- 
al,-' 18  eontradlstingidahed  from  the 
"  Btate  Eights,"  theoiy  of  our  Fed^ 
eration,  in  these  words : 

"The  Oonetitntioa  of  the  United  Stotei, 

then,  forms  a  Government,  not  a  league; 
and,  A.  hether  it  be  formed  by  compact  be* 
tweet  the  States,  or  in  any  other  numntf, 
its  character  is  the  same.  It  is  a  goveni* 
ment  in  which  all  the  people  are  represent- 
ed, which  acts  directly  on  tho  people  indi- 
vidoaUy,  not  upon  tlie  States — thejr  retained 
all  the  power  they  did  not  grant  Bnt  eadi 
State,  having  expressly  parted  with  so  many 
powers,  as  to  constitute,  jointly  with  the 
other  Statee,  a  single  nation,  cannot,  fVom 
that  period,  possess  any  right  to  secede;  be- 
cause such  secession  doos  not  break  a  league, 
but  destroys  tlie  unity  of  a  nation,  and  any 
injury  to  that  unity  is  not  only  a  breach 
w  hicli  would  result  from  the  contravention 
of  a  compact,  but  it  is  an  olTense  against  tlie 
whole  Union.  To  saij  that  any  ^ttite  may 
at  pleasure  secede  from  the  Union,  is  to  say 
tkmt  tks  United  States  are  not  a  nation,  Ic- 
eauae  it  would  be  a  eoleeism  to  contend  that 
any  part  of  a  nation  might  dissolve  it*  eonnee- 
tion  with  the  other  parts,  to  their  injury  or 
rtMff,  ioithout  committing  any  ojff'ente.  I^ecee- 
rion,  like  any  other  revolutionary  act,  may 
be  morally  justified  by  tho  extren;ity  of  op- 
pression ;  but  to  call  it  a  constitutional  right. 
IS  eonfranding  the  meaning  of  terms,  and 
can  only  ho  done  through  gross  error,  or  to 
deceive  those  who  are  willing  to  assert  a 
right,  bnt  wonld  pause  bef<M«  they  make  a 
revolution,  or  incur  the  peoaltiea  conae- 
qncnt  on  a  failure." 

The  dogma  of  Stato  Sovereignty, 

as  contravening   or  limitilig  the 

proper  Kationality  of  the  Bepnblic, 

is  thus  squarely  oonfronted : 

**t1ie  Stataa  severally  have  not  retained 

their  entire  sovereignty.  It  has  been  shown 
that,  in  becoming  i)aris  of  a  nation,  not  mem- 
bers of  a  leagtie,  they  surrendered  many  of 
their  essoiitial  ]iart9  of  sovereignty.  The 
right  to  muiie  treaties,  declare  war.  levy  . 
taxes,  exerdse  exclusive  judicial  and  legisla- 
iative  powon,  were  all  of  them  functiona 
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of  K>rereign  power.  Tlie  States,  then,  for 
all  Uicse  important  [>urpodes^  were  no  lonj;^cr 
Bovcreiga.  The  allegiance  of  their  citi- 
zens was  transferred,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  St^ites; 
they  became  American  citizens,  and  owed 
obedience  to  the  Constitution  uf  the  United 
States,  and  to  luws  made  in  coitfonnity  with 
the  power*  it  vested  in  Congress.  This 
last  position  has  nut  been,  and  cannot  be, 
denied,  liow,  then,  can  that  State  be  said 
to  be  sovereign  and  indei>endent,  whose  cit- 
izens owe  obedience  to  laws  not  made  by  it, 
and  whose  magistrates  are  sworn  to  disre- 
gard those  laws,  when  they  come  in  conflict 
with  those  i>aii9ed  by  another  ?  What  shows, 
conclnsively,  that  the  States  cannot  be  said 
to  have  reserved  an  undivided  sovereignty, 
ia,  that  tiiey  e.\pressly  ceded  the  right  to 
punish  treason — not  treason  against  their 
sepArate  power,  but  treason  against  the  Uni- 
tea  States.  Treason  is  an  otleuse  against 
mwereiynty,  and  sovereignty  must  reside  with 
the  power  to  punish  it.'* 

Mr.  Jeflfereon  Davis,  in  ono  of  Ins 
earlier  manifestoes  from  Richmond, 
Baw  fit  to  speak  of  the  severance  of 
our  Uftion  as  "the  dissolution  of  a 
leagtie."  General  Jackson  anticipa- 
ted and  refuted  this  assumption  as 
follows : 

**  How  is  it  that  the  most  perfect  of  those 
■ereral  roo<lefl  of  Union  shonld  now  bo  con- 
sidered as  a  mere  league,  that  may  be  dis- 
solved at  pleasure?  it  is  from  an  abuse  of 
terms.  Compact  is  used  as  synonymous 
with  league,  although  the  true  term  is  not 
employeid,  because  it  would  at  once  show 
the  fallacy  of  the  reasoning.  It  would  not 
do  to  say  that  our  Constitution  was  only  a 
league,  but  it  is  labored  to  prove  it  a  com- 
pact (which,  in  one  sense,  it  b),  and  then  to 
argue  that,  as  a  league  is  a  compact,  every 
compact  between  nations  must,  of  course, 
be  a  league,  and  tliat,  from  such  an  engage- 
ment, every  sovereign  power  has  a  right  to 
recede.  But  it  has  been  shown  that,  in  this 
sense,  the  States  are  not  sovereign,  atid  that, 
even  if  they  were,  ami  the  national  constitu- 
tution  had  been  f«»rmed  by  compact,  there 
would  be  no  right  in  any  one  State  to  ex- 
onerate it*4elf  from  its  obligations. 

'•So  obvious  are  the  reastnis  which  forbid 
this  secewion,  that  it  is  necessary  only  to 
allude  to  them.  The  Union  was  formed  for 
the  benefit  of  all.  It  was  prodnce<l  by  mu- 
tual sacrifices  of  interests  and  opinions.  Ctiri 
those  sarrificos  be  recalletl  ?  Can  the  Stat-s 
who  magnanimously  surrendered  their  title 
to  the  territories  of  the  West,  recall  the 
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grant?  Will  the  inhabitants  of  the  inland 
States  agree  to  pay  the  duties  that  may  be 
imposed  without  their  assent  by  those  on 
the  Atlantic  or  the  Gulf,  for  their  own  ben- 
efit? Shall  there  be  a  free  port  in  ono  State 
and  onerous  duties  in  another?  No  one  be- 
lieves that  any  right  e::i3ts  in  a  single  State 
to  involve  all  the  others  in  these  and  count- 
less other  evils,  contrary  to  engagements  sol- 
emnly made.  Every  one  must  see  that  the 
other  States,  in  sell-dufeuse,  must  oppose  it 
at  all  hazards.'' 

Having  thus  frankly  and  vigor- 
ously set  forth  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  our  political  system,  though 
at  much  greater  length,  and  with  a 
variety  and  fullness  of  illustration, 
General  Jackson  proceeds  to  pro- 
claim 

"That  the  duty  imposed  on  rao  by  the 
Constitution  '  to  take  care  that  the  laws  be 
faithfully  executed'  shall  be  performed  to 
the  extent  of  the  powers  already  vested  in 
mo  by  law,  or  of  such  others  as  the  wisdom 
of  Congress  shall  devine  and  intrust  to  me 
for  that  purpose ;  and  to  warn  the  citizens 
of  South  Carolinji,  who  have  been  deluded 
into  an  opposition  to  the  laws,  of  the  danger 
they  will  incur  by  obedience  to  the  illegal 
and  disorgauiziug  Ordinance  of  the  Couvea- 
tion." 

And  he  closes  a  most  pathetic  and 
eloquent  appeal  to  the  people  of 
Sojith  Carolina  in  these  memorahle 
and  stirring  words : 

"Contemplate  the  condition  of  th.it  conn- 
try  of  whicli  you  still  forin  an  important 
parti — consider  its  Goveriiu»ent,  uniting  in 
one  bond  of  coiitmon  interest  and  general 
protection  so  many  different  States — giving 
to  all  their  inhabitants  the  pnxid  title  of 
American  citizens — protecting  their  com- 
merce— securing  their  literature  and  their 
arts — facilitatiniT  their  intorcomrttunication 
— defending  their  IroiitierH — and  making 
their  names  respected  in  the  remotest  {)urta 
of  the  earth  !  Consider  tlie  extent  of  its 
territory,  its  increiv-ing  and  happy  pojiula- 
tion.  its  advatice  in  llie  arts,  which  render  life 
agreealile,  and  the  sciences  which  elevate 
tlie  mind  t  See  edu<"ation  spreading  the 
lights  of  religion,  liunninity,  and  general  in- 
formation, into  every  cottage  in  this  wide 
extent  of  our  territories  and  States  I  lieliold 
it  as  the  asylum  where  the  wretcheil  and 
the  oppressed  fmd  a  refuge  and  support  I 
Look  un  this  picture  of  happiness  and  honor, 
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and  say,  Wk,  too,  au  omziKa  or  Amkbioa. 
Ouoilnft  ia  one  of  these  prond  States ;  her 

araas  have  defended,  her  best  lilooil  lias 
oemeoted,  this  happy  Union  1  And  tiien 
add,  if  jroQ  ean,  without  honor  and  re- 
morse, '  This  happy  Union  we  will  diHsolvo 
— thU  picture  of  peace  and  proa|)erity  we 
will  deftoe — this  free  intercourse  we  will 
interrupt — these  fertile  fields  we  will  deluge 
with  blood — the  protection  of  that  glorious 
flag  werenonnoe— the  very  name  of  Ameri- 
•  cans  we  discard.'  And  for  what,  mistaiien 
men!  for  what  do  yon  throw  away  these 
inestimable  blessings — for  what  would  you 
exchange  jour  share  in  the  adyantages  and 
honor  of  the  Union?  For  the  dream  of  a 
separate  independence — adroatn  ir;terrupted 
bj  bloody  conflicts  with  your  aciglibors,  and 
•  vile  dependence  on  foreign  power  I  If 
yolir  leiiders  could  sncreod  in  establishing  a 
separation,  what  would  bo  your  situation  ? 
Are  you  united  at  homef  Are  you  fi-ee 
from  the  apprehension  of  civil  discord,  with 
all  its  feart'ul  consequences?  Do  our  ueigh- 
boriig  republics,  every  day  suffering  some 
new  revolution  or  oontondiug  with  some 
new  insurrection,  do  they  excite  your  envy? 

**But  the  dictates  of  a  high  doty  oblige  me 
•olemnly  to  announce  that  you  cannot  suc- 
ceed. The  laws  of  the  United  States  must 
be  executed.  1  have  no  (li:*crotionury  power 
CO  the  subject — mr  duty  is  eniuliatioally 
]mnionneed  in  the  Oonstltntion.  Those  who 
^Id  you  that  you  rnipht  peaceably  ]ir«_vfiit 
their  execution,  deceived  you — they  could 
not  hare  been  deeehred  themaelTes.  They 
know  that  a  lon  iMc  oppDsition  could  alone 
prevent  the  executiuu  ot  the  laws,  and  they 
know  that  such  opposition  must  be  repelled. 
Their  object  is  disunion :  bo  not  deceived 
by  names.  Disunion,  by  arnjcd  force,  is 
.  trteuon.  Are  yon  really  ready  to  incur  its 
guilt  ?  If  yon  are,  on  tlie  heads  of  the  insti- 
gators of  the  act  bo  the  dreadful  conse- 
quences— on  their  heads  be  the  ilislKjnor; 
but  on  yours  may  fail  the  ponishment — on 
jraor  niuiappy  State  will  inevitably  fall  all 
tha  evils  of  the  conflict  you  force  upon  the 
Qovemmeiit  of  your  country.  It  cannot 
aaeede  to  the  mad  project  of  disunion,  of 
which  you  would  be  the  first  victims — its 
firiit  magistrate  cannot,  if  he  would,  avoid 
tta  performance  of  his  duty — ^the  conse- 
quence niUHt  bo  fearful  for  you,  distressing 
to  your  fellow-citi/ens  here,  and  the  friends 
of  g^ood  government  throughoot  the  world. 
Its  enotnies  have  beheld  our  pros{)erity 
with  a  vexation  ihey  could  not  conceal — it 
was  a  standing  refutation  of  their  sluvish 
doctrines,  and  they  would  point  to  our  dis- 
owds  with  the  triumph  of  malignant  joy. 
It  is  yet  in  your  power  to  disappoint  them. 
Thaia  is  jet  time  to  show  that  the  descend- 


ants of  the  Finckneys,  the  Snmpters,  the 
Rutledges,  and  of  the  thousand  other  namee 

which  adorn  the  pji'^es  <)t'  your  Revolution- 
ary history,  will  not  abandon  that  Union,  to 
support  which  so  nanjr  of  tiiem  fought,  and 
bled,  and  died.  I  adjure  you,  as  you  honor 
their  memory,  as  you  love  the  cause  of  free- 
dom to  whieh  they  dedicated  tbelr  Uvea— aa 
you  prize  the  pence  of  your  conntry.  the 
lives  of  its  best  citizens,  and  your  own  fair 
fame,  to  retrace  your  steps.  Snatch  from 
the  arcbiven  of  your  State  the  disorganizing 
edict  of  its  Convention — bid  its  members  to 
reassemble  and  pnmralgaka  the  dedded  ex- 
pression of  your  will  to  remain  in  the  path 
which  alone  can  conduct  you  to  safety, 
.prosperity,  and  honor — tell  them  that,  com- 
pared to  disunion,  all  other  evils  are  lights 
becanee  that  brln^  with  it  an  aoenmnlanon 
of  nil — <le('l;trc  that  you  will  never  take  tho 
field  unless  the  star-spangled  banner  of  your 
conntry  shall  float  over  yon— that  you  wil! 
not  ho  stiirmjitized  when  dead,  and  dislionor- 
ed  and  scorned  while  yon  live,  as  the  authors 
of  the  first  attack  on  (lie  Oonstitation  of 
your  country !  Its  destroyers  you  cannot  be 
You  may  disturb  its  peace — yon  may  inter- 
rupt the  course  of  its  prosperity — you  may 
cloud  its  reputation  for  stability  -•but  its 
trancjuillity  will  be  restored,  its  prosperity 
will  return,  and  the  stain  upon  its  national 
chanu'ter  will  be  transferred,  and  remain  an 
eternal  blot  on  the  memory  of  those  who 
caased  the  disorder." 

Tunung  from  the  ddnded  minor- 
ity to  the  loyal  and  Uuion-loriiig 

majority  of  the  American  people,  the 
President  cundades  liis  Froolamation 

as  follows : 

"Fellow-citizens  of  the  United  SUtesl 
The  threat  of  imhollowed  disnnfon,  the 

names  of  those  (once  respected)  by  whom 
it  was  uttered,  tlie  array  of  military  force  to 
support  it,  denote  the  approach  of  a  crisis  In 
our  atlair-*.  on  which  the  continuance  of  OOT 
unexampled  prosperity,  our  uolttical  exiitp 
ence,  and  perhaps  that  of  all  free  govern- 
ments, may  depend.  The  conjuncture  de- 
manded a  full,  a  free,  and  explicit  annuncia" 
tion,  not  only  of  my  intentions,  but  of  my  prin- 
ciples of  action ;  and,  as  tho  claim  was  a>^-iert- 
ed  of  a  right  by  a  State  to  annul  tlie  laws  ot  the 
Dnion,  and  even  to  secede  from  it,  at  pleas- 
ure, a  frank  exposition  of  my  opinions  in 
relation  to  the  origin  and  form  of  our  Crov- 
crnment,  and  tho  construction  1  give  to  tiio 
instrument  by  which  it  was  created,  seemed 
to  be  proper.  Having  the  fullest  confidence 
in  the  justness  of  the  legal  and  constitutional 
opinioa  of  my  dattati  whioh  has  been  as- 
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pressed,  T  rely  -with  eqnal  confidence  on 
jour  undivided  support  in  determination 
t»  otteoto  ilie  kw»— 4o  pt^Mwi  fa  Unioii 

by  all  rniT^ritiitionMl  nienns — to  arrost,  if 
posisiblc,  by  moderate,  but  firm  mtsaaures, 
the  necessity  of  a  reoonrse  to  foitMw  Atfd  if 
it  be  the  will  of  Heaven  that  the  recnrrcrifc 
of  ita  pritnevul  curse  on  man  fur  the  slicd- 
ding  of  a  brother's  blood  Hhotil<l  fall  iii>oit 
onr  land,  that  if  be  not  called  down  by  ftny 
otTensivo  net  of  the  L  iiited  btiittti. 

"Fellow-ciii/cens!  the  momentous  case  is 
before  Jon.  On  your  undivided  support  of 
your  Ooremment  def^ends  the  decision  of 
tlie  great  question  it  involves,  whether  y*>iir 
M9rfd  Uniw  will  be  preserved,  and  thu 
tliiitni;  it  Motires  to  tn  w  one  people  siiall 
be  {icrpetuated.  No  one  can  douljt  thiit  the 
nuauimity  witl^  whicb  Uiat  decinion  will  be 
expressed  wiB  be  sach  m  to  inspire  new 
confidence  in  republican  in'<titmioii!*.  and 
that  Uw  prudence,  the  wisiloin.  and  tlie 
eonrage  which  it  will  bring  to  their  defense, 
win  transmit  them  unimpaired  and  invigor- 
ated to  our  chiklren. 

**llay  the  great  Bularof  nations  grant,  that 
iSbB  aignal  bteasings  with  which  He  has  fa- 
^«)rM  oors  may  not.  by  the  madness  of 
party,  or  personal  ambition,  bo  disregarded 
and  loat:  and  may  Uia  wise  providaaoe 
bring  tiktae  wbo  have  prodneed  this  ertsia  to 
fee  the  folly,  before  they  feel  the  misery, 
aivil  i^rife;  and  inspire  a  returning  veoera 
tfofli  t&M  Union,  which,  if  we  may  dare 
to  [H-'iK  rratc  Hi-.-  di'siirris,  Tie  has  chosen  a-i 
tbe  only  means  of  attaining  Ute  high  des- 
ftoitrileh  wa  may  reaaonably  aapira." 

General  Jackson's  Special  Message 
against  Nullification**  is  equally  de- 
cided and  thorough  in  its  hostility  to 
the  Calhoun  heresy,  under  all  its  as- 
pectii,  and  dissects  the  Ordinance  of 
Xulliiicutiou,  and  the  legislative  acts 
based  thereon,  wiihdgnal  ability  and 
oogency.  A  edngle  extnust,  b«iring 
direetly  i^Km  the  aOcged  rig^t  of 
Seeeaaion,  will  here  be  giyen: 

**Tbe  right  of  Hm  people  of  a  rfB||a  State 

to  absolve  themselves  at  will,  and  without 
the  consent  of  the  other  States,  from  their 
most  solemn  obligations,  and  hazard  the 
liberties  and  happiness  of  the  millions  com- 

esing  this  Union,  cannot  be  acknowledged, 
dl  authority  is  believed  to  be  tatlarly  re- 
pagnant  both  to  the  principles  upon  whicli 
tte  Goieral  Government  ia  constituted,  and 


to  the  ohj  eota  whiA  It  waa  miraBly  fbnmd 

toattwn. 

Agalnflt  an  aeta  wMdi  may  be  allegad 

to  transcend  the  constitutional  power  of 
Government,  or  which  may  be  inconvenient  . 
or  oppreflai^a  tn  tbefr  operation^  tiia  Oonall* 

tntion  it.self  has  prescribed  the  modaa  of 
redress.  It  is  the  attribute  of  frea  lartita- 
tions  that,  under  them,  the  empire  of  reaaon 
and  law  is  substituted  for  the  power  of  the 
sword.  To  no  other  source  can  appeals  for 
supposed  wrongs  be  made,  consistently  with 
the  obligations  of  South  Carolina ;  to  no 
other  can  such  appeals  be  made  with  safety 
at  any  time;  and  to  their  decisions,  when 
constatntionally  prononnoedf  it  becomaa  tlie 
duty,  no  leaa  of  tha  pnblio  anthorttlaa  1ha& 
of  the  people^  in  oriryoaaa  to  yield  a  pati^ 
otic  BobmiaaiMi. 

**That  a  Btate,  or  any  o^er  great  portloB 
of  the  pcofile.  sufferiti^  under  lonp:  and  in- 
tolerable oppressions,  and  having  tried  all 
constitiitioiial  reoiediaa  without  the  hope  of 
redress,  may  have  a  natural  rijrht.,  when 
their  liappiness  can  be  no  otherwise  secured, 
and  when  they  can  do  so  without  proataf 
injury  to  others,  to  absolve  themselves  from 
their  obligations  to  the  (lovernment,  and 
appeal  to  tlia  last  resurt,  need  not,  OK  tlia 
present  occarion,  be  denied. 

**The  existence  of  this  right,  howeyer, 
must  depend  on  the  causes  which  justify 
its  exorcise^  It  ia  the  ultima  ratio^  which 
presu[>poaea  that  the  proper  appeals  to  all 
other  means  of  redress  have  been  made  in 
good  faith,  and  which  can  never  be  rightfully 
raaortad  to  nnlaaa  it  be  nnaToidable.  It  ia 
not  the  right  of  the  State,  hut  of  the  inrlivid- 
ual,  and  of  all  the  individuals  in  the  State. 
It  is  the  right  of  mankind  geneirally  to  8fr> 
cure,  by  all  means  in  their  power,  the  bless- 
ings of  liberty  and  ha])pines8  ;  but  when  for 
th^  purposes  any  bony  of  men  have  volun- 
tarily associated  themselves  under  any  parti- 
cular form  of  government,  no  portion  of 
them  can  dissolve  the  association  without 
acknowledging  the  correlative  right  ia  the 
ren)ainder  to  decide  whether  that  dlasolo- 
tion  can  be  pcni\itted  consistently  with  the 
general  happiness. .  In  this  view,  it  ia  a 
right  dependent  upon  tiie  power  to  enforce 
it.  Su(  h  a  right,  though  it  may  be  admitted 
to  preexist,  and  cannot  be  wholly  surren- 
dered, ia  neoeaaartly  aabjected  to  liroitatioDa 
in  all  free  governments,  and  in  compacts  of 
all  kinds,  freely  and  voluntarily  ent<'red  into, 
and  in  which  the  Interest  and  welfare  of  the 
individual  become  identified  with  those  of 
the  community  of  whicii  he  is  a  member. 
In  compacts  between  individuals,  however 
deeply  they  may  affect  their  relations,  these 
principles  are  acknowledged  to  create  a 
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ncred  obligation  ;  nnd  in  compacta  of  civil 
gOTerniiu'iit,  invulviug  the  liberty  and  kap- 
pfaieas  of  millions  of  nunkUkd,  tlie  obligation 

carinot  be  It-^s."' 

The  unaniniitv  and  enthusiasm, 
witli  wliich  tlie  people  of  the  Free 
Stat^  respouded  to  these  downright 
numifeBtatioiis  of  a  purpose  to  pre- 
Berve  al  all  hanrdB  ihe  integritj  of 
the  Union,  are  stUl  freshly  remem- 
bered.  Those  States  had  just  been 
eoQTalBed  by  a  Presidential  contest, 
wherein  tlicir  ]ion]tle  were  about 
equally  divided  into  zealous  advcv 
cates  and  equally  zealotir^  opponents 
of  General  Jackson's  re-election. 
Though  his  triumph  had  been  over- 
wbelming,  so  &r  as  the  dioice  of 
Electors  was  oonoemed,  the  popular 
majorities,  wheiebj  those  electors 
urere  chosen,  were  very  meager  in 
several  of  the  States,  including  Isew 
York,  Ohio,  and  New  Jersey;  while 
the  majorities  against  him  in  Massa- 
chusetts, Connecticut,  IJluxle  Island, 
Vermont,  and  Kentucky,  were  heavy. 
Bat  the  States  wlueh  bad  opposed 
bb  re-election,  the  citizens  who  bad 
deprecated  it  as  confirming  and  re- 
newing a  lease  of  virtnally  absolute 
power  in  hands  too  prone  to  stretch 
Authority  and  Prero«rative  to  the 
utmost,  now  vied  Avitli  tlicir  late  an- 
tagonisti  in  pledi^inji;  devotion  and 
support  to  the  elected  chief  of  the 
Republic  in  his  efforts  to  preser\'e 
its  Todtj  and  vitality.  Great  pnbUe 
meetings  were  held  in  tiie  principal 
cities  to  give  formal  and  influratial 
expression  to  the  sentiment ;  the 
Press,  all  hut  unanimously,  echoed 
and  stimulated  the  j)f)})nlar  plaudits; 
and  General  Jackson  was  never  l<e- 
fore  nor  afterward  so  stronir  tlirou<rh- 
out  the  Free  St:ites,  as  during  the 


few  months  which  followed  a  most 
vigorous  and  detennined  Straggle  to 
defeat  his  re-election. 

At  the  South,  the  case  was  some- 
what difierent,  though  in  every  State 
— South  Carolina,  of  course,  except- 
ed— the  President's  oonise  was  ap- 
proved by  a  decided  majority.  The 
great  mass  of  the  voting  population 
of  nearly  all  these  States  had  jnst 
given  General  Jackson  their  suffrages 
for  the  second  or  third  time — they 
had  long  enough  been  told  that  he 
was  a  des})ot,  an  usuq>er,  a  tyrant, 
etc,  witliout  believing  it;  and  they 
weie  little  inclined  to  rqmdiate  in  a 
moment  the  convictions  andl&e  asso- 
ciations of  a  lifetime.  In  Virginia 
alone  was  there  any  official  exhibition 
of  sympathy  with  South  Carolina  in 
her  self-invoked  peril ;  and  she  sent 
a  commissif)ner'  to  tliat  State  rather 
to  indicate  her  fraternal  regard  than 
to  proffer  any  suhstantial  assistance. 

There  was  some  windy  talk  of  op- 
posing by  force  tlie  passage  ef  a  Fed- 
eral army  southward  through  the  Old 
Dominion  on  an  errand  of  ^  snbjngar 
tion ;"  and  her  Governor,"  in  his  an- 
nual Message,  said  sometliing  imply- 
ing such  a  purpose.  Ex-Govemor 
Troup,  of  (Georgia,  and  a  few  other 
dodrinah'f.'i  of  the  extreme  State 
Ilights  school,  muttered  some  words 
of  sympathy  with  the  Nullifiers,  about 
to  be  cnisbed  under  the  iron  beel  of 
Federal  powep— some  vagne  protest 
against  Consolidation ;  but  that  was 
all.  Had  it  become  necessary  to  call 
for  volunteers  to  aasert  and  maintain 
the  National  authority  on  the  soil 
of  the  pcn^erse  State,  they  would 
doubtless  have  offered  tliemselves 
by  thousands  trom  neai-ly  or  quite 


Benjamin  Wutkins  Ltigh. 
**  Jolin  Flojrd,  lathor  of  Uie  late  John  B.  I^loyd,  Mr.  Bucbaaaa's  Secretaiy  of  War. 
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eveiy  fionHhoni  as  -well  u  Northern 

State. 

But  it  did  Tiot  become  necessary. 
Congress  in  due  time  took  up  the 
Tariff,  with  a  view  to  its  reviHion  and 
reduction.  The  Jack.sonian  ascend- 
ency was  decided  in  every  depart- 
ment of  the  Ghivemment  Andrew 
Bterenaoa  (entirTariff),  of  Yiiginia, 
was  Speaker  of  the  Hoiue,  Gnlian  C. 
Yerplanck  (anti-Tariff)  was  Chair- 
man of  its  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means^  whence  a  bill  containing 


the  0Qii.ticti(Hi8  of  a  mijoritf  of  the 
mamben,  which  would  whelm  tlieni 
in  one  common  ruin.  Finally  Mr. 
Clay  was  induced  to  submit  his  Com- 
promise Tariir,  wherel)y  one-tenth  of 
the  excesri  over  twenty  per  cent,  of 
each  and  every  existing  impost  was 
to  be  taken  off  at  the  oloae  of  tiiat 
year ;  another  tenth  two  yean  there- 
after ;  10  proceeding  until  the  Slst 
of  June,  1 843,  when  all  dntiei  should 
be  reduced  to  a  maximum  of  twenty 
per  cent.    Tliir^  Coinproinise  Tariff, 


sweeping  reductions   and  equaliza-  I  being  accepted   and  su]t]iurtcd  by 


tions  ul"  dutied  \va>,  at  an  early 
period  of  the  se^aion,  reported;  and, 
though  no  eonehniTe  action  was  had 
on  ^is  meaenro,  the  mere  ftet  of 
its  introduetion  waa  aeiaed  npon  by 
the  NnlUfien  ae  an  exenae  tor  recoil- 
in  ^  firom  the  perilosa  position  they 
had  so  recklessly  assumed.  A  few 
days  before  the  1st  of  Februarv,  the 
Nullifying  chiefs  met  at  Charleston, 
and  gravely  resolved  that,  inasmuch 
MB  measures  were  then  pending  in 
Googreaa  wliich  contemplated  sneh 
lednctaons  of  duties  on  imports  as 
South  Oarolina  demanded,  the  exe- 
cution of  the  Nullifying  Ordinance, 
and  of  course  of  all  legislative  acts 
Bubsidiarj'^  thereto,  should  be  post- 
poned till  after  the  adjournment  of 
tliat  bo<ly ! 

But  Mr.  Yerplanck's  bill**  made 
Muil  slow  progress  that  its  passage, 
•ven  at  the  last  moment,  seemed  ez- 
eeedtni^ydoobtfbL  ICr. 'Webster  fi>r- 
dMj  jurged  that  no  concession  should 
be  made  to  Soutli  Carolina  until  she 
should  have  abandoned  her  treasona- 
ble attitude.  The  manufacturers  beset 
the  Capitol  in  crowds,  remonstrating 
againn^t  legislation  under  duress,  in 
defiance  of  the  public  interest  and 


Mr.  Calhoun  and  the  Nuliiiier.-,  was 
offered  in  the  House,  as  a  substitute 
fer  Hr.  Yerplanck's  bill,  by  Mi*. 
Letcher,  of  Eentncky  (l(r.  Clay's  im- 
mediate representative  and  devoted 
friend),  on  the  25th  of  February; 
adopted  and  parsed  at  once  by  a 
vote  of  119  to  85  ;  agreed  to  by  the 
Senate ;  and  became  a  law  in  the 
last  hours  of  the  NC^^sion  :  General 
Jackson,  though  he  openly  condemned 
it  as  an  unwise  and  untimely  conces- 
sion to  rampant  treason,  not  cihooa- 
ing  to  talra  the  responsibility  of  vetf^ 
iug,  nor  even  of  pocketing  it,  as  ha 
clearly  might  have  done.  South  Car- 
olina thereupon  abandoned  her  Ordi- 
nance and  attitude  of  Nullification ; 
and  the  storm  that  lowered  so  black 
and  imminent  suddenly  gave  place 
to  a  sunny  and  smiling  calm. 

But  General  Jackson  was  deeply 
dissatisfied,  and  witii  reason.  He 
saw  in  this  easy  accommodation  the 
seeds  of  future  perils  and  <»l«miriqf, 
He  inuBted  that  Calhoun  was  a  trai- 
tor ;  and  to  the  end  of  his  days 
regretted  that  he  had  not  }>romptly 
arrested  and  tried  liini  as  such.  He 
denied  that  dis,><atisfaction  with  the 
Protective  policy  was  the  real  incite- 


"  Beported  Otoamber  28tlL 
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fluent  to  the  aiaibitioiii  imd  reetlese 
Carolinian's  attempt  at  practical  Nul- 
lification. "  The  Tariff,"  he  wrote  in 
1834,  to  an  intimate  friend  in  Geor- 
gia, "was  but  a  pretext.  The  next 
will  he  the  Slavery  or  Negro  ques- 
tionJ* 

Bat  ivhile  Kullificatioii  was  thus 
eternly  oniahed  ont  in  South  Oaroli- 

na,  it  was  simnltaneonsly  allowed  a 
complete  triumph  In  the  adjoining 
State  of  Georgia.  The  circumstan- 
ces wore  briefly  as  follows : 

The  once  powerful  and  warlike 
Aboriginal  tribes  known  to  us  as 
Cherokees"  and  "Creeks,"  origin- 
ally posseesad  respectivelj  laige  ter- 
ritories, which  aiB  now  indnded 
within  the  Statea  of  North  Carolina, 
Georgia,  Tennessee,  and  Alabama. 
With  those  tribes,  treaties  were  from 
time  to  time  made  bv  our  Govern- 
ment,  wliereof  each  had  for  its  main 
object  the  transfer,  for  a  specitied 
consideration,  of  lands  by  the  Indi- 
ana to  the  United  Statea.  One  of  the 
oonditioiu  on  which  we  aonght  and 
obtained  those  lands  was  thna  suc- 
cinctly cxpreaeed  in  the  treaty  with 
the  Oherokees  negotiated  on  the  bank 
of  the  Holston,  in  1791,  under  the 
Presidency  of  Washington : 

"Artiolb  7.  The  United  States  solemnly 
evABiLSTT  to  the  Cherokee  Nation  all  their 
bmit  not  jjgmty  mM." 

The  atipiQationB  of  this  treaty  were 
recognized,  and  their  yalidily  con- 
firmed  by  the  treaty  of  1794,  nego- 

Hm  fbUowiiig  18  that  portioii  of  the  Treaty 
Of  Ohani  lektiBg  to  the  Ludiana: 

'•Attkk  the  XiutJi.  Tlio  Unilcd  Rtntos  of 
America  engage  to  ptit  an  end,  immcdiulelj 
after  the  ratification  of  the  preeent  treaty,  to 
hostilities  with  .til  tlic  triliOH  or  nations  of  In- 
dians with  whom  ihor  may  tie  nt  wrt  at  the 
time  of  puch  ratitleation;  and  forthwith  to  re- 
gtore  to  Bucb  trihea  or  oatiooa,  reepeotiTely,  all 


tiated  by  Henry  Knox,  Secretary  of 
War,  "  ])eing  authorized  thereto  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States." 
A  further  treaty,  negotiated  in  J  798, 
under  John  Adams,  rc(''>frnized  and 
ratified  afresh  all  the  obligati(jn8  in- 
curred, the  guaranties  given,  by  for- 
mer treatiea.  Sndi  etipaUttiona  con- 
tinned  to  be  made,  at  least  down  to 
1817,  when  one  waa  negotiated  on 
our  part  bj  Andrew  Jackson  and 
others,  again  renewing  and  confirm- 
ing to  the  Oherokees  all  former  stip- 
ulations and  guaranties. 

Still  more:  when,  in  1814,  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent  was  negotiated, 
whereby  the  war  of  1B19  wSi  Gfeai 
Britain  waa  terminated,  the  Brit- 
idi  commisrionen  long  and  iUrly  in^ 
sisted  on  indnding  her  Aboriginal 
allies  in  that  war  in  the  provis- 
ions and  stipulations  of  the  treaty, 
eapeeially  that  which  exacted  a  mu- 
tual restoration  of  all  territories  or 
places  taken  by  one  party  from  the 
other  during  the  preceding  contest. 
Our  oommiesionera  naturally  demur- 
red  to  this,  preferring  to  inseit  aa 
article  which  set  forth  the  humane 
and  benevolent  principlea  wheiebj 
(as  it  alleged)  our  Government  regu- 
lates its  conduct  toward  the  Indian 
tribes  within  our  bordert*.."  And  Mr. 
Clav,  one  of  the  negotiators  of  that 
treaty,  declared,  in  his  speech  on  the 
Cherokee  Grievances  in  1885,  that 
the  British  oommiBdonem  would  nev- 
er have  been  satisfied  widi  this,  if 
they  had  understood  lliat  tiioae  tribes 

the  poesemiona.  rtghta,  and  ptiTileges,  which 

tliey  Hiuy  li;ivo  rnj' vod  or  hpon  entitled  to  in 
one  tliou.-uud  t-it^hi  liuudred  and  eleven,  previ- 
ous to  jjuch  ho.><lililies.  iVorided  ahniys^  That 
such  tribes  or  nations  sbnll  agree  to  desist  from 
all  hoetilities  against  the  United  fitatea  of 
America,  their  citizona  and  Futjeots,  upon  the 
ratilicaciun  of  the  present  treaty  being  notifled 
to  f>uch  tribea  OT  tad  ahaU  lo  dtriit 

acoordingljr." 
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held  their  rights  and  poeseBsiona  guar- 
anteed to  them  by  Federal  treaties 
subject  to  the  good-will  and  pleasure 
of  the  several  States,  or  any  of  them. 

In  1802,  Georgia  ceded,  on  certain 
conditions,  her  western  territory,  now 
compofiiug  the  States  of  Alabama 
and  Miiisissippi,  to  the  Union.  Among 
these  conditions,  our  Government 
undertook  to  extinguiish  the  Indian 
title  to  all  lands  within  the  bound- 
aries of  the  State  as  thereby  consti- 
tuted, so  soon  as  this  could  be  effect- 
ed *•  }>eaceably  and  on  reasona])lc 
term^."  **  And  this  object  was  ur- 
gently, perse  veringly,  and  not  alwuva 
honorably,  pursued.  In  Fel>ruarv, 
1825,  just  as  Mr.  Monroe's  Admiuis- 
tration  was  .passing  away,  certain 
commissioners,  selected  by  Mr.  Cal- 
houn, then  Secretary  of  War,  at- 
tempted to  obtain  from  the  Creeks, 
at  a  council  held  at  Indian  Springi*, 
ft  ce^ion  of  their  land.s ;  l)ut  were 
baffled  by  tlie  stem  resolve  of  chief^i 
and  people — the  tribe  having  pre- 
viously prescribed  the  penalty  of 
death  for  any  one  who  should 
make  such  sale.  Thus  defeated, 
the  commissioners  resorted  to  a 
too  common  practice:  they  bribed 
an  inconsiderable  minority  of  tlie 
Creeks,  including  one  or  two  alleged 
chiefs,  to  give  their  formal  as.sent  to 
such  an  instrument  as  thev  desii-ed. 
This  sham  treaty  was  hurried  to 
"Washington,  and  forced  througli  the 
expiring  Senate  on  the  last  day  of 
the  session,  before  its  true  character 


"The  follovving  is  tho  ontiro  nrticlo: 

"Fourthly,  Tliot  tbo  United  States  shiUl,  at 
tbeir  own  expense,  exting^isl;,  for  tho  uso  oC 
Georgia,  as  early  as  the  game  can  bo  fioncenbly 
obtained,  on  rcaDonablo  t«mi^  t!te  Itidiau  tidu 
tothewuntry  of  Talassce,  to  tl»o  lan<l3  loft  out  l>y 
the  line  drawn  with  the  ('recks,  in  tho  year  ono 
Uiomiand  Roven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  whit  It 
had  been  previously  granted  by  tho  State  of 


could  be  generally  known.  The 
Creeks,  upon  learning  that  such  a 
pretended  treaty  had  been  made,  held 
a  general  coimcil,  wherein  it  was 
formally  disavowed  and  denounced, 
and  a  party  was  at  once  dispatched 
to  the  home  of  Mcintosh,  a  chief  who 
iiad  signed  the  fraud,  to  execute  the 
sentence  of  the  law  up<:>n  him,  Mc- 
intosh and  another  j>rincipal  signer 
were  shot  dead  on  sight,  and  due 
notice  given  that  the  pretended  treaty 
was  utterly  repudiated. 

Governor  Troup,  of  Georgia,  of 
course  assumed  the  vahdity  of  the 
in>^truinent,  and  prepared  to  take 
forcible  possession  of  the  Creek  lands. 
The  Creeks  appealed  to  the  Govern- 
ment, demanding  the  enforcement  of 
the  treaties  whereby  they  were  guar- 
anteed protection  in  tho  peaceable 
enjoyment  of  their  clearly  defined 
territorial  poi^sessions.  I^fr.  Adams, 
who  had  now  succeeded  to  the  Presi- 
dency, looked  fully  into  the  matter, 
saw  that  their  claim  was  just,  and 
assured  them  that  they  sh<juld  be  de- 
fended. Governor  Troup  threatened 
to  emj)h>y  force;  Mr,  Adams  did 
eni]»loy  it.  Ho  ordered  General 
Gaines,  witli  a  body  of  regulars,  to 
the  scene  of  appreliendcd  conflict, 
and  gave  Georgia  fair  notice  that  she 
im\>t  behave  lu*rsclf.  The  Governor 
talked  loudly,  but  did  not  see  lit  to 
proceed  from  words  to  blows.  The 
Indian  Springs  fraud  ]»rove<l  abor- 
tive ;  l)ut  Georgia  and  her  backers 
sfrored  up  a  heavy  a(!COunt  against 


(Jecrcia,  both  which  tracVi  had  formally  been 
yielded  l>y  tlm  Iruliaim;  jind  to  tho  lands  wiihin 
the  forks  of  the  Oeoneo  and  Ocnmlgee  rivers; 
for  wliidi  several  ohjpcts,  the  I'residtrnt  of  tho 
United  States  haa  directed  that  a  treaty  should 
bo  immofhatdy  hold  with  the  Treoks;  an<l  that 
tlio  UiiiK'd  SUitCH  Hhall,  in  ttio  pamo  manner,  alHO 
extitigiilsh  Iho  Indian  title  to  all  other  landa 
within  tho  State  of  Georgia." — American  StaU 
PajKrs,  vol.  xvL,  p.  114. 
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Mr.  Adams,  to  be  held  good  against 
him  not  onlv,  hut  all  future  '  Yankee' 
and  '  Puritan'  aspirants  to  the  Tresi- 
dency. 

General  Jackson  was  chosen  Presi- 
dent in  reoriving  mare  than 
two-thirde  of  the  Electoral  Yotes,  in- 
elnding  tiioee  of  all  the  Slave  States 
hut  Delaware  and  a  part  ot  Mary- 
land. In  GeMgia,  tliere  were  two 
Jackson  Electoral  tickets  run,  hut 
none  tor  Adams.  And  the  first  An- 
nual Message  of  the  new  President 
gave  the  Indians  due  notice  that 
Oeoi^^a  had  not  so  voted  from  blind 
impnlBe— that  their  dearest  rights, 
their  most  dieriihed  possesnont,  were 
among  her  "epoib  of  victory."  In 
tiiis  Message,  the  solemn  obligations 
"which  our  Oovemmont  had  volun- 
teered to  assume,  in  treaty  atlter 
treaty  Mith  the  Creeks  and  Chero- 
kees,  were  utterly  ignored,  and  the 
rights  and  possessions  of  the  Indians 
dealt  with  preeisel j  as  if  no  snbh 
treaties  had  ever  existed !  Georgia 
had  henelf,  thron^^  her  citizens, 
participated  in  negotiating,  and, 
through  her  Senators,  united  in  rati- 
fying th(»se  treaties;  yet  not  only 
was  slie  held  at  liberty  to  disohev 
and  trample  on  them,  but  the  United 
States  wsLA  regarded  as  equally  ab- 
solved, bj  the  convenient  fiction  of 
State  Sovereignty,  from  all  liability 
to  maintain  and  en£»roe  them  t  No 
one  oonld  deny  that  we  had  solemnly 
engaged,  by  repeated  treaties,  to  pro- 
tect the' Indians  in  the  undisturbed  use 
and  enjoyment  forever  of  the  lands 
which  we  liad  admitted  to  be,  and 
marked  out  as,  theirs.  No  one  could 
deny  that  we  had  obtained  large 
cessions  of  valnable  lands  by  these 
treaties.  No  one  doubted  that  Geor- 
gia had  mged  ns  to  make  these  trea- 


ties, and  had  eagerly  appropriated 
the  lands  thus  obtained  by  the  Union, 
and  })asscd  directly  over  to  her:  but 
then,  Georgia  wius  a  sovereii^n  kState, 
and  entitled  to  do  sls  she  liked  M'ith 
all  the  lands  witiiin  her  borders,  and 
all  the  people  living  thereon,  no  mat- 
ter if  in  fiagraat  vidation  of  the  laws 
and  treaties  of  the  United  States! 
And  the  new  President  did  not  sent* 
jile  to  a&sert  and  reiterate  the  un- 
truth that  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees 
respectively  were  attempting  to 
'''erect  an  independent  government 
within  the  limits  of  Georgia  and 
Alabama,"  ringing  all  possible 
changes  on  the  frdaehood,  and  gravely 
quoting  from  the  Constitation  that 
'*  Ko  new  State  shall  he  formed  or 
erected  witliin  tlie  limits  of  any  other 
State,"  as  pre<'hiding  the  mainte- 
nance by  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees 
of  their  governments  in  territories 
which  they  had  possessed  and  gov- 
erned long  befijre  Georgia  had  been 
colonised,  or  the  name  Alabama  in- 
vented. 

This  deliberate  and  flagrant  perver- 
sion of  the  question  to  be  decided 
wai?  persisted  in  through  several 
pages  of  the  Message.  Says  the 
President : 

"Aofnat<Hi  by  tlii-^  view  of  flio  subject,  I 
inforintHl  the  bidiaus  iiiliai)itiug  parts  of 
Oeoi^a  and  4J:il)Mi»"  ^l>»t  thsir  attempt  to 
ESTABLISH  an  independent  government  would 
not  bo  connt«nance<l  by  tlie  Execntive  of  the 
UnittMl  States,  and  advised  them  to  t'lnifrrate 
bdjrond  tL«  liiasiastptki,  or  sabiuit  to  Uio 
laws  of  those  States." 

What  the  Indians  demanded  was 
simply  that  the  portion  of  their  im- 
memorial possessions  which  they  had 
reserved  for  their  own  use  and  enjoy- 
ment in  making  libwal  oeesions  to 
our  Qovemmenty  shonld  still  be  left 
to  them — ^that  they  should  be  proteet- 
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•d  in  umIi  ajojmont,  by  the  United 
States,  as  wo  Lad  solemnly  stipulated 
by  treaty  tliat  they  should  be,  tak- 
ing our  pay  for  it  in  advance.  But 
General  Jackson,  in  urging  tlieni  to 
migrate  beyond  the  Missi^ppi,  did 
mot  liedtate  to  qieek  of  thfiir  rights 
and  their  mimiuiities  as  follows : 

This  eini|27*ation  should  be  voliintarT ;  f<>r 
it  woul«l  he  ."IS  cruil  ;i-s  unjust  to  coiuik-I  the 
tu  ahiUidou  the  graves  of  their 
father-.  uipI  seek  a  hotue  in  a  di^^tant  liuid. 
Bat  they  shauld  he  distinctly  infurnied  that, 
if  tliey  rcmiun  within  the  limitq  of  tlie  States, 
they  innst  be  suhjort  to  their  hiws.  In 
return  for  their  obedience,  a«  iudividoals, 
they  will,  withont  a  doabt,  be  protected  iu 
the  ciijoviueiit  of  those  puss^'ssions  which 
they  have  improved  by  their  industry.  But 
Ik  teemt  to  im  yMooary  to  suppose  that,  in 
thb  state  of  things,  e2atmt  can  be  allowed  on 
tracts  of  country  on  whieh  they  hare  neither 
dwelt  w)Tfaad«xviprorement»,  m«rdy  hecaum 
they  h'tre  gtm  them  from  the  mountain,  or 
pamtd  than  in  the  chime.  Submitting  to 
the  lawg  of  the  States,  and  rt  <  eiving,  like 
nt'i'-r  eiti/  'iis.  protection  in  tlair  persons 
luid  |*rt»perty,  ihey  will  ere  long  become 
merged  m  the  mass  of  onr  popalaSon.** 

How  ▼olantaij''  their  emigntion 
ma  to  be,  and  what  aort  of  ^proteo- 
tion  in  tin  ir  ]>erBonB  and  property" 

thev  were  likelv  to  receive  in  case 
tliey  refused  t*^  "  abandon  the  graves 
of  their  fathers,  and  seek  a  Lome  in  a 
distant  land,"  let  tlie  laws  wLicL 
Georgia  proceeded  to  enact  bear  wit- 
ness. Grown  weary  of  awaiting  the 
operation  of  the  methoda  whezebj 
she  had  afaea^  leoured,  at  no  ooat  to 
BeneU^  the  (pradtial  acquisition  of 
the  greater  part  of  the  Indian  lands 
within  her  borders  when  she  acceded 
to  the  Union,  that  State  ]>a.'4sod  acts 
abolishing  the  goveriiinent  of  tlie 
Chcrokcts,  and  reducing  them  at  a 
word  to  the  condition  of  unprotected 
Tiiiwalfl  Their  lands  were  thereupon 
Aiided  into  oonntieB,  surveyed,  and 
cadered  to  be  distributed  hj  lottery 
^Ipoog  the  white  dtiaens  of  the  State, 


of  whom  each  was  to  have  a  ticket. 
A  reservation  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  to  each  head  of  a  Chero- 
kee family  was  made  ;  but  this  reser- 
vation conferred  or  recognized  only  a 
right  of  possesidon  during  the  good 
pleasure  of  the  State  LegislatoieU 
The  Indians,  whose  government  was 
thus  abolished,  were  allowed  no 
voice  in  that  to  which  they  were  arbi- 
trarily Bubjected ;  they  could  not  even 
give  testimony  in  a  Georgia  court, 
though  denied  a  resort  to  any  other. 
The  ft)rtunate  drawer  of  Cherokee 
lands  in  tlie  Georgia  State  lottery  was 
entitled  to  call  np<ni  the  QoTsmor  to 
pot  him  in  sommary  possession,  ex- 
pelling any  adverse  [Indian]  daiu- 
ant.  If  liiere  were  two  or  more 
antagonist  wkit6  claimants,  thc;ir  re- 
I  spective  claims  were  to  be  deliberately 
!  adjudicated  by  the  courts,  according 
to  the  dictates  of  ordinary  juriispru- 
dence.  If  any  one  sought  to  legally 
hold  or  reooyer  lands  against  a  claim- 
ant under  this  rule,  he  must  make 
express  affidavit  that  he 

"  was  not  liable  to  be  dispossossed  of 
land  by  or  under  any  oae  of  the  pruTisions 
>  of  the  said  act  of  the  General  Assembly 

of  Oeoririn.  ]>a.sse<l  DoccihIkt  20.  1883: 
*  *  *  in  wiiich  issue  tiie  persou  to  whom 
possession  of  said  land  was  delivored  shall 
'  join:  afidtrhirh  issue »h all  eonntitute  tht4lt^ 
tire  pleadinas  between  the  parties  ;  nor  »hM 
the  court  allote  any  matter  otJirr  than  is  eoi^ 
taiited  in  said  i«me  t^  be  placed  upon  the 
regular  Jilee  qf  mid  court ;  *  *  *  uor  shall 
sad  ooort,  at  the  instance  of  either  party, 
l)as3  any  order,  or  prant  any  injunction,  to 
Htay  said  cause,  nor  permit  to  be  ingr<\ft«il 
on  said  mum  tMg  vtk&r  prp09timg»  wnal^ 
every 

It  can  hardly  be  necessary  to  say 
that  the  sole,  unconcealed  object  of 
this  legislation  was  to  deprive  the 
Gherol&es  of  the  piotectioii  of  tlie 
oourts  of  the  United  States^  or  any 
adjudioation  tiberaln  tonching  their 
rights^  by  pteehidiDg  any  appeal  to 
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Baid  oonrte  for  the  sake  of  testing  the 
validity  of  these  aote  ot'  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Georgia. 

That  State  liad  already  decisively 
iudicuted  that,  if  unable  to  make  or 
eontrol  «axk  adjudiofttloii,  ahe  was 
ftbniidant]  J  ready  to  defy  it 

A  Cherokee  named  TaflBeOs  was  sr- 
xeated  on  a  Georgia  warrant  for  kill- 
ing another  Indian  within  the  Cher- 
okee territDrv.  His  eonnsel  obtained 
a  writ  of  error  from  a  United  States 
court,  requiring  Georgia  to  sliow  cause 
why  he  should  not  be  discharged  and 
Ida  oaee  remitted  to  tiie  Qhevokee  aa- 
tfaoritieB,aecogding  to  eiriBljng  treatiea. 
G«oigift  defied  the  writ  and  hmig  the 
Lidian.   And  this  finished  the  ca^e. 

Some  time  th^wafter,  two  inisaion- 
aries  of  tlio  American  Board  among 
theOherokees  were  arrested  on  a  Geor- 
gia process,  tried  for,  and  convicted 
of,  inciting  the  Indians  to  resit>t  the 
policy  of  the  State  of  G^igia  de- 
signed to  eflbot  tiie  ezpnkion  of  the 
Indians  from  her  soil.  They  were  of 
oonrae  sentenced  to  the  State  Prison. 
They  appealed  by  writ  of  error  to 
the  courts  of  the  Unite<l  States,  and 
the  final  adjudication  thereon  was 
had  before  tlie  Supreme  Court  at 
Washington,  the  decision  being  pro- 
nounced by  Chief  Justice  Marshall. 
It  was  entirely  in  fovor  of  the  mis- 
sionaries and  against  the  pretNisions 


of  Geoi^ia,  holding  that  the  treaties 
between  the  United  States  and  the 
Cherokees  were  valid  and  binding:,'  on 
all  the  States,  and  paramount  to  all 
State  laws,  according  to  that  provis- 
ion <^  tb^  Fedmtl  Oonstiftotion  which 
prescribes: 

ArtielA  VInl S.  This  Constitation,  and 
tho  Iaws  of  tb«  United  States  wMeh  shall  be 

made  in  pursuance  thereof;  and  n!l  treaties 
made,  or  which  shall  be  inado,  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  shal]  be  the 
guprernfi  laic  of  the  larxj ;  and  tho  judfjes  in 
every  State  shall  bo  bound  thereby,  anything 
in  the  coutitation  or  laws  of  any  State  to 
tho  ooatraiy  notwithstandipg." 


The  attorneys  for  the 
sought  to  have  this  judgment  enr 
forced,  bat  could  not.  General  Jack- 
son was  President,  and  would  do 
nothing  of  the  sort.  Well :  John 
Marsliall  has  made  his  decision: 
iwu)  let  him  en  force  itP*"  was  his 
commentary  on  the  matter.  So  the 
misrionaries  languished  years  in  |xr!^ 
on,  and  the  Cberokees  were  finally 
(1888)  driven  into  eodle^  in  defisaoe 
of  the  mandate  of  our  hi^^est  judi- 
cial tribunal. "  Georgia  was  permit* 
ted  to  violate  the  faitli  of  solemn 
treaties  and  defy  tlie  adjudi(uitions  of 
our  higliest  court.  South  Carolina 
was  put  down  in  a  siniilar  attempt: 
for  tiie  will  of  Andrew  Jackson,  not 
tiie  Oonsdtation,  wss  in  those  yeait 

the  supreme  law  of  the  land.'*  * 


<"  1  am  indebted  fur  this  I'act  to  thu  late  Uuv- 
George  V.  Wgga,  of  Massaebnestti^  irbo 

was  in  Wnsliing-ton  aa  a  memV>er  of  OOBgfSSB 
when  the  decision  was  rendcrod. 

"  Presideat  Jackson,  iu  his  llrst  Annnal  Mas- 
■igo^  almdjr  nferrod  to^  had  Mid: 

"A  portion  of  tlie  Southern  tribes,  haring: 
mingled  much  with  Ihf  wliiir.^.  and  made  Borne 
progress  iu  the  arts  of  civilized  hfe,  liave  latelv 
attempted  to  erect  an  independent  government 
vMiiii  tiM  fimlts  oftha  Statea  of  Gooigia  and 
Alabama." 

And  Colonel  Bonton,  in  his  "Thirty  Tears' 
Tiair,"  lays  (vol.     p.  164),  Qeiwral  Jaekaoa 


'"refused  to  sustuin  those  Soiitiiem  tribes  in 
their  attempt  to  sat  up  on  independent  govern- 
ment within  tLe  States  of  Alabama  and  Geur^'ia." 

Both  these  gentluaen  weU  knew — Ckilonel 
Benton  oonld  not  but  know — that  the  ChsrokMa 

only  claimed  or  sought  tba  rights  vhieh  thej 

liad  possessed  and  enjoyed  from  time  immemo- 
rial, which  were  solemnly  guaranteed  to  th^ 
hf  tnatf  altar  traaty,  triiereof  the  sobsiBting 

validity  a''d  pf^rtinence  were   cleari|y  aQluad 

by  the  trilmnu;  of  ultimate  resort. 

"  The  late  Jeremiah  Evarta,  long  the  efficient 
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IX. 


THE  RISE  AKD  PEOGBESS  OF  ABOLITIOIT. 


The  General  Congress  which  con- 
vened at  Philadelphia  in  1774,  framed 
articles  of  Associatiou  between  the 
eoloiiies,  otne  of  which  was  a  solemn 
agreement  **that  we  will  neither  im- 
port nor  purdiue  any  slave  imported 
after  the  let  of  December  next be- 
ing moved  thereto  by  State  action  of 
like  character,  wherein  Virginia  and 
!North  Carolina  were  honorably  con- 
spicuous. Most  of  the  States,  accord- 
ingly, prohibited  the  Slave -Trade 
during  or  soon  after  the  lievolution. 
Timn^^UNit  -tiie  war  Ibr  indepen- 
denee,  the  Bights  of  Man  were  pro- 
claimed as  ihe  great  objects  of  our 
struggle.  Qenend  Gates,  the  hero 
of  Saratoga,  emancipated  his  slaves 
in  1780.  The  first  recorded  Aboli- 
tion Sixicty — that  of  Pennsylvania 
— wa.s  lormed  in  1774.  The  New 
Fork  Mauumiiisiou  Society  was  found- 
«d  in  IW:  Jdba  Jaj  was  its  fint 
Fresidfint;  Alaxander  Hamiltoii  its 
second.  Bhode  Island  followed  in 
1786;  Maryland  in  1789;  Connecti- 
cut in  1790 ;  Virginia  in  1791 ;  New 
Jersey  in  1792.  The  discovery  that 
snch  60cietie:i  were  at  war  with  the 
Federal  Constitution,  or  with  the 
reciprocal  duties  of  citizens  of  the 
several  States,  was  not  made  till 
nearly  f  ^-tv  yean  afterward.  These 

of  CoBUQiBsionera  for  Foreign  Missions,  who  de- 
Totod  tlw  baak  of  his  lil^  to  the  eraao  of  the 

rhrrnlnm,  kaa  summed  up,  in  a  letter  to  a  sym- 
pathizing friend,  his  convictions  as  to  the  ulli- 
mate  cause  of  the  perfidy  and  oppression  of 
which  they  were  the  victims : 
I  "Without  that  disregard  of  human  rights 
which  ifl  to  bo  found  among  slaveholders  onlv, 
nothing  oould  liave  lioen  done  against  the  Indi- 
IDS;  and  without  the  base  sorrendar  of  ail  pcr- 


Aholition  Societies  were  largely  com- 
posed of  the  most  eminent  as  well  as 
the  worthiejst  citizens.  Among  tliem 
were,  in  Maryland,  Sanyiel  Chase, 
a  stgner  of  the  Deolaiatioii,  and 
Lntiur  Vartin,  one  of  the  framew 
of  the  Oonstitation;  in  Delaware^ 
James  A.  Bayard,'  afterward  in 
Congress,  and  Caesar  A.  Rodney, 
who  becfune  Attorney-General.  The 
Pennsylvania  Society  had  Benja- 
min Franklin  for  its  President, 
and  Benjamin  Bush  for  Secretary 
— hoth  signers  of  the  Dedaration. 
This,'  among  other  siieh  sodetiesi 
memorialised  the  first  Federal  Oon> 
gress,  then  sitting  at  Philadelphia^ 
against  SlATeiy,  asking 

"that  you  will  bo  pleased  to  conntonanco 
the  roBtoratiou  to  libertjr  of  those  nnh^py 
men  who,  alone  in  this  uad  of  freedom,  are 

degraded  into  porpetuiil  bondnjro,  and  who, 
amid  the  general  joy  of  8urroaDdin<^  free- 
mea,  are  groaning  in  lervile  snl^ection; 
that  yon  will  devise  means  for  removing 
this  inconsiutcncr  of  character  from  tbo 
AoMrioan  people;  that  you  will  promote 
mercy  and  justice  toward  this  distressed 
race;  and  that  you  will  step  to  the  very 
▼erge  of  Uub  power  vested  in  you  for  di»- 
conraging  every  species  of  traffic  in  the  pei^ 
sons  of  our  fellow-men." 

Congress  conrteouply  received  this 
and  siinilar  memorials,  calmly  con- 
sidered them,  and  decided  that  it  had 
no  power  to  abolish  SlaTeiy  in  the 

Bonal  dignity  and  independence  to  tho  oapricious 
mandate  of  pwrt^  discipline,  the  Blavoholders 
would  not  bare  received  aid  enoogh  to  imtj 
their  point*'— qf  JtrmUA  BwA 
1846^pk8ST. 

» ftttter  of  one  of  her  pieiit  U.  8. 

*  nenklia,  then  84  yean  of  ege^  (%ned  this 

momorial  on  tbo  3d  of  Febmary,  1794^  enddisd 
on  tho  17th  of  April  ihUowing; 
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Stat(  >  Avhifli  sawfit  to  authorize  and 
cherish  it.  There  was  no  excitement, 
no  menace,  no  furv.  Soutli  Carolina 
and  Georgia,  of  coiu'se,  opposed  the 
prayer,  but  in  parliamentary  lan- 
guage. It  is  noteworthy,  that  among 
tiioee  who  leaned  fbrthest  toward  the 
petitionerB  were  Meflsn.  Parker  and 
Page,  of  Vuginian- tihe  latter  in  due 
time  her  Governor.  Tliey  niged,  not 
that  the  prayer  should  be  granted, 
but  that  the  memorial  bo  referred, 
9    and  respectfully  considered. 


Vermont  framed  a  State  Constitu- 
tion in  1777,  and  embodied  in  it  a 
Bill  of  Kights,  whereof  the  first  arti- 
de  predoded  Slaveiy. 

Ma"<sa<'hn setts  framed  a  eonstitn- 
tion  in  1780,  wherein  was  em])odied 
a  Declaration  of  Bights,  afitrming 
that  ' 

"  All  men  are  bom  free  and  eqaal,  and 
have  certain  natoral,  essentia],  and  inaliena- 
ble ri^'lits,  niijonp  which  are  the  ritrlit  of 
ergo^'iuff  and  defending  their  lives  and  liber- 
ties, ana  that  of  acqwiriug,  poflsessiug,  and 
proteotiiig  propertj." 

The  Supreme  Oonrt  of  that  State, 
npon  the  first  case  arising  which  in- 
rolved  the  qncstion.  decided  that  this 
provisiini  had  abolished  Slavery. 

Kew  llampshire  was,  in  like  man- 
ner, held  to  have  abolislied  Slavery 
bj  her  Constitution,  iramed  in  1783. 

Pennflylyania  passed  a  Gradual 
Emancipation  Act,  Harch  1,  1780. 
All  persons  bom  in  that  State  after 
that  day,  were  to  be  free  at  the  age 
of  twenty -eight. 

Tthode  Island  provided  by  law  that 
all  pci*sons  born  in  that  State  after 
March,  1784,  should  be  free. 

Connecticut,  in  1784,  passed  an 
act  providing  for  graduid  AboMon. 
She  had  still  two  tiiousand  seven 
hundred  andfifty-nineslaveBin  1790. 


New  York  provided  for  Gradual 
Emancipation  in  1799.  In  1817,  a 
further  act  was  passed,  decreeing  that 
there  should  be  no  Slavery  in  the 
State  alter  the  4th  of  July,  1827. 
Ten  thousand  slaves  were  set  free  at 
onoe  by  this  act 

Kew  Jersey  passed  an  act,  in  1804, 
designed  to  put  an  end  to  Slaverj. 
It  was  Ro  very  gradual  in  its  opera- 
tion, that  the  census  of  1840  reported 
six  hundred  and  seventy-four  slaves 
as  still  held  in  that  State. 

The  frequently  reiterated  Southern 
assertion  that  the  Xorthem  States 
''sold  their  slaves  to  the  South,  and 
then  abolished  Slavery,"  is  abundant* 
lyreftited.  Pennsylvania,  Kew  York, 
and  doubtless  most  other  States,  by 
their  acts  of  emancipation,  imposed 
severe  penalties  on  the  exportation 
of  plavcfi.  Delaware,  though  a  Slave 
State,  long  since  did.  and  still  does, 
the  same. 


The  NortJi  emerged  from  the  Mis- 
souri struggle  chafed  and  mortified. 

It  felt  that,  with  Right  and  Power 
both  on  its  side,  it  had  been  badly 
beaten,  through  the  treachery  of  cer- 
tain of  its  own  representative?*,  whom 
it  ]iroceeded  to  deal  with,  accordingly. 
Few,  indeed — hardly  one — of  those 
^Northern  niembers  who  had  sided 
with  the  South  in  that  struggle  were 
reelected.  That  lesson  given,  what 
more  could  be  done?  Missouri  was 
in  the  Union,  and  could  not  be  turned 
out.  Arkansas  was  organized  as  a 
Slave  Territory,  and  would  in  due 
time  become  a  Slave  State.  hat 
use  in  protracting  an  agitation  which 
had  no  longer  a  definite  object  ?  Mr. 
Monroe  had  just  been  reelected  P^resi- 
dent,  and  the  hamiony  of  the  party 
would  be  disturbed  by  pennitting 
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the  feud  to  become  chronic.  Those 
who  perpetuated  it  would  be  most 
unlikely  to  share  bounteously  in  the 
distribution  of  Federal  offic*es  and 
honors.  Then  a  new  Presidential 
contest  began  to  loom  up  in  the  dis- 
tance, and  all  manner  of  a^^eculations 
"were  current,  and  hopes  were  buoy-  , 
ant,  with  regard  to  it.  Yet  more : 
tlie  Cotton  cultiu^  was  rfipidly  ex- 
panding, and  with  it  Southern  trade, 
bringing  the  Northern  seaports  more 
and  more  under  their  tsway. 

There  had  been  an  eftbrt,  in  1817, 
to  secure  the  passage  through  Con- 
gress of  a  more  effective  Fugitive 
Slave  Law,  which  was  defeated,  after 
a  most  spirited  discussion.  In  1820 
(March  9th),  the  subject  of  Slavery 
waa  brought  before  the  House  by  Mr. 
Edward  Everett — then  a  new  and 
very  young  member  from  Mas^aclui- 
setts — who  incidentally  expressed  his 
hostility  to  all  projects  of  \'iolent  Abo- 
lition, his  readiness  to  shoulder  a  nuis- 
ket  to  put  down  a  slave  insurrection, 
and  Ida  con\'iction,  with  regard  to 
Slavery,  that,  '*  lohtle  it  subsists, 
where  it  subsists,  its  d»iti«e  are  prc- 
Bupposed  and  sanctioned  by  religion,'' 
etc.,  etc.  But  this  stnmge  outburst, 
instead  of  being  gratefully  hailed  and 
welcomed,  was  repelled  and  reprobat- 


ed by  the  South.  Mr.  Mitchell,  of 
Tennessee,  though  himself  a  slave- 
holder, pointedly  dissented  from  it. 
Mr.  C.  C.  Cambrclcng,  of  New  York, 
(a  North  Caroliuiaa  by  birth  and 
training),  said: 

T!ie  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has 
gone  too  tar.  Ho  ha.s  exjtrcssed  opiDioDS 
which  ought  not  to  oscnpo  aniinfiilvcrsion. 
I  hcjinl  tlicin  with  great  surprise  and  regret. 
I  was  ostoiiisliod  to  hear  him  declaro  that 
Slavery — domestic  Slavery — say  what  you 
will,  is  a  condition  of  lite,  as  well  as  any 
other,  to  bo  justified  by  morality,  religion, 
and  intorDational  law,''  etc.,  etc. 

And  John  Randolph,  of  Virginia 
— himself  a  life-long  slaveholder  and 
opponent  of  the  North — saw  lit  to 
say  : 

"Sir,  T  envy  neither  the  head  nor  tho 
heart  of  tliut  man  fron»  the  North,  who  rises 
here  to  defend  Slavery  upon  priucipl©." 

So  that,  so  lute  as  1S2G,  tlie  doc- 
trine of  the  essential  righteousness  and 
beneficence  of  Slavcrv'  had  not  yet 
been  accepted  in  any  quarter.* 


Virginia,  in  1820,  assembled*  a 
Convention  of  her  peojjle  to  revise 
their  Constitution.  E.v-President 
James  Monroe*  was  chosen  to  ]>re.side, 
and  was  conducted  to  the  'cluiir  by 
ex-President  James  Madison  and 
Chief  Justice   Marshall.    The  tirst 


•  Roger  Brooke  Taney — now  Chief  Jiiatico  i>f 
tlie  TTaited  States — in  dcfeQding  us  a  hiwyer,  in 
1818,  before  a  Maryland  court,  Rev.  Jacob  0 ru- 
ber, charged  with  anti-Slavery  iuculeatiuns  and 
acta,  thus  happily  set  forth  the  old  Ilevululion- 
ary  idea  of  Slarery,  and  the  obliguliotis  it  im- 
poses: 

"  A  liard  necessity,  indeed,  compels  us  to  en- 
dure tho  evila  of  Slavery  for  a  time.  It  wa-^ 
impoeed  upon  us  by  another  Daiion,  whilo  yoi 
we  were  in  a  state  of  colouiul  vuiiHalago.  It  can- 
not bo  eaaily  or  suddenly  removed.  Yot,  while 
it  continues,  it  ia  a  blot  on  our  nntionnl  chars'^- 
Ver,  and  every  real  lover  of  freedom  oonfldently 
hopea  that  it  will  be  effectually,  thoufsrh  it  rauHt 
b©  gfradually,  wiped  away,  and  earnestly  looks 
for  tho  means  by  which  this  ncooasary  object 


may  ho  attained.  And,  until  it  shall  \><'  nccom- 
phwhed,  uiilil  the  time  crtnjo  when  wu  can  jKiint 
without  a  bhi.sli  to  the  languuv:).*  ticld  in  llio 
Declaration  i»f  Iii'lcpcnil'-n'-e,  every  friend  of 
humanity  will  tseek  to  li;,'liten  the  K'alling  chain 
of  Shivery,  and  hotter,  to  tho  utmost  of  lu3 
power,  the  wretched  comiition  of  tho  sJuvo." 

*\i  nidimoiiil,  October  ollu 

*Mr.  Monror>,  in  n  speorli  (Kovpmhor  2d),  on 
tho  Da-sis  of  Hopro.senUitiwii,  naid,  incidentally  of 
Slavery : 

"  No  imputatir>n  can  be  east  on  Virginia  in 
this  tiiattor.  SJie  did  all  tliat  it  was  in  lier  |>owor 
to  do  to  jfTciUHt  th'i  ^xUn.wn  uj  St'uo-y,  and  lo 
mitigate  itd  evils  )K>  far  od  bUo  could.'' 
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earnest  collision  was  on  the  Wliite 
£asii*,  80  called — that  is,  on  the  pro- 
pofiition  that  representation  and  po- 
litioal  poirar  dioiild  be  ipportioiiml 
to  tbd  eevenl  oirantMB  on  tiie  btfb 
of  their  WlutepopulatiGii  alone.  The 
Committee  on  the  Legislative  depart- 
ment deci<led  in  favor  of  the  Wlute 
Basis  by  13  to  11 — James  Mndisnn's 
vote  giving  that  side  tlio  iiuijurity  ;  ! 
but  he  voted  also  against  the  White 
Basis  fi)r  the  Senate,  making  a  tie  on 
that  point.  A  Btrong  excitement 
liaving  arisen  on  this  qneation,  Gen- 
eral  Bobert  R  Taylor,  of  Norfolk,  an 
advocate  of  the  Wliite  fiagis,  resigned, 
and  his  seat  waa  filled  by  Hugh  B. 
Grigsbv,  of  opposite  viewB.  .  At 
lengtli,*  the  Convention  came  to  a 
vote,  on  the  j)roposition  of  a  Mr.  ' 
Green,  of  Culj)epper,  that  the  White 
Basis  be  stricken  out,  and  the  Feder- 
al Baais  (the  white  inhabitants  with 
*'thiee-fiftfa8  of  all  other  personO 
be  sabstitated.  This  was  defeated— 
Yeas  47  (inclnding  Grigsby  aiRxre- 
oaid) ;  If aja  49 — every  dele^ste  Tot- 
ing. Among  the  Yeas  were  ex- 
President  Madison,  Chief  Justice 
Marshall,  Benjamin  Watkina  Leigh, 
Philip  P.  iiarbour,  John  Kandolph 
of  Roanoke,  William  B.  Giles,  John 
Tyler,  eta  Among  the  Nays  {for 
the  l¥hite  Basis)  were  ex-Pkesident 
Monroe,  Philip  Doddridge,  Charles 
F.  Meroor,  Chapman  Johnson,  Lewis 
Summers,  etc.  As  a  rule,  "Western 
(comparatively  Pree)  Yiiginia  voted 

•November  ICth. 

'Ilexokiali  Xika,  in  hia  TTt  d/;/  Re ijister  oT  Oo- 
tsber  31,  lii29,  thu3  forcibl/  depicted  the  mo- 
nMntom  Imum  for  Ylrginb  and  ib»  oodntrj, 
fbMI  hiagil^p  en  tlio  Ptnifrplf  in  ■Richmond: 

••ViRonriA  C0XVE.VT10X. — The  committees 
haying  chiefly  reported,  'the  tug  of  wta*  between 
tbib  "rtd  lights'  and  the  new  has  commenced ;  and 
flw  ^Wition  is  to  be  settled  whether  trees  and 
•tQai%  «ad  tiUtnij  dMrions  aT  knd,  wIOl 


for  the  Wliite  Basis,  with  some  help 
from  the  East ;  and  it  waa  coni})uted 
that  the  majority  represented  402,631 
of  Ftem  PopnlatioB,  and  the  minority 
bat  980,000.  But  iheninoihjrwai 
ilrong  hk  inteUeok,  in  nnmbera,  and 
in  resolution,  and  it  foi^t  desperate- 
ly through  weeka  ot  earnest  debate 
and  skillftil  maneuyering.  President 
!  Monroe,  in  Dororabcr,  roRicrned  the 
cliair,  and  his  seat,  and  his  constit- 
uents oti'ered  the  latter  to  General  R. 
B.  Taylor  aforesaid,  who  declined, 
when  it  wis  gim  tt^  a'lfr.  Oabeme. 
Finallj,  a  proposition  by  MriV^xOt' 
(afterward  Seentaiy  of  State)  waa  10 
amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gordon, 
as  to  prescribe,  arbitrarily,  that  thir- 
teen Senators  gbould  be  apportioned 
to  counties  west  of  the  Bine  Ridge, 
and  nineteen  to  tliose  east  of  it,  with 
a  corresponding  allotment  of  Dele- 
gates in  four  parocda  to  mioiia 
natnral  divinona  of  the  6tal«^'«nd 
wa8eaRiedby66Teaato41  Naya-* 
a  motion  that  the  Senate  apportion- 
ment be  based  on  Federal  numbers, 
and  that  for  the  House  on  the  White 
population,  liuving  first  been  voted 
down — 48  to  48.  So  tlie  effort  of 
the  West,  and  of  the  relatively  non- 
slaveholding  sections  of  Virginia,  to 
wrest  polidcal  power  ftom.  the  aiwB- 
holding  oligarchy  of  the  tide-water 
counties,  was  defeated,  despite  the 
sanguine  promise  at  the  outset ;  and 
the  Old  Dominion  sunk  again  into 
the  arms  of  the  n^gio-breederL* 

dmoflt  as  senseless  herds  of  l  lack  slavos,  or  tlM 
flree,  tax-poyiog  initabitaDts  of  tlie  State,  diatt 
have  poktical  power.   Very  bnportattt  ersnta' 

will  grow  out  of  this  convention,  and  their  effect 
will  not  bo  txinlincd  to  Virginia.  We  hope  and 
bolicve,  that  tbo  free  white  population  of  the 
State  will  be  adopted  «8  the  buia  qf  repreaeotft* 
tioB  in  the  popalar  brandi  of  the  legfislatoi*  ■  - 
indeed,  it  cannot  bo  p/^ular  Tv  ithout  it ;  but  per- 
haps the  Senate  maj  be  apportioned  according 

to  *ibdenl  iinmtai^' tawUtt  tbn»-flfths€r  tiM 
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Somd  jttnhMetGa  1881-8),  on  ths 
occurrence  <»f  the  uaye  innimotion  in 
Southampton  eoimtj,  known  as  Nat. 

Tnmer'?,  her  people  were  arouRed  to 
a  fresh  and  vivid  conception  of  the 
perils  and  evils  of  Slaver}',  and  her 
Legislature,  i'ov  a  time,  seemed  on  the 
point  of  inaugurating  a  syBtem  of 
€hgidad^Ba>»iMifialup ;  bnt  the  im- 
pttte  WinaDfy  dk^  with  diffi- 
Adl3Pj^^illtlx>rae.  Several  who  have 
since  cast  in  their  lotr  with  the  Slave- 
holders' Rebellion — among^  them  Jas. 
C.  Faulkner,  late  Minister  to  Eng- 
land— at  that  time  spoke  earnestly 
and  ft»reibly  for  Emancipation,  as  an 
imperative  necessity.  And  thid  is 
BoteniwthyM  the  last  aeriooB  efibrt 
1i9*^f«tttioians  of  any  Slave  StateF 
to  rid  her  d  the  giant  eime,  prior  to 
the  ontbreak  of  the  Skreholders'  Be- 
hellion.  * 


Benjamin  Lu.ni'Y  (loserve.^  the  lilirh 
honor  of  ranking  as  the  ])i<:>necr  uf 
direct  and  diatinctive  Anti-Slavery 

daves  aro  counted.  If  tho  latter  may  stand  ns 
•  peace-offoriti^^  t')  tho  depaniag  power  of  the 
mk  l^ht^  we  wotilii  let  them  have  it — in  a  fow 
ymn,  under  a  Uberal  CoustitatioD,  the  Aw  pop* 
idkfioii  of  ndddle  and  weateni  Vir^is  will  be 
■o  ini^Tf  a«cd.  that  the  power  in  t!io  Senate,  do- 
rired  fr  ria  slaves,  will  not  be  irijiiri<)iisl>'  felt. 
jLad  tlica  v.  ill  tho  taetieimB,  who  huro  kept  Vir- 
I^Bift  back  half  •  oentMrj*  oompared  with  New 
lock  and  PeDnsylTania.  dtaappaar,  and  ffive 
ifaoa  to  prnrl  c  tl  men — flien  will  roads  and  ca- 
MIi  bo  made,  domestic  manufactures  encoiir- 
and,  and  a  f roo  and  virtuous  and  laborious  pco- 
f[b  giva  wealth  and  power  and  tecurity  to  the 
«Biiuuuiiwwiltn  the  *otd  ItRnBies,'  as  they  are 
called — person^?  much  pnrtakinpof  tho  rhar:ifter 
of  tho  old  nobility  of  Franco.  inU^dlo  and  iiunr- 
ripiblo — pass  aw  ay,  an<i  u  healtliful  and  happy, 
fenU  and  inteliigeat  middto  olaas  rise  ap  to 
•weeCen  and  invigont6  notSttf,  bjr  randering 
labor  h^nnrnlilo:  and  I?'''hmor.d  will  not  any 
longror  lx>  Ai.L  Viri?inia,  an  a  dintinj'^fshed  (fcn- 
tJe.Tian  n-'-d  ta  profL-ilm.  in  mattr^r.s  (  f  pnlitics 
or  policy.  The  moral  eflbcts  of  those  things  over 
tta  alanre  population  of  VltKlnla^  and  in  tho  ad- 
jacent StatM,  are  hardly  to  ho  TOlfilatnd.  Tho 
prcsenco  of  nurn«'r(>tis  slaves  is  itieompatiblo 
with  that  of  a  iiuraorous  free  population;  and  it 
ii  ahown  that  the  lahor  of  the  latter,  in  all  the 


I  in  America.  ICttltj  iiriio  fived  before 

and  cotemporary  yrildk  Yum  were  Ab- 
olitioniBti :  but  he  was  the  first  of  our 
conntrymen  who  devoted  his  life  and 
all  hU  powers  oxchiisivoly  to  the  cause 
of  the  shive.  Born  in  Sussex  county, 
New  Jersey,  January  4,  1789,  of 
Quaker  parents,  whose  ancestors  for 
several  generattooB  bad  lived  and  died 
in  this  ooimtrj,  be  injured  binueli^ 
while  still  a  mere  boy,  hj  eseessiTe 
labor  on  his  father's  farm,  incurring 
thereby  a  partial  lose  of  hearing,  from 
which  he  never  recovered.  Slight  in 
frame  and  below  the  common  hirrht, 
unaiiouming  in  manner  and  gentle  in 
spirit,  he  gave  to  the  cause  of  Emanci- 
pation neither  wealth,  nor  eloquence, 
nor  loftjr  aUIitiei^  he  bad  them 
not;  bnt  his  eoorage^  penereranoe^ 
and  devotion  were  nnsorpassed ;  and 
these  combined  to  render  him  a  for- 
midable, though  disregarded  if  not 
despised,  antagonist  to  onr  national 
crime.  Loavini;  his  futhcr'.s  farm  at 
nineteen  years  of  age,  he  wandered 

important  operation-;  of  ngric.ilture  or  tin?  arts, 
exwpt  the  cultivation  of  cotton,  sut^ar,  tobacco, 
and  rice  (aa  at  present  carried  on),  is  the  cheap- 
cat  and  the  heetw  And  in  truth,  it  would  not 
perhaps  be  stralnhi^  the  fhots  too  far,  to  exprMS 
an  opinion,  tliat  tho  grcatct  qtifstion  before  the 
Virginia  conveution  is,  tho  perpetual  duration 
of  nc{nt>  elaverj,  or  the  increase  of  a  genarooB 
and  flrae  white  popnUaini." 

*In  1349,  when  Kentucky  revised  her  Strt* 
Constitution,  Henry  Clay  formally  renewed  the 
appeal  in  favor  of  Gradual  Emancipation,  which 
he  had  made,  when  a  very  young  man,  oa  the 
occasion  of  her  organization  as  a  .'^tato;  hut  the 
response  from  the  people  was  feeble  and  ineilect- 
ive.  Ddaware  has  ropoatedly  endeavored  to 
rid  hor?rlf  of  Slavery  by  legislation;  but  parti- 
san Den^i^craoj  haa  uniformly  oppoeed  and  de- 
feated every  moreoientlooVin?  to  this  end.  She^ 
though  slavcholding,  ha.s  for  sixty  years  or  more 
been  tnily,  emphatically,  a  Border  State.  Sla- 
very liaa  only  been  kept  ao  long  alive  vrithin  her 
limit!  fbr  ^e  benefit  and  by  tiie  •tamraoni 
efforts,  of  the  Demoonlio  party.  littliowert* 
dently  near  its  end. 
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"Westward  to  Wheeling,  Virginia, 
■where,  during  the  next  four  yeart*, 
he  learned  the  trade  of  a  saddler, 
and  gained  an 'insight  into  fhe  ornel- 
ties  and  viflainieB  of  slayeholding — 
Whieeling  being  at  that  time  a  great 
thovongli&re  for  negro^traders  and 
their  prey  on  their  route  from  Mary- 
land and  Virginia  to  the  lower  Mis- 
sissippi. Before  he  made  Wlieoh'ng 
liifi  lionie,  lie  liad  spent  Rome  time  at 
Mount  Pleasant,  Oliio,  whither  he 
returned  after  learning  liis  trade, 
and  remained  Uieire  two  years,  dur- 
ing which  he  married  a  young  wo- 
man of  like  Bpirit  to  hia  own.  He 
then,  after  a  long  visit  to  his  father 
in  Kew  Jersey,  settled  at  St.  Ciaira- 
ville,  Ohio,  near  "Wlieeling,  and 
opened  a  shop,  by  which  in  four 
years  he  made  about  three  thousand 
dollars  above  his  expenses,  iind,  witli 
a  loving  wife  and  two  children,  waa 
as  happy  and  contented  with  hk  lot 
aa  any  man  need  be.        ^ ' 

But  the  impression  made  on  his 
mind  by  hia  eflEperiences  of  Slavery 
in  Wheeling  could  not  be  shaken  off 
nor  resisted.  In  tlie  year  1815,  when 
twenty-six  years  of  age,  he  organized 
an  aTiti-Slavery  association  known 
as  the  Union  Humane  Society," 
wheieof  the  fint  meeting  waa  held 
at  hia  own  hooae,  and  consisted  of 
but  five  or  six  persons.  Within  a  few 
months,  its  numbere  were  s\\  e]lod  to 
four  or  five  hundred,  and  included 
the  best  and  most  prominent  citizens 
of  Belmont  and  tlie  adjacent  coun- 
ties. Lundy  wrote  an  appeal  to  plii- 
lantliropists  on  the  subject  of  SJavery, 
which  waa  first  printed  on  the  4th  of 
January,  1816,  being  his  twenty-aev- 
enth  birthday.  Short  and  simple  as 
it  waS|  it  contained  the  germ  of  the 
entire  anti-Slaveoy  movenient.  A 


weekly  journal  entitled  T/ie  Philan- 
thropifit  was  soon  atler  started  at 
Mount  Pleasant  by  Charleys  Osborne; 
and  Lundy,  at  the  editor's  invitation, 
oontribnted  to  its  bolnmns,  mainly  by 
selections.  •  In  a  fern  months,  he  waa 
urged  by  Osborne  to  join  him  in  the 
newspaper  entefpris^and  finally  con- 
sented to  do  80,  remonng  to  Mount 
Pleasant,  Meantime,  lie  made  a  voy- 
age to  St.  Louis  in  a  flat-boat  to  dis- 
pose of  liis  stock  of  saddlery.  Arriv- 

I  iug  at  that  city  in  the  fidl  of  181.9, 
when  the  whole  region  waa<ooaynlsed.  - 
by  the  Hissoori.  Question,  he  waa 
impelled  to  write  on  the  side  there 
unpopular  in  the  journals  of  the  day. 
His  speculation  proved  unfortunate 
— the  whole  We>t.  and,  indeed,  the 
whole  country,  being  tlieii  involved 
in  a  commercial  convidsion,  with 
trade  stagnant  and  almost  every  one 
bankrupt.  He  returned  to  his  home 
on  foot  during  the  ensuing  winter, 
having  been  absent  nearly  two  years, 
and  lost  all  he  waa  worth. 

Meantime,  Osborne,  tired  of  his 
thankless  and  profitless  vocation,  had 
sold  out  liis  esta])li>hment,  and  it  had 
been  removed  to  Jonesborough,  Ten- 
nessee, where  his  newspaper  took  the 
title  of  Tfte  Emaiudpator.  I^undy 
removed,  aa  he  had  purposed,  to 
Mount  Pleasant,  and  Ihere  started, 
in  January,  1831,  a  monthly  entitled 
The  Gcnixift  (jf  Unwersal  Emnnri- 
pation.  lie  commenced  it  with  six 
suliseribers :  himself  ignorant  of  prints 

!  ing  and  without  materials ;  having 
his  work  done  at  Steuben ville,  twenty 
miles  distant;  traveling  thither  fre- 
quently on  foot,  and  returning  with 
hia  edition  on  his  back.  Four  months 
later,  he  had  a^very  considerable  sub- 
scription list.  About  this  time,  Elihu 
Embree^  who  had  started  Ths  £manr 
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cipaior  in  Tennessee,  died,  and  Lundy 
waa  urged  to  go  thither,  unite  tlic 
two  journals,  and  print  them  hinisell' 
from  the  materials  of  TJie  £m<incipa- 
ior.  He  consented,  and  made  the 
journey  of  eight  hundred  miles,  one- 
half  on  foot  and  the  rest  by  water. 
At  Junesborough,  he  learned  the  art 
of  printing,  and  was  soon  issuing  a 
■weekly  newspaper  beside  The  Oenius^ 
and  a  monthly  agricultural  work.  He 
removed  his  family  a  few  months  later, 
and  East  Tennessee  was  thencefor- 
ward liis  home  for  nearly  tliree  years, 
during  which  Tfie  Genius  of  Univer- 
sal £nutncipation  was  the  only  di.<tinc- 
tively  and  exclusively  anti-Shivery  pe- 
riodical isjiued  in  the  United  States, 
constantly  increasing  in  circulation 
and  influence.  And,  thougli  often 
threatened  with  personal  assault,  and 
once  shut  up  in  a  private  room  with 
two  ruffians,  who  undertook  to  bully 
him  into  some  concession  by  a  flour- 
ish of  deadly  weapons,  he  was  at  no 
time  subjected  to  mob  violence  or 
legal  ]>rosecution.  * 

In* the  winter  of  1823-4,  the  first 
American  Convention  for  the  Alx>li- 
tion  of  Slavery  was  held  in  Philadel- 
phia; and  Lundy  made  the  journey 
of  six  hundred  miles  and  back  on 
purpose  t<j  attend  it.  During  liis 
tour,  he  decided  on  transferring  liis 
establishment  to  Baltimore  ;  and,  in 
the  summer  of  1824,  kna]>sack  on 
shoulder,  he  set  out  on  foot  for  that 
city.  On  the  way,  he  delivered,  at 
Deep  Creek,  North  Carolina,  his  first 
public  address  against  Slavery,  lie 
Bpoke  in  a  beautiful  grove,  near  the 
Friends'  meeting-house  at  that  place, 
directly  after  divine  worship ;  and  the 
audience  were  so  well  satisfied  that 
they  invited  him  to  speak  again,  in 
their  place  of  worship.  Before  this 
8 


second  meeting  adjourned,  an  anti- 
Slavery  society  was  formed  ;  and  he 
proceeded  to  hold  fifteen  or  twenty 
similar  meetings  at  other  places  with- 
in that  State.  In  one  instance,  he 
spoke  at  a  house-raising ;  in  another, 
at  a  militia  muster.  Here  an  anti- 
Slavery  society  of  fourteen  members 
was  thereupon  formed,  with  the  cap- 
tain of  the  militia  compan}'  for  its 
President.  One  of  his  meetings  was 
held  at  Kaleigh,  the  capital.  Before 
he  had  left  the  State,  he  had  organ- 
ized twelve  or  fourteen  Abolition  So- 
cieties. Ho  continued  his  journey 
through  Virginia,  holding  several 
meetings,  and  organizing  societies — 
of  couree,  not  very  numerous,  nor 
composed  of  the  most  iniluential  ]>cr- 
sons.  It  is  probable  that  his  Quaker 
brethren  suj»j)lied  him  witli  introduc- 
tions from  place  to  place,  and  that 
his  meetings  were  held  at  the  points 
where  violent  oj (position  was  least 
likelv  to  be  oftered. 

He  reached  Baltimore  about  the  1st 
of  October,  and  issued  on  the  10th 
Xo.  1  of  Volume  IV.  of  the  "Ge- 
nius," which  continucMl  to  be  well  sup- 
ported, though  receiving  little  encou- 
ragement from  Baltimore  its<.'lf.  A 
year  afterward,  it  began  to  be  is»ued 
w^eeklv. 

Lundy  visited  lluvti  in  the  latter 
jmrt  of  182.'>,  ixi  order  to  make  ar- 
rangements there  the  reception  of 
{I  number  of  slaves,  whose  inasters 
were  willing  to  c'niiinci])ate  them  on 
condition  of  tluir  rtmoval  from  the 
country — in  fact,  were  not  allowed, 
by  the  laws  of  their  resjiectivc  States, 
to  free  them  otherwise,  ik'ing  de- 
tained longer  than  he  hu<l  expected, 
he  was  met,  on  his  return  t<»  Balti- 
more, with  tidings  of  the  dcatli  of  his 
wifu,  after  gi\Tug  birth  to  twins,  and 
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hastened  to  his  dwelling  to  tiiid  it  en- 
tirelv  deserted,  hh  five  childivn  liav- 
ing  been  distributed  among  his 
friends.  In  that  hour  of  intense  af- 
fliction, lie  renewed  biB  aolemn  tow 
to  devote  Bis  entire  enei^ea  to  the 
canse  of  the  elave,  and  to  efforts  de- 
B^nedto  awaken  his  oonntrvnien  to  a 
sense  of  their  responsibility  and  their 
danger.  In  1^2^,  he  traveled  east- 
ward, lecturing  and  ^soliciting  pub- 
seriborrf  to  his  ''Geniu<.''  and  calling, 
in  New  York,  on  Arthur  Tappan, 
William  Goodell,  and  other  anti- 
Slavery  men.  At  Boston,  he  oonld 
hear  of  no  AholitionistB,  hut  made 
the  acqnaintanoe,  at  his  boarding- 
house,  of  William  Lloyd  Garrison, 
\  a  fellow-boarder,  whose  attention  had 
not  previously  been  drawn  to  the 
Slavery  question,  but  who  readily 
embraced  his  views.  He  visited  suc- 
oeaeively  most  of  the  clergymen  of 
Boston,  and  indneed  d^t  of  them, 
belonging  to  varions  sects,  to  meet 
him.  All  of  them,  on  explanation, 
approved  his  labors,  and  snbseribed 
for  his  periodical ;  and,  in  the  course 
of  a  few  days,  thev  aided  him  to  hold 
an  an ti  Slavery  meeting,  which  was 
largely  attended.  At  the  close  of  his 
remarks,  several  clergymen  expressed 
a  general  ooncnrrenoe  in  his  views. 
He  extended  his  jonmey  to  New 
Hampshire  and  Maine,  lecturing 
where  he  could,  and  obtaining  some 
encouragement.  He  spoke  also  in 
the  principal  towns  of  Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island,  and  Connecticut ;  and, 
on  his  homeward  mute,  traversed  the 
State  of  Xew   York,  speaking  at 


j  Pouglikeepsie,  Albany,*  Lockport, 
Utica.  and  Buflalo,  reaching  Balti- 
more late  in  October. 

Lnndy  made  at  least  one  other 
visit  to  Hayti,  to  oolonise  emancipat- 
ed slaves ;  was  beatoi  neailyto  death 
in  Baltimore  by  a  slave>trader,  on 
whose  conduct  he  liad  commented  in 
terras  which  seemed  disrespectful  to 
the  profession ;  was  flattered  by  the 
judcre's  assurance,  when  the  trader 
came  to  be  tried  for  the  a.ssault,  that 
"  he  [L.j  had  got  nothing  more  than 
he  deserved  and  he  made  two  long 
joumeys  throng  Texas,  to  the  Mexi- 
can departments  across  the  Bio 
Grande,  in  quest  of  a  suitable  lo- 
cation on  which  to  plant  a  colony 
of  freed  blacks  from  the  United 
States,  but  without  success.  He 
traveled  in  good  part  on  foot,  ol>- 
serving  the  strictest  economy,  and 
supporting  himself  by  working  at 
saddlery  and  harness-mending,  titxm 
place  to  place,  as  circumstances  re- 
quired. Meantime,  he  had  beoi 
compelled]  to  remove  his  paper  irora 
Baltimore  to  Washington;  and  final- 
ly  (in  1S3G\  to  Philadelidiia,  where 
it  was  entitled  77u'  National  In- 
quirer^ and  at  last  merged  into  The 
Pennsylvania  Freeman.  His  colo- 
nizing enterprise  took  him  to  Mon> 
clova,  Oomaxgo,  Monterey,  Matamo- 
ras,  and  Victoria,  in  Meiioo,  and  con- 
sumed the  better  part  of  several 
years,  chasing  in  1^35.  He  also  made 
a  visit  to  the  settlements  in  Canada, 
of  fugitives  from  American  Slavery, 
to  inquire  into  the  welfare  of  their 
inhabitants.     On  the  17th  of  May, 


•  Lund_v*9  brief  journal  of  this  tour  has  been 
preserved;  and,  next  to  an  entry  running — '•On 
fh*  S5th  I  wnivnA  at  Northampton,  Mmb.,  after 
0  n* clock  in  the  evening,  and  called  at  thfe 
.taverns  before  I  could  get  lodgings  or  polite 
itiialbilowiag: 


"^temter  6tfc— At  Albany,  I  made  aoma 
quaintanoes.  jPkBkuMnpkk  w  One  $towatt  i 


act: 

There  is  reason  to  fear  that  the  little  Quaker 
wasa*ftBatl&' 
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1888,  at  the  bnrnmg  hj  a  mob  of 
Pennsylvania  Hall — built  by  Aboli- 
tionistfl,  becanse  thov  could  be  heard 
in  no  other — his  little  property,  con- 
Bisting  mainly  of  papers,  books, 
clothes,  etc.,  which  had  been  collected 
in  cme  of  the  rooma  of  that  Hall, 
irith  a  view  to  hia  migration  west- 
wardyiraa  totally  dMjtiOTed.  In  July, 
lie  fitiarted  for  Illinois,  where  hia  chil- 
dren then  resided,  and  reached  them 
in  the  September  following^.  He 
planted  himself  at  L<)well,  Lri  Salle 
county,  nrnthered  his  (itt's[>riiii^  about 
him,  purrha.sed  a  priutiii<X'<'tMc(!,  and 
renewed  Uie  issues  of  his  "  Genius." 
But  kt  Angu{;t.  1  ^80,  he  was  attacked 
ligr  a  pferailin^'  fever,  of  whidi  he 
died  on  the  22d  of  that  month,  in  the 
51et  year  of  his  age.  Thna  closed 
the  leomrd  of  one  of  the  most  henne, 
devoted,  nnselfish,  courageous  lives, 
that  has  ever  been  lived  on  this  con- 
tinent 


"William  Lloyd  GABRnaVyhom  in 
ohecnrity  and  indigence,  at  Kewbury- 
port,  Massaehnaetts,  in  1806,  and 
educated  a  printer,  titeat  having  tried 
toB  boy&h  hand  at  dioe-making,  wood- 
sawinof,  and  cabinet-making,  started 
77/ F/ve  PresM,  in  hid  native  place, 
tliriN-tly  npon  attaining  his  majority; 
but  Xe\vl)urvport  was  even  then  a 
?I()\v  old  town,  and  hir^  enterprise  soon 
proved  uusu(;cessfid.  He  migrated 
to  Boston,  worked  a  few  months  as 
a  journeyman  printer,  and  then  be- 
came editCHT  of  TheNaUcnoLPhXtanr 
throput,  an  organ  of  the  Temperance 
movement  He  left  this  early  in  1828, 
to  become  editor,  at  Bennington,  Ver- 
mont, of  T/ie  Journal  of  the  Timea^  a 
"  National  Kepublif-an"'  gazette,  and 
about  the  ablest  and  most  interesting 


newspaper  ever  issued  in  thatStateu 
Though  eameBtly  devoted  to  the  re- 
election of  John  Quincy  Adams,  as 
President,  it  gave  a  hearty  support 
to  the  Temperance,  Anti-SIaverv,  and 
other  Keform  projects,  and  promoted 
the  extensive  circulation  and  signa- 
tnre  of  memorials  to  Congress,  urging 
the  banishment  of  Slavery  from  the 
Biatrict  of  Odinmbia.  Bnt  its  pa- 
tronage was  unequal  to  its  merits; 
and,  Mr.  Adams  having  been  defeat- 
ed, its  publication -was  soon  afterward 
discontinued. 

Mr.  Garrison  was,  about  this  time, 
visited  by  Lundy,  and  induced  to 
join  him  in  the  editorship  of  The 
Oemua  at  Baltimore^  whither  he  ao- 
eordingly  proceeded  in  theAntnmn 
of  1829.  Lnndy  had  been  a  zealous 
supporter  of  Ai^lams;  and,  under  hia 
auspices,  a  single  Emancipation  can- 
didate for  the  Legislature  had  been 
rejx?ato<lly  prestMitrd  in  Baltimore, 
receiving,  at  one  election,  more  tliun 
nine  hundred  votes.  Garrison,  in 
his  first  issue,  insisted  on  immediate 
and  nncottditional  I^nandpation  as 
the  right  of  the  slave  and  the  duty  of 
the  master,  and  disdaimed  dl  tem- 
porizing, all  make-fihifts,  all  com- 
promises, condemning  Colonization, 
and  evervthing  else  that  involved 
or  imjtlied  afbliation  or  symjiatliy 
with  slavcliolders,  lla\'ing,  at 
length,  denounced  the  coastwiiio 
slave-trade  between  Baltimore  and 
New  Orleans  as  domestic  ^Ynmsj^ 
and  stigmatized  by  name  certain 
Baltimoreans  concerned  therein,  he 
was  in<iicted  for  "  a  gross  and  mali- 
cious libel*'  on  those  wrtrtbios,  ron- 
\'icted,  sientcnccd  to  pay  lil^y  dollars' 
fine  and  costs,  and,  in  default  there- 
of, committed  to  jaiL   A  judgment 
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in  behalf  of  one  of  these  aggrieved 
persons  of  $1,000  and  costs  was  like- 
wise (•l)tained  against  him  on  a  civil 
suit,  but  never  enforced.  He  remain- 
ed forty-nine  dajB  in  prison,  during 
n^ikdi  his  oase  excited  much  Bjmpa- 
ihy,  a  protest  agaiiut  his  inotroen- 
tion  having  been  issued  by  the  Hann- 
mission  Society  of  Nortli  Oarolina. 
At  length,  the  fine  and  costs  were 
paid  ])y  Arthur  Tappan,  then  a 
wealthy  and  generous  New  York 
merchant,  who  aiitiripated,  by  a  few 
days,  a  similar  act  meditated  by  Hen- 
ly  Clay.  Separating  liimself  from 
Lnndy  and  I%e  Omitu^  Mr.  Gani> 
son  now  proposed  the  pahUoation  of 
an  anti-Slaveiy  organ  in  ITashington 
City;  bat,  af^cr  traveling  and  lec- 
tnnng  through  the  great  cities,  and 
boii)jj;  prevented  by  violence  from 
Bjjeaking  in  Baltimore,  he  oonoluded 
to  issue  his  journal  from  Bor^ton  in- 
stead of  Washington;  and  the  first 
number  of  Tha  Libaraiar  appeared 
aoooidingly  on  the  Ist  of  January, 
1880.  It  was,  from  the  outset,  as 
thorough-going  as  its  editor ;  and  it^^ 
motto—''  Our  Country  is  the  World 
— Our Cuuntrymen  are  all  Mankind" 
— truly  denoted  its  charafter  and 
spirit,  "^o  Union  with  slaveholders" 

"  "  The  broadest  and  mn^t  far-sighted  intellect 
is  utterly  uuable  to  see  the  ultimate  consequen- 
ces of  any  great  social  change.  Ask  yourself, 
on  all  such  oocasioiu,  if  there  be  any  element  of 
right  <n>  wrong  in  tho  question,  any  prindide  of 
dear,  natural  justioo.  that  turns  the  Bcalo.  If 
BO,  take  your  part  witli  the  perCect  and  abstnict 
right,  and  trust  Gixl  to  see  that  it  shall  prove 
the  ej^dient." — Wtnddi  FhMip^a  Sjpmhet  tutd 
Leetttm^  pi  18. 

*'Tbe  time  hM  been  when  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  refonner  to  tbow  cause  why  he  offen>d  to 
disturb  the  quiet  of  WOrUL  But.  during  tho 
dlBCuaaion  of  the  nunjictoma  which  have  been 
ndroMtod,  and  which  have  more  or  less  sncoeed- 
ed,  one  ofler  andthcr — freedom  of  tlio  lower 
classes,  freedom  of  food,  freedom  of  the  press, 
freedom  of  thought,  rdbm  in  penal  leglmtioo, 
and  a  thousand  other  matters — ^it  seems  to  me 
to  have  been  proved  ooncluaively,  that  govern-  1 


'  was  adopted  as  a  principle  some 
years  later ;  as  was  the  doctrine  that 
"  The  [Federal]  Congtitution  is  a  ] 
covenant  with  death,  and  an  agree- ' 
ment  with  helL"  To  wage  against 
Slavery  an  arnxmiproinisi]^  nnre- 
lenting  war,  askhig  no  quarter  and 
giving  none — to  r^ard  and  prodaim 
^e  eqnal  and  inidienable  rights  of 
every  innocent  human  being  as  infe- 
rior or  subordinate  to  tliose  of  no 
otlier,  and  to  ri']ni(liato  all  creeds,  all 
alleged  revelations,  rituals,  constitu- 
tione,  govennneuts,  parties,  politics, 
that  reject,  defy,  or  ignore  thu  frmr 
damental  truth— such  is  and  has  been 
the  distinetiTe  idea  of  the  numerical- 
ly small,  but  able  and  thoroughly 
earnest  c'la.sA,  known  as  Ghmisoni- 
ans.""  Tliey  for  many  years  gener- 
ally declined,  and  some  of  them  still 
decline,  to  vote,  deeming  the  Gov- 
ernment and  all  parties  bo  profoundly 
corrupted  by  Slavery,  that  no  one 
ocmld  do  so  without  derelietion  from 
principle  and  moral  defilement  And, 
though  the  formal  and  definitive  sep- 
aration did  not  take  place  till  1839, 
the  alienatiou  between  the  Garrisoni- 
ans  and  the  larger  number  of  Anti- 
Slavery  men  had  long  been  decided 
and  iiTemediable.    A  very  few  years, 

ment  commenced  in  usurpation  and  oppression; 
that  liberty  and  civiliMtion,  at  present,  are  noth- 
ing else  than  tlie  frafrments  of  riphtw  whi<  h  tlio 
scaffold  and  the  stake  hare  \^Tung  from  the 
Btrong  hands  of  the  usurpers.  Every  step  of 
progress  the  world  has  made  has  been  from 
scaffold  to  scaffold,  and  from  stake  to  stake.  It 
would  hardly  be  exaggeration  to  say,  that  all  the 

Seat  truths  relating  to  society  and  governnu  nt 
ve  been  first  heard  in  the  solemn  proti  s;  -^  jf 
martyred  patriotism,  or  the  loud  cries  of  crushed 
and  starving  labor.  The  law  haa  been  alwajs 
wrong.*'— iMi,  p.  li. 

"An  intelligent  democracy  says  of  Slavery  as 
of  ft  chuicfa| '  Ihia  ia  Juatioe  and  that  iniquity.' 
The  track  or  Ood*R.tiniodef1)olt  is  a  straifrht  Kne 

from  one  to  the  other,  and  the  Thnr  h  ■  r  Srnte 
that  cannot  stand  it,  muat  get  out  ot  the  wa;.'  — 

I  ibid^  p.  set. 
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dating  from.  1832-3,  wlieii  the  New 
England  and  the  American  Anti- 
Slavery  Societies  were  formed  re- 
spectivt'lv,  sufficed  to  segregate  tlio 
Americun  opponents  of  Slavery  into 
four  general  divisions,  as  follows : 

1.  The  ^  (htnwaoKDB^  aforesaid. 

%  The  membere  of  the  ^liberty 
party,"  who^  regarding  the  Federal 
Oonatitatioii  aseBBen^ilIjanti-Slaye- 
ly,  swore  with  good  conscience  to 
uphold  it,  and  supported  only  ciin- 
didates  who  were  distinctively,  detor- 
minedlv,  pre-eminently,  champions  of 
"Liberty  for  all"  - 

S.  Yariona  tinall  sects  and  parties, 
vhuh  ooeopied  a  middle  groiind  ho- 
tireea  the  above  posittons;  some  of 
ihe  fleets  agreeing  with  the  latter  in 
iaterpveting  and  revering  the  Bible 
aa  consistentlv  anti-Slaverv,  while  re- 
fbsing,  with  the  f  >rrner,  to  vote. 

4.  A  large  and  steadily  increas- 
ing clasfi  whO|  though  decidedly  anti- 


Slavery,  refiued  either  to  withhold 

their  votes,  or  to  throw  them  awaj 

on  candidates  whose  electi()n  was  im- 
possible, but  persisted  in  voting,  at 
nearly  every  election,  so  as  to  effect 
good  and  prevent  evil  to  the  extent 
of  their  power. 

An  artful  and  persistent  ignoring 
of  all  distinction  between  these  elasa- 
es,  and  thus  coTering  Abolitionists  in- 
discriminately with  odium,  as  hostile 
to  Christianity  and  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, was  long  the  moat  eti'ective 
weapon  in  the  armory  of  their  com- 
mon foes.  Thousands,  whose  con- 
sdenoes  and  hearts  would  naturally 
have  drawn  them  to  the  aide  of  hu- 
manity and  jnatice,  were  repeQed  by 
vociferous  representations  that  to  do 
so  would  identity  them  with  the  "  dis- 
union" of  Wendell  Philhps,  the 
"  radicalism"  of  Henry  C.  Wright, 
and  the  "intidelity"  of  Pillbbury, 
Theodore  Parker,  and  Garrison. 


X. 

THE  OHTTROHES  AKD  S-LAVEBT. 


We  have  seen  that  the  Tiovolution- 
ary  era  and  the  Kevolutionary  spirit 
of  our  country  were  profoundly  hos- 
tile to  Slavery,  and  that  ihej  were 
not  content  with  mere  protests 
i^punst  an  evil  which  poeitive  efforts, 
determined  acts,  were  required  to 
remove.    Before  tlic  Revolution,  in- 

"Bondnr  ^BflSwenow  vMpeetiof  "Woman's 

Riehts" — wlicrooftho  Garrifloniati^;  were  stnnch 
MMitera — and  other  iooideatal  queatiuoa,  were 
ti»  fannwlfate  mum  ot      ruptnrv  between 

the  OarrisoaiooB  and  the  political  Abolitionisia, 

when^V.y  the  Amorif-an  Anti-Slavcrr  Society  \vas 
ooavuiat-d  Ly  Lho  sccesBion  of  the  luttcr  in  1840 ; 


deed,  a  religions  opposition  to  Slave- 
r}-,  whereof  the  society  of  Christian 
Friends  or  Quakers  were  the  pio- 
neers, had  been  developed  both  in 
the  mother  country  and  in  her  colo- 
nies. George  Fox,  the  first  Quaker, 
bore  earnest  testimony,  so  early  as 

1071,  on  the  ofcasion  of  lii>  vi.-it  to 

bat  die  tdtimate  ctxam  of  «Im  raptore  were 

deeper  than  these.  As  a  hwly,  the  Gnrrisonians 
were  regarded  as  radical  in  politics  and  heterodox 
in  theology ;  and  tile  more  Ordiodox,  con8erT»> 
live,  and  especially  the  clerical  Abolitionist*,  in- 
creasintrly  diilikt-d  tho  ciiMm  im-ited  by  the 
sweeping  utlc-rauces  of  the  Garriauuian  leoderii 
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Barbadot  s.  ugainfit  the  prevalent  cni- 
elty  and  inhumanity  with  which  ne- 
gro slaves  were  then  treated  in  tliat 
island,  and  nrj^ed  their  gradual  eman- 
cipation. His  letter  iuij)Hes  that  sunie 
of  his  disciples  Averc  shiveholders.  Yet 
it  was  not  till  1727  that  the  yearly 
meeting  of  the  whole  Bodety  in  Lon- 
don declared  ''the  importing  of  ne> 
groee  from  their  native  ^Donntry  and 
relations,  hy  Friends,  not  a  enm7neit<I- 
ahle  or  allowable  practice."  Nearly 
thirty  years  before,  tlie  yearly  meet- 
ing 'ill  Philadelphia  (1096)  took  a 
step  in  advance  of  this,  admonishing 
their  members  to  be  careful  not  to 
encourage  the  "bringing  in  of  any 
more  negrotSy  and  that  •those  who 
have  negroes  be  carefbl  of  them, 
bring  them  to  meeting,  etc.,  etc.  It 
thus  appears  that  Quakers,  like  other 
Christians,  wore  then  not  onlv  slave- 
holders,  but  engaf^ed  in  the  Slave- 
Trade.  In  17r»4,  the  American  Qua- 
kers had  advanced  to  the  point  of 
publicly  recommending  tlieir  socie- 
ties to  "  advise  and  deid  with  snch  as 
engage  in"  the  Slare-Trade:  Again : 
slavc^olding  Quakers  were  urged — 
not  to  emancipate  their  slaves — bnt 
to  care  for  their  morals,  and  treat 
them  humanely.  The  Ihatish  Qua- 
kere  came  up  to  this  mark  in  1758 — 
four  years  later;  and  more  decidedlv 
in  1761  and  17G3.  In  1774,  the  Phil- 
adelphia meeting  directed  that  all 
persons  engaged  in  anj  £irm  of  slave- 
trading  be  disowned;**  and  in  1776 
took  tilie  decisive  and  final  step  by  di- 
recting "  that  the  ottmersoSiAAYWfWho 
refused  to  e\o<-ute  the  proper  instru- 
ments for  gi\  iiig  them  their  freedom, 
be  disowned  likewise."  This  l)low 
hit  the  nail  on  the  head.  In  17S1, 
but  "one  case"  requiring  discipline 


under  this  head  was  rejiorted  ;  and 
in  1783,  it  duly  appeared  that  there 
wore  7W  slaves  owned  by  its  mem- 
bers.' The  coincidence  of  these  later 
dates  with  the  origin,  prugress,  and 
close  of  our  Revolutionary  struggle, 
is  noteworthy.  The  Kew  York  and 
Bhode  IsUnd  yearly  meetings  passed 
almost  simnltaneoadj  through  the 
same  stages  to  like  results;  that  of 
AHrginia  pursued  alike  ooune;  but, 
meeting  greater  obstacles,  was  longer 
in  overcoming  them.  It  discouraged 
the  jfurr/t'/shi^/  of  slaves  in  170*> ;  ur- 
gently reconniiendeil  manunii.'-sion  in 
1778;  yet,  so  late  as  17b7,  its  annual 
reports  stated  that  some  members  still 
hdd  slaves.  But  it  is  understood  that 
Slavery  and  Quakerism,  throughont 
the  South,  had  veiy  little  connnunion 
or  sympathy  after  the  Ke volution, 
and  were  gradually  and  finally  di- 
vorced so  earlv  as  180<  ».  Hence,  as 
Slavery  grew  stronger  and  more  in- 
tolerant there,  Quakerism  gradually 
faded  out ;  so  that  its  adlibrei^ts  were 
probably  fewer  in  that  section  in 
18^  than  they  had  been  eighty  years 
before. 

Of  other  religious  denominations,  f 

lume  of  the  more  im])ortant  and  popu- 
h\r,  which  date  back  to  the  earlier 
periods  of  our  colonial  history,  can 
show  even  so  fair  a  record  as  the 
above.  By  the  Roman  Catholics  and 
Plxytestant  Eplso(q>alians,  generally, 
£lavehplding  has  never  been,  and  is 
not  yet,  considerod  inconsistent  with 
piety,  and  a  blameless,  exeni])lary, 
Christian  life.  Individuals  in  these, 
as  in  other  communions,  liave  con- 
spicuously condemned  :ind  earnestly 
opposed  TTiitnan  Slavery;  but  the 
general  iniii;enee  of  these  churches  in 
our  country,  and  especially  of  their 


I  Clarkaoii'B  History. 
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hierarchies,  has  been  advene  to  the 

practical  recognition  of  every  inno- 
cent man's  right  to  his  own  limbs  and 
sinews,  and  to  ^^ell  or  enii)l()y  liis  own 
labor  as  to  liinii^elf  !?hall  t?eem  best. 

The  i'l-esbyterian,  Congregational, 
Ba])ti^t,  and  kindred  Orthodox" 
denominationt,  have  no  Yerj  oonaist- 
ent  or  Imninons  reoord  on  this  snb- 
ject.  ^us,  the  Presbyterian  Gen- 
eral Aseembly  did,  at  its  session  in 
1794 — long  before  its  division  into 
'^OM  Scho..r  and  "  New  School"— 
ado|)t  a  note  to  <»iie  ot"  the  qneH.tion8 
in  it-  longer  C  ateclii.sni,  wherein,  ex- 
pounding and  applying  the  Eighth 
Gmnmaiidmenty  it  affirmed  that  the 
Biblical  oondmnnation  of  **mcu^ 

"  roni|>rv^'lit  n(lH  all  who  are  oonoern^d  III 
bringim;  ouy  of  the  humua  race  iuto  SlaTeiy, 
«r  retatning  thtm  therein.  Stealers  of  men 
aro  t}i((s.'  wlio  Iirins;  olF  slaves  or  frecTiien. 
aud  keep,  aeii^  or  buy  them.  To  steal  a 
freemaa,  says  Grotins,  is  the  highest  kind 
«f  theft,**  eto^  eta 

But  tliia  note  was  directed  to  be 
ernst  d  by  the  General  Aasemhly  of 
I'^l^"'.  in  a  resolve  which  characterizes 
Slavery  as  a  "  mournful  evil,"  but 
doct-  not  direct  that  the  churches  bo 
purged  of  it.  In  1818,  a  fi-esh  As- 
fiemblj  adopted  an  Expression  of 
Tiewa,"  wherein  Slvrvej  is  reprobat- 
ed as  a 

**gro8s  yiolation  of  the  most  precioas  and 
sacred  rights  of  human  nature,  utterly  incon- 
sistent with  tlie  law  of  God,  which  requires 

U.H  t'l  li'V  our  neiirlil'or  m  oursc-lves.  and  to- 
tally irrecouciluMc  with  the  spirit  and  prio- 
t  ijile.-*  of  the  pospel  of  Christ,  which  enjoin 
that  ^ull  tliiiiK^^  wliatftoc'ver  y-i  would  thnt 
men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye  ali»o  to  thfin.'  " 

But.  instead  of  requiring  its  mem- 
bers to  clear  themselves,  and  Zvyy> 
clear,  of  Blaveliohlint;,  the  Assemhlv 
exhorted  tliem  to  "continue  and  in- 
crease their  exertions  to  effect  a  total 
abolition  <^  Slavery,  with  no  greater  \ 


delay  than  a  regard  for  lA«  jpMie 
welfare  demmndaP'*  and  recommend- 
ed that,  if  "  a  Christian  professor 
sliall  Htll  a  slave,  irlio  In  also  in  com- 
inunion  with  our  i '//  itrcP'* — said  slave 
not  being  a  consenting  party  to  the 
sale — ^the  seller  be  suqwnded  tin  be 
shall  repent  and  make  reparation  V* 
It  need  hardly  be  added  that,  with 
few  and  spasmodic  exceptions,  the 
Presbyterian  Church  thenceforth  was 
found  apologizing  for  Slavery,  and 
censuring  its  determined  assailants 
far  otlener  than  <loing  or  devi.-ing 
anything  to  hasten  that  "total  aboli- 
tion," which  it  had  solemnly  pro- 
noonced  a  lequrement  of  Christian- • 
ity.  And,  tJioagh  the  Synod  of  Een* 
tuclqr,  in  1885,  adopted  a  report  on 
Slaverv,  which  condemned  slave- 
holding  broadly  and  thoroughly,  and 
rejiroliated  the  domestic  slave-trade 
as  revolting,  even  horrible,  in  its 
cruelty,  the  same  report  admits  that 
"  those  who  hold  to  our  communion, 
are  involyed  in  it;"  and  no  action 
was  taken  whereby  they  abonid  be 
required  to  chooee  between  their  con- 
nection  with  the  Church  and  pci-sist- 
ence  in  buying,  holding,  and  seUii^ 
men,  women,  and  children,  as  slaves. 

Nor  did  tlie  division  of  this  Cluirch, 
which  occurred  not  long  afterward, 
work  any  improvement  in  this  re- 
spect. A  majority  of  the  slaveholding 
members,  doabtless,  adhered  to  the 
"Old  School;"  bnt  tbe  ^Kew 
School"  did  not  see  fit  to  mak» 
slaveholding  a  bar  to  its  communion. 
On  the  contrary,  certain  Presbyteries 
having  done  so,  the  General  Assem- 
hlv of  1S43  censured  their  action,  and 
re<piired  tliat  it  he  rescinded.  And 
though,  in  1846,  the  next  General 
Assembly  reiterated,  in  substance, 
the  broad  oondemnatiQii  of  Slavery 
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eontained  in  the  Expression  of  Views  I  "  any  right,  wish,  or  intention,  to  in- 


terfere with  the  civil  and  ])olitical 
rehition  between  master  and  ^lave,  as 


in  1818,  and  in  184d  proclaimed  that 

"  tliero  has  l)con  no  information  before  tliis    .       .       .  i    i  v      c>..  a. 

Assembly  to  prove  tbat  the  members  of  our  j  it  exists  m  the  slaveholding  btateii  ol 
OIniroh,  in  the  Slare  States,  are  not  doing  !  this  Union,"  condemned  two  mini»> 


all  tliey  can  (sitiAited  as  tliey  arc,  in  the 
providence  of  God)  to  bring  about  the  pos- 
MMkn  and  ei\iojrm«ot  «f  Vmutj  the  en^ 
dared,'* 

H  k  aa  oortain  as  that   fine  words 

butter  no  parsnipft,"  that  slaves  con- 
tinued to  be  bought,  held,  and  sold 
by  members  of  the  New,*'  Well 
as  of  the  "Old  Sehor.!"  l're.-.b.vterian 
Church,  and  that,  while  Abolitionists 
were  subject  to  continued  and  nn- 
Bparing  dezumcaatioB  in  the  common 
as  wdA  as  the  special  oi^gans  and 
nttsnnees  of  these  rival  sects,  slave* 
holder^  often  filled  the  highest  seats 
in  their  respective  synagogues,  and 
Slavery  regarded  their  aimless  denun- 
ciations .and  jiraeticai  tolerance  with 
serene  complacency. 

With  the  Baptists  and  Methodists 
— two  very  nameroDS  and  important 
denominatioii^— the  eaae  was  some- 
what different.  Each  of  these 
churches  was  originally  anti-Slavery. 
The  Methodists,  in  the  infancy  of 
their  communion,  were  gatliered 
mainly  from  among  the  poor  and 
despised  classes,  and  had  much  more 
affiliation  with  slaves  than  with  their 
masten.  Thehr  discipline  oonld  with 
great  difficulty  he  lecoodled  with 
slaveholding  by  their  laity,  while  it 
decidedly  could  itot  be  made  to  per- 
mit slaveholding  on  the  ]iart  of  their 
Bishops ;  and  tliis  impelled  the  seces- 
sicn,  eoiTie  twentv  veara  since,  of  the 
"Methodist  Church  South,"  cuiTving 
off  most,  but  not  all,  of  the  churches 
located  in  the  Slave  States.  The 
Goneral  Conleranoe  held  at  Oindn- 


terfl  irfio  had  delivered  AboUtion  leo- 
tnres,  and  dedsied  the  opponents 

of  Abolition  true  friends  to  the 
Ohurch,  to  the  slaves  of  the  South, 
and  to  the  Oonstitation  of  our  Coon- 

tr}'." 

The  Baptists  of  Virginia,  in  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  1789,  ujxm  a  reference 
from  the  session  of  the  preceding 
year,  on  motum  of  EMer  John  La* 
land, 

**Re$olved,  That  Slavery  is  a  violent  d»* 
privation  of  the  rights  of  nature,  and  incon- 
siiMkent  with  republican  government;  and 
therefore  we  recommend  ft  to  onr  brethren 

to  make  uso  of  evc-ry  nieasurt'  to  extirpate 
this  horrid  evil  from  tjie  land ;  and  pray  Al- 
mighty Ood  that  onr  honorable  Leflislatara 
may  have  it  in  tlit'ir  jjower  to  prorlHini  the 
great  jubilee,  conaiatent  with  the  priuciplea 
ofgooapoli^.'* 

Bat  no  similar  declaration  has 
been  made  by  any  Southern  Baptist 
State  Convention  since  fidd-hands 

rose  to  $1,000  each,  and  black  in- 
fants, at  birtli,  were  accounted  worth 
$100.  On  the  contrary,  the  South- 
ern Bantists  have  for  tliirtv  years 
been  amcdig  the  fori'iiio>t  champions 
of  slaveliolding  a.s  righteous  and 
Christian,  and  the  Savannah  Biver 
Baptist  Association  in  1885  gravely 
decided  that  slave  husbands  and 
wives,  separated  by  sale,  shovild  be 
at  liberty  to  take  new  partners;  be* 
cause 

"such  {»^paration.  amonp persons  situated  as 
our  slavoH  are,  is*  civilly  a  separation  by 
death,  and  tlu  v  believe  that,  in  tlie  siirlit  of 
God,  it  wiHild  Po  vi(_'\\f(l.  To  fori  lid 
second  marri,i|:e8,  in  such  r:i*es,  wouM  I'C 
to  expose  the  partiofl  not  i»nly  to  ^Toater 
hardships  and  stron^ror  ten)ptatious,  but  to 


church  eetuture  for  acting  in  obedisnce  to 
Bid  in  1886  folemnly  HMffl>;Tn«l  a«ir  moiten^'*  ete.,  sto. 
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Thnfl  adapting  Christianity  to 
Slavery,  instead  of  reqninng  that 
Slavery  be  made  to  square  with  the 
requirements  of  Christianity.  And 
this  is  a  fair  specimen  of  what  has 
passed  for  religion  at  the  South  for 
the  last  thirty  or  forty  years. 

In  fbn  view  cf  tibMa  fkete,  the 
Jffbrtiheni  snd  Sovtlioni  BtptiatB  siet 
ftr  ihlrtj  yean  in  Triennial  OonTen- 
tion,  over  which  slaveholders  usually 
presided,  and  wherein  the  righteous- 
ness of  slaveholding  could  not,  there- 
fere,  without  seeming  rudenoss.  he 
q«esti<  «iied.  Abolition  might  be  frue- 
ly  stigmatized ;  slaveholding  was  ta- 
citly admitted  to  be  just  and  proper 
by.  the  veiy  eonstitntion  of  the  body. 
And  \(3  no  aeet  or  cUmb  bare  anti- 
SlaTerj  inccdcations  been  more  yiru- 
lently  reprobated  than  bj  the  Bap- 
tists of  the  South. 

The  Free- Will  Baptit^ts,  several 
bfxlies  of  Scottish  Covenanters,  and 
•  other  offsets  from  the  «»rigiual  Pres- 
byterian stock,  with  certain  of  the 
Methodist  dissenters  or  seceders  from 
the  great  MeihodiBt  Episcopal  organ 
fsation^ba've  generally  maintained  an 
attitnde  of  hostility  to  SlaTeiy.  So, 
of  late  years,  have  the  greater  num- 
ber of  Unitarian  and  Fniversalist  con- 
ventions. But  all  tlie^e  tofjether  are 
a  decideil  minority  of  the  American 
People,  or  even  of  the  professing 
Christians  among  them;  and  they 
da  not  at  all  shake  the  general  .truth 
that  the  anti-Slaveiy  eanee,  through- 
oat  the  yean  of  its  aidnoiu  and  per- 
ilous struggle  up  from  contempt  and 
odium-to  respect  aiul  power,  received 

*  WItnew  lAni^  OKI  CkwftooD  at  BostOD,  182a. 

•  "  Alas  I  they  \w\  Hi  ('ii  fri«  nds  in  youth; 

But  wbisperiog;  toogoes  can  pouon  truth, 
And  oonslMKif  lifM  ia  leibMi  above: 
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far  more  of  hindrance  than  of  help  ^ 

from  our  ecclesiastical  organizations. 
And  tliis  fact  explains,  if  it  does  not 
excuse,  the  un-Orthodox,  irreverent, 
and  "infidel"'  tendencies  wliicli  have 
been  so  freely,  and  not  always  unrea- 
sonably, ascribed  to  the  apostles  of 
Abolition.  TfaeeebaTejustlyMtthal 
^  oi^gamzed  and  recognized  rdigioB 
of  the  eonntiy  baa  not'treated  their 
cause  aa  it  deserved  and  as  they  had  a 
right  to  expect.  The  pioneers  of"  mod- 
em Abolition"  were  almost  uniformly 
devont,  pious,  church-nurtured  men, 
who,  at  the  outset  of  their  enterprise, 
took  the  cause  of  the  slave '  to  the 
Clergy  and  the  Church,  with  uudoubt- 
ing  faith  that  it  would  there  be  reo- 
ognized  and  by  them  adopted,  aa  the 
cause  of  vital  C&riatianity.  Speaking 
generally,  they  were  repulsed  and  re- 
sisted, quite  as  much  to  their  aston- 
ishment as  their  mortification  ;  and 
the  resulting  estrangement  and  hos- 
tility were  ]>roportioned  to  the  full- 
ness of  their  trust,  the  bitterness  of 
their  disappointinent'  It  would  hare 
been  wiser,  donbtleea,  to  have  ftr- 
borne,  and  trusted,  and  reasoned,  and 
reraonatratecl,  and  sopplicated;  but 
patience  and  policy  are  not  the  vir- 
tues for  which  reformers  are  apt  to 
be  distinguished ;  since,  were  they 
prudent  and  politic, they  won  id  choose 
sonie  safer  and  sunnier  path,  ^s'o  in- 
surance company  that  had  taken  a 
large  risk  on  the  life  of  John  the 
Baptist  would  have  eonnaeled  or  ap*' 
proved  bis  freedom  of  speech  with 
regard  to  the  domeetio  relatione  of, 
Ilerod. 

And  life  is  thorny  and  youth  is  vdn; 

And  la  be  wroth  with  one  im  love, 
Doth  work  Wee  madnesa  an  tkt  brakt.** 
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THE  PBO-SLAVEBY  EEAOTIOK 


77/^  Liherato/'y  by  its  uncompro- 
miBing  gpiiit  and  miBpariiig  dennnei- 
atiooB)  soon  ohallenged  and  secured, 
to  an  extent  qoite  unprecedented,  the 

attention  of  adversaries.  Treating 
Slavery  uniformly  as  a  crirae  to  be  re- 
pented, a  wrong  to  be  riglited  at  the 
earliest  nioiiicMt,  it'it  did  not  convince 
the  understanding  of  BlaveholderfS,  it 
at  least  excited  their  wrath.  Before  it 
liad  been  iasaed  a  year,  while  it  had 
probably  less  than  a  thousand  subscri- 
bers, and  while  its  editor  and  his  part- 
ner were  still  working  all  day  as  jour- 
neymen printers,  sleeping,  after  some 
hours'  editorial  labor,  at  niglit  on  the 
floor  of  their  little  sky-parlor  office, 
and  dreaming  rather  of  how  or  where 
to  get  money  or  credit  for  the  pa[»er 
required  for  next  week's  issue  than 
of  troubling  the  repose  of  States,  they 
were  flattered  by  an  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Georgia,  unanimously  pass- 
ed, and  duly  approved  by  Governor 
Lumpkin,  offi  ring  the  liberal  reward 
of  S'>/H)0  to  whonisoover  should  ar- 
rer^t,  liring  to  trial,  and  prosecute  to 
con\ il  l  i.iti,  cither  of  tliem  under  the 
laws  of  that  State^ — the  arrest  be- 
ing the  only  difficult  TsMet}  There 
was  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  prof- 
fer was  made  in  good'fidth,  and  that 
the  stipulated  reward  would  have 
been  more  promptly  and  che^'ully 
paid  tlian  Southern  debts  are  apt  to 


1  Bjurriaoo  Omy  Otia,  flw  irwUhy  and  aristo- 
cratic Mayor  of  Boston,  being  requirud  by  a 
Southern  magiatratc  to  suppre&s  The  LtbcraUfr — 
which  was  probably  the  first  be  had  heard  of  it 
— In  due  Beawm  reported  that  hi*  dfloera  had 
"ferrrted  out  the  pnjvr  and  it'^  editor,  ^vho<p 
offioe  was  an  obscure  hole,  his  on!/  visible  aux- 


be.  Other  such  rewards  of  $10,000, 
$50,000,  and  even  $100,000,  for  the 
bodies  or  the  heads  of  prominent 
AbolitiomBts,  were  from  time  to  time 
advertised;  but  these  plagiarisms  were 
seldom  responsibly  backed,  alid  i)rov- 
ed  onlv  the  anxietv  of  the  otli'rers 
to  distinrrni.-h  thcni-selves  and  elieujdy 
win  a  local  popularity.  Their  aspect 
was  not  buoinesa-like.  In  several  in- 
stances, Southern  grand  juries  grave* 
ly  indicted  Northom  "  agitators''  fbr 
odBfenses  against  the  peace  and  dig- 
nity of  their  respective  States ;  and  in 
at  least  one  case  a  formal  requisition 
was  made  upon  the  Governor  of  New 
York  I'or  the  surrender  of  an  Aholi- 
tionist  who  had  never  trod  the  soil  of 
the  oHended  State  ;  but  the  Governor 
(Marey),  though  ready  to  do  what  he 
lawfhlly  could  to  propitiate  Southern 
favor,  was  oonstrained  respectfully  to 
decline. 

That  "  error  of  opini<m  may  be  safe- 
ly tolerated  where  reason  is  left  free 
to  combat  it,*'*  is  a  truth  that  does 
not  seem  to  have  occurred  cither  to 
the  Southern  or  Northern  coiitcmin  rs 
of  the  Garrisoniau  ultras.  In  fact,  it 
does  not  seem  to  have  irradiated  the 
minds  of  the  chief  priesto,  scribes  and 
Pharisees  of  Christ's  day,  nor  those 
of  tlie  hereditary  champit  ms  of  estab- 
lished institutions  and  gainful  tradi- 
tions at  almost  an^  time.  The  South- 


iliary  a  negro  bof  ,  Ma  nippoitm  a  few  Mgit^ 

icani  persons  of  all  colors" — whenoo  the  said 
Otis  concluded  that  liia  paper  ought  not  to  dis- 
turb the  duinben  of  the  quite  significant  and 
potent  Soutibmoa    Tha  niperflaial,  puridhid 

Mayor ! 

"  Jefferson's  Inaugural  Addro«8. 


GEN.  JACKSON  FOB  P 

«rn  journals  and  other  oracles  im- 
perioualy,  mrathibUy,  demanded  the 

instant  soppression  and  extinction  of 
the  "  incendiaries"  and  "  fanatics," 
undtT  tlje  n^ual  i>eualty  of  a  dissolu- 
tion of  the  Union  ;^  to  which  was  now 
added  the  annihilation  of  Northern 
prosperity  and  oonfleqnence  throngh 
a  retributive  withdrairal  of  Sonthem 
trade.^  The  commercial  and  polit- 
ical interests  at  the  Korth,  which 
n^garded  Southern  favor  as  the  shcet- 
anchnr  of  their  liopea,  eagerly  re- 
sponded to  tliese  overtures,  chininring 
for  ]>enal  enactments  and  po])uIar 
prootd  of  Xorthem  fidelity  to  Consti- 
tutional obligatioDB.  The  fonner  were 
not  forthcoming;  in  &ct,  the  meet 
adroit  and  skillfol  draftsman  would 
have  found  it  difficult  to  frame  any 
such  law  as  was  required — any  one 
that  would  liave  subserved  the  end 
in  view — that  would  n(tt  have  directly 
and  glaringly  contravened  tiie  consti- 
tution or  bill  of  rights  of  even  the 
maefoonaermtire'' State.  TetFres- 
ident  Jackson  did  not  hesitate,  in 
his  Annnal  MeeBsge  of  December  8, 
1885,  to  say: 

-  **T  must  also  invito  Tonr  nttontion  to  tlie 
iMint'uI  cxcitoment  nriMliu-ed  in  tho  South 
by  att«uipts  to  etrcuiate,  throufrh  the  maila, 

inllaininntory  aj-peiils  a<Mres.se(l  to  tlie  pos- 
biuiis  of  tlio  alaveii,  in  prints,  and  iu  various 

*  The  following  is  an  extract  from  thaAvgntta 
(Qa.)  Chnmkk  of  October,  1833. 

HT"  We  flimlr  beKere  that,  fftlM  Sooftem  Btatos 

do  not  quickly  unit«.  and  doclaro  to  tho  Nortfi.  if 
the  question  of  Slavery  l>o  Ifiifrer  di-'^russfd  in  any 
8ha[i«^,  they  will  iastantly  socodo  from  tho  Union, 
that  tbA  qnefltkm  must  be  settled,  and  rerj  soon, 
hf  ttw  simii^  M  tbft  only  ponible  wmu  of 

^Pcbrnary  16,  1836,  both  houses  of  tlio  Yir- 
gbiia  Legislature  agreed  to  the  following : 

"  liesolt  ed,  That  the  non-slaroholding  States 
of  the  Union  are  reepectAdlj  but  eamestiy  re- 
qo^ited  promptly  to  adopt  p^mal  enaetnunb,  or 
etich  other  mo.i-^'ari  s  as  will  fjTftmilli/  siippre^'s 
aO  (vtfonntkms  within  their  resuective  limits  pur- 
Mtingto  be,  or  fawrfpf  fhtclianolero^  AlMli- 
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Rorts  of  pnMications,  oal^niLitcd  to  stiiimlato 
them  to  iuaurroctiun,  and  to  produce  all  the 
horrora  of  a  aeirile  irar. 

"There  is,  doubtless,  no  rcsjiectablo  por- 
tion of  our  fellow-oountryuien  who  can  bo 
so  far  misled  as  to  feel  any  other  eentimeat 
than  that  of  indii^n.int  repret  at  conduct  so 
destrurtivo  of  the  harnjouy  and  ikuco  of 
the  country,  and  so  repugnant  to  the  princi- 
ples of  our  national  compact,  and  to  the  dic- 
tates of  liuiuanity  and  religion.  Our  happi- 
neM  and  prosperity  essentially  depend  upoa 
peace  within  onr  bortlers — and  i>eaco  de- 
pends npon  tlio  raaiutenance,  in  pood  faith, 
of  those  coniiiroiiiises  of  the  Cuti^litutioa^ 
upon  which  the  Uoioa  is  foauded.  It  i»  for- 
tunate fbr  the  eoontrf  that  the  nooA  sense, 
the  gencrons  feeling,  and  tho  deep-rooted 
nttaclunent  of  tlio  people  of  the  uon-slave- 
liolding  States  to  the  Union,  and  to  their 
fellow-citizens  of  the  satno  blood  in  tli6 
South,  have  given  so  strong  and  impressive 
a  tone  to  the  sentiments  entertained  against 
the  prf>ceeding3  of  the  inisfniided  persons 
who  have  engaged  in  these  unconstitutional 
and  %vi(  kid  uttMnpts,  and  especially  against 
tho  onii.ssario9  froiri  forci^'n  jiarts  wfio  have 
dared  to  iuterfere  in  this  matter,  as  to  au- 
thorize the  hope  that  those  uttenipts  will  no 
longer  be  persisted  in.  But,  if  those  expres- 
sions of  the  public  will  shall  not  bo  sufficient 
to  etfect  so  desirable  a  result,  not  a  doubt 
can  be  entertained  that  tlio  non-slavcholdiug 
States,  so  far  from  countenancing  the  slight- 
est interference  with  tho  constitutional 
rights  of  the  South,  will  be  prompt  to  exw- 
CM9  tlieir  authority  in  anppresaing,  so  ftr  aa 
in  them  lies,  whatew  is  oalonEated  to  pro- 
dace  the  evil. 

^In  leaying  the  care  of  other  braaehes  of 
thi.s  interesting  subject  t»  the  State  authori- 
ties, to  whom  they  properly  belong,  it  is 
nevertheless  proper  for  Congress  to  take 
such  nieasnres  an  will  jirevent  the  I'ost- 
Offico  Department,  whicli  was  designed  to 

Resolution-',  similar  in  spirit  anil  'Ii  iiiaml,  wcro 
adopted  by  tho  Legislatures  of  South  Carolioa, 
North  Oamiinft,  Alahama,  and  donbdess  other 
SlsveBtatea 

*  Tilt;  Tikhmond  Whiij,  iu  tho  course  of  a  Jbk* 
niination  ngainst  tho  Al-olitionists,  said; 

'"The  pP'jfile  of  the  North  must  go  to  iianging 
these  fanatics  if  Ot^ij  u  ouOl  not  km  the  Imefit  of 
the  iSouthem  trade^  and  tliey  vcill  do  it.  *  ♦  •  De- 
]«nd  upon  it,  the  Northern  people  «£B 

rijire  ill.  ir  ]'i''-rtit  lacr'tttve  tnuU  icith  Ihf.  South, 
60  long  tu  Uu;  iianyin/j  of  a  few  tJu/usatidn  will  jtrC' 
ventiL" 

Not  a  bad  nalwilatkm,  promiitd  "the  Northora 

]icf)pli_'"  and  the  eujoyers  of  "the  lucrative  trade" 
aforesaid  had  been  idenlicsl  I  but  they  were  not. 


Digitized  by  Google 


124 


TH8  AHEBIOAN  OONFLIOT. 


foster  an  amioftble  mteroonne  and  coFre- 
flpondenoe  between  all  the  members  of  the 

confederacy,  from  being  used  as  an  instru- 
ment of  an  opposite  character.  The  Gen- 
eral Gorernment,  to  which  the  great  tmat  is 

coiiii«K  il  of  preservinp  inviolate  the  relations  i 
created  umuug  the  btates  by  the  Coustitu- 
tinm,  is  especifuly  boand  to  avoid,  in  its  own 
aotion,  any  tiling  that  may  disturb  them.  I 
would  therefore  coll  the  special  attention  of 
OoDgroM  to  the  subject,  and  respectfidly 
BUfTtTi'st  tlio  j^opriety  of  passing  such  a  law 
as  will  prohibit,  under  severe  ponulties,  the 
dronlatioD  iu  the  Southern  States,  through 
the  mail,  of  incendiary  publication!?  intended 
to  instigate  the  slaves  to  insurrectioa." 

Had  ihe  Flraaident  hetsu  aaked  to 
Justify  his  charges  against  bis  fellow- 

citizens  of  having  "  attempted  to 
cncidate,  through  the  maik,  inflam- 
matory appeals,  addressed  to  the  pas- 
sions of  slaves,  in  prints"  etc.,  etc., 
he  must  liave  answere<i  that  he  had 
heard  or  read  charges  to  this  effect, 
and  had  believed  them.  But  it  was 
in  vain  tbat  the  Abolitionisto  remon^ 
«trated,  and  protested,  and  called  for 
proo&  The  slaveholding  interest 
detested  and  feared  them;  the  mob 
was  in  full  cry  at  their  heels ;  and  it 
was  the  seeming  interest  of  the  great 
majority  of  speakers  and  writers  to 
join  in  the  hunt,* 

GoYemor  Marcy  followed  in  the 
footsteps  of  his  party  chieC  In  his 
Annnid  Message  of  January  5, 1836 
—five  weeks  later  than  the  foregoing 
— ^he  said : 

*'  Relying  on  the  influence  of  a  sonnd  and 
enlightened  public  opinion  to  restrain  and 
control  the  misconduct  of  the  citizens  of  a 
free  government,  especially  when  directed, 
as  it  has  been  in  this  case,  with  unexampled 
enercry  and  unanimity,  to  the  particular  evik 
under  consideration,  and  perceiving  tiiat  its 
operatlona  have  been  fhtui  fkr  aalatuy,  I  en- 
tertain the  best  hopes  that  thiM  reiiu  dy,  of 
itself,  will  entirely  remove  these  eviU,  or 
render  tbem  comparativdy  hannlaaa.  But, 
if  these  reawnablo  expectations  should,  un- 

*  "  Now  wo  tell  them  [the  Abolitionists]  that 
when  they  openly  and  publii^  promulgate  doo> 
trims  which  ontrsjiie  public  reeling,  they  have 
no  riglit  to  (Jomanti  pn)tc-<"tion  of  the  jjcriple  llicy 
insulL   Ought  not,  wo  ask,  our  aty  auihohtiea 


happily,  be  diBi4>pointed ;  i^  in  the  &oe  of 
numerons  and  striking  ezhiMMont  of  pnblio 

reprobation,  elicited  from  our  constituents 
hj  a  just  fear  of  the  &tal  issues  in  whidi 
the  vneurbed  ellbrts  of  the  AhoVtlonisIs 

may  ultiinutely  (-iid,  any  considernblc  portion 
of  these  misguided  men  shall  persist  in  push* 
ing  them  fi»nrard  to  diaafltroin  eonaeqiMB* 
CCS,  then  a  question,  new  to  our  confedw> 
acy,  will  necessarily  arise,  and  must  be  nuC 
It  must  then  be  determiBed  how  flir  tilt 
several  States  can  provide,  within  the  proper 
exercise  of  tlieir  constitution;!!  jiowers,  and 
how  far,  in  fulfillment  of  ili.  iligations  re- 
sulting from  their  federal  rehitions,  they 
ought  to  provide,  by  their  own  laws,  for  the 
trial  and  punishment  by  their  own  judica- 
tories, of  residents  within  then*  limits,  gfultj 
of  acts  therein,  which  are  calculated  and 
intended]  to  excite  insurrection  and  rebellion 
in  a  sister  State.  *  *  *  i  cannot  doubt 
that  the  Le^atnre  poaaesms  the  power  to 

pa'^s  su(  h  ]icnal  laws  as  will  have  the  effect 
of  prevuuting  the  citizens  of  thb  State  and 
residents  wiuhi  it  from  availing  theraaelves, 
with  impunity,  of  the  j)rotectiou  of  its  sover- 
eignty and  laws,  whUo  tiiey  are  actually  em- 
ployed in  exciting  inaarrection  and  seditioa 
in  a  sister  State,  or  engaged  in  trcnsotiable 
enterprises,  intended  to  be  exe<;uted  therein." 

A  legishitivc  Rcfxjrt  responsive  to 
these  roconimenilations  was  made  in 
Mat/  followin<r,  just  at  the  close  of 
the  seesiun,  which  assumed  to  pledge 
the  ftith  of  the  State  to  paaa  sndi 
laws  as  were  suggested  by  the  Gkyr* 
emor,  whenever  they  shall  he  rejui- 
site!  This  report  was doly  forwarded 
to  the  Southern  Govemon^  but  not 
eiioalated  at  large,  nor  was  any  such 
action  as  it  proposed  ever  taken — 
or  meant  to  be.  Governor  Edward 
Everett  (Whig),  of  Massachusetts, 
sent*  a  Message  to  the  Legislature  of 
his  Btate^  oommnnicating  the  de- 
mands of  certain  Southern  States 
that  anti-Slayery  inculcations  in  the 
Free  States  should  be  legally  snp* 
pressed,  and  saying: 

Whatever  by  ^lireot  and  neoeaaaiy  ops- 

to  make  thorn  uuderstuti<l  this — to  tell  them  Uiat 
they  prosecute  their  treasonable  and  ssAiiTLT 
plans  at  tiwir  own  periir*— JAw  York  Omier 
itnd  Krujuirer,  11th  July,  16S4 
( January  6,  lb3C 
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lilfcm  to  caUulated  to  exoito  an  insurrectioa 
among  the  skTeft,  has  been  held,  by  highly 
respectable  legiil  authority,  an  ulTcnsc  against 
the  peace  of  this  oommonwealtb,  which  may 
be  proaeooted  m  >  mitdtmtamor  at  common 


The  Legubtnie  leftned  the  sub- 
ject to  a  joint  Oommitteey  whereof 

a  conspicuoiu  champion  of  Slavei^ 
irae  Chairman.  The  Abolitionists 
perceived  and  eagerly  embraced  their 
opportunity.  They  demanded  a  liear- 
ing  before  this  Committee — they  1)6- 
ing  accut»ed  of  grave  misdemeanors 
in  the  docimientd  whereon  it  was  to 
act-HUid  ^biear  xeqoert  ttvdily 
•ooeded  to.  On  the  8d  of  March, 
lS9$f  ih^  were  appriaed  iSbaJt  they 
woaldhehetaednea^  day.  They  were 
duly  present  accordingly — ^the  Com- 
mittee i^ittin<r  in  the  epaoious  Repre- 
isentatives'  Hall,  neither  House  being 
in  eeseion.  15rief  addresi*es  in  tlieir 
b^alf  were  lieard  from  Kev.  Samuel 
J.  May  and  Ellis  Gray  Loring,  who 
were  followed  by  Flroftewnr  Cliarles 
Folkn,  wbo^  in  the  ooniae  of  his  re- 
marks, alluded  to  the  mob  outrages 
to  which  the  Abolitionists  had  re- 
cently been  subjected,  remarking 
that  any  lejrislative  enactment  to 
their  jitejudice  would  tend  to  encour- 
age their  adversaries  to  rei>eat  those 
outrages.  The  Chairman  treated  tlilB 
lemaik  as  disrespectM  to  the  Com- 
mittee, and  abruptly  terminated  .the 
hearing.  The  Abolitionists  therenpon 
completed  promptly  their  defense,  and 
issued  it  in  a  pamphlet,  which  natu- 
rally attracted  public  attention,  and 
a  popular  conviction  that  fair  play 
had  not  been  accorded  them  was 
manifested.  The  Legislature  shared 
it,  and  direetedits  Committee  to  allow 
them  a  ftdl  hearing.  Monday,  the 
8th,  was  aooordingly  appointed  for 
the  purpose.  By  this  time,  the  pnUbks 


interest  had  become  diffused  and  in- 
tensified, and  the  Hall  was  crowded 
with  earnest  auditors.  The  Rev. 
William  E.  Channing,  then  the  most 
eminent  clergyman  in  New  England, 
appeared  among  the  champions  of 
Free  Speech.  Froftssor  Folton  con* 
eluded,  and  was  followed  by  Samnel 
E,  Sewall,  "William  Lloyd  Garrison, 
and  William  Goodell — the  last-named 
stigmatizing  the  demand  of  the  South 
and  its  backers  as  an  assault  on  the 
liberties  of  tlie  North.  Mr.  Bond,  a 
Boston  merchant,  and  Dr.  Bradley, 
from  Plymouth,  were  prompted  by 
the  impulse  of  the  hoar  to  add 
their  unpremeditated  remonstranoea 
against  the  contemplated  invasion  of 
time-honored  rights.  Darkness  had 
set  in  when  the  Committee  rose,  and 
a  low  murmur  of  approving  multi- 
tudes gave  token  that  the  cause  of 
liberty  had  triumphed.  The  Com- 
mittee reported  adversely  to  the  "  agi- 
tators" and  **  fknatios"  at  the  bed  of 
the  sesaicn,  but  in  evident  despair  of 
any  accordant  action ;  and  none  was 
ever  had.  Massachusetts  refused  to 
manacle  her  own  people  in  order  to 
rivet  more  securely  the  shackles  of 
others. 

Rhode  Island  was  the  tlieatre  of 
a  similar  attempt,  ending  iu  a  similar 
failure.  And  i^  in  any  other  State^ 
like  efforts  were  made,  they  were 
likewise  deftal^  Ko  nominally  iVee 
Stide,  however  Iiostile  to  Abolition, 
consented  to  make  it  a  crime  on  the 
part  of  her  people  to  "  preach  deliv- 
erance to  the  ea]>tivc." 

But  the  systematic  suppression  of 
anti-Slavery  teaching  by  riot  and 
mob-violence  w&s,  for  a  time,  well- 
nigh  unirersdl  In  New  York,  a 
meeting  at  Gilinton  Hall,  to  oiganise 
a  Oitry  Anti-8UiTeiy  Sodely,  haWng 
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been  called  for  the  evenin<j  of  Octo- 
ber 2, 1833,  there  uj)pe;ired  a  counter- 
call  from  ''Muny  Southrons"  for  a 
meeting  at  the  same  time  and  place. 
In.  ap^^rehension  of  a  riot,  GUnton 
HaU  was  not  opened ;  bntsaoh  of  the 
AboIitioniBtB  as  could  be  notified  on 
the  instant  repaired  to  the  Chathum 
street  Chapel.  Tlieir  opponents  met 
in  Tammany  II all,  and,  &t\er  making 
their  speeches  and  passing  their  re- 
solves unquestioned,  were  about  to 
adjourn,  when  they  were  apprised  of 
iihe  meeting  in  the  Ohapel.  ''Let  ns 
rout  theml"  was  the  general  cxy; 
and  they  rushed  noisily  to  the  Chapel 
only  to  find  ibat  the  Abolitionists  had 
departed.  "  Ten  thousand  dollars  for 
Arthur  Tappan  !"  M  as  shouted ;  but 
no  one  was  molested,  and  tlie  crowd 
dissolved  in  tlie  comforting  assurance 
that  the  Union  was  safe. 

But  on  the  4ih  of  July,  1834,  an  at- 
tempt to  hold  an  anti-Slavery  celebra- 
tion in  Ohatham-Btreet  Ghapd  was 
the  signal  for'a  fbrions  and  alarming 
riot.  The  prayer,  the  singing,  and 
the  reading  of  the  Declaration,  were 
CTidured  with  tolerable  patience ;  but 
a  Declaration  of  the  Sentiments  of 
the  Anti-Slavery  Society  by  Lewis 
Tappan  was  interrupted  by  hisses ; 
and  when  David  Paul  Brown,  of 
FhHadelphia,  conmienced  his  oration, 
it  was  soon  moni&Bt  that  alaige  por- 
tion of  the  audience  had  come  ex- 
presely  7wf  to  hear  him,  nor  let  any 
one  else.  Kev.  Samuel  IF.  Cl>k  in- 
terposed in  behalf  of  Free  Speech ; 
but  both  were  clamored  down  with 
cries  of  "  Treason  !  Treason  I  Hur- 
rah for  the  Union  I"  and  the  meeting 
quietly  dispersed,  without  awaiting 
or  provoking  further  violence. 

The  laadbig  commercial  jdumals 
having  commended  this  experiment 


in  Union-saving,  the  actors  were  nat- 
urally impelled  to  extend  it.  At 
midnight  on  the  9th,  the  dwelling  of 
Lewis  Tappan  was  broken  open  by  a 
mob,  his  fbmiture  carried  into  the 
street,  and  consigned  to  the  flames^ 
The  burning  of  the  house  was  then 
]>nipo8ed;  but  the  Mayor  remonstra- 
ted, and  it  was  forborne.  The  riots 
were  continued  thrfiufrh  the  next 
day ;  the  doors  and  windows  of  Dr. 
Cox's  (Presbyterian)  clnirch  being 
broken,  with  those  of  Dr.  Ludlow's 
church;  while  a  Baptist,  a  Hethodiat, 
and  a  Protestant  Episcopal  church, 
belonging  to  oolcned  oongr^gationa, 
were  badly  shattered,  and  one  of 
them  nearly  destroyed,  as  was  a 
school-house  for  colored  children,  and 
many  dwellings  inliabitod  by  ncirroes, 
while  others  were  seriously  injured. 
Many  rioters  were  arrested  during 
these  days  by  the  police,  but  none  of 
them  was  ever  punished. 

Newark,  New  Jersey,  imitated  this 
riot  on  the  11  tb,  but  ynHk  indifferent 
success.  A  church  was  somewhat  idi* 
jured. 

Philadelphia  followed  on  the  13tb 
of  August.  Her  riots  la-^ted  three 
nights,  and  the  hannless  and'^ower- 
less  blacks  were  maiidv  their  vie- 
tuns.  Forly-fonrhouses(moetly  small) 
were  destroyed  or  seriously  injured. 
Among  them  was  a  colored  Presby- 
terian church.  Several  of  the  blacks 
were  chased  and  assaulted,  one  of 
them  being  beaten  to  death,  and  an- 
other losing  his  life  in  attempting  to 
swim  the  Schuylkill  to  escape  his 
pursuers. 

At  Woroeeter,  MaaaaehnsetlB,  Au- 
gust 10, 1835,  tlie  Bev.  Orange  Scott, 
who  was  lecturing  against  Slaveiy, 
was  assaulted,  his  notes  torn  up,  and 
personal  violence  attempted. 
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At  Concord,  Kew  Hampshire,  on  ! 
the  same  <lay,  a  mol)  demolished  an  \ 
academy,  because  colored  boys  were 
admittod  as  pupils. 

At  Oanterbuiy,  Ooimeotieat,  Ifiss 
Fradenoe  OnncUJl  having  attempt- 
ed, in  1838,  to  open  a  eehool  for 
ooloied  children,  an  act  was  poaped 
hy  the  Legislature  forbidding  any 
teaching  within  that  State  of  colored 
youth  from  other  States.  She  per- 
sisted, and  was  ihiprisoned  for  it  as  a 
malefactor.  IIa\'ing  been  liboratc-d, 
Bhe  resumed  her  school ;  when  it  was 
hcoken  up  by  molhviolfflice. 

The  riots  whereof  the  foregoing  are 
BpedmenB  were  too  numerous  and 
wide-spread  to  be  even  glanced  at  sev- 
erally, 't'hey  were,  doubtles-^,  multi- 
plied and  intensified  by  the  presence 
in  our  country  of  Georok  Thompson, 
an  eminent  and  ardent  English  Aboli- 
tioiiist,  who — now  that  the  triumph 
of  EmanoiiMtion  in  the  BrilJsh  West 
Indies  was  seenred — came  over  to  aid 
the  kindred  stroggle  in  this  country. 
That  a  Briton  should  presume  to 
plead  for  Liberty  in  this  free  and 
enliirhtened  countrv  was  not  to  be 
endured  ;  and  Mr.  Thompson's  elo- 
quence, fervor,  and  thorouiihness,  in- 
creased the  hostility  excited  by  his 
presence,  which,  of  itself,  was  held 
an  ample  excuse  for  mobs.  He  was 
finaDj  induced  to  desiBt  and  retnm 
to  En^^and,  fiwn  a  conviction  that 
the  prejndioe  aronsed  by  his  interfe- 
rence in  what  was  epteemed  a  domes- 
tic difference  overbalanced  the  good 
effect  of  his  lectures.  The  close  of 
this  year  (1S35)  was  signalized  by  the 
'  I  conversion  of  Gerbtt  Smith — hitherto 
a  leading  and  zealous  Cblonizationist 
— to  thepiinciplesof  the  Abolitionists. 

In  Kortfafield,  New  Hampshire^ 
Beoember  14^  1865,  Ber.  George 


Storrs  attempted  to  deliver  an  anti- 
Slavery  lecture,  but  was  dragged 
from  his  knees  while  at  prayer,  pre- 
liminary to  his  address,  by  a  deputy 
sheriff  on  the  strength  of  a  warrant 
issued  by  a  justice^  on  a  complaint 
chai^ging  him  with  being  *^  a  common 
riot  er  and  brawler,"  ^an  idle  and  dis- 
orderly person,  going  about  the  town 
and  county  disturbing  the  pnl^lic 
peace."  On  trial,  he  was  acquittod; 
but,  on  the  Slst  of  March  following, 
after  having  lectured  at  Pittstield, 
New  Hampshire,  he  was  again  ar* 
rested  whde  at  prayer,  on  a  writ 
issued  by  one  who  afterward  became 
a  Member  of  Congress,  tried  the 
same  day,  convicted,  and  Bentcnced 
to  three  months'  imprisonment  in  the 
TTouso  of  Correction.  Tie  a]ipealed, 
and  that  was  probably  the  end  of  the 
matter. 

At  Boston,  October  21,  1836,  a 
large  and  most  respectable  mob,  oom^ 
posed  in  good  part  of  merchants,  as- 
sailed a  meeting  of  tfie  Female  Anti-  . 
Shn^eiy  Society,  while  its  President 
was  at  prayer,  and  dispersed  it, 
William  Lloyd  Garrison,  ha^^ng  es- 
caped, was  found  concealed  in  a  cabi- 
net-maker's shop,  seized  and  dragged 
through  the  streets  with  a  rope  around 
his  body,  threatened  with  tar  and 
feathers,  but  finally  conducted  to  the 
Mayor,  who  lodged  him  in  jaU  tQl 
the  next  day,  to  protect  him  fycm. 
further  violence.  At  the  earnest  re- 
quest of  the  authorities,  he  left  town  • 
for  a  time. 

At  Utica,  Kew  Yorlc,  the  same 
day,  a  meeting,  convened  to  fonn  a 
State  Anti-Slavery  Society,  was  bro- 
ken up  by  a  most  respectable  Oom* 
mittee,  appointed  by  a  large  meeting 
of  citiaeDS.  The  office  •of  a  Demo* 
eratic  jonmal  that  had  spoken  kindly 
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of  the  Abolitionists  was  assailed  and 
its  preis  tiiruwu  down.  Ti^e  disci- 
pliue  proved  effective.  Ko  Demo- 
enlio  jomnal  ionwd  in  that  dty  hts 
rinoe  Tentnied  to  speak  a  woid  ftr 
Freedom  or  Humanity.  The  Aboli- 
tionistB,  at  Gerrit  Smith's  invitation, 
acyoiirntMl  to  liis  home  at  Peterbo- 
rough, Madison  County,  and  there 
ocnnpleted  their  organization. 


At  the  South,  there  was  but  one 
mode  of  dealing  with  Ahoilitiiin|g|»— 
that  described  by  Henry  A.  Wise  as 
made  vp  of  ^jDnpont's  bsst  [gmi- 
powder],  and  cold  steel*'  *'  Let  your 
emiusaries  cross  tl»e  Potomae)"  writes 
the  Rev.  T.  S.  Witherspoon  from 
Alabama  to  TV^'  Emancipator^  "and 
I  can  ])romise  you  that  your  fate 
will  be  no  less  than  ilaman's.'"' '  Says 
^  the  Eev.  William  Plummer,  D.  Di, 
of  Biehmondy  Yiiginia,  in  reqionse 
(July,  1885)  to  a  call  fat  a  meeting 
of  the  deigy  to  take  action  on  the 


exciting  topic,  "  Let  the  Abolitionists 
understand  that  they  wiU  he  caught 
if  they  come  among^  us,  and  they  will 
take  good  care  to  stay  away."*  Tha 
oalcnlatkm  was  a  toleiably  soand 
one;  yet  it  did.  not  save  quite  a 
number  of  persona— mainly  of  North- 
em  birth — who  were  seized  at  vari- 
ous points  throughout  tlie  South  on 
Bus]>icii)ii  of  being  anti-Slavery,  and 
ver>'  suiinnarily  put  to  death — hume 
with,  and  some  without,  a  mob  trial. 
Had  there  1»een  any  proof*  against 
tiiem,  they  wonld  donbtleis  have  been 
left  to  the  operation  of  the-  laws  tat 
such  oases  made  and  provided;  for 
these  were  certainly  harsh  mattlfjx  to 
satisfy  even  Wise  himself. 

At  Charleston,  S.  C.,*July  29, 
1835,  it  was  noised  about  that  the 
mails  just  arrived  from  the  !North 
contained  a  quantity  of  Abolition 
periodieals  and  docoments.  A  pub- 
lic meetipg  was  thereupon  odled, 
which  the  Beverend  dotgy  of  the 


^  At  a  public  meeting  oooTCotd  in  fhAckHrdk  in 
^  town  of  OUmoB,  Wmimi^  flaptanbcr  6, 

1835,  it 

.  liesolved,  That  it  is  our  decided  ojnuioii.  that 
taay  individual  who  dares  to  cin  uhite.  with  a 
Tiew  to  effectuate  tbe  deagns  of  the  AboUtion- 
bta,  any  of  the  inoendUuy  traota  or  newsiMfiera 
now  in  the  course  of  tran?Tni«<sinn  to  titis  country, 
is  justly  wortliy,  in  the  pipht  of  Uod  and  man,  of 
immediate  death:  and  we  doubt  not  thai  fuch 
•would  be  the  punishment  of  aoj  such  offender, 
in  any  part  of  the  State  of  WaMpfi  wiiare  he 
may  be  found." 

a  "The  ay  of  tbe  whole  South  fhould  be  death 
•Instant  deatii — to  the  abolitkmist,  whererer 

he  is  oriutrlit.'' — Aw/ti-ifa  (Ga.)  Chronk!r\ 

"  Wo  niii  assure  the  Bostouians,  one  and  all, 
who  hiivv  C'tubarkcd  in  tho  ncfaritjus  Bchenio  of 
abolishing  Siavei7  at  the  South,  that  laahee  wHl 
hmalW  be  spared  tiie  iMcki  of  their«iiiiaiariea. 
Lei  them  send  (^\:t  their  men  to  T/Miisiana;  ttiey 
win  never  return  tu  telltbeir  Bun'oringSfbottil^ 
diall  expiate  tho  crime  of  interfering  with  our 
domwtio  institutiona,  Irr  being  burned  at  Thb 
■Tin.**— JVfcw  Orbant  ihw  American, 

"Abolition  editors  in  Slave  Stntca  will  not 
dare  u>  avow  tiieir  opinions.  It  wuuld  bo  in- 
stant DEATH  to  them." — Mimouri  Anjua. 

.And  Ms.  PmbU%  of  Soutii  OHtQliB%  who 


dellyered  a  speedt  at  Oolumbk  in  refemce  to  a' 

proposed  railroad,  In  which  he  despomdflig^ 
drew  a  forcible  contract  l>etwoen  tlio  energy,  en- 
terpriM},  knowledge,  and  happiness  of  tlic  2sorih, 
and  flM  inertlai  bidifiBos^  and  deoay  of  the 
Bouib,  In  the  TJ.  S.  Senate  afterward  declared : 

"Let  an  aVnilitionisl  come  within  the  liorders 
of  South  C  arulina,  if  we  can  catdi  we  will  try 
him,  and,  notwithstanding  all  the  interference  of 
all  tho  govommenta  of  the  earth,  indnding  tlis 
Federal  Government,  wo  will  hang  him." — S$$ 
"K  7.  Journal  of  ConDnerce,"  June  6,  18;!S. 

*  In  1836,  a  suspicion  was  aroused  in  Madison 
Ooaatf,  lOsrisrippiilbalaoansplraioyfiHra  d«ff« 
insurrection  existed.  Five  necrrfM  s  were  first 
hung;  then  five  white  men.  Tho  pamphlet  put 
forth  by  tiielr  moib-murderBm  shows  that  then 
was  no  resi  evideace  against  any  of  them— that 
their  lives  were  sacrificed  to  a  cowardly  paniO| 
which  would  not  be  appeased  without  blood- 
died.  Tb*  wbSIm  w«ra  Img  at  an  hour's  no- 
tice, protesting  tlieir  innocence  to  the  last  And 
this  is  but  one  case  out  of  many  such.  In  a 
panic  of  this  klad,  sfniy  iM»-ds««lMldBr  wlw 
ever  said  a  kind  word  or  dtd  ftbomsDe  sakfbr  a 
nsgio  is  ft  doooMd  aisa. 
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fity  attended  in  a  body,  "lending," 
saja  The  Courier  of  next  morning, 
''tlioir  sanction  to  the  procecdin*^, ' 
and  adding,  by  their  presence,  to  the 
impreflsive  character  of  the  Bceno.'' 
Thid  meeting  unanlmouslj  resolved 
that  all  the  mail  matter  in  qiiortkHi 
should  be  Imnit,  and  it  was  burnt 
■ooofrdingly — the  mails  being  search- 
ed and  rifled  for  the  purpose ;  "  al- 
though," (says  The  ihwrier\  "ar- 
rangements had  previoHBly  been 
made  at  the  Post-othce  to  arrest  the 
circulation  ot  incendiaiy  matter,  until 
instnictioii!*  could  be  received  from 
the  Department  at  Washington;" 
and  *'it  might  have  been  better,  per- 
haps, to  have  awaited  the  answer  be- 
Ibte  proceeding  to  extremities."  Bnt 
Kr.  Amos  Kendall,  then  Postmaster- 
General,  was  not  the  man  to  "  liint  a 
&ult,  or  hesitate  dislike,"  with  regard  j 
to  such  mail  robbery,  though  obliged ; 
to  confess  that  it  was  not  strictlj  ac- 
cording to  act  of  Congress. 

"  I  am  satisfied,"  he  replied  to  the  Post- 
master's application,  "  that  the  Postiiiastcr- 
Oeneffs]  no  lenl  avtboritf  to  exclode 
newspapers  from  tlio  mail,  nor  to  prohibit 
their  carriage  or  delivery  on  account  of  their 
ehau'acter  or  teaden^,  real  or  snpposed." 

Bat  I  am  not  ])ropar«d  to  direct  you  to 
forward  or  deliver  llio  papers  of  which  you 
speak."  "  By  no  act  or  direction  of  mine, 
o^ial  or  private,  could  I  be  induced  to  aid, 
knowingly,  in  pivin^  circulation  to  papers 
of  thi.s  (icscrlittion,  directly  or  indirectly. 
Wo  owe  an  obligation  to  the  law$^  but  a 
\igk«r  one  to  the  eommnnltiM  In  which  ire 

live;  and,  if  the  /omifr  he  permit  ted  to  de- 
•troj  the  latter^  it  is  patriotism  to  disregard 
them.  EnterUuning  thew  riewB,  I  eanmt 
tanction,  and  will  not  condemn,  the  stop  yoii 
have  taken.  Your  justitication  must  bo 
looked  for  in  the  charaeter  of  the  papers 
detainer!,  and  the  ciromnstiBoes  bj  wAioh 
you  are  surrounded." 

Governor  Seward  has  been  widely 
eharered  and  credited  with  the  autlior- 
&hip  of  the  liigher  law  "  doctrine  ; 
but  hero  we  find  it  dearlj  set  forth 


in  a  grove  Democratic  State  paper, 
fifteen  years  before  he  uttered  il 
And  it  is  yet  far  older  than  this. 

General  Jackson's  recommendation 
of  repression  bj  law  of  the  circula- 
tion of  '*inoen<&ai7"  matter  throng 
the  mails,  was  referred  by  the  Senate 
to  a  Select  Oommittee^  whereof  John 
C.  Calhoun  wai^  Chairman.  The 
perilous  scope  of  any  such  legislation 
was  at  once  clear  to  the  keen  intel- 
lect of  that  statesman,  who  had  by 
tliis  time  learned  to  dread  "Consoli- 
dation" a,s  intensely  as  he  detested 
"Abolition."  He  reported  (Febru- 
ary 4,  1836),  that  the  measme  pro- 
posed by  the  President  wonld  violate 
the  Constitation,  and  imperil  pnblio 
liberty. 

"  Nothinpf  is  more  clear,"  says  the  Report, 
''than  that  the  admission  of  tlic  right  of 
OongroM  to  determine  what  ])apers  are  in- 
cendiary, and,  as  such,  to  pr<>iii!iit  their  cir- 
culation through  the  mail,  necessarily  in- 
vqIvm  the  noBT  to  determiae  what  aro  iror 
incendiary,  and  enforce  their  eironlation. 
*  •  *,  If  Congres.s  may  this  year  decide 
what  incendiary  publications  abb,  they  may, 
next  year,  decide  wliat  they  are  not,  and 
tlius  laden  their  mails  with  real  or  covert 
abolitkmism.  It  belongs  to  the 

Statis,  and  not  to  Congress,  to  determine 
wliat  i«  or  is  not  calculated  to  diaiurb  iheir 
seonrity.** 

He  proposed,  therefore,  that  each 

State  should  determine  fur  itself  what 
kind  of  reading  it  would  deem  "  in- 
cendiary," and  that  Congress  should 
thereupon  prohibit  the  transmission 
by  mail  of  such  matter  to  that  State. 
lie  concluded  with  a  bill,  which  con- 
tained this  provision : 

"  J9S9  ft  maoUl,  etc.,  Tbat  it  shall  not  he 
lawftd  for  say  deputy  postmaster,  in  any 
Btate^  Terriliory,  or  Diatrict,  of  the  United 
StatM,  knowingly,  to  deliver  to  any  person 

whntaoever.  any  pamphlets  newspaper,  hand- 
bill, or  other  printed  paper  or  pictorial  rep- 
resentation, touching  the  subject  of  81a* 
very,  where,  by  the  laws  of  the  snid  State, 
Territory,  or  District,  their  circulation  ia- 
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prohibited ;  and  any  deputy  postmaster  who 
thull  be  guilty  thereof  Bball  be  forthwith 
nmoTed  from  office." 

Tliis  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  by  18  Yeas  to  18  NayB — ^Mr. 
Yan  Baren,  then  Vioe-PreBident,  giv- 
ing tihe  casting  Tote  in  the  aflBrmap 
tive.  It  failed,  however,  to  paas ;  and 
that  ended  the  matter. 


EujAn  P.  T^VEJOT,  son  of  Rev. 
Daniel  Love  joy,  and  the  eldet*t  of 
Beven  el li Id  mi,  wa.s  bom  at  Albion, 
Maine,  oS'owniber  9,  1802.  liis  an- 
oestOTs,  partly  English  and  partly 
Scotch,  all  of  the  industrious  middle 
daas,  had  heen  citizens  of  Kew  Hamp- 
shire and  of  Maine  for  several  genera- 
tions.  He  was  distinguished,  from 
early  youth,  alike  for  diligence  in 
labor  and  for  /.o;il  nnd  puccess  in  the 
acquisition  (»f  kiioMiedfje.  Ib^  grad- 
uated with  liigli  honors  at  ^Vate^- 
ville  College,  Maine,  in  September, 
1826.  In  May  following,  he  turned 
hu  &oe  westward,  and  in  iJie  antnmn 
of  that  year  found  employment  as  a 
teacdier  in  6t.  Louis.  In  1828,  he 
became  editor  of  a  political  journal, 
of  the  "  Nationjil  Kciniblican"  faith, 
and  w;is  thence  actively  engaired  in 
politics  of  the  Clay  and  Webster 
school,  until  January,  1832,  when 
he  was  brought  under  deep  religious 
impressions,  and  the  n^  month 
nnited  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
BelinquiBhing  his  political  parsnits 
and  prospects,  he  engaged  in  a  course 
of  t-tii<ly  preparatory  f  t  the  ministry, 
enterini^  tliC/  Theological  Seminar}^ 
at  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  on  the 
24th  of  March,  He  received,  next 
Spring,  a  license  to  preach  fi-om  the 
second  F^bytery  of  Philadelphia, 
and  spent  the  Summer  as  an  evange- 


list in  Newport,  R.  I.,  and  in  New 
York.  Ho  left  tlic  last-named  city 
in  tlie  autumn  of  that  year,  and  re- 
turned to  St.  Louis,  at  the  urgent  in- 
vitation of  a  circle  of  fellow-Chris- 
tians, who  desired  him  to  establish 
and  edit  a  religions  newspaper  in  that 
dty — ^furnishing  a  capital  of  twelve 
hundred  dollars  for  tho  puq^ose,  and 
guaranteeing  him,  in  writing,  the  en- 
tire control  of  the  concern.  The  St. 
Louis  0}hsnn'i  )\  weekly,  was  accord- 
ingly first  issued  on  tho  22d  of  No- 
vember. It  was  of  tlie  ••  Evangeli- 
cal" or  Orthodox  Protestant  school, 
but  had  no  controversy,  save  with 
wickednesa,  and  no  purpose,  but  to 
quicken  the  zeal  and  enlariro  the  use- 
fulness of  professing  CliristianSj  while 
adding,  if  possil)k',  to  tlieir  nimiber. 
There  is  no  evidence  tlmt  it  wjis  com- 
menced witli  any  intent  to  war  on 
Slavery,  nr  with  any  expectation  of 
exciting  the  special  hostility  of  any 
interest  bnt  that  of  Satan.  Its  first 
exhibition  of  a  combative  or  belliger* 
ent  tendency  had  for  its  object  the 
Roman  Catholics  and  their  dogmas; 
but  this,  though  it  naturally  proyok- 
cd  some  resentment  in  a  city  so 
hirgely  Catliolic  as  St.  Lonis,  excited 
no  tunmlt  or  violence.  Its  lirst  arti- 
cles concerning  Slavery  were  exceed- 
ingly moderate  in  their  tone,  and  &- 
vorable  rather  to  Colonization  than 
to  immediate  Abolition.  Even  when 
the  editor  first  took  decided  ground 
against  Slavery,'"  ho  still  affirmed  his 
hostility  to  immediate,  unconditional 
emancipation.  This  arti<-le  was,  in 
part,  based  on  an  editorial  in  T/ie  St. 
Louis  Licjruhlicatij  of  the  ]>reeeding 
week,  which — discussing  a  proposed 
Oonventioa  to  revise  the  Gonstitation 
of  that  State— said : 


•    ATTEMPT  TO  GAG  A  BBLIGIOUB  JOXTBNAL. 


We  look  to  the  Convention  as  a  happy 
means  of  relieving  tho  State,  at  some  futaro 

day.  of  an  evil  wliich  is  destroying  all  our 
wboleaome  energies,  and  leaving  os,  in 
nornls,  in  enterpnbe,  and  in  wealth,  behind 

the  nci^rliboring  States.  AVo  moan,  of 
coarse,  tlie  carse  of  Slavery.  Wu  are  not 
aboat  to  make  maj  attaele  upon  tho  rights 

of  those  who  nt  present  hold  tlii-i  description 
of  property.  They  ought  tu  he  ro.si>ected  to 
the  letter.  Wo  only  propo-H)  tliut  ine;usures 
sli.-ill  now  be  takon  for  tlie  Alxilitiiui  of 
Slavery,  at  such  distant  period  of  time  as 
may  be  thouf?ht  expedient,  and  eventually 
for  ridding  the  conntty  aUogetlier  of  a  color- 
ed population." 

Mr.  LoTejoj,  commenting  on  the 
foregoing,  vidied  that  some  Sonth- 
ern-bom  mui,  of  hlgli  character,  de- 
cided ability,  and  fervent  piety, 
would  take  np  the  subject  of  Slavery 
in  a  proper  gpirit,  and,  being  fami- 
liar, experimentally,  with  all  its  evils 
and  its  dillicnlties,  would  show  the 
pcoj>le,  practically,  what  thcv  ouj^ht 
to  do  with  regard  to  it.  lie  con- 
tinned: 

To  snch  a  man,  a  golden  opportunity  of 
doing  good  is  oti'ered.  We  helieve  the  ininda 
of  tho  eood  jjeoplo  of  this  State  are  fully 
prepared  to  listen  to  him — to  give  a  dispas- 
■ionate  consideration  to  the  facts  and  rea- 
aonings  he  might  present  oonnocted  with 
the  nitiJeet  of  Slavety.  Pablio  wwitiment, 

»  St.  U>vt%  October  6,  1835. 

lb  A*  Rfv.  K  P.  iMMjoy,  Editor  of  The  Obuner: 

Sr:— Hie  undersigned,  friends  nnd  support- 
ers of  the  "Observer,"  beg  le.-wo  to  sugtri  fst, 
that  the  present  totnper  of  iIi''  ilnios  re-quires  a 
change  in  the  manner  of  conducting  that  print 
in  re  latu  (Q  to  tho  pubjoct  of  domestic  Slavery. 

Tho  public  mind  ia  greatly  excited,  and,  owing 
to  the  unjuHtitiable  interference  of  our  Northern 
brethren  willi  our  social  r<  Irition.s,  tho  commii- 
iiirv  are.  perhaps^  act  in  a  situation  to  endure 

11 1  doctrine  teielatioa  to  this  Ruhject.  In- 
deed, we  have  reason  to  believe,  that  violence 
Is  even  now  meditated  afrninst  tho  "Observer 
Office ;"  and  wo  do  btlieve  that  true  policy  and 
the  interests  of  religiun  re<iuirc  that  tho  discos- 
non  of  this  exciting  queatiMi  should  be  at  least 
poettwned  in  this  State. 

Although  wo  do  not  claim  tho  right  to  pre- 
aeribe  your  coarse  as  an  Editi^r,  wo  hn;)e  tliat 
the  concurring  opiniona  of  so  many  personn, 
haviog  the  interest  of  your  paper  and  of  reli- 
gion both  at  heart,  may  induce  you  to  distrust 
jotu*  own  Judgment,  and  so  far  change  Uie  char- 
aster  of  tiM  '^Obeerrec^'*  aa  to  psM  over  in 
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amongst  us,  is  already  moving  in  this  great 
matter— it  novrwantsto  be  directed  in  some 

defined  channel,  to  some  dcCmitc  lihI. 

**  Taken  ail  in  all,  there  is  not  a  State  in 
this  Union  possessing  Buperior  natural  ad- 
i  vantajrcs  to  our  own.  At  ])rescnt,  Shivery, 
like  an  incubus,  is  paralyzing  oar  energies, 
and,  like  a  dood  of  evil  portrat,  darkemng 
all  our  pro^ipeots.  Let  this  bo  removed,  and 
Missouri  would  at  onoe  start  forward  in  the 
race  of  iinprorement,  with  an  energy  and 
rapidity  of  inovcniont  that  would  soon  plure 
her  in  tho  front  rank  along  with  iho  moat 
favored  of  her  sister  States.** 

He  continued  to  speak  of  Slaveij 

at  intervals,  through  that  Bummery 

leaviiiji]^  his  post  in  October  to  attend 
a  regular  meeting  of  the  rresb^terian 

Synod. 

Directly  after  his  departure,  an  ez-. 
citemmt  ooznineneed  with  r^|;ard  to 
Mb  Btrictures  on  Slavery;  and  the  ' 
proprietors  of  The  Oh»erver,  abimed 

by  threats  of  mob- violence,  issued  a 
card,  promising  that  nothing  should 
be  said  on  the  exciting  subject  until 
the  editor's  return;  and,  this  not 
proving  batisfactory,  they  issued  a  fur- 
ther oaird  on  the  21st,  declaring  them- 
selves, ''one  and  all,"  opposed  to  the 
mad  schemes  of  the  AboHtiomstB. 
Before  this,  a  letter"  had  been  written 

sQenoe  everything  oonneeted  with  the  snl^sct 

of  Slavery.    Wo  would  like  that  you  ^»"W!iwe 
in  your  paper,  your  intention  so  to  do. 

\\'e  shall  be  glad  to  be  informed     jour  d^ 
tennination  in  relation  to  this  matter* 

Bespectfblly,  your  obedient  servants^ 

ARrniBAi.D  Gamule,       G.  W.  Cm.u 

KaTUAK  SLAXVKY,  II.  R.  GAilULE, 

WjuUH  &  Porrs,         HezekuH  Kok, 
Jko.  Kekr. 

I  ooooor  in  the  object  intended  by  this  com- 

flSDUiOtttiOfis 

Bkvk&i^y  Aixsk. 

I  eonenr  In  the  fhregolng. 

J.  B.  BRTAm. 

This  dociuncnt  is  indorsed  as  follows : 

"  I  did  not  yield  to  the  wiahes  here  eacpieswd, 

and  in  oonsequonce  have  boon  iKTsecuted  over 
since.  But  I  have  kept  a  good  corjscienco  in 
the  matter,  and  thai  moro  than  repay.-^  mo  for  nil 
I  have  suflfcrcd,  or  can  suffer.  I  have  swora 
eternal  opposition  to  Sbvery,  and,  by  the  Mei» 
ing  of  God,  I  will  nevar  fo  twdb  Amen. 

"  OcUb&r  U,  1831"  * 
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to  the  editor  by  nine  eminent  citizetis 
of  St.  Louis  (including  II.  K.  Gam- 
ble, her  present  j^rovisional  Gover- 
nor), urging  him  "to  pass  over  in 
nlenoe  everytliiiig  oomieoted  with 
the  subject  of  Silvery  f  -wliich,  in 
due  time,  ho  respectfully  declined. 

The  immediate  cause  of  the  excite- 
ment here  alleged  was  the  illegal  and 
violent  seizure,  in  Illinois,  of  two 
white  men  6nsj)e<'ted  of  having  de- 
coyed blaves  away  from  Saint  Louis. 
The  suspected  persons,  having  been 
forcibly  brought  to  St  LodB,  and 
there  tried  and  convicted  by  a  mob, 
which  voted,  40  to  90,  to  whip, 
rather  than  hang  them,  were  accord- 
'  i^glj  taken  two  mil^  hack  <^  the 
city,  and  there  whipped  between  one 
and  two  hundred  lashes — the  sixty 
wealthy  and  respectahle  eiti/ens  tak- 
ing turns  in  a])plying  the  lash.  A 
public  meeting  was  hereupon  held, 
wherein  it  was  gravely 

"2.  JSe»ohfd,  Tliut  the  right  of  free  dis- 
cussion and  frcfdoni  of  speech  exists  under 
tlie  Constitution  ;  but  that,  being  a  conven- 
tiooal  rtiervation  made  by  the  peofilo  in 
their  Borereign  capacity,  does  not  imply,  a 
moral  right,  on  the  part  of  the  Abolitionists, 
to  freely  discuss  the  subject  of  Slavery, 
either  oroUr  or  fchroagh  the  medium  of  the 
proflB.  It  n  the  aftltation  of  a  qnesHon  too 
nearly  allied  to  tlio  vital  intert'?.ts  of  tlie 
•laveholding  States  to  admit  of  public  dispu- 
tation ;  ana  so  far  from  the  not,  that  the 
movements  of  the  Abolitionists  arc  onnstitii- 
(ioQol,  they  are  in  the  greatest  degree  ;iedi- 
tlona,  and  ealonlated  to  excite  iosurrcction 
and  anarchy,  and,  ultimately,  a  dissever- 
ment  of  our  prosperous  Union. 

**8.  JBe$ohed,  Tliat  we  consider tbe  ooarse 

fmrsned  by  the  Abolitionints,  as  one  calcu- 
atcKl  to  paralyze  every  social  tie  by  which 
we  are  now  united  to  oar  fellow-man.  and 
that,  if  persisted  In,  it  mast  eventually  be 
the  caaso  of  the  disMverment  of  these  United 
States;  and  that  the  doctrine  of  amalgama- 
tion is  peoaliarly  banefal  to  the  interests 
and  happiness  ot  society.  The  anion  of 
black  !i:icl  u  hitc,  in  a  moral  point  of  view, 
we  consider  as  the  most  prepoeteroas  and 
^  iuipndent  doetrine  advanoM  by  tbe  iiifiiitaa> 
ted  Ahoiitiopisti  as  repugnant  to  jadgnoMnt 


and  science,  as  it  is  degrading  to  the  fesBiMa 
of  aU  sensitive  minds— as  destniotlTe  to  the 

intellect  of  after  generations,  as  the  advance 
of  science  and  literature  has  contributed  to 
the  itnprorement  of  oar  own.  In  short,  ita 

practice  wonld  reduce  the  hich  intellectual 
standard  of  the  American  mind  to  a  level  with 
the  Hottentot;  and  the  United  States,  noir 
second  to  no  nation  on  earth,  M'onM.  in  a 
few  yearn,  be  what  Kuroj)0  was  in  the  dark- 
est ages. 

"4.  JletolteJ,  Tliat  the  Sacred  Writint:!! 
furnish  abundant  evidence  of  the  existence 
of  Slavery  from  the  earliest  periods.  The 
patriarchs  and  prophets  possessed  slaves— 
oar  Savioar  recognized  the  relation  between 
inn-t(  r  aiul  slave,  and  deprecated  it  not: 
hence,  we  know  that  He  did  not  condemn 
that  relation;  on  the  oontnuy,  His  disci- 
ples, in  nil  countries,  designated  th^  re* 
speotive  duties  to  each  otlier. 

Therefore,  Be$olPed,  That  we  consider' 
Slavery.  a5  it  now  exists  in  the  United  Stately 
as  sanctioned  by  the  sacred  Scriptures." 

Mr.  Lovejoy,  on  his  return  to  the 
city,  put  forth  an  address  to  "My 
Fell(j\v-Citizens,"  wherein  he  said : 

"Of  the  first  resolution  passed  at  the 
meeting  of  the  S4th  October,  1  have  nothing 

to  say,  except  that  I  perfectly  a^'reo  with 
the  sentiment,  that  the  citi/ens  of  the  uon- 
slaveholding  States  have  no  right  to  inter- 
fere with  the  domestio  relations  between 
master  and  slave. 

"The  second  reaolation,  strictlj  speaking, 
neither  affirms  nor  denies  anything  m  refer- 
ence to  the  matter  in  hand.  No  man  has  a 
moral  right  to  do  anything  improper.  Whe- 
ther, therefore,  he  lias  the  moral  right  to 
disease  tbe  question  of  Slarer^,.  fs  a  point 
with  which  human  legislation  or  resolutions 
have  nothing  to  do.  Tlie  true  issue  to  be 
decided  ia»  whether  he  has  the  eivUy  the 
poHtrnt  righti  to  discuss  it,  or  not.  And 
this  is  a  mere  qneetion  of  fact.  In  Russia, 
in  TurkeTV  in  Austria,  nay,  even  in  France^ 
this  right  most  certainly  docs  not  exist,  liut 
does  it  exist  in  Missouri?  We  decide  this 
question  by  taming  to  the  Constitution  of 
tno  State.  The  sixteenth  section,  article 
thirteentii,  of  the  Constitution  of  Missouri, 
reads  as  follows : 

That  the  free  communication  of  thouglits 

*  and  opinions  is  one  of  the  invaluable  rights 
'  of  man,  and  that  every  person  may  freely 
'speak,  write,  and  print  o.\  any  subject, 

*  being  responsible  for  the  abase  of  Chat  libw- 
'  ty.' 

"  Here,  then,  I  find  my  warrant  for  using, 
as  Panl  did,  all  fresdom  of  speech.  If  I 
abase  that        I  fteely  aoknowledga  iqj- 
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«oIf  amenablo  to  the  laws.  Rut  it  is  said 
that  the  right  to  hold  slaves  is  a  constitu- 
tional one,  and  therefore  not  to  bo  called  in 
qne:«tion.  I  aduU  the  pramisfl^  bat  dmj 
the  conclusion. 

Mr.  Lovejoy  proceeded  to  set  forth 
that  Robert  Dale  Owen  and  Frances 
Wright  had  recently  laiukd  on  our 
fihores  from  Great  Britain,  and  had 
traversed  our  comitry,  publicly  prop- 
agating doetrineB  reapeotiiig  Divorce 
which  were  generally  r^arded  as 
utterly  destructive  to  the  institiitMni 
of  Marriage,  yet  they  were  nowhere 
mobbed  nor  assaulted  for  sa  doing. 

And  vet,  most  surel v,  the  institutions 
**  of  Shivery  are  not  more  interwoven 
**  with  the  structure  of  our  society 
'^thau  those  of  Marriage.''  He  con- 
tinued : 

"Sec  the  (lanpor,  and  the  nntnral  and  in- 
eritable  result,  tu  which  the  tirst  step  here 
vOl  lead.  To-day,  a  pablle  meeting  declares 
that  you  shall  not  discuss  the  wulyect  of 
Slavery  in  any  of  iu  hearings,  civil  or  re- 
ligious. IVvjiht  or  wrong,  the  press  must  bo 
silent.  To-morrow,  another  meeting  de- 
cides tliat  it  is  apiinst  the  pt  aoo  ot'  Hociety 
that  tlio  JlriIl>•ill^•-^  of  ^%>[>(.'ry  shall  he  dis- 
cosscd,  and  the  edict  frocs  forth  to  muzzle 
the  press.  The  next  day  it  is,  in  a  similar 
manner,  declare*!  that  not  a  word  must  be 
aaid  against  distiUerieSi  dram-shops,  or 
dnrakennees:  and  m  on  to  the* end  of  the 
chapter.  Tlu!  truth  is,  my  fdlow-oitizcn*, 
if  yon  give  ground  a  single  inch,  there  is  no 
Btopping-plaoa.  I  deem  it,  tlierefore,  my 
duty  to  take  my  stand  U|)on  the  Constitu- 
tion. Here  is  firm  ground — I  feel  it  to  he 
such.  And  I  do,  mMt  respectfully,  yet  de- 
cidedly, dednn^  to  yon  !uy  fixcil  dutermina- 
tion  to  maintain  thi.s  ground.  We  have 
daves,  it  is  true;  hut  / am  not  one.  I  am  a 
citizen  of  these  UniteiT  States,  a  citizen  of 
Missouri,  fre«-born  ;  and,  having  never  for- 
feited the  inestimable  privileges  attached  to 
sach  a  condition,  I  cannot  content  to  sur- 
render them.  But,  while  T  maintain  them, 
I  hope  to  do  it  with  all  that  meekness  and 
bnuiiUty  that  beoome  a  Ohristiau,  and  ospe- 
daHy  a  Christian  minister.  I  am  ready,  not 
to  fi?ht,  but  to  suffer,  nnd,  if  need  bo.  lyjlif 
for  them.  Kindred  blood  to  that  whit  h 
iioira  in  myveine  flowed  freely  to  water  the 
tree  of  Chriatian  liberty,  pjanted  by  tba 


Puritans  on  the  mgged  soil  of  New  Eng- 
land. It  flowed  as  freely  on  the  plains  of 
Le.xington,  the  hights  of  Bunker  Ilill.  and 
the  fields  of  Saratoga.  'And  freely,  too,  shall 
mine  flow — yea,  as  freely  as  If  it  were  so 
much  water — ere  I  surrender  my  right  to 
plead  the  cause  of  truth  and  rigbteousnessi 
before  mj  ftUnw-eitiaiiii^  Mid  in  tlie  flm  v 
all  thdr  nippoumJ* 

He  continued  in  this  strain  to  re- 
view and  refute  all  the  positions  and 
doctrines  of  these  resolutions,  and, 
toward  the  close  of  his  appeal,  said  : 

If  in  anything  I  have  offended  agiUnst  ; 
the  laws  of  my  oonntry,  or  its  Gonstitotion,  ^ 

I  stand  ready  to  answer.  If  I  have  not, 
then  I  call  upon  those  laws  and  that  Consti- 
tution, and  those  who  revere  them,  to  pro- 
tect me. 

"  I  do,  therefore,  as  an  American  citizen, 
and  Christian  patriot,  and  in  Ae  name  of 
Liberty,  and  Ijiw,  and  Ret.igiov.  Holciiinly 
PROTEST  against  all  these  attempts,  howso- 
ever or  by  whomsoever  made,  to  frown 
down  the  liberty  of  the  press,  and  forbid 
the;  free  expression  of  opinion.  Under  a 
deep  sense  of  my  obligations  to  my  country, 
tlu3  Church,  and  my  God,  I  declare  it  to  be 
my  fixed  purpose  to  submit  to  no  such  dio- 
tut  ion.  And  J  am  prepared  to  abide  the  con- 
aeqtteneet,  1  have  appealed  to  the  Oonstitu- 
tion  and  laws  of  my  comitry ;  if  tbegr  fidl  to 

protect  iiu\  T  ai  peat.  to  Hod,  and  witik 
Him  I  cheerfully  rest  my  cause."' 

T/te  (//'.server  failed  for  one  w^eek 
to  appear,  but  wa.-^  is.sued  regularly 
thereafter.  On  the  request  of  its 
proprietors,  Mr.  Lovejoy  gave  up  the 
eetabliBhment  to  them,  intendiiig  to 
leave  St.  Louis ;  l>nt  ^ej  handed  it 
over  in  payment  of  a  debt  of  five 
hundred  dollars,  and  the  new  owner 
immediately  presented  it  to  Kr. 
Lovejoy,  tellinp:  liim  to  go  on  with 
the  pa})er  as  before.  He  had  gone 
to  Alton,  Illinois,  expecting  to  re- 
move it  to  that  city.;  but,  while 
there,  a  letter  reached  him  from  St 
Louis,  urging  him  to  return  and  re- 
main^  wldeh  he  did. 

On  the  28th  of  April,  1836,  a 
quarrel  oooorred  between  two  sailors, 
or  boatmen,  at  the  steamboat  landing 
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in  St.  Louis,  When  the  civil  offi- 
cers attempted  to  arrest  theyi  for  a 
breach  of  the '  peace,  a  iniilutto 
named  Francis  J.  Mcintosh  interfer- 
ed, and  enuljlt  <1  the  boatmen  to  es- 
cape, for  which  he  was  very  properly 
anested,  cairied  before  a  jnstice  of 
tbe  peace,  and  committed  to  jail. 
On  his  way  thither,  being  infbrmed 
that  his  punishment  would  be  not 
less  than  five  yeara  in  tlie  State 
Pri.-on,  he  imniediutelv  broke  loose 
from  the  oflicers,  drew  a  knife,  ;ind 
stabbed  one  of  them  fatally,  se  verely 
wounding  the  other.  lie  Mas  in- 
stantly secured  and  lodged  in  jail. 
A  mob  thereupon  collected,  broke 
open  the  jaO,  tore  him  firom  hia  cell, 
carried  him  oat  of  town,  and  chained 
him  to  a  tree,  around  which  they 
piled  rails,  ])lank,  shavingi*,  etc.,  to 
the  hifxht  of  hift  knees,  nnd  then  ap- 
plied lire.  IIo  was  burning'  in  fear- 
ful agony  about  twenty  minuten  be- 
fore life  became  extinct.  "When  the 
fire  had  nearly  died  ont,  a  rabble  of 
boys  amoaed  dienuelTeB  by  throwing 
\  atonea  at  the  black  and  diBfignred 
corpse,  each  endeayoring  to  be  first 
in  breaking  the  nkulL 

This  horrible  alfair  came  in  due 
course  before  the  grand  jury  of  St. 
Louis  for  investigation,  and  a  Judire, 
who  bore  the  apposite  name  of  Law- 
](^S6,  was  required  to  charge  said  jury 
with  regard  to  it  Here  is  a  speci- 
men  of  his  diaige: 

**If,  on  the  other  hand,  €he  desfcrnotion 

of  the  murderer  of  Iluiniiioiul  wns  the  act, 
as  I  have  said,  of  the  luauy — of  the  luulti- 
tade,  in  the  ordinary  eenee  of  these  words — 
not  the  net  of  numerable  and  ascerttiiiiable 
malelactura,  bnt  of  congregated  thousands, 
•eixed  npoQ  and  Impelled  by  that  mysterioos, 
metaphysical,  mid  almost  elertric  frenzy, 
vhich,  in  all  ages  aud  nations,  has  hurried 


[  on  tlic  infuriated  multitude  to  deeds  of  death 
I  and  destruction — then,  I  say,  act  not  at  all 
in  the  matter ;  the  case  then  transcends '» 
I  your  Jurisdietiou— it  is  bejond  the  reach  of 

'  human  law"  !  I  ! 

On  this  ehar<^e,  Mr.  Lovejoy  com- 
mented •  "\yith  entire  iimvr-erye ; 
whereupon  a  mob  surrounded  and 
tore  down  his  office — although,  in 
the  iaaoe  which  contained  hia  atrio- 
turee,  he  had  annonneed  his  decision 
to  remove  the  paper  to  Alton,  be* 
lievii)<r  that  it  wonld  be  there  more 
useful  and  better  supported  than  at 
St.  Loui:^.  Uk  first  issue  at  Alt<m  ia 
dated  Septeml)er  c>th. 

Meantime,  his  press  ^va.s  taken 
from  St.  Lojiis,  by  steamboat,  to 
Alton,  and  lauded  on  tbe  bank  abont 
daylight  on  Sunday  morning.  It 
lay  there  in  safety  tiirough  the  Sab- 
bath ;  but,  before  the  next  morning, 
it  had  been  destroyed  by  some  five 
or  six  individuals.  On  Monday,  a 
meeting  of  citizens  was  held,  and  a 
pledge  voluntarily  given  to  make 
gtKjd  to  Mr.  Lovejoy  his  loss.  The 
meeting  passed  some  resolutions  con- 
demnatory of  Abolitionism,  and  Mr. 
Lovejoy  asenred  (hem  that  he  had 
not  come  to  Alton  to  establish  an 
abolition,  but  a  religions,  journal; 
that  he  was  not  an  Abolitionist,  as 
they  understood  the  tenn,  but  was 
an  une<»nipromising  enemy  of  Slave- 
ry, and  so  expected  to  live  and  die. 

He  started  for  Cineinnati  to  pro 
eure  new  printing  matorials,  waa. 
taken  aide  on  the  way,  and,  upon 
reaching  LouiaviUe,  on  his  return, 
waa  impelled  by  increasing  ilhiess  to 
stop.  lie  remained  thore  sick,  in 
the  house  of  a  friend,  for  a  week,  and 
was  still  quite  ill  after  his  return. 

The  Obn^rver  was  issued  regulai'ly 
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at  AlUm  until  the  17th  of  August, 
1887  —  discu&iing  Slavery  among 
other  topics,  hat  oocaaionally,  and  in 
a  spirit  of  decided  moderation.  But 
no  moderation  coiUd  satisfy  those 
who  had  determined  that  the  subject 
should  not  be  discussed  at  all.  On 
the  1 1th  of  July,  an  anonyrnons  hand- 
bill aj)peare(l,  calling  a  meeting  at 
the  market-place  for  the  next  Thurs- 
day, at  which  time  a  large  concourse 
asBembled.  Br.  J.  A.  Halderman*' 
presided,  and  Mr.  J.  P.  Jordon  was 
Seeretary.  This  meeting  passed  the 
fi^wing  resolves : 

"  1.  Iif»ohid.  That  t)>e  Rov.  K.  P.  Love- 
joy  Ikh  again  taken  ap  ond  advocated  th« 
priii(i;ile8  of  Abolltlonlfflii  thraogli  bis 
jiajfor.  the  '  Ohscrvt  r.'  rDiitrnry  to  the  dis- 
pobitioii  aud  will  of  um^iority  of  the  citizens 
of  AHon,  and  !n  direct  mlatfon  of  a  sacred 
plo<lffe  niid  iij^stiraiu  I-  tlmf  thin  paper,  wlien 
established  in  Altuu,  tiliuuld  not  be  devoted 
to  Abolitionism. 

''2.  Rimhtd,  That  wo  disapprove  of  the 
ccjurso  of  tlie  •  Obs^Tvcr,'  in  publishiiiK  any 
articlea  fatrorahle  to  Abolitionism,  and  that 
W^eerutyire  Mr.  Lovejoy  for  pertnittin;;  .such 
pttblication.H  to  appear  in  his  pap^r,  when  a 
pledfce  or  aMsurance  Ims  been  frivcn  to  this 
oommnnity,  by  him,  that  BQob  doo^finea 
should  not  be  advocated. 

"  3.  HfMthed,  That  a  committee  of  five 
oitizena  be  appointed  bj  this  meeting  to 
vdt  upon  ana  ft>nfer  with  Mr.  Lovqjoy.  and 
SMrertuin  from  liim  whether  lie  intends,  in 
fntnre,  to  ilissenunatCf  tbroogb  the  columns 
of  the  *  Obeerver,*  the  dooMiMi  of  Aboli- 
tioni!*Tn,  and  report  the  nsolt  of  thdr  oon- 
forouce  to  the  public." 

The  only  point  re<piiring  comment 
in  tliese  resolves  is  tlie  alh^iiation  that 
Mr,  Lovejoy  liad  pledged  himself  not 
to  discuss  the  subject  of  Slavery  or 
its  Abolition.  This  point  wm  an- 
swered by  ten  respectable  dtisens  of 
Altcm,  who  united  In  the  following 
statement: 

"  Whereas  it  has  hccn  froqnontly  repre- 
p«nted  that  the  Kev.  £Iiiah  i*.  LoT^ojr,  late 
Editor  of  the  *  AHon  Obaemr,*  aofemnly 


pledged  himself  at  a  pnbllo  meeting,  called 

for  the  purpose  of  takmg  mea.sures  to  bring 
to  justice  the  persons  engaged  in  the  do> 
Btruetion  of  the  first  press  brooght  to  Alton 

by  said  Lovejoy,  not  to  diiicnsH  the  subject 
of  blavery;  we,  the  undersigned,  declare 
the  following  to  be  his  langnnge.  in 
stance:  '  My  ])riii(  ipal  obiect  in  coming  to 
this  place  ia  to  establish  a  religious  paper. 
When  I  was  In  8t  Louis,  I  felt  myself  called 
upon  to  treat  at  lar^'c  upon  the  subject  of 
Slavery,  iw  I  was  in  a  State  where  the  evil 
existed,  and  as  a  citizen  of  that  St&te  I  felt 
it  njy  duty  to  devote  a  part  of  my  columns 
to  that  subject;  but,  gentlemen,  I  am  not, 
and  never  wa-s  in  lull  lollowship  with 
the  Abolitionists;  but,  on  the  contrarj, 
have  had  some  spirited  dtscnsalons  with 
some  of  tlie  leading  Abolitionists  of  the 
East,  aud  am  not  now  considered  by  them 
as  one  of  them.  And  now,  having  come 
into  n  Free  Stixte,  where  the  evil  does  not 
exists  I  feel  myself  less  called  upon  to  dja> 
cuss  the  snbject  than  when  I  was  In  K. 
Lotiis.'  The  above,  ns  we  have  stated,  was 
his  language  in  substaooe.  The  foUowii^, 
we  are  willing  to  testily,  to  be  his  words  tt 
conclusion : 

"  '  But,  gentlemen,  so  long  as  I  am  an 
Amerioaa  oitiaan,  so  long  as  American 
blood  runs  in  tliese  veins,  I  shall  hold  my- 
self at  liberty  to  speak,  to  write,  and  to 
publish,  whatever  I  please  on  any  subject, 
bmng  amenable  to  the  laws  of  mjr  oountcy 


lesame. 


I  w 


Ou  the  24th,  a  Committee  from 
the  meeting  aforesaid  presented  its 
resolves  to  Kr.  Lovejoy,  addng  a 
response  theroto.  That  response 
was  given  on  the  26th,  and  its  ma- 
terial portion  is  as  follows : 

"You  will,  thercforo.  permit  me  to  say 
that,  with  tlie  moat  respectful  feelings  to- 
ward yon  individaally,  I  eannoi  consent,  in 
this  answer,  to  recognize  you  a<  the  othcial 
organ  of  a  public  meeting,  convened  to  dis- 
cuss the  question,  whether  certain  sentir 
monts  should,  or  should  not,  be  discoseed  in 
the  i»ublic  newspaper,  of  which  I  am  the 
Editor.  By  doing  so,  I  should  virtually  ad^ 
mit  that  the  liberty  of  the  press,  and  the  frea» 
dom  of  speech,  were  rightfully  subject  to 
other  supervision  and  control  tlmii  iho^e  of 
the  law.  But  this  I  cannot  admit.  On  the 
contrary,  in  the  language  of  one  of  tlie 
s]i.  akersat  the  meeting,  I  believe  that  'the 
valor  of  oar  forefathers  has  won  for  ns  the 
liberty  of  speech,'  and  that  it  ia  'our  dnty 
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tnd  our  lii^srh  privilege  to  act  and  speak  on 
0II  o'lfudont  t'  lirliiiif^  this  {?reut  cominon- 
wetuth.'  I  ain  happy,  gentlemeo,  in  being 
able  to  concur  in  the  above  Miitiinents, 
which,  I  perceive,  were  uttered  hy  one  of 

Sour  own  ineuibent,  and  in  which,  I  cannot 
onbt  Tou  all  airree.  I  wonM  only  add, 
that  1  rorisidiT  this  'in)ert>'  \v;n  n-certiiiti- 
ed,  but  never  originated,  bjr  our  forefathers. 
It  eemee'to  os,  as  I  eottceiTe,  from  our 
Maker,  nnd  is,  in  its  natnre^  iMlienable^  be> 
longing  to  man  as  man. 

"  Helieving,  therefore,  ihat  everything 
having  a  tendency  to  lirinp  tliis  ri;xht  into 
Jeopardy  is  eminently  dangerous  us  a  prece- 
dent, I  cannot  admit  that  It  can  be  called 
into  question  by  any  man,  or  body  of  men, 
or  that  they  can,  with  any  propriety,  quee- 
tion  me  at  to  m7  exerdee  of  it.*' 

These  proceedings  attracted  atten- 
tion from  abroad,  gapecially  iu  St. 

Louis,  to  whose  pro-Slavery  politi- 
cians the  publication  of  T/te  0}>s>  riu 
though  not  in  their  city  or  State,  was 
Btill  an  evesore.  On  the  17th  of 
August,  The  Missouri  Republican, 
in  an  article  entitled  <<AbolitioV 
said: 

"  We  penseifie  that  an  Anti-Slavery  Soci- 
ety Jitts  been  foniie*!  at  Fi>per  Alton,  and 
many  others,  doubtless,  will  shortly  sjiring 
up  in  different  parte  of  the  State.  We 
bad  hoped  that  oar  ne^hbors  would  have 
ejected  from  amongst  them  that  minister  of 
uus«;hief,  the  '  Observer,'  or  at  least  correct- 
ed ita  coarse.  Something  most  be  done  in 
ttit  matter,  and  that  speedily!  The  ffooA 
people  of  lllinnin  must  either  put  a  stoj)  to 
the  efforts  of  these  fanatics,  or  expel  them 
from  their  oommanity.       thU  is  net  done, 

tfw  trarel  of  rnurfrnntx  throtitrh  their  Sfatf, 
and  the  Irwie  of  the  alatelwUHug  Utatsi^  and 
particularly/  Miimowriy  wmt  $tf>p.  Etmj  one 
who  desires  the  hannony  of  the  coontry,  and 
the  peace  and  ]>r(>si)erity  of  all,  should  unite 
to  put  tlieni  down.  They  can  do  no  positive 
ffood,  and  may  do  much  irreparaKIe  liarin. 
we  would  not  desire  to  see  this  done  at  the 
expense  of  public  order  or  legal  restraint; 
bot  there  is  a  moral  indignation  which  tlie 
iHrtaHmB  portion  of  a  community  may  exert, 
whicli  is  suflicifnt  to  crush  this  faction  and 
lorever  disgrace  its  fanatic  instigators.  It  is 
to  this  we  appeal,  and  hope  that  the  appeal 
will  not  be  wnheeded.** 

These  recommendations  and  incite- 


ments were  not  unfruitful.  Four  days 
thereafter— two  unsncoeiifiil  attempts 
having  already  been  made — the  offioe 
of  The  ObterverwM  entered  between 
the  honrs  of  ten  and  eleven,  p.  il, 
hj  a  band  of  fifteen  or  tw«Bty  pei^ 
sons,  and  the  press,  t}*pe,  etc.,  utterly 
destroyed.  The  mob  commenced,  as 
u^ual,  l)y  throwing  stones  at  the  Imild- 
ing,  wlicreby  one  man  wa.>;  hit  (»n  the 
head  and  severely  wounded ;  where- 
uix>n  the  office  was  deserted,  and  the 
destroyers  finished  their  work  with- 
out opposition,  while  a  large  con- 
course were  looking  on  and  consent- 
ing." The  authorities  did  nothing 
most  rigorously.  Mr.  Lovejoy.  was 
absent  at  the  time,  but  w  as  met  in 
the  Htreet  by  the  mob,  wlio  8toj>ped 
him,  threatened  him,  and  assailed 
him  with  vile  laiigiuige)  but  did  him 
no  serious  harm.  In  The  Ohterver 
of  the  preceding  day,  he  had  made 
an  eiq>Ucit  and  effectiye  rssponse  to 
tlie  question — "What  are  the  doo- 
trines  of  Anti-Slavery  men  ?"  where- 
in Jie  bad  succeeded  in  being  at 
once  moderate  and  forcible — affirm- 
ing most  explicitly  the  fljigraiit  wrong 
of  elaveholding,  with  the  riglit  and 
policy  of  immediate  emanci])atiou, 
but  explaining  that  sndi  an  emanci- 
pation was  to  be  effected  ''by  the 
masters  thennelves,  and  no  others,'' 
who  were  to  be  persuaded  to  it,  ex- 
actly a.s  a  distiller  is  to  be  dissuaded 
from  making  intoxicating  liquors,  or 
a  tipphM'  from  drinking  them.  But, 
tliougli  liis  d«ictrin(\s  were  peaceful 
and  his  language  mild  and  dt  jtreca- 
tory,  he  doubtless  irritated  and  an- 
noyed his  adversaries  by  pointing  to 
the  &ct— in  refitting  their  slang  about 
amalgamition^-that  the  then  ^Ylce- 
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ifteeident  of  the  United  States  "has 

• 

•  been,  if  he  is  not  now,  the  father  of 
slaves.  And  Uunisaiids  have  voted 
to  elevuto  him  to  his  present  condi- 
tion, wlio  would  crucify  an  Aholi- 
tioQi<«t  on  the  bare  suspicion  of 
fitvoring,  though  only  hi  theory, 
such  an  amalgamation.  How  thaJl 
we  aeoonnt  Ibr  sneh  mconBii$t6n<7f'* 
On  the  24th  of  August,  he  igsucd  an 
appeal  to  the  friends  of  law  and  order 
ibr  aid  in  rec8tal>H-;hing  T/n'  OJistTv- 
er  j  ami  this  ajipeal  was  ])i'oni|>tly 
and  generously  respotuicd  to.  Hav- 
ing obtained  a  sutiicieut  amount  in 
Alton  and  Quiney  alone,  he  sent  to 
Cincinnati  to  purchase  new  printiiig 
materiala.  Meantime,  he  iasned  an 
address,  sabmitting  "  To  the  Friends 
of  the  Bedeemer  in  Alton'^  his  resig- 
nation {>f  the  editorship  of  the  paper, 
f>fferin^  to  hand  over  to  them  the 
Bubx  rijition-li.st,  now  exceeding  two 
thou.-'and  names,  on  condition  that 
they  pay  tlie  debts  of  the  concern, 
leceive  all  dues  and  aeBelB,  and  fiii^ 
niah  him  sofficient  meana  to  remore 
liimaelf  and  iiunfly  to  another  field 
of  labor.  A  meeting  was  accordingly 
hekl,  which  resolved  that  The  Oh- 
serivr  ought  to  be  continued,  while 
the  (jue>tion  of  retaining  Mr.  Lovejoy 
as  its  editttr  wa.s  discus>ed  throngli 
two  or  three  evenings,  but  left  unde- 
cided. Meantime,  while  he  was  ab- 
sent, attending  a  meeting  of  tlie 
Preabytery,  his  new  preaa — ^the  third 
which  he  had  brought  to  Alton  within 
a  little  more  than  a  year — arrived  on 
the  21st  of  September,  was  landed 
about  .sunoet,  and  immediately  eon- 
Tey<  d  by  his  friends  to  the  warehouse 
of  Geary  A:  Weller.  A.^  it  j)a.-M'd 
along  the  streets — "  There  goes  the 
Aboiition  press  1  stop  it !  stop  it  t" 
was  cried,  bat  no  vidence  waa  at- 


tempted. The  Mayor,  apprised  of 
its  arrival  and  also  of  its  }>cril,  gave 
assurance  that  it  should  b<*  ])rotected, 
and  asked  its  friends  to  leave  the 
matter  entirely  in  his  hands,  which 
they  did.  A  constable  was  posted  by 
the  Mayor  at  the  door  of  the  ware- 
honse,  with  orders  to  remain  nntil  a 
certain  hoar.  He  left  at  that  hour; 
and  immediately  ten  or  twenty  nrf- 
fians,  with  handkerchiefe  tied  over 
their  faces,  bn^ke  open  the  store, 
rolle<l  the  press  across  the  street  to 
the  river-bank,  br(»ke  it  into  pieces, 
and  threw  it  in.    Before  tliey  had 

I  finished  the  job,  the  Mayor  was  oh 
hand,  an4  ordered  them  to  dispone. 
They  replied,  that  they  would,  so 
soon  as  they  got  tlirongh,  and  were 
as  good  as  their  word.  The  Mayor 
declared  that  he  had  never  witnessed 
a  more  quiet  and  gentlemanly  niobl 
Mr.  Lovejoy  preached  at  St. 
Charles,  Missouri,  the  home  of  his 
wife's  relatives,  a  few  days  after — 
October  Ist — and  waa  moliied  at  the 
house  of  his  mothcMn-law,  directly 
after  Ms  return  from  evening  church. 
The  mob  attem|)ted,  with  oaths  and 
blowsj  to  drag  him  from  the  house, 
but  were  defeated,  mainly  through 

'  the  courageous  et^brts  of  his  wife  and 
one  or  two  friends.  Three  times  the 
house  was  broken  into  and  a  rush 
made  up  stairs ;  and,  finally,  Mr.  L. 
was  induced,  through  the  entreaties 
of  his  wile,  .to  leave  it  clandestinely 

I  and  take  refuge  with  a  firiend,a  mile 
distant,  whence  he  and  his  wife  made 
their  way  back  to  Alton  next  day. 
Nearly  the  first  person  tliev  met  there 
was  one  of  those  wlu)  had  first  broken 

j  into  the  house  at  St.  Charles:  and 
the  hunted  clerg)-man  had  the  cold 
comfort  of  hearing,  from  many  of  his 

I  religious  brethren,  that  he  had  no 


Digitized  by  GoogI 


188 


THB  AlCBBIOAN  OONFLIOT. 


one  to  thank  but  himself  for  his  pcr- 
Ft'cutions,  and  that,  if  TJiC  <)h>"  rvrr 
^vere  reestablished,  tliev  would  do  > 
nothing  to  protect  it.  During  the 
following  month,  Mr.  Lovejoy  at- 
tended Uie  meeting  of  the  Flresby- 
terian  Synod  of  DDnois,  at  Spring* 
field,  as  aUo  meetings  of  an  anti- 
Slavery  Convention  in  Upper  Alton,  ' 
and  one  or  two  meetings  held  at  the 
Court  IIou^^e  in  Alton,  to  discuss  and 
determine  the  propriety  of  allowinsj 
him  to  contiuuo  the  publieation  of 
Tlie  Ohnerver.  At  the  last  of  these 
meetings  (November  3d),  having  ob- 
tained the  floor,  he  said : 

'*Mr.  Oliftlrman:  It  Is  not  true,  as  htu 

ln'i-n  clmr^'cd  upon  im>,  that  I  ]i(tl<l  in  con- 
tvuipt  liiti  I'vuiiugd  aiul  sentiuieuU  of  this 
roiiitnnnitr,  in  reference  to  tlie  qimtlon 
which  is  now  a^ritntin};  it.  T  resjicct  and 
appreciate  the  fi-ciinfrs  of  my  fflUnv-citiztsus; 
and  it  is  ni  •  (if  tho  most  puinful  and  mi-  I 
pleasant  diitii-H  of  my  liff,  that  I  am  oaHod 
Upon  to  act  in  opposition  to  thc-m.  If  you 
soppuse,  Sir,  tliat  I  have  pnblishcd  Benti- 
ments  contrary  to  tlioso  {rencrally  held  in 
this  community,  hecuuHo  1  deliplited  in  dif- 
forini?  from  tliem,  you  liavo  entirely  niisjip- 
]irc]icndcd  me.  But,  Sir,  while  1  value  ttie 
good  opinion  of  mr  fellov-dttzens  as  highly 
a.s  any  otio.  1  may  he  iJi  rmitied  to  say  that 
1  tuu  guvvriied  by  higlier  cousidcratious  than 
either  the  favor  or  the  fcnr  of  man.  T  am 
impelled  to  the  cKtir^'-  T  liave  taken,  hceanso 
1  fear  God.  As  1  ^hall  answer  it  lo  my  (jo«1 
in  the  great  day,  I  dare  not  abandon  my  aen- 
titnents.  nor  ccaae  in  all  proper  w^to  prop- 
agate tlieiu. 

"  I,  Mr.  Ohairman,  have  not  desired  nor 
a'^ked  any  ror/tfiroiniitf.  I  liavo  asked  for 
ntithim;  hut  to  be  protecled  in  my  rif^lits  as 
u  eiti/en — rigbta  which  God  has  given  me, 
and  u  hieh  are  guaranteed  to  me  by  the  ("on- 
slilulioti  of  my  country.  IIuvo  I,  Sir,  Iilcii  ; 
gnilty  of  any  infraction  of  the  laws?  Whoso 
|COO«I  name  have  I  injured  ?  When  and  where 
have  I  puhlished  anything  injurious  to  the 
reputation  uf  Alton?  Have  I  not,  on  the 
Other  liaiid,  labored,  in  common  with  the  rest 
of  my  ffellow-elttxens,  to  promote  the  reputa- 
tion and  inter*  -^ts  of  this  <-ity?  What,  8ir,  1 
ask,  has  been  my  otlenae?  Pat  your  finger  up- 
on it— define  it— and  I  stand  ready  to  answer 
for  it.  If  I  have  committed  any  crime,  yon 
con  easily  convict  me.  You  have  public  .sen- 
timflDt  in  7oar  fovor.  Tea  have  yonrjorSea, 


and  yon  have  your  attorney  (looking  at  the 
Attomey-(4eneraI),  and  I  have  no  dmbt  yon 

can  contict  mo.  But  if  I  have  lieeii  trtiilty 
of  no  vioUtion  of  law,  why  uni  1  hunted  up 
and  down  oonthinally  like  a  partridge  upon 
the  mountains ?  Why  am  I  thieate!ie<l  with 
the  tar-barreit  Why  uui  1  waylaid  every 
day,  and  from  night  to  night?  and  why  b 
my  life  in  joopanly  every  hour? 

"  You  have,  Sir,  nuule  up,  a&  the  lawyers 
say,  a  fiilse  isauc ;  there  are  not  two  parties 
between  whom  there  can  bo  a  cotnjn-oinute. 

I  plant  mysell".  Sir.  down  on  my  uiujueijUon- 
able  rights  ;  and  the  question  to  be  decided 
is,  whether  I  shall  be  protecte«I  in  the  exei^ 
ci.se  and  enjoyment  of  those  rij:hts — that  ii 
the  qufMim,  Sir; — whether  my  property 
tthall  be  protected — whether  I  shall  be  suf* 
fered  to  go  home  to  my  family  at  ni?ht  with- 
out heinj;  as'*aile<l,  and  threatened  witli  tar 
and  feathers,  and  a^siisstnution ;  whether  mj 
afflicted  wife,  whose  llfo  h-is  been  in  jeopardy 
from  continued  alarm  up!  •■•vcitement.  sliall 
night  after  night  be  driven  iVom  a  sick  bed 
into  the  garret  to  save  her  life  from  the  brick- 
bats and  violence  of  the  mob;  that.  Sir,  i.s 
the  question."  Here,  Uiuch  atfecled  oud 
overcome  by  hi»  feelings, he  bnrst  into  tears. 
Many,  not  exceptinsr  even  his  enemies,  wept 
— several  .sobbed  aloud,  and  tiio  symi»alhie3 
of  the  whole  meeting  were  deeply  excited. 

I I  o  continued :  "  Forgive  me,  Sir,  that  I  have 
thus  betrayed  my  weakness.  It  was  the  alln- 
sion  to  my  family  that  overcanje  my  t'eelinir.s. 
Not,  bir,  I  assure  you,  from  any  fears  on  my 
part.  I  have  no  personal  fears.  Not  that  l 
feel  able  to  contest  the  matter  with  tho 
whole  community;  I  know  perfectly  well 
that  I  am  not.  I  know.  Sir,  that  yon  can  tar 
and  feather  nic,  hang  me  up.  or  jmt  me  into 
the  Mississippi,  witliout  the  leas^t  ditficulty. 
But  what  then  t  Where  filialll  go?  I  have 
been  made  to  feel  that.,  if  I  am  not  s.ife  at  Al- 
ton, I  shall  not  bo  safe  anywhere.  I  recently 
visited  St.  Ohurlcs  to  bring  ho«ne  my  family, 
and  was  torn  from  tiieir  frantic  embrace  by  a 
ujob.  I  have  been  l)eset  ni;rht  and  day  at  Al- 
ton. And  now,  if  1  leave  here  and  go  else- 
where, violence  may  overtake  me  in  my  re- 
treat, and  I  have  no  more  claim  npon  the  pro- 
tection of  another  community  than  I  have  up- 
on this ;  and  1  have  concluded,  atter  consulta- 
tion with  my  finends,  and  eomeetly  seeking 
coimsel  of  (iod,  to  r<ina'in  (StAlton^  and  hero 
to  insist  on  protection  in  tlie  exercise  of  my 
rights.  IfthectvilanthoritieArefnsetoprotecit 
iiif.  I  inn-t  look  t  1  Cod;  and.  if  I  dii\  I  have 
dt.termined  ti>  make  my  ^:ravo  in  Alton." 

It  wu!>  known  in  Alton  that  a  new 

})rej<s  was  now  on  tlic  way  to  Ifr. 

Lovejoy,  and  might  arrive  at  any 

time.    Great  eaccil^ent  pervaded 
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the  oomnronity.  Friends  were  on 
tlie  alert  to  protect  it  on  its  arrival, 
an«^  cnemio?;  to  insure  its  destruction. 
It  tinally  reached  St.  Louis  on  tlie 
night  of  the  5th,  and  an  arrangement  ' 
was  made  to  have  it  hmded  at  Alton 
at  three  o'elodc  on  the  moniing  of 
the  7th.  Meantime,  ISx,  Lovejoy 
and  a  friend  went  to  the  Mayor  and 
notified  him  of  its  expected  arrival, 
and  of  the  threats  that  it  should  be 
destroyed,  requesting  the  appoint- 
ment of  sjwcial  constables  to  ])r()teet 
it.  A  moc'titii;  of  the  City  C<»unei! 
M  as  liehl,  and  sitine  dist-nssidn  had  ;  , 
but  the  subjeet  was  laid  on  the  table 
and  nothing  done. 

On  that  evening  (November  6), 
between  forty  and  fifty  citizens  met 
in  the  warehouse  of  Godfrey,  Oilman 
A  Co.,  where  the  press  was  to  be 
stored,  to  orijanizc  a  volunteer  com- 
pany to  aid  in  the  defense  of  law  and 
order.  At  ten  oV-lock,  severalleft ; 
but  about  thirty  remained  in  the 
boildiiig,  with  one  aty  constable  to 
command  them.  They  were  armed. 
Mr.  Lovejoy  was  not  among  them. 
His  dwelling  had  been  attacked  but 
a  few  nights  before,  when  he  and  a 
Bister  narrowly  escaped  a  brick-bat, 
thrown  with  sufficient  force  to  liave 
done  mortal  injury.  Expectiiiij;  an 
assault,  his  wife  in  very  delicate 
health,  and  in  a  state  of  nervous 
alarm  firom  her  recent  experience  at 
8t  Oharlesy  Mr.  Lovqoy  had  ar- 
ranged with  a  brother  that  they 
dionld  watch  alternate  nights  at 
home  and  at  the  store.  At  three  in 
the  morning,  a  steamboat  brought 
the  expected  press.  A  sentinel  of 
the  mob  was  watchinii;  for  it,  and 
immediately  gave  the  alarm,  when 
horns  were  blown  thronghont  the 
eltj.  The  Mayor  bad  already  been 


called,  and  was  in  the  building.  He 
requested  those  who  guarded  there, 
to  remain  and  keep  quiet  till  he 
called  for  them,  Paying  that  ho  would 
'  attend  to  the  storing  of  the  press, 
which  he  did.  A  few  stones  were 
thrown,  but  no  serious  damage 
effected,  and  the  press  was  safely  de> 
posited  in  the  garret  of  astrong  stone 
warehoQse,  where  it  was  thought  to 
be  safe. 

Throughout  the  following  day, 
general  quiet  prevailed,  tliongh  it 
was  well  known  that  the  Abolition 
i  press"  had  been  rcceixed,  and  was 
stored  in  Godfrey  6c  Ciihnan'd  ware- 
house. The  Mayor  made  inquiries 
at  several  points,  and  was  satisfied 
that  no  further  violence  was  intend- 
ed. At  evening,  the  volunteer  de- 
fenders of  IMr.  Lovejoy's  rights  drop- 
ped in  at  the  warehouse,  and  rf^main- 
ed  until  nine  o'clock;  when,  there 
being  no  signs  of  trouble,  all  but 
twelve  went  away.  Mr.  Lovej»)y  re- 
mained, with  one  or  two  othei's  who 
were  caHed  Abolitionists.  The  resi- 
due were  simply  citizens,  opposed  to 
burglary  and  robbery,  and  willing  to 
risk  their  lives  in  defense  of  the 
rights  of  property  and  the  freedom^ 
of  the  press. 

About  ten  o'clock,  some  thirty  per- 
sons, as  if  by  preconcert,  suddenly 
emerged  from  a  neighboring  grog- 
shop— a  few  of  them  with  arms,  but 
the  majority  with  only  stones  in  their 
hands — ^formed  a  line  at  the  south 
end  of  the  store,  next  the  river, 
knocked  and  hailed.  Mr.  Oilman, 
from  the  garret  door,  n>ked  what 
they  wanted.  Their  leader  replied  : 
''The  ])re^ss."  Mr.  Oilman  assured 
them  that  it  would  not  be  given  up  j 
adding,  "  We  have  no  ill  feelings  to- 
ward any  of  you,  and  should  nax^ 
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r^ret  to  do  yon  any  injury;  but  we 
are  authorued  by  the  Mayor  to  do 
fend  onr  property,  and.  bIihII  do  no 
v>  it[\  our  lives."    Tlie  leader  replied 
that  tliev  were  resolved  to  have  the 
press  at  any  nacriliee,  and  presentetl 
a  pistol,  whereupon  Mr.  G.  retired 
Into  the  boflding.  The  mob  then 
passed  around  to  the  opposite  end  of 
the  war^oase,    and  commenced 
tlirowing  stones,  which  eoon  demol- 
i^hed  si  verul  uf  the  windows.  No 
resi.-tanee  w:is  oH'ered  ;  the  inmates 
huvinj;  airreed  not  to  fire  unless  their 
lives  were   in  danger.    The  ware- 
house being  of  stone,  and  solidly 
bnilt,  no  farther  impresBion  was 
made  on  it  by  this  assanlt.  Finding 
iheir  missflea  ineffectual,  the  mob 
fired  t\vo  or  three  gons  into  the 
building,  by  which  no  one  was  hit. 
Tlio  fire  was  then  returned,  and  sev- 
eral of  tlie  rioters  wounded,  one  of 
them  niortidly.    Hereupon,  the  mob 
reeoiled,  carrying  off  their  wounded. 
But  they  soon  roturaed  with  ladders, 
and  other  preparations  for  firing  the 
roof  of  the  wardionsa^  enzBing  and 
shonting,  "Bom  them  out!  bum 
them  out  I"    They  kept  careftilly  on 
the  t-ide  of  the  building  where  there 
were  no  windows,  so  that  they  could 
not  be  injured  or  repelled  by  its  de- 
fenders.   The  Mayor  and  a  justice 
were  now  deputed  by  the  mob  to 
bear  a  message  to  the  inmates  of  the 
building,  proposing  that,  on  condition 
the  press  were  given  np,  no  one 
shoold  be  further  molested,  and  no 
more  property  destroyed.    The  pro- 
position was  quietly  declined.  Jkfr. 
(irihnan,  in  turn,  requested  the  Mayor 
t<»  <';dl  on  certain  cili/ens  to  save  his 
Btore  I'roiu  tlie  threatened  destruction 

• 

by  fire.  The  Mayor  replied  that  the 
mob  was  to  strong  and  80  detennined  , 


AX  CONFLICT. 

that  he  could  do  nothing-  thnt  he 
had  already  tried~to  command  and 
persuade  them  to  desist,  but  without 
success.  He  was  asked  if  tliose  in 
the  l)uilding  should  del'end  their  pro- 
perty with  arms;  to  which  he  re- 
plied, as  he  had  repeatedly  done  be* 
fore,  that  tfaey  bad  a  perfect  right  to 
do  Bo^  and  that  the  law  justified  them 
in  that  oourse.  He  tiien  left  the 
building,  and  repcnrted  the  result  of 
his  mission,  which  was  received  with. 
yells  of  Fire  the  building !''  "  Fir© 
the  building!"  "Burn  'era  out!" 
''Bum  'em   out!"     "Shoot  every 

d  d  Abolitionist  as  he  leaves  I" 

It  was  now  nesr  midnight,  and  the 
beDs  had  been  rung,  collecting  a 
large  oonoourse,  who  stood  passive 
ejiectators  of  what  followed. 

The  mob  now  raised  their  ladders 
again.-t  tlu'  building,  mounted  to  the 
roof,  and  kindled  a  lire  there,  which 
burned  rather  slowly.  Five  of  the 
dctenders  hereupon  volunteered  to 
sally  out  and  drive  them  away.  They 
left  by  the  south  door,  passed  around 
the  comer  to  the  east  side  of  the 
building,  and  fired  upon  the  man 
who  guarded  the  foot  of  the  ladder, 
'drove  liini  off,  and  dispersed  his  im- 
mediate comrades,  returning  to  the 
store  to  reload.  Mr.  Lovejoy  and 
two  others  stepjied  again  to  the  door, 
and  stood  looking  around  just  with- 
out the  blading — Hr.  L.  in  advance 
of  the  others.  Several  of  the  rioters 
were  concealed  from  their  view  be* 
hind  a  pile  of  lumber  a  few  rods  in 
their  front.  One  of  thc-c  had  a  t'\\  o- 
barreled  gun,  which  he  iin  d.  ]^Ir. 
Lovejoy  received  live  balls,  three  of 
them  in  Jiis  breast,  probably  each 
mortal.  He  turned  (juickly,  ran 
,  into  the  store,  and  up  a  flight  of 
I  stairs  inio  tiie  counting-room,  where 
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he  feU,  exclaiming,  "  Oli  God,  I  am 
Blu»t !  I  tm  shot and  almost  in- 
gtantlv  expired.  One  of  hia  friends 
rereive^l  at  the  same  titno  a  ball  in 
hio  leg,  of  w  liicli  he  recovered.  ThoBe 
remaining  alive  in  the  building  now 
lield  a  coufiultation,  and  concluded 
to  MUTcnder.  One  of  their  nmnber 
went  np  to  the  scntUe  and  i^priBed 
the  mob  that  Mr.  Lovejoj  was  dead, 
and  that  the  pres>4  would  now  be 
given  np.  A  yell  of  exultation  waa 
pent  np  bv  the  rioters,  and  the  pro- 
]v>?ed  surrender  declined.  Anotlier 
of  the  iiunatcs  now  resolved  to  go 
out  and  make  some  terms,  if  j)os.si- 
ble ;  bnt  he  had  hardly  opened  the 
door  when  he  was  fired  upon  and 
aoTerely  wounded*  A  eitiaen  now 
eame  to  the  door  at  the  opposite  end, 
and  begged  those  within  to  leave  tlie 
building,  as  it  was  on  fire,  and  their 
remaining  would  be  utterly  iiseles.s. 
All  but  two  or  three  hereupon  laid 
down  their  anus,  leil  the  building, 
and  lied,  being  fired  upon  by  the 
>M>b  as  tiiey  escaped.  The  riotera 
then  roshed  into  1ib»  boilding,  threw 
the  press  out  of  the  window,  broke  it 
np,  and  pitched  the  pieces  into  the 
river.  They  destroyed  no  other  pro- 
perty,  save  a  few  guns.  One  of 
them— a  doctor — offered  to  extract 
the  ball  from  the  wounded  nu\n's  leg  ; 
but  lie  declined  their  assistance.  At 
two  o'clock,  they  had  dispersed,  and 
an  was  again  quiet 

Hr.  Loyejoy's  remains  wore  borne 
away  next  morning  to  his  dwelling, 
amid  the  jeers  and  scoifs  of  his  mur- 
derers. He  was  buried  the  day  fol- 
lowing — Thursday,  November  9 — 
the  day  which,  had  he  been  living, 
would  have  conn)leted  his  thirty- 
fifth  year.  His  wife,  who,  on  ac- 
ooont  of  the  oritieal  state  of  her 


health,  had  been  sent  away  from 

Alton,  was  unable  to  attend  his  fu- 
neral. Of  their  two  children,  one 
was  bom  after  his  death. 

The  defenders  of  the  warehouse, 
as  well  as  the  recognized  leaders  of 
thfllr  assaflants,  were  re^tectively  in- 
dicted for  riot,  and  tried,  or  rather, 
Mr.  Gibnan  alone  of  the  defenders 
was  tried;  and  npmi  his  acquittal 
the  CSly  Attorney  entered  a  nolU 
proA^qvi  as  to  the  other  defendants. 
The  leading  rioters  were  next  placed 
on  trial,  and  were  likewise  ac(piittcd. 
The  testimony  of  the  Mayor.  John 
M.  Krom,  was  much  relied  on  by 
the  defbnders  of  the  press,  who  ex- 
pected to  pnnre  by  it  tiiat  tliey  acted 
throughout  under  his  authority,  as 
ministers  of  the  law  and  official 
guardians  of  the  rights  of  ])roperty. 
His  testimony,  however,  did  not  sus- 
tain tliis  a.ssumpti<m.  The  I^fayor 
fully  admitted  that  he  had  repeated- 
ly and  freely  consulted  with  them  as 
to  tiidr  course  in  the  premises^  and 
had  advised  them  that  they  would 
be  entirely  justified  in  defending 
their  rights  by  arms,  if  necessary. 
But, he  said, he  had  given  thisadvioo 
as  a  lawyer,  a  neighbor,  and  citizen;  ' 
not  as  Mayor. 

The  details  of  this  tragedy  are  im- 
pcHiant,  as  they  serve  to  silence  two 
cavilB,  which  have  been  most  &niil- 
iar  in  the  months  of  the  champioiis 

of  Slavery.  "  If  you  want  to  op]X)se ' 
Slavery,  why  don't  you  go  where  it 
is?"  has  been  triumphantly  a-sked 
mauv  tlu)Uf^ands  of  times.  Mr.  Lovo- 
joy  did  exac  tly  this — as  Lundy,  and 
Garrison,  and  nunv  others  had  done 
before  him — and  only  left  a  Slave  for 
a  Free  State  when  such  removal  was 
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imperatively  demanded.  "  Why 
do  n't  you  keep  clear  of  the  fanatical 
lAholitionists,  and  discu?w  the  ques- 
'tiuii  in  modf-ration  and  <r<HKl  tern- 
•per  Mr.  Lovejoy  did  exactly  this, 
Also.  He  was  not  iHie  advoeate  of 
Gftiriflouism ;  on  the  contrary,  he  con- 
demned it.  He  was  not  the  cham- 
pion of  any  political  party,  nor  of  any 
peculiar  line  of  anti-Slavery  action. 
He  did  not  publit^h  an  Abolition 
journal.  Ili^  was  simply  and  ])urely 
a  religious  newspai)er,  in  which 
Slavery *^vas  from  time  to  time  dis- 
cussed, and  its  evils  exposed,  like 
those  of  intemperance^  or  any  other 
immorality.  Bnt  this  he  was  not 
pennitted  to  do,  whether  in  a  Slave 
\  or  in  a  Free  State.  He  was  pro- 
scribed, hunted,  persecuted,  assaulted, 
plundered,  and  linally  killed — not 
because  he  persisted  in  o])])o>ing 
Slavery  in  the  wroiif^  place,  or  in  a 
peculiarly  objectionable  manner,  but 
becanse  he  wonld  not  denst  tnm  op- 
posing it  at  all.** 

The  District  of  Columbia  was  orig- 
inally composed  of  a  hundred  square 
mi1e<«  of  territory,  lyiuGT  on  both  sides  i 
of  the  river  Potoinuc,  at  the  head  of 
navii>:ution  oji  that  .stream.  The  forty 
square  miles  south  of  that  river,  form- 
ing the  county  and  including  the  city 
of  Alexandria,  were  oededtotiietrQion 
in  1789  hy  Yiiginla,  and  letrooeded 
to  that  State  in  1846— the  move- 
ment for  retrocession  having,  doubt- 
leas,  some  covert  reference  to  the 
probability  or  pro9|)ect  of  disunion. 
The  sixty  square  miles  Iving  nortli  of 
the  Potomac — forming  the  county  of 

••■Wendkll  rnii.i.irs,  then  a  younjj  "Whig 
lairyer,  first  coaspicuousljr  identiaed  himseir 
with  the  aatt-SlaTeiy  movement,  at  •  mMliiig 
ImU  ilk  Bortoa  (DMMalmr  8^  mi),  •*  tlM  old 


Washington,  and  including  the  cities 
of  Washint^on  and  Georijctown  — 
were  ceded  ]>v  Marvland  in  1788, 
and  now  compose  the  entire  I)i>tri('t  ; 
so  that  ^S'aijhiiigtun  is  commanded, 
within  easy  shelling  distance,  by 
hights  which,  in  case  the  separation 
of  Yh^ginia  feom  the  Union  wero  o<m- 
ceded,  wonld  be  part  and  parcel  of 
a  foreign  country; 

The  Federal  Constitution  (Art.  I., 
Section  8)  provides  tliat,  The  Con- 
gress hhiiW  have  power  to  exercise 
exclusive  legislatitm  in  all  cases  what- 
soever, over  such  District  (not  ex- 
ceeding ten  miles  square)  as  may,  by 
cession  of  particolar  States,  and  the 
acceptance  of  CSongrsss,  become  the 
seat  of  the  Government  of  tlio  T'nited 
States."  The  cession  by  Marvland 
was  without  qualification.  But  Con- 
gress proceedi-d,  P(K>n  after,  to  pass 
an  act,  apparently  without  much  con- 
sideration or  forecast,  whereby  the 
then  existing  laws  of  Maryland  and 
Yixginia  were  to  continue  in  fall 
force  and  eflfeet  over  those  pcntions 
of  the  Federal  District  ceded  by  them 
respectively,  nntil  Oongress  should 
j  otherwise  enact ;  and.  as  those  States 
were  nndoubtedly  Slave  States,  their 
slave  laws  continued  operative  here- 
in, with  little  or  no  modification  or 
improvement,  down  to  tlie  passage  of 
the  Coni]>romiBe  measnres  of  1860. 

Yery  naturally,  the  creation  out 
of  nothing  of  sndi  a  city  as  Wash- 
ington, with  its  adoption  as  the  cajji- 
tal  of  the  Iwepublic,  combined  with 
its  favorable  hx'ation,  served  to  ren- 
der it  an  extensive  mart  for  the  iiros- 
ecutiou  of  the  domestic  Slave-Trade. 

Court  House — Fan'"".i!  IT.iU  fiavin^  Iwcti  n^ked 
for,  and  rofueed,  to  a  petition  headed  hj  Ber. 
iraUam  K  ChHuiag^— to  ooiMlder  flw  droonH 
itnoei  attmdlBg  Hw  dMiOi  oTMh  Lof^. 
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Some  of  the  largest  purchasers  in  j 
Maryland  and  Virj^nia  for  the  cotton  j 
and  sugar  region  located  themselves  \ 
at  thi.s  point,  fitted  up  their  sluve- 
pens,  and  a<lvertised'  in  tlie  leading  i 
journals  ul"  the  Capital  their  readi- 
ness to  buy  and  sell  young  and  likely 
negroea.  Temels  were  regularly  dis- 
patdied  from  Aleocandria  to  Ifew  Or* 
leana,  laden  with  their  human  mer- 
chandise.   So  that,  in  the  ahsenoe  of 
manufactures,  and  of  any  hut  a  petty 
retail  trade,  Blavcs  wore  loTig  a  cliief 
Btaple  of  the  commerce,  and  certainly 
the  leading  export,  of  the  American 
metropolis. 

Under  the  slave  Uwb,  bo  hastily 
bolted  by  Congress,  every  negro  or 
mulatto  was  prosomptiTely  a  Blare ; 
and,  if  unable  to  indicate  his  master, 
or  to  establii^h  sjiecialiy  his  right  to 
frecd<tm.  ^vas  liable  to  be  arrested  and 
im]>risoned,  advertised,  and  sold,  in 
delault  of  a  claimant,  to  j)ay  the  costs 
of  this  worse  than  Aigerine  proce- 
dure; and,  as  Washington  steadily 
inereaaed  in  i>opalation  and  import- 
anoe,  the  nnmber  of  colored  pevsons 
drifting  thither  from  all  quarters  in- 
creased with  it,  until  the  busineBB  of 
arresting,  detaining,  advertising,  and 
Belling  imowncd  negroes  became  a 
mo>t  lucrative  ]K'rquisite  of  the  Fed- 
eral Marshal  for  the  District,  yield- 
ing him  a  net  profit  of  many  thou- 
aands  of  dollars  per  annmn.  The  ad- 
TertaBementa  in  21U  Naiional  IiUd- 
Uffeneeff  United  States  Tdegraph^ 
Glohe^  Union^  etc.,  of  negroes  whom 
he  had  caught  and  caged,  and,  in  de- 
fault of  an  owner,  was  about  to  sell, 
were  widely  copied  in  botli  henii- 
Bpheres,  provoking  comments  by  no 
means  flattering  to  oar  country  nor 
ito  inatttationa.  The  phimage  of  the 
Amnrician  eagle  vaa  often  ruffled  by 


j  criticiBms  and  oompariaoiui  between 
j  these  legal  proceedings,  under  the 
!  shadow  of  our  Capitol,  and  tlie  harsher 
deahngsof  savages  and  heatlien  with 
I  strangers  so  luckless  as  to  fall  into 
their  hands ;  and  the  i)oint  of  thevse 
invidious  compariaons  was  barbed  by 
their  undeniable  jnBtioe. 

PetitionB  for  the  Abolition  of  81a> 
very  in  the  Federal  District,  or,  at 
least,  of  the  Slave-Trade  bo  flourish- 
ing therein,  had  been  from  time  im- 
memorial ]ircsented  to  Congress,  and 
treated  with  no  more  disrespect  or 
disregard  tlian  j)ctitions  to  legi|lative 
bodies  usually  encounter.  One  of 
these,  presented  in  1838,  was  signed 
by  United  Statea  Diatrict  Judge 
Chranch,  and  abont  one  tfaonaand 
more  of  the  most  respectable  citizena 
of  the  District;  but,  while  it  waa 
treated  decorously,  no  decisive  step 
was  taken  toward  compliance  with 
its  prayer.  As  the  distinctive  Abo- 
lition movement  gained  strength  in 
the  North,  and  the  excitement  caused 
thereby  roBC  higher  in  the  South — 
especially  after  the  McBBage  of  Gten. 
Jackson,  already  quoted,  urging  that 
anti  Slavery  agitation  be  made  a  pe- 
nal offense — a  more  decisive  hostility 
was  resolved  on  by  the  champions 
of  Slavery,  under  the  lead  of  Mr. 
Calhoun, 

On  the  presentation,  by  Mr.  Fair- 
field, of  Maine  (December  16, 1885), 
of  the  petition  of  (me  hundrod  and 
seventy-two  women,  praying  the  Ab- 
olition of  the  Slave-Trade  in  the 
District,  it  was  decisivelv  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  House:  Yeas  180,  Navs 
31 — the  Nays  all  irom  the  I^orth, 
and  mainly  Whigs. 

On  the  ISth,  Mr  Jackson,  of  Maa- 
aachuaetts,  offered  a  aimilar  petition 
from  the  dtiaeoi  of  the  town  of 
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Wreiitlmm;  and  Mr.  Hammond  of 
South  Carolina,  moved  that  it  be  not 
received ;  wliicli  was  met  by  a  mo- 
tion to  lav  on  the  table.  This  was 
rejected — Yeas  95,  i^avs  I'll.  But, 
linall}*,  a  propot^ition  that  the  peti- 
tion and  all  motions  regarding  it  be 
laid  on  the  table  was  canried — Teas 
140;  Kays  re. 

Mr.  Buchanan"  presented  a  memo- 
rial of  tlie  Cain  (Pennsylvania)  quar- 
terly meetini;  of  Friend^,  af^king  for 
tlio  siiiiic  in  BubfStance  as  the  above. 
Though  oi>poscd  to  ^Tantinjj  the 
prayer  of  the  petition,  he  preferred 
its  reference  to  a  Select  Committee 
or  that  on  the  District.  Bnt,  finding 
that  there  wore  insurmonntable  ob- 
stacles to  such  a  reference,  he  would 
move  that  the  memorial  be  read,  and 
that  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists  be 
rejected.  Tlie  question  being  de- 
manded on  Mr.  Buchanan's  motion, 
it  was  carried  by  the  decifiiv©  vote  of 
34  to  6. 

Mr.  Honis,  of  Ohio^  soon  after 
presented  similar  memorials  from  his 
State ;  wherenpon  Mr.  Galhoui  raised 
the  question  of  reception,  declaring 
''that  the  petitions  just  read  con- 
tained a  ^09-9;  false,  and  malicious 
slander  on  eleven  States  repre8ente<l 
on  this  floor,"  "That  Conj^ress  had 
no  jurisdiction  over  the  euhject,  no 
more  in  this  District  than  in  the 
State  of  Sonth  Carolina."  After  a 
long  and  spirited  debate,  mainly  by 
Southern  senators,  Mr.  Calhoun's  mo- 
tacm  to  reject  was  defeated  hy  a  vote 
to  receive  the  petition— Yeas  35, 
Nays  10,  as  follows : 

"Yeas:  Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Bnohnn- 
an,  Olay,  Clayton,  CritU-ndcn,  Davis,  Ew  ing 
of  IIliaoK  Ewinp  of  Ohio,  (iolddborough, 
Qrondy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Hubbard,  Kwit, 


Ki-  'I  <  f  Alabama.  King  of  Goorpia,  Knight, 
Luiii,  McKeuii,  Morris,  Naudaiu,  i^ilca,  Tren- 
tiss,  Kolibin»,  liobinson.  Haggles,  Shepley, 
SoaUmnl,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlin* 
son.  Wall,  Webster,  Wriglit.  Nays:  M essra. 
'  Hluck,  Culhn  HI,  CutJihtTt.  lAii^h,  Moore, 
Kicholus,  PortcT,  Preston,  WalkcT,  White." 

In  the  House,"  Mr.  Henry  L. 
Pinckney,  of  South  Carolina,  sulh 
initted  the  following  resolve : 

"  Uf!^oJriil,  That  all  the  momorials  which 
have  laen  uliVrod.  or  may  lifnultcr  he  pre- 
sentid  t')  this  llunse,  praying  lor  the  alioH- 
I  tion  of  Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
!  and  also  tlie  resolntinns  otiercil  by  an  honor- 
I  able  member  from  Maine  (Mr.  Jarvis),  with 
'  the  aiuendmeni  thereto,  proiK>8«d  by  an  hon- 
orable member  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wise), 
and  every  other  paper  or  proposition  that 
may  be  submitted  iu  relation  to  that  t^ubject, 
be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  with  in- 
Btructions  to  ri  ji'irt  thnt  Conjrress  has  no 
constitQtionul  authority  to  interfere  in  any 
way  with  the  institution  of  Slavery  in  any 
of  the  States  of  tliis  confederacy;  and  that, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  liouse.  Congress  ought 
not  to  intirlere  in  any  way  with  Slavery  in 
the  District  of  Col'iitiliia.  because  it  would 
be  aviolatiop  of  tiie  public  faith,  ui  wise,  im- 
politic, and  dangerous  to  tlio  Union ; 
signing  such  reaM)ns  for  tliese  conclusions 
as,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Committee,  may 
be  best  caleulated  to  enlii;litt  ii  the  public 
mind,  to  repress  imitation,  to  allay  excite> 
ment,  to  sn stain  and  preserve  the  just  rights 
of  the  sl.ivf  lioldiii^f  States,  and  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  District,  and  to  reestablish  haro 
mony  and  tranquillity  amongst  the  Taiioiit 
seetiona  of  the  LFnion.** 

After  some  demur  by  Mr.  IlaTn- 


mond,  of  Sonth  Carolina, 


ise. 


of 


Virginia, 


the 


and  3Cr. 

Pre^'ioTlfl 


Qntvtifn  was  ordered  on  this  resolve 
■ — Yeas  1 1^,  Tsays  47.  Mr.  Vinton, 
of  Ohio,  now  demanded  a  division 
of  the  resolve  into  three  parts,  which 
demand  was  sustained  by  the  Chair; 
and  the  first  proposition,  requiring  a 
referonce  of  aU  memorials  on  jhis 
subject  to  a  Select  rommittce,  was 
earried — Yeas  174,  NavB  48:  the 
Nays  all  from  tlie  South.  The 
second  proposition,  regarding  Slavery 


wjaniiM7ll,183«. 
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in  the  States,  was  afBrmcd — ^Tcas 
201,  Nays  7.  The  third  projK>hi- 
tion,  affirming  that  "  Coiigres.s 
ought  uot  U)  interfere  in  any  way 
-with  Slavery  in  the  Diatrict  of 
Culambia,"  prevailed  —  Yeas  1C3, 
KajB  47— the  Kajn^  of  conne,  from 
tlic  Noith.  And  the  third  danBe, 
being  now  divided,  the  question  was 
taken  on  tlie  remaining  part — be- 
cau!^e  it  would  be  a  violation  of  the 
public  J'aitli,  unwisie,  impolitic,  and 
dangerous  to  the  Unicju'' — and  that 
was  also  atHrmcd — Yeas  129 ;  JS^ays 
1*4:  ihe  Kays  being  all  from  the 
Kortb,  and  nearly  all  Whigs.  The 
remainder  of  the  proposition  was 
then  aHii  ined — Yeas  100  ;  Nays  6. 

The  Conirnittee  appointed  under 
the  above  resolution  consisted  of 
Messrs.  l^iuekney  of  South  Carolina ; 
Ilamer  of  Oliid ;  Pierce  of  New 
liauipahire  ;  Ilardiu  of  Kentucky  ; 
Jarvis  of  Maine ;  Owens  of  Georgia ; 
Hnhlenbeig  of  Pennqrlvania ;  Brom- 
goole  of  Virginia;  and  Tnnrill  of 
KewYork — all  Democrats,  but  ITar- 
din,  a  Southern  Whig.  This  Com- 
mittee, in  dnc  season,  reported.  First, 
That  Conijress  pi»>ne3:>e?  no  constitu- 
tional authority  to  interfere,  in  any 
way,  with  the  institution  of  Slavery 
in  any  State  of  this  conibderacy. 
Seeondlt/j  That  Congress  onght  not 
to  interfere  in  any  way  with  Slavery 
in  the  District  of  Oolumbia.  And, 
•*  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  agita- 
tion, an<l  restoriiiG^  traufpiilHty  to  the 
public  mind,"  they  recommended  the 
adoption  of  this  resolve : 

"Tliat  nil  petitions,  incinnrl.il-',  rcsolu- 
tioos,  propositions,  or  papers  relating  in  an^ 
waj  to  the  «ib|6efc  of  Slavery,  or  the  sboh- 

tion  of  Slavcrv,  withdiit  eitlier  being 

printed  or  referred,  be  luid  upon  the  table." 


10 


18,  ISSt. 


This  resolve  was  adopted — Yeas 
117,  Nays  C8;  the  Nays  bciii"^  sub- 
stantially, but  not  entirely,  conij)osed 
of  the  Whig  members  from  the  Free 
States. 

Amazing  as  it  may  seem,  this 
hotno  treatment  was  not  snooessful 
in  arresting  agitation,  and  rcs'.r  ring 
tranquillity  to  the  public  nr!  ci so 
that,  when  this  Congress  r.:ct  lor  the 
second  session,  it  was  ftund  necessary 
to  do  the  work  all  over  again.  Ac- 
cordingly, !Mr.  Albert  (t.  Ilawes, 
(Democrat)  of  Kentucky,'*  oftered  a 
resolittiion,  providing : 

"That  nil  memorials,  etc..  on  llie  suhject 
of  the  abolition  of  Slaverv,  should  bo  laid  on 
the  table,  without  bein«  referred  or  iirinted, 
and  that  no  farther  action  sliouid  be  had 
thereon." 

Which  was  adopted--Yeas  129; 
Nays  69— the  Nays  mainly  Northern 
Whigs,  as  before.  All  debate  was 
prednded  by  the  Flrorions  Ques- 
tion. 

And  Ftill  the  aijitntinn  refused  to 
be  contrnlled  or  alluyctl ;  so  that,  on 
the  meeting  of  tlie  next  C(jiiiriess, 
Mr.  Patton,  of  Virginia,"  offered  tlie 
foUoiiing  ^*a3  a  timely  sacritice  to 
the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  coun- 
try:" 

"  RemtltML,  T)iat  all  petition!*,  mcmoria1i| 

and  imptTs  touchiiip  tliealx'liti^  ii  of  ^lnvcry, 
or  tlio  buviii};.  selling,  or  inuijilcrriiifr  of 
slaves  in  any  Mate.  l)istrirt,  or  Territory  of 
tho  riiited  State!*,  be  laid  n|>on  the  table 
witl)()ut  hmv^  debnte<l,  printed,  read,  or 
referred ;  and  no  further  action  vbeterer 
shall  be  luul  thereon." 

Tlie  Previous  Qucs  "  is  hayin|p 
again  been  ordered,  this  resolve  was 
adopted — Yea^  lt?J;  Nnys  74 — the 
Nays,  as  before,  nuiinly,  if  not  en- 
tirely, tho  Wliig  members  from  the 
Free  States. 


»I)eGtmber21,  1837. 
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At  the  next  session,*^  Mr.  Charles 
G.  Atherton,  of  Kew  Hampshire, 
moved  the  following  resolutionB : 

**  Se$iih«d,  That  tub  govavment  ia  &  gov- 

erninent  of  limited  powers;  and  that,  by 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  Con- 
gress hot  no  Jarisdktkm  whatever  otrer  the 
in^tit'itinii  (jf  Sliivecyln  the  lerenl  Ststee 

of  tltti  j'onfedcracjr. 

Retoked,  That  the  petitions  for  the 
abolition  of  Slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia and  tiie  Territories  of  the  United 
8tatoe>  and  against  the  removal  of  »htves 
from  one  State  to  another,  are  a  part  of  the 

£lan  uf  operations  set  on  foot  to  atfeet  the 
istitation  of  Slavery  in  the  several  States, 
and  thus  indirectly  to  destroy  that  institu- 
tion witltin  their  limits. 

Heaolred,  That  Congress  has  no  right  to 
do  that  indirectly  which  it  oannot  do  direct- 
ly; and  that  the  agitation  of  the  subject  of 
Slavery  in  tlie  District  of  Columbia,  or  the 
Territories,  a»  a  means  or  with  a  view  of 
distorbing  or  overthrowing  that  institutioii 
in  the  wn-eral  States,  is  a^rainst  the  tnie 
spirit  and  nieaiiinf^  uf  tlie  Constitution,  an 
infnn;.'etiient  of  tlie  rifjiits  of  the  States 
atrecti'd.  and  a  brejich  of  the  public  faitli  on 
■which  tiiev  entered  intt)  the  confederacy. 

liciiolrfd.  That  the  Constitution  rests  on 
the  broad  principle  of  equality  among  the 
members  of  this  confederacy ;  and  that  Con- 
gress, in  the  exercise  of  its  acknowledged 
powers,  has  no  right  to  diaoriminate  be- 
tween the  institntiona  of  one  portion  of  the 
States  and  amtdier,  with  a  view  of  aboliab' 
ing  the  one  and  promoting  the  other. 

*^RtMhed,  therefore,  Tliat  all  attempts  on 
the  part  of  Con^^ress  to  abolish  Slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  or  the  Territories, 
or  to  proliiliit  the  removal  of  slaves  from 
State  to  State,  or  to  discriminate  between 
the  institutions  of  one  portion  of  the  coun- 
try and  another  with  the  iriews  aforesaid, 
are  in  violation  of  the  Constitution,  destruc- 
tive of  tl»e  fundamental  principles  on  which 
the  Union  of  these  States  rests,  and  beyond 
thejarisdiction  of  Congress;  and  that  every 
petition,  memorial,  rcsolntion,  proposition, 
or  papt  r.  touching  or  relating  in  any  way, 
or  to  aay  extent  whatever,  to  Slavenr  as 
aforesaid,  or  the  abolition  thereof,  shall  on 
the  presentation  tlieroof,  without  iiny  fnrtlicr 
action  thereon,  be  laid  on  the  table,  without 
bding  debated,  printed,  or  r^eired." 

Ifr.  Onshing,  of  lifawwiffihiiiiftttw,  ob- 
jecting, on  motioiL  of  ICr.  Atherton, 
the  rolee  were  snspended ;  and  Mr. 


A.'s  resolves  duly  pas&ed,  as  follows: 
Xo.  1— yojis  ir>8;  NavsO.  No,  3 
— Yeas  134;  Nays  67 — mainly,  if 
not  whoUy,  Northern  Whigs.  The 
third  resoliition  having  been  divided, 
the  Hooae  first  resolved  ^  That  Gon« 
gresB  hat  no  right  to  do  that  indi- 
rectly  which  it  cannot  do  directly," 
etc.— Teas  170,  Navs  30.  Tlie  resi- 
due  of  the  third  resolve  passed— Yeaa 
KU,  Navs  39.  The  fourtli  res<.Ive 
wari  in  like  manner  divided,  and 
passed  in  two  parts,  by  lb2  and  175 
Yeas  to  86  Kajs.  The  last  of  Mr. 
Atherton'a  resolves  was  in  like  man- 
ner divided,  and  the  fbfmer  part 
adopted  by  Teas  147  to  Kays  61; 
and  the  latter  or  g(ig  portion  by 
Yoas  127,  Nays  78— Hewy  A.  Wise 
refusing  to  vote. 

Tills  would  seem  quite  stringent 
enough ;  but,  two  years  later,"  the 
House,  on  motion  of  William  Ooet 
Johnson  (Whig),  of  Maryland,  further 

^^Re»ohfd.  That  upon  tlie  prvM-ntation  of 
any  memorial  or  petition,  praj'  iug  for  tlie 
abolition  of  Slavery  or  the  Slave-Trade  in 

any  District,  Territory,  or  State  of  the 
Union,  and  upon  the  presentation  of  any 
resolntion  or  other  paper  tonohing  that  siifr- 

joct,  the  reccjition  of  s!:r  li  memorial,  peti- 
tion, resolution,  or  pajjcr,  sliall  bo  consider- 
ed as  objected  to,  and  the  question  of  its 
reception  lui<l  on  the  tulile,  without  debato 
or  furtlier  action  thereon. 

^'ItetfheeL,  That  no  pelltimt,  memorial,  re- 
solution, or  other  pajier,  prayin?  for  tlie 
abolition  of  Slavery  in  the  l)i;*trict  of  Co- 
luiuhiiu  or  any  State  or  Territory,  or  the 
Sluve-Trade  between  the  States  or  Territo- 
rieg  of  the  United  States,  in  which  it  now 
exists,  sli.-ill  be  rocL'ivod  l>y  tliis  Home,  OP 
entcrtaineil  in  any  way  whatever." 

On  tills  proposition,  tlio  votes  were 
—  Yeas  114;  Nays  108  —  several 
Northern  Democrats  and  some 
Sontbem  Whigs  voting  ^th  aU  the 
Northern  Whigs  in  the  minorily.'' 

In  a  little  vasm  than  ten  years 


"Deosmberll,  1838.  « January  18,  1840. 
"The  membora  from  the  Free  Stattf.  twcnty- 
4^  in  aU  (allDemoormts  but  firaffit,  a  Ijrlariasd 


WhigX  who  voted  fbr  tliis  resolTS^  were  as  fbl- 

lows: 

Mai»e^Yitfs^i  D.  Parris^  Albert 
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after  tliis,  Congress  prohibited  the 
Slave-Trade  in  the  District ;  and, 
within   twt-ntv-twa   vean;,  Slavery 
<^  iteeli',  in  that  District,  was  likewibe 
Nabolidied  by  a  decided  vote.  Thus 


Congress  at  last  discovered  and  ap- 
plied the  true,  enduring  n  inedy  for 
'  agitation,'  in  hearing  and  heeding 
the  demands  of  Justice,  liumauity, 
and  Freedom. 


xn. 

TEXAS  AND  H££  AISNEXATIOIX. 


Tnn  name  Texas  originally  desig- 
nated an  Ol^finM  and  mainly  mim- 
babited  r^on  lying  between  the 
Fiendi  pooflooaionB  on  the  Miiwiiiiyp|B, 
and  the  Spanish  on  the  Bio  Grande, 
but  including  no  portion  of  the  val- 
ley of  eitlier  of  tluxe  rn^at  rivers. 
Though  the  first  Eiir(»{)eaii  t^ettle- 
ment  on  its  soil  appears  to  liave  i)een 
made  by  La  Salle,  a  Frenchman,  who 
Lmded  in  Matagorda  Bay,  and  erected 
fort  St.  Looia  on  the  LaTaoea,  prior 
to  1687,  he  is  known  to  hare  intend- 
ed to  settle  on  tlie  Afiwimwippi,  and 
to  have  drifted  so  far  westward  hv 
mistake.  The  region  since  known 
as  Texas  was,  even  then,  claimed  by 
Spain  a3  a  part  of  ^fexieo ;  and  a 
Spanish  expedition  under  Do  Leon 
was  dispatched  to  the  Lavacca  in 
1689  to  expel  La  Salle ;  but,  on  en- 
tering that  rirer,  learned  that  he  had 
been  assassinated  by  tme  of  his  follow- 
ers, and  his  entire  company  dispersed. 
De  Leon  returned  next  year,  and 
founded  the  mission  of  San  Franeis- 
co  on  tlie  site  of  the  dismantled  fV>rt 
St.  Louis.  From  that  time,  tlie 
S|)anish  claim  to  the  country  was 


2ieu  Uampakin.'-CimiM  Q,  Atbertoo,  Bdmond 
Borka,  In  A.  BaMnum,  Triitisiii  Shaw, — Jlew 
Tori. — Nehcmiali  II.  OMla^  John  Fine,  Na- 
fiunlel  .Trino<i.  OolivcmeiirKenililo,  James  do  la 
Ifontenya,  .Io)m  H.  I'rontifls,  Tberon  R.  Strong. 

loba  Davis*  Josepli  FOnunoe, 


never  seriously  disputed,  though 
another  Frezich  attempt  to  eokmiso 
it  was  made  in  1714,  and  proved  at 
fatile  as  La  Salle's.  The  cession  of 

Louisiana  by  France  to  Spain  in 
1763,  of  comiBe  foreclosed  all  possi- 
bility of  collision  :  and  wlien  Loiu- 
siana.  ]ia\int]^  been  retrcKjeded  by 
ISjiaiu  t(»  France,  was  sold  to  the 
United  States,  we  took  our  grand 
purchase  without  specification  of 
boundaries  or  gnaran^  of  title.  For 
a  time,  there  was  apparent  danger 
of  colHsion  req>eeting  onr  western 
boundary,  between  onr  yonng,  self- 
contident,  and  grasping  republic,  and 
the  feeble,  decayini^  moiiarehy  of 
Spain  ;  but  the  wise  moderation  of 
Mr,  Jelierson  was  manifested  through 
the  action  of  his  subordinates,  so  that 
Gen.  Wilkinson,  onr  militaiy  com- 
mander in  Looidana,  and  Gen.  Her- 
rera,  who  directed  the  small  Spanish 
force  on  our  frontier,  after  some 
threatening  demonstrations,  came  to 
an  understanding;  in  October,  1806, 
whereby  the  vSiibino  was  practietdly 
recognized  as  our  western  boundary, 
and  all  peril  of  collision  obviated  by 


James  Qeny,  Qwtgi  li'Cullough,  D»Tid  Fetrio 
kon,  Wflliaa  ft  Rrattf.  0^9.-0.  P.  LeadbeW 

tGF.   William   Medill,   Isaac  Parrisli,  George 
Swoi'uey,  Jonatlian  Taylor,  John  B^Weller, 
Indiana. — John   Da  via,  Owcge  H. 
i&MUMJL — John  BeTnoULi. 
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a  withdrawal  of  tlio  Spanish  troops 
behind  the  Arrovo  Honda,  some 
miles  further  west.  The  weakness 
of  Spain,  the  ab8oq)tion  of  lier  ener- 
gies and  means  in  the  desolating 
van  for  her  itidependenoe  into  whicS 
Bhe  was  soon  after  fiiroed  by  the  ra- 
pacity of  Kapoleoiiy  and  the  otmee- 
quent  revolutions  in  her  continental 
American  colonies,  whereby  they 
were  each  and  all  lost  to  her  forever, 
afforded  tempting  opportunities  to 
adventurer  after  adventurer,  from 
Burr  to  Lafittc  and  Long,  to  attempt 
the  conquest  of  Texas,  with  a  view 
to  planting  an  independent  power  on 
ber  inviting  prairieB,  or  of  annexing 
lier  to  the  United  States.  Two  or 
tiiree  of  these  ezpeditiona  seemed  for 
a  time  on  the  verge  of  success ;  but 
each  in  turn  closed  in  defeat  and  dis- 
aster ;  BO  that,  when  Spanish  power 
was  expelled  from  Mexico,  Texas  bo- 
came  an  undisputed  Mexican  posses- 
sion without  costing  the  new  nation 
%  drop  of  blood.  About  this  time 
(1819),  our  longstanding  differences 
witli  Spain  were  settled  by  treaty, 
whereby  Florida  was  ceded  by  her 
to  this  countrv,  and  the  Sabine  was 
mutually  acknowledged  and  estab- 
lished as  our  western  boundary'.  In 
other  words,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
legion  known  as  Texas  appertained 
Bot  to  Louisiana,  bnt  to  Mexico.  Mr. 
Clay — then  in  quati  opposition  to 
Ifr.  Monroe's  Administration— de- 
murred to  this,  and  there  were  a  few 
Otiiers  who  indicated  dissatisfaction 
"With  it ;  but  this  stipulation  of  the 
treaty  was  so  clearly  right,  and  the 
course  of  the  Administration  in  ne- 
gotiating it  BO  wise  and  proper,  that 
•11  dissent  was  speedily  drowned  in 
avowals  of  genend  and  beartj  satis- 
iMJtion. 


Mexico  having  practically  vindi- 
cated her  independence,  and  all  at- 
tempts to  grasp  Texas  bv  force  hav- 
ing ])rovod  abortive,  Mr.  Moses  Aus- 
tin— a  native  of  Connecticut  settled 
in  IGssonri-^ed  a  new  tack.  Be- 
presenting  himself  as  a  leader  and 
mouthpiece  of  a  band  of  Boman 
Cutholics  suffering  from  Protestant 
intolerance  and  peneontion  in  this 
country,  he  petitioned  the  Mexican 
government  for  a  grant  of  land,  and 
porinission  to  settle  in  the  then  al- 
most unpeopled  wilderness,  vaguely 
known  as  Texas,  fiis  prayer  was 
granted,  though  be  did  not  live  to 
profit  by  it.  Betuming,  in  the  early 
months  of  1821,  from  western  Texas 
to  Louisiana,  he  wns  robbed  and  left 
exposed  to  every  hardship  in  that 
uninhabited  region,  thus  contracting 
a  severe  cold,  whereof  he  died  the 
following  June.  His  son,  Stej  hen 
F.  Austin,  received  the  grant  for 
which  his  &ther  bad  sued,  and  under 
it  made  a  settlement  on  a  site  wbicb 
now  includes  the  city  of  Austin. 

Swarms  of  like  adventurers,  invit- 
ed by  the  climate,  soil,  and  varied 
natural  resoinccs  of  Texas,  from  this 
time  poured  into  it ;  some  of  tlicm 
on  the  stren^h  of  real  or  pretended 
concessions  of  territory — others  with- 
out leaye  or  license.  Tbej  found 
Teiy  few  Mexicans  to  dilute  or 
shsTO  with  them  ibe  advantages  it 
presented ;  of  government  there  was 
very  little,  and  that  not  good ;  Texas 
being  a  ])ortion,  or  rather  appendage, 
of  Coahuila,  a  ^fexicun  State  situated 
on  the  lower  Rio  Grande,  with  tho 
bulk  of  its  population  west  of  that 
river.  Bevolations  succeeded  each 
other  at  short  intervals  in  Hexico^  as 
in  most  Spanish  American  countries ; 
and  it  was  feirlj  a  question  whether 
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Ibe  allflgumofl  Bworn  to  the  goyem- 
jnent  of  last  year,  was  binding  in 
fiivor  of  that  whereby  it  had  siiioe 

been  arbitrarily  supplanted. 

In  the  YL'ur  1827 — Mr.  John  Q. 
Adams  being  President — Mr.  Clay, 
his  Secretary  of  State,  instraoted 
Jod  R  Poinaett,  our  Hiiuatar  to 
Maorico,  to  oflfer  one  million  of  dol- 
kra  for  the  oaaaion  to  na  by  the  re- 
public of  Mexico  of  her  territory  this 
aide  of  the  Rio  Grande.  Mr,  Poin- 
Bett  did  not  make  the  ofier, 'perceiv- 
ing that  it  would  only  irritate  and 
alienate  the  Mexiuaufl  to  uo  good 
purpose. 

In  Mr.  Tan  Borai,  aa  Gen. 
Jaekaon'a  Secretaiy  of  State,  in- 
atmeted  our  Hiniater  at  HCeKko  to 
make  a  eimilar  offer  of  four  or  five 
milhons  for  Texas,  including  no  part 
of  the  vallev  of  tlic  Kio  Grande,  nor 
of  that  of  tlie  Nnect;s,  tliis  pido  of  it, 
and,  of  course,  no  part  of  New  Mexi- 
co.   Still,  Mexico  would  not  sell. 

8am  Homfov,  bom  in  Bockbiidge 
Ooanly,  Yiiginia,  in  1798,  had  early 
migrated  to^enneesee,  settling  very 
near  the  reserved  lands  of  the  Chero- 
kee Indians,  to  whom  he  speedily 
absconded,  living  three  years  among 

t  In  tbe  Winter  of  I S30,  th«  lint  jmx  of  Jack- 
mxx  nik?  at  Washington,  Iloiiston  came  to  that 
dtj  from  lb6  wildii  of  the  titr  West,  in  comiNiD/ 
villi  »lMBd«r  LidlaM,  vliopraAMad  to  htm 

busiaesa  there.  Ho  romainod  Fomo  wecka  or 
XDontttfl,  ostensibly  attending  to  this  business, 
and  Bade  or  reneired  ttie  errpMfnfMiee  of  one 

Dr.  Robert  Msjo,  vrith  whom  ho  becaoio  fall* 
Tnatf>,  and  to  whom  he  inipartfd  lils  Texas  pro- 
ject ;  aud  by  him  it  wus  betrnjed  to  President 
JaoiaMm,  who,  Tory  imbaUy,  liad  alreadj  hMid 

ltfrf'-:i  TT')'  >Jtnn  hitn«o!r. 

'•I  Iwirned  from  liiin, "  wrote  Mnj-o,  "that  ho 
was  organizing  an  cxpcnlition  aKaiiis«t  Texas ;  to 
•flbrd  a  ctoiik  to  which,  he  had  nssomed  the 
Indian  costume,  babita,  and  afoodatioas,  hy  let- 
tlhig  among  them  in  the  neig:hborho«')d  of  Texas. 
That  nothing  was  more  eaaj  to  accomplish  than 


0£S  TO  T£XAS.  ,  I49 

them.     More  tban  twenty  yeara 

later — having,  meantime,  been  a  gak 
lant  soldier  in  tlie  AVar  of  1812,  an 
Indian  agent,  a  lawyer,  district  at- 
torney, major-general  of  militia, 
member  of  Congress,  and  Governor 
of  Tennesbec — ^he  abruptly  separated 
ftom  bia  newly-married  ^rife,  and  re- 
paired again  to  the  Cherokeea^  now 
settled  west  of  the  Miwviwrippi,  by 
whom  he  was  welcomed  and  made  ft 
chief.  After  living  with  them  tliree 
years  longer  a-^  a  savage,  he  suddenly 
left  them  again,  retume<l  to  civiliza- 
tion— of  tlie  Arkansas  pattern — set 
out  from  Little  Iwock,  with  a  few 
companknaof  like  apirtt^  fixr  ^  new 
oonntiy  to  which  adventurera  and 
lawless  eharacten  thronghont  the 
Southwest  were  silently  tending.  A 
Little  R^H-k  journal,  noticing  his  de- 
parture lor  Texas,  significantly  said: 
"  We  shall  doubtless  hear  of  his  rais- 
ing hi^  JIh<j  there  shortly."  The 
guess  was  a  perfectly  sale  one. 

For  the  Slave  Power  had  already 
peiceiTed  ita  opportonity,  and  reaehF 
ed  to  profit  by  it  Hooaton  and  • 
other  restless  spirits  of  bis  sort  wars 
pushed  into  Texas  expressly  to  seize 
upon  the  Urst  opportunity  to  foment 
a  revolntion,'  eiq[>el  the  Mexican  so- 

the  conqucBt  nnd  poioaenion  of  th.u  exUnaive 
and  fertile  oountrj,  hj  tiw  oouperation  of  th« 
Indians  in  tbe  Arkansas  TVnritoiy,  and  reoniita 

.'imoii^'  tho  citi3»ns  of  the  United  States.  Thaii 
in  his  view,  it  wouM  hardly  bo  nocewwry  X» 
hlriko  a  blow  to  wrest  Texas  from  Mexico. 
That  it  was  ample  for  tho  ostiblishment  ami 
iinintSBaMsof  a  separate  and  independent  gov> 
emment  from  tho  United  Statea.  That  the  ex« 
pedition  would  be  pot  ready  with  nil  possibls 
dispatc'fi.  Thai  tho  (If  monHtrutioa  would  and 
rniut  be  made  in  about  twelve  muntlis  from  that 
tine.  That  the  event  of  success  opened  the 
mo^^t  iinlK>unded  proepects  of  wealth  to  thw 
who  would  cmbarlc  in  it,"  eta,  eto. . 

Dr.  Majo  further  learned  from  one  Hunter, 
a  ooDftdsrate  of  Houston,  that  there  were  then 
FccTT't  apcnripw  in  all  tho  prindpal  cities  of  thi 
Union,  enlisting  men  for  the  Texas  entsirprisB.  - 


Digitized  by  Google 


160 


THE  AMERICAN  COKFLIOT. 


ihorities,  and  prepare  the  region  for 
speedy  Annexation  to  this  countrA', 
•0  a  new  make-wei^lit  in  Mr.  Cal- 
houn's pcheme  of  a  ]iC!  ])otnal  balance 
of  power  betweii  the  Free  and  the 
Slave  States.  Houston  had  scarcely 
reached  Nacogdoches,  near  the  east- 
em  boundaiy  of  Texas,  when  he  waa 
elected  thensfirom  a  delegate  to  a 
OtmTention  called  to  frame  a  Oonsti- 
tntion  for  that  country  a-s  a  distinct 
State,  which  met  April  1,  1833, 
and  did  its  predestined  work.  Texas 
proclaiincd  her  entire  indej>ciidencc 
of  Mexico,  March  2,  l  ^SG.  War,  of 
course,  ensued — iu  fact,  was  already 
beginning — and  Hooston  soon  eno- 
eeeded  Anstin  in  the  command  of 
Ae  insDigent  fbrcee.  On  the  lOth, 
Houston  repaired  to  the  camp  at 
Gonzales,  where  874  poorly-armed, 
ill-Bupplied  men,  were  mustered  to 
dispute  the  force,  5,000  f^tron^;,  witli 
which  Santa  Anna  had  already 
crossed  the  Rio  Grande  and  advanc- 
ed to  the  frontier  fort,  known  as  the 
Alamo,  held  by  Col  Tiavia,  with  186 
.men,  who  were  captured  and  all  pat 
to  death.  Houston,  of  course,  re- 
treated, hoping'  to  be  joined  by  Col. 
Fannin,  who  lield  Goliad  with  500 
Rien,  and  several  pieces  of  artillery, 
"whereas  Houston  had  not  one.  But 
Fannin,  while  on  his  way  to  join 
Houston,  was  intercepted  and  sur- 
nmnded  by  a  strong  Mexican  de- 
tachment nnder  Urrea,  by  whom, 
after  two  days'  fif^tmg,  he  waa  oap- 
tnred  (Mardi  20]^  and  all  his  survi- 
Tora,  857  men,  treacherously  shot  in 
cold  blood.  Houston,  of  course,  con- 
tinued Ills  retreat,  pursued  by  Santa 
Anna,  but  havint;  too  little  to  carry 
to  be  easily  overtaken.  He  received 
some  slight  reSnforcementa  on  his 
march,  and  at  the  San  Jacinto,  April 


10,  met  two  gnna  (six-pounders),  sent 
him  from  Cincinnati — ^hisfirst.  Santa 
Anna,  still  eagerly  pressing  on,  had 
burned  Harrisburg,  the  Texan  capi- 
\  tal,  and  crossed  the  San  Jacinto  w  itli 
the  advance  of  his  armv,  the  main 
body  being  detained  on  the  other 
side  by  a  fteehet  Houston  perceiv- 
ed his  opportunity,  and  embraced  it. 
Facing  suddenly  abont,  he  attacked 
the  Mexican  yanguard  with  great 
fary,  firing  several  rounds  of  grape 
;  and  canister  at  short  ranjje,  then 
i  nishinff  to  tlic  attack  witli  clubbed 
!  muskets  (haviiitj  no  biiyoiiets),  and 
yells  of  '*  Renieniber  the  Alamo  1" 
"Bemember  Goliad  P  The  Mexip 
cana  were  utterly  rooted  and  dis- 
persed— the  return  of  680  kiUed  to 
208  iO0uiu20^,  proving  that  very  lit- 
tle mercy  was  shown  bv  the  Texans, 
who  nevertheless  took  730  prisoners 
(about  tlieir  own  niuiibe?-),  who  were 
probably  }»ick(  d  uj"  at'tc^  tiie  buttle, 
as  their  General  was,  in  the  trees 
and  bushes  among  which  they  had 
8on£^  sa&ty  in  conoealment.  Banta 
Anna's  life  was  barely  saved  by 
Houston,  who  was  among  the  twen- 
tv-fivo  wounded,  who,  with  eight 
killed,  formed  the  sum  total  of  Texan 
loss  in  tlie  fight.  Houston  made  a 
treaty  with  his  prisoner,  in  obedience 
to  wliich  tlie  main  body  of  the  Mexi- 
cans retreated  and  abandoned  tho 
country,  as  Ihey  doubtless  would,  at 
any  rate,  have  done.  This  treaty 
farther  stipulated  for  the  independ- 
ence of  Texas;  but  no  one  could 
have  seriously  supposed  that  such  a 
stipulation,  wrested  from  a  ]>risoner 
of  war  in  imminent  and  well-gi-ound- 
ed  fear  of  massacre,  would  bind  hi:^ 
countrj',  even  liad  he,  when  free,  had 
])ower  to  make  such  a  treaty.  The 
victory,  not  the  treaty,  was  the  tme 
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bads  and  aBBimaoe  of  Tenn  inde- 
pendtticc. 

Gen.  Houi=iton — who  had  mean- 
time returned  to  the  United  States 
to  obtain  ]»roper  treatment  for  his 
woHiult'd  ankle,  and  to  confer  with 
Gen.  Jackskiu  ^and  other  friends  of 
Texas  —  wm  immadiatelj  ohoBen 
F^dent  of  the  new  lepaUie,  and 
iiunigiirated,  October  22,  1836.  In 
March  folh>win|r,  the  United  States 
took  ike  lead  in  acknowledging  the 
indc]>ondonre  of  Texas,  and  other 
nations  iu  duo  time  followed.  Expe- 
ditions, litted  out  in  western  Texas, 
were  sent  to  Santa  Fc  on  the  north, 
and  to  Hier  on  the  Bio  Gbande^  and 
eadi  badly  handled  by  the  Mexicans, 
who  eaptored  the  Santa  F6  perty 
entire,  and  sent  them  prisoners  to 
theur  capital ;  but,  within  her  original 
boundaries,  no  serious  demonstration 
was  made  against  tlie  new  repubhc 
by  Mexico,  subsequently  to  Santa 
Anna's  disa.>trous  failure  in  1836. 
Meantime,  her  population  steadily 
fnereased  hj  migration  fnm  the 
United  States,  an^  to  flome  extent, 
fiom  Europe;  bo  that,  though  her 
fipffnAAa  irere  in  woeM  disorder,  and 
her  northern  frontier  constantly  ha- 
rassed by  savage  raids,  there  was 
very  little  probability  that  Texas 
would  e\  er  have  been  reconquered 
by  Mexico. 

In  Angost,  1837,  Gem.  Memnoan 
Hunt,  envoy  of  Texas  at  Washing- 
ton, proposed  to  our  Govenunent 
the  Annexation  of  his  country  to  the 
United  States.  Mr.  Van  Buren  was 
then  President,  with  John  C.  For- 
syth, of  Georgia — an  extreme  South- 
ron— for  his  Secretary  of  State.  The 
subject  was  fully  considered,  and  a 
decLdre  negatiYe  returned.  Mr. 


Forsyth,  in  his  official  raply  to  Gen. 

Hunt's  protfcr,  said : 

"So  lonp  as  Texa-^  sbnl!  remain  at  war, 
while  tho  United  States  uro  ut  peace  with 
lier  mh  (Tsury,  the  propoflitioQ  m  the  Texan 
Mini!<t<.r  Plenipotentiary  nece<»»arily  in- 
volves the  question  of  war  with  that  adver- 
sary. The  United  States  are  bound  to  Mexi- 
co by  a  treaty  of  amity  and  oomiueroei 
which  will  be  scmpnlonsly  obsenred  on 
their  part  so  K)iig  as  it  can  lie  reasonahly 
hoped  that  Mexico  will  perform  her  duties 
and  respeet  oar  rights  under  it  The  JJniU 
ed  States  might  justly  bo  suspected  of  a  dis- 
regard of  the  friendly  purposes  of  the  com- 
pact, if  the  ofvertare  of  Oen.  Hunt  were 
to  be  even  reserved  for  future  consideration  ; 
as  this  would  imply  a  disposition  on  our 
part  to  es])()U!*e  the  quarrel  of  Texas  with 
Mo.\i(M> — IX  (li-[)i '-;itinii  wholly  at  variance 
with  the  K{>irit  of  the  treaty,  and  with  the 
uniform  policy  and  the  obvioas  welliweof 
the  Uuited  States. 

"  The  indncemcnts  mentioned  by  Gen. 
Hunt  for  the  United  States  to  annex  Texas 
to  their  Territory  ore  duly  appreciated ;  but, 
powwftd  and  weijrhty  as  certainly  they  are, 
they  are  light  wli.  ii  o{)|)osed  in  the  scale  of 
reason  to  treaty  obligations,  and  respect  for 
that  Integrity  of  eharacter  bf  whieh  tho 
United  Htuics  have  sought  to  distinenish 
themaelves  since  the  establishment  of  their 
right  to  churn  a  plaoe  in  the  great  fuoilr  of 
Nations." 

Gen.  Hunt's  letter  ha\'ing  inti- 
mated that  Texas  migjlit  be  impelled, 

by  a  discouraging  response  to  licr 
advances,  to  grant  special  commercial 
favors  to  other  nations  to  the  preju- 
dice of  this,  Mr.  Forsyth — writing  in 
the  name  and  under  the  inimediato 
inspiration  of  the  President — re- 
sponded as  follows: 

**Tt  is  presnmed,  bowertr,  that  tho  mo- 
tives by  which  Texas  has  lieen  trovcrnod  in 
making  this  overture,  will  imvo  e<|ual  force 
in  impelling  her  to  preserve,  as  an  inde- 
pendent power,  the  most  liberal  commercial 
relations  with  the  United  States.  Such  a 
di^osition  will  he  choorfnlly  met,  in  a  oorre- 
spondinf^  spirit,  by  this  (lovemmcnt.  If  tho 
answer  which  the  undersigned  ha-s  been  di- 
rected to  give  to  tho  proposition  of  Gen, 
Hunt  should,  unfortunately,  evoke  such  a 
change  in  the  sentiments  of  that  Government 
as  to  induce  an  attempt  to  extend  commer- 
cial relations  elsewhere,  upon  terms  prqja- 
dioiat  to  the  United  Ststea,  this  Qomamail 
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will  l)e  ooti'inlvfl  !iy  the  rectitnilc  of  its  int<>n-  ! 
tioas,  iiiid  u  ccrtuiuiy  tbut,  altliougii  tiiu  haz- 
ard of  transient  lowes  may  be  incurred  by  a 
ripid  adlippfiice  to  just  ijriiiciplc-^.  no  lustinp 
prosperity  van  be  secured  wiieu  tliey  are 
(fiaragarded." 

.  This  ended  the  negotlAtiQiifl)  and 
foredoacd  all  diaciudon  of  the  subject 
by  <mr  Govemmoit  during  Mr.  Van 
Burcii'ti  term.  Yet,  so  early  as  1837, 
it  bad  become  evident  to  careM  ob- 
Bei*\'ers  among  us,  that  intrigues  were 
tlioii  on  toot  for  the  Annexation  of 
Texas. to  the  United  States,  and  that 
the  chief  impulse  to  this  was  the 
prospect  of  tliereby  increasing  the 
influence  and  power  of  Slavery  in 
our  Government.  It  had,  indeed, 
been  notorious  from  the  first,  that  this 
purpose  was  oiheriBlied  hy  a  large 
portion  of  those  who  had  actively 
contributed  to  colonize  Texas  from  i 
this  cfuintrv  and  to  fight  the  hattles 
of  her  In(l('|>endence.  Benjamin 
Lundy  saw  and  reported  this  during 
his  repeated  journeys  through  the 
whole  extent  of  Texas,  in  quest  of  a 
r^on  whereon  to  found  a  cfAony  of 
free  blacks.  On  this  ground,  he  was 
a  determined  foe  to  the  whole  Ik  tnc 
of  Texan  colonization  and  independ- 
ence, regarding  it  but  as  a  new  i 
device  of  American  Slavery  for  ex- 
tending and  perpetuating  its  power. 
Earnest  Abolitionists  generally  con- 
templated the  events  traii6]>iring  in 
Texas  with  growing  a]>prdienuon ; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  slave- 
holding  region  was  unanimous  and 
enthusiastic  in  &vor  of  the  new  re- 
public ^fen  were  o|)enly  recruited 
throughout  tlie  valley  of  the  lower 
Mis^i^^ippi  for  lier  slender  armies; 
while  arms  and  munitions  were 
supplied  irom  our  South-western 
cities  with  little  disguise  or  pretense 
of  payment  The  Slave  Power  had 


'  made  sacrifices  to  wrest  Texas  from 
Mexico — with  what  intent  ?  Mr. 
Webster,  in  his  speech  at  Nl bio's 
Garden,  March  15.  1837,  thus  cau- 
tiously, but  with  majestic  and  imj)re*- 
sive  oratory,  gave  utterauce  to  the 
more  eonsiderate  Northern  view  of 
the  subject: 

"Gentlemen,  proposinj;  to  express  opin- 
ions on  the  principal  .subjects  of  ii.tcrest  at 
the  present  luutoeut,  it  is  impossible  to  over- 
look the  delicate  qnention  virbieh  has  luisen 
from  events  w  liieh  have  Iinpponed  in  tlie  late 
iMexican  province  of  Texas.  Tlie  independ- 
ence of  that  province  lias  now  lut  n  rect^ 
nize<l  by  the  fjoverntnLiif  oftla-  Tnitt-d  Stntos. 
Cungresa  gave  the  i 'resident  tlie  means,  to 
be  naed  when  he  aaw  tit.  of  opming  a  diplo- 
matic interconrse  with  its  pt)vernn)cnt,  and 
the  hue  President  imme<liutely  made  use  of 
those  means. 

''1  saw-  no  objection,  under  tlie  circam- 
stances,  to  voting  an  niipropriationto  be  used 
when  till-  rii  sidont  sliould  think  the  proper 
time  hud  come ;  and  be  deemed  —  very 
pronintly,  it  is  tnie. — ^that  the  time  had 
alri'.'idy  arrived.  (\'rtninly.  jrt'iitb  rm  n.^the 
history  of  Texaa  is  uut  a  little  wonderful.  A 
very  few  people,  in  a  very  ahort  time,  hava 
established  a  government  for  t  Item  selves, 
against  the  authority  of  the  parent  state; 
and  thi.s  ^'overniiient.  it  is  );eiR>rally  aop- 
posed.  tliiTc  id  little  |)robability,  ut  the  ]>vi:<- 
eut  niuiiient,  of  the  parent  bLute  l«;ing  able 
to  overturn. 

This  govemnient  ia,  in  form,  a  copy  of 
onr  own.  It  is  an  American  constitution, 
Huhstantially  dftertlie  frtvat  .Xinerican  model. 
I  We  all,  therefore,  must  wish  it  aoceess;  and 
there  is  no  one  who  will  more  heartily  re- 
joice than  1  s!i:^ll,  to  see  an  imlependoiit 
commuuity,  inteHigent,  industrious,  and 
friendly  toward  us.  spnngin;;  up  and  rising 
into  bjii>i»iiiess.  distinction,  and  j)ower.  npou 
our  own  priuciples  of  liberty  and  govern- 
ment. 

"  Ilut  it  cannot  be  diseui-sed.  pentlenicn, 
that  a  desire,  or  an  intention,  already 
nianife8te<I  to  annex  Texas  to  the  Ignited 
States.  On  a  subject  of  such  niighty  mns- 
nitudo  as  thi.s,  aiul  at  a  niotiient  when  the 
jiublic  attention  is  drauii  tu  i.,  I  should 
feel  my!«elf  wanting  in  candor,  if  I  did  not 
express  my  opinion;  since  all  must  suppose 
that^  on  such  ii  question,  it  is  impossible  that 
1  should  be  without  some  opinion. 

'*!  say,  then,  gentlemen.  In  all  fhinlcneaa, 
tliat  1  tiee  objections — I  think  insuniiount- 
ablo  oldcctious — to  the  annexation  of  1  exas 
to  the  United  States.  .When  the  Goosd- 
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totion  was  formed,  it  !«  not  probable  that 
vtbiet  its  fromem  or  tbo  people  ever  looked 
to  tlae  sdmiKston  of  nnj  States  into  the 

Union,  c\<  tMit  MH'h  as  then  already  i'xistC'<l, 
and  «uck  ad  should  be  foruied  out  of  territo- 
ries then  already  belonf^iDg  to  the  United 
{>t.ite>.  Fiftft-n  years  artvr  the  adoption  of 
the  C  onstitution,  howercr,  tliu  co»o  <>f  l^u- 
ision*  nroae.  Louisiana  was  obtained  by 
treaty  v.  ith  France,  who  had  already  ob- 
taihed  it  from  Spain  ;  but  tho  object  of  this 
arquin  lion,  cert;iinly,'Wa8not  inero  extension 
of  tt  rrito;-y.  Otlu-r  '^.Tcat  ixilitical  interests 
Were  eoririected  \vi.^Ii  it.  Spain,  while  she 
pos>tes«ed  Ixiaisiaiia.  li.id  held  the  mouths  of 
the  great  rivers  wljich  ri«e  in  tho  Western 
Statfa,  and  flow  into  tho  (lulf  of  Mexico, 
8he  had  <lisputt'd  oar  u.-^e  of  these  rivers 
•Ire-idy ;  and,  with  a  powerful  nation  in  pos- 
session of  those  ontlots  to  the  sea,  it  is  oliri- 
ojs  tliat  tlie  eomiiieree  of  all  llie  West  was 
in  danger  of  i>erpetual  vexation.  Tlie 
oomnmnd  of  these  rivers  to  the  sea  was, 
tlivTi  fort',  tlu-  'rTicat  object  aimed  at  in  tlio 
acr^uisition  of  Louisiana.  i>nt  tliat  acqui- 
sition necessarily  kroaght  territory  along 

wit!i  I'  :  ^'1  1  t::ree  States  now  Sxist^  ioniied 
out  of  thai  aacit  lit  province. 

A  similar  fM)licy.  and  a  similar  neces.'^ity, 
thon;rb  perh:;j's  n<<t  eritireiy  SO  DlgiBBt)  led 
to  the  aequi^itioii  of  Florida. 

Xow,  no  soch  necessity,  no  snch  iK>Iioj, 
requires  tho  annexation  of  'lexas.  The 
accession  of  Texas  to  oar  territory  is  not 
Jiece-isary  to  tlie  full  and  complete  eiyoy- 
meot  of  all  which  we  already  possess,  lier 
ease,  therefora,  stands  upon  a  footing?  en- 
tirely ditferent  from  that  of  Louisiana  and 
yiorida.  Thoro  being  no  nccciwity  for 
•xtending  the  limits  of  the  Union  in  that 
dire<  tioii,  w  e  ou;;lit..  I  tliiiik,  for  numenms 
arid  jM»  >v  erful  reasons,  to  be  content  with  our 
present  Ixmndaries. 

"  (lentleinen,  we  all  see  that,  by  whomso- 
ever possessed,  icxa-s  is  likely  to  be  a  slave- 
holdin;?  country;  and  1  frankly  avow  my 
unwillingness  to  do  anything  that  shrill 
extend  the  slavery  of  the  African  race  on 
this  <<»ntiiients  or  add  other  slave-holding 
Stated  to  the  Union.  When  1  soy  that  I  re- 
gard i^lavery  in  itself  as  a  great  moral,  so- 
cial, and  political  evil,  I  »»nly  uso  langua^'c 
whtult  hai  been  adooted  by  distinguished 
men,  themselves  citizens  of  slaveholding 
Siates.  I  sbidl  do  notliing,  therefore,  to  Ta- 
vor  or  encourage  its  further  extension.  We 
hare  Slavery  alremly  anionfrst  ns.  The  Con- 
stitution finml  it  in  the  I  nion;  it  rccog- 
nixed  it,  and  ^'ave  it  .solemn  ^'nar.mties.  To 
the  full  extent  of  th(<se  ^.'u.iranties,  we  all  are 
boimd.  in  l,uii<»r,  injustice.  ;itid  hy  the  Con- 
Btittition.  -Ml  tho  stipnlutioiM  c«»ntained  in 
the  (■on>titiit!i.n  in  favor  of  t Ik;  slavoholding 
States  which  are  already  hi  the  UnioO)  ought 


to  bo  fulfdled,  in  tho  fullness  of  their  .spirit 
and  to  the  exactness  of  their  letter,  blavery, 
as  it  exists  in  tiie  States,  is  beyond  the  react 

of  Congress.  It  is  a  concern  of  tho  States 
tliemselves;  they  have  never  sabmitted  it 
to  Congress,  and  Omgress  lias  no  rightfnl 

power  over  it.  I  sh.ill  concur,  therefore,  in 
no  act,  no  measure,  no  menace,  no  indication 
of  puriH)so,  which  shall  interfere,  or  tlireaten 
to  interfere,  with  the  exchisivo  autliority  of 
the  soveral  States  (»ver  the  sulyecl  of  Slavery 
as  it  exists  within  tbmr  respective  limits.  AU 
this  a[)pears  to  nio  to  bealuatterof  plain, 
imperative  duty. 

Hut,  when  wo  come  to  speik  of  admitting 
new  States,  the  subject  as^nines  an  entirely 
ditferont  aspect.  Uur  rights  and  our  duties 
aro  then  both  different. 

^^The  free  States^  and  all  the  States,  are 
then  at  litwrty  to  oooept  or  to  r^ect  When 
it  is  propos^'d  to  hrint,'  new  members  into 
tliis  political  partnership,  tlio  old  members 
have  a  right  to  say  on  woat  terms  seeh  new 
partners  are  to  come  in,  and  what  they  are 
to  bring  along  witii  them.  In  my  opinion, 
the  people  of  the  United  States  will  not  eon- 
sent  to  bring  into  the  I  nion  ;i  new,  va.stly 
extensive,  and  slaveholding  country,  largo 
enough  for  half  a  dozen  or  a  dozen  States. 
In  my  opinion,  they  ought  not  to  consent  to 
it.  Indeed,  I  urn  altogether  at  a  loss  how  *o 
conceive  what  possible  benelit  any  part  of 
this  country  can  expect  to  derive  from  snch 
annexation.  Any  benelit  to  any  part  is  at 
least  doubtful  and  uncertain  ;  the  objections 
are  obvious,  pUdn,  and  strong.  ( )n  tho  gen-> 
cral  question  of  Slavery,  a  great  portion  of 
tho  community  is  already  .stn)n;.'Iy  excited. 
The  subject  has  not  only  attracted  attention 
as  a  question  of  politics,  but  it  has  stmok  a 
far  decper-tone<l  chord.  It  luus  arrested  tho 
religious  feeling  of  ttie  country  ;  it  has  taken 
strong  bold  on  the  couM-iences  of  mMU  He 
is  a  rash  man,  indee<i,  atid  little  conversant 
with  human  nature,  and  es]>eeially  has  he  a 
Very  erroneous  estimate  of  tho  charaoter  of 
tho  i)eople  of  this  country,  who  supposes 
that  a  feeling  of  this  kind  is  to  lie  trifled 
with  or  despised.  It  will  a-ssuredly  cause 
iti^clf  to  be  respected.  It  may  he  reasoned 
with ;  it  may  he  made  willing — I  believe  It 
is  entirely  willin;:  -to  fullill  all  existing  en- 
gagements and  oil  exi.stiug  duties — to  uphold 
and  defend  the  Constitution  as  It  is  estab- 
lishi  'l.  with  whatever  re;rrets  about  some 
nrovi.-^ions  which  it  does  actually  contain, 
hut  to  coerce  it  into  silence,  to  endeavor  to 
restrain  its  free  expression,  to  seek  to  coni- 
pre.Hs  and  contino  its  wurnt  as  it  is.  and  more 
lieated  u-i  biu'U  endeavors  a'odld  inevitaldy 
render  it, — should  this  l>e  .nttom[>tod  1  know 
nothing,  even  in  the  Constitution  <»r  in  the 
Fnion  itself,  which  would  not  l)e endangered 
by  the  explusioa  which  might  fuUow. 
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"  I  see,  therefore,  no  political  necessity  for 
the  annexutiuD  of  Texas  to  the  Union,  no 
adrautage3  to  be  derived  fmiu  it,  utul  oljec- 
tions  to  it  of  a  strong,  and,  in  my  jadgment, 
decisive  character. 

"  I  believe  it  to  be  for  the  interest  and  hap- 
piness of  the  whole  Union  to  remain  as  it  isi 
without  diminntioii,  and  wtthoot  additiom** 

William  Heniy  Harrison  was,  in 

1840,  elected  mnth  Prerident  of  the 

United  States,  after  a  meet  animated 

and  vigorous  can vags,  receiving  284 
electoral  votos  to  (50  ca.'^t  for  his  pre- 
dccenisor  and  rival,  Martin  Van 
l^uren.  Gen.  Harrison  was  tlu3  son 
of  licnjauun  Harrison,  a  signer  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
and  was,  like  his  fitther,  a  native  of 
Yiiginia;  bnt  he  migrated,  wlule 
BtiU  young,  to  a  ])oint  just  below  the 
site  of  Cincinnati,  and  thereafter  le- 
Filled  in  some  Free  Territory  or 
State,  mainly  in  Oliio.  AVliile  Gov- 
ernor of  liuliana  Territorv,  he  had 
favored  the  tenii)orary  allowance  of 
Slavery  therein ;  and  in  1819,  being 
then  an  applicant  for  office  at  the 
hands  of  I^esident  Monroe,  he  had 
opposed  the  Ifissouri  Bestriction. 
Gen.  Harrison  was,  therefore,  on 
tlie  whole,  quite  as  aeeeptable,  per- 
sonally, to  the  Slave  Power  as  Mr. 
Van  Buren  ;  and  lie  received  the 
votes  of  Delaware,  Marvland,  North 
Carolina,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Mis- 
BiSBippi,  and  Louisiana.  He  fiuled, 
however,  to  win  the  fiivor  of  Hr. 
Calhoun,  and  so  had  no  considerable 
Rn])port  in  Sonth  Carolina;  which 
State  gave  its  vote,  without  opposi- 
ti<m.  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  though  it 
had  opposed  his  election  as  Vice- 
President  in  '32,  and  as  President  in 
'oG.  Virginia,  Alabama,  and  Mis- 
souri also  supported  Mr.  Van  Buren. 
Gen.  Harfison  was  inaugurated  on 
the  4th  of  March,  1841,  and  died 
barely  one  month  thereafter. 


John  Tyler — son  of  a  revolutionary 
patriot  of  like  name,  who  rose  to  the 
Governorship  of  his  State — was  elect- 
ed Vice-President  with  (leneral  Har- 
rison, lie  w  as  originally  a  Kepubii- 
can  of  the  Yirginia  school,  and  aa 
snch  had  sup])orted  Madison,  Mon- 
roe, and,  in  1824,  William  H.  Craw- 
ford. Elected  to  the  Legislature  of 
his  State  in  1811,  when  but  twenty- 
one  years  of  njre,  he  had-sen  ed  re- 
peatedly in  that  body,  and  in  Con- 
gres-i,  before  lie  was,  in  1825,  eli'cted 
to  the  Governorship  of  Virginia  by 
her  Legislature.  In  March,  1827, 
he  was  chosen  to  the  United  Btatea 
Senate  by  the  combined  votes  of  Ihb 
'^National  Bepublican,^'  or  Adams 
and  Clay  members,  with  those  of  A 
portion  of  the  Jacksonians,  who  were 
dissatisfied  with  the  erratic  cimduct 
and  bitter  ])crsoiialitics  of  J(»hn  lian- 
dolpli  of  lioanoke,  Mr.  Tyler's  com- 
petitor and  predecessor.  Mr.  Tyler 
had  (in  1825)  written  to  Mr.  Clay, 
commending  his  preference  of  Mr 
Adams  to  Gen.  Jackson,  but  had 
afterward  ijone  with  the  current  in 
Virginia  for  Jackson — basing  this 
preference  on  his  adhesion  to  the 
'State  lUirlits,'  or  Strict  Construction 
theorv  of  our  Go\  criinient,  which  was 
deemed  by  him  at  vai  iance  with  some 
of  the  recommendations  in  Mr. 
Adams's  first  Message.  In  the  Se- 
nate, Mr.  Tyler  was  anti-TarifT,  anti- 
Improvement,  anti-Bank,  and  anti- 
Coercion;  having  voted  alone  (in 
February,  in  opposition  to  the 

passage  t>f  Gen.  Jackson's  "Force 
Bill,"  against  South  ('art»lina's  Nidli- 
licatiou.  lie  sujiportcd  Mr  Clay's 
Compromise  Tariff.  Being  reelected 
for  a  second  ftill  term,  commencing 
December,  1883,  he  opposed  the  re- 
moval of  the  public  deposits  from 
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the  United  Stetes  Bank  hj  Gen. 
Jackson,  and  mppoited  Ifr.  Claj's 

resolution  censuring  that  removaL 
He  was  fully  sustained  in  so  doing, 
at  the  time,  hy  the  puWip  opinion 
and  the  Lcu:ishiture  of  V  irginia  ;  but, 
two  or  three  voars  thereafter,  the 
thorough-going  supporters  of  Gen. 
Jackson,  having  elected  a  decided 
nugorit^  to  the  Legislatnre,  proceed* 
ed  to  ''Instraef  him  to  vote  for  ex- 
punging from  the  jonmal  of  the 
Senate  that  resolution ;  whereupon, 
refusing  to  comply,  he  resigned  his 
seat,  and  returned  to  private  life.  In 
the  desultory  and  tumultuous  Presi- 
dential canvass  that  soon  followed, 
he  was  supported  by  the  Whigs,  or 
aati-JaGkaon  men,  of  Ae  Slsfe  States 
£>r  Y]ce*Frendent,  and  leodTed  the 
electoral  votes  of  Maryland,  Geoigia, 
South  Carolina,  and  Tennessee.  In 
1838,  he  was  elected  as  a  Whig  to 
the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  and  as 
such  made  a  delegate  to  the  Whig 
National  Convention,  which  met  at 
Ilarrisburg,  Pa.,  in  December,  1839. 
He  ihrnSf  along  with  his  Virginia 
colleagaes,  zealooaly  supported  Mr. 
Clay  for  President,  and  was  affected 
to  tears  when  the  choice  of  a  major- 
ity of  the  Convention  finally  desig- 
nate<l  Gen.  Harrison  as  the  "Whif; 
candidate.  The  next  day,  Jio  wjxs, 
with  little  opposition,  nominated  for 
Vice-President — the  friends  of  Gen. 
Harrison  urging  this  nomination  as  a 
peacoHifferiog  to  the  fliends  of  Hr. 
day.  Ereory  doctor  who  voted  for 
Gen.  Harrison  voted  for  him  also. 

If  Mr.  Tyler's  past  political  course 
might,  hy  a  severe  critic,  have  been 
judged  unstaljle,  and  indicative  rath- 
er of  pervading  jieraonal  aspirations 
than  of  profound  pulitical  convic- 
tioiis,  there  was  one  grave  topic — 


that  of  Slavery— on  which  not  even 
the  harshest  judgment  oonld  pro- 
nounce him  a  waverer,  or  iniirm  of 
imrpose.    Bom,  reared,  and  livix^, 

in  one  of  the  most  aristocratic  coun- 
ties of  tidewater  Virginia — that  of 
Charles  City,  removing  subsequently 
to  that  of  Wdliamsburg — by  no  act, 
no  vote,  no  speech,  had  he  forfeited 
the  eonfidence  or  incuired  tiie  dia- 
tmst  of  the  Slave  Power;  and  his 
fidelity  to  its  behests  and  presumed 
interests,  was  about  to  be  oonflpien* 
ously  manifested. 

He  soon  contrived  to  quarrel  ini- 
medicablv  witli  Mr.  Clav,  and  with 
the  great  majtjrity  of  those  whose 
votes  had  elected  him,  by  vetoing, 
first,  a  Ifalianal  Bank  bill,  passed  by 
both  Houses^  while  all  the  leading 
provisions  were  suggested  by  his 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  and  then, 
Congress  having  passed  another 
Bank  bill,  based  entirely  on  his  own 
suggestions,  and  conforming  in  all 
points  to  his  requirements,  he  vetoed 
that  also.  Hereupon,  all  the  mem- 
bers of  his  Cabinet — which  was  that 
originally  selected  by  Oen.  Harrisoa 
— ^peremptorily  resigned  theur  places^ 
Mr.  Webster  alone  excepted,  who  re- 
tained the  position  of  Secretary  of 
State  until  ^fay,  1843,  when  he  also 
resigned,  and  was  succeeded  by  Abel 
P.  Upshur,  of  Virginia,  a  gentleman 
of  considerable  ability  and  spotless 
private  diaracter,  but  a  daeirinaire 
of  the  extreme  State  Bi^ts^  Fh>- 
Slavery  school,  under  whom  the  pro- 
ject of  annexing  Texas  to  this  coun- 
try was  more  openly  and  actively 
pushed  than  It  had  hitherto  been. 
Mr.  Upshur  was  killed  by  the  burst- 
ing of  a  gun,  on  the  28th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1844,  and  was  succeeded  by 
John  C.  Calhoun,  who  prosecuted 
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Hie  scliome  stfll  mon  openly  and 
figorously,  and  under  whose  anftpiccs 

a  Treat  V  of  Annexation  was  conclud- 
ed  April  12,  18-lri,  but  wlucli  was 
resolutely  oj)|K)Sod  in  the  St  iiuto,  and 
rejected,  rectiiviiig  but  Ulteeu  vutes. 

It  is  not  probable  tliat  tbe  master- 
spirits of  the  Annexation  intrigue 
were  cither  disai)iK>inted  or  displeas- 
ed bj  this  signal  defeat  <^  their  first 
public  moTement.  It  is  very  certain 
t li a r  they  were  not  disconcerted.  For 
the  Prc.-idfntial  T^hction  (;riS44wa.-; 
now  in  iininediutc  pro-pect ;  and  thry 
had  two  darling  objects  to  achieve 
by  the  Annexation  project :  liret,  tlie 
defeat  of  Mr.  Van  Baren  in  the  De- 
mocratic Kational  ConTention ;  next, 
the  defeat  of  Mr.  Clay  before*  the 
people. 

Tho  defeat  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's 

« 

nomination  was  first  in  order,  and  a 
matter  of  very  consideraltle  ditiicultv. 
He  had  been  the  candidate  of  the  j»arty 
at  the  preceding  election,  and  beaten, 
as  his  supporters  contended,  without 
a  why  or  wherefore,"  by  a  i)opular 
frenzy  incited  by  diagosting,  though 
artful,  appeals  to  ignorance,  sensual- 
ity, and  erery  \nil<rar  prejudice  and 
ini-conce]>tion.  The  disoriran  I/at  ion 
of  tlie  Whi<r-<,  following  Gen,  Harri- 
son's death  and  Tyler'.s  defect  inn, 
had  brought  their  antagonists  into 
power  in  at  least  two-thirds  of  the 
States,  and  ibey  were  quite  as  confi- 
dent as  the  Whigs  of  their  ability  to 
triuni]ili  in  the  approaching  Presi- 
dential election, 

"  The  sober  second  thought"  of  tlic 
peojde  had  been  sj)ecially  npy>ealed 
to  by  Mr.  \'an  Bnren  for  the  vindiea-  [ 
tion  of  his  conduct  of  juildit*  ati'aii's,  | 
and  that  appeal  had  been  favorably  / 
responded  to  hy  his  party.    There  | 
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was  no  room  for  roaBcmable  doaht 
that  a  great  majority  of  his  fellow- 
Democrats  earnestly  desired  and  ex- 
pected his  nomination  and  election. 

To  })revcnt  the  former  was  the  more 
innnediate  object  of  the  preternatural 
activity  suddenly  given  to  the  Texa.** 
intrigue,  which,  never  abandoned, 
had  for  seTeral  years  apparently  re- 
mained in  a  state  of  suspended  ani- 
mation. Mr.  Thomas  W.  Gilmer, 
Ya.,  formerly  a  State  Bights  Whig 
member  of  Congress,  now  an  ardent 
disciple  of  Calhoun  and  a  partisan  of 
John  Tyler,  by  whom  he  was  made 
Secretarv  of  tho  Xavv  a  lew  davs 
before  he  wud  killed  (February  28, 
18i4,  on  board  the  U.  S.  war  steair.w 
Princeton,  by  the  bursting  of  the  big 
gun  already  noticed),  was  the  man 
selected  to  bring  the  subject  fireshly 
before  the  public.  In  a  letter  dated 
Washington,  January  10,  1843,  a?id 
])ubli^lied  soon  after  in  Tlte  ^ladiaO' 
ntan^^T.  Tylers  organ,  he  bays: 

"  Dka!:  Sin : — Yon  nsk  if  T  liavo  crpro'i'^ed 
tlie  <»i>iiii()n  tliat  Texnn  \vo«l<l  be  annexed  to 
tlie  1  iiitetl  States.  1  :iiis\v  er.  ye« :  ami  this 
opinioti  has  not  I'ceii  !nlo[>ti  <l  witliout  rellcc- 
tion,  nor  without  u  careful  oh>erviiti(in  of 
cnnsos,  which  I  believe  nre  rapidly  lirinping 
about  this  rc»alt.  1  do  not  know  how  tar 
these  rnnse.4  have  made  tlie  same  ini]>ressiun 
on  others;  hut]  iini  persnaded  that  the  time 
id  not  Uiiitant  when  tliexvill  be  felt  in  all 
their  force.  The  eTrifement.  which  you  ap- 
jii-i  lu  nd.  Viay  nn>e;  hut  it  w  ill  ho  tavjtt'rary^ 
and,  in  tiie  end,  ralutary.  *  *  *  J  am,  as 
yon  know,  a  utriet  constnictionift  of  the 
powers  of  our  Federal  Cfovernment  :  audi 
do  not  admit  tlie  force  of  mere  iireenieiii  to 
establish  nothority  under  w  ritten  constitu- 
tions. The  power  conferred  hy  the  ("onsti- 
tutloii  over  our  foreign  rciutioiiii,  and  tho 
repeated  acquisitions  of  territory  under  it, 
8cem  to  me  to  leave  this  question  open  ss 
ono  of  expediency.  ' 

"  Hut  you  nnticipafe  objections  with  re- 
gard to  tho  fwbjecl  of  blavery.  Tliis  is^ 
iiidee<1,  a  subject  of  extreme  dHirary,  but  il 
iKOhi  oiivliic't  l/if  iihuixitdoti  of  'Jexa»wiSi 
hare  th^  mott  salutary  injluenee.  Some 
Lave  tbougbt  that  the .  propositioa  would 
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endani^  our  Fnton.  I  am  of  a  dififcrent 
opiiiiun.  1  believe  it  will  bring  about  a  bet- 
ter understanding  of  our  relutive  riglita  nnd 
ohli^ratioiw.  *  *  *  Ut^Ting  aoqoirud  LouU 
siana  and  Florida,  w«  liave  an  fnterwt  and 
a  frontier  on  tlio  (lulf  of  Mexico,  and  nlorif? 
our  interior  to  the  racific,  which  will  not 
permit  ns  to  elomonr  e  ves  or  fold  onr  arms 
with  iiulifferenoe  to  the  events  wliirh  a  few 
jears  may  disclose  in  that  quarter.  We 
nave  alru.d7  had  one  qoestkm  <^  bonndory 
witli  Texa?*;  other  questions  must  PO()n  arise, 
tj:ider  our  revenue  laws,  and  on  otlier  points 
of  necessary  intercourse,  whieh  it  wiP  ha  dif- 
ficult to  adjust.  T/ie  i/.ittitutionii  of  Ttinn, 
and  her  re  atioin  with  other  g'nernmeuta.  are 
ye*  i:i  th(UttmMiknvthleh  indinet  f*er  peo- 
ple ( who  an  our  eountfymen)  to  vnite  uuir 
destiny  ttith  ours.  This  must  be  dime  aoon^ 
0r  n"t  at  n'K  Tlioro  nro  nunierons  tribes  of 
Indians  aionz  both  frootiei-a,  which  oain  easi- 
Ij  berome  the  eanw  or  the  instminent  of 
border  wars.  Onr  own  pcjuilation  is  press- 
ing onward  to  the  Pacitic.  No  power  can 
restrain  it.  llie  pioneer  fhwn  oar  Atlantie 
8eri'»o:ir<l  will  soon  kindle  his  fires.  ati«l  ercr't 
hL«  cabin,  beyond  the  Kocky  Mountains, 
and  on  the  GiUf  of  Oatlfbrnia.  If  Maliomcd 
cofiiv-s  nut  to  the  nionntain,  t!io  mountain 
will  po  to  Mahomed.  Every  year  a<Ms  new 
ditfi<Milties  to  onr  progresf).  as  natural  and  ns 
inevitable  as  the  onrront  of  the  Mississippi. 
Tiicso  ditlicultic:)  will  suun,  like  mountains 
interposed — 

*llake  flnemies  of  natiaoii, 

Which  now,  like  kindred  dnpS^ 
JflJ^  mingle  into  one'  " 

Ft»llowincj  immediately  on  tlio  pul>- 
liesitioii  of  this  letter,  the  Lejri.-liitures 
of  Alai);una,  of  Mis-sissippi,  uiul  j)r()l>- 
ably  of  otlier  Southwestern  States, 
were  induced  to  take  ground  in  favor 
of  Annexation ;  with  what  "views^  and 
for  what  pnipoee,  the  followiiig  ex- 
tract from  the  report  adopted  by  that 
of  Miasiaaippi  iHll  enffieiently  mdi- 
eate: 

"  Hut  we  hasten  to  snirpcst  the  importance 
of  the  Annexation  of 'iexuii  to  this  liepublio 
noon  gronndu  somewhat  local  in  tbel/eom- 

]»lexioii.  but  of  Jin  import  infinitely  pravo  and 
iiit^.-restlug  to  the  people  mIio  inhabit  the 
fvjuthem  portion  of  this  ronfederacy,  where 
it  is  known  that  a  Bpceies  of  Doniostic  Sl  .v- 
cry  i*  tolerated  nnd  protected  by  law,  wIkiso 
esisteaee  is  prohibited  by  the  iepral  repda- 
tions  of  other  States  of  this  confedi-rafv ; 
which  sjrstem  of  Slavery  is  held  by  all,  wiio 


are  familiarly  acqnninteil  witli  its  practical 
efiocts,  to  lie  of  highly  beneficial  intlaence 
lo  the  country  within  wbo^e  limits  it  it 
permitted  to  exist. 

**Tho  Of>mmittoe  feel  avthorixed  to  aaj 
that  this  system  is  clii-i islnil  liy  onr  coneli- 
tuents  as  Vie  tery  pai  Ionium  of  tJteir  ^rot^ 
fterity  Md  happing;  and,  whatever  igno- 
rant fanatics  may  elsewliero  oonjectnro,  the 
C  onmiittee  are  f  ully  osiiurvd,  n|>on  the  most 
diligent  observation  and  reflection  on  tlie 
puliject,  that  the  SouthdotS  tiot  pos  esx  irifhin 
her  limits  a  blessing  with  u-hich  the  ttjl'te- 
tions  ^  her  peojtle  are  so  ehse^p  entwined 
and  »o  rompletelij  eitjV>ered,  nnd  wiiosovahie 
is  moro  highly  nppreeiuled,  tiiati  that  wliich 
wo  arc  now  (  (/iiNiuering,   ♦   ♦  * 

"  it  may  not  bo  improper  hero  to  remark 
that,  (luring  the  l.-ist  setuion  of  Congress, 
when  n  Senator  from  Mississippi  proposed 
the  acknowledgment  of  'i'exon  independence^ 
it  was  Ibnnd,  with  a  few  exceptions,  the 
members  of  th-it  body  were  roa<ly  to  take 
ground  upon  it  as  upon  the  eabject  of 
blavery  itself. 

'*  With  all  these  facts  before  ns,  we  do 
not  he^it4Ue  in  bclicvin-:;  that  thcso  feelings 
inttnenced  the  New  EiijL'land  i^enators;  bat 
one  voting  in  favor  of  the  meusuru;  and.  in- 
deed. Air.  Webster  has  been  lH>ld  enough,  in 
rt  public  speech  recently  delivered  in  New 
York  to  many  thousands  of  citizens  to  de- 
clare that  tho  reasons  which  intlucnced  his 
opposition  was  his  abhorrence  of  Slavery  in 
the  South,  and  that  it  Uliglit,  in  the  event  of 
its  recognition,  become  a  slaTeholding  State. 
He  also  spoko  of  tho  efiort  making  in  favor 
of  Abolition;  and  that,  bping  predicated 
upon  nnd  aided  by  the  poweifoT influence  of 
religious  feeling,  it  would  beoome  Irreiist* 
ibic  and  overwhelming. 
I  "  This  language,  coming  from  so  distin- 
pnished  an  individual  as  Mr.  Webster,  so 
tamiliar  with  the  feelings  of  tho  North,  and 
entertaining  so  hifrii  a  rospf  t  lor  ]tub]io 
sentiment  in  New  Kticland,  sjteaks  .so  plain- 
ly tho  voice  of  the  North  as  not  to  bo  mis- 
undcrsto««d. 

"  We  sincerely  hope  there  is  enough  good 
sense  and  genuine  love  of  country  among 
our  fellow-countrymen  of  the  Northern 
Stiites  to  si-cure  us  tiual  justice  on  this  sub» 
ject ;  yet  we  catmnt  considw  it  safe  or  ex- 
pedient f«)r  tho  people  of  tho  South  to  en- 
tirely disregard  tho  eOorts  of  tlio  fanatics, 
and  tlie  efforts  of  soch  men  as  Webster,  aaa 
others  who  countenance  such  dangerous 
doctrines. 

"  The  Northern  States  have  no  interests 

of  tlieir  own  which  reepiiro  any  iij>eci<t/  safe- 
guards for  their  defense,  save  only  their  do- 
mestic manufactures;  ond  God  knows  they 
have  already  received  jirotection  from  CJov- 
crumeut  oa  a  meet  liberal  scalu;  under 
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which  encouragement  thej  have  improved 
'  and  fl<niriflh«d  beyoBd  example.  T%08»itA 

/ids  reri/  pefMlinr  intf rents  to  pretfrtf,  intcr- 
etiU  already  violeutly  asoailed  and  boldly 
threatened. 

"  Your  Committee  are  fully  persnaded 
that  thi*  protection  to,her  best  interests  trill 
be  afforded  by  the  AmUMtion  of  7 eras  ;  an 
f'lHipoixr  of  infffifnre  in  thi  Jinlls  »f  Con- 
gress tDiU  be  secured,  ithich  vtU  j'urnish  us  a 

Mr.  llenry  A.  Wise,  of  Virginia, 
of  the  same  political  sdiool  with  Gil- 
mer, in  a  speech  iu  the  Houi>e,  Jan- 
uary 26,  1842,  said : 

"  Tme,  if  Iowa  be  added  on  the  one  side, 
Florida  will  bo  added  on  the  other.  Hut 
there  the  equation  mmt  Htop.  I^t  one 
more  Northern  iState  be  admitted,  and  the 
eqnilitiriam  is  gone — gone  fbrerer.  The 
haUinc$  ^  ind  resls  is  gone — the  sufrgnard 
of  American  property — of  the  American 
Omistittitlon— of  the  American  Union,  van- 
islii  d  into  thin  uir.  This  must  be  the  inevit- 
able rebult,  uuleAs,  by  a  treaty  with  Mexico, 
the  Sonth  can  add  more  weight  to  her  end  ef 
the  Irrrr.  Let  the  South  stop  at  ftie  Snliino, 
while  the  North  may  spread  untihecked  be- 
yond the  liocky  Mountiiins,  and  the Southem 
Male  mnst  kksk  the  beam." 

The  letter  of  Mr.  drilmer,  when 
printed,  wbm,  by  Mr.  Anion  T. 

Brown,  a  Democratic  member  of 

Coiiiz:re?s  from  Teiinefsee.  inclosed  in 
a  letter  to  Gen.  Jackson,  asking  the 
Generars  opinion  there<»n.  That  ro- 
quost  i)romptlj' elicited  the  following 
response : 

•'Hkrvitaoe,  Fihrnarij  13,  1843. 

"My  DaAB  fcsm:— Yours  of  the  28d  ulti- 
mo haa  been  reoeiTed,  and  with  it  The  Madi- 
siminn,  containing  Gov.  Gilmer's  letter  on 
the  subject  of  the  annexation  of  Texus  to 
the  United  States. 

"  You  are  not  mistaken  in  supposing  tliaf 
]  have  formed  an  opinion  on  this  interesting 
Snttject.  It  oerupied  rnuch  of  tny  time  dur- 
ing my  Preeideney,  and,  1  am  sure,  has  lost 
none  of  it«  importance  by  what  has  since 
transpired. 

"  tikwn  after  my  election  in  1829,  it  waa 
made  known  to  me  by  Mr.  Erwln,  formeriy 
our  minister  to  the  Court  of  Madrid,  that, 
whilst  at  that  Ck>art,  he  had  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  a  treaty  with  Spain  for  the  oaMton 


of  the  Floridaa  and  the  settlement  of  the 
boundary  of  Louisiana,  fixing  the  westeni 

limit  of  the  latter  at  the  Rio  (trande,  agree- 
ably to  the  understitnding  of  France ;  tliat 
he  lied  written  home  to  oar  GoveramentKnr 
powers  to  oompleto  and  si^n  this  negotia- 
,  tion  ;  but  tliut.  instead  of  receiving  sucli  au- 
:  thority,  the  negotiation  wa«  taken  out  of  his 
hands  and  transferred  to  \Vashmgton,  and  a 
new  treaty  was  there  codcludod  by  which 
the  Sabine,  and  not  ttie  Rio  (irandc,  was 
reoogniaed  and  established  as  the  boundary 
of  lioutsiana. 

"  Findinfr  that  those  statements  wore  true, 
and  that  our  Government  did  really  give  up 
that  important  territory,  when  it  was  at  ita 
option  to  retain  it.  I  wa*?  filled  with  aston- 
ishment. The  right  of  the  territory  was 
obtained  from  France;  Spain  stood  ready  to 
a<'knowle(1j-e  it  to  the  Rio  (irantle;  and  yet 
the  authority  asked  by  our  Minister  to  insert 
the  true  boundary  was  not  only  withheld, 
but,  in  lieu  of  it,  a  limit  wa.s  adopted  wlilch 
strijiped  us  of  the  whole  of  the  vast  country 
lying  between  the  two  rivers. 

"  On  such  a  sul^ject,  I  thought,  with  the 
ancient  Romans,  that  it  was  right  never  to 
I  ee<le  any  lan<l  or  boundary  of  the  rei>ublic, 
i  but  always  to  add  to  it  by  honorable  treaty, 
thus  extending  the  area  of  f^%edom ;  and  It 
I  w.is  in  aoronlanco  with  tliis  feeling  that  I 
gave  our  Minister  to  Mexico  inatmctiuns  to 
enter  upon  a  negotiation  for  the  retrocession 
of  Texas  to  the  I'liited  States. 

"This  ne;rotiation  failed;  and  1  shall  ever 
regret  it  as  a  inistortune  both  to  Mexico  and 
the  United  States.  Mr.  Gilmer's  letter  jire- 
seutM  many  of  the  considerations  which,  iu 
my  judgment,  rendered  the  step  neoesaarjr  to 
the  peace  nnd  harmony  of  the  two  countnea ; 
but  the  point  in  it,  at  that  time,  which  most 
strongly  impelled  tne  to  the  course  I  pursued, 
waa  the  ii^ustioe  done  to  us  by  the  surrender 
of  the  territory,  when  it  waa  obviona  that  it 
couM  have  hei-n  retained,  without  increasing 
the  consideration  afterward  given  for  the 
Florldas.  I  oonld  not  but  feel  that  the  sur- 
render of  so  vast  and  important  a  territory- 
was  attributable  to  an  erroneous  estimate 
of  Uie  tendency  of  our  institutions,  in  which 
!  there  was  mingled  somewhat  of  Jealousy 
1  as  to  the  rising  greatness  of  the  ^outli  and 
I  West. 

"  Hut  I  forbear  to  dwell  on  lliis  j»art  of  tlie 
history  of  this  question.    It  is  pai»t,  and  can- 

,  not  nhw  be  undone.  We  can  now  only  look 
at  it  as  one  of  annexation,  if  Texas  presents 
it  to  us ;  and,  if  she  does,  I  do  not  hesitate 
to  say  that  the  well'are  antl  hnpi)iness  of  OUT 
Union  require  that  it  should  be  accepted. 

"If,  in  a  military  point  of  riew  alone,  the 
question  he  examined,  it  will  be  found  to  be 

I  most  impcHtant  to  the  United  states  to  be  in 

!  poMOsrion  of  the  territory. 
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"Ofoat  Britain  has  alreadj  made  treaties 
wtth  Tezaa;  and  we  know  that  fiuvaeeing 

nation  never  omits  a  cirrunistftnce,  in  her 
cxtenaive  iutercourso  with  the  world,  which 
OHk  ba  tomad  to  account  in  increasing  her 
military  reftonrcea.  May  she  not  enter  into 
uu  uliiauco  with  Texas?  and,  re,servin{?,  as 
she  doubtless  will,  the  North- Western  Uoun- 
daiy  question  aa  the  oanse  of  war  with  us 
whenever  the  ehoona  to  declare  it,  let  na 
Rupi«»-*e  that,  as  an  ally  with  Texas,  we  are 
to  &ght  her  I  Preparatory  to  aach  a  move- 
ment, she  sends  her  90,000  or 80,000  men  to 
Texa^;  orirrmizcHi  thcru  on  tlic  Sabine,  wliere 
supplies  and  arms  can  be  concentrated  bo- 
tore  we  have  even  notice  of  her  intentions ; 
makes  a  I'tdcniont  on  the  Mis-^i'^-*if>iii ;  excite* 
the  negroes  to  insurrection  ;  the  lower  coun- 
try ftUa,  and  with  It  New  Orleans;  and  a 
f;er\nle  war  rages  throogh  the  whole  Boath 
and  West. 

**In  tin-  mean  time,  she  is  also  moving  an 
army  along  the  wostum  frontier  from  Catui- 
da,  which,  in  cooi)eration  with  the  army 
from  Texas,  si)n-;i(l!4  ruin  and  havoo  from 
the  Lakes  to  the  Uulf  of  Mexico. 

**Who  ean  estimate  the  national  loss  we 
may  ^n<tain,  before  such  a  movement  could 
be  repelled  with  such  forces  as  we  could 
orgamaa  on  short  notice? 

*•  Il.-meniher  thut  Texa.s  borders  upon  us, 
on  our  west  lo  42^  of  north  latitude,  aud  is 
•■r  aoothem  boundary  to  the  Paeifie.  Re- 
mambor  also,  that,  if  annexe*!  to  the  United 
Slafeea,  our  Western  I)oun<lary  would  be  the 
Bio  Grande,  which  is  of  itself  a  fortification, 
onaocouDt  of  its  extensive,  barren,  and  unin- 
liaibitable  plains.  Wititi  such  a  barrier  on 
<mr  west,  we  are  invincible.  The  whole 
European  world  could  not,  in  combinatimi 
against  na.  make  an  impression  on  onr  Union. 
Our  jinpulation  on  the  Pacific  would  rnpi(Uy 
increase,  and  soon  be  strong  enough  for  the 
protection  of  oar  eastern  whalers,  and,  in 
the  worst  event,  could  always  be  sustained 
by  timely  aids  from  the  intermediate  coun- 
try. 

'*  From  the  Rio  Grande,  overland,  a  large 
army  could  not  march,  or  he  supplied,  unless 
from  the  Gulf  by  water,  which,  by  vigilance, 
could  always  be  Intercepted ;  and  to  march 
an  army  near  the  Gulf,  they  could  be  harass- 
e<l  by  militia,  and  detained  until  an  organ- 
ixed  force  eoold  be  raised  to  meet  tbonu 

**BQt  I  am  In  daafer  of  mnning  Into  nn- 
necc-JSiiry  details,  which  my  debility  will  not 
enable  me  to  dose.  The  question  is  full  of 
imawet  alao  aa  it  afSBcts  oar  domestio  rdar 
tions,  and  as  it  may  be:ir  upon  tliose  of  Mex- 
ico to  us.  I  will  not  undertake  to  follow  it 
oat  to  its  ooossqaences  in  those  respects; 
thoufrli  I  must  say  th.it,  in  all  aspects,  the 
annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States 
ptMuisea  to  eolarga  the  oirole  of  free  insti- 


tntions,  and  is  essential  to  the  United  States, 
particularly  as  lessening  the  probabilitiea  <n 
future  collision  with  foreign  powers,  and 
giving  them  greater  efficiency  in  spreading 
the  blessings  m  peace. 

"  I  return  you  my  thanks  for  your  kind 
letter  on  this  subject,  and  subscribe  myself, 
with  great  stnoerilyt  yonr  friend  and  obedi- 
ent servant,  Airrasw  Jaoxsov. 

"Hon.  A-  V.  Bnoww.** 

This  letter  was  secretly  circulated, 
but  carefully  withlield  from  the  ])ress 
fur  a  full  jear,  and  Hiially  appeared 
in  7%e  Richmond  Enquirer y  with  its 
date  altered  flnmi  1848  to  1844,  as  if 
it  liad  been  written  in  immediate 
support  of  tiie  Tyler-Calhonn  nego- 
tiation. 

Col.  Benton,  in  his  "  Thirty  Years' 
Yiew,"  directly  charges  that  the  let- 
ter was  drawn  from  Gen.' Jackson 
expressly  to  be  used  to  defeat  Mr. 
Yau  Bureu'B  nomination,  and  secure, 
if  possible,  that  of  Kr.  Oalhotm  in^ 
stead;  and  it  donbtless  exerted  a 
strong  inflnenee  adverBe  to  the  fbfr- 
mer,  althongh  Gen.  Jackson  vas 
among  his  most  nnflinching  support- 
ers to  the  last 

3fr.  John  Qnincj  Adams  had  nnit- 
ed  with  Mr.  William  Slade,  JoahnaR. 
QiddingB,  and  ten  other  anti-Slavery 
Whig  members  of  the  XXVUtli 

Congress  (March  8, 1848),  in  a  stir- 
ring  address  to  the  people  of  the  Free 
States,  warning  them  against  the  An- 
nexation intrigue,  as  by  no  means 
abandoned,  but  still  energetically, 
though  secretly,  prosecuted.  In  that 
addx«B8,  they  recited  such  of  the  fore- 
going facts  as  were  then  known  to 
them,  saying: 

"We,  the  nndenigned,  in  closing  onr  do* 
ties  to  our  constituents  and  our  country  as 
members  of  the  Twenty-tieventh  Congresa^ 
ftel  bound  to  call  yoar  attentioB,  vary  hridiy, 
to  the  project,  long  entertained  by  apnrfidn  of 
the  people  of  these  United  States,  still  perti- 
naeioniyadhawdto^aBdiafBdadiooiitobs 
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ooninimmatoil :  7^  AnnMatl«n  of  Tjem  to 

th  n  Uiiiiitt.  In  the  pross  of  Imsinet-is  inci- 
doiil  to  the  last  d^ys  of  a  session  of  Oon- 
greM,  we  have  not  tinra,  did  we  deem  it 
necessarv,  to  enter  upon  n  tlotailed  stute- 
Uieiit  of  the  reuiiotH  whidi  force  iipua  our 
mindt  the  convirtion  that  th'u  project  is  by 
no  means  iil);in<lnne<l ;  tliat  n  l.riro  portion 
of  tlio  country,  interested  in  tlie  cntinuuneti 
of  Duniestic  Slavery  and  tho  Slave-Trade  in 
thcxe  I'nited  St:it*  -i,  li:ivo  solemnly  nnd  unal- 
teruhly  dotorniincd  tliut  it  shall  bo  »pocd- 
iiy  carried  into  cxe<*ntion  ;  and  that,  l>y  tins 
Aibniasion  of  now  SInve  territory  and  Slave 
States,  the  undue  oacendency  of  tlie  Slayo- 
holdinft  I'ower  in  tlie  (iovcrmnetit  sliall  bo 
■eeared  and  riveted  beyond  all  redemption. 

*'That  it  wag  with  titese  Tletr^  and  inten- 
tions tliat  settlements  were  eflVcted  in  tlio 
province,  by  citizens  uf  tho  I  nitvd  States, 
difficulties  fomented  with  the  Mexican  (iuv- 
erti!iic!it.  a  revolt  broufjlit  nhont,  and  an 
independent  govemmcnl  dccl.jred,  cannot 
DOW  admit  of  a  doubt;  and  that,  hitherto, 
all  attempts  of  Mexico  to  n  ilnco  her  re- 
volt <l  proviiice  to  obedience  havo  proved 
unsiK-cessiu],  is  to  be  attributed  to  tho  un- 
lawful aid  and  ass'stanco  of  designin<;  and 
interested  individuals  in  the  United  SLiten; 
and  the  direct  and  indirect  cooperation  ot 
our  own  Ciovoniuient,  wUk  timilar  vtctct^  is 
not  the  loss  certain  and  demonstrable. 

"  Tlu'  ojiiii  and  repeated  enlistment  of 
troops  iu  soverol  States  of  this  Union,  in  aid 
of  the  Texan  Revolntion;  the  intrusion  of  an 
Amt-rican  army,  by  order  of  tho  rrcsident, 
far  into  the  territory  of  the  Mexican  Ciovern- 
nent,  at  a  moment  critioal  fiir  the  fate  of 
the  insiirpentH,  under  |)reteiise  of  prevcntinir 
31exican  soldiers  I'roiii  foiiKiitiii^i  liniiau 
distnrbanoeH,  but  in  reality  in  aid  of,  and 
fteting  in  sinf^ular  concert  and  coincidence 
with,  the  army  of  the  Revolutionists;  the 
entire  neglect  of  our  (;ovcriiment  to  adopt 
nay  efficient  tueaaares  to  prevent  the  luost 
nnwarrantabfe  aggressions^  of  bodies  of  our 
own  citi;H  iH.  i  iili>ti  (l.  or;ranii:e4l,  and  dllici  r- 
ed  within  our  own  borders^  and  niarciied  in 
inns  and  battle  array  ntx>n  the  temtory  and 
•gainst  tlie  inliabitants  of  a  fnendly  povern- 
ment,  in  aid  of  freebooters  and  insurgents; 
nod  the  premature  recognition  of  the  Inde- 

fiendence  of  I  exas.  by  a  snap  vote,  nt  the 
leel  of  a  session  (»f  C  ongress,  and  tliat,  too, 
nt  the  very  sesaion  when  President  .lac kmin 
had.  by  special  Mes:ia;,'e,  insisted  that  '  the 
measure  would  be  contrary  to  the  policy  in- 
variably observed  by  tlie  United  States  in  all 
•iinilar  caaea,*  wouM  be  niarlced  with  great 
injtutioe  to  Mexico,  and  peculinrly  liable  to 
the  darkest  susjiicioiis,  itiasmnch  as  tlie 
Texaos  were  almost  all  emigrants  from  the 
United  Statet.  and  sought  (he  reoognition  of 
thdr  independeooe  wilA  the  «TDWod  purpoae 


of  obtaining  their  aanenlton  to  the  United 

States.    *    *  ♦ 

"  The  open  avowal  of  the  Texans  Uiem- 
aetves — the  frequent  and  anxious  ntrgotia- 

tions  of  our  own  («overnnient  -  the  nNohi- 
tions  of  various  States  of  tho  I  n  ion  —  the 
namerons  declarations  of  memhera  of  (^on- 
•rreis — the  tone  of  the  Sontliern  )ire>s — as 
Well  as  tlie  «lirect  application  of  tlie  ioxaii 
Government  —  make  it  impossible  for  any 
man  to  doiMit  that  Annexation,  and  tho 
formation  of  several  new  Sluveholdin;; 
States,  were  orijrinally  tlie  policy  and  de- 
sign of  tli^  biaveholding  States  and  the 
Executive  of  t!ie  Notion. 

'•  The  same  references  will  show  very  con- 
clusively that  the  particular  objects  of  thia 
new  aoquirition  tsf  Stave  territory  were  the 
pcr|H;tnation  <if  >lavery  nnd  the  continued 
ascendency  of  tho  Slave  Power.    »    *  * 

Wo  bold  that  there  is  not  only  *■  no  po- 
litical necessity'  for  it^,  'no  advantages  to  bo 
derived  fri-m  ii,'  but  that  there  is  no  consti- 
tutionid  power  delegated  to  any  department 
ot'llie  National  (lovernmcnt  to  authorize  it; 
that  no  act  of  I  onjrress,  or  treaty  for  annex- 
ation, eon  impose  tho  least  obligation  upon 
the  several  states  of  this  Union  to  submit  to 
such  on  unwarrantable  act,  or  to  receive  ^to 
t^ieir  family  and  fraternity  such  misbegotten 
and  illeptimate  progeny. 

*'We  lieeitate  not  to  say  that  Annexft* 
tion,  I'tlVcted  by  any  act  or  ^>roeeeding  of  the 
Pederul  dovcrument,  or  any  of  its  d<>pArt* 
uienta,  wovidbt  iiUntieal vit\  dittolution. 
It  wo\]!d  lie  a  violation  of  our  .National 
compact,  its  objects,  desij;ns,  and  the  groats 
elemetitary  principles  wlijrli  entered  into 
its  fu'-iiKitloii.  of  a  character  sk  doe;i  and 
lunu.uiiculai,  uni|  would  be  an  atte:ii|»t  to 
etomixe  an  in>titution  and  a  power  of>a  na- 
ture so  ui\jast  in  themselves,  so  ituurious  to 
the  interests  and  abhorrent  to  the  feelings  of 
tho  people  of  the  I'reo  States,  as,  in  our 
opinion,  not  only  inevitably  to  result  in  a 
dissotntion  of  the  Union,  but/aA't/  to  ju»tlft/ 
it;  arid  \\  e  not  only  assert  that  the  i>eoplo 
of  tho  Tree  Stales  '  ought  not  to  submit  to 
ir,'  but,  we  say  with  oontidence,  they  tmuld 
hot  submit  to  it.  We  know  tin  ir  present 
temper  and  spirit  on  this  saljje«  t  t>«)  well  to 
believe  for  a  moment  that  they  v.  «>uld  bo* 
Come  particcjis  (•niunti.t  in  any  subtle  con- 
trivance for  the  irremediable  )>erpetaation 
of  an  instituti>  n,  which  t!ie  wi^ist  and  beat 
men  who  formed  our  i  edenU  Constitution, 
as  well  from  the  Slave  us  the  Pree  States, 
regarded  as  an  ovil  and  a  curse,  soon  to  be- 
come extinct  under  the  operation  of  laws  to 
be  passed  |»rohibiting  the  bIave»Trade,  and 
the  progressive  ioHaenoe  of  the  prinoiplea  of 
the  kevolution. 

''To  prevent  the  anooesa  of  this  nefiuioia 
prqject— to  preMrve  from  aodi  grosa  violtr* 
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tion  the  Constitntion  of  onr  conntry,  adopt- 
ed expressly  *  to  sttcore  the  blessings  of  lib- 
erty." uiid  not  the  per|>otuatioti  of  Slavery — 
and  to  preveat  tbo  speedy  iind  violent  diaao- 
hitikmof  the  UnioR — treinyite  700  to  «nite, 
withont  distinction  of  party,  in  an  immedi- 
ate ezpositioQ  of  jour  views  on  this  sabjecti 
inmeii  mumer  as  700  maj  deem  beet  oiuoo- 
latod  to  aniwer  tba  end  proposed." 

On  the  S7th  of  March,  1844,  Mr. 
Wm.  H.  Hammet,  RepreeentatiTe  in 
Oongrees  from  HtadaBippi,  and  an 
unpledged  delegate  elect  to  the  ap- 
proaching Democratic  National  Con- 
vention, addressed,  from  his  seat  in 
the  Ilonse,  a  letter  of  iiujuiry  to  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  n.skiii^  an  exj)ression  of 
his  *' opinions  as  tt>  the  constitntion- 
alitjT  and  expediency  of  inimediatolj 
■imexiDg  Texas  to  llie  ITnited  States, 
BO  Boon  as  the  consent  of  Texaa  may 
be  liad  to  sneh  Annexation."  The 
writer  commended  himself  to  Mr. 
Van  Boron  aa  **  one  of  voiir  warmest 
Bnpporters  in  183<1  and  1840,  and  an 
unpli'dged  delegate  to  tlie  Baltimore 
Convention  and,  though  courteous 
in  its  terms,  the  letter  gave  him  very 
filearlj  to  understand  that  his  answer 
would  gorem  the  cotuae  of  the  qne- 
list  in  the  Convention  aforesaid,  and 
be  Tery  likely  to  inflnence  the  resolt 
of  its  (lelihenitionB. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  replied  in  a  very 
long  and  elaborate  letter,  dated  Lin- 
denwald,  Ajtril  2(>tli,  whereof  tlie  drift 
and  purport  were  very  cleai  l  v  hostile 
to  the  contemplated  Annexation.  He 
fUly  admitted  that  Annexation  was 
perM  dcBirable;  encooraging  hopes 
that  he  might  consent  to  it,  aa  a  mear 
Boroof  ini]H  rative  selfdefeDBe,  rather 
than  permit  Texas  to  become  a  Brit- 
ish dependency,  or  the  colony  of  any 
Euro])ean  power;  and  intimating  that 
Mexico  might  too  long  pen^ist  *•  in  re- 
fusing to  a<;knowhKlge  the  independ- 
ence of  Texas,  and  in  destnictivo  but 
11 


fhiitless  efforts  to  reconqner  that 
State,"  BO  as  to  prcxlnce  a  general 
conviction  of  the  necessity  of  An- 
nexation to  the  permanent  welfare, 
if  not  absolute  safety,  of  all  concern- 
ed. He,  nevertheleflB,  decidedly  neg- 
atived any  presumption  that  he  could, 
under  existing  circumstances,  or  un- 
der any  in  immediate  prospect,  give 
his  support  to  the  scheme,  even  though 
assured  that  his  re-electi(^n  to  the  Pres- 
idency depended  thereon.  Ilis  view 
of  the  main  question  directly  present- 
ed, is  fairly  and  forcibly  set  forth  in 
the  following  [)assage  of  his  letter: 

"The  question,  then,  rerara,  if,  as  8enst« 
Me  men,  we  cannot  avoid  the  contusion 
that  the  immediate  Annexation  of  lexas 
wonld,  in  sit  livmsn  probability,  draw  after 
it  i\  wnr  with  Mexiro,  can  it  bo  expedient 
to  atteitint  it  ?  Of  the  conseoaences  of  such 
a  war,  tne  ebarscter  it  mignt  be- made  to 
afMuiiie,  the  entanglements  with  other  na- 
tions which  the  position  of  n  helii^'erent 
almost  unavouluhlv  draws  :,fter  it,  and  the 
nndonlitcd  injuries  whii  li  inij:ht  he  itttlicted 
on  each,  notw  ithstandinj:  the  pivat  disparity 
of  their  respective  forces,  I  will  DOt  say  a 
word.  God  turbid  that  an  American  citizen 
should  ever  count  the  cost  of  any  appeal  to 
what  is  npprn|)riately  denominates!  the  last 
resort  of  nations,  whenever  that  reaort  be- 
comes neeemary,  either  for  the  saftty.  or  to 
vindicate  the  honor,  of  liis  r<iiintn  .  There 
is,  1  tmst,  not  one  so  base  as  not  to  regard 
himself^  and  all  ho  has,  to  be  forerer,  and  at 
all  times,  sobjcct  to  mh  Ii  a  re<ioisition.  But 
would  a  war  with  Mexico,  brought  on  under 
rach  circumstances,  l>e  a  contest  of  that 
character?  Could  we  hope  to  ptund  per- 
,  fectiy  justified  in  the  eyes  of  mankind  for 
I  entwmg  into  it ;  more  especially  if  itssoni- 
!  mencemont  is  to  be  preceded  by  the  appro- 
priation to  onr  own  uses  of  tie  territory, 
the  sovereignty  of  which  is  in  disi)ate  b©- 
tweeo  two  nations,  one  of  which  we  are  to 
'  join  in  the  struggle  ?  This,  Sir,  is  a  matter 
of  the  verv  gravest  import — one  in  respect 
to  which  no  American  6tat4*jiman  or  citizen 
can  possibly  be  indifferent.  We  have  a 
character  amonir  the  nntinns  of  the  earth  to 
maintain.  All  our  public  functioDari«  9,  as  . 
well  those  who  sdvoesto  this  measare  aa 
those  who  oppose  it,  however  much  they 
may  differ  as  to  its  eiTecta,  will,  I  am  sure, 
be  equally  solicitous  for  the  poiftMmanee  ct 
thin  ti'-^t  of  duties. 

"it  liaa  liitherto  been  our  prido  and  oor 
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boast  that,  whilst  the  lost  of  power,  with 
fkrand  and  violeiice  in  its  train,  has  led  other 
and  differently  constituted  Clovcnimonta  to 
agression  and  oooqaest^  our  movements  in 
fnese  respects  have  always  been  reinilated 
hy  reason  ami  jtistire.  A  disposition  to 
detract  Irom  our  pretensions  in  this  respect 
will,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be  always  prev- 
alent elscwlicrc,  arxl  lias,  at  tlii'*  vorv  mo- 
ment, and  iVoni  si>ecial  causeH.  a.ssiimeJ,  in 
some  qiiarten,  the  most  rabid  character. 
Should  not  every  one,  then,  who  sincerely 
loves  his  country — wlio  venerates  its  time- 
honored  and  plorioua  institationa — who 
dwells  with  pride  and  delight  on  associa- 
tions connected  with  our  rise,  progress,  and 
present  condition — on  the  steady  step  with 
which  we  have  advanced  to  oar  present 
eminence,  in  despite  <rf  the  hostility,  and  in 
conteinpt  of  the  bitter  revilin;;s,  of  the  ene- 
mies of  freedou)  in  uU  parts  of  the  globe — 
cowMer,  and  that  deeply,  whether  we  wodM 
not,  by  the  inmu  diatc  Annexation  of  Texas, 
place  a  weapon  in  the  iiands  of  those  who 
now  look  upon  as  and  onr  institations  with 
dititrnstful  and  cnvidiis  eyes,  that  would  do 
us  more  real,  lasting  injury  a.s  a  nation, 
than  the  ncqui-ition  of  such  a  territory,  val- 
uable as  it  undoubtedly  is,  could  possibly 
repair  ? 

"  It  is  said,  and  truly  said,  that  this  war  be- 
tween Texas  and  Mexico  has  already  been 
of  too  long  duration.  We  are,  and  must 
contimio  to  be,  annoyed  by  its  prosecution, 
and  have  undoubtedly,  as  has  been  retnark- 
ed^  an  interest  in  seeing  it  terminated.  But 
can  we  appeal  to  any  priiaiplo  in  tlie  law 
of  ^utiuus,  to  which  we  practice  a  scrupu- 
lons  adiierenoe,  that  wonld^  under  present 
circnmstancfs.  justify  us  in  intcrtVrin?  fir 
its  suppres>ion  in  a  manner  that  wonld  una- 
voidably make  ns  a  party  to  its  furUier  prose- 
cution? Can  this  position  be  made  suffii'icnt- 
\y  clear  to  justify  us  in  cuinniitting  the  peace 
And  hmiOT  of  the  conntey  to  ite  rappurt  i 

"  In  regard  to  the  ]»erformanpe  by  us  of 
that  duty,  so  ditlicult  tor  any  Government 
to  perform — the  ol)servance  of  an  honest 
neatrality  between  nations  at  war — we  can 
VOW  look  through  onr  whole  career,  since 
our  first  admission  into  the  family  of  na- 
tions, not  only  without  a  blu^  but  with 
feelings  of  honest  pride  and  satisfaction. 
The  way  wa.s  ojiened  by  President  Washinfr- 
ton  hiinseU^  under  circumstances  of  the 
most  difficult  character,  and  at  no  less  a 
lia7;trd  tlian  tliat  of  exposinir  oursdvc''  to 

Jduusible,  yet  unjust,  impututiuns  of  infidel- 
ty  to  treaty  stipulations.  The  path  he  trod 
witli  such  unfidterin?  steps,  and  wbich  led 
to  such  beneticial  results,  has  hitherto  been 
pursued  with  onvorying  fidelity  by  every 
one  of  his  snccesMm,  of  whom  it  becomes 
me  to  qpeok." 


The  "Wliigs  wore  unanimoTia  and 
enthusiastic  in  their  determination 
that  no  other  tlian  Mr.  Clay  bhould 
be  their  candidate,  and  tliat  no  other 
than  he  Bhoiild  be  elected.  Ue  had 
spent  the  Winter  of  184S-4,  maln- 
Ij  in  New  Orleans— then  a  hot-bed 
of  the  Texas  intrigue— but  had  left 
it  unshaken  in  his  oppoeition  to  the 
plot — not  to  Annexation  itself,  at  a 
eiiitiible  time,  and  under  satisfaetory 
condition.-^ ;  but  to  itis  accomplish- 
ment while  the  boundaries  of  Texas 
remained  undetermined  and  disput- 
ed, her  independence  unacknowledg- 
ed by  Kexico,  and  her  war  with  thi^ 
country  nnconduded. 

I£r.  Claj  set  forth  his  view  of  the 
matter  in  a  letter  to  The  Xatinnal 
Intelligencer^  dated  "  Raleigh,  N.  C, 
April  17,  1S44'' — three  days  earlier 
than  the  date  of  Mr.  Van  Biircn's 
letter.  Premising  that  he  had  be- 
lieved and  maintained  that  Texas 
was  inolnded  in  the  Lonisiana  pnr- 
chase,  and  had»  therefore,  opposed 
the  treaty  of  1819;  with  Spain,.by 
which  Florida  was  aoqniied,  and  the 
Sabine  recognized  as  our  western 
boundary,  lie  says : 

"My  ojdnions  of  the  inexpodii'in'v  df  the 
treaty  of  ISIU  did  not  prevail.  The  coun- 
try and  Congress  were  satisfied  with  it;  np- 
propriations  were  made  to  carry  it  into 
elfect ;  the  line  of  the  Saldne  was  recognized 
by  us  Ub  our  boundary,  in  negotiations  both 
with  Spain  and  Mexico,  after  Mesioo  became 
independent;  and  measures  have  been  hi 
actual  propre^is  to  mark  tin-  line,  from  the 
Sabine  to  the  Ked  river,  and  thence  to  the 
Paoiflc  ocean.  We  have  thus  fislrly  alienat* 
ed  our  title  to  Toxuh.  hy  ^.ik-inn  Xation.d 
compacts,  to  the  fullilhnent  of  whi<  h  we 
■tana  bonnd  by  ;rood  inith  and  National 
honor.  It  i^i,  tluMvfnrc.  perfi'ctly  idle  and 
ridiculous,  if  not  di>ln»nor:ible,  to  talk  of  re- 
suming onr  title  to  Texan,  as  if  we  had 
never  part od  with  it.  W'e  can  no  more  do 
that  than  Spain  can  resume  Florida.  Fruuee 
Louisiansi  or  Great  Britain  the  thirteen 
colonies  now  oompriaing  a  part  of  the  Uni> 
ted  States." 
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After  glancing  nt  the  reoeiit  hia- 
tozy  of  Texas,  Mi,  Clay  oontmnes : 

"  Mexico  has  not  ahandonod,  but  pcrsc- 
rercs  in,  the  assertion  of  licr  rights  by  ac- 
tual force  of  arms,  which,  if  suspended,  are 
intended  to  he  renewed.  Under  these  rir- 
curt1^tftnc^cs,  if  the  (iovernmont  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statfs  were  to  ai'<|niro  Texas,  it  wonid 
aninire  jiion<r  witli  it  all  flu'  cticiunhrnnres  ' 
■which  Texas  is  under,  and,  uinong  them, 
tho  actnal  or  suspended  war  between  Mexi-  I 

00  and  Texas.  Of  that  consequence,  there  j 
.  eannot  be  a  doubt.    Annexation  and  war  , 

■witli  Mexico  are  identical.    Now,  for  one. 

1  certainly  am  not  willing  to  involve  this 
oonntry  In  a  foreign  war  for  the  obje<'t  of 
acNiriiriiiL'  Texas.  I  know  there  are  those 
wiio  rui^arU  such  a  war  with  indilference, 
and  aa  a  trMinfr  aflkir.  on  aooonnt  of  the 
Wfuktiess  of  Mt'xico,  and  her  inabilitj  to 
intiict  serioaa  injury  on  this  country.  Uut 
I  do  not  k>ok  upon  it  thos  %htlv.  I  regnnl 
all  wars  a.s  prreat  calanntiea,  to  be  avoided, 
if  possible,  and  honorable  peace  as  the 
wisest  and  trnest  policy  of  this  oonntry.  [ 
Wiiat  tlie  United  States  most  need  are 
union.  |Hmce,  and  patience.  Nor  do  I  think 
that  the  weaknew  of  a  power  sbonid  form  a 
motive,  in  any  case,  for  indncing  ns  to  en- 
>ra;.'e  in,  or  to  depreciate,  the  evils  of  war. 
Honor,  and  >io«k1  faith,  and  justice,  are 
equally  due  from  tlus  country  ttiward  the 
weak  as  toward  the  stroufT-  And.  if  an  act 
(  '  injustice  were  to  be  |)erpetrated  toward 
any  power,  it  would  be  more  compatible  i 
with  the  diffnitv  of  the  natfhn.  and,  in  my  ( 
jud^riiient.  les>  (lishorioralile.  to  inflict  it 
Upon  a  powert'ul,  instead  of  a  weak,  foreign 
nation.*' 

Mr.  Tan  Boren,  in  his  veiy.long 
letter,  had  studiously  avoided  all 

allusion  to  what,  in  the  cant  of  a 
later  day,  would  have  been  termed 
the  "  sectionar"  aspect  ot*  tlie  qnes* 
ti'>ii  ;  that  is.  the  earnest  and  inxnn- 
cihle  repugn aiu'i;  of  a  hirge  jmrtion 
ot'  our  people  to  the  annexation  pro- 
posed, because  of  its  necessaiy  tend- 
ency to  extend  and  strengthen 
Slavery.  Mr.  Clay  confronted  this 
view  of  tlie  case  cautionsly,  yet 
manfnlly,  saying : 

•*  1  h.ive  hitherto  considered  the  qnostion  ; 
upon  Uio  supposition  tliat  tlie  annexation 
is  attempted  withoot  the  SMeot  of  Mexlro. 
If  slio  \  i,"lds  lior  consent,  tliat  would  ninte- 
tially  atfeot  tiie  foreign  aspect  of  the  que»>  j 
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tion,  if  it  did  not  retinivr  jdl  forcipn  difficul- 
ties. On  the  assumption  of  that  assent,  the 
question  would  bo  confined  to  the  domestio 

considerations  which  belong  to  it,  embrac- 
ing the  terms  and  conditions  upon  which 
annexation  la  proposed.  I  do  not  think 

Tex.as  oupht  to  be  received  info  tin'  T'liion, 
as  an  inte<;rul  i>urt  of  it,  in  decided  opposi- 
tion to  the  wishes  of  a  considerable  ami  re- 
sj)ectable  portion  of  tlie  confe<leracy  I  ihitik 
it  far  more  wise  and  important  to  compose 
and  harmonize  the  present  confederacy,  aa 
it  now  exists,  than  to  introduce  a  new  e1e> 
inent  of  discord  and  distraction  into  it.  In 
my  humble  opinion,  it  should  l>e  the  con- 
stant and  earnest  endeavor  of  Auierioaa 
statesmen  to  eradicate  prejudices,  to  cnlti- 
vatf  :ifnl  ("lister  concord,  and  to  produce 
general  contentment  among  all  parts  of  our 
confederacy.  And  true  wfa^nn,  it  seems 
to  me,  points  to  the  duty  of  rendcriti^'  its 
present  members  happy,  prosperous,  and 
aatislied  with  each  other,  rather  than  to  at> 
tempt  to  introduce  alien  meml>ers,  npainst 
the  comtuon  consent,  and  with  the  certainty 
of  deej)  dis^tisfaction.  Mr.  .lefFcrson  ex- 
pre<«i'<l  ilie  o[iinion,  and  others  bilii've<l, 
that  it  never  was  in  tlio  conleuij)lation  t»f 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution  to  add  for- 
eign territory  to  the  confederacy,  out  of 
which  new  States  were  to  be  fonned.  The 
acquisitions  of  Louisiana  and  Florida  may 
be  defended  upon  tiie  peculiar  ground  of 
the  relation  in  which  they  stood  to  the 
!  States  of  tlio  Union.  After  tliey  wen-  ;id- 
mitted,  we  might  well  pausio  a  while,  people 
onr  vast  wastea.  develop  onr  resonrees,  pre- 
pare the  means  of  deteiidin;;  what  we  pos- 
sess, and  uupment  our  streiiglii.  power,  and 
tireatness.  If,  hereafter,  further  territory 
should  be  wanto'l  for  an  inf  rease<l  popula- 
tion, we  need  entertain  no  appreliension 
but  that  it  vill  be  acquired,  by  lueaiis,  it  is 
to  he  hoped,  fair.  hom>nilile,  and  co?istitu- 
tional.  It  is  useless  todi  }:uiso  that  tliere 
are  those  who  espouse,  and  thiisc  who  op- 
pose, tlie  annexation  of  Texas  upon  the 
ground  of  the  influence  which  ir  wontd 
exert  on  the  bulant  e  of  political  pow  er  be- 
tween two  great  ttectious  of  the  Union.  I 
eonoeire  that  no  motire  for  the  ncqnisition 
of  forei^'u  territory  duild  be  more  unfortu- 
nate, or  pregnant  with  more  fatal  conse- 
qneiicea,  than  tiiat  of  ol>taining  it  fiir  the 
purpose  of  stren^rthenini^  one  part  a:rainst 
atrolher  part  of  the  counnon  con  iVde racy. 
Such  a  principle,  put  into  practical  op«'ra- 
tion,  would  menace  the  existenee.  if  it  did 
not.  ccrttiinlv  sow  the  seeds  of  a  Ui.ssoluiion 
of  the  Union.** 

lie  closed  hi^  letter — whi<  h  i-s  not 
quite  a  third  &o  long  as  Mr.  \  an 


164 


THB  AHBBIOAV  OOITFLIGT. 


Biiren's — with  the  following  Bum- 
ming lip  of  his  conWctions : 

I  consider  the  Aonezatioa  of  Texas,  at 
fhis  time,  without  the  consent  of  Merio**.  as 

a  measuro  coinprotiiisirif;  thi?  National  char- 
acter, involving  us  rortainly  in  war  with 
Hexicow  probaUjr  witli  otht-r  foreij?n  Pow- 
erj,  dariL'tTfins  to  tlie  iiitc;:rity  of  tlio  Ttiion, 
inexpetlicnt  in  the  pri'sunt  tinnncial  condi- 
tioD  of  the  conntry,  and  not  culled  for  hy 
an/  general  ozpreasion  of  public  opinion." 

The  ^hig  National  Convention 
met  at  Baltimoro,  May  1 — everv  tils- 
trict  in  the  United  States  fully  rep- 
resented. IIkxhy  Clay  %va8  at  onee 
nominated  f)r  Prc-idcnt  l»y  afclania- 
tion,  and  Theodore  Freliiighuyseu 
for  Yice-Prerident  on  the  tbird  htl- 
lot.  The  nnmher  in  attendance  was 
estimated  by  tens  of  thonaanda,  and 
the  enthusiasm  was  immense.  Tlie 
multitude  separated  h\  undoubting 
eoniideiK-e  that  ?tlr.  Clay  WOuld  be 
our  next  President. 

The  Democratic  National  Conven- 
tion met  in  the  same  city  on  the  27th 

of  that  month.  A  majority  of  it3 
delegates  had  been  elected  expressly 
to  nominate  Mr.  Van  Ihiren,  and 
were  under  explieit  instructions  to 
support  liini,  Kut  it  was  already 
setth'd  among  the  master-spirits  of 
the  party  that  his  nomination  should 
be  defeated.  To  this  end,  before  the 
Convontion  had  been  Ihlly  organiz- 
ed, Gen.  JL  M.  Siiundersi,  of  North 
Carolina,  moved  tlie  ado]>tion  of  the 
ml(^  nnd  regulations  of  the  I)einoera- 
tic  National  Conventions  of  ^lav, 
1S:12,  Mn<l  May,  1835,  for  tlie  gove  rn- 
ment (/f  thi.^  body;  hi»  object  Ixing 
the  e:iactuient  of  that  rule  whicli  re- 
quired a  vote  of  two'tliirds  of  the 
delegates  to  nominate  a  candidate. 
After  a  heated  di^jcutieion,  the  two- 
thirds  rule  was  adopted,  on  the  second 


day,  by  148  Yeas  to  IIS  Nay?,  and 
the  fate  of  Van  Bureu  seali-d.  On 
the  lirst  ballot,  he  received  14<1  votes 
to  lir>  for  all  others  ;  but  he  fell,  on 
the  second,  to  127,  and  settled  gradual- 
ly to  104  on  the  eighth,  when  he  was 
withdrawn — Gen,  Cass,  who  began 
with  83,  having  mn  np  to  114.  On 
the  next  ballot,  J^vmes  K.  Polk,  of 
Tennessee,  who  had  recei\  cd  no  vote 
at  all  till  the  eiu'lith  halh.t,  and  then 
but  44,  was  nominated,  receiving  233 
out  of  200  Votes,  Hiis  was  on  the 
third  dav  of  the  Convention,  when 
Silas  Wright,  of  New  York,  was  im- 
mediately nominated  fiir  Vice-Presi- 
dent. He  per^mptorDy  docUned, 
and  Geoige  M.  Dallas,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, was  s(>lected  in  hi^  stead.  Mr. 
Polk  had  been  an  ca.ly,  and  was  a 
zealous^  champion  ot"  Annexation,  as 
always  of  every  projmsition  or  pro- 
ject calculated  to  aggrandize  the 
Slave  Power.  The  Convention,  in 
its  platform, 

^Semtktd,  That  Ofar  title  to  the  whoW  ter- 
ritory of  Orepun  is  clear  and  iimitifstioTia- 
lile;  thut  no  portion  of  the  same  ougiil  to 
he  co<le«l  to  England  or  any  other  power ; 
and  that  the  ;^orriipntioti  of  Oroirim.  and 
the  reannexation  of  Texas,  at  the  eHriie8t 
practicable  )>•  riod.  nro  frrent  American 
ineasnres.  whieti  the  (V>!ivt  ;  fiori  rcrom- 
ntendh  to  the  c»>r»lial  (iuj>i)ort  ui  ilio  Demo- 
craoy  of  the  Union.'* 

Col.  Thomas  H.  Benton,  in  a 

speech  in  the  Senate,  ^Nfny  0,  hnd  set 
ibrth  the  objections  to  Messrs.  Tyler 
and  Calhoim's  Treaty  of  Annexac 
tion,  on  the  grouml  of  it-;  a— inninT, 
on  the  one  hand,  to  ceth^  and  on  the 
otlier,  to  ai'cept  and  maintain,  the 
entire  territory  claimed  by  Te.xas,  in- 
du^g  all  that  portion  of  Now 
Mexico  lying  east  of  the  Bio  Grande^ 
in  these  forcible  tenns : 
"Tbeae  former  proTln<>es  of  the  lilexican 


*That  ia,  np  to  S4*  40';  induding  what  is  now  British  Columbia. 


Digitized  by  GooqIc 


COL.   BENTON   ON   THE   BOUNDAEY   OP   TEXAS.  165 


Vice-royalty,  now  departments  of  tho  'Nroxi- 
con  Kepublic,  l>'ixig  on  both  sides  ut  iho  Uio 
Grande  from  fta  bead  to  its  mouth,  wo  now 
propose  to  incorporate,  so  far  as  ttuy  lie  on 
the  left  bautc  ul  liic  river,  liilu  uur  Uuiuii, 
hj  virtue  of  a  treaty  of  r^aimexation  with 
Texas.  Let  na  panso  and  looli  at  our  new 
auU  important  proposed  acquisitions  in  this 
quartA.'r.  First :  1  here  is  tho  department, 
formerly  the  province,  of  New  Mexico, 
lying:  on  both  rides  of  the  river  fW>m  its 
licad-s])riiig  to  near  the  Po-ss  del  Norte — 
that  b  to  itaj,  half  way  down  the  river. 
This  department  is  studded  with  towns  and 
viIl:iL'i-^— |»opii1ated,  well  oultivate<l,  and 
covered  with  flocks  and  herds.  On  its  left 
honlc  (for  I  only  speak  of  the  part  which 
we  propose  to  minnex)  i?,  first,  the  frontier 
village  Taos,  4^,000  souls,  uiid  where  the 
cnstom-hoose  Is  kept  at  which  the  Missouri 
caravans  enter  their  pocxls.  Then  comes 
Santa  Fe.  tlie  capital,  4,000  eouls;  then 
Albuquerque,  6,000  souls ;  then  some  scores 
of  other  towns  and  villages — all  more  or 
less  populuteil  and  surrounded  hy  flocks  and 
fields.  '1  hen  come  the  departments  of  Chi- 
buoliua,  COahuilo,  and  Touiaalipas,  without 
settlements  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river, 
hat  oceu]>yiiit:  the  ri^^ht  bank,  and  com- 
mondiDg  the  left  All  this — being  parts  of 
fear  Mexican  departments,  now  under  Mexi- 
can Governors  and  Govern  men  ts — is  perma- 
nently r^nexed  to  this  Union,  if  this 
treaty  is  ratifled,  and  is  actually  r^annexed 
from  the  moment  of  tho  signature  of  the 
treaty,  according  to  tho  President's  last 
Message,  to  remiun  80  until  the  aoipiLsition 
is  rejc<  ted  by  rtyecting  tho  treaty !  Tho 
one-half  of  tJie  department  of  New  ilexico, 
with  its  capital,  becomes  a  territory  of  the 
United  States:  an  angle  of  Ohihaohoo,  at 
the  Pass  del  Korte,  famous  for  Its  wfaie, 
also  becomes  ours;  a  jiart  of  the  depart- 
ment of  Ciiohttila,  not  populated  on  the  left 
hanic,  whieli  we  take,  lint  commanded  from 
the  Pfjlit  liank  by  Mexican  authorities;  tlio 
some  of  Tanianlipas,  tho  ancient  Nuevo  iSan- 
tsnder  (New  St  Andrew),  and  wliioh  covers 
botli  sides  of  the  river  from  its  mouth  for 
^oitie  hundred  miles  up,  and  all  the  left  bank 
of  which  is  in  the  power  and  possesision  of 
i'cxico.  These,  in  addition  to  old  Tcxn-^ ; 
these  parts  of  Amr  States — these  towns  and 
villages — llicse  people  and  territory — these 
llocka  and  herds — this  slice  of  the  Kepublic 
of  Mexico,  two  thousand  miles  long  and 
some  hnndretl  I>ro;u! — all  this  our  Presiiiunt 
has  cut  off  from  its  mother  empire,  and  pre- 
sents to  ns,  and  declares  it  oars  till  the 
Benate  reject*  it !  lie  culls  it  Texas  '  atid 
the  cutting  otf  he  calls  r^annexation  1  Hum- 
boldt eaILt  it  New  Mexico,  Ohihaahoa.  COa- 
hnila,  and  Nncvo  Santander — now  Tamau- 
lipas;  and  the  civilized  world  may  qualify 


this  rt'annexation  by  the  application  of  some 
odious  and  terrible  epithet.  Demosthenes 
1  advised  the  people  of  Athens  not  to  take^ 
'  hut  to  rrtake,  a  certain  city ;  and  in  that  ra 
lay  the  virtue  which  saved  the  act  from  tho 
character  of  spoliation  and  robbery.  Will 
it  be  equally  potent  with  ns?  and  will  tlie 
re  prelixc<l  to  tho  annexation  legitimate  tho 
seizure  of  two  thousand  miles  of  a  neigh- 
bor's dominion,  with  whom  we  have  trea- 
ties of  peace,  and  friendship,  and  com- 
merce? Will  it  k'gitiaiato  this  seizure, 
made  by  virtue  of  a  treaty  with  Texas,  when 
no  Texan  fbroe— witness  the  dtsastroas  ex- 
I)edition3  to  ^^icr  and  to  Santa  Fc — have 
been  seen  near  it  witliout  being  killed  or 
taken,  to  the  lost  man  ? 

"I  wash  my  hands  of  all  attempts  to  dis- 
member the  .Mexican  liepiiltlic  by  seizing 
her  dominions  in  New  Mexico,  Chihaahno, 
Coahuila,  and  Tamaulipas.  '1  he  treaty,  in 
all  that  relates  to  tho  boundary  of  the  Kio 
Grande,  is  an  act  of  nnparalleled  outrage 
on  Mexico.  It  is  the  seizure  of  two  thou- 
sand miles  of  her  territory,  without  a  word  of 
explanation  with  her,  and  by  virtue  of  a 
treaty  with  Texas,  to  which  she  b  no  party. 
Onr  6eeretai7  of  State,  in  his  letter  to  the 
United  States  Charpe  in  Mexico  several 
days  alter  the  treaty  was  signed,  and  after 
the  Mexiean  Minister  had  withdrawn  from 
our  seat  of  Governinent,  shows  full  well 
that  he  was  conscious  of  the  enormity  of 
this  outrage;  knew  it  was  war;  and  prof- 
fered volunteer  ajiologic-^  f'l  av.-rt  the  conse- 
quences which  he  knew  lie  Jiud  provoked. 

"I  therefore  propose,  as  an  additional 
resolution,  applicable  to  the  Bio  del  Norto 
boundary  alone — the  one  wluch  I  will  read 
and  send  to  the  Secretary's  table,  and  on 
which,  at  the  proper  time,  I  shall  ask  the 
veto  of  the  Senate.  Thb'  is  the  resolution : 
Retolved,  That  tho  ineorporatiou  of  tho 
left  bank  of  the  Kio  Del  Norte  into  tho 
American  Union,  by  virtue  of  a  treaty  with 
Texas,  comprehending,  m  the  said  incorpo- 
ration would  do,  a  part  of  the  Mexican  de- 
partments of  New  Mexioo,  Ohihoahaa,  Oto- 
huila,  and  Tamanlijjas,  would  be  an  .act  of 
direct  aggression  on  Mexico ;  for  all  the  con- 
sequences of  which  tiM  United  States  woald 
stood  responsible." 

The  opposition  of  the  Kortliem 
Democrats  to  the  Aimezatioii  pro- 
ject, though  crippled  bj  the  action 
of  their  National  Convention,  wag 
not  entirely  suppressed.  Etipeciiilly  in 
Kew  York,  where  attachment  to  the 
person  and  the  fortunes  of  Mr.  Van 
Bureu  had  beea  pecaliarlj  Btrou^ 
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Demoomtic  repugnance  to  this  mea- 
sure was  Btill  manifested.  Messrs. 
George  P.  JJarker,  William  C.  Bry- 
ant, John  AV.  Kdinondi^,  David  Dud- 
ley Fit'ld,  Tluodwre  Sedgwick,  and 
Others,  ujiiied  in  a  letter — stigmatiz- 
ed bj  annexationists  as  a  secret  cir- 
cular*'— urging  their  fellow-Bemo- 
crata^  while  suf»porting  Polk  and 
Dnllas,  to  repudiate  the  Texas  reso- 
lution, and  to  nnite  in  supporting, 
for  Compress,  Democratic  candidates 
hostile  to  Aunoxution.  Silas  Wright, 
■who  hud  promiiK'ntly  o]>])oscd  the 
Tvler  treaty  in  the  L'nited  States 
Senate,  and  had  refused  to  run  for 
Yioe-President  with  Polk,  was  made 
the  Democratio  candidate  for  Goveni- 
or  of  New  York,  which  State  conld 
not  otherwise  have  been  carried  £>r 
Polk.  In  a  canvassing  s[>eech  at 
Skaneateles,  Mr.  Wright  referred  to 
his  o]>|>osition  as  nnal»ated,  and  de- 
clared tliat  lie  could  never  consent 
to  Aniicxuf iou  on  any  terms  which 
Would  give  Slavery  an  advantage 
over  FreedouL  This  sentiment  was 
reiterated,  and  emphasized  in  a  great 
Democratic  convention  held  at  Her- 
kimer in  the  autumn  of  that  jear. 

The  canva>.s  of  1S44  was  opened 
with  signal  animation,  earnestness, 
and  cotitideiico  on  tlio  part  of  the 
Whig:;,  who  felt  that  they  should  not, 
and  believed  that  they  could  not,  he 
Leaten  on  the  issue  made  up  for  them 
bj  their  adversaries.  So  late  as  the 
4th  of  July,  their  prospect  of  carry- 
ing Kow  York  and  Pennsylvania, 
and  thus  overwhelmingly  electing 
their  candidates,  was  very  flattering. 
On  the  IGth  of  August,  however. 
The  Noi'th  Alalximian  ])nl)llshed  a 
letter  from  '\\x.  Clay  to  two  Alabama 
friend^,  who  had  urged  him  to  nuike 
a  further  btatemeut  of  hLi  views  on 


the  Annexation  question.  The  ma- 
terial portion  of  that  letter  concluded 
as  follows : 

"  r  do  not  tliink  it  riplit  to  announce  in 
advauoo  what  will  bo  Ibo  course  of  a  future 
Adiuiuiatnition  in  respect  to  aqveitbMi  with 
a  foreign  power.  I  liavi",  Jiowevcr,  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying  that,  far  from  having'  any 
pfraotml  objection  to  the  Annexation  of 
Texas,  /  ihtmld  he  glad  to  tee  it — without 
di.slionor,  withont  war,  with  the  ooDnnoa 
oon84.>n  of  tha  Unioii,  ud  vpon.  jnat  and 
fair  twvaa. 

"  I  do  not  tbinlc  that  the  snbject  of  Slaye- 
ry  oupbt  to  nrt'ect  the  quet-tioii,  orw  way  or 
the  other.   Whether  Texas  be  iudepeudeat, 
I  or  inoorporated  in  the  United  8tat««,  I  do 

not  believe  it  will  jiriihuitr  or  sliortt  ii  tho 
duration  of  tliat  institution,  it  is  destined 
to  become  extinct,  at  some  distant  day,  in 
niy  oj)iiru»n,  by  the  cjnTation  of  the  inevita- 
ble laws  of  j»opulatiun.  It  would  be  uu- 
w  'lM  to  refund  a  permanent  acquisition, 
which  will  exist  as  long  ns  tho  globe  re- 
main^ on  account  of  a  temporary  institu- 
tion. 

"  In  the  contingencj  of  mj  election,  to 
wliich  yon  have  adyerted,  if  the  afPsir  of 

acquiring  Texas  shi»uld  lieconie  a  subject  of 
consideration,  1  should  be  governed  bjr  the 
state  of  fiusts,  and  the  state  of  public  opinion 
existing  at  the  time  I  nii^^ht  he  culled  upon 
to  act.  Above  all,  I  should  be  governed  by 
tho  paramount  dnty  of  preaerring  the  Union 
entire,  and  in  harmony,  regarding  it,  as  I 
do,  as  the  great  guaranty  of  every  political 
and  public  blessing,  under  Providence, 
w  hich,  as  a  free  peoplei  are  permitted 
to  ei^oy." 

This  letter  was  at  once  seized  upon 
by  Mr.  Clay's  adversaries,  whether 
Doinocrats  or  Abolitionists,  as  evinc- 
ing a  comjilcto  change  of  base  on 
his  ])urt.  It  ]»hued  the  Northern 
advocates  of  his  election  on  the  de- 
fensive for  thie  remainder  of  fhe  can- 
vass, and  weakened  their  previona 
hold  on  the  moral  oonYictiona  of  ibe 
more  considerate  and  conscientious 
voters  of  the  Free  States.  These 
were  generally  hostile  to  Annexation 
jtrecistly  or  maiidy  becan!>e  of  its 
bearings  upon  Slavery ;  and  the 
declaration  of  their  candidate  that 
,  such  considerations     ought  not  to 
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affect  tbe  question,  one  waj  or  the  tensely  anti-SlaTety  rotes  thrown 

other,"  was  mot^t  cmbarraBsing.  Tlic  away  on  Bimey  would  have  given 
*•  Liberty  party,"  eo  called,  pushed  \  tlie  State  to  Mr.  Clay,  and  elected 


this  view  of  the  matter  l^eyond  all 
justice  and  reason,  insisting  that 
Mr.  Claj  8  antagonism  to  Annexa- 
tion,  not  being  founded  in  anti- 
Slayeiy  oonviction,  was  of  no  ao- 
coont  whatever,  and  that  his  election 
should,  on  that  gronnd,  be  opposed. 
Mr.  James  G.  Bimev,  their  candidato 
for  President,  went  ^^t^ll  further,  and, 
in  a  letter  published  on  the  eve  of 
the  election,  proclaimed  that  Mr. 
Clay's  election  would  be  7m/re  likely 
to  promote  Annexation  than  Mr. 
Folk's,  becanse  of  Mr.  G/sanperior 
ability  and  inflnencet  It  was  in  vain 
that  Mr.  Clay  attempted  to  retrieve 
hi.s  error — ^if  error  it  was — by  a  final 
letter  to  T/t^  National  Intdligenoe)'^ 
rea>-ertin^  his  unchanged  and  in- 
vincible objections  to  any  such  An- 
nexation as  was  then  proposed  or 
practicable.*  The  State  of  New 
York  was  carried  against  bim  by 
the  lean  plnrafity  of  5,1^  nearly 
500,000  votes — the  totals  being. 
Clay,  232,483,  Polk,  237,588,  Bir- 
ney,  15,812 ; — one-third  of  the  in- 


*Thic  letter  bears  date  **AalilMult  Septanber 
93,lSH"«n(t«^-* 

"  In  announcinp  my  dotorminntion  to  permit 
DO  other  k-tu-rs  to  be  drauu  tVuiu  luo  oa  public 
■flwB,  I  think  it  right  to  avaU  mjaelf  of  the 
present  oooMioa  to  oorract  tlie  erroneous  inter* 
ptetatfoa  of  one  or  two  of  thoee  which  I  bad 
limrioiifly  writ^on.  Tti  Ajjfil  last,  1  oiI<lr*'?pi  (I 
to  you  from  Huiei^h  u  kiur  in  resjuct  to  the 
propotwd  tri  aty  aaoexing  Texas  to  the  United 
Staiea^  and  I  have  atnoB  addreaaed  two  letters 
to  Alabanm  upon  the  aame  subject.  Moat  nn* 
warranted  all'g^it'.oi.ai  havo  I'-i-ii  mafic  that 
tliaso  letters  are  iucuiit*i.-t''tit  with  t-acii  otla-r, 
ami.  to  make  it  out,  partii  ular  phrasoii  or  tx- 
preaaioaa  have  been  torn  from  tlieir  context, 
and  a  nnwfay  attributed  to  me  wUoib  I  nerer 
entertained. 

"  I  wish  now  distinctly  ti>  fay.  tli-it  there  is 
not  a  feeling,  a  sentiment,  or  b.\i  opinion,  ex- 
preaaed  in  my  Baleigh  letter  to  which  I  do  not 
I  im  deddedly  oppoaad  to  tbe ' 


hitn.  The  vote  of  Michigan  was,  in 
like  manner,  given  to  Polk  by  the 
diversion  of  anti-Slavery  8u:Srage8  to 
Bimey ;  but  Kew  York  akne  woold 
have  seeored  l£r.  Gay's  election, 
giving  him  141  electoral  votes  to 
1.34  for  hia  opponent.  As  it  was, 
Mr.  Clay  received  the  electoral 
votes  of  Masftachu setts,  Khode  Isl- 
and, Connecticut,  Vennont,  New 
Jersey,  Delaware,  IMarvhind,  North 
Carolina,  Ohio,  Kentucky,  ujid  Ten- 
nessee— IQ^  in  all,  being  those  of 
eleven  States;  while  Mr.  Polk  was 
supported  by  Maine,  New  Hamp* 
sliire.  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Vir- 
ginia, South  Carolina,  Geoi^a,  Ala- 
bama, Mississi])pi,  Louisiana,  Indi- 
ana, Illinois,  Miehigan,  Mi-^.-^oun,  and 
Arkansa.s— fifteen  States,  (•a>tiii<r  170 
electoral  votes.  The  popular  votes  - 
throughout  the  country',  as  returned, 
were^  fat  Oay,  1,288,533 ;  for  Pol^ 
1,827,825;  for  Burney,  62,263.  So 
the  trinmphof  Anne.xation  had  been 
secured  by  the  indirect  aid  of  the 
more  intense  partisans  of  Abolition. 


diate  Annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States. 
I  ttunk  it  would  be  diahonorabk^  migfat  inrolTe 
oa  in  war,  would  be  dangeroua  to  the  hitegri^ 

and  h;iriu()ny  i  f  tfi''  I'nion  ;  and,  if  all  these  ob- 
jec!ti<jti.<i  wciu  niiioved,  could  not  bo  cflVctcd 
upon  just  and  admissible  conditions. 

"  It  was  not  vaj  intention,  in  either  of  the 
two  letters  which  I  addreesed  to  Alahama;  to 
f  x])re88  any  contrary  opinion.  P.oprc><i  ntationft 
ii.-id  been  made  to  me  that  I  v  a.s  cou.^-idt  red  as 
inflexibly  opposed  to  the  Annexation  of  Texas 
under  any  drcumatanoea;  and  that  n^  poaitioa 
waa  80  extreme  that  I  woold  not  waive  it,  erea 
if  t!H  If  was  a  general  consent  to  the  moapuro 
hy  .'ill  till"  i^Uitcs  of  '-no  Uaion.  I  rejilieil.  in  my 
Orst  letter  to  Alabama,  that,  personully,  1  liad 
no  objection  to  Annexation.  I  thouglit  that  my 
meaninr  was  sufDaently  oMons,  toat  I  had  no 
persouU,  individual,  or  private  motivcH  for  op- 
j'0.sing,  as  I  have  none  for  espousintr.  the  mcv- 
8ure — my  judgment  being  alio(|ceth<  r  intluwueed 
by  genorai  and  political  oooaidenitions,  which 
haT««Tw  been  the  gidde  ofagrpubUofiaBdiMt'* 
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The  Presidential  canvass  of  1844 
bad  been  not  onlv  the  most  arduous 
but  the  most  equal  of  anj  that  the 
country  had  ever  known,  with  the 
possible  exception  of  that  of  1800. 
The  dedaon  of  Uadiaon  in  1812,  of 
Jackson  in  1828,  and  of  Havrison  in 
1840,  h:ul  })r<>bably  been  contested 
with  equal  s])irit  and  eaergj;  but 
the  disparity  of  forces  in  either  case 
"was,  to  the  intelligent,  iuj]»artial  ob- 
server, quite  <)])vit»us.    In  tlie  eon- 
test  of  1844,  on  the  contrary,  the 
battle  raged  with  uniform  fdry  from 
eztrame  KcHrth  to  furthest  Sonth— 
Maine  and  Kew  Ilampehire  voting 
stronglj  for  Polk,  while  Tennessee 
(his  own  State)  went  against  him  by 
a  small  majority,  and  Louisiana  wa^ 
carried  against  Clay  only  by  fraud, 
and  by  a  majority  of  less  than  pevcn 
hundred    in    nearly  twenty-sevtii 
thousand  voles.    Up  to  the  appear- 
ance of  llr.  day's  lackless  Alabama 
letter,  he  seemed  quite  likely  to  car- 
ry' ever}'  great  Free  State,  including 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  In- 
diana.   Not  till  the  election  (October 
8)  of  Shunk,  the  Dcmoeratie  candi- 
date for  Ciuvornor  of  Pennsylvania, 
by  ltK),7r»y  votes  to  15t),5G2  f«»r  his 
Clay  competitor,  Markle,   did  the 
chances  for  PoHi:  seem  decidedly 
I^onusing ;  had  Harkle  reoeiTed  the 
foil  Tote  (161,208)  polled,  some  thfee 
weeks  later,  for  Clay  himsdf,  the 
electoral  votes  of  Fennsylvauia,  New 
York,  Indiana,  and  Louisiana,  would 
probably  have  been  east  for  the  lat- 
ter, jn^iving  liiin  185,  and  leaving 
antagoni.-t  but  90.    As  it  was,  with 
Pennsylvania  carried  for  Polk  at  the 
State   Election,  ihe  vote  of  no 
less  than  fourteen  of  the  twenty- 
eight  States,  choosing  166  of  the  275 
3Slecton,  was  doubtful  np  to  the 


eveninfj  al^er  the  election.  So  close 
a  Presidential  race  was  and  remains 
Nvitliout  parallel.  Mr.  ('lay  had  the 
ardent  support  of  a  deeided  majority 
of  the  natiTe*bom  voters,  as  well  as 
of  those  who  could  read  the  ballots 
they  east— of  all  who  had  either  prop- 
erty  or  social  consideration,  and 
probably  of  all  who  bad  a  legal  right 
to  vote.  But  the  baleful  "  Nativism'' 
which  had  just  broken  out  in  the 
great  cities,  and  had  been  made  the 
occasion  of  riot,  devastation,  and 
bloodshed  in  Philadelphia,  had 
alanned  the  fbreign-bom  population, 
and  thrown  them  almost  unanimous- 
ly  into  the  ranks  of  his  advenanes; 
si>  that,  estimating  the  vote  cast  by 
Adopted  or  to-l)e  Adopted  Citizens 
at  Haifa  Million,  it  is  nearly  certain 
that  four  hundred  and  se\enty-five 
thousand  of  it  wjis  cast  for  I'olk — not 
with  special  intent  to  aimex  Texas, 
bat  in  older  to  defisat  and  prostrate 
KativiBni.  Under  other  anspices^ 
Mr.  Clay's  portion  of  this  vote  could 
hardly  have  been  less  than  a  fifth. 


The  election  of  Polk  secured  the 
innnediate  Annexation  of  Texas. 
That  event  would  probably  have 
taken  place  at  some  future  day,  had 
Mr.  Van  Bursn  or  Mr.  OUty  been 
chosen,  as  their  avowala  fhlly  indica- 
ted. Bnt  Mr.  Polk  was  the  outspok- 
en, unequivocal  champion  of  Annex- 
ation forthwith — Annexation  in  defi- 
ance of  Mexieo — Annexation  regr-d- 
less  of  her  protc-t  and  the  existing 
"War — Annexation  with  our  unjustifi- 
able claim  to  the  boundary  of  the  Rio 
Grande  ready  to  oonvwt  the  dangw 
of  war  with  Mexico  into  a  certainty 
— Annexation  in  defiance  of  the  sua 
ceptibHities  and  oonvictions  of  the 
more  ccmscientiouB  and  oonaidenite 
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half  of  the  ])i)pulation  of  the  Free 
States  a:^  to  tinj  evil  and  peril,  the 
g:iiilt  uml.-li:uuc  of"  cxtondiiig  and  for- 
tilVing  IS  la  very  hy  the  power  and  un- 
der thd  flag  of  OUT  Union.  No  matter 
what  the  People  nMon^by  elenting  him 
PMudent-^ey  had  Toied  witih  iheir 
eyes  open  ;  and  he,  whUe  equivocat- 
in«;;*:i;Hl  di-4-cnibling  on  the  Tariff 
question,  hud  been  frank  and  open 
on  this.  XcM*  had  the  ruling  purpose 
■with  which  the  acquisition  of  Textis 
was  pursued  beeu  disgui-sed  by  its 
champions.  "  It  will  give  a  Gibraltar 
to  the  StnUk^  said  Qt&L  James  Ham- 
ilton, jr.,  of  S.  0.,  an  eminent  disci- 
ple of  Calhoun,  who  liad  migrated 
from  South  (Carolina  to  Texas,  and 
taken  a  leading  part  in  her  affairs,  in 
furtherance  of  the  ])rnject.  Such 
was  the  drift  of  Southern  inculca- 
tion on  this  subject;  and  the  coloni- 
zing,  the  revolutionizing,  and  the  an- 
nexing of  the  coveted  region,  were 
bat  three  acts  in  the  same  drama,  and 
all  the  work  of  *  the  South.*  When 
a  Tennessee  slaveholder  andnnflinch- 
ing  devotee  of  the  Slave  Power,  well 
known  as  an  euniest  and  self-pro- 
claimed Annexationist,  had  been 
chosen  President,  and  thus  invest- 
ed with  the  Executive  power  and 
patronage  of  the  BepnbUe  for  the 
fimr  years  ensoing,  the  speeify  and 


*  WitDcsH  the  ibUinnDg  letter: 

"CoLcxau,  TniH^  JIum  19,  is-u. 

Deaii  Si  It: — I  hare  recently  received  several 
letters  in  reft  renceto  my  opinions  on  the  subjfct 
of  the  Tarill*  and  nmou>;  otlir  rs  j-inirs  of  the  1  oili 
ultimo.  My  opibiona  ou  this  Miliject  have  been 
cften  given  t>>  tlio  public.  They  are  to  be  found 
in  my  public  acta,  and  in  the  public  diaciMaioM 
in  which  I  have  participated. 

"  I  am  in  favur  of  a  Tarifl'  for  revenue,  such 
a  ooe  as  will  yield  a  PufTiciont  nmwnt  to  the 
TVeMOiy  to  defray  the  exi^nscn  of  ( iovomment 
eooBomiciily  adminietered.  In  adjuHting  the  do- 
taita  <^  a  revenue  TariiT,  I  have  lieretotbro  Kano 
liuiied  jiU'  h  nio<lerat>j  di^criiiiiiintin;,'  duties,  uri 
would  produce  the  amount  of  revenue  needed, 
mA  rtta»  ■■ne  time  >fflHd  nwiKmWe  iooidental 


complete  triumph  of  the 
was  rendered  inevituble. 
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Air.  Tyler  wa>i  btill  President,  v,  ith 
John  C  Calhoun  as  Secretary  ol' State, 
and  wonld  bo  remain  until  the  4th  of 
March.  On  ihe  first  Monday  in 
December,  the  Twenty-Eighth  C!on> 
gress  reassembled,  and  ihe  Ptasident 
laid  btjfore  it,  among  others,  a  dia- 
patch  from  Mr.  Calhoun,  dated  Au- 
•rust  ll>,  ISJrl,  to  Hon.  William  R, 
Kiiiir,  our  Minister  at  Paris,  instruct- 
ing him  to  represent  to  the  French 
Guvernnient  the  advantages  and  the 
necessity  of  Annexation  on  many 
groands,  but  especially  on  that  of  ito 
tendency  to  uphold  Slavery,  primari- 
ly in  Texas  itself,  but  "  ultimately  in 
the  United  States,  and  throughout  the 
whole  of  this  continent."  Mr.  Calhoun 
assumed  that  Great  Britain  was  intent 
ou  Abolition  generally;  that  she  had 
destroyed  her  own  West  India  Colo- 
nies in  a  fadle  attempt  to  combine 
philanthropy  with  profit  and  power,  as 
is  not  tmosoal  with  fknaticiBm and 
that  she  was  now  employing  all  lier 
diplomacy  and  influence  to  drag 
down,  fii-t  Texas,  then  tlic  residue 
of  this  continent,  to  her  own  degra- 
ded level.    Savs  Mr.  Cullioun  : 

"In  order  to  regain  her  superiorly,  she 
not  only  seeks  to  revive  snd  Increase  her 


protection  to  our  home  Industry.  I  am  oppojied 
to  a  Tariff  for  protection  merdij,  and  not  for  i 


enue.      »      •      •      •      •  * 
"  In  my  judfnnent,  it  if  the  dutf  of  the  Gor- 

emmeiit  to  e.\t»iul.  aa  far  as  it  maybe  practi- 
cable to  do  po,  by  it-<  ri-voniie  laws  and  all  other 
means  within  its  power,  fair  aiiil  just  protection 
to  all  the  great  interesta  of  the  wtiole  Union, 
embracing  atnioaltnro^  manofbetaree,  and  the 
mechanic  arts,  commerce,  and  navigation.  I 
heartily  approve  the  rcr-i>liitions  upon  this  sub- 
ject as  pa.sse<i  by  the  Dmiio'  ratio  National  Ooi^ 
yention,  late^  asaembled  at  iialtimore. 

**!  am  witb  great  respect, 
"Dear  Sir.  ..  Mt-.r  oh't  scrv't, 
"Jamks  K.  Folk. 


Digitized  by  Google 


170 


THl  AMIRIOAV  OOKVLIOT. 


own  oapici^  to  f roduoe  tropkwl  prodno- 
tions,  bntto  ^mhiidi  and  desbvy  the  capa- 
city of  those  who  have  sr>  fur  outstripped 
her  in  oonaeqaence  of  her  error.   In  pursuit 
of  the  former,  the  has  cast  her  eyes  to  her 
Kast    Iinlia   itossessions  —  to   central  and  ' 
eastern  Al'riea — with  the  view  of  eetablish- 
injr  colonies  there,  and  even  to  restore,  sub- 
8taiiTi;ilIy,  tla^  Slave-Trado  itself,  under  the 
specious  uanio  of  tnuisporting  free  labor- 
ers from  Afirica  to  her  West  India 
pions,  in  order,  if  }>08«ilile,  to  compete  sno- 
cesslully  with  those  who  have  relu&ed  to  j 
follow  her  enicidal  policy.     Hut  these  all 
afford  bat  nncertain  and  distant  hopes  of  , 
recovering  her  lost  superiority.    Her  main  [ 
reliance  is  on  the  other  aiterimtive — to  crip- 
ple or  destroy  the  productions  of  her  sue 
eemfol  riTala.    There  19  bat  one  way  by 
which  it  can  bo  dune,  ami  that  i>,  hy  uliol- 
ishing  African  Sluvery  ttiroughout  this  con- 
tinent: and  that  she  openly  avows  to  be  the 
constant  object  of  her  policy  and  exertions. 
It  matters  not  how,  or  trom  what  motive, 
it  may  b«  done — whether  it  be  done  bj 
dii)loniacy,  influence,  or  force;  Ity  secret  or 
open  means;  and  whether  tlie  motive  be 
homane  or  selflah,  vithont  re;;ard  to  man- 
ner, means,  or  motive.    The  thing  itself^ 
should  it  be  accomplished,  would  put  down 
all  rivalry,  and  give  hor  the  undisputed  su- 
premao/  in  supplying  her  own  wants  and 
those  of  the  iwt  or  tlie  world ;  and  thereby 
more  than  fully  retrieve  what  she  lost  by  her 
errors.   It  would  give  her  the  monopoly  of  , 
tro{de«l  prodaotlons,  whieh  I  shall  next  pro-  j 
oeed  to  show. 

"What  would  be  the  consequence,  if  this 
object  of  her  unceasing  solicitude  and  exer- 
tions .should  be  efiected  by  the  abolition  of 
Negro  ISlavery  throughout  this  continent? 
Some  idea  may  be  formed  from  the  innnetisc 
diminution  of  pro(lucti()n3,  as  has  been 
shown,  which  has  followetl  abolition  in  her 
West  India  possessions.  But,  as  great  as 
that  has  been,  it  is  nothing  compared  with 
what  would  be  Die  effect.  If  she  should  suc- 
ceed in  abolishing  Slavery  in  tlie  I'nited 
States.  Cuba,  Hrazil,  and  throughout  this 
continent.  The  experiment  in  her 'own 
colonies  was  made  under  the  most  favor- 
able circumstances,  it  whs  brought  about 
eradoally  and  peaceably  by  the  steady  and 
firm  operation  of  the  parent  country,  armed 
with  complete  power  to  prevent  or  crush  at 
once  all  insurrectionary  n:  .  nts  on  the 
part  of  the  negroes,  and  n\''.v  an'l  di-jiosed 
to  maintain,  to  the  full,  tiie  itolilieal  and 
eooial  ascendency  of  the  former  masters 
over  their  fortner  slaves.  It  is  not  at  ail 
wonderful  that  the  »  hange  of  the  relations 
of  master  and  slave  took  place,  under  such 
circnmstances,  without  violence  and  blood- 
ahed,  and  that  order  and  peace  should  have 


been  since  preserred.  Very  differ«it  would 
be  the  result  of  Abolition  should  It  be  effeefe- 

ed  by  her  iiitbience  and  exertions  in  the  pos- 
sessions of  other  countries  on  this  conUnent 
— and  specially  in  the  United  States,  Cuba, 

and  Brazil,  the  great  ctdtivators  of  the  prin- 
cipal tropical  products  of  America.  To  form 
a  correct  conoeptloa  of  what  would  be  the 
result  with  them,  we  must  look,  not  to  Ja- 
maica, but  to  St.  Domingo,  for  example. 
The  change  would  be  followed  by  unforgiv- 
ing hate  between  the  two  races,  aial  end  in 
a  bloody  and  deadly  struggle  between  them 
for  the  superiority.  One  or  the  other  would 
have  to  be  subjugated,  extirpated,  or  expell- 
ed; and  desolation  would  overspread  their 
territories,  jis  in  St.  r)omingo,  from  which 
it  would  take  centuries  to  recover.  The  end 
would  be,  that  the  superiority  in  enltivating 
the  great  tropical  staples  would  bo  trans- 
ferred from  them  to  the  British  tropical 
possesions. 

"  These  are  of  vast  extent,  and  those  be- 
yond the  Cape  of  tiood  Hope,  possessed  of 
an  unlimited  amount  of  la!<(<r,  standil^ 
ready,  by  the  aid  of  liritish  capital,  to  sup- 
ply the  deticit  whic  h  would  be  occasioned 
by  destroying  the  tropical  productions  of 
the  United  States,  Cuba,  Brazil,  and  otlier 
oountries  cultivated  by  Slave  labor  on  this 
continent,  as  soon  as  the  increased  prices,  in 
consequence,  would  yield  a  profit  It  is  the 
snooeesftil  competition  of  that  labor  which 
keeps  the  prices  of  the  great  troiiieal  >ta[)Ie8 
so  low  as  to  prevent  tn«r  cultivation  with 
profit  in  the  possessions  of  Oreat  Britain, 
by  what  she  is  pleo-sed  to  cail  tree  labor. 

"  If  she  C4in  destroy  its  competition,  she 
would  have  a  monopoly  of  these  produc- 
tions. She  has  all  the  means  of  furnishing 
an  unlimited  sup[)ly — vast  and  tertilo  posses- 
sions in  both  indies,  boundless  command 
of  capital  and  labor,  and  ample  power  to 
suppress  disturbances  and  preserve  order 
throughout  her  wide  domain. 

*'It  is  unquestionable  that  she  regards 
abolition  in  Texas  as  a  most  important  step 
toward  this  great  object  of  policy,  so  much 
the  aim  of  her  solicitude  and  exertions;  and 
the  defeat  of  the  Annexation  of  Texas  to  our 
Tnion  as  indispensable  to  the  abolition  of 
Slavery  there,  hhe  is  too  sagacious  not  to 
see  what  a  fatal  blow  it  would  give  to  fflav- 
ery  in  the  United  titates,  and  how  certainly 
its  abolition  with  us  will  abolish  it  over  tlie 
whole  continent,  and  t;i>  r.  :.y  -^lyo  her  a 
monopoly  in  the  i)roilurtinn  ol'  the  great 
tropical  staples,  and  the  command  of  Uto 
commerce,  navigation,  and  manufactures  ci 
the  world,  with  an  ostsiblished  naval  ascen- 
dency and  politiciU  prej)onderanco.  To  this 
continent,  the  blow  would  be  calamitous  be» 
yond  description.  It  would  destroy,  in  a 
great  measure,  the  cultivation  and  produc- 
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tioa  of  the  great  troptoal  staples,  amonnting 
annnaUy  in  value  to  nearly  $300,000,000.  the 
fund  which  stimulates  uiid  upholds  almost 
every  other  branch  of  its  induatry,  oom- 
merce,  navigation,  and  momiiiustiiree.  The 
whole,  by  their  juiiit  inthienco.  are  rapidly 
•preadiug  pouulatiuu,  wealth,  improvenjent, 
and  olvllizanoB,  over  the  whole  oontiiient, 
and  vivifyiri'.',  by  tlieir  overflow,  the  indus- 
try of  Europe,  thereby  increasing  its  popu- 
lalioa.  wealth,  and  ndvuncementln  the  arts, 

in  power,  and  in  civnlization. 

"Such  njU-st  be  the  result,  should  Great 
Britain  rac«eed  in  accompliHhing  the  coa- 
st'int  objfct  of  her  desire  and  exertions — 
the  Al>oUtion  of  N'epro  Slavery  over  thit» con- 
tinent—and  toward  the  etfecting  of  which 
she  regards  the  defeat  of  the  Annexation  of 
Texas  to  our  L'nion  as  so  important ** 

Such  were  the  ^'rounds  on  vvliieh 
France  was  asked  to  i'ive  lier  svmpa- 
tli^-  and  moral  support  to  tlie  Anuex- 
ation  of  Tew  to  tliiB  ooantrj. 

On  the  19th  of  December,  Mr. 
John  B.  Weller,  of  Ohio,  by  leave, 
introduced  to  tlie  House  a  joint  re- 
solve, providing  tor  tlie  Annexation 
of  Texas  to  the  ITniteil  States  ;  which 
was  Bent  to  the  Committee  of  the 
whole.  Mr.  John  P.  Hale,  of  New 
Hampshire,  then  also  a  Democrat, 
propoiBed  (January  10,  1845),  an 
amendment,  as  foUowB: 

**  Provided,  That,  imnediatelr  after  the 
oiMBtion  of  boundary  between  the  rnite<I 
States  of  America  and  Mexico  shall  have 
been  definitively  eetCted  by  tbe  two  govern- 
ments, and  before  any  State  formed  ont  of 
the  territory  of  Texas  shall  be  admitte<l  into 
the  Union,  the  said  territoi  v  at  l  exas  shall 
be  divided  as  follows,  to  wit :  beginning  at 
a  point  on  the  Gnlf  of  Mexico  midway  be- 
tween the  Xortiiern  and  Soutiiern  bounda- 
ries thereof  on  the  coast;  and  thence  by  a 
line  mnnin^'  in  a  northworteriy  direction  to 
the  extreme  boundary  thereof,  so  as  to  divide 
tbe  same  as  nearly  as  possible  Into  two  equal 
parte,  and  In  that  poition  of  the  said  terri- 
tory lyirifr  fonth  and  west  of  the  line  to  be 
mn  a»  utbrcitaid,  there  shall  bo  neither  Sla- 
very nor  involuntary  servitude,  otherwise 
than  in  tlie  punishment  of  crimes  wliereof 
tlie  party  siiall  have  been  duly  convicted. 

"  And  vrovidfd  further,  That  this  pro- 
vision sliail  1>e  con.-ildLred  as  a  compact  be- 
tween the  people  ul  the  United  btatos  and 


tiie  people  of  the  said  territory,  and  forever 
remain  unalterable,  onleas  by  the  oonaentof 
thrae-ibartha  qf  tlw  Statoaof  tha  Union." 

Mr.  Hale's  motion  that  the  roles 
be  suspended,  to  enable  him  to  oiler 
this  proposition,  w&s  defeated — Yeas 
92  (not  two-thirds)  to  Nays  81.  Mr. 
Charles  J.  IngersoU,  of  Pa.,  rejxjrted 
(Jan.  12),  from  the  Coniiuittce  on 
Foreign  AtTairs  a  joint  resolve  in  fa- 
vor of  Annexation,  which  was  sent 
to  the  Oommittee  of  the  Whole 
Jannary  26th,  the  debate  was 
bron^t  to  a  close,  and  the  following 
joint  resolution  adopted — that  por- 
tion rehitinff  to  Slavery  lumni;  been 
added  in  Committoe,  <>tj  motion  of 
Mr.  Miltou  Brown  (Whig),  of  Tea- 
ne^tsee : 

I£e*ohed,  by  the  Senate  and  Jlontc  of 
Seprei<enta>ire$  iu  Oongrem  tmsembled.  ThiiA 
Congress  doth  consent  tii  it  the  territory 
|)ropcrly  included  in,  and  rightfully  belong- 
ing to,  the  Bepnblic  of  Texaa^  may  be  erect- 
ed into  a  new  State,  to  be  called  the  State 
of  Texas,  with  a  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment, to  bo  a<loj»ted  by  the  people  of  said 
Repnblio,  by  depotietin  Ooovention  assem- 
bled,  with  the  oonaent  of  the  existing  gov- 
eminent,  in  order  that  the  same  nmv  bo  ad* 
mitted  as  one  of  tbe  States  of  this  Union. 

•^fl.  And  he  it  >rt«0r  twolrMl,  That  tha 
forgoing  ronneiit  of  (^iiiirress  in  given  on 
the  foUowin;;  (drlditiuu^i,  and  with  the  fol- 
lowing guaniiiteeH,  to  wit : 

"First.  Said  State  to  bo  fonne<l,  suhjoct 
to  the  ai^ustment  by  tliis  Government  of  all 
qaeationa  of  boandary  that  may  arise  with, 
other  governments;  nnd  the  Constitution 
thereof,  with  the  proper  evidence  of  its 
adoption  by  the  people  of  s.-tid  lieffublio  of 
Texas,  shall  be  transmitted  lo  tbe  President 
of  ttie  United  States,  to  be  hud  before  Con- 
gress for  its  final  action,  on  or  hefoira  the 
let  day  of  January,  1846. 

"Second.  Said  State,  when  admitted  hito 
the  I'nion,  after  <  edin;r  to  the  United  States 
all  public  edifices,  fortifications,  borrai^ks, 
ports  and  barbora,  nary  and  navy  yards, 
d«>ck8,  magazines,  arms,  annanient.4,  and  all 
other  property  and  means  iK.Tt<iiniug  to  the 
public  defense,  belonging  to  the  said  Kepiib- 
lic  of  Texas,  shall  retain  all  tbe  piildio  funds, 
debts,  tiixe.s,  and  dues  of  every  kind,  which 
may  belong  to.  or  be  due  or  owing  said  Re- 
public ;  and  shall  also  retain  all  the  vacant 
and  unappropriated  lands,  lying  within  its 
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liiuits,  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the 
debts  aud  liabilities  of  said  Repablio  of 
Texas ;  and  the  residue  of  said  lands,  after 
dist'liiii^inff  said  debts  aitd  liabilities,  to  be 
disiposcd  uf  as  suid  State  may  direct ;  bat  in 
fioxrveiit  are  suid  debt-s  and  liuliilities  to  be- 
come a  cbarffe  apoiAlie  United  States* 

**  Third.  New  States,  of  eonvenfent  size, 
not  exi  i-e<ling  fntir  ii»  iiuimIkt,  in  a<Miti<tn 
to  Kuid  i)tate  tif  Texas,  and  Laving  sutiicient 
population,  may  hereafter,  by  the  connent 
of  saitl  Stato,  be  furiiK-d  <mt  of  tlio  t.  rrilory 
tliereut',  which  shall  be  eittitle<l  to  u(lniis.siun, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution. And  such  Stat  i  s  as  may  be  formed 
out  of  that  portion  of  saiid  territory 
aoxnh  of  thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes 
of  North  latitude,  commonly  known  as  tlie 
UitMouri  Compromise  line,  shall  he  adiiiilled 
intothu  Union  with  or  without  J^lavery.  a.s 
the  people  of  each  State  asking  admission 
may  desire ;  and  in  such  State  or  States  as 
may  be  formed  out  of  territory  nortii 
of  mid  Missouri  Compromise  line,  Slavery 
or  involnntary  servitQae  (exo^t  for  orime) 
shall  ho  prohibited." 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Brown  waa 
adopted  by  Yeas  118  to  Nays  101 — 
tLo  Yeas  consistinj;  of  114  Democrats 
aii<l  4  Southern  Whij^s  {iis  yet) — 
Milton  Brown,  of  Tenne;i>ee  ;  Jamo?; 
Dellet,  of  Alabama;  Duncan  L. 
dinch  and  Atexander  Stephens,  of 
Geoi^a.  The  Kajs  were  78  Whigs 
and  23  Democrats  (from  Free  States), 
amoni;  tliein,  Hannibal  Hamlin, 
John  P.  Male,  Preston  King,  George 
Rathbun,  and  Jacob  Brinckerhotf — 
Biiioo  known  aA  Republicans.  T\\e 
joint  resolve,  as  thus  amended,  j)a.<sed 
the  House  by  Yejis  120  to  Nays  98— 
the  division  being  Bubstautially  as 
before. 

In  the  Senate,  this  resolve  was 
taken  np  for  action,  Febmaiy  24th ; 
and,  on  the  2tth,  Mr.  Foster  (Whig), 
of  Tenneasee,  proposed  the  following : 

"jHf7  proTvhd  furtlu  r.  That,  In  fixinj;  the 
terms  and  cou<iitions  uf  such  admitwion,  it 
diall  be  expressly  fltipnlated  and  declared, 
that  the  State  of  Texas,  and  sm-li  other 
IStatctt  as  may  be  formed  out  of  that  portion 
of  the  present  territory  lyinff  sonth  uf 
thirty-six  degrees  thirty  iniiintos  north 
latitude,  oommouly  known  oa  the  Mi^uri 
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Compromise  line,  shall  be  admitted  into  the 
Union  with  or  without  Slavery,  as  the  peo- 
ple of  ea<  h  State,  so  herealter  askiii;;  achiiis- 
sion,  tuay  desire:  And  vrotid^l  jurtheT' 
vutre.  That  it  sliall  be  also  stipulated  and 
declared  that  tlic  pnhhc  debt  of  Texa>  shall 
in  no  event  become  a  charge  upon  the  Gov- 
ernment of  ths  United  StstOB.'V 

This  was  voted  down,  as  were  one 
or  two  kindred  propositioiiB.  Mr. 

!MilK'r  (Whig),  of  New  Jersey,  moved 
to  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting 

clauw?,  and  insert  as  follows : 

"  That  tlie  President  of  t!ie  United  States 
be,  and  ho  bereliy  i»,  authorized  and  advised 
to  open  nogotiationB  witii  Mexico  and  Texas, 
for  the  a^joatment  of  their  boundaries,  and 
the  annexation  of  the  hitter  to  the  United 
States,  on  the  following  basis,  to  wit : 
"  I.  The  boundary  of  the  annexed  terri- 
I  tory  to  be  in  the  desort  prairie  west  of  the 
Nuectw,  and  alonj^  the  lil^rlilatids  ;m(i  iiniun- 
ttuu  hi|$hts  which  divide  tlie  waters  of  the 
Missiesippi  from  the  woten  of  the  Rio  del 
Norte,  and  to  latitude  forty-two  degrees 
north. 

II.  The  people  of  Texas,  by  a  legislative 
1  act,  or  hy  any  antlientic  act  which  shows  the 
will  of  the  majority,  to  expresa  their  at>i>eut 
to  said  annexation. 

"III.  A  State,  to  bo  called  'the  State  of 
Texiui.'  with  boundaries  fixed  by  herself, 
and  extent  not  exceediiifi;  the  lar^rest  State 
of  ibe  Union,  to  beudiuitted  into  the  Union, 
by  virtne  of  this  act,  on  an  eqnal  footing 
with  the  orijjriiial  States. 

*'  1 V.  The  remainder  of  the  annexed  terri- 
tory, to  l>e  lield  and  disposed  of  by  th« 
United  States,  as  otic  of  their  Territories,  to 
be  called  ^  the  South-west  i  erritoiy.* 

**V.  The  existence  of  Slavery  to  1>efor> 
over  proliibited  in  the  iiDr  tlicrn  nnd  north- 
western part  of  su'nl  Territory,  west  of  the 
1  until  (le^'reo  of  lont^itude  west  from  Green- 
wich, HO  as  to  <lividc.  as  eijiially  as  may  bo, 
the  whole  of  tlte  annexed  eonntry  between 
slaveholding  and  uon-slaveholding  States. 

'*  V'l.  The  assent  of  Mexico  to  t>e  obtained 
by  treaty  to  such  annexation  and  boundary, 
or  to  be  di.'«penscil  with  when  the  TongreSB 
of  the  United  States  may  deem  such  as- 
sent to  lie  annecessary. 

"VII.  Other  details  of  the  annexation  tO 
be  adjusted  br  treaty,  so  far  as  tlie  same 
may  come  wiuiin  the  scope  of  the  treaty- 
making  power.'^ 

This  wa.s  rejected  by  11  Yea.-^ — all 
Whitrsfroin  Free  States — to  33  Navs. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Wiscon.sin,  moved 
to  add  to  the  House  prupotiitiou  aa 
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alternative  contemplatincj  nejjotia-  | 
tioii  as  a  nieans  <>t"  cffectin<j;  the  end  ! 
pro]><>>e<l :  an»l  this  was  carried  by  , 
27  Yeas,  to  i!5  iS'ays — tke  Nays  all  j 
Whiga.  The  measure,  as  thus  amend- 
ed, passed  the  Senate  by  Yeas  27 — 
all  tbo  Democrats  present  and  three 
Whig^,  uf  whom  two  thereupon 
turned  Democrats  —  to  26  JNays — 
all    Whicrs;*  and  the  proposition 
bein^  retume<l  to  the  Ilfuif^e,  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  was  con- 
curred in  by  134  Yeas  to  77  Nays — 
a  party  vote  :  so  the  Annexation  of 
Teias  waft  decreed,  in  the  following 
terms: 

**Re»ohefi.  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of 

Reprt^nt'itire*  of  the  United  Stale*  in  Con- 
gr«*9  astembied,  That  Congress  doth  consent 
fnat  the  territory  pniporly  included  within, 
and  riplitfully  bi  iu::u'inp  tn.  tlio  Itopublio  of 
Texas,  tnuy  be  erecie*!  into  a  uew  tit&te.  to 
be  enlled  the  Stafe  of  Turn,  with  a  repub- 
lican form  «'f  coveniiiicttt.  to  be  aibiptt-Ml  by 
the  people  of  said  reoubiic,  by  deputies  in 
Conventkm  aaaemblea.  with  the  consent  of 
the  existing  povcrmiiont,  in  order  that  the 
same  may  Iw  udniitte<l  as  one  of  the  States 
of  the  Union. 

"  Sec.  2.  Anfi  be  it  farther  remit  eil.  That 
the  foreg«»ing  consent  of  C'ongre.><8  is  given 
npon  the  following  conditional  and  wHh  the 
folio  wing  goaranteea,  to  wit: 

"jWwt.*  Said  State  to  be  fermed,  snbjeot 
to  the  adjustment  by  this  Governniont  ot  all 
qoeAtions  of  bounUory  that  may  arise  with 
other  governments;  and  the  Constitntion 
tliereof.  with  tlic  proper  evidence  of  its 
adoption  by  the  poplo  of  Kiid  Hcpultlic 
of  Texaa,  ahall  be  tranami'ted  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  I  nitcd  States,  tO  be  laid  before 
C>in;;re!<4  fur  its  tiit.tl  acUoo,  OQ  or  l>efore 
the  first  day  of  January,  one  thonaand  eight 
hand  red  and  forty  si.x. 

Second:  Said  State,  when  mlujitted  into 
the  f  'riiiin,  at'ter  (  ^Miiii;;  to  the  I'nited  States 
all  public  editiceit,  ibrtiticatioDa,  barraoka, 


forts  and  harbora,  navy  and  navy-yarda, 
dooka.  magazines,  arms,  armamenta,  and  idl 

otluT  jinifLTty  and  means  pertaining'  to  tlio 
public  defense  belonging  to  tbuiiaid  Kepublio 
of  Texas,  shall  retain  all  pablic  fnndit.  debts, 
tii.Kes,  and  dues  of  every  kind,  which  may 
belong  to,  or  be  due  o»owin?  said  IJcpub- 
lie;  and  shall  also  ret^un  all  the  vacant  or 
unappropriated  lands  lying  within  its  limits, 
to  be  applied  to  the  paymenr  of  tbe  debta 
and  liabilities  of  said  ll^  i  nl  lie  of  TexaBf 
and  the  residue  of  said  lauds,  after  dLsclior^ 
ing  said  debts  and  liabilities,  to  ho  disposed 
of  as  said  State  may  direct ;  but  in  no  event 
are  said  debta  and  liabilities  to  become  a 
charge  upon  the  United  Statea. 

■■  Third.  New  States  of  convenient  size, 
not  exceeding  four  in  number,  in  addition  to 
the  said  State  of  Teia^snd  having  saffioient 
popnlation,  may  hereafter,  by  tbe  consent  of 
said  State,  be  formed  out  of  i  be  territory 
thereof,  which  shall  be  entitle!  to  adinissioa 
under  the  provisif)ns  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution ;  and  such  States  as  may  be  formed 
out  of  that  portion  of  saitl  territory  lying 
south  of  thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes 
north  latitude,  commordy  kn<)\rn  as  the 
Missouri  Compromise  line,  shall  bo  admit- 
ted into  tbe  rnioa  with  or  withoat  Slavery, 
OS  the  people  of  eaeh  State  salting  admission 
may  desire.  And  in  sudi  S  a  e  or  "^t.ites  as 
shall  be  formed  out  of  said  territory  non  h  of 
said  Mlaaonri  Compromise  line,  Slavery  or 
involnntary  servitude  (except  for  cnnie) 
shall  be  prohibited. 

[walkkb's  amespmext — AnnKn.] 
Arui  he  itfirther  revolted.  That  if  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall,  in  his 
judgment  and  diaoretion,  deem  it  must  ad- 
visable, instead  of  proceeding  to  submit  the 
foregoing  resolutions  to  the  Hejiui'Iic  of 
Texas,  as  an  ovortare  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  f  t  admission,  to  negotiate 
with  that  J'epntilic;  then. 

^  Be  it  rewlreily  That  a  State  to  be  f-  'fm- 
cd  out  of  the  present  Kepnblio  of  lexsi^ 
with  .suitable  extent  and  bouiid.-.ries.  and 
with  two  represenl.if iv.;s  in  (  onirre^s.  until 
the  next  apport'onm.  nr.  of  representation, 
shall  bo  admitted  into  the  Union  \<y  virtue 
of  this  act,  on  an  espial  footin;r  v.  itli  the 
e.\isting  States,  as  -ioon  ns  the  tenns  and 
oonditioua  of  such  admission,  aud  the 


'  On  the  final  vote  in  the  Senate,  iho  Yeas 
— for  the  Propoaiiion  ns  amended — wore  as  fol- 
lows— the  luimes  in  itaiiai  being  thoseof  Whigs: 

Messra.  Allen,  Ashley,  Atchison,  Atherton, 

Bngby,  Benton.  Breeso,  Buchanan,  (Jolquitt, 
IMckiuson,  I>ix,  Fairti»  Ui,  Tiannt»pin,  Flaywoo*!, 
He^'drr  on.  Hu^^  r,  Ji>!,^,'n-^,  I/  wi-.  MeDuffle, 
Merrick,  Kiles.  Semple.  Sevier,  Sturgeon,  Tappan, 
WaDDsr,  Woodbofj^T. 


The  }sk'n—ttgaaut  the  propoaed  Annezadon 

— were  : 

Messrs.  Archer,  Barrow.  Bates,  Bayard.  Ber- 
rien, Choate,  Cluyton,  Crittenden,  Diiyton,  Kvaiis, 
Foster,  KrnncK,  Himtingtou,  Jiiru^KHi.  Mangiim, 
Miller,  Mort  head,  Peur(»,  IMielns.  I'oner,  Rivea^ 
Simmons.  I'phnm.  Wiiito,  Woadiirui^re — '25. 
YxAS :  From  Free  States,  la ;  SUvo  States,  14. 
SAlSt    "      «       •«     12.     «        "  U. 
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oeflsion  of  the  remaining  Texan  territnrj 
to  the  United  States.  Bh&fl  1>e  agreed  upon 
hj  the  Govemmenli  of  Texaa  and  the  Didted 
States. 

snm 

of  one  Iiiitiilrt'tl  thonsand  dolliirs  l>e,  and  the 
same  U  herebj'.  appropriated  to  defray  the 
ezpenaes  of  mianona  and  negntUitiona,  to 
agree  upon  the  terms  of  said  adinissinn  and 
cession,  either  by  treaty  to  bo  8nbniitte<l  to 
the  Senate,  or  by  articles  to  be  snbtnitted  to 
the  t^'o  Homee  of  Oongreai,  m  the  Preaident 
may  direct 

Approved,  Haieh  8, 1845.** 

President  Tvler  iinmediatelv,  on 


This  complete  triumph  of  Annexa- 
tion, oven  before  the  inang^iration  of 
Mr.  Polk,  was  hailed  with  exultation 
throughout  the  South,  and  received 
with  profound  Benaatioii  and  concern 
at  the  North.  It  ezdted,  mofeoTer, 
some  snrpriae ;  a8»  three  days  before 
it  ooenrred,  itB  defeat  for  that  seeeion 
appeared  almost  certain.  Mr.  Bag- 
by,  a  Democratic  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama, positively  declared  from  his 
Beat  that  he  would  not  Rupjxnt  it; 


the  last  day  of  his  tenn,  rendered    while  the  opposition  ol' Messrs.  iles, 


the  Walker  ameudnient  nugatory  by 
dispatching  a  messenger  to  Texas  to 
secure  her  aaeent  to  Annexation,  pare 
and  simple ;  and  thus  the  triumph  of 
the  measure  was  secured. 

The  pretext  or  show  of  compromise 
with  respect  to  Slavery,  by  a  partition 
of  t<jrritorv,  was  one  of  tlic  wor>t  fea- 
turea  of  this  most  olticctionaMe  mea- 
Buro.  So  much  of  Texas  as  lay  north 
of  the  parallel  of  36«'  30'  north  lati- 
tude was  thereby  allotted  to  Free 
labor,  when  Texas  had  never  eon- 
trolled,  and  did  not  at  that  moment 
possess,  a  .single  acre  north  of  that 
parallel,  nor  for  two  hundred  miles 
Bonth  of  it.  All  the  territory  claim- 
ed by  lier  north  of  that  line  was  New 
Mexico,  whicli  had  never  been  for  a 
■week  under  the  Hag  of  Texas.  Wliile 
seeming  to  curtail  and  circumacribe 
Slavezy  north  of  the  above  parallel, 
this  measure  really  extended  it  north- 
ward to  that  parallel,  which  it  had 
not  yet  approacli*  1,  under  the  flag 
of  Texas,  within  hundreds  of  miles. 
Lut  the  chief  end  of  this  sham  com- 
promise w;us  the  involving  of  Con- 


of  Connecticut,  Dix,  of  New  York, 
and  Benton,  of  Missouri,  was  deemed 
invincible;  but  the  Alabamian  was 
tamed  by  private,  but  nnquestionap 

ble,  intimations, ^at  it  would  not  be 
eiife  for  him  to  return  to  hie  own 

State,  nor  even  to  remain  in  "Wash- 
ington,  if  his  vote  should  defont  the 
darling  project ;  and  tlie  rcjtugiiance 
of  Messrs.  Niles,  Dix,  and  Benton, 
was  somehow  overcome — the  Walker 
amoidment  ser\'ing  as  a  pretext  for 
submission  to  the  party  behest,  when 
no  plausible  excuse  could  be  given. 
Mr.  Polk  was  already  in  Washing- 
ton, engaged  in  making  up  his  jew- 
els ;  and  he  had  very  freely  intima- 
ted that  no  man  wlio  opposed  Annex- 
ation should  receive  office  or  con- 
sideration at  his  hands.  Tlie  three 
Tylerized  Whigs  from  the  South, 
who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  had  not 
been  ooonted  on  as  opponents  of  the 
scheme. 

The  Democrats  of  the  North,  hav- 
ing elected  Mr.  Polk  after  a  de?per- 
ate  strncTErle,  and  being  intent  on  the 
imminent  distribution  of  the  sjuiils. 


press  and  the  country  in  an  indirect  miglit  regret  this  early  fruit  of  their 
indorsement  of  the  claim  of  Texas  to   triumph,  but  could  hardly  be  expect- 


the  entire  left  bank  of  the  Bio  Ghrande, 
from  its  mouth  to  its  Bouroe;  and  this 
was  effected. 


ed  openly  to  denoanoe  it;  Mr.  John 
P.  Hale,  of  New  Hampshire,  who  had 
evinced  (as  we  have  seen)  insnbor- 
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dination  in  the  Iloii^e,  and  wlio  Avas 
theu  the  reguhir  Democratic  noniinee 
for  the  next  House  in  tlie  election 
just  at  hiuid,  was  thrown  ofi'  the 
ticket  nnoeremomoiiflly,  aad  anotiher 
nominated  in  his  stead — ^who,  how- 
ever, fkUed  of  sncoeaB;  the  deetion 
leenlting  in  no  ch<  iro.  go  far  as  this 
seat  was  concerned.  Tliree  regular 
DemooratR  wore  elected  to  the  others. 
In  no  other  State  wa.s  there  any  o{>en 
and  I'orniidahk-  o]»position  manifested 
by  Democrats  to  this  sudden  consum- 
mation of  the  Texan  intrigne. 

The  Wh^  and  AbolitionisfeB  of 
the  Free  States,  of  coarse,  mnrmur- 
ed;  but  to  wliat  end?  "What  could 
thej  do  ?  The  new  Democratic  Ad- 
ministration  must  hold  the  reins 
for  the  ensuinc^  four  years,  and  its 
decided  a'^cendency  in  hoth  Houses 
of  the  next  Congrejss  was  already 
amply  secured.  Tliere  were  the 
nsnal  editorial  thnnderings ;  perhaps 
a  few  sermons,  and  lass  tiban  hall^ 
dosen  rather  thinly-attended  pnhlio 
meetings,  mainly  in  Manaehnsetts, 
whereat  ominous  whispers  may  have 
been  heard,  that,  if  tliinnrs  were  to 
go  on  in  this  way  much  lon<^er.  the 
IJniun  would,  or  should,  be  di^8olvcd. 
This  covert  menace  was  emphatically 
xehoked  by  Mr.  Bobert  O.  Winthrop, 
€£  Boston,  speaking  the  sentiment  of 
the  great  majority  of  leading  Whiga. 
**Our  country,  however  bounded,'' 
was  declared  by  him  entitled  to  his 
aUegianco,  and  tlio  c)bjcct  of  his  aifec- 
tions.  The  creat  majority,  even  of 
the  inurniun  rs,  went  on  with  their 
industry  and  their  trade,  their  pur- 
snitA  and  tlieir  aspirations,  as  though 

*"The  Mf^nm  taken  from  the  Southern 
8Mes  flhoald  be  retunwd  to  Hieir  owners,  or 

pnid  for  ,11  their  full  value.  If  thP30  ?lav<^H  wero 
oonridered  as  non-combatants,  they  ought  to  be 
1;  if  M  propeHj,  thsy  mugtA  to  be  paid 


nothing  of  special  moment  had  hap- 
pened. 

Yet  it  did  not  escape  the  regard 
of  keen  obserrers  that  onr  eonntiy 
had  placed  herself,  by  annexing 
Texas  nnder  the  ctrenmstanoes,  not 
merely  in  the  light  of  a  powerful  ag- 
gressor on  the  rights  of  neighboring 
heljilcssness,  but  of  a  champion  and 
propagandist  of  Slavery,  as  tlie  lit, 
benelicent  condition  of  tlie  producers 
of  tropical  and  semi-tropical  staples 
throughout  the  world.  The  dispatch 
of  Mr.  Calhoim  to  France,  with  one 
or  two  others  of  like  pniport,  aimed 
more  directly  at  England,  justified 
and  conunended  onr  designs .  on 
Texas  expressly  and  emphatically  on 
this  ground.  England,  he  argued, 
was  j)Iotting  the  extinction  of  Slave- 
ry throughout  the  Western  Hemis- 
phere. The  United  States  must 
cloteh  Texas,  or  she  would  soon  fidl 
a  prey  to  British  Intrigne  and  British 
influence — ^being  induced  therein  to 
emancipate  her  slaves  ;  thus  dealing 
a  damaging,  if  not  mortal,  blow  to 
Slavery  tliroughout  the  New  World. 
To  avert  this  Mow,  and  to  shield  the 
ti»>eial  and  industrial  system  which  it 
menaced,  were  the  chief  ends  of  An- 
nexation. 

Now,  it  was  not  literally  tme  that 
onr  country  was  thus  presented,  for 
the  finit  time,  in  the  qnestionaUe  at- 
titude of  a  champion  of  Slavery.  In 
our  last  treaty  of  ]>eace  with  Great 
Britain,  our  commissioners  at  Ghent, 
acting  under  special  instructions  from 
the  State  Department,*  had  adroitly 
bound  Great  Britain  to  return  to 


for."  This  stipulation  is,  moreover,  expressly 
mohided  **ifl  the  oonditiom  on  whidi  yon  are 

to       <  in  the  propo.aed  tK^otiations ''  /.'^//'■r 
0/  fnftrwtiong  from  Mr.  J^mroe,  Oecrdary  of 
ISA  JtaMMi^  1814. 
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US  such  slaves  as  had  csrajird  from 
our  coast  to  her  cruisers,  during  the 
progress  of  the  war/  And,  under 
this  treaty,  after  a  tedious  coiitroTer> 
S7,  Great  Britain— reAuing,  of  eoarse^ 
to  surrender  persons  who  had  fled 
from  her  enemies  to  her  protection — 
"Was  corrtpelled,  in  1818,  on  the  award 
of  Ah^xander  I.  of  Russia  to  pay  over 
to  us  no  k'ss  than  twelve  hundred 
thousand  dolhirs.  to  bedivided  aniong 
our  bereft  slavelioklers.  Before  this 
earn  was  received  (1826-7),  our  Gov- 
ernment had  made  application  to  the 
British  for  a  mutual  stipulation,  hj 
treaty,  to  return  fugitives  from  labor. 
But.  '    igh  Great  Britain,  through 


rangenient,  wherebj  furtive  dsvM,  who 
liave  taken  reAife  in  tlie  Canadian- nrovtoces 

of  that  Government,  may  be  siirrfndeml 
by  the  functionari*.-!*  tliereof  to  their  tu&a- 
tert,  upon  making  satist'uctury  proof  of  thdr 
ovneruiip  of  said  slaTes." 

A  Presidential  Election  was  then 

imminent,  and  neither  party  willing 
to  provoke  the  jealousy  of  the  Slave 
Power:  so  this  di?«c:ra('eful  resolve 
passed  the  House  without  a  division. 

In  1826,  Joel  U.  Poinsett,  our  Min- 
ister to  Mexico,  acting  under  inatruc- 
tions  from  Ur.  Olay,  negotiated  with 
the  Meiioan- Government  a  treaty  for 
the  mntnal  restoration  of  mnaway 
slaves,  but  the  Mexican  Senate  r^Or 
Bed  to  ratify  it.   In  1831  (January 


her  <-oii)nies,  was  then  a  slave-holding   3),  the  brig  Comet,  a  regular  slaver 


from  the  Distriet  of  Coluinhia.  on 
her  vova^c  to  New  Orleans,  with  a 
eargo  of  104  slaves,  was  lost  oil'  the 
island  of  Abaco.  The  slaves  were 
saved,  and  carried  into  New  Provi- 
dence, a  British  port,  whose  anthori> 
ties  immediately  set  them  at  Hl>f'rtv. 
And  in  1833  (February  4),  the  brig 
Encomium,  from  Charleston  to  New 
Orleans  with  45  slave>,  was  also 
that  "it  was  utterly  impossible  for  wreeked  near  Abaeo,  and  the  slaves, 
them  to  agree  to  t lie  stipulation  for    iu  like  manner,  carried  into  New 


nation,  slie  pereinyitorily  deeline<l  the 
proposed  ro<  i])rocity.  Tlie  fir-t  ap- 
plication for  such  a  nice  ariange- 
ment  was  made  by  Mr.  Gallaiiu,  our 
Minister  at  Ix>ndon,  under  instruc- 
tions from  Mr.  Clay,  as  Secretary  of 
State,  dated  June  19, 1826.  On  the 
5th  of  July,  1827,  Mr.  Gallatia  com- 
municated to  his  Government  the 
final  answer  of  the  British  Minister, 


the  surrender  of  fugitive  slaves and, 
when  the  application  was  renewed 
through  onr  next  Minister,  Mr. 
James  Barbour,  the  British  Minister 
conclunvely  replied  that  the  law  of 
Parliament  gives  freedom  to  every 
slave  who  effects  his  landing  on  Brit- 
ish ground.''  Yet  a  Democratic 
House  of  Ivepre?entatives,  in  1828, 
(May  10\  rcquest(^d  the  President 

To  open  a  negotiation  with  the  British 
Ooverninent,  in  tne  view  to  o1»tain  an  ar- 


Art.  I.  All  lerritory,  places,  and  pocsefl- 
■lonfl  wliatevcr.  taken  frutn  either  pertj  by  the 
other,  during  the  war,  or  which  may  be  taken 
•ftnr  the  siirning  of  thin  treaty,  shall  be  restored 
vrithout  ddaji  and  iriUiottt  mndag  mj  dt> 


Providence,  and  there  declared  free. 
In  Fehmaiy,  1^35,  the  Enterprise, 
another  slaver  from  the  Federsl  Dis- 
trict, proceeding  to  Charleston  with 
78  slaves,  was  driven  in  distress  into 
Bermuda,  where  the  slaves  were  im?- 
mediately  H.et  at  liberty.  After  l')ng 
and  camest  eilorti*  (»n  the  part  of  our 
Governnient,  the  British  Cabinet  re- 
luctantly con^^'nted  to  pay  for  the  car- 
goes of  the  Ck>met  and  Encomium, 
expressly  on  the  grounds  that  Slavery 

Btniction  or  tlie  oarrying  away  of  the  artillery, 
or  other  public  ])roperty  orujinaUy  captured  in 
said  fort.s  or  plaoen,  and  which  fhall  rsmaAi  np- 
oo  the  exchange  of  the  ntiftoatiODS  of  tbi»  tra» 
1y,  or  wuy^am,Qf  othsr  piivato  propsny." 
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Still  ensted  in  fhe  British  lITest  In- 
dies at  the  time  their  Blavea  were  lib- 

•  erated  ;  but  reiiised  to  pay  for  those 
of  the  Enterprise,  or  any  otlier  slaver 
that  might  he  hrought  on  Britii^h  soil 
subsequently  to  the  ]):issafro  of  her 
Emancipation  act.  Inii»ortunity  and 
menace  were  alike  exhausted  by  our 
diplomatiBts  down  to  a  recent  period, 
Imt  to  no  pur^HJse.  Great  Britain 
■tnbbomlj  refused  either  to  nnlte 
vnth  us  in  a  reciprocal  surrender  of 
fugitive  slaves  to  their  masters,  or  in 
paying  for  Buch  as,  by  their  own  ef- 
forts, or  thrniiij;!i  tlie  iiiterjiosition  of 
Providence,  niiixht  ciiicrire  from  Amer- 
ican boudam'  into  British  liberty. 

Our  repeated  inva-sions  of  Florida, 
while  a  Spanish  oolong,  our  porchase 
of  that  colony  from  Spain,  and  our 
unjust,  costly,  and  discreditable  wars 
upon  her  Aboriginal  tribes,  were  all 
pirompted  by  a  coneern  for  the  inter- 
ests and  seenrity  of  the  slaveholders 
of  Foutliern  Geor^^ia  and  Alabama, 
whose  chattels  wouLl  jiersist  in  fol- 
lowing each  other  out  of  Christian 
boDdi^  into  saviige  freedom.  Gen. 
Jackson,  in  1816,  wrote  to  Qen, 
Gsines  with  respect  to  a  fort  in 
Florida,  then  a  SpsnJsh  poflBession : 

"  If  tlie  fort  liarbors  the  negroes  of  onr 
citiMU.  or  of  friendly  Indians  living  within 
our  territory,  or  holds  oat  indncementa  to 
the  slaves  of  our  citizens  to  deport  from 
their  ownen'  service,  it  mast  be  destroyed. 
Kotiiy  the  Oov«mor  of  Peusacola  of  yonr 
advance  itit<»  his  territory,  ami  for  the 
express  porpose  of  destroying  these  lawless 
baoditd?* 

Gen.  OaineS)  for  some  reason,  did 
not  eiecnte  this  coder;  hut  a  gnn- 

boat,  sent  np  tlie  Apalaehicola  river 

by  onr  Commodore  Patterson,  on  the 
27th  of  July,  attaeked  and  destroyed 
the  fort  by  tiring  red-hot  shot,  explo- 
dinjT  it.-s  matjazine.    The  result  is  thus 

Bummed  up  in  the  official  report: 
.  19 


Three  hnnired  negroes,  mm,  women,  and 

children,  and  nhout  twenty  IiidimiH,  were  in 
the  fort;  of  these  two  hundred  and  seventy 
were  killed,  nnd  the  greatw ptft  of  tiie  real 

mortally  wounded." 

Commodore  Patterson,  in  his  offi- 
cial letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  exprest^ly  justities  the  destruc- 
tion of  this  fort  on  the  ground  of 
its  affording  a  harbor  **for  mnaway 
daTOB  and  disaffected  Indiana:'*  add- 
ing, they  have  no  longer  a  place  to 
fly  to,  and  wiU  not  be  BO  liable  to 
abscond." 

The  resistance  interposed  by  Gen. 
Cass,  our  Minister  at  Paris  in  1840- 
41,  to  the  treaty  negotiated  between 
the  (xreat  Powers, conceding  a  mutu- 
al right  to  search  on  the  sUve-coast 
of  Africa,  with  a  Yiew  to  the  more 
eflfectnal  sappression  of  the  Slave- 
Trade,  thr»ugh  cloaked  by  a  jealousy 
of  British  maritime  preponderance, 
was  really  a  bid  for  the  £fivor  of  the 
Slave  Power.  The  eonees^ion,  by 
our  Government,  of  tlie  ritrht  to 
search,  since  that  Government  has 
passed  out  of  the  hands  of  tlie  devo- 
tees of  Slavery,  is  suggestive.  It 
was  American  Slaveiy,  not  Am^- 
can  commeroe,  that  dreaded  the  vis- 
itatioa  onr  vessels  on  the  western 
coast  of  central  Africa  by  National 
cruisers,  intent  on  the  punishment  of 
a  crime  which  had  already  been  pro- 
nounced piracy  by  the  awakened 
coiir^cience  of  Christendom. 

In  fact,  so  long  as  more  than  one 
hundred  members  of  Congress  were 
chosen  to  represent,  to  advance,  and 
to  guard,  before  aU  else,  the  interests 
of  Slavery,  and  one  hundred  electo- 
ral votes  were  controlled,  primarily, 
by  that  interest,  it  wan.  morally  impos- 
sible that  our  (Toverinnent  should  not 
be  warped  into  subsen  iency  to  onr 
Katiqnal  cancer.   A  ^  peculiar  iusti- 
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tation,'  ereatiug  and  upholdisg  the 
title  to  a  q>ecieB  of  property  yalaed 
at  Four  Thousand  MUlions  of  dollars, 
oould  liardly  fail  to  inal<c  itself  re- 
spected and  influential  in  every  de- 
partment of  the  public  service,  and 
through  every  act  of  tlic  Federal 
authorities  calculated  to  ali'ect  its 
•  stability,  its  prosperity,  or  its  power. 

But,  up  to  this  time,  Slavery  had 
BOQj^t  and  oMaiiied  the  protection 
and  ohampionsliip  of  the  Federal 
Govemmeikt  escpreBely  as  a  domestic 
institntlon— as  an  important  interest 
of  a  certain  portioii  of  the  Amerioan 


people.  Inthe  Annexation  of  Texas, 
and  in  the  reasons  officially  adduced 
therefor,  it  challenged  the  regard  of 

mankind  and  defied  the  consciences 

of  our  (iwu  (  it  i /.ens  as  a  great  Xa- 
ti<tnal  interest,  to  tlie  protectiim  of 
whicli,  at  all  hazards  and  under  all 
circumstances,  our  (Tovernmcnt  was 
intiexibly  committed,  and  with  whose 
fortunes  those  of  om  country  were 
inextricably  blended.  For  the  first 
time^  onr  Union  stood  before  the 
nations,  not  merely  as  an  npholder, 
but  as  a  zealous,  unscrupnlonspiop*' 
gandist  of  Human  Slaveiy. 


XUL 

THE  MISSION  OF  SAMUEL  HOAB. 


Thk  Federal  Constitution  (Art. 
iv.  §  2)  provides  that  "  The  citizens 
"of  each  State  sludl  be  entitled  to  all 
"  the  privile«res  and  immunities  of 
*'  citizens  in  the  several  States.** 

This  is  plainly  condensed  from  the 
corresponding  provision  of  Ae  Arti> 
des  of  Confederation,  adopted  in 
1778,  and  thenceforth  our  bond  of 
Union,  until  superseded  in  1787-8 
by  the  Federal  Constittition  afore- 
said.   That  provision  is  as  follows: 

"Art.  4.  The  bottor  to  HiM  utc  niiil  per- 
|rttntt1f  mntBal  friendship  titul  int«>rcour8o 
amon^  the  people  of  the  ditlerent  States  in 
Union,  tlio  free  inhabitants  of  each 
State  —  panpera,  va^'abonds,  and  fugitives 
from  justice  excepted  —  shall  b«  entitled 
to  all  the  privileges  and  immiinHies  of  free 
citizens  in  the  fteverul  State.-*;  and  tin-  ]te<t 
pie  of  1  each  State  ahall  have  free  ingress  and 
cprem  to  and  from  any  other  State,  and 
snail  iMijdv  therein  all  the  jtrivileirofi  of  trade 
and  cotninorie,  subject  to  the  same  duties, 
Impoaitious,  and  rcstrictiona,  as  the  inhab- 
itants thereof  respective]  J." 


When  this  Article  was  under  con- 
sidoratioii,  tlie  (U'legates  from  South 
CaroHiia  inovcMl  to  amend  bv  in^icrt- 
ing  tlie  word  between 
"free"  and  "inhabitants;''  which 
was  emphatically  n^atived  —  only 
two  States  voting  for  it:  so  it  was 
determined  that  Sta^  had,  or  n^ght 
have,  citizens  who  were  not  "  white," 
and  that  thersc  should  be  entitled  to 
all  the  privileges  of  citizens  in  every 
other  State. 

We  have  seen'  that  Con^ro^s,  in 
1821,  resisted  the  attempt  of  Mis- 
souri to  prohiliit  the  immigration 
of  free  colored  persons,  deeming  it  a 
palpahle  violation  of  that  require- 
ment of  the  Federal  Oonstitntion 
above  quoted;  and  would  not  ad* 
mit  that  State  into  the  Union  nntil, 
by  a  second  compromise,  she  was  re- 
quired to  pledge  herself  that  her 


f 
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legislature  should  pass  no  act  "iiy 
"which  any  of  tlio  citizens  of  either 
"of  the  States  ti^hould  be  excluded 
**  Irum  the  enjoyment  of  the  priv'i- 
^  kges  tad  »tn»niiTi»d««  to  wbieh  the j 
are  entitled  nndor  the  Constitatioii 
''of  the  United  States."  There  m 
no  quest  i<  »n  pending,  no  proscription 
or  exclusion  meditated,  that  af- 
fecting oi>lorcd  j>ersonB  only ;  and 
CongretvS  by  the  alvove  action,  clear-  j 
Ij  affimitnl  tlieir  right,  when  citizens 
of  any  8tate,  to  the  i)rivilege8  and  , 
immuuitiefl  of  citizens  in  all  other 
States. 

The  aaanmption  that  negroee  are 
not,  and  cannot  be,  citizens,  is  abund- 
antly refuted  by  the  action  of  several 
of  the  Slave  States  themselves.  Till 

"witlun  a  recent  ]>erio<l,  free  negroes 
were  not  merely  citizens,  but  electors, 
of  those  States — which  all  citizens 
are  not,  or  need  not  be.  Jolin  Bell, 
•when  first  elected  to  Congress,  in 
1827,  mnning  out  Fdiz  Qrnndj,  re- 
ceived the  Totee  of  several  o<Jored 
electors,  and  used,  long  after,  to  con- 
fess hia  obligation  to  them. 


*Tfaft  fbOowlng  is  »  portion  of  the  act  in  ques- 
tion ; 

LL  Aruijfe  it  further  enarti'd  by  (hf  authority 
tlftTttaidf  Ti^V%t  Bhiill  nut  be  lawful  for  any 
free  nPCTo.  or  j>pr«on  of  color,  to  oome  into  this 
Statt.'.  on  board*  anv  vessel,  nfl  a  cook,  rtowartl, 
or  mjiritjrr.  or  *i»  jmy  other  etnpKiymout  on 
iMard  aucu  TC3S(ft;  and,  in  ca^c  any  vessel  shall 
airive  in  anj  port  or  harbor  of  this  State,  from 
•Bj  other  State  or  foreign  port,  having  on  boiird 
■njr  free  negro  or  jicnton  of  color,  employed  on 
l-  ar  i  such  vesst'l  as  a  c(j<ik,  steward,  or  ni;iri- 
ocr,  or  in  ^y  othiT  crap^ytDeut,  it  shull  be  the 
ch^f  of  the  sherilT  of  the  district  io  which  such 
port  or  harbor  Ls  situated,  inimediatclj  on  'Ch^^ 
arrivnl  of  surh  vcstI,  to  apprehend  such  fre«* 
ije^fro  or  person  inlnr.  >o  nrrivinti:  contrary  to 
tli^*:Act?  an^  ,to-  conUne  hkn  or  \uit  closely  in 
fvil  i/ntil  BiAh  vexHcl  sludl  be  haOled  off  fmm 
th«  wharf,  and  readj  to  plOCeed  to  we.  And 
that,  when  Raid  vepsel  Is  reedy  to  saD,  tJjo  cap- 
Vl  u  of  thu  eai'i  vessel  fhall  lx<  brnm<l  to  c.nrry 
away  such  free  negro  or  person  of  color,  and  to 
pagrlbee^eBaeiorUsorlMrdeteiiticiL  Aad 


North  Carolina  allowed  htr  free 
negroes,  who  poSfce?8ed  the  recjuisite 
qualilications  in  other  respect;^,  to 
vote,  regardless  ol'  their  color,  down 
to  about  1830.  Their  habit  of  Tot- 
ing  fat  the  Federal  or  Whig  candi-  * 
dates,  and  a^unst  the  Democratic, 
was  a  subject  of  frequent  and  jocular 
remark — the  Whigs  ^i»fMi-jng  that 
the  in^^t^^ct3  of  the  negro  impelled 
him  nnifonnlv  to  associate,  so  far  as 
practieahle,  Avith  the  iiion;  gentlo- 
nuiiily  portion  of  the  white  race. 

In  the  year  1835,*  the  L^slatiu-e 
of  South  Carolina  saw  fit  to  pass  an 
act,  ^diereby  any  and  eveiy  colored 
person  found  on  board  of  any  vessel 
eiiti n'lio;  one  of  her  ports  Was  to  be 
forthwith  seized  by  her  municipal 
officers,  and  lodir^d  in  jail ;  there  to 
remain  until  tlie  vessel  should  be 
cleared  tor  cle}>arture,  "wlii'u  said 
colored  penson  or  persons  should  be 
restored  to  said  vessel,  on  payment 
of  the  cost  and  charges  of  arrest,  de- 
tention, and  subsistence.' 

This  act  necessarily  bore  with 
great  haidship  on  the  colored  sea- 


in  vnrj  sudi  oese  it  ehal!  be  the  Aatf  of  the 
sheriff  eforcsaid,  immcdiat^jly  on  the  apprehen- 
pion  of  any  frto  ntgro  or  person  of  color,  to 
CMUse  said  ciiptain  to  enter  into  a  recoguiziince, 
with  good  and  sufficient  security,  in  the  Hum  of 
one  thousand  dollars,  for  such  free  neg^  or 
slave  so  brouplit  into  this  State,  that  he  will 
comply  with  the  re<iui»ition»  of  thin  act;  and 
that,  on  his  ne^'loft.  or  refusal,  or  difiihility  to 
do  tiie  same,  he  shall  bo  coni[>eU(>d  by  the  she- 
riff  aforesaid  to  huid  Haid  vessel  into  the  stream, 
one  hundred  yards  distant  from  the  shore,  and 
remain  untU  said  vessel  shall  proceed  to  sea. 
And  if  said  ve8.«el  hIkiU  not  be  haulod  ofl"  from 
the  shore  os  aforesaid  on  tho  order  of  the  sheriff 
aforesaid,  the  captain  or  commandinf^  officer  of 
said  vessel  shall  be  indicted  tlierefor,  and.  on 
conviction,  forfeit  and  paj  one  thousand  dollarn. 
anJ  suiler  iupttaoiiBient  not  ezoeeding  six 

inonthH.  * 
"III.  Andheitfm1lm0mcUdhyfk$miSiOi^ 
aforesaid,  That  wlienever  sny  free  Mgro  or  po^ 
son  of  color  shiill  be  apprehended  or  oommltted 
to  jail,  as  li;  vh  ^:!;  arrived  in  any  vessel  in  the 
capacity  of  cooii,  steward,  mariner,  or  otherwise^ 
to  fbls  Aot^  It  ifadl  to  tbe  do^  of  Um 
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men,  cooks,  etc.,  of  Northern  vessels 
tradin<;  to  Charleston.  Massachu- 
Betts,  therefore,  at  lengtli  resolved, 
through  the  action  of  her  Legisla- 
ture,^ to  test  its  constitutionality  by 
instituting  legal  proeeedings,  wbidi 
should  bring  it  idtimfttely  to  an  ad- 
judication  by.  the  Suprame  Oonrt  of 
the. United  States.  To  this  end, 
Gov.  Briggs  appointed  Hon.  Sam- 
uel Iloar — one  of  her  most  emi- 
nent :i:i(l  VIM lerable  citizens, -who  had 
ser\  I'd  licr  with  honor  in  many  irn- 
])(»rtant  trusts,  including  a  seat  in 
Congress — to  proceed  to  Charleston, 
and  there  institate  the  necessary  pro- 
ceedings, in  order  to  bring  the  matr 
ter  to  judgment  Mr.  Hoar  aeoepted 
this  new  dutv,  and  left  home  accord- 
ingly  in  November,  1844,  for  Charles- 
ton ;  reaching  that  '  ity  on  the  2Sth 
of  that  month.  So  utterly  unsuspect- 
iiiLT  ^vas  he  of  giving  otTeiise,  or  pro 
j  \i»king  violence,  that  his  young 
^  daughter  accompanied  him. 

On  the  day  of  his  airival,  Hr. 
Hoar  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Got- 
emor  of  South  Oarolinai'  announcing 


'  the  fact,  and  stating  the  purpose  of 
his  mission  to  bo.  "the  collecting 
and  transmission  of  accurate  informa- 
tion respecting  tlie  mniiher  and  tlie 
names  of  citizens  of  Massachusetts, 
who  have  heretofore  been,  or  may 
be,  during  the  period  of  the  engage- 
ment of  the  agent,  imprisoned  with- 
out the  allegation  of  any  crime." 
He  fiirther  stated  that  he  was  au- 
thori?:od  to  bring  and  ])ro8ecnte  one 
or  more  snit^^  in  behalf  of  any  citizen 
so  iiiijM  isoned,  for  the  purpose  of 
having  the  legality  of  such  imprison- 
ment tried  and  determined  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

The  next  moniing,  ICr.  Hoar  call- 
ed on  Mr.  I^gleston,  who  had  been 
appointed  to  the  same  agency  before 
him,  and  reque^^ted  of  him  an  intro- 
duction to  the  Mayor  of  Charleston, 
his  object  being  to  procure  access  to 
the  records  of  orders  or  sentences, 
under  which  citizens  of  Massachu- 
setts, it  was  understood,  had  been 
imprisoned.  Mr.  E^leston  acceded 
to  his  request,  but  said  it  would  be 
best  that  he  should  first  see  fhe 


sherilf,  during  the  oonflnement  In  Jail  oTiuch 
free  negro  or  person  of  fTilor,  to  r;ill  upon  somo 
justire  of  the  peace  or  f|uorum,  to  warn  such 
IVoe  negro  or  porsnn  of  color  uover  to  cnlor  the 
said  State  after  lie  sliall  have  dettarted  tliero- 
fh>m ,  and  audi  Justice  of  the  peace,  or  qaorum, 
shall,  nt  the  time  of  warn  in  8Ui-h  free  nej^rn.  or 
person  of  color,  insert  his  or  her  name  in  a 
liook.  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose  by  the 
sheriff,  and  ehnll  therein  apecifj  his  or  her  age, 
oociipatton,  hight,  and  dlstingniBhlng  marks; 
which  boi  Ic  shall  be  pood  nnd  Hufficionf  pvidctico 
to  such  warning;  and  «ii<l  hook  shall  ho  a  pub- 
Uc  recor<l.  and  he  puhjoct  and  op<'n  to  the  exam^ 
Inatioo  of  all  persons  who  may  make  applic%ti 
to  the  derk  of  the  court  of  general  sessions,  in 
whose  ofifo  it  slmll  1>e  (Injosiffd.  And  «i: /'i 
justice  sliall  receive  tin  sum  of  two  dollar?,  jiay- 
ablo  by  the  captain  of  the  vessel  in  wliich  said 
free  negro  or  person  of  color  shall  be  introduc- 
ed into  this  State,  for  the  serrkses  rendered  m 
making  faid  entry.  And  every  free  negro,  or 
person  of  ojlor,  who  shall  n<it  depart  the  8t«te, 
IB  case  of  the  capUun  refusing  or  neglecting  to 
«UTr  him  or  her  awmy,  or,  having  departed, 
■ball  again  enter  inlotlw  Umlte  of  ttiis  State,  by 


land  or  by  water,  after  having  been  warned  M 

aforesaid,  slwdl  be  <lealf  with  as  the  first  section 
of  tliis  Act  directs  in  regard  to  f>ersou.s  of  color, 
who  shall  ndgnte^  or  be  brought  into  this 
Stat©." 


rough  L 


It  may  be  aa  well  to  add  that^^  penalty  of 
the  first  section  referred  td(  is  corporal  puniBh<- 
ment  fbr  the  first  oftnse;  "Ind  if;  after  sakl 
sentence  or  puniRhment,  sucli  free  negro  or  per- 
son of  ook>r  shall  still  remain  iu  the  Stale  longer 
tlinn  the  time  allowed,  or,  having  toft  the  Slate^ 
Bhall  thereafter  return  to  the  aame,  opon  proof  m 
and  conviction  thcreoflsbeforo  n  courljf  to  be  eon-  ^ 
^ited  as>  hereinbefore  directed,  he  or  she  shall 

US''  ()/■//('■  FtaU^nd  the  othvr  ha^f  to  the  use  of  tft« 
*  Resolves  of  March  24,  1843,  and  March  16, 


1841. 


>^4 


^  Hon.  James  H.  Hammond,  sinoa  diatingniiho 
edasftU.  &  i 
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Mayor,  and  explain  tho  matter  in 
advance  of  the  j)ro])os('d  introduction. 
Mr.  Hoar  assented,  and  EjLTLrle^ton  left 
Mr.  H.  waiting  in  his  uHice,  while  he 
proceeded  to  confer  with  the  Mayor. 
Afler  •  Qoilaidfirable  abpenoe^  he  re- 
turned, and  ifcated  that  the  Mayor 
waa  at  ColumlBa,  attending  the  see- 
Bon  of  the  Leguktore,  and  that  the 
gentleman  who  temporarily  discharg- 
ed the  duties  of  the  officer  judged  it 
best  that  all  further  proceedings 
ghould  await  hiA  return.  This  wjis 
assented  to,  and  Mr.  Hoar  waited 
through  the  next  three  days  accord- 
ingly. 

Meenthne,  Got.  Hammond  had 
leoeived  Mr.  Hoar's  letter,  and  com- 
ninnicated  it  to  the  Legislature,  by 
which  it  was  received  in  high  dudg- 
eon. That  Legislature  proceeded  to 
pass,  by  a  subt*tantially  unanimous 
vote,  the  following  resolutions : 

**SMol0«d,  Ist,  That  the  right  to  •zotade 
from  their  territories  »fflUioug  penmu,  or 
others  whose  presence  maj  be  daiigeruus  to 
llieir  peaoa^  is  wmtirt  to  vnrj  indqwnd- 
«it  State. 

'*  Rftiolrfd,  2d,  That  free  and  other  por- 
■0D8  of  color  are  not  citizens  of  the  I'nited 
StafeM,  within  the  meaaioff  of  tiie  Coostitu- 
ISoa,  which  oonftn  upon  the  dttmie  of  one 

State  the  priTilcpes  und  immiuities  of  dti« 
ZAtm  of  the  several  States. 

Rmohed^  3d,  That  the  tmhtarf  sent  bj 

the  State  of  Musaachusettx  to  the  State  of 
booth  Carolina,  with  the  acxnted  purjwtf  of 
interfering  withdier  initltationa,  and  dU- 
turf'imj  her  p«irf,  is  to  be  rcpardcd  in  tlio 
character  he  has  assumed,  and  to  be  treated 
accordingly. 

"  Rewltul,  4fh.  That  lii.s  Excellency  the 
Governor  bo  re<|ue»te<l  to  expel  from  our 
territory  t!ie  said  a;renf.  after  due  notice  to 
depart;  and  that  the  Legislature  will  sus- 
tain the  £zecntive  authority  iu  any  meos- 
are  it  may  «d<^t  for  the  pnrpoM  sforaaaid." 

The  legislature  proe(H'<led  di- 
rectly thereafter  to  puiis  an  act  for- 
hid^ig  and  ponuhmg  Bach  minions 
as  that  of  Mr.  HooTi  whereof  the 


more  material  pnmnons  axe  aa  fol- 
lows: 

"  T.  He  it  enacUd  l>y  the  S^enatf  and  TT'^use 
of  m^MenUUwety  now  met  and  tiUina  in 
Gmtral  Amembly  and  fty  authoritff  nf 
tame.  That  any  person  or  perstms  who  shall 
on  his,  her,  or  their  own  behalf,  or  imder 
any  odor,  or  in  virtne  of  any  oommisBion 
or  autliority  from  any  State  in  tins  T'nion, 
or  of  any  ibreiL'n  junver,  come  within  tho 
limits  of  \.\\\*  Stiite  for  the  {mrpoee  or  with 
the  intent  to  disturb,  counteract,  or  binder 
tiie  operation  of  such  laws  as  have  been  or 
shall  be  made  by  the  public  autltorities  of 
this  State,  in  relation  to  slaves  or  free  per- 
Bons  of  color,  such  person  or  persons  siiall 
he  deemed  guilty  of  a  hij^h  misdemeanor^ 
and  shall  be  committed  for  trial  to  the  com- 
mon jail  of  the  district,  by  any  one  of  ^ 
juil^res  oi"  tlic  courts  of  law  or  o<paity,  or  the 
recorder  of  the  city  of  Ghnrleston,  onless 
admitted  to  bail  by  the  said  judge  or  re- 
corder; and,  upon  due  conviction  thereof  by 
any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  shall 
be  sentenced  to  baniahment  from  the  8tste, 
and  to  sucli  fine  and  imprisonment  ih  may 
l>e  deemed  fitting  by  the  court  which  shall 
have  tried  Huoh  offense. 

"II.  That  any  ju-r^on  within  this  State 
who  shall  at  any  time  accept  any  commis- 
sion or  authority  from  any  State,  or  publio 
authority  of  any  State  in  this  Union,  or  from 
any  foreign  power,  in  relation  to  slaves  or 
free  i)ersoii9  of  color,  and  who  shall  commit 
any  overt  sot  with  intent  to  disturb  the 
pesoe  or  security  of  this  State,  or  with  in- 
tent to  disturb,  counteract,  or  hinder  the 
operation  of  the  laws  or  regulations  of  the 
pnbHo  authorities  of  this  State,  made  or  to 
bo  made,  in  relation  to  slaves  or  fr.  o  per- 
sons of  color,  such  person  shall  be  deemed 
gnilty  of  a  luisdemesnor,  aadf  on  conviction 
tlKTfof,  before  any  competent  ooort,  shall 
be  sentenced  to  pay,  for  the  first  otfense,  a 
lino  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars, 
and  to  bo  imprisoned  not  exceedin;:  one 
year ;  for  the  second  otiense,  he  shall  be 
imprisoned  for  seven  years,  and  pay  a  fine 
not  less  than  one  tltousand  dollars,  or  be 
banished  from  the  State,  aa  the  court  may 
see  Jtt'* 

[The  act  furthermore  requires  that  the 

Governor  for  tho  timo  licinc;  phall  require 
the  aforesaid  emissary  or  i  inissaries  from 
another  State,  or  from  a  foreign  power,  to 
depart  from  the  limits  of  the  Stste  in  forty- 
eight  hours — such  person  or  persons,  neg- 
lecting to  de[»art  within  the  specitied  time, 
to  be  committed  (unless  admitted  to  bail), 
and  to  be  tried  and  punished  as  befSoca 
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stated ;  and  provides  that  the  Sheriff  shall 
'  see  that  the  aeuteuce  of  banishment  be  exe- 
eated,  and  iinprtioii  aooh  oAiid«r  ]f  ho  re- 
tmnSf  union  by  luiftvoidftble  aoeidMit] 

On  Monduj',  December  2d,  Mr. 
Hoar  waS)  far  the  first  time,  apprised 
of  the  raoeption  aooorded  at  Ckdmn- 
bia  to  luB  mJflsicm,  and  of  the  oom- 
motioii  it  had  raised.    After  discass- 
ing  the  matter  freely  with  those 
around  liim,  lie  walked  out  for  Bomo 
distance,  and,  returnin<:^  at  dark  to 
his  hotel,  he  encountered  tlireo  per- 
sons standing  on  the  piazza.  One 
of  them  stepped  forward  and  asked, 
« Is  your  name  Hoar,  Sir  f  and,  be- 
ing answered  in  the  affirmative, 
announced  himself  as  follows :  "  I 
am  the  Sheriff  of  Charleston  Dis- 
trict, atid  I  have  some  business  with 
you,  Sir."    ITo  then  introduced  liis 
associate-;  as  the  acting  mayor  and 
another  alderman  of  the  city.  Mr. 
Xloar  invited  them  to  walk  up  into  tlie 
parlor  of  the  house.   When  seated, 
the  sheriff  inqniied  his  bosinesB  in 
Charleston ;  and  waa  answered  that 
he  had  already  communicated  it  to 
the  Governor ;  but  he  stated  it  afresh 
to  tlio  sheriff,  who  said :  "  It  is  sus- 
pected tliat  you  nro  an  Abolitionist, 
and  have  conut  here  to  acc(»m])lish 
some  of  their  measures."  After  s<tnie 
hesitation,  Mr.  Hoar  assured  him 
that  he  was  no  Abolitionist,  but  had 
beeiu  for  many  years,  a  member  of 
the  Colonization  Sodefy.   The  sher- 
iff intimating  some  suspicion  that 
.Mr.  ll«)ar  was  not  duly  accredited, 
tlie  hittt'r  exhibited  his  commission 
from  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts, 
and  gave  permission  to  eoj)y  it,  as 
also  the  resolves  of  the  Legislature 
on  whidi  it  was  fbnnded. 

The  Sheriff  continued:  It  is  con- 
sidered a  great  insult  on  South  Caro- 


lina by  Massachusetts  to  send  an 
agent  here  on  such  business.  The 
city  is  highly  incensed.  You  are  in 
great  danger,  and  you  had  better 
leave  the  city  as  soon  as  possible.*' 
Mr.  H.  replied  that  he  hid  been  sent 
there  tiie  Governor  of  Massachn- 
sotts  on  lawful  business,  and  eould 
not  leave  until  he  had  at  least  at- 
tempted to  perform  the  <luty  im- 
posed on  him.  The  slieritf  tlien 
produced  a  letter  jmrjmrting  to  bo 
Urom  the  Attorney -General  of  South 
Carolina,  urging  the  avoidance  of  a 
resort  to  If/neking,  as  that  would  dis- 
grace the  city,'  and  adding  that  the 
person  to  prevent  such  a  prooednre 
was  the  sheriff.  That  functionaiy 
declared  that  he  should  endeavor  to 
defend  Mr.  11,,  even  at  the  hazard  of 
his  own  life,  but  doubted  his  abilitv  to 
do  it  in  view  of  the  prcvailiuij  excite- 
ment, and  urjxed  him,  as  a  friend,  to 
leave  at  the  earliest  moment.  ^Ir,  II, 
repeated  his  answer  already  given, 
and  thereupon  his  visitors  left  him. 

The  next  morning,  the  sheriff  re- 
turned and  repeated  his  representa- 
tions and  entreaties  of  the  evening. 
"Wliat  do  you  e:^pect  ?"  he  asked; 
"you  can  never  get  a  verdict  ;  and,  ! 
if  you  should,  the  marshal  would  j 
need  all  the  tr(X)ps  of  tlie  United/ 
States  to  enforce  the  judgment." 
Mr.  Hoarremarkedtliatenibrcing  the 
j  udgment  was  no  part  of  his  business^ 
and  they  iherenpon  separated. 

During  the  day,  several  gentle- 
men called,  making  re])resentationa 
8ub>tantially  like  the  sheriff's,  and 
setting  forth  the  variDiis  ]»lan8  sug- 
gested for  ridding  thi'  city  of  his 
l>resence.  He  could  only  rejdy  that 
he  should  not  voluntarily  leave  until 
he  had  fulfilled  the  duty  he  had  un- 
dertaken. 
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III  tlie  evening,  a  gentleman  to 
whom  Air.  Hoar  had  a  letter  of  in- 
troduction called,  and  said  the  sher- 
iff had  offered,  in  case  he  would 
leave,  to  agree  on  a  ^aae  to  be  sab- 
mitted  to  tiie  U.  S.  CSrouit  Court, 
and  thence  carried  to  the  Supreme 
Court  tor  final  decision.  To  this, 
Mr.  Hoar  readily  aftsented,  observing 
that  such  an  agreement  would  very 
much  expedite  his  departure.  He 
had  prepared  himself,  in  Boston, 
with  the  names  of  a  number  of 
colored  aeamen  who  had  been  taken 
<mt  of  MassachiuettB  yeeselB  in 
Cliarleston,  and  therd  imprisoned 
under  the  law  in  ([uestion,  and  he 
felt  authorized  by  his  commLssion  to 
coiiim^ce  a  suit  in  the  name  of 
eitlier  of  two  of  them.  It  was  agreed 
that  a  meeting  should  be  held  at 
the  Bheriti'"'6  otiice  next  morning  at 
nine  o'clock,  for  the  purpose  of  per- 
fecting this  arrangement.  At  that 
boar,  Mr.  H.  dnljr  i^peaied  at  the 
aheriff^s  office,  bat  found  there 
neither  the  sheriff  nor  any  ijfixBt  of 
the  gentlemen  ,  who  were  to  meet 
him.  Being  iufunneJ  by  one  of  the 
clerks  that  the  sheriff  had  just 
stepped  out  on  business,  and  would 
probably  soon  return,  ho  waited  half 
or  three-quarters  of  an  hour  to  no 
puzpoee,  and  was  about  to  leave,. 
whea  the  derk  said  that,  if  he  would 
name  a  future  hour  when  he  would 
be  there,  he  would  inform  the  eherift* 
BO  tliat  he  might  meet  him.  He 
named  twelve  o'clock,  and,  return- 
ing at  that  time,  found  the  sheriff. 
That  personage  now  admitted  that 
the  gentleman  who  had  oonferred 
with  Mr.  H.  the  evening  previous 
bad  coprreotly  represented  his  pro- 
]K>>al ;  but  said,  that,  on  further  re- 
flection and  consultation,  he  must 


retract  the  offer;  as  what  he  Iiad 
proposed  might  thwart  the  purposes* 
of  the  State ;  that  he  had  not  been 
long  in  office,  and  did  not  know  that 
thero  was  any  case  which  would 
properly  present  the  question  in 
controversy.  At  all  events,  he  could 
not  abide  by  liis  agreement.  He 
added  that  he  had  information  from 
Gov.  Hammond  wliich  removed  all 
personal  objectioii,  but  rcit(irated 
hijj  fonuer  remarks  about  the  insult 
by  Massachusetts  to  South  Carolina, 
and  her  determination  to  be  lid  of 
Mr.  Hoar  by  some  means. 

On  leaving  the  sheriff's  office,  Mr. 
Hoar  was  proceeding  to  make  a  call, 
when  he  was  stopped  by  a  middle- 
aged,  dcccntly-drc8.scd  man,  who 
presented  a  cane  or  club,  asking,  "  Is 
your  name  Hoar?"  "  Yer^."  was  tlie 
answer.  He  then  said,  You  had 
better  be  traveling,  and  the  sooner, 
the  better  for  you,  I  can  tell  you ;  if 
you  stay  here  until  to-moiraw  morn- 
ing, you  wiU  feel  something  you  vnH 
not  like,  I  am  thinking."  Mr.  Hoar 
walked  on,  passing  a  number  of 
vounjx  meli  assembled  on  the  street- 
comer,  who  offered  liim  no  molesta- 
tion. In  the  evening,  a  Dr.  Whit- 
redge,  to  whom  Mr.  Hoar  had 
brought  a  letter  from  Boston,  called 
upon  him  and  urged  him  to  leave 
the  citv  at  the  earliest  moment.  Dr. 
W.  had  been  around  the  city,  had 
just  come  from  the  Council,  and  re- 
garded tlie  danger  to  ^fr.  H.  as  not 
only  great,  but  imminent.  But  a 
word  was  needed  to  bring  on  the 
meditated  attack.  Yet  he  thought 
Mr.  Hoar,  should  he  start  at  once, 
might  get  safely  out  of  the  eitj.  He 
niged  him  to  proenie  a  carriage,  and 
go  to  his  (W.*s)  plantation,  about 
twenty  miles  distant,  where  he  would 
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be  hospitably  treated.  Mr.  Hoar 
thanked  liiiu,  but  concluded  that  he 
could  not  accept  his  oflSar,  hut  mnat 
xenudn,  and  abide  the  ooneequenoes. 
The  following  night  passed  with- 


ing  without  exposing  whoever  shel- 
tered him  to  annojauce,  if  not  peril, 
created  a  fireeh  embanraasment.  At 
this  moment,  a  waiter  informed  "Mx. 
Hoar  ihat  some  gentlemen  wished  to 


out  any  dSstarbance.    The  next  day  '  see  Iiim  in  the  hall.    lie  deseended. 


at  noon,  three  leading  citizens  of 
Charleston,  two  of  them  eminent 
lawyerti,  and  the  third  a  j>re8ideut  of 
one  of  the  city  banks,  called  on  Mr. 
H.  for  the  lii'st  time,  and  gave  their 
names,  saying  they  had  come  to  see 
if  the^  could  not  induce  him  to  leave 
the  city.  After  the  usual  appeals  on 
the  one  side  and  replies  on  the  other 
had  consumed  half  an  hour,  the  bank 
president  gave  Mr.  H.  notice  that  a 
number  of  gentlemen  would  call  on 
him  at  two  o'clock  and  conduct  liim 
to  the  boat.  Mr.  IT.  responded  that 
ho  would  be  found  there ;  that  he  did 
not  propose  to  light  a  whole  dly,  and 
was  too  old  to  run,  so  that  they  could 
do  with  him  as  they  thought  proper. 
He  added  that  ho  had  a  daughter 
with  him;  on  which  the  bank  presi- 
dent observed,  "It  is  that  which  cre- 


and  found  there  the  bank-])resident 
and  his  associates  surrounded  by  a 
considerable  bevy,  with  an  assem- 
blage about  the  d<K)r,  on  the  piazza, 
and  in  the  street,  where  a  number  of 
carriages  were  in  waiting.  The  presi- 
dent announced  that  they  were  there 
to  conduct  him  to  the  boat  Mr, 
Hoar  now  stated  that  there  was  a  re- 
port in  circulation  that  he  had  con- 
sented to  leave  the  city,  which  was 
not  true.  If  he  lelt,  it  would  be  not 
because  he  (Ci>u/</,  but  bec#iisc  he 
imtni.  The  bank-president  remarked 
that  there  was  a  uii:>underbtanding ; 
that  he  had  understood  that  lb. 
Hoar  had  consented  to  leave  for 
the  sake  d  pveserring  [or  restoring] 
the  ])eace  of  the  city ;  but  that,  if  he 
refused,  they  had  no  power  to  order 
him  away  ;  all  they  could  do  was  to 


ates  [or  created]  our  embarrassment."    warn  liini  of  the  conscquetices  of  re- 


Thev  left  him  about  (me  o'clock. 

Mr.  n.  and  his  daughter  now  pre- 
pared for  their  departure,  and  waited 
fh>m  two  till  three  o'clock,  but  no 
one  came.  He  afterward  learned 
that  an  accident  had  prevented  the 
arrival  of  the  boat  at  the  usual  hour. 
The  next  day  at  iK)on,  Dr.  Whitredge 
called  and  informed  Mr.  II.  that  the 


maining.  Mr.  II.  repeated  his  lan- 
guage at  the  preceding  interview, 
which  the  president  did  not  deny  to 
be  accurate^  but  said  that  he  had 
understood  Mr.  H.     oonsendng  to 

leave. 

Hereupon,  several  of  the  party  uni- 
ted in  nrging  hi.s  departure  at  once, 
saying  it  was  impossible   that  he 


keeper  of  the  hotel  had  requested    should  remain,  and  that  the  purpose 


the  city  government  to  take  measures 
to  remove  Mr.  11.  from  his  house,  in 
order  to  preserve  it  from  the  impend- 
ing danger.  He  had  never  intimated 
such  a  request  to  Ifr.  Hoar,  nor  any- 
thing  appr(»achiTig  it.  But  the  fact 
that  his  host  wished  to  get  rid  of  him, 


of  his  mission  could  not  be  efiected. 
Among  these,  were  two  to  whom 
he  had  been  specially  commended. 
Finding  that  he  had  but  the  choice 
between  walking  to  the  carriage  and 
being  dragged  to  it,  Mr.  Hoar  paid 
his  bill  at  the  hotel,  called  down  his 


and  that  he  could  lind  no  other  lodg- 1  daughter  from  her  room,  and  en- 
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tercil  with  lier  the  carria«;e  ]>i)intod 
out  to  liim,  and  one  of  the  crowd  or- 
dered the  coachman  to  drive  on.  He 
was  HkoB  takffii  to  tbe  ho&tf  which 
waB  very  soon  bearing  him  an  his 
homewaid  way.  Mr.  Hoar,  in  dofling 
the  official  report  of  his  visit  to  and 
expul>ioii  fipcnn  South  Carolina^  aaked 
the  following  portentous  questions : 


the  rights,  while  protecting  the  lib- 
erties, of  her  free  citizens,  as  sTuaran- 
teed  bytlie  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  Massachusetts  proposed  no 
appeal  to  her  own  courts,  no  reliance 
on  her  own  TiewB  of  constitutional 
right  and  daty,  bnt  an  arbitration 
before,  and  a  judgment  by,  tlie  tri- 
Jbunals  of  the  Union,  specially  eloth- 


"Hasthe  Constitution  of  the  United  States  ;  ed  by  our  Federal  pact  with  juris- 


the  least  |»rartical  vali<lity  or  binding  furco 
m  S«>uth  Caruliiia,  cxcopt  whero  slio  tliiiiks 
iC0  <H>eratiou  favorable  to  her }  Site  jprobib- 
its  the  trial  of  an  aeHon  fn  the  tnbnnals 
o--taIi1isbed  under  tlie  (.'oiisMtiitidn  for  detcr- 
miuing  aoeh  cases,  in  which  a  citizen  of 
MaMsehmetts  eomplains  that  a  citizen  of 
Soutli  Carolina  had  done  liitii  an  injury;. 
gayin^j  that  she  lias  herself  already  tried 
that  cau$«e,  and  dooided  afiunst  the  plain- 
tiff. She  proliiliits  not  only  by  her  mobs, 
but  by  |ier  JA'_'i>Iatnre,  the  resideiue  of  a 
fret)  white  citi/on  of  Ma-'-iaehnsetts  within 
'  the  limits  of  S(»uth  Curolinti,  wljeni-ver  she 
tiiiuks  Ills  produce  there  inconsistent  with 
her  poliry^  Are  the  other  States  of  the 
Union  to  be  regarded  as  the,  CCttqiiered 
provinces  of  Soath  Carolinu  r' 

6ach  was  themannerin  which  Sonth 
Gandina,  with  the  hearty  approral  of 
her  slaveholding  sisterB,  received 
and  repelled  the  attempt  of-  Mas- 
aachnaetta  to  determine  and  enforce 


diction  over  "all  cases  in  law  and  / 
equity  arising  under  this  Constitu-/ 
tiun.''  Hero  was  the  precise  case 
meditated — a  complaint  by  one  State 
that  the  rights  and  libertiee  of  her 
citizens  were  anbverted  by  the  legis- 
lation of  a  sister  State ;  hero  was  the 
tribunal  created  by  the  Constitution 
for  the  trial  of  such  issues.  South 
Carolina  repudiated  its  jurisdiction, 
as  hhe  had  previously,  with  regard  to 
the  Taritf,  rcpudiutud  the  authority 
of  Congress,  or  any  other  that  should 
contravene  her  own  sovereign  wilL 
When  we  are  told  that  the  Korth 
fidled,  some  years  later,  to  evince  sat' 
ficient  alacrity  in  slave-catching,  let 
these  &cts  be  freshly  remembereicL 


XIV. 

THE  WILMOT  PliOVISO. 


Mb.  Polk  succeeded  Mr.  Tykr  as 
President  of  the  United  States, 
March  4,  1845.  No  change  in  the 
policy  of  the  former  witli  regard  to 
Annexation  was  made,  or,  with  rea- 
son, ex])ected.  The  agent  so  liastily 
dispatched  to  Texas  by  Mr.  Tyler  to 
apeed  the  oonsonmiatioa  of  tiie  de- 
creed union,  was  not,  of  eomse, 
veeaUed.  The  new  President  was 


donbtless  gratified  to  find  his  pre- 
destined work,  in  which  he  had  ex- 
pected to  encounter  some  impedi- 
ments at  the  liands  of  Northern 
members  of  Ids  own  party,  so  nearly 
com])letod  to  his  hand.  On  the  18th 
of  June,  joint  resolutions,  giving 
their  finid  consent  to  Annexation, 
passed  both  HolUns  of  the  Congress 
of  Texas  by  a  nnanimons  YObe;  and 
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til  is  action  was  ratified  by  a  Conven- 
tiiiii  of  the  People  of  Texas  on  the 
ensuing. 4th  of  Julj. 

The  XXIXth  CongreeB  met  at 
Waahingfeon  December  1, 1845,  with 
a  strong  Democratie  majority  in 
either  branch.  John  W.  Davis,  of 
Indiana,  was  cliojjen  Speaker  of  the 
Honse  by  1 20  votes  to  72  for  Samuel 
F.  Vinton  (Wiiig),  of  Ohio,  and  18 
Bcattenng.  On  tlje  16th,  a  joint  re- 
solve, reported  on  tlie  lUth  from  the 
Committee  on  Territoriea  by  "Mr. 
Douglas,  of  minoia,  formally  ad- 
mitting Texas  as  a  State  into  our 


vote-  of  141  to  56.    The  Senate  con- 


leans,  and  landed,  early  in  August, 
at  Corpus  Chribti,  on  Aransas  Bay, 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Nueces,  which 
was  the  extreme  'western  findt  of 
Texan  ooenpation.'  The  eovrespond- 
enoe  between  the  Secretary  of  War' 
(Gov.  Marcy)  and  Gen.  Taylor, 
which  preceded  and  inft])ired  this 
movement,  clearly  indicates  that  Mr. 
Polk  and  liis  Cabinet  desired  Gen. 
Taylor  to  debark  at,  oceu]>v,  and 
hold,  the  east  bank  of  the  liio 
Grande,  though  they  shrank  firom 
the  leqKmaibiHty  of  giWng  an  order 
to  that  effect,  hoping  that  Om,  Tay- 


TJnlon,  was  carried  by  the  deeisiTe  -larwonldtakeahint,&»  Gen.  Jackson 


was  accustonyd  to  do  in  his  Florida 


curred,  on  the  23d,  by  81  Yeaa  to  13  ^  operations,  and  do  ^vhat  was  desired 
Kays.  in  sncli  manner  as  would  enable  the 

'rhu-sj  far,  the  confident  pi-edicl  ions  ;  Governnicnt  to  disavow  liini,  and 
of  War  witli  Mexico,  as  a  necessary  !  evade  tlie  responsibility  of  bis  course. 


consequence  of  our  annexing  Texas, 
had  not  been  realized.  Technically 
and  legally,  we  might,  perhaps,  be 
said  to  have  been  at  war  ever  since 
"we  had  determined  on  Aimezation ; 
practically  and  in  fact,  we  were  not. 
No  bcllijrerent  action  on  the  part  of 
Mexico  directlv  followed  the  decisive 
Bte]»,  or  its  official  promnlijation. 
Our  commerce  and  our  flag  were 
stin  welcomed  in  the  Mexican  ports. 
The  disposable  por^on  ot  oar  little 
army,  some  1,500  strong,  nnder  Gen. 
Zachaiy  Taylor,  commander  of  the 
Sonthweetom  department,  in  obe- 
dience to  orders  from  Washington, 
embarked  (July,  1845)  at  New  Or- 


Gen.  Taylor,  however,  demtuided  ex- 
plicit instmctions,  and,  being  there- 
upon directed  to  take  position  so  as 
to  be  prepared  to  defend  the  soil  of 

oiir  new  acqniaiticnL  "to  tlie  extent 
tliat  it  had  been  occupied  by  tlie  peo- 
]>le  of  Texas,"  he  stop|*ed  at  the 
Nueces,  as  aforesaid.  Here,  t]ionG;h 
no  hostilities  were  ollered  or  tlircat- 
ened,  2,500  more  troops  were  sent 
him  in  November.  Official  hints 
and  innuendoes  that  he  was  expected 
to  advano6  to  the  Bio  Grande  con- 
tinued to  reach  him,  but  he  disre- 
garded them  ;  and  at  length,  abont 
the  1st  of 'ilarcli,  he  received  positive 
orders  from  the  President  to  ad- 


1  Hon.  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  a  loading;  Domo- 
CTtitic  rGprpHcnt.'itivo  ill  '"n'.-Tcs'*  fnim  Pcimsyl- 
^'atiia,  and  u  zealous  Aiiuoxuliouist,  iu  a  apeccli 
in  the  House,  JannaiyS,  1845^  Mid: 

'•The  It'rritorial  limits  are  markeil  in  tlio  oon- 
fiirnrntion  of  this  contiueut  by  an  Aluightj  hand. 
The  Platte,  the  Arkansas,  the  Bed,  nd  the 

Mispissippi  RiverK  *  ♦  ♦  thr-^o  nrr  nnt'ir- 
ally  our  waters,  witli  tlieir  C"<tunrie.*»  in  the  Bay 

of  Meadoa  The  ata^endoiis  dflserta  betwoea 


tlio  Xii('<'OH  nnil  the  Bravo  rivors,  are  thetiatiiral 
boundarioa  between  tho  Anglo-Saxon  aad  Uie 
Mauri tanian  races.  There  ends  the  valley  of 
tho  West.  Then.>  Mexii>o  iK'^rinB.  *  *  ♦  Wo 
o'.iarht  to  stop  there,  be<«i)sp  interminnblo  rc,n- 
Hi'  ts  nnist  I'lisuo,  oith'T  on  uur  iroin^''  Suiith  or 
thuir  coming  North  of  that  gigantic  boundary. 
While  pSeeee  fe  cherished,  Hist  bonodsiy  will  be 
ki  pt  pacrerl.  Xot  till  the  ppirit  of  conquest 
rages,  will  the  people  on  cither  sido  niolcat  or 
mU  With  eadi  other." 
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Tance.  He  aceordinp^ly  put  his  col- 
umn in  motion  on  tlie  8th  of  that 
month,  crodsing  tlie  arid  waste,  over 
<me  hundred  miles  wide,  that  stretch- 
«B  sovtlHweetwaid  nearly  to  the  Bio 
Grande,  and  readied  the  bank  of  that 
riyer,  opposite  ICatamoras,  on  the 
88th.  Here*  he  erected  Fort  Brown, 
commanding  Matamoras — the  Mexi- 
cans, under  Ainpndia,  being  at  the 
pame  tinio  eiiira;;ed  in  throwing  up 
butterit'S  on  their  side.  Thesu;  being 
completed,  Ampudia  (April  12th)  ad- 
dreaeed  Qen.  Taylor,  requiring  him 
to  return  to  the  Kneoes  ferthwith, 
.there  to  remain  ivhile  onr  Govem- 
menta  are  regulating  the  ]>ending 
question  relative  to  Texas ;"  with  a 
warning  that  his  rofiisfil  would  be 
regarded  by  Mexieo  as  a  declaration 
of  war.  (len.  Tavlor  ci  mrteously  re- 
plied that  he  was  acting  under  instruc- 
tiooB  that  were  incompatible  with,  the 
Mexican's  reqdrement  Ampudia 
was  soon  after  superseded  by  Arista, 
-who,  early  in  ^tay,  croseed  the  Rio 
Grande  at  the  head  of  6,000  men, 
and,  on  the  8th,  attacked  Gen.  Tav- 
lur'rt  i*.:]<»0  at  Palo  Alto,  and  was 
badly  deteated.  Ketreating  to  a 
strong  position  at  Kesaca  de  la  Pal- 
ma,  a  few  miles  distant,  he  was  there 
•ttiieked  next  day  by  Gen.  Taylor, 
who  routed  his  forces,  after  a  diaip 
conflict,  and  drove  them  in  di:^order 
across  the  river.  The  Mexican  loss 
in  the.se  two  affairs  was  1  ,ri(  )0  men, 
with  eight  guns,  and  a  large  am(»unt 
of  baggage.  The  undisturbed  posses- 
sion of  the  entire  lell  bank  of  the 


Kio  Grande  was  among  thet "  spoils 
of  vi(;tory." 

President  Polk  (Mav  11th)  commu- 
nicated some  of  these  facts  to  Con- 
gress in  a  Special  Message,  where- 
in he  averred  that  the  Meodcana 
had  at  last  invaded  our  territory ^ 
and  thed  the  Hood  qf  oiirfdlow-eif^ 
2en8  on  our  own  soil.**  Congress, 
two  days  afterward,  responded,  by 
the  passage  of  an  act,  calling  out 
50,000  volunteers,  and  appropriating 
$10,000,000  for  the  prosecution 
of  the  struggle  thus  begun,  with  a 
preamble,  running,  ' 

"Whereas,  by  the  act  of  the  Repuhli'r  of 
Mexieo^  s  state  of  war  exi^Ls  between  that 
Goveminent  aod  ttie  United  StatM^  £e  U 

etiact^d,^'  etc. 

Only  14  votes  in  the  House,  and 
2  in  the  Senate  were  cast  against  this 
bill,  though  several  members  (among 
tiiem  Mr.  Calhoun)  revised  to  vote 
on  it  at  all';  and  a  motion  in  the 
House  to  strike  out  the  preamble 
was  sustained  bv  nearly  eveory  mem- 
ber elected  as  a  Whig. 

Congress  remained  in  seadon  till 
the  10th  of  August ;  before  which 
time,  it  had  become  evident  that 
Mexico,  distracted  and  enfeebled  by 
so  many  rerolutions,  could  make  no 
effectiTe  resiBtance  to  the  progreea 
of  our  arms.  President  Polk,  not 
without  reason,  believed  that  a  treaty 
of  peace  might  be  negotiated  with 
her  rickety  government,  whereby,  on 
the  payment  of  a  sum  uf  money  on 
our  part,  not  only  the  boundary^  of 
the  liio  Grande,  but  a  very  consider- 


*Tho  T'llowins;  i"?  f'xtractc^d  fmm  a  letter 
writtea  by  ooe  of  oar  officers,  sooa  after  Uen. 
Twjior'*  aniral  on  the  Bio  Qraade,  and  befcro 
the  ootbiMk  of  actual  Iioetilitles: 

"Camp  oppowtb  Matamoras.  AprflW,  1846. 

"Our  sltuaiinn  hore  is  an  extraordinary  ono. 
Rijrht  in  th"  crHTiiy'i»  country,  actually  occupy- 
iug  their  com  and  cotton  lielda,  the  poople  of 


the  soil  leaving  their  homes,  and  we,  with  a 
small  handful  of  moa,  marching  with  colors  fly- 
intr,  and  drunw  boalint'.  ri^'ht  im  ler  the*  very 
guua  of  one  of  their  priuoiiial  citio:*;,  dv^platying 
the  sUr-spaoi^  bmMr,  aa  if  in  defianoei, 
der  their  Terj  aose,  and  they,  with  an  armj 
twice  onr  size,  at  least,  sit  quietly  down,  and 
inrikc  not  the  loaat  rcsi.stanco.not  the  first  elTort  to 
drive  the  inyaders  o£  There  ia  no  parallel  to  it." 
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able  acquisition  of  Litlierto  ^lexican  I  tliat  it  was  established  and  legalized 


territory  beyond  tliat  river,  might  be 
Becured.  He  accordingly  (August  8) 
sent  ft  Special  Heaeage  to  CoIlgre^s, 
addiig  that  a  considerable  snm  be 
plaqpd.  at  his  dispoBal  for  these  pur- 
poses.   A  bill  was  ininiediately  re- 


before  w©  were  empowered  to  speak 
in  the  matter,  and  must  be  upheld 
until  those  more  immediately  inter- 
ested should  see  fit  to  abolish  it 

This   consideration  had  prevaDed 

even  in  tlie  recent  iiifitance  of  Texas, 


ported  and  considered  in  Committee  wliere  all  jtartition  had  been  refused, 
of  the  Whole,  makmg  appropriations    all  real  coniproniitio  >couted,  on  the 


of  $30,000  for  expenses  of  noLr<^tiu- 
tions,  and  $2,000,000,  to  be  used  at 
the  diiicretion  of  the  President,  in 
making  such  a  treaty.  This  bill 
eeemed  on  the  point  of  passing 
through  all  its  stages  without  serious 
opposition. 


a-ssumjition  that  Slaverv  was  already 
in  poNsesiiion,  and  did  not  care  to  di- 
vide what  was  wholly  it^  own. 

The  case  was  now  deddedl j  alter* 
ed.  Mexico  had  utterly  abolished 
Slayerjr  some  twenty  years  before; 
and  every  acre  that  she  should  cede 


But  what  should  be  the  Social  or  to  us  beyond  the  Kio  Grand<-  would 
Labor  system  of  the  territories  about   come  to  us  free  soil.    Should  it  so 


to  be  acquired  i-  This  «pu'>tioii  could 
be  no  longer  post]»oncd  ii<>r  es  adi'd. 
Hitherto,  Slavery  had  entered  upon 
each  snooeeding  struggle  fon  a  new 
territory  with  the  great  advantage  of 
prior  possession.  VligiDia,  which 
claimed  the  ownership  of  most  of  the 
territory  North-west  of  the  Ohio, 
and  between  that  river  and  the  Mis- 
sissipjji,  was  a  Slave  State,  and  lier 
outlvinir  territories,  it  nu;;ht  lairlv  be 

•  ~  ~  CD  ft. 

argued,  inherited  her  domestic  insti- 
tutions; Alabama  and  Mississippi 
were,  in  like  mannor,  oonstmctiTely 
slavdiolding  at  the  outset,  by  yirtue 
of  the  laws  of  ^orth  Oarolina  and 
Geoigia,  from  which  States  they 
were  cut  off.  Louisiana  (including 
Missouri)  had  come  to  us  slavehold- 
ing  from  France;  so  had  Florida 


remain,  or  be  surrendered  to  the 
domination  and  uses  of  Slavery  ^  It 
was  well  known  that  Mr.  Calhoun 
had  elaborated  a  new  dogma  adapt* 
ed  to  the  ezigency,  whereby  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution  was  bold  to  cany 
Slavery  into  eyery  rood  of  Federal 
tenitoiy  whence  it  was  not  exdnded 
by  positive  law.  In  other  words, 
every  citizen  of  any  State  had  a  con- 
stitutional ri^dit  to  mii!;rate  into  any 
territorv  of  the  Union,  carrvincf  with 
him  whatever  the  law  of  his  own 
State  recognized  as  property ;  and 
this  must,  tiierefore,  be  guaxded  and 
defended  as  his  property  by  the  Fed- 
eral authorities  of  and  within  said  tep> 
ritory.  Should  this  view  not  be  pre- 
cluded by  some  decided  ])rotest.  some 
jiositive  action,  it  was  morally  cer- 


from  Si)ain  ;  while  Texas  had  been  tain  that  Fresident  I'olk,  with  every 
colonized  and  revolutionized  mainly   successor  of  like  liiiih,  would  adopt 


by  Sontberaers,  who  imprinted  on  her 
their  darling  institution"  before  we 
had  any  yoice  in  the  matter.  In  the 
ease  of  each,  it  had  been  plausibly 


it,  and  that  the  vast  and,  as  yet, 
nearly  unpeopled  rc^(ms  about  to 
be  acquired  tnm  Mexico  would  thus 

be  added  to  the  already  spac&OUs'do- 


and  sacoessMly  contended  that  their  i  minions  of  the  Slave  Poweor. 
81ayeiy  was  no  concern  of  ours—  |    There  was  a  hasly  consultation,  in 
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default  of  time  or  ojiportanity  for 
one  more  deliberate,  among  those 
Democratic  members  from  Free 
States  who  felt  that  Hie  extreme 
limit  of  justifiable  or  tolerable  con- 
cession to  Slavery  had  already  been 
'  reached ;  wherein  ^fesBrB.  Ifamlin, 
of  Maine,  George  Tvathbun,  Martin 
Grovor  and  Preston  Xing,  of  New 
York,  David  Wilmot,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Jacob  Brinekerhoff  and  James 
J.  Faran,  of  Ohio,  McClelland,  of 
Michigan,  and  others,  took  part ;  as 
the  Tesnlt  of  which,  Mr.  Wilmot 
moved  to  add  to  the  first  section 
of  the  bill  the  following : 

"ProriJ«i,  Tliat,  as  an  express  and  funda- 
mental conditioa  to  the  aoqaiotioa  of  anv 
territory  from  the  R«|mbUo  of  Mexico  bj  the 
I'nited  States,  by  viitie  of  any  treaty  that 
may  hfi  negotiated  between  them,  and  tn 
the  use  by  the  EseentlTe  of  ^e  raonevs 
heroin  appropriated,  neitlier  Slavery  nor  in- 
voluntary servitude  shall  ever  e.\ist  in  any 
part  of  said  territorr,  except  f)>r  erime, 
whereof  the  fattj  shall  first  be  doly  con- 

Vicleil.'' 

This  Proviso  was  adopted  in  Com- 
mittoc  hv  ^0  Ays  to  64  Noes  —  only  I 
three  nieni]>ers  (Democrats),  it  was 
said,  from  the  Free  States,  passing 
through  the  tellers  in  response  to  the 
call  ^  the  Noes.  The  bill  was 
therenpon  leported  to  Hie  House; 
and  Mr.  "Ratlibun,  of  New  York, 
moved  the  Previous  Question  on  its 
engrossment  (so  as  to  preclude  a  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  this  Proviso).  Tin's 
was  met  bv  Mr.  Tibbatts,  of  Ken- 
tncky,  witli  a  motion  that  thcbill  do  lie 
on  t/it  tiihU — in  other  words,  that  the 
original  measure,  but  a  moment  since 
deemed  so  vital,  be  voted  down,  in 
order  to  kill  the  Piroviio.  This  was 
defeated  on  a  call  of  the  Yeas  and 
Kays — all  the  members  from  Slave 
State-  but  Messrs.  William  P.  Thom- 


189 

asson  and  Henry  Grider  (Whigs),  of 
Kentucky,  Toting  to  lay  on  the  table, 
with  MesBTB.  Jol&  Pettit,  of  Indiana, 
and  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  John  A. 

McClemand  (Democrats),  of  Ilb'nois, 
and  Enbert  C.  Sclienck  (Whig\  of 
Ohio,  making  79 ;  while  the  Yeas 
I  (comj>rising  all  the  Whigs  l)ut  one, 
and  nearly  all  the  Democrats  from 
Free  States,  with  the  two  Kentucky 
Whigs  aforesaid),  were  Ojf.  The  biU 
was  thereupon  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed for  a  tidrd  reading  by  85  Teas  to 
80  Kays,  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Senate,  then  in  tlie  last  hours  of  the 
session.  On  its  l)eing  taken  up,  Mr. 
Dixon  II.  Lewis,  of  Alabama  (a  close 
adherent  of  Mr.  Callionn\  moved 
that  the  Proviso  aforesaid  be  strick- 
en out;  wheieupon  Mr.  John  Davis 
(Whig),  of  MasrachusettB,  rose  to  de* 
bate,  and  persisted  in  speaking,  as 
though  against  time,  until  mxin, 
which  had  been  concurrently  fixed 
as  the  hour  of  adjournment ;  bo  tho 
I  session  terminated,  and  the  bill  and 
proviso  faile<l  together.  It  is  ]>rob- 
able  that  President  Polk  woukl  have 
vetoed  tho  bill,  because  of  the  Pro%'iso, 
had  they  then  passed. 

Mr.  Davis  died*  not  many  years 
afterward,  and  no  explanation  of  hk 
course  in  this  instance  was  ever  given 
to  the  public.  He  may  have  desired 
only  to  defeat  sotno  obnoxious  meas- 
ure would  have  eonie  and 
which  would  probably  have  ]>assed  if 
this  bill  had  been  promptly  disposed 
of.  It  is  certain  that  Gen.  Oass^tiieii 
a  Senator,  complained,  on  his  home< 
ward  jonm^,  of  Mr.  Davis  having 
defeated  a  measure  which  should  have 
been  passed,  so  as  to  prednde  all  fur- 
ther controversy  with  regard  to  the 
Extension  of  Slavery. 


*  At  Woraeifeer,  Uao.,  April  1854. 
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More  than  a  rear  thereafter,  with  a 
Baltimore  Convention  and  a  Presiden- 
tial ele<rtion  in  immediate  prospect, 
Gen.  Cass  was  interrofjated  by  Mr. 
A.  O.  P.  Nicholson,  of  TennesBcc, 
with  regard  to  his  opinion  of  the 
Wilmot  Proviao.  In  Ids  reply/  Gen. 
C.  says . 

"  Tlie  Wflmot  Proviso  has  been  before  the 
country  for  w)tne  time.  It  hiis  been  repeat- 
edly dijM'Ussed  in  Congress  uiid  by  the  public 
prOflB*  I  am  stroiiirly  impressed  with  the 
opinion  that  a  great  change  \i»a  been  goin^ 
on  in  the  public  mind  upon  this  subject,  in 
my  own  as  well  as  others,  and  that  doubts  are 
resolving  themselves  into  ooovictions,  that 
the  principle  it  involves  shonltl  be  kept  oat 
of  the  National  Li-gij-laturL,  and  left  to  the 
people  of  the  confederacy  in  their  respective 
lootil  governments." 

This  letter  is  notable  as  the  first 
dear  enunciation  of  the  doctarine 
termed  Pcpuiar  (otherwiae  squatter) 
Sovereignty — ^that  is,  of  the  lack  of 
Intimate  power  in  the  Federal 
Government  to  exclude  Slavery  from 
its  torritdrios:.  Gen.  Cass's  position 
M  m  thorouglily  canva-ssed.  six  months 
after  it  was  taken,  in  a  letter*  from 
Martin  Van  Buren  to  N.  J.^AVater- 
bury  and  other  Free  Soil  Democrats 
of  Hb  State,  wherein  he  said : 

"The  power,  the  existence  of  which  is  at 
this  lato  day  clonietl,  is,  in  iny  opinion,  fully 
granted  to  Congress  by  the  (Constitution. 
Its  langnage,  the  ciroomstances  undor  which 
it  was  adopted,  the  rt-conled  explanations 
which  accoiupauied  iis  ionnation — the  con- 
struction it  has  received  frojo  our  highest 
Judicial  tribunals,  and  the  very  solemn  and 
repeated  confirmations  it  has  derived  from 
the  measures  of  the  Government — not 
the  shadow  of  a  doubt  ia  my  mind  iu  re- 
gard to  the  authority  of  Oongress  to  exer- 
cise the  power  in  question.  This  i.^  not  a 
new  opinion  on  my  part,  nor  the  first  oc- 
oasion  on  which  it  has  been  avowed.  While 
tlie  candi(l;iti'  ot'  my  friends  for  the  Presi- 
dency, 1  distinctly  announced  my  opinion 
In  favor  of  the  power  of  Congress  to  abolish 
Sluv.  ry  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  nl- 
•   tliougli  I  was,  for  reasons  which  were  then, 


I  and  are  still,  satisfactory  to  my  mind,  very 
'  decidedly  opposed  to  its  exercise  thereu 
The  qnestion  of  power  is  certainly  as  dear 
in  respi-ct  to  tlie  'I'erritories  a.n  it  is  in  re- 
gard lo  the  J)istriet;  and,  as  to  the  Terri- 
tories, ray  ojiinion  was  also  made  known  ia 
;  a  still  more  solemn  fonn,  by  giving  the 
Executive  approval  required  by  the  Consti- 
tution to  the  bill  for  the  organization  of^ 
the  Territorial  Government  of  Jowa,  which 
prohibited  the  introduction  of  Slavery  into 
that  Territory." 

The  XXXth  Gongreee  assembled 
Deceniljer  Oth,  1847,  when  Rotwrt 
C.  Winthrop  (Whig),  of  Matssachn- 
setts,  was  chosen  Sjxjaker  of  the 
House  by  a  nuijority  of  one and,  on 
the  28tli  of  February  ensuing,  Mr. 
Harvpy  Putnam,  of  New  York,  hav- 
ing moved  an  independent  resolve 
ei^>od7ing  the  suhstenoe  of  the  Wil- 
mot Proviso,  Mr.  Bichard  Brodhead, 
of  Pennsylvania,  moved  tliat  the 
same  do  lie  on  the  table,  which  ]>r6- 
vailed  —Yeas  105,  Nays  93 — twenty- 
five  Democ  rats  and  one  '  Native'  (Tj. 
C.  Levin)  from  the  Free  iStatea 
voting  with  the  entire  South  to  la/ 
on  the  table ;  all  the  Whig^  and  a 
large  majority  of  the  Democrats 
from  Free  States  against  it. 

Peace  with  Mexico  having  been 
made/  a  bill  providing  a  Territorial 

i  Government  for  Oregon  being  be- 
fore Congress  at  this  session,  and 

j  referred  in  tlic  Senate  to  a  Select 
Coumiittee,  Mr.  Julia  M.  Clayton, 
of  Delaware,  from  that  Committee, 
reported  it  with  amendments  estab- 
lishing Territorial  Governments  also 
for  New  Mexico  and  California,  An 

i  original  feature  of  this  bill  was  a 
proj>osition  embodied  therein  that  all 
questions  eoncerninir  Slavery  in  those 
Territories  be  relerred  directly  to 
the  arbitration  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States.    This  measure 


*  Dated  Washington,  Dooemlxjr  24,  1847. 

•  Dated  Lindenwald,  June  20, 


(  By  t}ie  treaty  of  Quadalnpe  Hidalgo^  Fab' 
ruary,  1^48. 
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passed  tlie  Senate  hy  the  strong  vote 
of  33  Yeas  to  22'XHys— all  from 
Free  States  — but,  on  its  reaching  the 
House,  Mr.  Ale.x.  11.  Stephen:*,  of 
Georgia,  uioved  that  it  (fo  lie  oil  the 
tal/hy  which  prevailed  j  Yeas  112 
(30  of  them  Democrats  from  Vrob 
States;  8  Wlugs  from  SIatb  States; 
and  74  Whigs  from  Free  States) ; 
Kays  97 ;  (21  Democrata  from  Free 
State*,  with  all  the  Democrat^,  and 
all  hut  8,  aa  aforesaid,  of  tlie  Wliigs, 
from  8I;ivo  States).  As  the  Court 
W{i>  then  (•  "ii-tiruted,  there  was  little  ■ 
room  tor  doubt  that  its  award  would 
have  been  favorable  to  Slavery  Ex- 
tensum ;  hence  this  vote.  Mr.  Clay- 
ton's Compromise^  tiins  defeated,  was 
never  revived. 

Tlio  Demt^cratic  National  Conven-  • 
tion  lur  l'^4S  a.-;senibled  at  Baltimore  ! 
on  the  '2'2d  of  May.  Gen.  Lewis 
Cass,  of  Michigan,  received  125 
votes  for  President  on  the  fU%t  bal- 
lot, to  55  for  James  Bnohanan,  53 
jfer  Levi  Woodbarr,  9  for  tTohn  C. 
Calhoun,  6  for  Gen.  Worth,  and  3 
for  Geo.  M,  Pallas.  On  the  fourth 
ballot,  Gen.  Cass  had  179  to  75  for 
all  otliers,  and  wa.s  declared  nomi- 
iuite<l.  den.  "William  O.  Bdtlkk, 
of  Kentucky,  received  114  votes  Ibr 
Vice-President  on  the  tirst  ballot, 
and  was  nnanimoodj  nommated  on 
the  third.  Two  delations  from 
Kew  York  presenting  themselves  to 
this  Conveiiiion — that  of  the  Tree 
Soilers,  nadical8,or  "Barnburners," 
whose  leader  was  Samuel  Young, 
and  that  of  tlie  C^triservatives  or 
"Hunkers,"  whaso  chief  Avas  Daniel 
S.  Dickinson — the  Convention  at- 
tempted to  split  the  difference  hj 
admitting  both,  and  giving  each 


half  the  vote  to  which  the  State  was 
entitled.  This  the  "  Barnburners'* 
rejected,  lea^^ng  the  Convention  and 
refusinj;  to  be  bomid  bv  its  con- 
elusions.  The  great  body  of  them 
heartily  united  in  the  Free  Soil 
movement,  whieh  eolminated  in  a 
National  Convention  at  Bnfyo,' 
wherebj  Mabidi  Tah  Bujueh  was 
nominaied  for  President,  with 
Chables  Francis  Adams,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, for  Yice-President. 

The  regular  Democratic  or  Cass 
I  and   Butler   Convention  reiterated 
must  of  the  resolves  of  its  two  predo- 
cesBors,  adding  two  or  three  in  oomf 
mendation  of  the  War  with  Mexico ; 
waimlj  congratulated  Trtsaee  on  her 
recent  retain  to  a  republican  form 
of  government,  and  ambiguously  in- 
•  dorsed  the  new  Popular  Sovereign^ 
!  discovery  as  follows  : 

"  Iie»ohe<h  That  in  flio  recent  develop- 
ment of  this  gruud  pulitieul  truth,  of  the 
8(>rereignt7  of  the  people  and  their  capacity 
for  fielf-frovernment,  which  is  pnistrating 
tlirones  and  erectinj?  rciMihlics  on  the  riiinj 
of  despotism  in  the  <  'M  World,  wo  feel 
that  a  hi^h  and  socrcil  duty  is  devolved, 
with  increased  responsibility,  upon  the 
Democratic  party  of  this  e(Miiitrv,  as  the 
party  of  the  People,  to  sostaiu  and  advance* 
amonpT  qs  Consntntional  Liberty,  Equality 
ami  Fruti-rtiity,  ](y  cnnfinniiifr  to  resist  all 
moDopolies  aud  exclusive  l^i^tion  for  the 
benefit  of  the  fevr  at  the  expense  of  the 
iFK'.ti  -,  and  by  a  vigilant  juid  eonsistent  nd- 
herenoe  to  thoee  principled  and  compro- 
mises of  the  Constitatioii  which  are  broad 
enotiprh  and  strong  enonph  to  einhruce  and 
niihuld  the  Union  a.-*  it  was,  as  it  is,  and  the 
I  n  ion  a^  it  shall  bo,  in  tlie  full  expansipn 
of  the  ener^'ie-^  and  capadt/ of  this  great  and 
progressive  people." 

At  this  Convention,  the  CaUioun 
or  extreme  Southern  dcigma  of  the 
coii.-tilutionul  right  of  each  slavo- 
holder  to  remove  with  his  slaves 
into  my  Federal  Tenitoiy,  and  hold  •> 
them  there  in  defianee  of  Congreas 


1  August  9,  lUi, 
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or  any  local  aiitlioritr,  was  submit- 
ted 1>Y  William  L.  Yancej,  of 
Alabama,  ia  tbe  foUowiiig  guise: 

"  Ii< sohol.  Tliat  the  floctrino  of  non- 
ioteneruuco  with  the  rights  of  property  of 
an^"  pNortioii  of  tlio  people  of  this  oonfM- 
eraey,  be  it  ia  the  St  it  is  or  Tcrritorifs 
thereof  by  any  other  thou  the  parties  in- 
terested in  them,  is  th«  true  Republioan 
dootrihe  reoognued  by  this  body*" 

The  party  was  not  yet  ready  for 
•  Baeh  strong  meat,  and  resolve 
"was  rejected  :  Nays  21 G  ;  Yeas  86 — 
South  Carolina  9;  Alabama  9; 
Georgia  9  ;  Ar]<aTi<as  3  ;  Florida  3 ; 
Maryland  1;  JbLeutucky  1;  Tennes- 
see 1. 

The  AMiig  National  Convention 
assembled  in  Philadelphia,  June  7ih. 
Gkn.  Zachabt  Taylob,  of  Louis- 
iana, had  on  the  first  ballot  111 
TOtes  for  President  to  97  for  Henry 
Clay,  43  IV.r  General  Scott,  22  for 
Mr.  Webster,  and  G  scatterjig.  On 
the  fourth  ballot  (next  dav\  Gen. 
Taylor  had  171  to  107  for  all  others, 
and  was  declared  nominated.  ^fiL- 
'Lss.vt  FiLLMoKK,  of  Ncw  York,  had 
115  votes  lor  Yice-President,  on  the 
^ftrst  ballot,  to  109  for  Abbott  Law- 
•  renoe,  of  Maasaehusetta,  and  50  scat- 
tering. Ob  the  second  ballot,  JSi, 
IUhnore  had  178,  and  was  nomi- 
nated. No  resolves  affirming  dis- 
tinctive principles  were  passed;  re- 
peated elTorts  to  inter})ose  one 
affirming  tlie  prim'iple  of  the  Wil- 
mot  l^roviso  being  met  by  success- 
ful motions  to  lay  on  the  table. 

The  Buffalo  or  Free  Soil  Conven- 
tion was  as  frank  and  explicit  in  its 
declaration  of  principles  as  its  more 
powerfld  rivals  had  been  ambignous 
or  reticent.  The  following  are  its 
most  material  averments : 


"  Hetolred^  That  the  Proviso  of  Jeffbrson, 
to  prohibit  tho  existence  of  Slavery  nfter 
ISUO,  in  all  tho  TorritcrioH  of  tho  United 
States,  Boathem  and  Northern;  the  votes 
of  six  States  and  sixteen  delegates,  in  the 
Congress  of  17S-1,  fur  tho  Proviso,  to  three 
States  and  seven  dele^tcs  against  it;  the 
actual  exclusion  of  Slavery  from  the  North- 
western 'IV'rritory,  hy  the  Opc^tuaui'C  of 
1787,  unanimously  adopted  b^  the  States  in 
Confrress;  and  the  entire  history  of  that 
period,  ch-arly  sliow  that  it  Ava'^  the  policy 
of  the  Nutiun  not  to  extend,  nutioualize,  or 
enoourn^e,  but  to  limft^  localize,  and 
conrnpe  Slavery ;  and  to  this  policy,  which 
should  never  have  been  departed  from,  the 
Crovemment  on^ht  to  ratam. 

"  nr.-nhrff,  Tli.nt  our  fathers  ordained  the 
Constitution  of  tho  United  States,  in  order, 
among  other  great  National  objects,  to  '  es- 
tablish justice,  ])roninto  the  ironeral  welfare, 
and  secure  tlio  lilessings  of  liberty ;'  but  ex- 
pressly denied  to  tho  Federal  Governm^t, 
which  tliey  rreatcd,  all  constitutional  power 
to  dejirivo  any  person  of  life,  liberty,  or 
property,  uitliout  duo  le^ral  process. 

" /i^jif That,  in  llie  Juil;^n!eiit  of  this 
Convention,  Coufiress  has  no  more  power  to 
make  a  slave  than  to  make  n  kin? ;  no  more 
power  to  institute  or  establish  Slavery,  than, 
to  institute  or  esial>li>li  monarchy:  no  snch 
power  can  be  found  amonu'  i !  ise  specifically 
conferred  by  the  Constitution,  or  derived 
by  just  implication  froni  them. 

^^Jiemked,  Tliat  it  is  the  duty  of  tlio 
Federal  Government  to  relieve  itself  from 
all  responsibility  for  the  existence  or  con- 
tinuance of  Slavery,  wherever  tlu'  (!  'Vern- 
ment  possesses  constitutional  authority  to 
legislate  on  that  snbject,  and  it  ia  thna  re> 
sponsible  for  its  existeiu  c. 

Betokeily  That  the  true,  and,  in  the 
judgment  of  this  Oonvention,  the  only  safe 
means  of  preventing  the  extension  of  Slavery 
into  territory  now  Free,  is  to  prohibit  its 
extenrion  in  aU  snch  tenitory  by  an  set  of 
Congress." 

In  the  event,  Gen.  Taylor  was 

chosen  PreBident,  receiAing;  the  v<)tes 

of  Xew  York,  Pennsylvania,  and 

thirteen  other  States,  clioosin^'r  1<»3 

Electors.    The  stroiiu;  Free  Soil  vote 

for  Van  Buren  ensured  to  Gen.  Cass 

the  votes  of  Ohio,  and  of  every  other  ' 

State  lidrth-west  of  the  Ohio,  most 

of  them  by  a  plnralitj  only  over 

Taylor.   Gen.  Cass  carried  fifteen 

States,  choosing  137  Electors.  Mr. 

Van  Buren  eanied  no  Electors^  bnt 
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received  a  respectable  support  in 
every  iVee  State,  Bhode  Isluid  and 
New  Jenej  excepted.  New  York, 
MaaaehesettB,  and  Yennont,  eadi 
gaTe  a  larger  popular  vote  to  him 
than  to  Gen.  Oass;  "Wisconsin  gave 
him  nearly  as  many  as  Gen.  Taylor. 
The  entire  popnlar  vote  (South  Caro- 
lina not  castini^  any)  stood — Taylor 
and  Fillmore,  1,360,T.")2;  Cass  and 
Butkr,  1,219,002;  Van  Buren  and 
Adauis,  201,342.  Gen.  Taylor  had 
a  majority  of  the  Electoral  and  a 
plurality  of  the  Popalar  vote,  both 
in  the  Free  and  in  the  Sla?e  States 
lapoctiYely. 

The  struggle  for  the  organization 
of  the  tenitoriei  was  resumed  in 

Congress  the  ensuing  "Winter;  and, 
though  there  had  been  very  few 
changes  of  members,  there  had  been 
a  verv  considerable  chanire  of  feeline: 
on  the  part  of  a  great  many  Demo- 
crats from  Free  States.  They  indig- 
nantly felt  that,  by  the  TOte  east  for 
Gen.  Taylor  in  the  South,  the  aer- 
Tioea  and  aaerifioes  of  their  party  had 
1>een  nngratefully  requited.  That 
eight  of  the  fifteen  Slave  States 
should  ca«t  their  votes  for  the  Whig 
candidate  for  President,  leaving  "V^ir- 
ginia,  Alabama,  and  Mississippi  to 
be  carried  against  him  by  the  very 
leanest  majorities,  was  not  the  enter- 
tainment to  which  they  had  been  in- 
fited  when  they  risked  their  ascend- 
ency at  home,  and  their  aeats,  by 


voting  for  Gag-Iiules,  and  against 
the  establishment  by  law  of  Freedom 
in  the  Territories.  Some  of  them 
were  permanently  alienated,  thoii§^ 
the  far  greater  number  were  but  tem- 
porarily estranged,  fs  i  m  the  councils 
of  their  Sonthem  chie&.  But  the 
change  was  made  evident,  soon  after 
tlic  assembling  of  the  XXXth  Con- 
gress for  its  second  session,  when, 
(December  13,  1S48),  on  motion  of 
lion,  Joseph  M.  lioot,  of  Oliio,  the 
House 

**3letoh0i^  That  the  Committee  on  Terri- 
tories be  instructed  to  report  to  this  House, 
with  as  little  delay  as  practicable,  a  bill  or 
bills  providing  a  territorial  government  for 
ouch  of  the  Territories  of  New  Mexico  and 
Caiifomia,  and  exolading  Slavory  thera- 

This  passed  by  Yeas  108,  includ- 
ing every  Whig,  and  all  but  eight  of 
the  Democrats*  from  IVee  States; 
Kays  80— all  from  the  Slave  States 
bnt  the  eight  aforesaid. 

A  further  evidence  of  the  altered 
feeling  of  the  House  was  afforded, 
when,  a  few  days  thereafter,  the  fol- 
lowing was,  during  the  morning 
hour,  moved  by  Mr.  Daniel  Gott,  of 
New  York : 

WherMSy  the  traffic  now  proaeoatod  in 
this  m«tropo1i8  of  the  Repnbne  in  htmum 

beings,  as  chnttels,  is  contrary  to  natural 
justice,  and  the  fondamental  principles  of 
our  poIMeal  system,  is  notonoaslj  a  re> 
jiroacli  to  our  country  throughout  Christen- 
dom, and  a  serious  hindrance  to  the  pro* 
gress  of  repnblioaa  liberty  among  the  na- 
tions of  the  earth :  Therefore, 

**£e»oktd^  That  the  Committee  on  the 
IMstriot  of  Cdomhia  be  inttnioted  to  TCiKni 


*  The  members  from  Free  ^States  (all  Demo> 
B),wiio  bad  voted  at  the  last  ssMrioDtob^ 

the  Wllmot  Proviso  on  the  table,  and  who  now 
TOted  /or  the  principle  as  above,  were  as  follow : 
Haive. — Asa  W.  H.  Clapp,  James  S.  Wiley 
— ^2.  Kbw  York.  — Frederick  W.  Lord— l. 
Ohio. — Thomas  Richcy — 1.  IimiANA. — Charles 
W.  Ostbcart,  Thomas  J.  Henley,  John  L.  Bobm- 
■oi^  mniam  W.  WiaiE«-4  luoRaa— ^Robert 

18 


Smith — I.  Messrs.  Clark  and  11.  WLlliama,  of 
MafaM,  BtrdaaD  and  Mm^,  ef  Neir  Toitv 

Brodhead  and  Mann,  of  Tonnsylvania ;  Potttt, 
of  Indiana ;  Ficklin  and  McClemand,  of  Illinois, 
who  Yoted  with  the  South  at  the  former  session 
— now  failed  to  vote.  Mr.  D.  S.  Jackson,  of  ITeiT 
York,  who  then  voted  with  the  South,  bad  been 
suooeeded  by  Mr.  H.  Greeley,  who  voted  wiUk 
theHorfh. 
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a  bill,  as  soon  as  practicaMe,  proMUtiiig  Htub 
filATe-Xrade  in  said  Dutriok" 

PreviouB  Question  having 
been  required  and  ordered,  this  reso- 
lution was  adopted  by  Yeas  98  to 
vs  88.  Hereupon  there  waa  a  call 
for  the  Southern  members  to  leave 
the  Hall,  and  various  demonstrations 
of  the  sort,  which  re:?ulted  in  a  meet- 
ing of  members  from  the  Slave 
Stetee ;  whioh  reaulted  in  «a  ftddress 
to  their  constitnenta^  drafted  and 
reported  by  Mr.  Calhoim ;  which  re> 
suited  in  nothing.  The  House  Com- 
mittee on  the  District,  being  Pro- 
Slavery,  of  course  took  good  care  not 
to  report  as  instructed  above. 

The  Territorial  bill  ft>r  California, 
foreshadowed  and  conitnended  by 
Mr.  Root's  resolve,  was  re])orted  by 
Caleb  B.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  on  the 
20th,  and  that  for  New  Mexico  fol- 
lowed on  the  8d  of  January,  1849. 
An  effort  (Jannaij  15),  by  Mr.  Jn« 
line  BodLweU,  of  MaMaehneettBy  to 
make  the  former  a  special  order,  fail- 
ed, lacking  a  two-thirds  vot^  but  re- 
ceived the  vote  of  nearly  every  mem- 
ber from  the  Free  States — 114-  to  71. 
The  bill  wa^i  iinally  taken  out  of  Com- 
mittee of  the  ^\'hole  on  the  2(Jth  of 
February,  and  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  next  day ;  when  Mr.  R.  K. 
Meade,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  it  do 
lie  on  the  table,  whieh  was  deduTe- 
Ij  negatived;  and  then  the  bill  pass- 
ed the  House  by  126  Yeas  to  87  Kays. 
Mr.  Aylett  Buckner  0^*^^  Ken- 
tacky)^  who  had  made  a  forcible  aud 
thorough-going  speech  in  favor  of  ex- 
cluding Slavery  from  tlie  Territories, 
voted  with  his  Wliig  colleague.  Green 
Adams,  and  all  the  Whigs  and  all  but 
£iive*  of  the  Democrats  from  the  Free 


8tatee,in  the  aiBrmative;  while  aU 
the  members  present  from  the  Slave 
States  but  Messn.  Adams  and  Buck- 
ner voted  in  the  negative :  u>  that  the 
House  divided  very  nearly  on  Mason 
and  Dixon's  line.  But  ^Ir.  Buckner 
paid  for  his  speech  and  vote  on  this 
occasion  with  his  seat.  Ho  had  suc- 
ceeded in  1847,  over  his  Democratic 
opponent,  by  386  majority ;  he  was 
thrown  out  in  1849  by  1140  majority. 
Mr.  Adams  did  not  stand  for  re-deo- 
tioD.  And  the  biU  thus  passed  was 
not  even  considered  In  the  Senate— 
a  motion  by  Mr.  Douglas  (F ebmaiy 
28),  that  it  be  taken  up  for  reference, 
having  been  promptly  Yoted  down  by 
28  Nays  to  25  Yeas. 

For  the  Pro-Slavery  majority  in 
that  Senate  had  already  resolved  ou 
their  course,  and  it  did  not  lie  at  all 
in  this  direction.  They  believed  that 
their  opportunily  was  at  band ;  that 
the  more  especial  Mends  the  in- 
ccmiing  Administration  were  annons 
to  have  the  Slavery  question  settled 
— that  is,  the  opposition  to  Slaveiy 
Extension  defeated  or  withdrawn, 
that  being  the  way  such  questions 
were  usually  settled  —  in  order  to 
make  matters  smooth  and  pleasant 
for  the  powers  soon  to  be ;  and  they 
knew  that  the  irritation  of  the!North- 
em  Democrats  against  the  South  to 
gi%'ing  a  majority  of  its  votes  tot  Gen. 
Taylor  as  against  Gen.  Cass  had  beea 
gradually  dying  out  under  the  piea- 
sure  of  social  influences  and  of  party 
necessities.  They  beheved  that,  if  a 
proper  issue  were  made,  the  North- 
ern repugnance  to  the  organization 
of  the  Territories  in  profound  silence 
as  to  Slavery,  might  be  overcome. 
They  had,  therefore,  determined  to 


»  ife«Rrs.  Bamuel  A.  Bridges  of  Pcnnj'j'lrania,  William  Sawyer,  of  Ohio.  Ifes'irs.  Chaa  Brown, 
jaA  WMam  Xonnon,  Jr.,  John  K.  Miller,  aud  [  CbM.  J.  IngenoU,  Mid  other  cuoh,  did  cot  TOtA. 
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fasten  to  the  Civil  and  Diplomatic 
Appropriation  bill,  a  "rider,''  organ- 
izmg  the  new  TenitorieB  with,  no 
TeetrictioiL  on  or  impediment  to  the 
introdnction  of  Slavery,  calculating 
tiiat  a  Bofficient  number  of  the  North- 
em  firiends  of  the  AdminiBtration 
would  permit  thi8  to  pass  rather  than 
pce  the  Government  crippled  and  the 
President  eons^tnaned  to  call  an  extra 
eesgion  of  Congress — ulwaysj  a  portent 
of  evil  to  the  party  in  power.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  great  Appropriation 
bUl,  having  passed  the  Honae,  and 
been  rep<n^  to  and  several  days 
debated  in  the  Senate,  Hr.  Walker, 
of  Wisoonsin,  moved  to  add  a  section 
extending  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  over  "the  territory  west  of 
the  Rio  del  Norte,  acquired  from 
Mexico  by  the  treaty  of  Feltruary 
22,  lS48,"\nd  authoriziiiir  the  Presi- 
dent  to  "i)rescribe  and  establi.sh  all 
proper  and  needful  regulations  for 
the  enforcement^  of  the  Conetitation 
andlawB  in  eaid  Teiritoiy;  as  also 
''to  appoint  and  oommifldon  saeh 
offioera  as  may  be  neoeasary  to  ad- 
minister such  laws,"  etc.,  etc.  This 
paaaed  the  Senate  by  29  Yeas""  to  27 
Kay-^:  hut  the  bill  being  thus  re- 
tnm(  (1  to  the  Ilouse,  the  Senate's 
aTiiciidment  wa-s  there  (Marcli  2)  re- 
jected :  Yeas  100  (thirteen  of  them 
from  Free  States)  to  Kaj  s  ll-i  (all 
irom  Free  States).  The  bill  was  then 
xetnmed  in  its  original  shape  to  the 
Senate.  The  Senate  insiated  on  ita 
amendment,  and  aaked  a  eonfttenoe^ 
which  was  granted,  but  nothing  came 
of  it  The  Committee  reported  to 
either  House  its  inability  to  agree^ 
and  was  discharged. 
Mr.  Hcdemand  (Democrat),  of 


Illinois,  now  Tuoved  that  the  Ilouse 
recede  irom  its  non-concurrence  in 
the  Senate'a  amendment,  which  pie- 
vailed — Yeaa  111 ;  Naya  106 ;  where- 
upon ICr.  Bicbard  W.  Thompson 
(Wbig),  of  Lidian%  moved  that  the 
House  do  concur  with  the  SenaU 
with  an  amendment^  which  was,  in 
fact,  a  substitute  for  the  Senate's  pro- 
ject, and  of  which  the  gist  was  a  pro- 
v\&\on  that  ''until  the  4tli  of  Julv, 
1850,  unless  Congress  ehall  sooner 
provide  for  the  government  of  said 
Tenifeoriea,  Cfta  €BBiui*ng  law»  ihangf 
shdU  he  retained  and  dbeerved^ — in 
other  wovda,  that  the  laws  of  Mexi- 
co, whereby  Slaveiy  was  aboliahed 
throughout  her  entire  area,  should 
continue  in  force  in  said  Territoriea 
of  New  Mexico  and  California.  The 
Senate's  amendment,  as  amended,  was 
then  agreed  to:  Yeas  110;  Kays  103. 
And  tlius  tlie  bill,  latent  night  of  what 
was  necessarily  the  last  day  of  tlie 
session,  was  returned  to  the  Senate. 

The  majority  of  that  body  were 
fairly  caught  in  tlieir  own  snare. 
They  had  vociferonaly  proteated  that 
Congress  should  not  adjonm  without 
providing  for  the  government  and 
quiet  of  the  new  territories;  and 
had  tlireatened  to  defeat  the  General 
Appropriation  ])ill  and  leave  the  Gov- 
ernment penniless  if  this  were  not 
acceded  to  by  the  Ilouse.  And  here 
was  the  bill  proposing  to  do  just  what 
they  had  inriatod  mutt  be  done^  and 
oonld  not  with  aa&ly  be  postponed. 
ItwaeeiJyoijeotionaMein  tliat  itpro* 
vided  (as  was  done  in  the  case  of  Jjonh 
isiana  and  Florida)  that  the  social  con- 
ditions which  had  existed  prior  to  our 
acquisition  should  remain  unchanged 
until  OoDgresSy  or  the  People  more 


Including  oidy  Mamn.  Dickinaon  of  New    Fitzgerald  of  Iflcbigan,  and  Hannafn  of  Isdl* 

JUKk,  Am  Q,1M^^  lam^l)oa^Qtmauia,  1  an*  (all  fiwMcntiX  ft«a  ftM  fltataa 
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immediately  intereBted,  dunild  see  fit 
to  change  them.  But  this  was  exactly 
what  the  majority  detennined  should 
not  be,  and  were  wolfing  to  prevent. 

Tet  tliey  did  not  care  to  make  up  an 
issue  with  the  House  majority  on  this 
point,  and  go  to  the  country  on  the 
defeat  of  the  chief  Appropriation 
bill,  and  consequent  embarrassment 
of  the  Government,  for  no  other  rea- 
son than  that  the  House  had  refused 
to  nnite  In  opening  the  Territories  to 
Slavery.  And  so,  after  spending  most 
of  the  night  In  heated  diaonssion — 
much  of  it  mere  talking  against  time 
— the  Senate,  toward  mominir,  Ptruck 
out  of  the  Appropriation  bill  its  ma- 
terially amended  amendment,  and 
passed  the  bill  as  it  ori^iii;illy  came 
from  tlie  House — at  all  events,  with 
no  provision  for  the  organization  or 
government  of  New  Mexico  and 
Oalifomia.  And  thns  ended  the 
Administration  of  Mr.  Polk,  along 
with  the  XXXth  Oongress. 

The  action  <rf  the  XXIXth  and 
XXXth  Congresses  respectively  with 
regard  to  the  Territory  of  Oregon^ 
though  proceeding  simultaneously 
with  tlie  incidents  already  recorded 
in  this  chapter,  and  involving  essen- 
tially identical  principles,  requires  dis- 
tinct presentation,  that  the  two  diverse 
and  somewhat  conflicting  threads 
of  narratire  may  not  be  blended  in 
h<qpele88  entanglement.  That  action, 
briefly  summed  np,  was  as  ft^ows : 

At  the  first  session  of  the  XXIXth 
Oongress,  Mr.  Stephen  A.  Douglas 
reported  to  the  House  (August  6, 
1846)  a  bill  organizing  the  Territory 
of  Oregon,  whereof  the  northern 
boundary  had  just  been  fixed  at  lati- 
tude 40'*  by  treaty  with  Great  Bri- 
tain.   The  bill,  as  reported,  was 


silent  TCspeeting  Slavery;  bat,  whUe 
under  discussion  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole^  the  following  amend- 
ment was  added: 

"And  neither  Slaverj  nor  iiiTolQiitaiT' 
servitnde  shall  ever  exist  in  nid  Territory, 
except  for  crime,  whereof  the  party  shall 
h«Te  been  duty  ooniloted.** 

In  the  House,  on  eoming  ont  of 

Committee,  the  Yeas  and  Nays  were 
demanded  on  this  amendment,  which 
was  sustained:  Yeas  108;  Nays  44 
— onlv  three  or  four  Northern  Demo 
crats  and  five  or  six  Southern  Whigs 
bein^  found  among  the  Nays,  where- 
of the  residue  were  Southern  Demo- 
crats. The  bill,  as  thus  amended, 
psased  the  Hoose,  bat  went  to  the 
Senate  so  near  the  dose  of  the  sea- 
fiion  that,  though  referred  to  and 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Ter- 
ritories^ no  farther  aetion  was  had 
thereon. 

On  the  assembling  of  this  Con- 
gress for  its  second  session,  Mr. 
Douglas  again  reported  to  the  House 
a  bill  to  proWdo  a  Territorial  Gov- 
ernment fur  Oregon,  which  was  read, 
twice,  and  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole;  where  it  was  debated 
throu(^ihe  11th,  13th,  and  14th  <^ 
January,  and  ordered  to  be  taken 
out  of  Committee  on  the  ISth.  On 
that  day.  Gen.  Armistead  Burt,  of 
South  Carolina,  moved  (having  al- 
ready done  so  in  Committee  of  the 
"Wliole)  this  addition  to  the  clause 
inhibiting  Slavery,  as  above  given  : 

"  Inasmnob  as  the  whole  of  the  said  Ter- 
ritory lies  north  of  thirty-slz  dsgreet  thirtj 

minutes  north  latittulr'.  kiion-n  U  the  lilM  . 
of  the  Missouri  Coinpromiae." 

The  object  of  this  amendment  was 

to  obtain  from  the  ITonse  a  recogni- 
tion of  the  parallel  BS"-'  30'  as  a  divid- 
'  inf?  line  between  Slave  and  Free 
I  territory  across  the  entire  continent, 
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or  BO  far  as  our  poeeeesions  might  ex- 
tend. The  House  voted  duwn  Gen. 
Burt's  proposition :  Yeaa  82 ;  Nays 
114 — every  member  from  the  Slave 
States,  with  four"  Democrats  from 
Free  States*,  voting  in  tlie  affirma- 
tive ;  while  every  Whig  from  the 
Free  States^  with  every  Democrat 
from  thoee  States  but  4he  four  aforo- 
nidy  Toted  in  the  negatiTe.  The 
bill  theraqpon  paned  ihe  Honae  by 
184  Yeas  to  85  Kays — all  from  Slave 
States ;  bnt,  on  reaching  the  Senate, 
it  was  referred,  reported,  sent  back 
again,  and  finally,  on  the  last  day  of 
the  session,  laid  on  the  table — Yeas 
26;  Nays  18 — there  to  sleep  the 
sleep  of  death. 

In  the  next  (XXXth)  Congress, 
ISr,  Caleb  R  Smilih  (Wbig),  of  In- 
dianA  (sinoe  Secretaiy'of  the  Into- 
lioTy  under  Ftasident  lincoln),  was 
chainnan  of  the  Committee  on  Terri- 
tories ;  and  ft  bill  creating  a  Territo- 
rial Government  for  Oregon,  and 
prohibiting  Slavery  therein,  was  re- 
ported by  him  on  the  0th  of  Febru- 
aiy,  1848.  This  bill  was  made  a 
special  order  five  weeks  thereafter, 
but  was  BO  pertiuacioutsly  resisted  by 
the  Slavery  Eztensiomsts  that  it 
eould  not  be  got  out  of  Gommittee  tQl 
AugDsC  1 ;  when  an  amendment  made 
in  Cknnmittee,  striking  out  that  eUuue 
of  the  original  bill  whereby  the  pro^'i- 
nons  of  the  Ordinance  of  '87.  were 
extended  to  this  Territory — ^in  other 
words,  Slavery  was  prohibited  there- 
in— was  negatived  ;  Yeas  88  ;  Xays 
114.  On  tliis  division,  Mr.  John  AV. 
Houston  (Wliig),  of  Delaware,  voted 

"  PBjrNSTLVAmA. — Charlcs  J.  IngeraoU — 1. 
IiUKOia — Stephen  A.  Douglafl,  Robert  Smith 
lomJL—&,  q  TTattlwgii  1.  Inallfi. 

OKsirYoBX. — Ausburo  Birdaall— I.  Omo. — 
mDn  Keukoo,  jr.,  Joha  Z.  HOkf— 1.  lui- 


with  the  majorityy  which  was  other- 
wise entirely  composed  of  members 
from  Free  States  ;  eight "  Democrats 
from  Free  States  voted  in  the  minor- 
ity, otherwise  composed  of  all  the 
members  from  Slave  States  present, 
Mr.  Houston,  of  Delaware,  excepted. 
The  bill  then  passed  the  House  by  a 
^sectional"  vote— Yeas  128;  Nays 
71. 

In  the   Senate^  Mr^  Douglas" 

promptly  (August  5th)  reported  this 

bill  with  amendments,  and  a  proposi- 
tion from  Mr.  Foote,  of  Mississippi, 
that  it  "  do  lie  on  the  table,"  was  de- 
feated by  15  (ultra  Southern)  Yeas  to 
3C  Nays.  Among  the  amendments 
reported  by  Mr.  Douglas  was  a  repro- 
dnetktn  In  substance  of  Gen.  Burt's, 
defeated  the  year  before  in  the 
House,  whieh  now  received  but  two 
votes — ^those  of  Messrs.  Bright'  and 
Douglas.  Mr.  Douglas  therenpon 
moved  to  amend  the  bill,  bj  insert- 
ing as  follows: 

"  That  the  line  of  thirty-six  degrees  and 

thirty  minutes  of  nortli  latitude,  known  as 
the  Missouri  Couiproiiii!«e  line,  us  deQiiod  in 
the  eighth  section  of  un  tu  t  entitle<1,  *An 
Act  to  authorize  the  people  of  the  Missouri 
Territory  to  form  a  Constitution  and  State 
Government,  and  for  the  adminion  of  saoh 
State  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing? 
with  the  original  States,  and  to  prohibit 
Slavery  in  certain  TerritoriM)  approved 
March  6,  1820,'  be,  and  the  same  is  Jierehy, 
declared  to  extend  to  tlie  Pacific  Ocean; 
and  the  miA  eighth  section,  together  with 
the  compromise  therein  effected,  is  hereby 
revived,  and  declared  to  bo  in  full  force,  and 
binding,  for  the  future  organization  of  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
same  sense,  and  with  the  same  understand- 
ing,  with  which  it  was  generaUy  adopted." 

This  was  carried  by  33  Teas— In- 

KOia — Orlando  B.  Ficklin,  John  A.  MeCIernand, 
William  A.  Richarcisoa— -S.  LauiSA.— John  L. 
RaMnson,  WOlisai  W.  Wide— 1 

'»  Recently  transferred  from  the  House;  now 
chairman  of  the  Senate's  OoQunittee  on  leixi 
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oluding  Messrs.  Callioim,  JefGanon 
Davis,  John  Bell,  Benton,  and  every 
member  present  jfrom  the  Slave 
States,  with  Messrs.  Cameron,  of 
Pennsylvania;  Douglas,  of  Illinois; 
Bright,  of  Indiana;  Dickinson,  of 
New  York ;  and  Fitzgerald,  of  Michi- 
gan, from  Free  Stetes^to  21  NajB^ 
inolnding  Meesn.  Webster,  of  Haaea- 
chusettB,  HmiiIth,  of  Maine,  Dtx, 
of  Kcw  York,  and  Breese,  of  Illi- 
nois. The  bill,  tlnis  amended,  passed 
the  Senate  by  33  Yeas  to  22  Nays. 

But  the  Ilouse,  on  its  return,  thus 
amended,  utterly  rcfu&ed  (August 
11th)  to  concur  in  any  such  partition 
of  tlie  territories  of  the  Union,  on 
the  line  of  36""  30',  between  Free 
and  Slave  Labor.  The  proposition 
of  Mr.  Douglas,  above  cited,  was  re- 
jected hj  tike  dedsivB  majority  ot 
89 :  Teas  89 ;  Nays  131— only  three  *« 
members  ftom  Free  States  voting  in 


the  minority.  So  the  bill  was  re- 
turned to  the  Senate  with  its  amend- 
ment struck  out;  and  that  body 
thereupon  recede  d — Yeas  29  ;  Xays 
25 — from  its  amendment,  and  allow- 
ed the  bill  to  become  a  law  in  the 
shape  given  it  by  the  House.  On 
this  memorable  division,  Heasrs. 
Benton,  Bright,  Cameron,  Didanaoo, 
Douglas,  Fit^gersld,  Haonegan, 
Spruance,  of  Delaware,  and  Hous- 
ton, of  Texas,  voted  to  yield  to  the 
House,  leaving  none  but  Senators 
from  Slave  State^i,  and  not  all  of 
them,  insisting  on  the  partition  de- 
manded. So  Oregon  became  a  Tcr- 
ritorv,  consecrated  to  Freo  Labor, 
without  compromise  or  counterbal- 
ance; and  tiie  Free  States  gave 
Mr  notice  that  theymnild  not  divide 
wHh  Slavery  the  vast  and  hitherto 
free  territories  then  just  acquired 
from  Mexioou 


XV. 


THE   COMPKOMISE   OF  1  8  6  0, 


Qm,  Zaokaxt  Tatum  was  inan- 

gn rated  as  President  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1S49.  He  had  received,  as 
we  have  seen,  both  an  electoral  ma- 
jority and  a  popular  plurality,  alike 
in  the  Free  and  in  the  Slave  States, 
mainly  by  reason  of  his  persistent 
and  obstinate  silence  and  reserv^e  on 
the  vexed  question  of  Slavery  in  the 
Territories.  He  had  written  letters 
— not  always  iHse  nor  judicious — 
dnring  the  canvass,  mabilj  in  its 
early  stages ;  but  they  were  not  cal- 
oulated,  decisive^,  to  alienate  either 
the  champions  or  the  opponents  of 


Slavery  Bestriction.    It  k  imoiig 

the  traditions  of  the  canvass  that  he^ 
some  time  in  1848,  received  a  letter 
from  a  planter  running  thus :  **  Sir : 
I  have  worked  hard  and  been  frugal 
uU  my  lite,  and  the  results  of  my  in- 
dustry have  mainly  taken  the  form 
of  slaves,  of  whom  I  own  about  a 
hundred.  Before  I  vote  for  Presi- 
dent, I  matt  to  be  ame  that  the 
can^date  I  support  will  not  to  act 
as  to  divest  me  of  my  ptoperty." 
To  which  the  General,  with  a  dex- 
terity that  would  have  done  credit  to 
a  diplomatist,  and  would  have  proved 


MHnr  T0BE<— Anabain  Birdsdl— L  FmsnTAXU^-Cbarln  Bnnrn^  GbiriM  J.  IngeraoB— 1. 
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exceedingly  useful  to  Mr.  Clay,  re-  I 
Bponded  :  "  Sir  :  I  liave  tlie  honor  to  ' 
inform  you  that  /,  too,  have  been  all  | 
my  life  industrioua  and  frugal,  and 
that  the  fruits  thereof  are  mainly 
invested   in    slaves,  of  whom  I 
own  three  hundred.    Yaara,"  etc 
South  Oaiolina  did  not  see  fit  to 
lepoBB  lier  fidth  in  bim;  no  mon 
did  Texas :  his  own  son-iu-law,  Jef- 
ferson Daris,  went  against  him :  so 
did  the  great  body  of  Slavery  Proi)a- 
gandi'ets ;  yet  it  is,  nevortlieless,  true  1 
that  he  received  manv  more  votes  at 
the  South  than  would  have  been 
given  for  Mr.  Webster,  or  even  Mr. 
Clay. 

the  IVee  States,  veij  many 
'SfstOnsnL  Whigs*  had  refiised  to  8U]>- 
port  him,  and  given  their  Totes  to 
Van  Boran  as  an  open,  nneqniTocal 
champion  of  Slavery  Eestriction; 
and  it  was  by  the  votes  thus  diverted 
from  Gen.  Tavlor  tliat  Ohio,  with 
perhap->  Indiana  and  Wisconsin  also, 
were  given  to  Gen.  Cass.  The  great 
body  of  the  Northern  Wln'gs.  liow- 
ever,  had  supported  the  nominees  of 

•  Araon^  tlKXio  "Whi^T^  who  took  thifl  course  in 
Kew  York  City,  the  names  of  Willis  Hall,  Joseph 
L>  Whiter  FliiUp  W.  Bugs,  and  Witaoii  O.  Bant, 
are  conspicuous. 

I  The  following  are  extracts  from  Mr.  Web* 
ttei'fl  speedi  at  Abingdon,  Mass.,  Oct.  9, 1848: 

"Thrt  p^iitlcmcn  who  have  joined  this  new 
par^,  from  among  the  Wluga»  pretend  that  thej 
s»  giealef  krrera  of  UbertT-  and  greater  liatera 
cf  Slavery  than  thoso  fhoy  loavn  Khind  ihem. 
I  do  not  admit  it.  I  do  not  admit  imy  such 
thing.  [Applause.]  I  think  we  are  a."  good 
Free  Soil  men  aa  thej  are,  though  we  do  not  set 
up  an  V  soch  groat  prSetdnenoe  orer  our  neigh- 
bors. *  ♦  *  There  \\  :\s  an  actual  outbreak, 
jeare  a^o,  between  these  two  parties  of  the 
Demoeracj  of  New  York,  and  thia  *BaralNinp 
lB|f  par^  eziated  long  Itefore  there  waa  voj 
(|ueation  of  l^oe  Soil  *— ***g  then—long  before 
there  wa.s  any  question  «f  the  Wilmnt  Prr.vi."o, 
or  anjr  opposition  hj  that  partj  to  the  cxtonsioti 
of  Btanreiy.  And,  up  to  the  Annexation  of 
Vexaa,  every  man  of  the  party  went  straightfor- 
mvd  for  that  AnnnTatirai,  Slarerj  £xtcnaion 
«dalL 


I  their  party,  not  folly  satisfied  with 

;  Gen.  Taylor's  ]K)fiition  on  the  Slavery 
I  question,  but  trusting  that  the  influ- 
enee  necessarily  e.xerted  over  his 
Administration  hy  the  desires  and 
conviutiouB  of  the  far  greater  num- 
ber its  Bapporfcera,  whether  in  or 
oat  of  Oon^'eis^  led  by  snch  de- 
termined SUtvery  Beetrictionists  as 
Mr.  Webster  and  Gov.  Seward, 
would  insure  his  political  adhesion 
to  the  right  side.  Many  acted  or 
1  voted  in  accordance  with  this  view 
wlio  were  not  exactly  satisfied  ^vith 
it ;  and  tlie  Whig  canvassers  were 
douhtk'ss  more  decided  and  tliorough 
in  their  "Free  Soil"  inculcations 
than  they  woold  have  been  had  their 
PresidentiaL  eandidate  been  one  of 
themaelvea.  Mr.  Webster  *  daimed 
<<Free  Sdl**  as  a  distinctive  Whig 
doctrine,  and  declared  that,  were  the 
Whigs  to  join  the  peculiar  "  Free 
Soil"  organization,  tliey  would  only 
make  that  tlie  Whig  party  iclth 
Jfartin  Van  Bnreii  at  its  head. 
Gov.  Seward  *  declared  the  Slavery 
question  the  great,  living,  and  pre- 

"  But  the  Whiga,  and  thej  alone,  raised  a 
strong  oppoflitkn  to  flie  measure.  I  sny  the 

Whigs  alone — for  nobody  e^o.  cither  in  the 
East,  West,  South,  or  North,  stirred  a  linger  la 
the  cause— or,  at  least,  made  so  small  nn  effort 
that  it  could  not  be  diaoemed  until  the  Whiga 
roused  the  people  to  a  sentiment  of  opposition 
to  the  further  spread  of  the  Slave  Power.  Then 
this  portion  of  the  New  York  Loco-Focos,  these 
Barnburners,  seised  upon  this  Whig  doctrine, 
and  attached  to  it  their  policy,  merely  to  glra 
them  the  predominance  over  their  rivals.  •  •  • 
"  In  this  ButTalu  j.latferm,  this  Collect  of  the 
new  school,  there  is  noUiing  new.  •  «  • 
Suppose  an  the  Whiga  ahoold  go  o?«r  to  the 
Free  Soil  party :  It  woidd  only  lx>  a  change  of 
tiamo ;  the  principles  would  still  bo  the  same. 
But  tlicre  would  bo  one  change  which,  I  admit, 
would  be  monstrous — 1(  would  make  Mr.  Tan 
Bvrm  tkf  Mad  tjt  tte  Whig  party.  [Laughter.]" 

*  Bi  Us  apaaob  ai  Gtotvland,  Ohio,  October 
2  a,  1848,  Got.  Seward  said : 

"  A  iixth  jniiMiple  is,  that  Slavery  must  lie 
abolished.  I  think  theae  are  the  principles  of 
thoWUgaoftha'WaBtanBeaarTttof  QUa  f 
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douiiiiant  isaue  between  the  two 
Katiuiial  parties,  and,  urged  the  duty 
of  abolieliing  Slavery  as  a  reasoii  for 
snpportiiig  Gen.  Tajlor.  H£  Waah- 
Sngton  Hunt*  wrote  an  elabormfce  let> 
ter  to  Ohio,  urging  the  datjr  of  stand- 
ing by  Whig  principles  by  electing 
Gen.  Taylor,  and  by  choosing  at  the 
same  time  members  of  Congress  wlio 
would  ill  flex  i!)ly  resist,  and  legislate 
to  prcliiliit.  the  Extension  of  Slavery. 
At  no  time  previously,'  had  Whig  in- 
culcations throughout  the  Free  States 
been  so  decidedly  and  strongly  hostile 
to  the  Eztouion  of  Sla^eiy,  and  bo 
determined  in  requiring  its  iiJiibition 
by  OongresB,  at  daring  the  canTass 
of  1848. 

Among  the  reaoltB  of  that  caaTasB 

was — as  we  have  seen — a  temporary 

am  not  now  to  say  for  tbe  lint  tioM  fliifc  thoj 
tnmiiM.  •  *  • 

"There  are  two  antagonistic  elements  of 
pocif'ty  in  America,  Freedom  and  Slavery. 
IVoedom  is  in  harmonT  with  our  s/stem  of 
goremment,  and  with  the  spirit  of  ths  age,  aad 
is  therefore  pnssivc  awl  f|i!t<  s(x»iif .  Slavery  is 
in  conflict  with  thai  system,  wiUi  jiislicx',  and 
with  humanity,  and  is  therefore  organized, 
ctofeDsiT&  active,  and  perpetuaUj  agnessiTe. 

"Fwedom  hufata  on  ^  eowB^Mtkm  and 
devplopment  of  labor;  Slavery  demanriM  n  f^nil 
moistened  with  tears  and  blood — Iteedum  u 
soil  that  exults  under  tba  alaatie  tiead  of  man 
in  bia  native  nugeatj. 

''These  elementa  divide  and  daaaiiy  tlie 
American  people  into  two  parties.  Each  of  j 
these  parties  hns  its  court  and  its  scepter.  The 
throne  of  one  is  amid  the  rocks  of  the  Alleghany 
Homtaina;  (he  throne  of  the  other  ia  reared  on 
flw  MDda  of  SonOk  Carolma.  One  of  the»o 
parties,  the  party  of  Plnvery,  rcg:iril.s  disunion 
as  among  the  means  of  defense,  and  not  always 
Uie  Inst  to  be  employed.  The  other  maintains 
the  UnioQ  of  the  States,  one  and  inseparable, 
now  and  forever,  as  the  highest  duty  of  the 
American  people  to  themaelTei^  to  poateiily.  to 
mankind,"  etc,  etc. 

"The  par^  of  Freedom  Moika  comjtote  and 
imiTeraal  emancipation." 

*  Then  a  Whig  member  of  OongiMM;  linoe, 
Qoramar  of  Kew  York. 

»  Mr.  James  BTOoka,  Editor  of  The  Kav  York 
Si^rut^  reported  to  the  New  York  Whig  State 
OonTention  of  1847  (October  6th),  an  Addieaa 
•owVamliig  the  oljeels  of  the  Mutoaa  Wir 


alienation  of  many  Xorthem  Demo- 
crats from  their  I'ornier  devotion  to 
Southern  ideas  and  docility  to  South- 
em  leaderofaip.  This  alienation  was 
fhrther  evinced  in  the  co&litiona 
formed  the  next  Bommer  between 
the  Democratic  and  Free  Soil  parties 
of  Vermont  and  MasBachnsetts,  which 
in  Vermont  proved  too  weak  to  over- 
come the  Whig  ascendency,  but  in 
Mas.-aclnir^etts  ultimately  triumphed 
in  the  election  of  Goortre  S.  Boutwell 
(Democrat),  as  Governor,  and  Charles 
Sunmer  (Free  Soil),  as  Senator.  In 
New  York,  a  fhsion  was  with  diffi- 
enlty  effected  (m  1849)  of  the  parties 
which  had  in  1848  supported  Van 
Bnren  and  Cass  respectively — the 
nominal  basis  of  agreement  being  a 
resolve*  of  mutual  hostilily  to  the 

then  nfgB^  tridoh  waa  mianimoaall^  adoptoi 
lAfhtt  ooniM  of    he  laid: 

"Fellow  Citizens:  Disgiitso  the  Mexican  War 
aa  aophiat^  may,  the  great  truth  cannot  be  pot 
down,  nor  Ued  down,  mat  it  exists  beoause  of  tlm 

Annexation  of  Texas ;  that  from  su-  h  a  r-auso 
we  prfiliclvd  such  a  con.sequcnce  would  follow; 
and  that,  but  for  that  cause,  no  war  wodld  haffie 
existed  at  all  Disguise  its  intents,  purposes 
and  consequences,  as  sophistry  may  struggle  to 
do,  tiie  furllior  preat  truth  cannot  bo  liidiK-n,  tliat 
its  main  oljcct  is  tho  conquest  of  a  market  for 
slaves,  and  that  the  flag  our  victorious  legions 
rally  around,  fight  under,  and  fall  for,  is  to  be 
desecratod  from  it.s  holy  character  of  Liberty  and 
Kinanripulion  into  jm  ornind  of  Pondage  and 
Slavery.  »  ♦  ♦  Wo  protest,  too,  in  the  name 
of  the  rights  of  Man  and  of  Liberty,  against  the 
further  extension  of  Slavery  in  Jsortli  .\merica. 
The  curse  which  our  mollicr  country  intlicted 
upon  us,  in  spite  of  our  falliers'  renioustranL-es, 
we  demand  shall  never  blight  the  virgin  soil  of 
the  North  Fadllo.  •  *  *  •  We  wiD  not 

pour  out  the  blood  of  our  oountrym' n,  if  \vc  can 
help  it,  to  turn  a  Free  into  a  tiUive  soil;  we  will 
not  spend  from  fifty  to  a  hundred  millions  of  dol- 
lars per  jreor  to  make  a  SUve  market  for  anj 
fiortion  of  oar  oonntrymen.  •  e  •  Tiie 
Union  as  it  is,  tho  vlmh'  T'nion.  nnd  nothing  but 
tlio  Union,  we  will  sUmd  by  to  tlie  last — but  Ab 
Jf(/r«  TerrilQni  is  our  watchword— unless  tt  be 
iWa"  , 

*  The  last  Convention  of  tho  Cass  Demo-rats, 
or  "Uimkers,"  which  was  held  at  Syracuse  in 
September,  1849,  proposing  a  oonoiliatory  oomw 
tovardlhs  *'BanibaiBei%"  m  an  onrtnra  tp» 
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ETtenwon  of  Slavery.  There  were 
local  exceptions;  but  in  tlie  main 
the  Democratic  party  was  materially 
Btrengtlieiied  by  the  ra])Id  and  gen- 
eral diaintegration  of  the  Free  Soil 
party,  and  by  the  apparent  falling 
swayof  the  Whigs  of  the  Frae  States 
from  a  decided,  open,  inflexible  main- 
tenanee  of  the  principle  of  Slareiy 
Eestriction.  Gen.  TayUn's  election 
had  exhausted  the  personal  popolar- 
ity  based  on  his  achievements  as  a 
soldier  ;  his  attitude  as  a  slaveholder, 
and  his  tacit  negation  of  the  princi- 
ple aforesaid,  were  awkward  facts; 
and,  though  the  President  himself 
could  not  be  justly  accused  of  doing 
or  saying  any  thing  clearly  objection- 
able, yet  each  sacceedYe  State  eleo- 
tio»€f  1849  indicated  a  diminished 
and  declining  popularity  on  the  part 
of  the  new  Administration. 

Neither  Mr.  "Webster  nor  Gov.  Sew- 
ard had  a  Beat  in  Gen.  Taylor's  Cabi- 
net, though  cither,  doubtless,  might 
have  had,  had  lie  desired  it.  Mr, 
Webster  remained  in  the  Senate, 
where  Mesbrtj.  Clay  and  Calhoun  still 
fingered,  and  Qoy,  Seward  first  took 
his  aeat  in  that  body  on  the  day  of 
Gen.  Taylor's  inauguration. 

The  proper  organisation  of  the 
gpacions  territories  recently  acquired 
from  Mexico  necessarily  attracted 
tlie  earlv  and  earnest  attention  of 
the  new  Prejiident  and  his  official 
counselors.  It  could  not  be  justifi- 
ably postponed ;  for  the  military  rule 
that  had  thus  &r  been  endured  by 
those  territories,  exceptional  at  best, 
had  been  rendered  anomalons  and 


indefensible  by  the  lapse  of  a  year 
since  the  complete  restoration  of 
peace.  Meantime,  the  discovery  of 
gold  in  Calilbrnia  was  already  at- 
tracting swarms  of  adventurers  to 
that  country  and  rendering  its  speedy 
and  extensive  colonisation  inevitable. 
That  it  should  soon  recdve  a  snitable 
and  legitimate  civil  government  was 
imperative.  Kew  Mexico,  likewise, 
having  a  population  sixty  thou- 
sand, mainly  native-bom,  and  divest* 
ed  by  our  conquest  of  a  civil  govern- 
ment substantially  of  her  own  choice, 
had  a  right  to  expect  an  early  and 
complete  deliverance  from  military 
rul^ 

The  new  Administration  appears 
to  have  promptly  resolved  on  its 
course.   It  dedded  to  invite  and 

fiivor  an  early  organization  of  both 
Oalifomia  and  New  Mexico  (includ- 
ing all  the  vast  area  recently  ceded 
by  Mexico,  apart  from  Texas  proper) 
as  incipient  States,  and  to  urge  their 
admission,  as  such,  into  the  Union 
at  tlie  earliest  practicable  day.  Of 
course,  it  was  understood  that,  being 
thus  organised,  in  the  absence  of 
both  slaveholders  and  slaves,  they 
would  almost  necessarily  beoorna 
Free  States. 

According  to  this  programme,  Mr. 
Thomas  Butler  King '  was  dispatch- 
ed to  California  on  the  3d  of  April, 
1849,  as  a  special  agent  from  the  Ex- 
ecutive, with  instructions  to  favor  the 
early  formation  of  a  State  Constitu- 
tion and  Government  The  President, 
in  a  Special  Message  to  Congress  on 
the  dlst  of  January,  1850,  repl}'ing 
to  a  lesolntion  of  inquiry  from  the 


a  neutral  basis  of  reunion  with  them, 


"  Retolred,  That  wo  are  opposed  to  the  eiten- 
^on  of  Slavery  to  the  free  territories  of  the 
Trailed  8MM  i  but  WO  do  not  ngud  llw  fltaifeiy 


question,  in  any  form  of  its  agitation,  or  any 
opinion  in  rclution  tiiorc-to,  an  &  tc-st  of  pflMtlBri 
fiiith,  or  as  a  rule  of  party  action." 

*  For  mooted  tlie  ten  years  preceding,  a  Wbig 
of  OoBfrai  fton  Oooiigja 
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House,  stated  that  lie  had  sent  Mr. 
King  aa  bearer  o£  dispatoheBi"  and 
added: 

*^  I  did  not  hosit-ato  to  express  to  the  peo- 
ple of  those  territories  my  dedre  that  each 
territory  .should,  if  prepared  to  comply  with 
the  retjuisilious  of  the  Coostitutiou  of  tlie 
United  States  form  a  plan  of  a  State  oonsU- 
tution,  iiiid  submit  tlio  sfimo  to  (Y)ii<rros8, 
witli  a  prayer  for  adinissiua  into  the  I'nion 
as  a  State;  but  I  did  not  anticipate,  suggest, 
nor  nnthnrizo,  tlio  est.iblishmeut  of  any  such. 
goverumeut  wiiliuut  tlio  u:i:ient  of  Congress ; 
nor  did  I  authorize  any  goTemoMiit  agmt 
or  officer  to  interfere  with,  or  exorcise  any 
infloence  or  control  over,  the  elcciiou  ol  dele- 
gates, or  over  any  convention,  in  nmViny  or 
modifying  their  domestic  institntions,  or  any 
of  the  provisionB  of  their  proposed  constitu- 
tion. On  the  contrary,  tlic  iii^truotions  giv- 
en hymj  orders  were,  that  ail  measures  of 
domestio  policy  adopted  by  the  people  of 
California  mii^t  origiuato  solely  with  them- 
Belvea  j  and,  wliUe  the  ilxecative  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  waa  derinnis  to  ^nroteet  them  in 
the  formation  of  any  goveriiinent,  republican 
in  its  character,  to  be,  at  the  proper  time^ 
sabmitted  to  Congress,  yet  H  vaa  to  be 
tlnctly  understood  that  the  plan  of  such 
goremmdnt  must,  at  the  same  time,  be  the 
result  of  their  own  deKberste  choio^  and 
originate  with  themselves,  witfKNIt  the  inter- 
ference of  the  Executive.'* 

'  •  In  his  Annual  Message,  transmitted 
Bome  weeka  previously,  the  President 
had  said : 

*'N'o  civil  government  having  been  pro- 
Tided  by  Congress  for  California,  the  people 

of  that  territory,  impelled  by  the. necessities 
of  their  political  condition,  recently  met  in 
convention,  for  the  pnrpoee  of  forming  a 
constitution  and  State  povernment,  which, 
the  latest  advices  give  me  rea-son  to  suppose, 
has  been  accomplished;  and  it  is  believed 
that  they  shortly  apply  for  the  admis- 
sion of  L'liliforuia  into  the  Union  as  a  sove- 
reign State.  Should  such  be  the  case,  and 
should  t!n  ':r  constitution  ho  contunnable  to 
the  requisitions  of  tiie  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  I  recommend  their  appUoatitm 
to  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress. 

•*The  peopfo  of  New  Mexico  m* ill  also,  it 
It  believM,  at  no  very  distant  period,  present 
themselves  for  admission  into  the  Union. 
Preparatory  to  the  admission  of  California 
and  New  Mexico,  the  people  of  each  will 
have  instituted  for  themselves  a  republican 
form  of  government,  '  laying  its  foundations 
in  sitdi  principles^  and  tnganising  its  powers 


in  snoh  fonn,  as  to  them  shall  Beem  most 
likely  to  eflbct  their  ssfety  snd  happiness.' 

"  By  awaiting  their  action,  all  causes  of 
uneasinesa  may  be  avoided,  and  confidenoe 
and  khid  foeling  preserved.  With  a  view  of 
maintaining  the  harmony  and  tranquillity  so 
dear  to  ail,  we  should  abstain  frum  the  intro- 
doctfoil  of  those  exciting  topics  of  a  section- 
al  character  which  have  hithtrto  produced 
painftd apprehenuons  in  the  public  mind; 
and  I  repeat  the  solenm  warning  of  the  first 
and  most  illustrious  of  my  predecessors 
agiunst  furuishiug  ^any  ground  for  char- 
acteridng  parties  by  geographical  disoriml^ 
nations.'" 

It  would  seem  that  this  programme 
might  have  secured  tlie  support  of  a 
majority  in  Congress  and  commanded 
the  assent  of  the  country.  It  insured, 
almost  inevitably,  to  the  champions 
of  Free  Labor  a  practical  triumph 
in  the  organization  and  future  char- 
acter of  tide  TMl  teixitoriea  reoentlj 
acquired,  while  aooording  full  scope 
to  that  ^Pepnlar  Sovereigntj"  where- 
of Gen.  Cass,  Mr.  Douglas,  and  atOut 
Democratic  chiefi^  were  sodi  zoeobite 
championa. 

But  Congress  "was  not  disposed  to 
regard  with  favor  any  ])olicy  recom- 
mended by  tlio  Administration ; 
while  the  Slave  Power  was  fully  de- 
termined, maugre  any  theory  or  pro- 
feadon,  to  exact  a  partitioii  of  the 
newly^  acquired  territories,  or  a  con- 
sideration for  Bozrendering  the  al- 
leged right  to  plant  Slavery  therein. 
There  was  an  Opposition  majority  in 
the  Senate ;  and  the  House,  after  a 
tedious  contest,  wherein  the  especial 
«  Free  SoiP'  or  Bulialo  Platform 
meml)crs  rcfiL'Sed  to  support  either 
Mr.  Winthrop  (Whig),  or  Mr.  Cobb 
(Democrat),  for  the  speakersliip,  was 
finally  organiised  under  the  PlnraH^ 
rule,  whereby,  after  taking  t^iiee 
more  baUotB,  tiie  highest  number  of 
votes  was  to  elect  This  rule  waa 
adopted,*  by  118  Yeas  to  106  Nays, 
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after  nearly  three  weeks'  fruitless 
balloting,  and  under  it  Howell  Cobb, 
of  Geoi^a,  was  chosen  Speaker  on 
the  03(1  halldt,  receiving  102  votes 
to  99  tor  AVinthrop.  and  20  Bcattering 
(mainly  on  the  Buliak)  platform).  Mr. 
Ck>l)b*  wa;3  one  of  the  most  determined 
Democratic  advocates  of  Slavery  Ex- 
tennra,  and  oonstitated  the  Gommit- 
tees  of  the  Honae  aooordingly. 

Gem.  B.  Biley,  the  MOitaiy  Oovem- 
or  of  California,  had  issued  "  a  Proc- 
lamation callinir  a  Convention  of  the 
People  of  California  to  frame  a  State 
Constitution.  Such  Convention  was 
arcordinirly  held,  and  foniied  a  State 
Constitution  Mlierehy  Slavery  was 
expressly  prohibited.  State  officers 
and  members  of  Congress  (all  Demo- 
c»tB)  were- in  da^  eoorse  elected  un- 
der it;  and  Gen.  Taylor  oommnni- 
cated"  the  Conatitntion  to  Ooogiesa^ 
at  whose  doors  the  members  elect 
flrom  the  new  State  stood  for  many 
ensuing  months  patiently  awaiting 
their  admission  to  seats.  For,  among 
the  various  propositions  introduced  at 
this  session,  looking  to  the  same  end, 
Mr.  Clay  had  already  submitted  '*  the 
following  basis  of  a  proposed  Com- 
promise <^  an  differences  relating  to 
the  territories  and  to  Slavery : 

**  1.  SmM,  That  OaBfoniia,  wUh  nAtar 

We  honndiirics  onght,  upon  her  npplirntion, 
to  be  admitted  as  one  of  the  States  of  this 
tfnioiii  withoat  the  Impoaition  hj  Oongress 

of  any  restriction  in  respect  to  tlie  exolnsion 
or  introductiun  of  Slavery  within  tljose 
boondaries. 

**2.  R>'»ohe<1,  Tlint,  as  Plavcry  docs  not 
erist  by  law,  and  is  not  likely  to  be  intro- 
duce<l  into  any  of  the  territory  acqaired  by 
the  United  States  from  the  Repablic  of  Mexi- 
co, it  is  inexpedient  for  Ck)ngress  to  provide 
by  law,  either  for  fUi  istrodnction  into,  or 
exrliiHion  from,  any  part  of  the  said  terri- 
tory ;  and  tliat  appropriate  territorial  gov- 
enunente  onght  to  be  ettehWiihed  Oon- 

*  Since,  a  Confederate  Miyor-GenoraL 


gress  in  all  the  said  territory  not  assigned 
as  within  the  boundaries  of  the  proposed 
State  of  California,  withoat  the  adoption  of 
any  restriction  or  oouditkm  on  the  ralijeot 
of  Slavery.'* 

"6.  JRewhedy  That  it  is  inexpedient  to 
aboHsli  Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
whilst  the  institution  continues  to  exist  in 
the  State  of  Maryland,  without  the  consent 
of  that  State,  without  the  consent  of  the 
people  of  the  District,  and  without  just  com- 
pensation to  the  owners  of  SlaTes  within 
the  District. 

"  6.  But  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to 
prohibit,  within  the  District,  the  Slave* 
Trade  in  slaves  brought  into  it  from  States 
or  places  beyond  tlie  limits  of  the  District, 
either  to  be  sold  therein  as  merchandise,  or 
to  be  transported  to  other  markets  without 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

"7.  Jtegolved,  That  njore  efiectnal  provi- 
sion onght  to  be  made  by  law,  according  to 
the  requirement  of  the  Constitntion,  for  the 
restitution  or  delivery  of  persons  bound  tO 
service  or  labor  in  any  State,  who  may  es- 
cape into  any  otiier  State  or  TanUocyia 
the  Union.  And, 

*^8.  £MolMdt  That  Congresa  htm  no 
power  to  prohibit  or  obstniot  the  trade  in 
slaves  between  the  sluveholding  States,  but 
that  the  admission  or  exclusion  of  slaves 
bronght  ttom  one  into  another  of  them, 
pends  saooliifllffilri^oii  tb^  own  partieidar 
laws." 

The  debate  on  this  proposition  of 
compromia;e  was  opened  hj  Southern 
Democrats,  all  speaking  in  disparage- 
ment of  its  leading  su^estionB,  or  in 
scarcely  qnalified  opposltioa  to  the 
whole  scheme.  Mr.  H.  8.  Foote,  of 
Ifissisnppi,  oondenuied  especially  the 
proposition  "that  it  is  inexpedient  to 
abolish  Slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,"  as  implying  a  Hght  in 
Congress  to  legislate  on  that  subject, 
which  he  utterly  denied.  He  con- 
demned still  more  emphatically  the 
assertion  that  "Slavery  does  not  now 
exist  by  law  in  the  territories  recent- 
ly acquired  from  Heiioo insbting 
that  the  mere  &ct  of  Annexation 
carried  the  Oonstitntiony  with  all  its 
goaranttes^  to  all  the  territoriee  ob- 

I  I  n—— 1^  

"January  29,  1850. 

1*  8t  4|  niate  to  Taaa  and  bsr  booBdaiy. 
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t.iined  hy  treaty,  and  secured  the 
privilege  to  any  '*  Southern  slave- 
holder to  enter  an^*  part  of  it,  attend- 
ed by  his  slave  property,  and  to  enjoy 
the  same  therein,  free  from  all  molest- 
sdon  w  IdndnuLoe  tdiataomr."  He 
flao  coBCtonmed  the  neolre  rektlng 
to  the  boundaries  of  Texas,  contend- 
ing that  "  her  right  to  that  part  of 
Kew  Mexico,  lying  east  of  the  Eio 
Grande,  was  full,  complete,  and  unde- 
niable." But  he  did  not  object  to 
abolishiiii;  the  Shivc-Trade  in  the 
District,  provided  it  is  done  in  a 
delicate  and  judicious  manner  ;"  and 
he  would  consent  to  the  admission 
of  California, above  ths  Une  qf  86<» 
SO',"  provided  another  new  Slave 
State  can  be  laid  off  within  the  pres- 
ent limits  of  Texas,  so  as  to  keep  up 
the  present  eqniponderance  between 
tlie  and  Free  States  of  the 

Union,  and  provided  further,  all  this 
is  done  by  way  of  compromise,  and 
in  order  to  save  the  Union — as  dear 
to  me  as  any  man  livintr."  Mr,  J. 
M.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  though  anx- 
ioQS  to  do  his  utmost  fsxt  adjusting 
these  nnhappy  differenoes,"  still 
more  pointedly  dissented  from  Mr. 
Cray's  scheme.  He  said : 

*^Sir,  Boftrss  I  hare  read  theMreeolo- 

liona,  there  is  but  one  proposition  to  which 
I  OSD  give  a  heartj  assent,  and  that  Ib  the 
TMolimoa  which  proposes  to  mgtanzn  terri- 
torial governments  nt  onre  in  these  territo- 
ries, without  ft  declaration,  one  way  or  the 
otiier,  as  to  their  domestio  inttitntions. 
But  there  is  another  w  hich  I  deejily  rofjret 
to  see  introduoed  into  this  Senate,  by  a 
fienator  from  a  Slavelioldiiig  State;  it  is 
tliat  wliif  h  assumes  that  Slavety  does  not 
now  exist  by  law  in  those  ooontnes.  I  un- 
derstand one  of  these  propositions  to  de- 
clare that,  hy  law,  Slavery  is  now  nboHshod 
in  isow  Mexico  and  California.  That  was 
tiie  very  proposition  advanced  by  the  non- 
slavchnlding  States  at  the  last  Session  ; 
combated  and  disproved,  as  I  thought,  by 


gentlemen  from  the  SlaTeholding  State^^ 
and  wMoh  the  Compromise  MD**  was  frvmp 

ed  to  test.  So  far,  I  regarded  the  question 
of  law  as  disposed  of;  and  it  was  TeKJT 
clearly  and  satiafikotorily  shown  to  M 
against  the  fipirit  of  the  resolution  of  the 
Senator  of  Kentucky.  If  the  contrary  is 
tme,  I  presnme  the  Senator  ttcm  Kentnckj 
would  aedare  that,  if  a  law  is  now  valid  in 
the  territoriea  Polishing  Slavery,  it  could 
not  be  introdnoed  there,  even  if  a  law  was 
passed  creating  the  institution,  or  repealiii;^ 
the  statutes  already  ezistini^— a  doctrine 
never  assented  to,  so  far  as  I  know,  nntfl 
now,  by  any  Senator  representing  one  of 
the  slaveholding  States.  Sir,  I  hold  the 
very  opposite,  and  with  meh  confidmoe, 
that,  in  the  last  Onngresf?.  I  was  willing, 
and  did  vote  for  a  bill  to  test  this  question 
in  the  Sopreme  Oonrt.  Yet  this  reeoIntloB 
assumes  the  other  doptrine  to  be  tme.  and 
our  assent  is  challenged  to  it  as  a  propoal- 
tlonoflaw.** 

Mr.  Jefferson  Davis,  of  MissiBsippi, 
with  equal  energy,  objected  to  so 
much  of  Mr.  Clay's  i)ropo8ition8  as  re- 
late to  the  boundary  of  Texas,  to  the 
Slavfr-Trade  in  the  Federal  District, 
and  to  the  conoessifm  fliat  Slavery- 
does  not  exist  by  law  in  the  newly 
acqnired  territories.  He  added: 

"Bnt^  Sir,  we  are  called  upon  to  reoeiTe 
this  M  a  measnre  of  eompromisel  As  a 

measure  in  which  we  of  the  minority  are  to 
receive  something.  A  measure  of  oom-> 
promise!  I  look  upon  it  aa  but  a  modest 

mode  of  taking;  that,  the  claim  to  which  has 
been  more  boldly  asserted  by  others ;  and, 
that  I  may  be  understood  upon  this  ques- 
tion, and  that  my  position  may  po  forth  to 
the  country  in  tlie  same  columns  that  con- 
vey Ihe  sentiments  of  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  I  here  assert,  that  never  will  I 
take  less  than  the  Missouri  Compromise 
line  extending  to  the  Paoiflo  Ocean,  witii 
the  specific  recognition  of  the  ritrht  to  hcAA 
Slaves  in  the  territory  below  that  line ;  and 
that,  before  such  territories  are  admitted 
into  the  Union  as  States,  slaves  may  bo 
taken  there  from  any  of  the  United  States, 
aft  the  option  of  the  owners.  I  can  never 
consent  to  give  a<1(litiorial  power  to  a  ma- 
jority to  commit  further  aggressions  upon 
the  minority  in  this  Union;  and  I  will 
never  consent  to  any  proposition  which  will 
have  such  a  tendency,  without  a  full  guar* 
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an  tee  orooaktandliig  mMran  b  oomueted 

with  it." 

Mr.  Clay,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Davis, 
Bpoke  aa  follows : 

"  I  am  extremely  bottj  to  hear  the  Sena- 
tor from  HisBifldppi  sajr  that  he  requires, 
first,  the  extension  of  the  Missouri  Com- 
promise line  to  the  Pacific ;  and,  also,  that 
ne  is  not  satisfied  with  that,  but  requiraa,  if 
I  imiU'rstand  him  correctlv,  ft  positive  pro- 
vision for  the  admission  of  Slavery  south  of 
that  line.  And  now,  Sir,  coming  from  a 
Slave  State,  as  I  do,  I  owe  it  to  myself,  I 
owe  it  to  truth,  I  owe  it  to  the  subject,  to 
0tate  that  no  earthly  power  oonld  induce 
me  to  vote  for  a  specific  measure  for  the  in- 
troduction of  Slavery  whero  it  had  not  be- 
fore existed,  either  south  or  north  of  that 
line.  Goming,  as  I  do.  from  a  Slave  State, 
it  is  my  solemn,  deliberate,  and  well-matured 
determination  that  no  power — no  earthly 
power  ebttll  compel  me  to  vote  for  the 
poritfva  introducnon  of  Slarery,  either 
■oath  or  north  of  that  line.  Sir,  while  you 
MproAoh,  and  jasUy,  too^  oar  British  aaoes- 
tors,  tor  the  introdnetion  of  this  institution 
niKin  the  continent  of  Arnoricu,  I  am,  for 
one,  uawilUng  that  the  posterity  of  the 
vreaent  inbatltants  of  Canfomia  sad  Hew 
Mexico  shall  reproach  wt  Ibr  doing  just 
what  we  reproach  Great  Britain  for  doing 
torn.  If  tb9  citizens  of  llioae  territories 
dioose  to  establish  Slavery,  I  am  for  ad- 
mitting them  with  such  provisions  in  their 
Conttitotions ;  bnt  tiran  it  will  be  their  own 
work,  and  not  ours;  and  their  posterity 
will  have  to  reproach  them,  and  not  us,  for 
fimning  Constftnllons  aUowing  the  instita- 
tion  of  Slavery  to  exist  among  them.  These 
are  my  views,  Sir ;  and  I  choose  to  express 
them ;  and  I  oare  not  how  extensively  and 
imiversally  they  are  known.  The  honora- 
ble Senator  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Mason)  has 
expressed  his  opinion  that  Blavery  exists  in 
these  territories;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
opinion  is  sincerely  and  honestly  entertained 
by  him ;  and  I  would  say,  with  equal  sin- 
cerity and  honesty,  that  /  believe  that 
Slavery  nowhere  exists  within  any  portion 
of  the  territory  acquired  by  ns  fkom  Mexico. 
He  holds  a  directly  contrary  opinion  to 
mine,  as  he  has  a  perfect  right  to  do ;  and 
we  will  not  qotfrd  about  thi^  difhrenee  tut 
opinion." 

Messrs.  William  R.  King,  of  Ala- 
bama, Downs,  of  Louisiana,  and 
Bntler,  of  South  Carolina,  swelled 
the*  chomfl  of  dennnciatioiiu  Thej 
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oonld  see  nolihi&g  i&  Mr.  day's 
proposition  that  looked  like  oompro- 
noBe;  nothing  bnt  concession  and 

surrendor  of  all  the  rights  of  the 
South  in  the  territories.  In  their 
view,  it  was  only  a  skillful  and 
plausible  deWce  for  reconciling  the 
South  to  the  sacrifice  of  its  rights, 
and  to  a  concession  of  all  the  new 
teiritoriea  to  IVse  Labor.  They 
wero,  therefore,  ntterij  STene  to  it 

The  most  remarkable  speech  eli- 
cited bv  these  resolves  was  that  of 
Mr.  Webster,"  wherein  he  took 
ground  against  the  Abolitionists; 
against  the  assumed  Rifjht  of  Instruc- 
tion ;  against  further  legislation  pro- 
hibitory of  Slavery  in  the  Territories ; 
against  Secession  or  Disunion ; 
against  whatever  seemed  calculated 
to  prodnce  irritatioii  or  aUenatioii 
between  the  Korth  and  the  Booth; 
and  in  fitvor  of  liberal  grants  by 
Congress  in  aid  of  the  colonization 
by  Slave  States  of  their  free  colored 
population.  His  reasons  for  oppos- 
ing any  prohibitive  legislation  with 
regard  to  Slavery  in  tlie  new  ter- 
ritories were  set  forth  as  follows : 

"  Now,  as  to  California  and  New  Mexico, 
I  bold  Slavery  to  be  excluded  from  those 
territories  by  a  law  even  superior  to  that 
which  admits  and  sanctions  it  in  Texas.  I 
mean  the  law  of  nature,  of  physical  geogra- 
phy, ^e  law  of  the  formation  of  the  earth. 
That  law  settles  forever,  with  a  strength 
heyond  all  terms  of  human  enactment,  that 
Slavery  cannot  exist  in  California  or  New 
Mexico.  Understand  me,  Sir;  I  mean 
Slavery  as  we  regard  it ;  the  Slavery  of  the 
colored  race  as  it  exists  in  the  Southern 
States.  I  shall  not  discuss  the  point  but 
leave  it  to  the  learned  gcntleinea  who  liave 
undertaken  to  disonas  it;  bat  I  suppese 
there  ft  ao  Slavery  of  that  description  fai 
California  now.  I  understand  that  peonirm^ 
a  sort  of  penal  servitude,  exists  uiere,  or 
rather  a  sort  of  Tohmtary  sale  of  a  tnm  and 
his  offspring  for  debt — an  arrangement  of  a 
pecnliar  nature  Imown  to  the  law  of  Mexioow 
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But  what  T  mpnn  to  say  is,  that  it  is  as  im- 
poHsibk-  tliat  Afric  an  Slavery,  as  we  see  it 
among  us,  should  find  its  way,  or  be  intro- 
daced,  into  California  and  Xew  Mexico,  as 
Any  other  natural  impossibility.  California 
and  New  Mezioo  are  Asiatio  in  their  forma- 
tion and  scenery.  Tliey  are  composed  of 
vast  ridges  of  moantaina,  of  great  hight, 
with  broken  ridges  and  deep  TallejB.  fhe 
sides  of  these  mountains  are  entirely  barren ; 
their  tops  capped  by  perennial  snow.  There 
may  be  in  California,  now  made  free  by  its 
constitation,  and  no  doubt  there  are,  some 
tracts  of  yalnable  land.  Bnt  it  is  not  so  in 
New  Mexico.  Pray,  what  is  the  evidence 
irhioh  every  gentleman  moat  have  obtained 
on  this  subject,  fVom  information  sought  by 
bim«iclf  or   ronnnnnirjitcd    by  other!^?  I 

kave  inquired  and  read  all  I  oonld  find,  in 
order  to  ae^nive  infbnnation  on  this  import- 

ant  subject.    What  is  tlierc  in  New  Mexico 
that  could,  by  any  possibility,  indnoe  any 
body  to  go  there  win  riaTcef  There  are 
■ome  narrow  strips  of  tillable  land  on  the 
borders  of  the  rivers ;  bnt  the  rivers  them- 
■dree  dry  up  beftwe  midflommer  is  gone. 
All  tbat  the  people  can  do  in  that  rcfrion  is  | 
to  raise  some  little  articles,  some  little  wheat  i 
for  their  tertiUtu^  and  l^at  by  irrigation. 
And  who  expects  to  see  a  hundred  black  ' 
men  cultivating  tobacco,  corn,  cotton,  rice, 
or  anything  else,  on  lands  in  New  Meiioo 
made  fertile  only  by  irripation  ? 

"  I  look  upon  it,  therefore,  as  a  fixed  fact, 
to  tise  the  current  expression  of  the  day, 
that  both  California  and  New  Mexico  are 
destined  to  be  free,  so  far  as  they  are  set- 
fled  at  all ;  which  I  believe,  in  regard  to 
New  Mexico,  will  be  but  partially  for  a 
great  length  of  time ;  free  by  the  arrange- 
ment of  things  ordaineid  by  the  Power  above 
na.  I  have,  therefore,  to  say,  in  this  respect 
also,  that  this  country  is  tl.xod  fur  freedom,  i 
to  as  many  persons  as  shall  ever  live  in  it, 
by  a  less  repealable  law  than  that  which 
attaches  to  the  holding  of  slaves  in  Texas ; 
and  I  will  say  further,  that,  if  a  resolution 
or  a  bill  were  now  beifore  us  to  provide  a 
Territorial  government  for  New  Mexico,  I 
would  not  vote  to  put  any  prohibition  into 
it  whaterer.  Sooh  a  prohibition  would  be 
idle,  88  it  respeets  any  eflfect  it  wonid  have 
upon  the  Territory ;  and  I  would  not  take 
pains  useleesly  to  r&iffirm  an  ordinance  of 
nature,  nor  to  rSenaet  the  wiU  of  Q&L  I 
would  put  in  no  Wilmot  Proviso  for  the 
mere  purpose  of  a  taunt  or  a  reproach.  I 
would  pnt  into  it  no  eridenoe  cf  the  TOtea 
of  superior  power,  exerci.^ed  for  no  purpose 
bat  to  wound  the  pride,  whether  a  just  and 
xatfonal  prido,  or  an  irrational  pri^'of the 
cltjzon<?  of  the  Southern  States.  I  have  no 
inch  object,  no  such  purpose.  They  would 
think  it«tNBt|  <n  mdignity;  they  would 


think  it  to  he  an  act  taking  away  from  them 
what  they  regard  as  a  proper  equality  of 
privilege.'  Whether  they  expect  to  realize 
any  benefit  from  it  or  not,  they  would  think 
it  at  least  a  plain  theoretic  wrong ;  that 
something  more  or  less  derogatory  to  thdr 
character  and  their  rights  had  taken  place. 
I  propose  to  infiict  no  such  wound  upon 
any  body,  unless  something  essentially  im- 
portant to  the  country,  and  efficient  to  the 
preservation  of  liberty  and  freedom,  is  to  be 
effected.  I  repeat,  therefore.  Sir,  and,  as  I 
do  not  propose  to  address  the  Senate  often 
upon  this  subject,  I  repeat  it  because  I  wish 
it  to  be  distinctly  understood,  that,  for  the 
reasons  stated,  if  a  proposition  were  now 
here  to  establish  a  goremment  tar  Keir 
Mexico,  and  if  it  was  moved  to  insert  a  pro- 
vision for  the  prohibition  of  Slavery,  I 
would  not  vote  for  it 

"Sir.  if  we  were  now  making  a  govern- 
ment for  New  Meidoo,  and  any  body  should 
propose  a  Wilmot  Proviso,  I  dioald  treat  it 
exactly  Mr.  I 'oik  treated  that  pro\'i:non 
for  excluding  Slavery  from  Oregon.  Mr. 
Polk  was  known  to  be,  in  opinion,  deddedbr 
averse  to  the  Wihnot  Proviso ;  but  ho  felt 
the  necessity  of  eetablisbing  a  government 
for  the  territOTT  of  Oregon.  Tbe  Proviso 
was  in  the  bill ;  but  ho  knew  it  would  be 
entirely  nugatory,  since  it  took  away  no 
right,  no  describable,  no  tangible,  no  appre- 
ciable ritrht  of  the  South;  he  s.iid  he  would 
sign  the  bill  for  the  sake  of  enaciiug  a  law  to 
form  a  government  in  that  Territory,  and  let 
tbat  entirely  useles.s,  and.  in  that  connection, 
entirely  senseless,  proviso  remain.  Sir,  we 
hear  occasionally  uf  the  Annozatloil  of  Cana- 
da; and,  if  there  be  any  man,  any  of  the 
Northern  Democracy,  or  any  one  of  the  Free 
Soil  party,  who  supposes  it  necessary  to  insert 
a  Wilmot  I'roviso  in  n  territorial  government 
for  New  Mexico,  that  man  would,  of  course, 
be  of  opinion  that  it  is  necessary  to  protect 
the  everlasting  snows  of  Cana<la  from  the  foot 
of  Slavery  by  the  same  overspreading  wing 
of  an  act  of  Congress.  Sir,  wherever  there 
is  a  substantial  good  to  be  done,  wherever 
there  is  a  foot  of  land  to  be  prevented  from 
becoming  slave  territory,  I  am  ready  to  as- 
sert the  principle  of  the  exclusion  of  Slavery. 
I  am  pledged  to  it  from  the  year  1837 ;  I  have 
been  pledged  to  it  again  and  again ;  and  I 
will  perform  those  pledges ;  bnt  I  will  not 
do  a  thing  unnecessarily  that  wonnda  tbo 
feelings  of  others,  or  that  doot  diforodit  t^ 
my  own  nnderataoding." 

It  seems  not  a  little  remarkable 
that  a  man  of  Mr.  Webster'a  strength 
shoald  Iwve  trmned.  tbe  whole 
gromid  of  oontrovenj  lo  thoronghl/ 
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in  ft  ipeeoh  insvitaiblj  calculated  to 
eoDsite  deep  dissatisfaction  among  the 
great  maas  of  his  ooostitaeDts,  without 
once  considering  or  even  tonching  this 
question  :  "What  need  exists  for  any 
compromise  whatever?"  Admitting 
tlie  correctness  of  his  views  and  gen- 
eral petitions  with  regard  to  Califor- 
nia, New  Mexico,  Texas,  etc.,  whj 
sot  pennit  each  Bntgeet  demanding 
legiaUtioa  tobepvesented  in  its  order, 
and  an  qneatioiis  reqieeting  it  to  be 
decided  on  tiieir  intrinsic  merits  ?  He, 
of  course,  contended  throughout  that 
his  position  was  unchanged,  that  his 
views  were  snbstantially  those  he  had 
always  held ;  yet  the  eagerness  and 
satisfaction  wherewith  his  speech 
was  received  and  reprinted  at 
Kichmond,  Charleston,  New  Or- 
leans,  and  thron^^ont  tiie  Sonth, 
ahonld,  it  seems,  have  convinced 
liini,  if  the  disappointment  and  dis- 
pleasure of  his  constituents  did  not, 
that  either  he  had  nndeigone  a  g^t 
"^transformation,  or  nearly  every  one 
else  had.  Ilis  speech,  though  it  con- 
tained little  or  nothing  referring  di- 
rectly to  the  compromise  proposed 
by  ^[r.  Clay,  exerted  a  powerful 
influence  in  favor  of  its  ultimate 
triumph. 

Kr.  Dong^  luving  reported**  a 
b31  tar  the  admisMon  of  Oalifomia 
into  the  Union,  as  also  one  to  estab- 
lish territorial  governments  for  Utah 
and  New  Mexico,  Col.  Benton  mov- 
ed "  that  the  previous  orders  he  post- 
poned, and  the  California  bill  taken 
up.  Mr.  Clay  proposed  the  laying  of 
tliis  motion  on  the  table,  which  was 
carried  by  27  Yeas  to  2-^  Nays.  The 
Senate  now  |Mfoceeded,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Foote,  of  MifBiauppi,  to  constitDte 
a  Select  Oommittee  of  thirteen,  to 


cosiBider  the  qnestiona  ndsed  \sj  Mr. 

Clay's  proposition,  and  also  by  re- 
solves submitted  a  month  later  by  Mr. 
Bell,  of  Tennessee ;  and  on  the  19th 
this  Committee  was  elected  by  ballot 
and  composed  as  follows : 

Mr.  Henry  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Chaimum. 

Meflon.  Dickiniion,  of  N.  Y,  Cooper,  of  Pa, 

Phelps,  of  y  t,  DowQB,  of  La., 

BaU,  oTTten.,  XSag,  of  Ala., 

Cnps,  of  Mich.,  Mnngtim,  oflT.  01, 

Webster,  of  Mass.,  Mason,  of  Ya., 

Bwrian,  of  Ga^  Bright,  of  Ind. 

Mr.  Clay  reported  '*  from  said  Com- 
mittee a  recommendation,  substan- 
tially,  of  his  original  proposition  of 
compromise,  save  that  he  now  pnh 
vid^  finr  oiganizing  Utali  as  a  dia- 
tinot  Territo^.  His  .report  zeoom;- 
mended  the  iK>]lowing  bases  of  ft 
general  Com|aomise : 

The  admission  of  any  new  Stati  or 

States  fonnfd  ont  of  Tt-xas  to  bo  postponed 
until  they  shall  liereaftt.'r  prt-scul  thcinsflves 
to  be  received  into  the  Union,  when  it  will 
be  the  duty  of  Confrrcns  fairly  and  faithfully 
to  execute  tlio  compact  with  I'exas,  by  ad- 
mitting such  new  State  or  States. 

"2.  The  admission  forthwith  of  Califor- 
nia into  the  Union,  with  the  bounduries 
which  she  has  proposed. 

"  8,  The  establishment  of  Territorial  Gov- 
ernments, without  the  Wilraot  I'roviso,  for 
New  Mexico  and  Utah,  embracing  all  the 
territory  recently  acquired  from  Mexico,  not 
contained  in  the  boundaries  of  California. 

"4.  The  combination  of  thflee  two  lait 
meunrea  in  the  same  bilU 

**5.  The  establishment  of  the  woBtera  and 
northern  boundaries  of  Texas,  and  the  exclu- 
non  from  her  ioxisdiction  of  all  2s  e  w  Mexico^ 
wttii  tlie  ttnm  to  Texas  of  a  peeimiary  equiv- 
alont ;  and  the  section  for  that  purpose  to  be 
incorporated  in  the  bill  admitting  California, 
and  eatabliiiilng  Territorial  Oovenunenti  jRnr 
Utah  and  New  Mexico. 

"6.  More  effectual  enactmenteof  law, to 
secure  the  prompt  delivery  of  penons  bovMl 
to  sorvire  or  labor  in  one  State,  under  the 
laws  thereof,  who  ^cape  into  another  State ; 
and 

"7.  Ahstnininp  from  nbolishinp  Plarery, 
but,  under  a  heavy  penalty,  prohibiting  tba 
SteTO-Trade^  in  the  Dtetrlot  of  OohuDbb.** 
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And  Btill  the  debate  went  on, 
hardly  interrupted  hy  the  doath 
(Jiily'^lOth)  <if  Gen.  Taylor,  and  the 
accession  of  Vice-President  Filhnore 
to  the  Presidency.  Repeated  efforts 
to  cut  ^off  from  California  all  her 
territory  south  of  86<*  8<K ;  to  send 
back  her  constitation  to  a  bow  con- 
Tontion  of  her  people,  etc.,  etc.,  were 
made  hj  Southern  idtraa,  but  defiiatr 
ed;  and  finally**  the  bill  to  admit 
California  paaeed  the  Senate  by  34 
Yeas  to  IS  NajB — all  Southern — 
and  tlie  bill  organizing  the  Territo- 
ries of  New  Mexico  and  Utah,  as 
propt>sed,  likewise  passed  two  days 
thereafter  :  Yeas  27  ;  Kay  a  10.  The 
other  measui-es  embraced  in  the  pro- 
position of  oompromiae  were  In  Hke 
manner  anoceeaiTely  canied  with  lit- 
tle Beriona  opposition. 

When  these  measures  reached  the 
fiousOi  thej  encountered  a  spirited 
opposition ;  but  the  bill  organizing 
the  Territory  of  New  Mexico  was 
added  as  an  amendment  or  "  rider" 
to  the  bill  defining  the  Xortliem 
boundary  of  Texas,  and  paying  her 
ten  millioiis  Ibr  assenring  to  sttdi  de- 
markation.  This  waa  moved  hj  Mr. 
linn  Boyd  (Demoerat),  of  Eentncky, 
and  preVaOed  bj  Yeas  107,  l^ajs 
99v  The  bill,  as  thus  amended, 
was  iSirst  defeated — Yeas  99;  Nays 
107 ;  but  Mr.  Howard,  of  Texas, 
who  had  voted  in  tlie  negative,  now 
moved  a  reconsideration,  which 
was  carried — Yeas  122  ;  Nays  84  ;  ' 
whereupon  the  Previous  Question 
was  seconded — Yeaa  115  ;  Nays 
97 ;  and  the  bill  passed*  as  amended 
-—Teas  108 ;  Kays  97.  The  Califor- 
nia bill  was  next'*  taken  up  and 


passed — Yeaa  150  ;  Nays  56 — (all 
Southern);  and  then  the  Utah  bill 
was  in  like  manner  passed — Yeas  97 ; 
Nays  85 — (mainly  Northern  Free 
Soil).  The  bills  providing  more 
ell'ectually  for  the  recovery  of  fugi- 
tive Slaves,  and  abolishing  the  Slave- 
trade  in  the  District,  were  likewise 
passed  hj  decided  majorities;  and 
the.  Senate*  oonconed  in  the  House 
amendment,  whereby  two  of  its  mea- 
sures had  been  welded  together- 
Yeas  31;  Nays  10  (Northern  Free 
Soil).  So  all  tlie  measures  oriirinally 
included  in  Mr.  Clay's  proposition 
of  compromise  became  laws  of  the 
land. 

The  propelling  force,  wherel^ 
these  aets  were  pushed  throng  Ck>n- 
gress^  In  d^ance  of  the  original  con- 
victions of  a  majority  of  its  memberSj 
or  at  least  the  lubricating  oil  where- 
with tlie  ways  were  rendered  passft* 
ble,  was  contained  in  that  article 
of  the  bill  proposing  to  the  State 
of  Texas  tlio  establishnu'nt  of  her 
Northern  boundary,    liich  reads  : 

"  Fourth.  Tho  United  State.'*,  in  consider- 
ation of  aoid  establishmeot  of  boundariea, 
oeision  of  elainii  to  territorT-,  and  rdin- 
quishraent  of  claims,  will  pay  to  the  SUlta 
of  TexM  the  sum  of  tea  luiilions  of  dollan, 
In  ft  stock  bearing  Hve  per  cent  interest, 
and  redoomable  at  the  end  of  fourteen  years; 
the  interest  payable  haif-jrearly,  at,  the  Xrea- 
soTjr  of  the  united  Statea.** 

By  this  article,  the  public  debt  of 
Texas,  previously  worth  in  market 
but  some  twenty  to  thirty  per  cent, 
of  its  face,  was  suddenly  raised  near- 
ly or  quite  to  par,  to  the  entire  satis- 
faction of  its  holders — many  of  them 
members  of  Congress,  or  their  very 
intimate  friends.   Corruption,  tfamly 
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disgniaed,  haunted  the  purlieus  and 
Btalked  tlirough  the  halls  of  the  Capi- 
tol ;  and  numbers,  hitherto  in  needy 
circumstances,  euddenly  found  them- 
selves rich.  The  g^reat  majority,  of 
course,  were  iinpen  ious  to  such  in- 
fluences ;  but  the  controlling  and 
controllable  minority  were  not  This 
mB  probably  the  first  instance  in 
iriiich  measores  of  Tital  conseqiience 
to  the  conntiy  were  carried  or  de- 
feated in  Congress  nnder  the  direct 
■pur  of  peenniary  interest 


Political  compromises,  though 
they  hare  been  rendered  unsavory 
by  abuse,  are  a  necessary  incident  of 
mixed  or  balanced  governments — 
'  that  is,  of  all  but  simple,  unchecked 
I  despotiBms.  TThererer  liberty  exists, 
there  diversities  of  judgment  will  be 
developed ;  and,  vnless  one  win  domi* 
nates  over  all  others,  a  practical 
mean  between  widely  differing  con- 
victions must  sometimes  be  sought. 
If,  for  example,  a  legislature  is  com- 
posed of  two  distinct  bodies  or  houses, 
and  they  differ,  as  they  occasionally 
will,  with  regard  to  the  propriety  or 
the  amount  of  an  appropriation  re- 
quired for  a  certain  purpose,  and 
neither  fii  dlspoeed  to  give  way,  a 
partial  concession  on  either  hand  is 
oftea  the  most  feasible  mode  of  prao- 
tieal  adjustment.  Where  the  object 
contemplated  is  novel,  or  non-essen- 
tial to  the  general  efficiency  of  the 
public  Fervice — such  as  the  construc- 
tion of  a  new  railroad,  canal,  or  other 
public  work — the  repugnance  of 
either  house  should  suffice  entirely 
to  defeat,  or,  at  least,  to  postpone  it ; 
for  neither  branch  has  a  right  to  ex- 
act from  the  other  oonfennily  with 
iti  views  on  a  disputed  point  as  the 
niee  of  its  own  eoncnirenoe  in  mear 
14 


sures  essential  to  the  existence  of  the 

Government.  The  attempt,  tilers 
fore,  of  the  Senate  of  February- 
March,  1849,  to  dictate  to  the  House, 
You  shall  consent  to  such  an  or- 
ganization of  the  territories  as  we 
prescribe,  or  we  will  defeat  the  Civil 
Appropriation  bill,  and  thus  derange, 
if  not  atrest,  the  most  vital  machin- 
ery of  the  Government,"  was  utterly 
nnjnstifiable.  Yet  this  should  not 
blind  us  to  the  fact  that  differences 
of  opinion  arc  at  times  developed  on 
questions  of  decided  moment,  where 
the  rights  of  each  party  arc  equal, 
and  where  an  ultiinatc  concurrence 
in  one  common  line  of  action  is  es- 
sential. Without  some  deference  to 
adverse  convictions,  no  confederation 
of  the  insurgent  colonies  was  attain- 
able — no  Union  of  the  States  could 
have  been  effected.  And  where  the 
Executive  is,  by  according  him  the 
veto,  clothed  with  a  limited  power 
over  the  making  of  laws,  it  is  inevi- 
table that  some  deference  to  his 
views,  his  convictions,  should  be 
evinced  by  those  who  fashion  and 
mature  those  laws.  Under  this  as- 
pect, compromise  in  government  is 
sometimes  indispensable  and  laudar 
ble. 

But  what  is  fauvwn  in  State  kgi^ 
laticm  as  log-rcUing  is  quite  anol£er 
matter.  £  has  a  bill,  which  he  is 
intent  cm  passing,  but  which  has  no 

intrinsic  worth  that  commends  it  to 
hisfellow-memhers.  But  B.,  C,  D., 
and  the  residue  of  the  alphabet,  have 
each  his  "  little  bill ;"  not,  perhaps, 
specially  obnoxious  or  objectionable, 
but  such  as  could  not  be  passed  on 
its  naked  merits.  All  aHke  must 
fell,  unless  carried  by  that  reo^iroci- 
ty  of  support  snggested  by  their  com- 
men  need  and  peril.  An  understand^ 
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ing  is  effected  between  their  several 
backers,  so  that  A.  votes  for  tlie  bilk 
of  B.,  C,  D.,etc.,  as  the  indispensable 
means  of  securing  the  passage  of  his 
own  darling ;  and  thns  a  whole  litter 
of  biUfl  beccnne  laws^  whereof  no  ain- 
gle  one  was  demanded  bj  Hie  publio 
interest,  or  could  have  passed  without 
the  aid  of  others  as  unworthy  as  it- 

•  self.    Sucli  is  siibstantiaUy  the  pro- 
,  cess  whercliv  (mii-  statuto  books  are 

y  loaded  witli  acts  which  subserve  no 
end  but  to  lill  the  pockets  of  the  few, 
at  the  ex])ense  of  the  rights  or  the 
interests  of  the  many. 

It  was  entirely  proper  thai  Ckm- 
greas  should  provide  at  onoe  fixr  the 
temporary  government  of  all  the  ter- 
ritories newly  aoqnired  from  ]£ez- 
ico ;  and  there  was  no  radical  objec- 
tion to  doing  this  in  one  bill,  if  that 
should  seem  advisable.  As  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  definite  boundary  be- 
tween ^ew  Mexico  and  Texas  was 
essential  to  the  tranquillity  and 
security  of  the  Territory,  that  object 
might  fairly  be  ecmtonplated  in  the 
laet  pgcoviding  a  dvil  govenmifint 


therefor.  But  why  Texas  should  be 
paid  Ten  Millions  of  dollars  for  relin- 
quishing her  pretensions  to  territory 
never  possessed  by,  nor  belonging  to, 
her — territoxy  widch  had  been  first 
acquired  from  Hezico  by  the  fiyroee 
and  then  bought  of  her  by  the  moii' 
ey  of  the  Union  —  is  not  obvious; 
and  why  this  payment,  if  made  at  all, 
should  be  a  make- weight  in  a  bargain 
covering  a  variety  of  arrangements 
with  which  it  had  no  pro])er  connec- 
tion, is  still  less  explicable.  And 
when,  on  the  back  of  this,  was  piled 
an  act  to  provide  new  facilities  for 
dave-catching  in  the  Free  States^  oe- 
tensiUj  balanced  by  another  which 
required  the  slave-traders  of  Wash- 
ington to  remove  their  jails  and  ano- 
tion-rooms  across  the  Potomac  to  that 
dull  old  dwarf  of  a  citv  which  had  re- 
cently  been  retrooeded  to  Virginia,  as 
if  on  purpose  to  facilitate  this  arrange- 
ment, the  net  pnxluct  was  a  corrupt 
monstrosity  in  legislation  and  morals 
which  even  the  great  name  of  Henry  ' 
Clay  shoidd  not  shield  from  lasting 
opprofaiiiim. 


XVL 

THE  ERA  OF  SLAVE-HUNTING. 


B€T,  whatever  theoretic  or  practi- 
cal objections  may  be  justly  made  to 
the  Compromise  of  1850,  there  can  be 

no  doubt  that  it  was  accepted  and  rati- 
fied by  a  great  majority  of  the  Ameri- 
can People,  whether  in  the  North  or  in 
tlie  South.  They  were  intent  on  busi- 
ness—  theu  remarkably  prosperous 
—on  planting,  building?,  trading,  and 
getting  ^ain — ^and  they  hailed  with 


general  joy  the  annoonoement  thai 
all  the  differences  between  the  divetae 

'  sections'  had  been  adjusted  and  set- 
tled. The  terms  of  settlement  were, 
to  that  majority,  of  quite  subordinate 
consequence ;  they  wanted  ]  eace  and 
prosperity,  and  were  nowise  inclined 
to  cut  each  other's  throats  and  bum 
each  other's  houses  in  a  quarrel  con- 
cerning (as  they  regarded  it)  only  the 
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slahuf  of  nofrroes.  The  Compromise 
had  taken  no  money  from  their  pock- 
ets ;  it  liad  imposed  upon  them  no 
jMicuuiary  burdens ;  it  had  exposed 
them  to  no  personal  and  palpable 
dangers:  it  liiid  rather  repelled  the 
gaunt  spM»r  of  GiTil  War  and  Dis- 
il^m  (habitoally  oonjoied  up  iriien 
Sfakvery  had  a  point  to  cany),  and 
iMPaaed  the  fiKolitiea  ibr  making 
money,  while  opening  a  boundless 
vista  of  National  greatness,  secnirity, 
and  internal  hannony,  Et-pccially 
by  the  trading  class,  and  the  great 
majority  of  the  dwellers  in  seaboard 
cities,  was  tliia  view  cherished  with 
intense,  intolerant  Tehemenoe. 

The  Compromise  had  been  violent- 
ly opposed  alike  from  the  South 
aiid  from  the  North — of  course,  on 
opposite  gromids.  The  "Fire-Ea^ 
ers,"  or  disciples  of  Mr.  Calhoun, 
regarded  it  as  surrendering  the  sub- 
stance of  all  that  was  in  dispute — 
the  newly  acquired  territories  —  to 
the  North,  while  amusing  tlie  South 
with  a  mere  shadow  of  triumph  in 
the  waiver  of  any  positive,  peremp- 
tory ezelnsion  of  Slavery  therefrom. 
They  resolved  not  to  sohndt  to  it,  bat 
to  rouse  their  section  at  first  to  die- 
otetieal,  ultimately  to  forcible,  reaist- 
anoe.  To  thi>  eml,  a  direct  issne  was 
made  against  the  Compromise  in  Mis- 
sissippi— next  to  South  Carolina,  the 
most  intensely  ProSlavery  State  in 
the  Union — by  nominating  a  "  State 
Kights"  ticket,  headed  by  Jefferson 
Davis  ibr  Governor — lb,  Davia  hav- 
ing opposed  the  Conpromiie  in  the 
Senate  with  detonnined  pertinaaity. 
Hia  advenariea  aeocpted  the  ohfd- 
lenge,  and  nominated  a  "  I"^nion" 
ticket  in  opposition,  headed  by  Hen- 


I  ry  S.  Foote  for  Governor — Mr.  Foote, 
as  Mr.  Davis's  colleague,  though  he 
demurred  to  Mr.  Clay's  programme 
At  'the  outset,  having  supported  the 
Compromise  to  the  extent  of  his  abil- 
ity. The  election  occofred  early  in 
iNovemher,  1851;  when  the  **Union'' 
par^  won  a  complete  triomph — ^the 
vote  being  the  largest  ever  yet  polled, 
and  Mr.  Foote  elected  by  over  1,000' 
majority.  The  rest  of  tlie  "  Union" 
State  ticket,  with  a  strongly  Union" 
Tx^gislature,  succeeded  by  still  larger 
majorities.  Alabama,  likewise,  chose 
a  "  Union"  Legislature,  and  a  "  Uni- 
on" majority  of  Congressmen.  Loui- 
uaaa,  this  year,  ele^ed  a  "Whig" 
Auditor  and  Legislature — meaning 
much  the  same  thing.  And  even 
South  Carolina — ha\  ing  been  sum- 
moned by  her  chieftains  (Mr.  Cal- 
houn  being  now  deud^  to  elect  a 
Convention,  whereby  her  course  in 
the  exigency  should  be  detennined — 
gave  a  "Cooperation^'  majority  of 
over  7,000  on  the  popular  * "  vote, 
electing  114  "  Codperationists"  to  54 
unqualified  ^  SeeessionistB.''  In  oth- 
er words,  she  toted  not  to  attempt 
Secession  without  the  ooneurrenoe 
and  support  of  her  Southern  sisters — 
this  being  the  shape  wherein  she  could, 
with  least  sacrifice  of  pride  or  consis- 
tency, indicate  her  disposition  not  to 
rush  madly  upon  the  perils  of  Dis- 
union and  Civil  War.  Thus  the  tri- 
umph of  the  Compromise  in  the  Slave 
States  was  complete;  for  it  was  felt 
to  be  preposterous  to  make  the  issue 
in  any  other  States  if  it  could  not  be 
upheld  in  these. 

In  the  North,  Ukewise^  the  acqui- 
escence in  the  Compromise  was  gen- 
eral and  dec  isive  ;  though  here,  too, 

lT,f96.  TbeMtotdsamoiUMIIiyaddiivvp 
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some  of  its  cardinal  provisions  pro- 
yoked  strenuous  opposition.  The 
new  Fugitive  Slave  Law  proved 
specially  obnoxious,  both  in  prin- 
ciple and  practice,  to  a  large  and 
earnest  mmoritj.  It  had  been  ori- 
ginaUy  drafted  hy  Senator  Mason, 
of  Yiiginia — a  man  oonspieaonslj 
chaiged  with  that  pro-Slaveiy  Tsnom 
which  has  since  made  him  a  leading 
Kebel — and  who  had  already  signal- 
ized himself  by  his  efforts  to  render 
the  maintenance  of  the  Union  impos- 
sible on  any  other  terms  tlian  those 
of  the  most  utter  and  abject  devotion, 
on  the  part  of  the  North,  to  the  most 
extreme  Pro-Slavery  aspirationB  and 
policy  of  the  Sonth.  He  opposed,  as 
"wehaTe  seen,  Mr.  Clay's  programme  of 
compromise,  as  entirely  too  &Torable 
to  the  North ;  he  had  been  among 
the  foremost  of  the  Southern  nltraa 
in  defeating  that  programme  in  its 
primitive  shape;  and  he  had  stub- 
bornly resisted  the  admission  of  Cali- 
fornia as  a  Free  State,  unless  and 
until  paid  for  by  concessions  on  the 
part  of  the  North.  Yet  his  draft  of 
a  Fugitive  Slave  Xaw  was  adopted 
bj  the  greai  Oomprom&e  Committee, 
and  nltimateiy  rushed  through  the 
two  Houses  with  Httle  consideration 
and  less  scrutiny.  Wlien  it  was 
reached  in  its  order  in  the  lower, 
Judge  James  Thompson'  obtained 
the  floor* — doubtless  by  prearrange- 
raent  with  Speaker  Cobb — and  spoke 
in  favor  of  the  measure  as  just  and 
necesBary,  closing  his  remarks  by  a 
demand  of  the  P^rerioua  Question. 
This  was  sustained  hy  a  majority; 
and  the  biU— with  all  its  in^perfeo- 
tions  on  its  head,  and  without  aflbrd- 
ing  anj  oppoirtnnitjr  for  amendment — 


was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  hj 
109  Yeas  to  75  Nays — every  member 
from  a  Slave  State  who  voted  at  all, 
voting  Yea,  with  28  Democrats  and 
3*  Whio:3  from  Free  States.  From 
the  Free  States  33,  from  the  Slave 
States  15  members  were  absent,  or 
withheld  their  Totea;  and,  as  the 
▼ote  in  the  Senate  stood  97  for  to  19 
against  it,  with  91  absent,  it  la  note- 
worthy that  it  passed  either  House 
by  the  votes  of  a  decided  minority 
of  the  members  thereof.  Still,  it  is 
[  hardly  probable  that,  had  every 
member  been  present  and  voted,  it 
would  have  been  defeated. 

This  measure,  so  inconsiderately 
adopted,  was  specially  objectionable 
to  die  humaner  instinetB^Kf  ihe  Eree 
States  in  these  particulais : 

1.  It  directed  and  provided  for  the 
surrender  to  the  claimant  <^  each 
alleged  fugitive  from  Slavery  with- 
out allowing  such  alleged  fugitive  a  ^ 
trial  by  jury;  though  the  Federal 
Constitution  *  expressly  provides  that 

"In  Buita  at  common  law,  where  the 
value  io  oontrovenj  shall  exceed  twentj 
doUan,  the  right  of  trial  by  Joxy  aball  be 
praaanrsd:" 

So  that,  whfle  any  person,  of  whom 
damages  are  claimed  to  the  amount 

of  twenty  dollars,  is  entitled  to  a 
trial  of  the  issue  by  jury,  he  whose 
liberty,  or  whf>se  wife  and  children, 
are  in  jeopardy,  is  especially  denied 
that  right  by  this  act.  He  may  be 
entirely  and  unimpeachably  white — 
for  this  act  knows  nothing  of  color ; 
he  may  be  the  Gov«mor  of  a  State, 
the  Hshop  of  a  great  Churdi ;  he 
may  be  Genend-in-Ohief  of  the  ami- 
ies  of  the  Union,  engaged  in  a  mo- 
mentous war;  but,  if  any  one  chooses 
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to  tWMT  that  he  b  a  ebtve  who  has 
escaped  from  his  owner's  sesmoe^ 
he  eaimot  leqiiiie  a  ttkl  hy  jniy 
of  the  issue  so  raised,  although 
the  jndgo  or  commissioner  before 
whom  the  claimant  sees  fit  to  bring 
him  mav  be  in  leafjue  with  that 
claimant  to  get  him  out  of  the  pro- 
tection of  tlio  law  and  into  the  power 
of  his  deadly  enemies.  And  it  is 
Bpeciallj  provided  hy  this  act^  that 

**Tii  no  trial  or  haaring  under  thb  act 

ehall  the  testimony  of  sacE  allflged  fll^tivo 

be  admitted  in  evidence.'* 

2.  It  did  not  even  allow  him  a 
hearing  before  a  judge ;  but  author- 
ized the  captor  to  talce  him  at  once 
'Mom  any  commissioner  appointed 
to  ti^  depositions,  etc.,  by  a  Judge 
of  Federal  Oonrts,  who  was 
dothcd  by  this  act  wtth  plenary 
power  in  the  premises;  on  whose 
rendition  and  certificate  he  might 
be  hurried  ofif  at  once  into  Slareiy, 
without  stay  or  appeal. 

8.  Said  commissioner  was  to  re- 
ceive $10  for  his  services  in  case  he 
directed  the  surrender  of  the  alleged 
fbgitiye,  hnt  only  $5  in  case  he,  for 
any  cause,  decided  against  the  claim- 
ant. The  act  thus,  in  eflfect,  oflfored 
him.JkJi»i)fe  to  decide  against  the 
person  charged  with  owing  "service 
or  labor."  • 

4.  The  pennons  charged  with  the 
duty  of  arresting  the  alleged  fugitives 
were,  in  every  instance,  authorized 
and  empowered  by  the  act  to  "  sum- 
mon and  call  to  their  aid  the  by- 
standers, or  pofte  comUaiias  of  the 
proper  oonnty,"  to  aid  ihem  in  their 
work;  ''and  aU  good  dtiaais  are 

«Seo.  6. 

"Tho  tmmm,  «r,  al  kaili  tha  aKcaae,  oflbred 

fac  thii,  importwl  that  the  labor  of  maldng  out 

the  npr^R^^Tj  papera  was  greater  ill  OMa  of  * 
reoditioa  Uian  in  ibe  altematiTe. 


hereby  eonmiemdtd  to  aid  and  assist 
in  the  prompt  and  efficient  enecntion 
ofthnkw." 

Mr.  John  Yan  Buren,  in  a  letter* 
to  a  Massachusetts  Convention  of 
opponents  of  this  law,  while  admit- 
ting the  right  to  reclaim  and  the 
duty  of  surrendering  fugitives  from 
Slavery,  condemned  the  enactment 
in  all  its  more  important  features : 
first,  as  an  assumption  by  Congress 
of  a  duty  properly  defdving  on  the 
States^**  and  tobe  rightfhlly  execnted 
by  State  laws,  tribmiab^  and  functimi- 
aries.  The  demurrer  that  the  Su- 
preme Court  had  decided  "  adversely 
to  this  position  was  met  by  Mr.  Yan 
Buren  as  follows : 

"By  this  decision,  jndpes  in  determining 
the  queation  of  authority  would  probably 
be  oonolnded.  But,  in  a  popular  mioaflrioB 
of  the  propriety  of  a  law,  with  a  view  to  its 
repeal  or  modification,  I  sappoae  we  are  at 
liberty  to  believe  in  opposinon  to  a  deoMon 
of  tlio  Su]irt  nie  Court.  Even  the  execative 
and  kgislutive  departments  deoy  its  aa- 
thority  to  bind  tbem.  The  Snpretne  ConrC 
decided  that  the  Alien  and  Sedition  I.aw 
was  constitutional,  and  Matthew  Lyon  was  . 
imprisoDcd  under  it  The  Pireaideiit,  Mr. 
Jefferson,  decided  that  it  wns  not,  and  par- 
doned Mr.  Lyon.  The  Pupreino  Court  de- 
cided that  Congress  conid  constitutionally 
charter  a  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  doing  so 
were  to  be  judged  by  Congress.  The 
President,  Cen.  Jackson,  decided  tliat  such 
an  act  was  unconstitutional,  and  vetoed  it. 
With  these  eomples  before  uie,  I  feel  au- 
thorized to  express  the  opinion  which  I 
entertain,  that  the  Fugitive  Slave  Act  ia 
unconstitutional,  l)ecanse  Congress  haa  n<K 
power  to  lagialato  upon  tbe  aatyeot.** 

With  regard  to  the  denial  hy  this 
act  cfaQ  semblance  of  a  jury  trial  to 
persons  claimed  uider  it  as  fiigiti?e 
slaves^  Mr.  Yan  Baran  was  eqnslly 

•  Dated  2sew  York,  April  4^  1851. 

M  Ibia  vimr  waa  alio  takn  I17  flaany  Sovdi' 

roQs  of  the  "  State  Rights"  school,  eqiactall|f 
•ereral  eminent  S  utli  Carolinians, 
u  In  tbe  caae  of  i'ngg  against  PeonsylTaniik 


Digitized  by  Google 


VHB  AlflBIOAH  OOVFLIOT. 


decided  and  forcible,  as  is  evinced  by 
these  further  extracts  from  his  letter : 
"  Bat,  to  tbose  -who  refrard  the  deottion  of 

the  Sn[»reme  Court  as  conclusivo,  it  is  irn- 
portaut  to  consider  other  ubjactions  to  the 
■et.  Ooneiding  the  power  of  Oon^reM  to 
lepiMlate  upon  this  sulyet't,  I  think  the  act 
in  question  is  unoonstitntional,  beoaose  it 
does  not  ^ve  the  person  seised  a  trial  hj 

jury  nt  tin-  plaro  wihtc  lie  is  so  seized,  and 
before  he  is  put  in  the  custody  of  Ute  claim- 
ant, with  a  warrant  to  tnuuport  him.  *  *  * 
"III  my  judgment,  the  daim  of  service 
secured  hj  the  Constitution,  if  it  requires  a 
law  to  enforoe  it,  and  if  Oonf  rese  can  pass 
such  H  law,  can  only  bo  provided  for  by  an 
act  which  secures  the  trial  of  u  question  in  i 
a  regular  aidt  before  a  jury.  TIm  eerenth  ' 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  provides 
that,  'in  suits  at  comnion  lnw,  where  the  : 
value  in  controversy  nhall  i  xceed  twenty  j 
dollars,  the  ri^ht  of  trial  by  jury  shall  be  ' 
preserved,'  etc.  Tliis  aniendtucnt,  as  well  i 
as  the  titlh,  which  declares  that  *II0  perscNl 
shall  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  proper-  ' 
ty,  without  due  process  of  law,'  grew  out 
of  the  opposition  manifested  to  the  adoption 
of  tbe  Constitution,  because  it  did  not,  in 
terms,  provide  for  the  trial  by  jury  in  civil 
oaaes.  It  b  needless  to  remind  an  American 
of  the  anxiety  with  which  this  institution 
has  been  watched.  It  is  well  described  by 
Mr.  Justice  Story,  in  the  case  of  Parsons  t*. 
Bedford,  8  Peters,  446.  Justice  Story  also 
explains  what  is  meant  by  *a  suit  at  oom- 
mon  law,'  in  the  section  quoted.  It  covers 
all  suits  except  those  of  equity,  admiralty, 
or  maritiino  jurisdiction ;  and  the  Judiciary 
Act  of  1781)  (chapter  20,  sections  9,  12,  and 
IS),  carries  this  construction  into  practical 
operation.  It  will  hardly  be  claimed  that 
Congress  can  take  a  rane  wbich  entitles  a 
party  to  a  jury,  and  deprive  him  of  a  jury 
by  converting  it  into  a  summary  proceed- 
ing, or  that  they  can,  in  the  same  way,  de- 

Snve  him  of  his  liberty  or  property  without 
ne  prooeas  of  law.  If  they  eonfd  do  this, 
the  trial  by  jury  and  the  duo  process  of  law 
secured  by  tne  Constitution  become  a  mock- 
ery. Treating  thb  as  a  mere  question  of 

froperty  exceeding  twenty  dollars  in  value, 
eulertain  no  doubt  that  it  is  a  case  where 
•  jo^  trial  l«  aecnred  by  the  Oonatitution. 

"  It  may  bo  said  that  :\  person  seized  can 
try  the  question  of  his  right  to  freedom  by 
a  Jury  at  the  place  whence  be  fled.  This  is 
a  consolation,  to  be  sure,  to  a  man  whose 
freedom  has  been  destroye<i  by  seizure  and 
transportation  from  his  home;  and,  if  he 
could  get  his  witnesses  to  the  place  where 
the  claimant  concludes  to  take  him,  he 
oould  have  a  trial,  l^ui  the  act  in  question 
pravidea  no  Jury  trial  anywhere;  there  ia  no 


obligation  on  the  claimant  to  take  the  perw 

son  he  seizes  to  any  particular  place ;  and  if 
I  have  a  right  to  try  the  question  of  title  to 
property  I  hold  at  the  place  where  the  prop- 
erty is,  and  where  the  demand  is  made, 
how  can  it  be  argued  that  I  have  no  such 
right  when  the  demand  made  is  fbr  my 
thews  and  sinews? 

''It  is  ttr|;ed  that  juries  would  not  render 
verdicts  in  fkvor  of  eldmanta,  where  the 
right  \\  VL<>.  estal)lished.  This  diK'S  not  cor- 
respond with  my  observation  of  jury  trials. 
On  llie  eontrary,  wfaatover  pr^udice  jurors 
may  feel  against  the  law,  I  have  Imrdly  i-ver 
known  tliem  to  fail  in  obeying  tlie  directions 
of  the  Court  upon  a  point  oflaw. 

"  It  i;'  also  8u;;gested,  that  the  expense  of 
recovering  a  fugitive  by  this  mode  would 
amount  to  a  destruction  of  the  right.  If 
sucli  an  evil  exists,  it  is  incident  to  this  un- 
fortunate relation.  It  certainly  furnishes 
no  reason  why  the  Constitution  should  be 
violated,  and  a  safoj^uard  broken  down  in 
reference  to  the  liberty  of  a  human  being, 
which  is  secured  to  him  In  dafcnding  a 
hone  or  a  bale  of  ootton." 

That  Uie  provisions  of  this  aot 
were  harsh  and  cruel  is  certain ;  bnt 
that  any  act  providing  for  the  recov- 
ery of  fugitives  from  Slavery  could 
have  been  at  once  humane  and  effi- 
cient, is  not  obvious.  And,  as  the 
capture  and  rendition  of  alleged 
slaves  under  this  act  claimed  a  large 
flhsTO  of  public  ftttantum  during  the 
three  or  four  yean  uninedietely  Al- 
lowing its  pateege,  while  the  nddne 
<xf  the  Gompromiae  meagoree  evoikod 
no  special  excitement,  and  had  none 
other  than  a  noiseless,  passive  opera- 
tion, it  i>  not  remarkable  that  greater 
success  in  slave-hunting,  with  greater 
alacrity  on  tlie  })art  of  tlie  Free 
States  in  luini.stering  to  such  success, 
seemed  to  the  general  Korthem 
mind  the  ram  and  tubatanoe,  the 
being's  end  and  aim,"  of  the  Oom- 
promisea  of  1850.  And,  aa  the  Fed- 
eral Administration,  whereof  Mr. 
Filhnorc  remained  the  offieial  head, 
and  Mr.  AYebster  became  the  ani- 
mating soul,  gave  prominence  and 
emphaaia  to  the  exertions  of  ita  sub- 
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(Srdixwtes  in  aid  of  slave-oatching, 
the  alienation  from  it  of  anti-Slavery 
WbigB  became  more  and  more  dedd- 
ed  and  formidable. 

Numerous  arrests  of  allied  fii- 
gitives  were  made  in  Y&riouB  parts 
of  the  country,  but  not  with  nntform 
enccess.  In  X(»w  York  City,  Pliila- 
delphia,  and  other  marts  largely  en- 
gaged in  Soutliem  trade,  no  serious 
resistanee  was  offered ;  though  in  one 
case  a  bhick  man  remanded  to  Mary- 
land as  a  fugitive  was  honorably  re- 
jected and  let  at  liberty  by  the 
claimant,  as  not  the  slaTe  for  whom 
he  liad  been  mistaken.  In  Boston, 
serious  popular  repugnance  to  ren- 
dition was  repeatedly  manifested; 
and  in  one  case  a  no^ro  known  as 
Shadracli,  who  had  been  arrested  as 
a  fugitive,  was  rescued  and  escaped. 
In  other  eases,  however,  and  con- 
spicuously in  those  of  Thomas  Sims 
and  Anthony  BumB,**  tbe  State  and 
Gtj  anthoritieB^  the  Judidaiy,  the 
IGlitary,  the  merchanta^  and  proba- 
blj  a  decided  majority  of  the  dti- 
moBf  approved  and  aided  the  sorren- 
der.  There  were  cases,  however, 
wherein  the  popular  sentiment  of  the 
country  was  on  the  side  of  the  hunted 
blacks — as  was  evinced  at  Syracuse,'* 
N.  y.,  in  the  rescue  of  Jerry  Loguen, 
an  alleged  fugitive,  from  the  hands 
of  the  authorities,  and  his  protection 
bj  aftemately  hiding  and  forward- 
ing him  nntQ  he  made  his  escape 
into  Canada.  At  Ghiistiaiiay  Laii- 
caster  Co.,  Pa.,"  where  &  considerable 
nnmber  of  negroes  were  compactly 
settled,  Edward  Gorsueh,  a  Mary- 
land slaveholder,  who  attempted, 
with  two  or  three  acconi])licc^,  to 
seise  his  alleged  slaves,  four  in  num- 


ber, was  resisted  by  the  alarmed,  in- 
dignant blacks^  and  recei-ved  a  ball 
from  a  musket  fired  by  one  of  them 
which  proved  fatal;  and  his  son, 
who  had  accompanied  him,  was 

wounded.  And  in  Milwaukee^  "WjSw 
Sherman  M.  BoDth  liaving  been  con- 
victed in  the  U.  S.  District  Court  of 
aiding  in  tlie  rescue  of  Joshua  Glo- 
ver, a  fugitive  from  St.  Louis,  the 
Supreme  Court  of  that  State,  on  a 
habeas  corpus  sued  out  in  his  behalf, 
decided  w  Fugitive  Skve  Law  un- 
constitntional  and  void,  and  set  him 
at  liberty.  This  decision  was  over- 
ruled, however,  by  the  8n|VCT(ie 
Court  of  the  United  States  in  a  unani- 
mous decision  affirming  the  validity 
of  tlie  Fugitive  Slave  Law,  and  di- 
re(!ting  that,  though  a  State  Court 
might  properly  grant  a  hahean  corj^nta 
in  behalf  of  a  person  imprisoned 
under  Federal  authority,  yet  that  the 
custodian  in  such  case  had  only  to 
make  return  that  hettNW  so  held,  and 
that  this  return,  being  proved  truth- 
ful, must  be  accepted  by  the  State 
Court  as  sufficient  and  conclusivo— 
the  Federal  and  State  jurisdictions 
being  each  sovereign  within  its  pro- 
per sphere,  and  each  entitled  to 
entire  respect  from  the  other,  though 
operative  over  the  same  territory. 
And  this  remains  to  this  day  the  ad- 
judicated law  of  the  laud. 

The  activity  and  universality  of 
dave-hunting,  under  the  act  of  1850, 
were  most  remaikable.  That  act 
became  a  law  on  the  18th  of  Septem- 
ber; and,  within  ten  days  thereafter, 
a  negro  named  James  Hamlet  had 
been  seized  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
and  •very  summarily  dispatched  to  a 
woman  in  Baltimore,  who  claimed 
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liim  us  her  slave.  Before  tLe  act  was 
a  inontli  old,  there  had  been  several 
arrests  under  it,  at  Harrisburg  and 
near  Bedford,  Pa.,  in  Philadelphia, 
at  Detroit,  and  in  other  places. 
Within  the  first  year  of  its  edatonoe, 
more  peraons,  probably,  were  seized 
SB  fugitiye  davee  th«i  diinii|;  the 
preoeding  sizty  yean.  Kany  of  these 
seizures  were  made  under  circum- 
stances of  great  aggravation.  Thus, 
in  Philadelphia,  Euphemia  Williams, 
who  had  lived  in  Pennsvlvania  in 

ml 

freedom  all  her  life,  as  she  aflinned, 
and  had  there  become  the  mother  of 
six  living  children,  of  whom  the  old- 
est was  seventeen,  was  arrested  in 
1851  as  the  slave  of  a  Maiylander 
named  Pamell,  from  whom  she  was 
charged  with  escaping  twenty-two 
years  before.  Her  six  children  were 
claimed,  of  course,  as  also  the  prop- 
erty of  her  alleged  master.  Upon 
a  full  hearing,  Judge  Kane  decided 
that  she  was  not  the  person  claimed 
by  Buniell  as  his  slave  Mahala.  But 
there  were  several  instances  iu  which 
penoos  who  had  lived  in  nnehalleng- 
ed  freedom  from  fifteen  to  twenty- 
five  years  were  seized,  surrendered, 
and  carried  away  into  life-long  Sla- 
very. 

The  needless  brutality  with  which 
these  seizures  were  often  made,  tend- 
ed to  intensify  the  popular  repug- 
nance which  they  occasioned.  In 
repeated  instances,  the  first  notice 
the  alleged  fugitive  had  of  his  peril 
was  given  him  hy  a  blow  on  the 
head,  sometimes  with  a  heavy  dnb 
or  stick  of  wood ;  and,  being  thus 
knocked  down,  he  was  carried,  bleed- 
ing and  insensible,  before  the  i^^nle 
commissioner,  who  made  short  work 
of  identifying  him,  and  earning  his 
ten  dollars,  by  remanding  him  into 


]  Slavery-.  In  Columbia,  Pa.,  March, 
Ls52,  a  negro,  named  William 
Smith,  was  seized  as  a  fugitive  l)v  a 
Baltimore  police  officer,  while  work- 
ing in  a  lumber-yard,  and,  attempt- 
ing to  escape,  the  officer  drew  a  pie- 
tol  and  shot  him  dead.  In  Wilkee- 
baixe,  Pa.,  a  depoiy  marshal  and  three 
or  fbnr  Yuginians  suddenly  came 
upon  a  nearly  white  mulatto  waiter 
at  a  hotel,  and,  falling  upon  him 
from  behind  with  a  club,  ])artially 
shackled  him.  He  fought  them  off 
with  the  hand-cuff  which  thev  had 
secured  to  his  right  wrist,  and,  cover- 
ed with  blood,  rushed  from  the 
honse  and  plunged  into  the  Susque- 
hanna, exclaiming:  will  be 
drowned  rather  than  taken  alive  I" 
He  was  pursued  to  the  liver-bank, 
and  thence  fired  upon  repeatedly,  at 
a  very  short  distance,  as  he  stood  in 
the  water,  up  to  his  neck,  until  a  ball 
entered  his  head,  instantly  covering 
his  face  with  l»lood.  The  by-stand- 
ers,  who  Iiad  by  this  time  collected, 
were  disgusted  and  indignant,  and 
the  hunters,  fearing  their  int^posi- 
tion,  retired  for  consultation.  He 
theieupon  came  out  of  the  water, 
apparently  dying,  and  lay  down  on 
the  shore.  One  of  his  pursuers  re- 
marked that  "  dead  niggers  were  not 
worth  takinc^  Soiith."  His  clothes 
having  been  torn  off  in  tlie  scuffle, 
some  one  broufrht  a  j^air  of  ])anta- 
loons,  and  put  tlicni  on  him,  and  he 
was  helped  to  his  feet  by  a  negro 
named  Bex ;  on  seeing  which,  the 
hunters  returned  and  presented  their 
revolvers,  driving  him  again  into  the 
liver,  where  he  remained  more  than 
an  hour,  with  only  his  head  above 
the  water.  His  claimants  dared  not 
come  within  his  powerful  grasp,  at 
he  afterward  said,  "he  would  have 
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died  contented,  could  he  have  car 
ried  two  or  tliree  of  them  down  with 
him."  And  the  hunters  were  deter- 
red or  shamed  by  tlie  spectators  from 
further  firing.  Preparations  being 
made  to  arrest  them  as  rioters,  thev 
abbconded ;  whereupon,  their  vietim 
waded  some  distance  up  the  stream, 
and  was  soon  after  found  hj  some 
women,  lying  flat  on  hiB  &ce  in  a 
oom-^ld,  inMDfiiUe.  He  was  then 
dnlj  cared  for,  and  his  wounds 
dressed,  wliieh  was  the  last  that  was 
seen  of  him.  His  assailants  were 
afterward  arrested  in  Philadelphia, 
on  a  (rharge  of  riot,  on  a  warrant 
issued  on  due  complaint  bj  a  State 
magistrate  j  but  Justice  Grier,  of  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court,  arrest- 
ed the  proceedings  as  an  ananthor> 
iced  interference  with  Federal  ofB« 
oen  in  the  dischazge  of  their  daty, 
Jn  his  opinion,  dischaiging  the  pris- 
onen,  he  said: 

W«  ftre  unable  to  pswxlw  in  this  trnns- 
artion  anytliinp  worthy  of  blame  in  the 
coaduct  ut'  thc^c  utiicers,  in  their  ansaccess- 
flri  mdeavors  to  ftalfill  a  moat  danferons  and 
dispustinET  duty;  except,  perhaps,  n  want 
of  sufficient  courage  and  perseverance  iu 
the  attempt  to  ez«eato  the  writl" 

Of  oonrse^  a  law  affording  snch 
ikcilities  and  temptations  to  Iddnap- 
ping  was  not  allowed  to  pass  nnim- 
proved  by  the  numeroos  TiUains  who 

regarded  negroes  as  the  natural  and 
lawful  prej  of  whites  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, T/ie  Kentucky  Yeo- 
a  Denioerati(!  pro-Slavery 
organ,  once  remarked  that  the  work 
of  arresting  fugitives  had  become  a 
regular  business  along  the  border 
line  between  the  Slave  and  Free 
States^  and  that  some  of  those  engag- 
ed in  it  were  not  at  all  particular  aa 
to  the  previous  slaveiy  or  fieedom  of 
those  they  arrested.  How  oould  it 


ho  expected  that  they  should  be  ?  In 
many  instances,  free  colored  girls 
were  hired  for  household  service  at 
some  point  distant  from  that  where 
;  they  had  previously  resided,  and 
were  known  ;  and,  being  thus  unsus- 
pectingly spirited  away  from  all  who 
could  identify  them,  were  hurried 
off  into  Slavery.  Soinetimes,  though 
not  often,  negroes  were  tempted  by 
heavy  bribes  to  betray  their  Iwethren 
into  the  hands  of  the  slaye-hunteia. 
In  one  instanae,  a  clerk  in  a  dry- 
goods  store  in  western  New  York, 
wlio  was  of  full  age,  a  member  of  a 
church,  and  had  hitherto  borne  a  re- 
spectable character,  hired  two  colored 
boys  to  work  for  him  iu  a  hotel  in 
Ohio,  and  on  his  way  thither  sold 
them  as  ftigitive  slaves  to  three  Ken- 
tncldans,  who  appear  to  have  bo> 
lieved  his  representations.  One  of 
the  intended  victims,  detecting  the 
plot,  escaped  from  the  cars,  knocking 
down  the  Kentuckian  who  under- 
took to  prevent  him.  The  other  was 
sold  for  $750  to  an  honorable  slave- 
holder in  Warsaw,  Ky.,  who,  upon 
proof  of  the  outrage,  promptly  and 
cheerfully  returned  him  to  Ireedom. 
One  girl,  who  was  hired  ftom  Ifew 
York,  to  live  as  a  servant  in  Kewark, 
N.  J.,  was  taken  directly  through 
Newark  to  Washington,  and  there 
offered  to  a  slave-trader  for  $600,  but 
not  accepted ;  when  she,  having  be- 
come alarmed,  appealed  to  tlie  hotel- 
keeper  for  protec  tion  ;  whereupon 
the  kidnappers  abandoned  her,  but 
were  ultimately  arrested  at  Ellicott's 
Mills,  Md.,  and  retnmed  to  New- 
Yoric,  where  the  husband  was  con- 
victed, and  sent  to  the  penitentiar  j. 
In  one  instance,  a  negro,  near  Ed- 
wardsville.  Bis.;  who  had  been  em> 
ployed  in  the  work  of  capturing  sev- 
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eral  alleged  fhgitives,  finallj  met  a 
wMte  man  on  ibe  hi^waj,  present- 
ed a  pistol,  and  anested  bhn  as  a 
nmaway  fllkve,  for  whom  a  reward 
of  $200  had  been  offered.  The 
white  man  happened,  however,  to  be 
acquainted  in  Edward.sville,  and  was 
thus  enabled  to  establish  his  right  to 
himself. 

The  bnBinefN=i  of  slave-hunting  be- 
came BO  profitable  that  the  sheriff  of 
Montreal,  Canada,  reoelvBd,  in  Janu- 
uy,  1855,  a  letter  from  a  police  offi- 
cer and  constable,  in  Frederick,  Md., 
mftTnng  him  this  toupting  proposi- 
tion: 

"  Vast  nnmbcrs  of  slaves,"  snvs  the  Frcdo- 
riok  official, escaping  from  their  masters  or 
Buoeeed  in  reaching  yoor  Provinoea, 
and  nre,  tlu'refore,  without  the  pale  of  tlio 
*  Fugitive  bkve  Law,'  and  can  onlj  be  re- 
stored bj  flnnnlng.  together  witii  tklll. 
LarfTc  reu'!ir(l<»  are  offered,  and  will  bo  paid, 
for  their  return;  and,  could  I  find  an  efli- 
dent  person  to  act  with  me,  a  great  deal  of 
money  ooold  be  made,  as  I  would  equally 
divide.  ♦  *  •  The  only  apprehension 
we  have  of  approaching  too  far  into  Canada 
is  the  fear  of  being  arrested;  and,  had  I  a 
good  assistant  in  your  city,  who  would  in- 
duce the  Btgroes  to  the  frontier,  I  would  be 
there  to  pay  the  cash.  On  yonr  answer,  I  can 
furnish  names  and  descriptions  of  negroes." 

Some  of  the  judicial  decisions 
evoked  hy  tliis  carnival  of  man-hunt- 
ing were  most  remarkable.  In  San- 
dusiky,  Ohio,  four  men  and  women, 
with  several  children,  were  seized 
from  a  boat  about  to  leave  for 
troit,  by  one  vho  claimed  to  be  their 
owner.  Mr.  Bush  K.  Sloane,  a  law- 
yer, was  employed  to  act  as  their 
connseh  As  no  one  claimed  custody 
of  these  ppr?ons,  or  produced  any 
right  or  warrant  justifying  their  de- 
tention, Mr.  Sloane  declared  to  the 
bystanders  that  their  seizure  seenied 
to  be  unjustifiable ;  whereupon,  a 
rash  was  made  for  the  door.  A  man 
who  had  hitherto  been  gOent,  now 


said :  Here  are  the  papers ;  I  own 
the  elaves;  I  will  hold  yon  individu- 
ally responsible  fbr  their  escape." 
They  did  escape,  and  Kr.  Sloane 

was  thereupon  prosecuted  for  tlieir 
value,  and  compelled  by  the  judg- 
ment of  a  Federal  Court  to  pay  the 
sum  of  $3,950  and  costs.  In  Califor- 
nia, then  completely  under  the  domi- 
nation of  the  Slave  Power,  which 
was  especially  strong  in  the  selection 
of  judges,  matters  were  carried  with 
aveiyhi^  hand.  In  several  instan- 
ces, masters  who  had  migrated  or  sent 
their  sons  to  that  region  attended  by 
slaves,  nijdertook  to  rechiim  them  as 
fugitives  and  return  them  by  force  to 
the  banks  of  the  lower  Mississippi ; 
and  the  Supreme  Court  of  that  State 
became  their  accom})lices  for  this 
purpose.  The  violation  of  law  to 
this  end  was  so  palpable  and  shame- 
lesA  as  to  excite  general  remark,  if 
not  general  indignation.  In  one 
leading  case,  the  Oonrt  ruled,  in  e^ 
feet,  that  the  petitioner  being  young, 
in  bad  health,  and  probably  unadvis- 
ed (tf  the  constitutional  pro^^8ion  of 
that  State  making  all  its  iiiliabitants 
free,  "  is  permitted  to  take  Archy 
back  to  Mississippi."  An  old  lawyer 
dryly  remarked,  while  all  around 
were  stigmatizing  this  decision  as 
atrodouBy  that  ''he  thou^t  it  a  veiy 
fidr  compromise,  since  it  gave  tiM 
law  to  the  KortJi  and  the  negro  to 
the  South." 

On  Sunday,  January  27, 1850,  two 
slaves,  with  their  wives  and  four  cliil- 
drcn,  escaped  from  Boone  Ctmnty, 
Ky.,  drove  sixteen  miles  to  Coving- 
tt)n,  and  crossed  to  Cincinnati  on  the 
ice.  Tliey  were  mis.sed  before  night- 
fall, and  the  master  of  five  of  them 
followed  rapidly  on  horseback.  Af> 
ter  a  ftw  hours'  inquiry,  he  traced 
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ibeni  to  the  Iiodm  of  a  ntmad 
Ste,  and,  procuring  the  neoeflsarj 
wanantBy  ^th  a  marehal  and  aadst- 
ants,  proceeded  thither  on  IConday. 
Ho  summoned  them  to  Borrender. 
They  refused.  Wliereupon  the  offi- 
cers broke  in  the  door,  and  were 
assailed  with  chibs  and  pistols  by 
the  desperate  fugitives.  Only  one  of 
the  uiarshara  deputies  was  struck, 
and  he  not  serioiiBlj  injured ;  the 
negroes  being  disanned  before  they 
eoidd  ijBload. 

On  a  first  snrrej'  of  the  pmutees 
th^  had  captnred,  a  horrible  inght 
met  the  officm'  eyes.  In  one  corner 
of  the  room,  a  child  nearly  white  lay 
bleeding  to  death,  her  throat  cut 
from  ear  to  ear.  A  scream  from  an 
adjoining  room  drew  their  attention 
thither,  when  a  glance  revealed  a  ne- 
gro woman  holding  a  knife  dripping 
with  gore  over  the  heade  of  two  chil- 
dren, who  were  crouched  upon  the 
floor,  uttering  cries  of  pain  and  tenor. 
Wresting  die  knife  from  her  hand, 
ihej  disoOTered  that  the  children 
were  eat  across  the  head  and  shoul- 
ders, but,  though  bleeding  freely,  not 
dangerously  wounded.  The  woman  ■ 
proclaimed  herself  the  mother  of  the  | 
dead  child,  aa  also  of  these,  whom  she 
desired  also  to  kill  rather  than  see 
them  retnmed  to  SlaTeiy.  All  were 
seemed  and  taken  to  liie  marshal's 
office,  where  thej  sat  quiet  and  de- 
jected, answering  aU  questions  in 
monosyllables,  or  not  answering  at 
alL  An  excellent  character  was 
given  to  the  adults  by  their  o\vTier8. 
The  mother  of  the  dead  child,  Mar- 
garet Gamer,  a  dark  midatto,  twenty- 
three  years  of  age,  seemed  simply  stu- 
pefied and  dumb  from  excess  of  agony ; 
but,  <m  bemg  complimented  on  the 
IooIb  oi  her  little  Ix^  benda  her, 


quickly  replied,  "Ton  diouldhaTa 
seen  my  little  girl  that— that— that 
died.  7%iU  was  the  bird Thatgiil 
was  almost  white,  and  of  rare  beauty. 
Tlie  mother  alleged  cruel  treat- 
ment on  the  part  of  her  master,  and 
&aid  she  had  resolved  to  kill  all  her 
children  and  then  herself,  in  order 
to  escape  the  horrors  of  Slavery.  A 
coroner's  jury  having  rendered  a  ver- 
dict, in  Ihe  case  of  the  dead  child, 
that  it  was  killed  by  its  mother, 
Maigaret  Oamer,  with  a  knife,great 
efforts  were  made  by  the  State  an- 
thorities  to  hold  her  for  trial  on  a 
charge  of  murder.  All  the  adult 
slaves  declared  that  they  would  go 
dancing  to  the  gallows  rather  than  be 
sent  back  to  Slavery,  But  Judges 
McLean  and  Leavitt,  of  the  Federal 
Court,  decided  that  they  were  in  the 
custody  of  the  U.  S.  Marshal,  and 
ooold  not  be  taken  out  of  it  li^  the 
AabeoB  corpus  of  a  State  Court,  whe- 
ther under  a  civil  or  criminal  pnibess ; 
so  they  were  all  retnmed  to  Slavery. 
The  owner  of  Margaret  {hedged  him- 
self to  hold  her  subject  to  a  requisition 
from  the  Governor  of  Ohio  to  answer 
the  charge  of  crime  ;  but  he  failed  to 
keep  his  promise,  and  sent  her,  with 
the  rest  of  the  fugitives,  down  the 
river  for  sale,  where  all  trace  of  her 
was  lost  The  cost  to  the  Federal 
l^reasmy  of  this  single  rendition 
was  about  $2S,O0a,  whereof  at  least 
$20,000  was  shamefully  squandered 
or  embezzled,  as  $9,000  would  have 
amply  sufficed. 

The  surrender  of  Anthony  Bums 
probably  excited  more  feeling  than 
that  of  any  other  alleged  fugitive,  in 
that  it  attained  unusual  ]>ublicity, 
and  took  place  in  New  England  after 
the  North  had  began  to  M  the  first 
throbs  of  the  profinrnd  agitation  ez- 
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cited  by  the  repudiation  of  die  l£is- 
Bouri  Compromise  in  the  pasBago  of 
the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill.  '* 

In  this  protracted  and  angry  con- 
troversy respecting  the  surreiKlcr  of 
Fugitive  Slaves,  the  advocates  of 
Buch  surrender  uniformly  treated  it 
88  a  high  moral  and  political  duty. 
Hr.  Webster,"  in  annoiinciiig  his  de- 
terminAtion  to  vote  for  Mr.  JCaaon's 
Fugitive  Slave  bill,  used  ihis  strong 
language: 

"I  dosire  to  oaU  the  attention  of  all 
aober-roiadud  men  at  tho  North,  of  all 
eoDseientiont  men,  of  all  men  who  are 
not  earrie<l  away  by  eomo  fanatioal  idea, 
or  some  false  impression,  to  their  consti- 
tntional  obligsttntt.  I  put  it  to  all  the 
sober  and  aoond  minds  at  the  North 


as  a  question  of  morals  asd  a  qvsitkMi  of 
oonsoienoe,"  eto.,  etc 

And  on  this  theme  be  disoonned 
every  variation,  in  speeches,  in  let- 
ters, and  in  personal  interconrse, 
during  the  brief  remainder  of  his  life. 
And  every  "conservative"  pul])it 
and  rostrum  resounded  with  feebler 
and  duller  imitations,  in  drift  and 
substance,  of  this  language — the  pur- 
port of  all  being  that  whoever  failed 
to  do  "  with  alacrity,'"'  wliatcver  he 
could  toward  securing  tlie  return  of 
fugitive  slaves  to  their  masters,  was 
gtdlty  of  a  flagrant  breach,  not  only 
of  oonstitntional,  but  of  moral  obli- 
gation. 


>•  On  the  2d  of  Jane,  1854— the  rapodiation 
of  tlio  Ulsionri  compact  having  reosatly  been 

consummated  In  tho  passage  and  Presidential 
approval  of  tho  Kansas-Nebraska  bill — Anthony 
,Bttnu  havhiff  hesa  adjudged  •  fbgltCve  at  Bos. 
ton,  President  Pierce  ordered  tlio  U.  S,  cutter 
Morris  to  take  hun  from  that  city  to  lifo-long 
bondage  fai  Yhgiaia.  The  foUowini;  spirited 
stanzas  thereupon  appttni  (June  ISQi)  in  The 
JUm  York  Mbuat: 

HAIL  TO  TnS  BTABS  UTD  SriUFSa 

Hail  to  tho  Stars  and  Stripes  I 

The  boastful  t)a^  all  hall  t 
The  tyrant  trembles  now, 

And  at  the  sight  grows  pole ; 
The  Old  World  groans  in  pain, 

And  turns  her  eye  to  seo, 
Beyond  the  Western  Main, 

Ilw  vaiUem  of  the  Wt—. 

Ha;!  to  the  Stars  and  Stripes  1 

Hope  beams  iu  every  ray  I 
And,  shining  through  the  bars 

Of  gloom,  points  out  tlio  way; 
Tho  Old  World  sees  tho  hght 

That  shall  her  cells  iUume ; 
And,  shrinking  back  to  nigh^ 

Oppression  rsads  h«r  i' 


Hail  to  the  Stan  and  Stripes  I 

They  float  in  every  sea  ; 
The  ciystal  waves  Rpcod  on 

The  emblem  of  tho  Freel 
Binoath  the  axuro  sky 

Of  soft  Italians  eUne^ 
Or  where  Atiroma  die 

In  solitude  sublirao. 


All  hail  the  flaunting  Lie  I 
Hw  Stan  grow  palt  tad 


The  Stripes  are  bloody  scars, 

A  lie  the  riauntiiiL:  !:vmnl 
It  sliields  the  pirate  s  deck, 

It  binds  a  man  in  chaina; 
It  yokes  the  captive's  neck, 

And  wipes  the  bloody  stains. 

TIssr  down  lAe  flaunting  Lie  I 
Half-mast  tho  starry  flag  I 

Insult  no  sunny  sky 
With  Hate*s  polluted  ngl 

Destroy  it,  ye  who  can  I 
Deep  sink  it  in  tho  waves  I 

It  bears  a  fellow-man 

To  groan  with  fellow-slaves* 

Awake  tho  burning  soom  I 
The  vengesnoe  tong  and  desp^ 

Xhat,  till  a  better  mom, 
fiOudl  neither  tire  nor  sloop  I 

Swear  once  again  tho  vow, 
O.  freeman  1  dare  to  do  I 

God's  will  is  ever  NOW  I 
May  His  Uiy  will  rcnewl 

SnAirl  the  boasted  Lio  I 

Till  IVeedom  lives  again, 
To  reign  once  more  in  truth 

Among  untrammeled  mcnl 
BoU  up  the  starry  sheen — 

Conoeal  its  bloody  staiaa; 
For  in  its  folds  are  seen 

The  atanp  ot  nuthig 

Be  bold,  ye  lieroos  all  I 

Spurn,  gpurn  the  flaunting  IM, 
Till  Peace,  and  Truth,  and  Lovtt 

Shall  nil  the  bending  Hlfj; 
Then,  floating  in  the  air, 

OV  r  hill,  and  dale,  and  am, 
'T  will  stand  forever  ihir, 

Tbe  emUem  of  the  Free  I 

"In  hit  Tth  of  March  speech.  »Ibid. 
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In  tlie  PoDth,  where  every  adult 
white  male  was  accustomed  to  join 
instinctivelj  and  eagerly  in  the  hunt 
for  a  fugitive  slave,  precisely  as 
though  he  were  some  domestic  ani- 
mal tiiat  had  escaped  from  his  own- 
ei^B  mdoeure,  and  taken  to  the  high- 
way or  the  woods,  rach  language 
mig^t  hayebeen  used  with  consiflten- 
cy :  In  the  Nofth,  it  was  otherwise 
and  for  this  reason :  The  cfeenoe  of 
obedience  to  law  is  the  acceptance 
of  the  obligation,  not  in  its  letter 
merely,  but  in  its  spirit.  In  other 
words,  he  only  can  render  full,  effect- 
ive obedience  to  a  law  who  recog- 
nizes in  such  obedience  the  fulfill- 

» 

ment  of  an  in^^na^o  obligation— of 
•  Brvine  requirement  Letna  sap' 
pose,  now,  that  Mr.  Webater,  while 

riding  oa  one  of  the  bighwap  near 
Boston,  or  near  Washington,  had  en- 
countered a  black  mother  with  a 
child  in  her  arms,  fleeing  on  foot, 
with  all  possible  speed,  and  had  seen 
in  the  distance  three  or  four  white 
men,  mounted  and  armed,  fiercely 
parsning.  He  would,  of  course,  have 
comprehended  at  onoe  that  the  wo- 
man and  ehild  were  presumptiyelj 
ihgitiTe  daves,  and  that  the  pniimerB 
were  her  master,  or  his  agent,  with 
assistants,  in  qnest  of  her.  But  would 
he  have  thereupon  attempted,  "  with 
alacrity,"  to  stop  the  fleeing  woman, 
and  forcibly  detain  her,  until  they 
should  overtake  and  seize  her  ?  Nav, 
if  he  had  seen  her,  while  in  a  liollow 
out  of  their  sight,  make  a  dexterous 
plnnge  into  a  wood,  eo  as  to  throw 
them  eompletelj  off  lier  track,  wonld 
be  have  ridden  to  tell  them  where 
she  had  left  the  road,  and  how  they 


must  vary  their  course  to  catch  her  |^ 
It  M'ould  be  a  libel  on  his  memory 
to  suppose  him  capable  of  any  such 
baseuesi?.'*  lie  might  have  refrained 
from  giving  the  woman  a  hint,  by 
nodding  or  Anger-pointing,  as  to  the 
pro]>er  place  at  which  to  leave  the 
road;  he  probablj  wonld  have  re> 
firained  from  nusleading  her  pnnnen, 
by  wink  or  sign,  as  to  the  course  she 
had  actually  taken;  but  he  would 
have  rendered  them  no  positive  aid. 
His  soul  would  hare  instinctively  re- 
volted  from  becoming  a  volunteer 
personal  accomplice  of  the  woman- 
hunters.  Yet  to  refuse  tliis  was  to 
withhold  a  genuine  and  hearty  obe- 
dience .to  tiM  vannted  oonstitational 
obligatioD,  that  fogitiTea  from  Slaye* 
Tj  shall  be  delivered  up  on  claim" 
of  their  masters.  It  was  to  repudiate 
in  acts  what  he  so  stoutly  aflirmed 
in  words.  It  was  to  "  keep  the  word 
of  promise  to  the  ear,  but  break  it  to  *' 
the  hope."  And  hence — for  this  dis- 
crepancy was  general  and  obvious — 
the  yard-stick  clamor  throughout  the 
North  for  a  Tigorona  and  thorough 
execution  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  law 
was  calculated  rather  to  disgust  than 
conciliate  the  Slave  Power,  every 
day  quietly  inclining  more  and  more 
to  the  desperate  expedient  of  Dis- 
union. It  widened  and  deepened 
the  Southern  impression  that  the 
North  was,  at  heart,  thoroughly  anti- 
Slavery,  but  would  profess  or  do  any- 
thing base  in  its  own  eyes  for  the 
sake  of  securing  the  immense  pecu- 
niaiy  advantages  derived  by  it  from 
the  Union. 


The  National  Oonventioiia  of  the 


*It  Is  nbfalB Um  perwmit  Inunrlodg*  of  the 

writer  that  politicians  wlio  declaimed  kmdly  in 
pobUoof  9(u  WartltBttoPsl  obUgatioos  to  wantor 


d«r  fttgitiTes,  and  reproabhed  tholr  Mig^bon  for 
infiddi^  thereto,  priTatelj  gave  money  to  aid 
tlw  MMq^  €f  Ibgitin  dam  to  OttMbk 


V 
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rival  Whig  and  Democratic  parties 
for  1852  were  not  held  till  very  late 
• — convening  in  Baltimore,  the  Demo- 
cratic on  the  1st,  and  the  Whig  on 
the  16th  of  June.  But  it  had  alrea- 
dy been  made  numifeat  that  ft  new 
article — acquiesoenee  In  the  Comr 
promiBe  of  1850— -was  to  be  interpo- 
lated into  the  creed  of  one  or  both 
of  these  parties,  if  the  strength  of 
its  champions  should  be  found  suffi- 
cient. Indeed,  a  public  pledge  had, 
several  months  before,  l>een  signed 
by  Henry  Clay,  Howell  Cobb,  and 
some  fifty  other  members  of  Con- 
gress, of  either  party,  that  they  would 
support  no  eandidate  thereafter  who 
did  not  approve  and  agree  to  abide 
by  that  Adjustment'  And  this  Com- 
promise, according  to  the  interpreta- 
tion now  put  upon  it  by  its  kuMiing 
supporters,  was  in  essence  a  compact 
to  refrain  from  and  oppose  all  future 
"agitation"  or  discussion  adverse  to 
the  security,  or  the  presumed  inter- 
ests, of  Human  Slavery. 

In  the  Democratic  National  Con- 
tention, on  tlM  fint  baUot  tat  a 
Fkwidential  candidate,  Gen.  Cass  ze- 
oeived  117  Yotea,  Mr.  Buchanan  98, 
and  there  were  78  scattered  among 
eight  others,  of  whiHn  Gov.  Marcy 
and  Mr.  Douglas  were  foremost.  On 
the  third  ballot,  Gen.  Cass  received 
119;  but  he  then  began  to  decline ; 
and  on  the  thirteenth  his  vote  had 
sunk  to  00,  while  Mr.  Douglas's  had 
risen  to  50,  and  his  friends  had  high 
hopes.  On  the  foorteenth  ballot, 
Hr.  Douglaa*s  Tote,  which  had  risen 
gradually,  was  93 ;  while  Gen.  Cass's 
had  settled  to  33.  On  the  next  bal- 
lot, Mr.  Douglas  for  the  first  time 
fell  oflF ;  the  result  announced  being — 
Douglas  92 ;  Buchanan  83  ;  Cass  64 ; 
all  others  53.   On  the  thirty-third, 


Gen.  Cass  ran  up  again  to  123  ;  and 
on  the  thirty-firth  to  131,  which  was 
highest — Mr.  Dougla-s  dropping 
to  60  on  the  thirty-third,  and  to  53 
on  this.  FsAinajN  Piebce,  of  Kew 
Hampshire^  was  first  named  on  this 
ballot,  receiving  15  votea.  He  ran 
up  to  80  on  the  next;  ftU  back  to  89 
on  the  following ;  and  there  st^od 
till  the  forty-sixth,  when  he  received 
44 ;  while  Gov,  Marcy  received  97 ; 
Gen.  Cass  78;  Mr.  Buchanan  28; 
and  Mr.  Douglas  32,  with  8  scatter- 
ing. On  the  forty-eighth.  Gen. 
Pierce  received  55,  and  on  the  nc^t 
232  votes — being  all  that  were  cast 
but  six-^d  was  dadand  the  candi- 
date. For  Yioe-Prssident,  William 
R  Enra^  of  Alabama,  received  196 
on  the  first  ballot,  to  174  scattered 
among  nine  rivals ;  and  on  the  se- 
cond ballot  he  had  277  to  11  tor  Jef- 
ferson Davis,  and  was  nominated. 

This  Convention,  beside  reiithrm- 
ing  the  more  essential  propositions 
of  its  three  predecessors,  and  one  or 
two  others  condemning  Ifativism,  in- 
dorsing the  fiunous  E^tueky  and 
Virginia  Besolutions  of  1798  and 
1799,  etc,  etc;  with  reference  to 
Slawy, 

"  lUtuheA,  Thftt  (kngnm  hm  no  jiowte 

under  the  ConstitutiDn  to  inU'rfcre  with  or 
control  the  doiuetitio  institutions  of  the  sev- 
eral States,  and  that  snoh  States  are  the  sole 

nnd  proper  judges  of  everything  apperfnin- 
1  ing  to  their  own  olikirs,  and  not  prohibited 
'  by  the  Ct)n8tjtntion ;  that  all  efforts  of 
Abolitioni'its  orotln-rs,  iiuvle  to  induce  Con- 
gress to  interfere  witii  questions  of  Slavery, 
or  to  take  incipient  steps  in  reliKtion  thereto, 
are  calculated  to  lead  to  the  most  alarming 
and  dangerous  conscviueiires  ;  and  that  all 
such  elTorts  have  an  inevitable  tendency  to 
diminish  the  happiness  of  tho  jicoj)lo,  and  to 
endanger  the  stability  and  pertnanencj  of 
the  Union,  and  ought  not  to  be  countena&oed 
by  any  friend  of  our  political  institutions. 

Jtetdreti,  That  the  foregoing  propositioa 
covers,  and  is  intended  to  embrace,  the 
whole  Miltteot  of  filavny  nitition  in  Ooa- 
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greas ;  and,  therefore,  the  Democratic  party 
of  tiie  UnioiL,  standing  on  this  National  plat- 
form, will  abide  hy  and  adhere  to  a  fniflifnl 
•zecutioo  of  the  aots  luiown  as  the  Com  pro- 
mine  measnrefl  aettled  by  the  lastCongreM 
— tlie  act  for  rorlu'uiiiii;r  fufrifivcs  from  ser- 
vice or  labor  incladed ;  which  act,  being  de- 
■igDed  to  carry  oat  an  express  provision  of 
the  Constitution,  cannot. -^vith  fi<lL'lit_v  there- 
to,  be  repealed,  nor  so  changed  to  destroy 
or  impair  its  efficiency. 

Retolted,  That  the  Democratic  party 
will  resist  all  attempts  at  renewing,  in  Con- 
greas  or  out  of  it,  the  agitation  of  the  Sla- 
'verj  qnt'stion.  under  whatever  ahsp*  <w  col- 
or the  atteinjd  may  be  made." 

The  Whi^  National  Conventiou 
met  in  lialtimore  two  weeks  later 
than  its  rival,  and  a  caucus  of  the 
Sonthem  delegates,  held  the  night 
belboe  ito  oiganisalidn,  vnaiiiiiuniBlj 
nsolved  to  indst  on  making  the  wis- 
dom and  finality  of  the  Compromise 
of  1850  a  pladc  in  the  Whig  plat- 
form  to  be  constructed  by  the  Con- 
vention. Tliey  agreed  upon  a  full 
draft  of  what  they  believed  the  Whiiz; 
platt'onn  tliould  be  ;  which,  on  being 
presented  to  the  friends  of  Mr.  Web- 
ster, was  accepted  by  them,  and  tlius 
had  a  majority  of  the  ConTention 
pledged  to  it  in  advance  of  any  gen- 
oral  ooosoltation  on  the  sabject 

On  the  first  ballot  for  a  Presiden- 
tial candidate^  Kr.  Fillmore  had  133 
votes.  Gen.  Scott  131,  Mr.  Webster 
29.  On  the  next.  Gen.  Scott  had  133, 
and  Mr.  Fillmore  but  131.  These 
proportions  were  nearly  preserved 
through  three  or  four  days  —  Gen. 
Scott  gaining  slightly  and  unsteadily 
on  \lr'.  Fillmore — till,  on  the  fiftieth 
ballot,  Gen.  W rnnsbD  Sooir  receiv- 
ed I4t2y  and  on  the  fifty-second  148. 
On  the  next, he  waa nominated;  hav- 
ing 159  votes  to  112  for  Mr.  FilhnoM 
and  21  fer  Mr.  Webster.  Wnxux 
A.  Graham,  of  North  Carolina,  was, 
on  the  second  ballot^  nominated  for 
Yioe-Preaident. 


OKPBOMiaa  PLATVOBH.  g^S 

Tlio  Southern  platform  had  already 
been  imposed  on  the  Convention — 
the  Slavery  plank  by  a  vote  of  164 
Yeas  to  117  Nays.    It  is  as  follows : 

"  Eighth,  That  the  series  of  acts  of  the 
XXXIst  Congress  known  as  the  Compro- 
mise Men.<»ures  of  1850 — the  not  known  as 
the  Fugitive  Slave  law  included — are  re- 
ceived and  acquieeoed  in  bj  the  Whig  party 
of  the  United  Stntes  as  a  pettloment,  in  prin- 
ciple and  substance,  of  the  dangerous  and 
exciting questUmswhiobtiMif  embrace ;  and, 
so  far  as  they  are  concerned,  we  will  main- 
tain theiUj  and  insist  on  their  strict  enforce- 
ment^ until  time  and  experience  Bhall  demon- 
strate the  necessity  of  further  h  fiislation  to 
gaard  against  the  evasion  of  the  laws  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  abuse  of  their  powers  on 
the  other — not  impairing  their  present  effi- 
ciency ;  and  we  deprecate  all  rarther  agita- 
tion ot'  tlie  question  thus  settled,  as  danger- 
ous to  our  peace,  and  will  disconntenimoe  all 
efibrts  to  oontfarae  or  renew  snob  agitation, 
whenever,  wherever,  or  however,  the  at- 
I  tempt  may  be  made;  and  we  will  niain- 
I  tain  this  aiFrtein  m  essential  to  the  nationel- 
;  itv  of  the  whig  pertf,  and  the  integritgr  of 
the  Union." 

I  Gen.  Scott  made  haste  to  plant 
himself  unequivocally  and  thoroughly 
on  the  i»lutf()rm  thus  erected,  ^vhich 
was  in  undoubted  accordance  with 
his  own  feelings  and  convictions.  Bat 
hia  aooeeas  in  the  eanvaas  waa  bj  no 
means  commensurate  with  the  expec- 
tations of  hia  frienda.  ICanj  of  the 
anti-Slavery  Whiga,  by  whose  efforts 
he  had  been  nominated,  supported 
him  coldly  because  of  the  platform ; 
while  the  intense  /)ro-Slavery  section 
of  the  party  did  not  support  him  at 
all — distrusting,  not  him,  but  tlie  in- 
fluences which,  they  apprehended, 
might  guide  his  councils. 

The  <<Free  Soil  Democracy,'*  who 
yet  maintained  a  National  oiganiza- 
tion  on  the  baaiaof  open  and  thoiongli 
hostility  to  Slavery  Eatension  and  all 
pvo-Slavery  compromises,  held  their 
nominating  Convention  at  Pittsbni^ 
Ponnpylvania,  on  the  11th  of  Angnst ; 
presented  Jobk  F.  Hals,  of  New 
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Hampshire,  for  President,  and  George 
W.  Julian,  of  Indiana,  for  Vice-Presi- 
dent ;  and,  tlioufi^h  they  carried  no 
State,  they  polled  a  far  stronger  vote 
than  they  would  or  could  have  done 
but  for  liie  Whig  platlbnn  aibraBaid; 
and  they  made  tfadr  gain  whdl^  at 
theezpeoaeof  G«n.Soott  When  the 
polls  were  closed  and  the  result  made 
manifest,  it  appeared  that  he  had 
carried  only  the  States  of  Massachu- 
Betts,  Vermont,  Xentucky,  and  Ten- 
nessee—  four  in  all,  choosing;  42  Elec- 
tors; M-hile  Gen.  Pierce  had  carried 
twenty-seven  States,  choosing  254 
Electors.  I^ever  before  was  there 
Buch  an  overwhehning  defeat  of  a  par- 
ty that  had  hoped  for  soooeBB.  Even 
Uttle  Delaware  had,  f<Kr  tiie  tet  time 
— save  only  in  the  reSleotion  of  Hon- 
xoe— voted  for  a '  Demoeratic'  Pk«8i- 


dent.  But  quite  a  number  of  States 
had  been  carried  for  Gen.  Pierce  by- 
very  close  votes ;  so  that  the  popular 
preponderance  of  his  party  was  by  no 
means  so  great  as  the  electoral  result 
would  aeem  to  indieafte.  In  all  the 
StateB  except  South  Carolina  (where 
the  Electon  are  not  dioaen  the 
people,  but  where  there  was  no  Beri- 
ous  opposition  to  Fieroe  and  Xing) 
the  popular  vote  summed  up  as  fol- 
lows: For  Pierce,  1,601,274;  for 
Scott,  1,386,580;  for  Hale,  155,825; 
Pierce  over  Scott,  214,694 ;  over 
Scott  and  Hale  together,  58,896. 
And,  whatever  else  the  Election 
might  have  meant,  Ihere  was  no 
doubt  that  the  popular  verdict  was 
against  'Slaveiy  agitation,'  and  in 
favor  of  maintaining  the  Oompro- 
miseof  1860.** 


xvn. 

THE  NEBBASKA-KANSAS  STB.UGGLE. 


Franeliv  FkKBOB  was  inaugurated 
President  on  the  4th  of  March,  185d. 
Never  were  the  visible  omens  more 
auspicious  of  coming  year.-^  of  politi- 
cal calm  and  National  prosperity. 
Though  a  considerable  Public  Debt 
had  been  incurred  for  the  prosecution 
and  close  of  the  Kexioan  War,  yet 
the  Finai^oeB  were  healthy  and  the 
Public  Credit  unimpaired.  Industry 
and  Trade  were  si^udly  prosperous. 

w  Oq  tbo  daj  b«fore  that  of  the  choice  of  Pres- 
IdiiitU  BhMlon  hf  tiM  peofito,  tiie  writer  met 
an  old  friead  vrhom  he  had  not  before  seen  for 
years,  but  whom  he  had  formerl/  known  as  an 
ardent  and  aotiTe  WUg.  Speaking  to  him  of 
tiie  morrow*!  coatast^  in  the  undoobting  confl- 

donco  of  a  politirnl  compatriot,  he  -was  met  at 
first  bjr  blank  reserve,  and  then  a  frank  aaaer- 
tion:  'I  ihaD  not  TOto  tt^  yaar  as  I  forawity' 


The  Tariff  had  ceased  to  be  a  theme 
of  partisan  or  Bectional  striie.  The 
immense  yield  of  gold  by  California 
during  the  four  preceding  years  had 
stimulated  Enterprise  and  quickened 
the  energies  of  Labor,  and  its  volume 
bhowed  as  yet  no  signs  of  diminution. 
And,  though  the  Fugitive  Slave  law 
was  still  denounced,  and  occasionally 
resisfcedy  by  Abolitionista  in  the  iVee 
States,  whOe  Disnnionists  Btill  plot- 
did.*  'What  does  thatmeanf  'Whj,  I  ham 
been  down  South  bImm  I  laat  aaw  Ton,  and  I 
don'l  think  ^hvrnj  so  had  ni  T  nnr^  d  d.'  No 
question  of  Slavery  had  ever  been  broached  bo> 
tween  us;  and  Uiera  waa  now  no  Shiverf  iaana 
between  the  groat  National  parties ;  jet  an  in> 
Blinct  fitrongor  than  logic  had  taught  him  that,  if 
he  would  uphold  and  maintgin  Slavery,  he  must 
Tota  tiM  Demooratic  tidnt 
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ted  in  secret,  and  more  openly  pre- 
pared in  Southern  Ct>iiimeroial  Con- 
ventions (having  lor  their  osteii^ihle 
ohject  the  estahhshment  oi'  a  general 
exchange  of  the  great  Southern  sta- 
pled directly  firom  their  own  harbors 
with  the  pnneipal  Eiirope«ii  marts, 
instead  of  eireiiitoiiBly  by  way  of 
New  York  and  other  Northern  At- 
lantic ports),  there  was  still  a  goodly 
nuyority  at  the  South,  with  a  still 
larger  at  the  North  and  Northwest, 
in  liivor  «if  niaiiitiiining  tlio  Union, 
and  j>re>erviiig  the  greatest  prac- 
tica]>le  measure  of  eordiality  and  fra- 
ternity between  the  Free  and  the 
Slave  States,  substantially  on  the 
haflis  of  the  Oompromise  of  1850. 

The  region  lying  diieetl^  wertward 
and  northwestward  of  the  State  of 

Mir^souri,  and  stretching  thenoe  to  the 
Roc  ky  Mountains,  was  vaguely  known 
as  the  "Platte  Countr}''  ((V<.m  the 
chief  river  inter^^ecting  it),  and  its 
eastern  fnmtier  was  mainly  covered 
by  Indian  reservations,  on  which 
whites  were  forbidden  to  settle,  down 
to  a  period  so  late  as  1860.  Two 
great  lines  of  travel  and  trade  etreteh- 
ed  aerosB  it — one  of  them  tending 
southwestward,  and  croeeing  the 
Arkansas  on  its  way  to  Santa  Fc 
and  other  villages  and  Fettloments 
in  New  Mexico ;  the  other  lending 
np  the  Platte,  North  Platte,  and 
Sweetwater,  to  and  through  the 
South  Pass  of  the  Koekv  Moun- 
tains,  where  it  diTides — one  trail 
leading  thence  northwestward  to  the 
Columbia  and  to  Oregon ;  the  other 
Bonthwestwaid  to  Salt  Lake,  the 
Hnmboldt,  and  California.  The 
western  boundary  of  Missouri  was 
originally  a  line  drawn  due  nortli 


m  well  ss  sontH  frona  the  point  where 

the  Kansas  or  Kaw  river  enters  the 
Missouri ;  but  in  l.s3G  a  considerable 
st^ctioii  lying  west  of  this  line,  and 
between  it  and  the  Missouri,  was  q\ii- 
etly  detached  from  the  unorganized 
territory  afbresaid  and  added  to  the 
State  of  Missouri,  ftnning  in  dne 
time  the  fertile  and  populous  conn> 
ties  of  Platte,  Buchanan,  Andrew, 
Holt,  Nodaway,  and  Atchison,  which 
contained  in  18r)0  70,605  inhal)itant8, 
of  whom  6,(!1M)  wore  slaves.  This 
conversion  of  Free  into  Slave  territo- 
ry, in  palpable  violation  of  the  Mis- 
souri Compromise,  was  effected  so 
dexterously  and  quietly  as  to  attract 
little  or  no  pnbHc  attention. 

At  the  &8t  ssseion  of  the  XZXIId 
CSongress  (1851-3)  petitions  were  pre* 
sented  for  a  territorial  organization 
of  the  region  westward  of  Missouri 
and  Iowa;  but  no  action  was  had 
thereon  until  the  next  session,  when 
Mr.  Willard  P.  Hall,  of  Missouri,  sub- 
mitted '  to  the  House  a  bill  organizing 
the  Territory  of  J-*laiie,  comprising 
this  region.  This  bill  being  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Territories,  Mr. 
WiDiam  A.  Biehardson,  of  IIlinoiB, 
fixmi  said Oomimttoe, reported*  a  hill 
organizing  the  Tenritory  of  Nebraska 
(covering  the  same  district);  which 
bill,  being  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
the  "Wliole  and  considered  therein, 
encountered  a  f  )rniidable  and  unex- 
pected Soutlieni  opposition,  and  was 
reported*  from  said  Committee  with 
a  recommendation  that  it  be  rejected. 
An  attempt  by  Mr.  John  Letcdier,  of 
Virginia,  to  lay  it  <m  the  table,  was 
defeated  hy  a  call  of  the  Yeas  and 
Nays ;  when  it  was  engrossed,  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed:  Yeas  98; 
Navs  43. 
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The  1)111  now  went  'to  tlie  Seijate, 
witli  ani])lL'  notice  that  a  pn^Slavory 
cabal  had  been  sccretlv  formed  to  re- 
Bist  tlie  organization  (»f  a  new  Territo- 
ry on  soil  consecrated  to  Tree  Labor, 
as  this  Bad  aoleiiiiily  been,  tmtil  a 
oomiterpoise  could  l>e  firand  or  deris- 
ed,  ihTDagh  the  partition  of  Texas  or 
otherwise.  It  reached  tiie  Senate  on 
the  11th,  and  was  Bent  to  tlie  Com- 
mittee on  Territories,  from  which  Mr. 
Stephon  A.  Douglas  re])orted  it  on 
the  ITtli  with(»ut  amendment.  On 
tlie  tid  of  ^[arch  (being  the  last  day 
bnt  one  of  the  session),  he  moved 
that  it  be  taken  up ;  which  was  re- 
sisted and  beaten:  Yeas  20;  Kays 
25  —  the  KajB  nearly  aU  from  the 
South.  He  tried  again  next  daj, 
when  Mr.  Solon  Borland,  of  Ark- 
ansas, moved  that  it  do  lie  on  t/ie 
iaf}le,  which  prevailed :  Yeas  23 ; 
Nays  17 — as  before.  So  the  South 
defeated  any  orL'aiiization  at  this 
time  of  a  territory  wes^t  of  Missouri. 
No  Senators  from  Slave  States  but 
those  from  Missouri  sustained  the 
bill;  and  Mr.  Atchison,  of  that 
State,  in  supporting  a  motion  to 
take  up  the  bill,  to  which  Mr.  Bosk, 
of  Tezaa^  had  objected,  said : 

I  must  asic  llie  indulgence  of  the  Senate 

to  s.iy  ono  word  in  relation  to  this  matter. 
Perhaps  there  u  not  a  State  in  the  Union 
more  deeply  interested  in  this  question  than 
t!)L'  Stuto  of  Missouri.  If  not  the  hir^rcst,  I 
•will  Uiiy  the  hest  portion  of  tliat  Territory — 
perhap.s  tlie  only  portion  of  it  that  in  half  a 
century  will  becomo  !i  State — lies  iinine<li- 
ately  west  of  tlio  btale  uf  Alis^iari.  It  is 
onlj  a  qnestion  of  time,  wliether  we  will  or- 
ganize the  Territory  at  this  session  of  Con- 
gress, or  whether  we  will  do  it  at  the  next 
session ;  and,  for  my  own  part,  I  acknow- 
Icdfre  now  tliat,  tlie  Senator  from  Illinois 
well  knows,  when  1  canie  to  this  city,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  last  session,  I  was  perhaps  as 
mui^h  ojiposed  to  the  proposition  as  the  Sen- 
ator from  Texas  now  is.   The  Senator  from 


Iowa  [Mr.  A.  C.  Dodge]  knows  it ;  and  it 
teat  for  reaaon»  I  %BiU  not  not  now  mention 
or  svf/gist.  liut,  Sir,  I  have,  from  refloctioa 
and  investigation  in  my  own  uiind,  and  from 
the  ojtinions  of  others  —  my  constituents, 
whose  opinions  I  am  bound  to  respect  — 
come  to  the  ooudosion  that  now  iH  the  time 
for  the  organization  of  this  Territory.  It  is 
the  most  ])rojiitiotis  time.  The  treaties  with 
the  various  Indian  tribes,  the  tides  to  whose 
possessions  mnst  lie  eztingnished,  ean  hotter 
be  made  now  tlinn  at  anyfuturt-  tiim  •.  for,  as 
the  Question  is  agitated,  and  aa  it  is  under- 
stood, white  men,  speonlators,  will  interpose 
j  and  interfere,  and  the  longer  it  i*  postponed 
I  the  more  we  will  have  to  fear  Irom  them, 
;  and  the  rooredtlBonltit  will  be  to  extingnirii 
the  Indian  title  in  that  country,  and  the  hard- 
er the  terms  to  be  imposed.  Therefore,  Mr. 
President,  for  this  reason,  withont  going  into 
defail,  I  am  willinjj  now  that  the  question 
should  be  taken,  whetiier  we  will  proueod  to 
the  OMiddenitloii  of  this  bill  or  not" 

Here  was  a  distinct  intimation,' 
from  a  leading  propagandist  of  Sift* 
veiy,  that  he  was  aware  of  a  South- 
ern couBpiracj  to  prevent  the  oigan- 
isation,  westward  of  the  Misaonri,  of 
a  new  Territory  which  must  neecssa- 
rily  be  Free  :  but  he  had  no  faith  in 
itssticee>s,  and  was  anxious,  for  urLjent 
liK-al  rca.-oiis,  to  have  the  or<;aiiizati(in 
proceed.  i>ut  he  was  overborne,  and 
the  bill  defeated. 

The  XXXIIId  Congress  met  De- 
cember 5,  1853.  There  was  an  over- 
whelming Democratic  majority  in 
either  branch.  Linn  Boyd,  of  Ken- 
tucky, was  chosen  Speaker  of  the 
House.  President  Pievos^  as  he  in 
his  Inaugural  had  been  most 
phatic  in  his  oommendation  of  Hie 
Compromise  of  1850,  and  in  insisting 
that  "  the  rights  of  the  South*'  should 
be  upheld,  and  "that  the  laws  to  en- 
force tliom  be  respected  and  obeyed, 
not  with  rt  luctaiice  encouraged  by 
abstract  opinions  us  to  their  j)ropri- 
etv  in  a  diiferent  state  of  fioeietv.  but 
cheerfully,  and  according  to  the  de- 
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(sdons  of  the  tribnniil  to  wMch  their 

exposition  belongs,"  bo  now,  in  hia 

first  Annual  Message,  he  reiterated 

these  ret^ommendations,  and  added : 

Notwithstanding  differences  of  opinion 
and  sentiment  wbien  then  existed  in  relation 
to  details  and  specific  provision's  tho  ncfiiii- 
••oence  of  distinguished  citizens,  whose  de- 
votion to  the  Union  can  never  be  doobted, 
;:iven  renewed  vigor  to  our  institations, 
and  reiitored  a  tense  of  repose  and  secarity 
to  tfie  pnbfio  mind  thronghoiit  tbeoonftder- 
ooy  Tfitit  this  rejto!<e  u  to  suffer  no  thttck 
during  my  ojficial  term,  i/*  /  /lOM  power  to 
WMvliC,  M«M  «A0  j»2aeM  «M  A«r»  may  i«  <M- 


Mr.  Augustas  C.  Dodge,  of  Iowa, 
safamitted*  to  the  SSenate  a  hill  ''to 
onganize  the  Territory  of  Kebraaka,'* 

embracing  (as  before)  tlie  region  lying 
westward  of  Missouri  and  Iowa,  wliich 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Territories ;  from  which  Mr,  Doug- 
las, of  Illinois,  reported*  it  with 
amendmenta.  StOI,  no  woid  in  this 
bill  proposed  to  repeal  or  meddle 
with  the  interdict  on  Slavery  in  this 
region  laid  by  the  Missonri  Compro- 
miae  of  1820.  On  the  contrary,  Mr. 
Douglas's  Report  accompanying  the 
bill,  while  it  raised  the  question 
of  the  original  validity  of  the  Mis- 
souri Restriction  aforesaid,  contained 
no  hint  that  said  Restriction  had 
been  removed  by  the  legislation  of 
1850.  The  material  portion  of  that 
Beport  ia  aa  foUowa: 

*'A  qoesdon  bag  arisen  in  regard  to  the 

light  to  hold  slaves  in  the  Territory  of  Ne- 
bmka,  when  the  Indian  laws  shall  be  with- 
drawn, and  the  coantry  thrown  open  to  emi- 
pration  and  settlement.  By  the  8th  section 
of  *an  act  to  authorize  the  people  of  Mis- 
floorl  Territ^iry  to  form  a  Cmiantiition  and 
State  Government,  and  for  the  admi-nsion  of 
aneh  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  States,  and  to  prohibit 
Slavery  in  certain  territories.'  approved  March 
6,  1820,  it  was  provided;  'That  in  ail  that 
Unitarf  oaded  bj  France  to  the  TTnited 
States  under  the  name  of  Loaisiana,  which 


"  lies  north  of  "d  decrees  HO  niinntos  nortli  lati- 
tude, not  included  within  the  limits  of  the 
State  contemplated  bv  this  act,  Slavery  and 
involmitarv  scTvitnde,  otherwise  than  in  pun- 
ishment of  crimes  whereof  the  parties  shall 
hare  been  dnlj  eomrloted,  ahau  be,  and  are 
hereby,  prohihited:  Provided  dhray^^  That 
any  person  escaping  into  the  Kiine,  froia 
whom  labor  or  serviee  la  lawfully  claimed  in 
any  Stiite  or  Territorv  of  tlie  riiited  States, 
such  fugitive  may  be  bw fully  reclaimed,  and 
conveyed  to  the  persons  claiming  hb  or  her 
labor  or  service  as  aforesaid.' 

"  Under  tliis  seetii)n,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Mexican  law  in  New  ^fe.xioo  and  Utah,  it  is 
a  disputed  point  whctluT  Slavery  is  prohib- 
ited in  the  Nebraska  country  by  tuLid  cnact- 
luont.  The  decision  of  this  question  invotvea 
the  constitntional  power  of  Congress  to  pa?*** 
laws  prescribing  and  regulatiuff  the  domestic 
institations  of  the  various  Territories  of  the 
Union.  In  tho  opinion  of  those  eminent 
statesmen  who  hold  that  Conffross  is  invest- 
ed with  no  rightful  authority  to  legislate 
upotj  tho  subject  of  Slavery  in  the  territo- 
ries, the  8th  section  of  tho  act  preparatory 
to  the  admission  of  Missouri  ia  null  and 
void;  while  the  prevailing  sentiment  in 
large  portions  of  the  Union  sustains  the  doe- 
trine  that  tho  Constitution  of  tlic  United 
States  seoorea  to  every  citizen  an  inaiienable 
right  to  move  into  any  of  the  Territories 
with  his  property,  of  whatever  kind  and  de- 
acriptionf  and  to  hold  and  enjoy  the  same 
nndm*  the  aanotion  of  law.  Tonr  Oommit- 
tco  do  not  feel  themselves  called  upon  to  en- 
ter upon  the  discussion  of  these  controverted 
qnesnooa.  Tiwy  involve  the  same  gravo  1»- 
Bues  which  produced  the  agitation,  tho  sec- 
tional strife,  and  the  feartol  struggle,  of 
1850.  As  Oongress  deemed  it  wise  and  pru- 
dent to  refrain  from  deciding  the  matters  in 
controversy  then,  either  by  affirming  or  re- 
pealing the  Mexican  lawa,  or  by  an  act  do> 
olaratory  of  the  true  intent  of  tho  Constitn- 
tiou,  and  the  extent  uf  the  protection  atlurded 
by  It  to  Slave  property  in  the  TerritimM,  ao 
your  Committee  are  not  prepared  to  recom- 
mend a  departure  from  the  course  pursued 
on  that  memorable  occasion,  either  by  affirm- 
ing or  repealing  the  8th  section  of  the  Mis- 
souri act,  or  by  any  act  declaratory  of  the 
meaning  of  the  Constitution  in  respect  to  tha 
legal  points  in  dispute." 

This  would  seem  conclusive;  yet 

it  is  hut  fair  to  add  tho  following, 

from  near  tlie  close  of  the  Report : 

"  From  these  provisions,  it  is  aoparent  that 
the  Oompromiae  meamrea  of 1860  affirm,  and 
rest  upon,  the  Mowing  propoaitiona: 

•  JiHmai7  4, 1864. 
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"  First, — That  all  questions  pertaining  to 
Slavery  in  the  Territories,  and  the  new 
btutes  to  be  formed  therefrom,  are  to  be  left 
to  the  docision  of  the  people  residing  Uiere- 
in,  bj  their  appropriate  representatiTea,  to 
be  chowa  by  mm  for  that  poxpoM.** 

Tlie  bill  tliufl  reported  wassocm  after, 
on  Mr.  Douglas's  motion,  recommit- 
ted, and  on  the  23d  reported  again  by 
him  from  his  Committeo  on  Torrito- 
t\o>,  ^v^th  material  alterations.  For. 
nicantiine/  Mr.  Archibald  Dixon,'  of 
Kentucky,  had  given  due  notice  that, 
whenever  this  bill  should  come  up,  he 
would  offer  the  following  amendment : 

**  Sio.  89.  And  be  it/arther  0ttaeUdy  That 

•o  much  of  the  8th  section  of  an  act  np])rov- 
ed  March  6,  1820,  entitled  '  An  Act  to  an- 

*  thorize  the  people  of  the  Missotni  Terrifeoiy 
*to  form  a  constitution  and  State  povern- 
*ment,  and  for  the  admission  of  snch  State 
'  into  the  Union  on  an  eqaal  footing;  with  the 

•  orif.'in.il  St;^to^«,  and  to  prohibit  Slavery  in 
Sertiiin  territories,'  as  declares  'That,  in  all 
'  that  territory  coded  by  FVanee  to  the  Uni- 
'tt'l  State,  under  the  name  of  I.oniHinnri, 
'  whii  h  lies  north  of  36  dejrrees  30  niimites 
'  north  latitude,  Slavery  and  involuntary  ser- 
S-itudc,  othorwir^o  than  in  the  punishment 
'of  criinos  whereof  the  party  sliall  have 
'  been  duly  convicted,  ■hall  be  forever  pro- 
'  ]ii1)ited,*  ahall  not  be  to  eomtrued  at  to  ap- 
ply to  the  Territory  contemplated  by  thit 
act,  or  to  an;/  othi  r  Territory  of  the  United 
Btatet;  but  that  the  citizens  of  the  several 
States  or  Territories  shall  be  at  liberty  to 
take  and  hold  their  slaves  within  any  of  the 
Territories  or  States  to  be  formed  there- 
from, as  if  Um  said  act,  entitled  as  afbresaid, 
aihI  approved  ts  aforesaid,  had  never  been 
pasnei" 

This  blunt  proposition  that  the 
Misipoui-i  (\)mpromi8e,  in  so  far  as  its 
Btii)ulations  favored  the  consecration 
of  the  Territorie-4  to  Free  T.uIxt,  be 
utterly  repudiated,  now  that  so  much 
of  it  ts  strengthened  Slavery  had 
taken  full  and  vigorous  effect,  was 
reottved  with  more  sorpriBe  than  8at> 
isfaction  bj  tho  engmeera  of  the  origi- 
nal measnre.  1%$  Union^  then  the 
Democratic  organ  at  Waahington, 
promptly  denounced  it  as  a  Whij]^ 


device  to  divide  and  disorganize  the 
Democratic  party.  Tt  received  no 
hearty  welcome  tVom  any  quarter — 
certainly  none  from  Mr.  Douglas,  or 
any  supporter  of  liis  Presidential  as- 
pirations. It  had  evidently  been  ex- 
])ected  bj  fhem  that  his  proposal  to 
organise  these  territories)  so  expressl/ 
contemplated  and  oorered  by  the  in- 
liibition  of  bondage  contained  in  the 
Missouri  act,  in  blank  silence  on  tlie 
subject  of  Slavery,  would  be  deemed 
a  concession  to  Southern  prejudices, 
if  not  to  Southern  interests.  Yet,  in 
tlie  presence  of  this  bolder,  stronger, 
larger,  and  more  pra(;tical  concession, 
that  of  Mr.  Douglas  dwindled  by  con- 
trast into  inaignifieaiioe. 

JUr.  Douglas,  thus  outbid,  resolved 
to  start  afiwh.  On  the  28d  aforesaid, 
he  rep<irted  from  his  Committee  a  bill 
so  different  from  its  predecessor  as 
hardly  to  resemble  it,  save  that  it 
contem])lated  the  sarne  region.  In- 
stead of  one  Territiiry,  to  be  called 
Nebraska,  and  stretching  from  the 
parallel  of  36*'  30'  nortli  latitude 
on  the  south  to  that  of  43°  30'  on  the 
north,  and  from  the  western  boun- 
dary of  MisBOori  and  Iowa  on  the 
east  to  the  crests  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains on  the  west,  he  now  proposed  to 
create  two  Territories,  one  to  be  oom- 
j>osod  of  so  much  of  said  region  as 
was  directly  west  of  the  State  of 
Missouri,  to  l)e  known  as  Kansas  ; 
tlie  otlier  to  com])rise  tlie  residue,  and 
be  known  as  Xeijkaska.  (The  south 
line  of  Kansas  was  moved  northward 
from  latitude  Se"*  80' to  latitude  8?*»iB 
otdsit  to  make  it  conform  to  the  boun- 
dary between  the  landsof  tiie  Chero- 
kees  and  those  of  the  Osages.)  And, 
with  reference  to  SlaTery,  the  new 
bill  contained  these  provisions : 
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**Bec.  21.  And  be  it  further  enneUd, 
Tbat,  in  order  to  avoid  all  miacooitniotioii, 
it  {s  hereby  declared  to  be  the  true  in- 
tent and  tiieuiiiu;^  of  this  act,  su  fur  as  the 
question  of  Slavery  is  concerned,  to  carry  i 
Uto  practical  operation  tlie  foUowin;;  prop- 
O-si  ious  and  priiuiplos,  ejitalli«?it<l  hij  the 
CompromiM  tnmwret  qf  thotuatuL  eight 
imiSbnd  andjirli/,  to  int : 

"FirsL  Tlmt  all  qiiestiuii .  portaining  toSla- 
Tenr  in  the  Territories,  and  iu  tlio  new  States 
to  he  finned  therefrom,  are  to  be  left  to  the 
decision  of  the  people  residing  therein, 
tiirough  their  appropriate  representatives. 

"Seoond.  That  *all  cases  InTolvioff  title 
*  to  slaves,' and  '  qtiostions  of  personal  froc- 
'  doui,'  are  roterrcd  to  the  adjudication  of 
the  local  tribnnala,  with  the  right  of  appeal 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of  tlio  United  States. 

Third.  That  the  provisions  of  the  C  on- 
■titatioii  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  in 
res-rpect  to  fugi fives  from  service,  are  to  be 
carried  into  iaithfld  execution  in  all  the 
'ocggnised  Territorlee^*  th«  mom  m  Ui  the 
Statei.** 

Proceeding  to  that  Bcction  which 
provides  for  the  election  of  a  delegate 
to  G^ngress  from  Kansaiy  wgt^»H  of 
the  original  stipulation — 

"That  the  Constitution,  ;;nd  all  laws  of 
the  United  States  which  are  not  lo^iUjr  in- 
applicable, shall  httn  Um  tniw  fbiM  aad 
etfcf  t  within  the  said  Territory  as  c^wbere 
in  the  United  States**— 

The  following  important  reserva- 
tion was  now  added : 

"  Except  tlio  flection  of  the  act  prepara- 
tory to  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the 
Union,  npproTed  March  6, 1820,  which  was 
supersodod  by  the  y>rinciples  of  the  Legisla- 
tion of  1860«  commonly  called  the  Compro- 
mise meaeores,  and  is  deohired  Inoperative.** 

The  section  wliicli  authorized  Xe- 
braska  to  send  a  deleg&te  was  amend- 
ed in  pieeiBel  J  the  same  manner. 

Mr.  DoogliiB  called  up  his  new  bill 
for  oonstderation next  morning;  when 
not  only  Messrs.  Chase  and  Snmner, 
but  Mr.  N  orris,  of  l^ew  Ilamp- 
ahire,  Gen.  Cass,  and  other  Demo- 
cm  ts,  desired  tliat  time  be  given  to 
consider  the  grave  changes  which 


had  jnst  been  made  in  the  vital 

character  of  the  measure.  On  the 
other  hand,  Messrs.  Dawson,  of 
I  Georgia,  and  Dixon,  of  Kentucky, 
were  ready  to  sustain  Mr.  Dougbis 
throughout.  Mr.  Dixon,  expressing 
entire  satisfaction  with  the  new 
shape  given  to  the  bill,  said  :  * 

**  I  think  it  due  to  the  Senate  that  thcjr 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  nnderstanding 
precisely  the  heariufrs  jukI  (lie  efTc  t  of  the 
amendment  which  has  Leeu  recently  iucor- 
j)orated  into  the  bill,  as  originally'  reported 
by  the  Conunittce — I  mean  that  portion  of 
the  amendment  •which  alludes  to  Slavery 
within  the  Territories  to  be  organized — Ne- 
braska and  Kansas.  So  far  as  I  am  individ- 
ually concerned,  I  am  perfectly  fyitistied 
with  the  amendment  reported  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  lilinoi.'^,  and  which  has  been  in- 
corporated into  the  bill.  If  I  understund  it, 
it  reaches  a  point*  which  I  am  most  anxious 
to  attain — that  is  to  say,  it  virtually  repeals 
the  act  of  1820,  commonly  called  the  Mis- 
souri Compromise  act,  declaring  that  Slavery 
should  not  exist  north  of  the  line  of  86*'  80' 
north  ladtnde. 

"  I  here  take  occasion  to  remark,  merely 
with  a  view  of  placing  myself  right  before 
the  Senate,  that  I  thiok  my  podnoa  in  rs> 
lation  to  thi<;  matter  has  beea  somewhat 
misunderstood. 

"I  have  been  charged,  through  one  of 
the  leadinpr  journals  '  of  this  city,  with  hav- 
ing proposed  the  amendment  which  I  noti- 
fid  tiie  Senate  I  intended  to  oflbr,  with  a 
view  to  embarrass  the  Democratic  party. 
It  was  said  that  I  was  a  Whig  fix>m  Ken- 
tncky,  and  that  the  amendment  proposed 
by  mo  should  bo  looked  tii)on  with  suspicion 
by  the  opposite  party.  Sir,  I  merely  wish 
to  remark  that,  upon  the  question  of  Slavery, 
I  know  no  Whi^'ircry,  and  I  know  no  De- 
mocracy. I  am  a  pro-Slavery  tium.  I  am 
from  a  slaveholding  State;  1  repres<^^nt  a 
slaveholding  constituency ;  and  1  am  here 
to  maintain  the  rights  of  that  people 
whenever  they  are  presented  before  the 
Senate. 

Tlie  amendment  which  I  notified  the 
Senate  that  I  should  offer  at  the  proper 
time,  has  been  incorporated  bv  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  into  the  bill  which  he  has  re- 
ported to  the  Senate.  The  bill,  as  now 
amended,  meets  my  views,  and  I  have  no 
objection  to  it.  I  shall,  at  the  ]>roper  time, 
asVar  as  I  am  able  to  do  so,  aid  and  asaisi 
Uie  Senator  from  Illinoia,  and  others  who 
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aro  anxious  to  carry  through  this  proposi-  i 
tion,  with  the  feeble  abilities  I  iimy  he  ;ible  i 
to  brin^  to  buar  upon  it.    1  think  it  Uiiu  to 
myself  to  make  this  explanation,  because  I 
do  not  wish  it  to  be  understood  that,  upon 
a  question  like  this,  1  have,  or  could  have,  j 
•nf  moCiT»  except  that  wineh  should  influ- 
ence a  man  anxious  to  secure  what  he  be- 
lieves to  be  a  great  principle — that  is,  Con- 
Ipreasiunal  non-interference  in  all  the  Ter- 
ritories, so  far  as  this  great  question  of 
Slavery  is  concerned. 

I  never  did  believe  in  the  propriety  of 
passing  the  Missouri  Compromise.  1  thought 
ft  waM  the  result  of  neoeestty.  I  never 
thoiiL'Iit  that  the  great  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky (Mr.  Clay),  when  he  advocated  that 
moasnre,  did  to  because  his  judKment  ap- 
proved it,  but  because  it,  was  tli«-  ro>nlt  of  a 
oonibiuation  of  circanistanoes  which  drove 
bim  to  the  poeitJon  he  assumed;  and  I 
have  never  thought  tliat  that  ineasnro  re- 
ceived tUo  sauction  either  of  his  heart  or  of 
his  head. 

**  The  amendment,  then,  whirh  T  pave 
notice  that  1  would  propose — and  which  I 
intended  to  have  proposed^  if  it  had  not 
been  rendered  wholly  unnecessary  by  the 
amendment  reported  by  the  Senator  from  i 
Illinois,  from  the  Committee  on  Territories, 
of  which  he  is  the  honored  Chairman — I  j 
intended  to  offer,  under  the  firm  conviction  j 
that  I  was  carrying  out  the  principles  set-  \ 
tied  in  the  Compromise  nets  of  1850;  and  * 
which  leave  the  whole  questiou  of  Slavery 
with  the  people,  and  withoot  aaj  Oongres- 
sional  interference.    For,  over  the  subject 
of  Slavery,  cither  in  the  Staten  or  Territories 
of  the  United  States,  I  have  always  believed, 
•nd  have  always  contended,  that  Congress 
liad  no  power  whatever,  and  that,  conse- 
quently, the  act  of  1830,  commonly  known 
as  the  Missouri  Compromise  act,  is  uncon- 
stitutional ;  and,  at  the  proper  time,  I  shall 
endeavor  to  satisfy  the  Senate  and  the 
country  of  the  truth  of  these  propositions." 

To  which  Mr.  Doughia  TCBponded 
as  follows : 

"  As  this  diiicussion  has  begnn,  I  feel  it 
to  be  mv  duty  to  say  a  word  in  explanation. 
I  am  glad  to  hear  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tueky  say  that  the  bill,  as  it  now  stands, 
accomplishes  all  that  he  desired  to  accom- 
plish by  his  amendment,  because  his  amend- 
ment seeined  to  myself,  and  to  some  with 
whom  I  have  conaoited,  to  mean  more  than 
what  be  bow  explains  it  to  mean,  and 
what  I  am  glad  he  did  not  intend  it  dionld 
mean. 

*'  We  sapposed  tiiat  it  not  only  wiped  out 

the  lepri^'lation  which  Conj^rcss  has  hereto- 
fore adopted,  excluding  Slavery,  but  that  it  i 
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affirmatively  lef?i.«>lated  Slavery  into  the 
Territories.  The  object  of  the  Committee 
was  neitiier  lo  lc;,'islate  Slavery  in  or  out  of 
the  Territories;  neither  to  introduce  nor 
exclndo  it :  but  to  remove  whatever  ob- 
stacle Congress  had  put  there,  and  apply 
the  doctrine  of  Ckn^pressional  non-interven- 
tion, in  accordance  with  the  principles  of 
the  Oomproraiso  measures  of  1S50,  and  al- 
low the  people  to  do  as  they  pleased  upon 
this,  as  well  as  all  other  matters  affecting 
their  interests. 

The  explanation  of  the  houorable  Sen* 
ator  from  Kentocky  shows  that  his  mean- 
ing was  not  what  many  supposed  it  to  be, 
who  judged  simply  from  the  jdiraseology  of 
the  amendment.  I  deem  this  explanation 
due  to  the  Senator  and  to  mys^f." 

Messrs.  Webster,  Clay,  and  Cal- 
houn had  all  passed  from  the  earth 
since  the  inception  of  Mr.  Clay's 
Compromiae  in  1860.  Kot  one  of 
them  lived  to  hear  that  th%t  Compro- 
mise had  lifted  the  interdict  of  Silk 
very  from  the  wliole  region  solemn- 
ly guaranteed  to  Free  Labor  forever 
by  tlio  Compromise  of  1S20.  Mr. 
Webster,  certainlv,  never  dreamed 
of  such  a  thin<:r,  wlicn  lie  vehemently 
denoimced,  us  insane,  maiignant  fol- 
ly, the  attempt  to  fasten  a  like  pro- 
hibition on  the  bill  <nganizing  New 
Mexico — as  an  effort  to  debar  slave- 
liolding  on  snowy  crags  and  arid 
deserts  where  no  dare  could  be  sub- 
sisted— as  a  superserviceable  attempt 
to  "  reenact  tlie  laws  of  God,"  as  if 
their  Author  were  unequal  to  the 
task  lie  had  uiulertaken. 

In  the  a(;('ord  of  Messrs.  Douijl^i 
and  Dixou,  an  undertone  of  discord 
may  be  detected.  Ifr.  Dixon  repu- 
diates the  restrictive  provision  of  the 
Compromise  of  1820  as  void  oib  in- 
Uioy  for  want  of  oonstitntional  power 
to  enact  it.  Congress  coidd  not  law- 
fully exclude  Slavery  from  the  Fed- 
eral domain — therefore,  did  not^  to 
any  ]Kirpose.  Mr.  Clay  consented 
to  that  Restriction  because  he  must, 
not  because  he  would — (as  if  this 
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.were  not  always  the  oase  in  com- 
pvomiBes — each  party  conceding 
something  he  would  gladly  retain, 
in  (»rdcr  to  secure  ftoinetluMg  else 
tliat  ii  otherwise  beyond  Ins  reucli.) 
But  that  Mr.  Clay  deliberately  bar- 
gained to  secure  what  he  greatly 
dedred  (the  admission  of  MiflBouri), 
Imowing  that  the  stipulated  eouBid- 
eration  was  utterly  heyond  the  power 
of  Congress,  therefore  a  blank  nul- 
lity—^^Ao^  Mr.  Dixon  did  not  assert, 
nor  \roiild  any  true  friend  of  the 
great  Kentnckian's  memory  insinu- 
ate it.  Whatever  Mr.  Dixon's  be- 
lief on  the  subject,  it  is  cc  rtain  that 
Mr.  Clay  deemed  the  Missouri  Cora- 
promise  a  valid  contract,  and  that 
he  new  dreamed  that  it  was  either 
vnauthorized  by  the  Conatitation  or 
snpeneded  by  the  Compromise  of 
1850.  No  champion,  no  adyersaiy, 
of  this  latter  airaogement  ever  sug- 
gested, whether  as  an  ai^iment  for, 
or  an  objection  to,  this  Bcheme,  that 
one  of  its  effects  or  incidents  would 
be  the  n'peal  of  the  Missouri  Tlc- 
Btriction,  and  a  consequent  opening 
to  Slavery  of  the  region  stretching 
westward  and  north-westward  from 
JGsBonri. 

Hr.  Dooglas,  it  will  be  seen,  in> 
dorses  none  of  Mr.  Dixon's  assump- 
tions He  had  misimderstood  Mr. 
Dixon's  original  proposition,  snppo- 
sins:  that  it  intended  to  "lejnslate 
Slavery  into  the  Territory."  He  could 
mean  bv  tliis  nothiuir  more  nor  other 
than  that  he  misunderstood  Mr.  Dix- 
on's as  a  proposition  to  legislate  Slave 
law — ^that  is,  law  imder  which  slaves 


could  bo  legally  held  to  service — into 
said  Territory ;  tlic  act  of  planting  Sla- 
very hi  fact  there,  l)cing  one  which 
legislation  might  facilitate  and  invite, 
but  wliicli  individual  acli(m  must  initi- 
ate and  achieve.  And  he  did  nut  now 
contend  that  the  legislation  of  1850 
had  even  removed  the  obstacle  to 
saoh  establishment,  bnt  only  that  the 
action  he  piopoeed  wie  *^  in  aocord- 
ance  with  ihepriMipUa  of  the  Com- 
promise measures  of  1850" — that  is 
to  say,  it  applied  to  Kansas  and  Ne- 
braska— Territories  secured,  ujion  due 
consideration,  to  Free  Labor,  by  sa- 
cred agreement  in  1820 — a  principle 
which  Congress  had,  under  very  dif- 
ferent circumstances,  applied  to  New 
Mexico— a  most  miHke  and  peculiar 
region — In  1850. 

Mr.  Dixon,  it  will  be  remarked, 
had  not  yet  attained  to  the  ultimate 
orthodoxy  of  the  South  with  respect 
to  the  rights  of  slaveholders  in  the 
Territories.  He  only  held  that  Con- 
fess had  no  ri":ht  to  excladt'  tliem 
with  tlieir  luunan  chattels.'  That  it 
was  bound  to  recognize  and  protect 
their  property  in  slaves,  and  that  tho 
people  of-  the  Territories  conld  have 
no  right,  prior  to  their  organization 
as  a  State^  to  exclude  or  inhibit  Sla- 
very, were  dogmas  as  yet  confined  to 
the  more  ardent  devotees  of  Calhoun- 
ism,  and  so  far  from  being  accepted, 
that  they  were  g<'arcely  comprehend- 
ed by  the  great  body  of  tho  support- 
ers of  tho  Compromise. 

The  amended  bill,  ihiu  reported 
by  Mr.  Douglas,  was  debated  at 


*  **  Is  it  not  hard,"  asked  Mr.  Badger,  of  North 
GbMlma,  during  the  debate  on  the  KaaM»>N»* 

bnskft  bill,  "  if  I  should  chooso  to  emigrate  to 
Kanoa?,  that  T  KhoiiM  ho  forbidden  to  tako  my 
old  mammy  [slave-uurae]  along  with  mo?" — 
"The  ftffimitffr  wtirtTy  migfrlrfft  our 


responded  Mr.  Wade,  of  Ohio.  "We  have  not 
the  least  ol^eotion,  and  would  oppose  no  ob|^ 

cle,  to  tho  5?enator'8  mijjratinf,'  to  Kausaa,  and 
taking  his  'old  mammy'  along  witli  liim.  Wo 
only  insist  tliat  he  shall  not  bo  empowered  to<eS 
h«r  after  tMag  her  tbere.** 
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lengA,  and  ably,  by  Mum.  Douglas 

and  several  others  in  fayor,  and  by 
Messrs.Clia.se,  Seward,  Sumner,'Vrade, 
and  others,  in  opposition.  But  the 
disparity  in  numbers  ])et\veen  its  sup- 
porters and  its  opponents  wad  too  great 
— ^nearly  three  for  to  one  against  it — 
to  allow  much  interoat  to  attach  to  the 
BucoesuTe  diseaadonB  and  diyisioDs, 
Bave  as  they  serve  to  oast  light  on  the 
real  character  of  the  measure,  espe- 
cially with  respect  to  Slavery.  A 
few  of  these  will  here  be  noted. 

Mr.  Chase,  having  attempted'"  to 
strike  out  so  much  of  the  clause  last 
quoted  as  declares  the  Restriction  of 
1820  "superseded"  by  the  Coraprcn 
mise  of  1850,  and  been  beaten  by  30 
Kays  to  IS  Yeas,  Mr.  Dooglaa"  hun- 
self  moyed  that  said  daase  be  strioken 
out,  and  replaced  by  the  following : 

"Which  boitifr  inconsistent  with  the  prin- 
ciplo  of  Non-IuttirventiuQ  by  Coogroas  with 
Bmverj  in  tlie  States  and  Torritorhi,  m  rec- 
Ognlzed  by  tho  lofrislntion  of  1850  fcomiiionly 
oatled  tho  Curaproinise  measures),  is  hereby 
declared  inopemtive  and  void ;  it  bfling  tho 
true  intent  and  incaniui:?  of  this  act  not  to 
legifllate  .Slavery  into  any  Territory  or  State, 
nor  to  exclude  it  therefruin,  bnt  to  leave  the 
people  thereof  perfectly  free  to  fortn  and 
regulate  their  domestic  institations  in  their 
own  way,  subject  only  to  tho  Conitltatton 
of  the  United  States/' 

This,  of  course,  j)revailed :  Yeas 

35;  IVays  10:  whereupon  Mr.  Chase 

moved''  to  a<l(l  thereto  a.s  follows: 

Under  whichf  the  people  of  the  Territory, 
ikroiugh  their  appropriate  repretentatites, 
may,  if  fhcri        |iro4i6»t  tiU  «Buta»M  qf 

BUmery  thrrein.''^ 

This  touchstone  of  the  true  nature 
and  intent  of  tho  measure  was  most 
dedaiTely  voted  down ;  the  Teas  and 
Kays  being  as  followB : 

YlAB — Fessenden  and  Hamlin,  of  ^[nine; 
Sumner,  of  Maaaadnuetts;  foot»  of  Ver- 


mont; Smith,  of  Connecticut;  Fisli  and 
bewurd,  of  New  York ;  Ciiase  and  W  ade,  of 
Ohio;  Dodge  (Henry),  of  Wiacoiuaii~10. 

Natb — Norris  and  Williams,  of  New 
Uampehire;  Toucey,  of  Connecticut ;  Brod' 
head,  of  Pennsylvania;  Clayton,  of  Dela- 
ware; Stuart.'' (jf  Michigan;  Pettit,  of  Indi- 
ana; Douglas  and  Shields,  of  I  llinuis;  Dodgo 
(A.  0.)  and  Jones,  of  Iowa ;  Walker,  of  Wie- 
consin;  Hunter  and  Mason,  of  Virjrinia; 
Pratt,  of  Maryland ;  Badger,  of  North  Caro 
lina;  Batler  and  Evans,  of  South  Carolina; 
Dawson,  of  Georgia ;  Fitzpatrick  and  C.  C. 
Clay,  of  Alabama;  Adams  and  Brow^n,  of 
Missiftsipid;  Roi\jamin  and  Slidell,  of  Loois- 
iana ;  It orton,  of  Florida ;  Houston  and  Rusk, 
of  Texas;  Dixon,  of  Kentucky;  Bell  and 
Jones,  of  Tetuicssi^ic ;  Atchison,  of  Missouri; 
Seboetioa  and  Johnson,  of  Arkansas ;  Gwin 
and  WeUer,  of  Oalilbmio — 86. 

So  the  Senate  de<'i!^ively  voted  that 
the  people  of  the  new  Territories, 
formed  by  this  act  from  the  r^on 
diielded  from  Slavery  by  th«  Oom- 
pronuae  of  1890,  abould  not  have  the 
right,  under  this  ofganlzation,  to  pio> 
hibit  Slavery,  should  they  see  fit. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Badger,  of  Ifortli 
Carolina,  it  was  fiirther  (Yeas  85, 
Kays  6) 

"■Fnmdtd^  That  nothtD|{  herein  shall  be 
oonstraed  to  rerire  or  pnt  m  Ksroe  any  law 

or  regulation  which  may  have  existed  prior  to 
the  act  of  6th  of  March.  1820,  either  protect- 
ing, establishing,  prohibiting,  or  abolishing 
Slavery." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clayton,  of  Del- 
aware, it  wjis  further  provided  that  im- 
migrants from  foreign  couutriet*  who 
liati  merely  declarcd  their  intention 
to  become  naturalized  citizens  should 
not  be  voters  in  these  Territories.  On 
tilis  proposition,  the  Yeas  were  23 
(all  from  SUve  States);  the Naya 31 
(all  from  Free  States). 

Mr.  Ohase  now  moved  an  amend- 
ment fixing  a  day  of  election,  ap- 
pointing oommiBsioners  to  lay  off 
Oonnties,  etc.,  etc.,  and  enabling  the 


'»  February  eth.  "  Fftbniaiy  16th. 

"March  2d. 

u  Gen.  Cass,  the  invontor  of  "Popular  Sove- 


reign^." who  vas  In  hla  aeat  and  TOtad  just  bt- 

f'<rr>,  (lid  not  respond  to  the  odl  of  hla  BODO  OD 

this  occasion. 
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people  of  tiieie  TetritorieB  to  ehooee 

their  own  Governor  as  well  as  Legis- 
lature,— wliich  was  rejected;  Yeaa 

10;'*  Nays  30. 

So  far,  the  bill  had  been  acted  on 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  On 
comin^^  out  i»f  Committee,  Mr.  Clay- 
ton's amendment,  ab<jve  mentioned, 
was  disagreed  to — 22  to  20 — and  the 
bin  engroaeed  for  its  third  reading  by 
29  to  12— and,  at  a  late  hour  of  the 
m^tt**— or  rather,  morning— pasted : 
Yeas  87;  Nays'*  14:  whereupon  the 
Senate,  exhausted  by  struggle  and 
excitement,  adjonme<I  ovor  from  Fri- 
day to  the  foUowiug  Tuesday. 

In  the  Tlonse,  thi;^  bill  was  not 
taken  up  for  more  than  two  months 
after  it  had  passed  the  Senate.  There 
were  scmplee  to  ▼snqnish,  objections 
to  remoive  or  to  soften,  and  machinery 
to  adjust,  in  order  to  give  the  meas- 
ure a  chance  of  success.  Meantime, 
tlje  hum  of  public  dissatisfaction  rose 
loader  and  louder,  and  members  who 
wore  soon  to  face  Northern  constituen- 
cies were  reasonably  rehictunt  to  vote 
for  it,  unless  the  Democratic  majori- 
ties in  their  di»trictd  were  well-nigh 
impregnable. 

A  House  bill  (nearly  a  copy  of 
that  of  Mr.  Douglas)  having  been 
reported**  by  Mr.  Richardson,  of  Il- 
linois, firom  the  Committee  on  Ter- 
ritories, Mr.  English,  of  Indiana — a 
most  unflinching  Democrat — from 
the  minority  of  said  Committee,  pro- 
posed to  strike  out  the  clause  which 


we  have  seen  reported  by  Mr.  Bong^ 

las  to  the  Senate,  and  adopted  by 
that  body,  repealing  tlie  8th  section 
of  the  Missouri  act,  and  insert  instead 

the  following : 

Protidtd^  That  nothing  in  thia  act  shall 
be  flo  oonstraed  aa  to  prevent  the  people  of 
said  Territory,  througn  tin-  |in>|)frly  coiiJ^ti- 
tut«d  legislative  authohtr,  from  paming 
snch  laws,  in  relatfon  to  uis  fautitntion  of 
Slavery,  as  they  may  decin  beat  adapted  to 
their  locality,  aiul  most  condnoivie  to  tlieir 
happinett  and  welfare ;  and  w>  nnieh  of  anj 
existing'  m  t  of  Oon^rress  as  may  contiict 
with  the  above  right  of  the  people  to  regu- 
late their  domestic  inatitntiona  in  th^ 
own  wnj,  be,  and  the  lame  is  hereby, 
repealed." 

It  is  higlily  ])robable  that  this 
proposition  could' not  liave  been  de- 
feated on  a  call  of  the  Yeas  and 
Xavs  in  the  House — which  was 
doubtless  the  reason  why  it  was 
never  acted  on.  The  Home  IhU  was 
never  taken  up,  save  at  a  late  day,** 
fo  as  to  enable  the  Senate  bill  to  be 
moved  as  an  amendment 

There  was  a  violent  struggle  in 
the  House  for  and  against  closing 
the  del)ate  on  this  measure,  and  it 
was  finally  a<]:reed  that  said  debate 
should  terminiite  on  Saturday  the 
20th.  And  now,  Mr.  Alex.  II.  Ste- 
phenS)  of  Georgia,  originated,  and 
was  enabled  to  execute,  a  parlia- 
mentary maneuver  which,  if  recog* 
nized  as*legitimate,  must  prove  an 
important  aid  to  party  despotism 
and  a  st^reen  to  vicious  legislation 
through  all  future  time.  The  right 
of  a  maj<»rity  to  j^rescribe  a  reason- 
able limit  to  discussion — to  afford 


**Hessra.  Clia«o.  Fessendoo,  Foot,  Haailln, 
Korris,  Seward,  Shields,  Smiib,  Stunner,  Wado 
—10. 

MMarahSd. 

'«  Messrs.  Bell,  of  Tennessee,  Iloiiston,  of  Tez« 
oa,  aod  Walker,  of  Wiaoonsin,  who  had  voted 
afrioat  lb;  Ohne^  aaieadDMDt  above  dtcd,  and 
Mr.  Janei^  of  Bhode  Uaad,  who  had  not  voted 


on  it  at  all,  now  voted  Naj.  Measn.  Bayard, 

of  Delaware,  Cass,  of  Michijran.  Thompson,  of 
Kentucky,  Geycr,  of  Missouri,  Thomson,  of  New 
Jersey,  who  did  not  vote  Ibr  or  against  Gov. 

Cha.«o'8  amendmont,  \vlu'm>n  wp  !u4ve  given  Uie 
Yeas  and  Naya,  were  now  present  and  voted /i>f 
the  Ml. 

"  Jannaiy  Slak  "  May  Sih. 
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fair  opportunity  for  debate,  but  in- 
sist that  it  shall  close  at  a  definite 
and  not  too  distant  day  and  hour — 
has  become  a  part  ol'our  inu  lianicut- 
arv  law.  But  the  ri<,dit  of  a  minority 
to  seek  to  improve  what  it  deems  a 
vicioiiB  and  mistaken  measure — ^to 
soften,  if  it  may,  objectionable  fea- 
tarea  wbich  it  is  unable  wholly  to 
remove — ^is  still  sacred;  and  it  has 
accordingly  been  cstablishcil,  after 
mach  experience  of  the  evils  of  the 
opposite  rule,  that  even  a  vote  of  the 
House,  enforcing  the  I'revious  Ques- 
tion on  a  leluctant,  strug«rling  mi- 
nority, docs  not  cut  off  amendments 
which  may  liave  already  been  pro- 
posed, but  ouly  arrests  debate  and 
brings  the  House  to  vote  snooessively 
on  Hi  the  pnypositions  legitimately 
before  it,  including,  it  may  be,  the 
engrossment  of  the  bill.  But  Mr. 
Stephens,  when  the  hour  for  closing 
the  debate  in  Committee  had  arrived, 
moved  (/urt  thf  eti acting  claim'  of  the 
hi! I  he  stricken  out,  which  was  carried 
by  a  ])reconccrte<l  and  uncounter- 
acted  rally  of  the  unHinching  friends 
of  the  measure.  Of  oouise,  all  pend- 
ing  amendments  were  thus  disposed 
o^the  bill  being  reported  as  dead. 
Having  thus  got  the  bill  out  of 
Committee  and  before  the  House, 
Messrs.  Stephens  &  Co.  voted  not  to 
afpfce  to  tlie  report  of  th^  Comviittee 
of  the  Whole,^*  thus  brinixinp  the 
House  to  an  immediate  V(»te  on  the 
engrossment  of  the  bill.  Mr.  liich- 
ardson  now  moved  an  amendment 
in  the  nature  of  a  substitute  (being, 
in  effect,  the  Senate's  bill),  and 


"  Yeas  (for  agreeing)  07  ;  Nays  lit. 

w  YiBOiNiA. — John  S.  Millaon — 1.  Nobtb 
CABOltirA.— Richard  C.  Pmycar,  Son  H.  Bog- 
en— 2.  Ten'kesske. — Robert  M.  Bupg.  William 
Cullom,  Kmerson  Etheridpre.  Nathaniel  G.  Tay- 
ior — L    Louisiana. — ThecHloro  G.  Hunt — 1. 


theroupon  called  the  Frevious  Quea* 
tion,  which  was  seconded:  Yeas 
IIG ;  Nays  90 ;  when  his  amend- 
ment was  adopted — Yeas  115  ;  Nays 
i*5 ;  the  bill  ordered  to  bo  cntrrossed 
— Ye:is  112;  Nays*  i)9  ;  the  Previous 
Question  again  ordered  and  sus- 
tained; and  the  bill  finally  passed: 
Teas  118;  Nays  100.  Thus  the 
opponents  of  Ihe  measure  in  the 
Ilouse  were  precluded  from  pro- 
posing any  amendments  or  modiil* 
cations  whatever,  when  it  is  raorallj 
certain  that,  had  they  ])een  j>ermit- 
ted  to  do  Hi,  some  such  amendment 
as  Gov.  ('hii.-;e"'s  or  Mr.  Eugli:ih'8 
would  have  been  carried. 

The  Free  States  eontributed  44 
votes— all  cast  by  Democrats— to  the 
support  of  this  measure.  From  the 
Slave  Stotes,  19  Whigs  and  57  Dem- 
ocrats sustained  it.  Against  it  were 
91  members  from  Free  States,  of 
whom  44  were  chosen  as  Whiix-', 
three  as  '■'  Free  Soil"  proper,  and  44 
as  Democrat^i.  So  that  ]>recisely  as 
many  Democrats  from  Free  States 
voted  for  as  against  the  linal  jjassage 
of  the  Nebraska  bilL  Onlj  nine* 
members  from  SUvve  States  ofqposed 
it,  of  whom  but  two'*  had  been  re* 
garded  as  Donocrats;  and  of  these 
CoL  Benton  was  not  so  regarded 
thereafter.  Of  the  Wliigs  who  so 
voted,  bnt  two**  Were  returned  to  the 
next  House. 

The  bill  had  thus  jiaased  the  House 
in  form  as  an  oriirinal  measure  of 
that  body,  although  it  wjis  in  ^euce 
the  amended  Senate  InlL  Being 
senf  to  the  Senate  as  such,  an  at- 


MisiSOLai — Thomas  H.  Benton — 1.  Otubb 
SooTHKur  SrAiM.— None.  Total— 4. 

*>  MesHrs.  iaU0oo,  of  Tlrginla*  vA  Beaton, 

of  Mis»oiiri. 

"  XfcsTs.  Purvoar,  of  North  Carolina,  and 
EUicridgo,  of  Teuuesseo.      ■   "  Maj  24th. 
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tempt  to  amend  it  was  Totsd  down, 

and  tlie  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
by  35  Yeas  to  13  Nays.  It  was  im- 
mediately pjissed,  and,  being  ap- 
proved by  President  Pierce,  became 
a  law  of  tiie  land. 


The  straggle  which  ensued  for  the 
practical  pomoeoion  of  Kansas  was 
one  which  Congress  had  thus  clearly 
pnrroked  and  invited. 

Wlicn  tbe  bill  oiganizing  Kansas 
and  Nebraska  was  first  submitted  to 
Congress  in  1853,  all  that  portion  of 
Kaiii^as  wliicli  adjoins  the  State  of 
Missouri,  and,  in  fact,  nearly  all  the 
acces'-ible  ]>ortion  of  both  Territories, 
was  covered  by  Indian  reservations, 
on  which  bettlement  by  whites  was 
striotlj  forbidden.  The  only  excep- 
tion was  that  in  &vor  of  GbTenunent 
agents  and  raligioas  missionarieB ; 
and  these,  especially  the  former,  were 
nearly  all  Democrats  and  violent 
partisans  of  Slavery.  Among  the 
missionaries  located  directlv  on  the 
border  was  the  Rev.  Thomas  John- 
son, of  the  Methodist  Church  South, 
who  was  among  the  few  who  had 
already  introduced  and  then  held 
alavea  in  ihe  territory  which  is  now 
Kansas^  in  defiance  of  the  Missomi 
Bestrietion.  He  was  a  violent  poli- 
tician of  the  Missouri  border  pattern, 
and  in  due  time  became  President 
of  the  Council  in  the  first  Territorial 
L^slature  of  Kansas — elected  al- 
moet  wholly  by  non-resident  and 
fraudulent  votes.  Within  the  three 
mouths  immediately  preceding  the 
passage  of  the  Kansas  bill  aforesaid, 
treatifiB  were  qniedy  made  at  TTash* 
ington  with  tiie  Belawares^  Otoea, 
EickapooSy  Kaahwlriaii,  Shawnees, 
Sacs,  Foxm,  and  other  tribes,  where- 
by the  greater  part  of  the  soil  of 


Kansas  lying  witbin  otuB  or  two  hun- 
dred miles  of  the  Missouri  bordw 
was  suddenly  opened  to  White  ap- 
propriation and  settlement.  These 
simultaneous  purchases  of  Indian 
lands  by  the  (xovemment,  though 
little  was  known  of  them  elsewhere, 
were  thoroughly  understood  and  ajv 
preciated  by  the  Missourians  of  the 
Western  border,  who  had  for  some 
time  been  oiganizing  Blue  Lodges," 
Social  Bands," Sons  of  the  South," 
and  other  societies,  with  intent  to 
take  possession  of  Kansas  in  behalf 
of  Slavery.  They  were  well  a^^surcd, 
and  tlu-y  fully  believed,  that  \hv  ob- 
'  jec't  coutemplafed  and  desired,  in 
lifting,  by  the  terms  of  tlic  Kansas- 
Nebraska  bill,  the  interdict  of  Sla- 
very from  Kansas,  was  to  authorize 
and  fiunlitate  the  l^al  extension  of 
Slavery  into  that  region.  Within  a 
very  ibw  days  after  the  passage  of 
j  the  Kansas-Xebraska  act,  hundreds 
j  of  leading  Missonrians  crossed  into 
I  the  adjacent  Territory,  selected  each 
j  his  quarter-section  or  larger  area  of 
land,  put  some  sort  of  mark  on  it, 
and  then  united  with  his  fellow-ad- 
ventiurers  in  a  meeting  or  meetings 
intended  to  establish  a  sort  of  Mis- 
souri preemption  upon  all  this  re- 
gion. Among  the  resolves  passed 
at  one  of  these  meetings,  were  the 
following : 

''That  we  will  afford  protection  to  no 
ubolitionist  ss  a  settler  of  this  Territory. 

"•Tlittt  wo  recognize  tlio  institution  of 
Slavery  aa  already  existing  in  this  Territory, 
and  advise  slaveholders  to  introduce  their 
property  as  early  as  poesiblek" 

Liformation  being  reoerred,  Boon 
after  this,  that  associations  were  be- 
ing formed  in  the  Eaatem  States^ 

designed  to  facilitate  and  promote 
the  migration  of  citizens  of  those 
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States  to  Kansas,  with  intent  to 
make  her  a  Free  State,  a  vnolent 
and  ixeneral  indijjnation  of  the  bor- 
derers wiia  thereby  excited.  Anu»ng 
others,  a  meeting  wa^  h«^ld  at  West- 
port,  Mo.,  early  in  July,  1854,  which 
adopted  the  following : 

**  Jie*ohcdf  That  this  aiisociation  will, 
wbeii«T«r  MUad  npoD  bj  any  of  the  citi- 

jions  of  Kansas  Territory,  hold  itself  in 
reaUiuuiiS  togtitiicr  to  asAht  uiid  reuiovu 
amj  and  all  emigrants  who  go  there  under 
tho  nuspicee  of  the  Northern  Emigrant  Aid 

bocititiea. 

Bttohetf.  That  we  recoinnicnd  to  the 
citizens  of  othor  Counties,  particularly  those 
bordering  un  Kansas  Territory,  to  adopt 
regaUktUmi  similar  to  those  of  this  asso- 
ciation. ati'1  t<t  indicate  their  reudiness  to 
oooporatv  m  liiu  objeote  of  tiii^  tirst  reao- 
InlioiL'* 

Befbre  the  pasaage  of  these  re- 
solTee,  at  leeat  one  petaon,  who  had 
strayed  into  the  Tenitoiy  with  intent 
to  settle  there,  and  who  was  unable 
to  conWnce  tiie  "Border  Riiffian%" 
already  in  posaesaion,  that  he  was 
one  \vdth  them  in  faith  and  spirit, 
was  seized  by  them.  ])laced  in  a 
can»>e  without  oars,  tind  sent  float- 
ing down  the  Missouri. 

The  first  company,  about  thirty 
in  number,  of  Eastern  emigrants, 
under  the  audioes  of  the  New  Eng. 
land  Emigrant  Aid  Bodety,  reached 
Kansas  before  the  end  of  Jnlj,  and 
located  on  the  site  now  known  as 
Lawrt^nee.**  Two  weeks  later,  they 
were  joined  by  a  )*econ<l  and  larger 
company,  numbering  sixty  or  t^ev- 
enty.  While  these  were  still  living 
in  tents,  but  busily  emph)yed  in 
erecting  temporary  bouses,  they  were 
yisited  by  a  party  of  Missourians, 
one  hundred  strong,  who  were  re- 
inforced next  day  by  one  hundred 
and  fifty  mora,  who  pitched  their 
camp  just  across  a  ravine  from  the 


young  canvas  city,  and  sent  over 
formal  notification  that  "  the  Abo- 
litionist'* must  leave  the  Territory, 
never  more  to  return  to  it."  The 
settlers  must  liave  all  their  effects 
gathered  together  preparatory  to 
leave  by  ten  o'clock.  The  time  was 
afterwaid  extended  to  one  o'doek, 
with  abundant  professions  of  a  de* 
sire  to  prevent  the  eflFhsion  of  blood. 
The  Yankees,  meantime,  had  dganr 
ized  and  armed  as  a  militia  company, 
and  were  quietly  drilling  amid  their 
tents,  sending  civil  but  decided  an- 
swers to  the  repeated  messages  sent 
to  them.  Finally,  having  satisfied 
themselves  that  they  could  only  pre- 
vent bloodshed  by  letting  the  Yan- 
kees alone,  and  going  about  their 
own  business,  the  ruffians  broke  up 
their  camp  by  piecemeal  and  stole 
away,  at  evening  and  during  the 
ni^tf  back  to  their  dens  in  Mis- 
souri. 

President  Pierce  appointed  An- 
drew II,  Keeder,  of  Pennsylvania, 
Governor,  and  Daniel  Woodson,  of 
Arkansas,  Secretary  ot'  Kansas,  with 
judicial  offioen  of  whom  a  majority 
were  from  Slave  States— one  of  them 
taking  a  number  of  slaves  with  him 
into  the  Territory.  These  officers 
reached  Kansas,  and  established  a 
Territonal  Government  there,  in  the 
autumn  of  1854.  All  of  them  were, 
of  course,  Democrats;  but  Gov. 
Reeder's  soundness  on  the  vital  (pies- 
tion  was  eurly  suspected  at  the 
South.  27ie  Union  (Washington), 
President  Pierce's  immediate  organ, 
promptly  rebuked  these  suspicions, 
as  follows : 

"  A  gentieman  in  Vlfginla  esllt  oar  attea- 
tioii  to  the  fket  tliattiieenflBiee  ct  Prendent 


**  So  named  after  Amoa  A.  Lawieooa^  Treaanfar  of  the  Sodelj,- 
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Pierce  in  the  Soath  lay  particnlaf  >U'tM  upon 
his  appointuient  of  (iov.  Keeder  as  proof  of 
his  willinjjrnoss  to  luvor  Frec-Soilera,  and 
asks  US  whether,  at  th«  time  of  his  •ppoint- 
tncnt.  Gov.  Iice<ler  was  regarded  as  a  sound 
national  Deinorrat.  Jt  is  in  our  power  to 
answer  this  tjuestion  with  entire  confidence, 
nd  t*>  «.-iy  that,  down  to  the  time  that  Gov. 
RMdcr  w  ont  to  Kansas  to  a^^suniu  the  duties 
of  Oovwrnorof  tbm  Territory,  there  hail  not 
bfCin,  M  Ikr  as  we  have  ever  heard,  or  so  far 
m  tiM  PiPerident  ever  heard,  a  hroath  of  sus- 
picion 88  to  his  entertaining  Free-Soil  senti- 
ments, lie  was  appointed  under  the  strong- 
est as^ranoes  that  he  was  strictly  and  hon- 
estly a  national  man.  We  are  able  to  state, 
fhrth«r,  on  veij  reliable  authority,  that, 
ithitU  Oor.  Re«3er  was  In  "Washington,  at 
the  time  of  his  appointment,  /<?  concerted 
wth  Southern  gentlemen  on  ike  tulndct 
Stauerjft  and  astured  thorn  Aat  ho  had  no 
Wk9t$90tuph»  ill  7>u>/in(f  a$hire  than  a  horsr^ 
omd  ke  roffretUd  that  he  had  not  money  to 
fwrhaoo  a  nvmher  to  earry  vitk  him  to 
K-ni.'i'i.H.    "We  have  understood  that  he  re- 

eiatcd  tlie  same  sentiments  on  his  way  to 
ansaSb  We  will  repeat  what  we  have  had 
(K'casion  to  say  more  tlian  once  !iefore— that 
no  man  has  ever  been  appointed  by  Presi- 
dent Pleroe  to  office  who  was  not  at  the 
time  understood  by  him  to  be  a  faithful  ad- 
herent to  Uie  Baltimore  platfurui  of  1852, 
on  the  snl^eot  of  SHaimj.  If  any  appoint- 
ment was  made  contrary  to  this  rule,  it  was 
done  under  a  misapprehension  as  to  the  ap- 
pointment We  may  add  that  the  evidences 
of  Gov.  Kceder's  8oundne>«s  were  so  strong 
that  President  Pierce  was  blower  tb:ui  many 
others  to  beHeve  him  a  Free-Soiler  after  he 
had  gone  to  Kansas.  It  is.  therefore,  tlie 
grossest  injustice  to  refer  to  Gov.  Keeder's 
aroointment  as  proof  of  the  Prerident'is 
inmngneaa  to  flvror  Free^ilers." 

An  election  for  Del^ate  from 
XauiB  wm  hold  hmt  the  doee  of 
Kovember.  Them  wm  piobablj 
kn  iSbxa  two  thooaand  sditlt  white 
males  then  Tondent  in  the  Territory; 
yet  2,871  votes  were  cast,  whereof 
1,114  were  afterward  ascertained  to 
have  been  legal,  while  1,720  were 
cast  by  residentft  of  Missouri.  At 
one  poll,  known  as  "  110,"  G04  votes 
were  cast,  of  which  20  were  legal 
and   584  were  illegal.     John  W. 


Wliitfield,"  an  Indian  agent,  thA 
IGaBomi  candidate^  liad  597  of  them. 
He  TeoeiTed  9^  in  all,  to  570  for 

all  others.  David  R.  Atchiaon,  then 
a  U.  S.  Senator  from  Missouri,  in  a 
speech  in  Platte  Oonnty,  Mo,,  a  few 
weeks  before  the  dleetion,  aaid : 

"When  you  reside  within  one  day's  jour- 
ney of  the  Territory,  and  when  your  peace, 
your  quiet,  and  your  property,  depend  upon 

vour  aetion,  v<>u  ran.  wittioiit  anv  exertion. 

mm  *  1 

tend  five  hundred  of  your  young  men  who  will 
vote  in  fim»r  of  your  institiraoii*.  Shonid 
each  county  in  the  Pt.ite  of  Missouri  <inly  do 
its  duty,  the  question  will  be  decided  quietly 
and  peaceably  at  the  ba]1ot-b(a.  If  we  are 
defeated,  then  Missouri  and  the  other  South- 
ern States  will  have  shown  themselves  recre- 
ant to  their  interesta,  and  will  deserve  their 
fate." 

The  city  of  Atchison,  named  after 

this  di.->tingui8hed  Senator,  was  found- 
ed ^  al)out  thi.^  time  by  gentlemen  of 
his  faith,  who  established  The  Squat- 
ter Sovereujn  as  their  organ.  One  of 
its  early  issues  contained  the  follow- 
ing  significant  i)ar!igraph : 

"  We  can  tell  the  impertinent  scoundrels 
of  The  Trihuue  tliat  they  may  exhaust  an 
ocean  of  ink,  their  £migrant  Aid  Societies 
I  spend  their  millions  and  billions,  their  repre- 
sentatives in  Conpress  spout  their  heretical 
theories  till  doomsday,  and  bia  JExoeUenoy 
appoint  abolitioidiit  after  free-smler  as  onf 
(iovemor,  yet  wo  will  coiitiii  ie  td  I  wu  li  and 
htmg,  tar  and  feather  and  drown,  every 
whUa-livnred  aboUtioDiat  wlio  d«M  to  pol- 
lute our  eoU." 

Got.  Seeder,  in  the  early  numtlia 
of  ld55,  had  a  eensoa  of  tbe  Tetrito- 

ry  taken,  which  showed  a  total  pop- 
ulation of  8,501,  whereof  2,905  were 
voters  and  242  slaves.  He  thereupon 
ordered  an  election  for  a  first  Terri- 
torial Lt^gishiture  and  for  certain 
county  officers,  to  be  held  on  tho 
30th  of  March,  which  took  j»]ace  ac- 
cordingly. All  of  border.  Missouri 
was  on  hand ;  and  the  inyadm  had 


"  A  TcnncB^eesii;  last  beard  from  in  tbe 
Coofederate  army. 


On  th*'  Kansas  bank  of  the  Missouri^  some 
thirty  xmla^  above  Leavenworth. 
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been  so  nioely  apportioned  and  di- 
rected to  the  several  districts  and 
polls  that  they  elected  all  the  mem- 
ben*,  with  a  single  excoption,  in  either 
House — the  two  Free-Soilers  being 
chosen  from  a  remote  inland  district 
which  the  Misfiourians  liad  overlook- 
ed or  did  not  care  to  reach.  Al- 
though but  881  l^gal  electors  yoted) 
there  were  no  leas  than  6,820  yotes 
polled.    Even  at  Lawrence,  where 
there  were  but  369  voters  in  all,  and 
not  halt'  a  dozen  of  them  pro-Slavery, 
the  vote  returned  was — pro-Slavery, 
781 ;  Free  State,  253.  At  Marysville, 
"where  there  were  24  le^al  voters,  328 
vote^  were  returned,  all  pn)-Slavery. 
There  N\  as  no  disguise,  no  pretense 
of  legality,  no  regard  for  decency. 
On  the  evening  before  and  the  morn- 
ing of  the  day  of  election,  nearly  a 
thousand  lifissourians  arrived  at  Law- 
rence in  wap)ns  and  on  horseback, 
well  armed  with  rifles,  pistols,  and 
bowie-knive.-,  and  two  pieces  of  can- 
non loaded  with  musket  balls.  They 
had  tent;*,  music,  and  llai;s,  and  en- 
camped in  a  ravine  near  the  town. 
They  held  a  meeting  the  night  before 
the  election  at  the  tent  of  Claiborne 
F.  Jackson.''   Finding  that  they  had 
more  men  than  were  needed  to  carry 
the  Lawrence  district,  they  dispatch- 
ed companies  of  one  to  two  Imndred 
each  to  two  other  districts.  Meeting 
one  of  the  judges  of  election  before 
the  poll  opened,  they  (piestioned  liini 
as  to  his  intended  cour.-.e,  and,  learn- 
ing that  he  should  insist  on  the  oath 
of  residence,  they  iirst  attempted  to 
bribe  and  then  threatened  to  hang 
him.  In  consequence  of  this  threat, 
he  fidled  to  i^ipear  at  the  poll,  and 
a  HisBOTinan  was  iqppointed  in  his 
Stead.  One  of  the  remaining  judges, 


refusing  to  receive  IGsBOVri  votes, 
resigned  under  duress,  and  was  re> 

placed  by  another  who  made  no  ob- 
jection. One  Miesourian  voted  for 
himself  and  tlien  for  his  son,  ten  or 
eleven  years  old.  Three  of  those 
they  thus  elected  to  the  Legislature 
were  residents  of  Missouri  at  the 
timet.  These  details  mi^t  be  con- 
tinned  indefinitely,  but  it  is  needkes. 
The  Miasourians  voted  at  other  polls 
with  less  circumspection,  easily  driv- 
ing off  all  who  objected  to  thdr  pro* 
ceediugs,  and  then  doing  as  they 
chose.  The  W<Hi<yn  Rep<^rier  (Mis- 
souri), of  the  day  before,  had  said  : 

"  Our  minds  .ire  alreudy  made  up  as  to 
the  result  of  the  electiun  in  Kansas  to-mor- 
row.  The  pro-Slavery  party  will  bft  trium- 

pliiint.  wo  presunic.  in  nearly  every  precinct. 
Should  tiio  pro- Slavery  party  fail  in  this 
OOBtest,  it  will  nut  bo  because  Missiiaii 
has  failed  to  do  her  duty  to  assist  her 
friends.  It  is  a  Kite  cuiculution  that  two 
thousand  squatters  have  passed  over  into 
the  proniise<l  land  from  this  part  of  the 
8tate  within  fuur  days.'* 

Tite  PUitte  Argus  (Missouri),  in  its 

next  issue,  said : 

"  It  is  to  l)e  admitted  that  they — the  Mis- 
Bourians  —  have  conquered  Kansas.  Our 
advice  is,  let  them  hoid  it,  or  die  in  the 
attempt." 

A  week  or  two  thereailer,  rumors 
were  in  circulation  that  the  (Gover- 
nor did  not  indorse,  in  all  respects, 
the  legality  of  this  election;  where- 
upon Tkt  BfUM/meker  (Missonxi) 
said: 

"  "\V  Ir  irn,  jnst  as  wo  go  to  press,  that 
Hecdcr  has  refosed  to  give  oertifioatee  to 
four  of  the  Councilraen  and  thirteen  mem- 
bers of  the  Uonsc  1  lie  lias  ordered  an  elec- 
tion to  fill  their  places  on  tlte  22d  of  May. 

This  hifemal  sooundral  wffl  hate  to  be 
hemped  yet." 

The  ParkmUe  Luminary y  issued 
in  Platte  County,  Missouri,  was  the 
only  journal  on  that  side  of  the  bor. 


"DeaoamttoOomororKiiniai,  elealedinlSSOi  died  e  BeM  xeAigee  ^ 
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der  that  dared  and  chose  to  speak  a 
■word  for  tlie  Free-State  settlers  of 
Kansas,  maintaining  their  rights  un- 
der the  orjranic  law.  Thoupjh  jprnard- 
udand  cureiul  in  iis  language,  it  could 
not  escape  the  discipline  meted  out  in 
that  region  to  all  who  &Tored  Abo- 
litknu"  OntheUthof  April,  1855, 
its  office  and  materials  were  destroy- 
ed by  a  mob,  and  its  editor  oonstram- 
ed  tr»  llee  for  Ills  life. 

William  Phillips,  a  Free-State  law- 
yer of  Leavenworth,  saw  fit  to  sign 
the  protest  against  the  wholesale 
frauds  whorehy  the  election  at  that 
place  wa.s  carried.  A  few  days  there- 
after, he  was  seized  by  a  crowd  of 
Hisfiouri  ruffians,  taken  by  force  to 
WeBton,  Mo.,  eight  miles  distant, 
and  there  tanod  and  feathered,  rid- 
den on  a  rail;  and  finally  sold  at  aao- 
tion  to  a  negro,  who  was  oompdled 
to  purchase  him. 

Gov.  Reeder  did  set  aside  the  elec- 
tion in  tlic  only  six  districts  from 
wliich  ])rotosts  were  seasonal)ly  for- 
warded to  him,  witli  distinct  proof  of  | 
fimids;  whereupon,  new  elections  • 
were  held  in  those  districts,  aiid  all 
of  them  bnt  Leavenworth  were  car- 
ried IVee43oiL  Leavenworth,  being 
directlj  on  the.  Miasonri  border,  was 
csxried  prohSIaTery  hj  frand  and  tIo- 
lence,  as  usual  The  Free-State  men 
elected  at  this  second  election  were  j 
refused  seats  by  the  pro -Slaver}' 
majority,  and  the  pro -Slavery  men 
chosen  on  tlie  regular  day  of  election 
duly  installed  in  their  j)laces. 

The  I...egi.slaturc  was  called  to  meet 
at  Pawnee  City  on  the  Kansas  river, 
nearly  a  hundred  miles  west  from 
the  border.  It  was  immediately  ad- 
joonied,  over  the  Govemor'B  veto,  to 
Shawnee  Mission,  directlj  on  the  line 
of  Missoori.    It  proceeded  to  pass 


one  act  whereby  the  kws  of  Mifeou 
ri  generally  were  adoptod  and  de- 
clared laws  of  Kansas,  and  other 
acts  specially  upholding  and  fortifv 
ing  Slavery,  whereof  the  foUowiii|J 
are  but  specimens : 

*'S«c.  1.  ife  it  enneted  ht/  the  Gorfrnr^r 
and  Leyitlatite  As»embly  of  Katum^  Thut 
every  person,  bond  or  free,  who  shall  be 
convicted  of  raising  a  rebellion  or  irisnrrec- 
tion  of  Blaves,  free  ne^oes,  or  mulattoos,  ia 
this  Territory,  shall  sutter  death. 

"bEO.  2.  Kvory  free  person,  who  shall  aid 
or  assist  in  any  rebellion  or  insarrection  of 
I  slaves,  free  nej^rws.  or  mulattoes,  or  shall  far- 
nish  ani^s,  or  do  any  other  act  in  further- 
ance of  Bttoh  rebdli<m  or  insnrrection,  shall 
snifer  death. 

"Sko.  3.  If  any  free  person  shall,  by 
speaking,  writing,  or  printing,  advise,  per- 
suade, or  induce,  any  slaves  to  rebel,  conspire 
against,  or  marder,  any  citizen  of  the  Terri- 
tory, or  shall  bring  into,  print,  write,  pnb- 
lish,  or  circnlnte,  or  cause  to  be  broiipht  into, 
written,  printed,  published,  or  circulated,  or 
shall,  knowingly,  aid  or  aariat  hi  the  hAof^ 
\ny;  into,  i)rinting,  writing?,  pnblishiri}?,  or 
circulating,  in  the  Territory,  any  book,  paper, 
magazine,  pamphlet,  or  einndar,  tor  the 
purpose  of  inciting  insurrection,  rebellion, 
revolt,  or  conspiracy,  on  the  part  of  the 
slaves,  free  negroes,  or  mulattoes,  against 
the  citizens  of  the  Territory,  or  any  pert 
of  them,  such  person  ^liall  sutler  <lcath. 

"Sbc.  4.  If  any  person  shall  entire,  deeoy, 
or  carry  away,  out  of  tiiis  Territory,  any 
slave  belonging  to  another,  with  the  in- 
tent to  deprive  the  owner  thereof  of  the 
services  of  sucli  slave,  he  shall  ho  a^ljuflgcd 
guilty  of  grand  larceny,  and,  on  convictioa 
tliereof,  shall  suffer  death,  or  bo  imprisoned 
at  liard  labor  for  not  less  than  ten  years. 

"Bkc.  6.  If  any  person  shall  aid  or  assist 
in  onticiii;:.  decoying,  or  persuading,  or  car- 
rying away,  or  sending  out  of  this  Territory, 
any  slave  belonging  to  another,  with  the  in- 
tent to  procure  or  effect  the  freedom  of  such 
slave,  or  deprive  the  owners  thereof  of  the 
serrieea  of  aach  atave,  he  shall  be  adjudged 
guilty  of  grand  larceny,  ami,  un  conviction 
thereof,  shall  anffiMT  death,  or  be  impriaoned 
at  hard  labor  for  not  less  than  ten  years. 

*'8bc.  12.  If  any  free  i)erson,  by  speaking 
or  writing,  shall  a^tsert  or  maintain  tlutt  per- 
sons have  not  the  right  to  hold  slavee  ia 
tliis  Territory,  or  shall  introduce  into  tliia 
Territory,  print,  publish,  write,  circulate^ 
or  caaae  to  be  iatrodneed  into  the  Ter- 
ritory, or  written,  printed,  published,  and 
circulated  in  this  Territory,  any  book,  pa- 
per, magaafiiei  pamphlet  or  diealar,  oon- 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


240 


THl  AMBEIOAH  OOVfllOT. 


tainini;  any  denial  of  the  right  of  persons  ] 
to  hold  slnVM  in  thb  Territory,  snch  person 
shftll  be  deemed  guilty  of  ./'  /"/ly,  and  pun- 
isiieil  by  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  for  a 
term  of  not  lesH  than  two  years. 

"Seo.  13.  No  person  who  is  conacienti- 
oad/  oppoMd  to  holding  alavea,  or  who  doe« 
not  adtnit  the  right  to  hold  shnres  to  this 
Territory,  shall  sit  as  a  juror  <>n  the  trial  of 
my  pruflooatioii  for  aujr  violation  of  any  uf 
the  seotiona  of  this  aet** 

Another  act  uf  this  reiaarkublc 
L^ielatare,  entitled  An  act  to 
ponkh  persons  decoying  davoB  from 
their  masteni"  has  this  unique  pro- 
vision: 

**  Sk,  8.  If  aay  person  shall  entioe,  deooy, 

or  carry  away,  otit  of  any  Stat©  or  other 
Territory  of  tlie  United  States,  any  slave 
belonging  to  another,  with  intent  to  pro- 
cure or  cifect  tlie  freod(jtn  of  such  slave,  or 
to  deprive  tlio  owner  thereof  of  the  services 
of  siii!h  slave,  and  sliall  brinfr  sucli  >l:iv.< 
into  thi'^  'rtTritory.  he  shall  bo  ndjiidtred 
guilty  of  grand  larceny,  ia  tlio  same  niaii- 
ner  as  if  aach  slave  had  been  enticed,  de- 
OOyed,  or  cnrrii'd  away,  out  of  this  Terri- 
tory ;  and  in  sucti  vdSQ  tiio  larceny  may  be 
obu'ged  to  have  been  committed  in  any 
connty  of  this  Territory,  into  or  through 
which  such  nlave  s^iiall  have  been  brought 
by  anch  person,  and,  on  conviction  thereof, 
the  pmon  offending  shall  aufGar  death." 

This  Legidatnre,  whose  acts  were 
Bysteniaticallj  vetoed  I  y  Gov.  Boed- 
er. ^  i  t  |)assed  over  his  liead,  memori- 
alizi'd  the  President  for  ]ii3  removal, 
\vl licit  was,  in  due  time,  effected. 
AVilson  Shannon,'*  of  Oiiio,  was  ap- 
pointed in  his  >-te:id.  On  liis  way  to 
Kansas,  he  stopped  at  We.stjiort,  Mo., 
the  headquarters  of  border  rnffian- 
ism,  and  made  a  speech  to  those 
who  crowded  abont  him.  In  that 
speech,  he  declared  that  he  consid- 
^!8d  the  Legislatiire  which  had  re- 
cently Mljoiurned  to  Shawnee  Mis- 
sion a  legal  a  -embly,  and  regarded 
its  laws  as  bindinfx  on  tlie  autliorities 
and  on  everv  citizen  of  the  Terri- 
tory.  He  added ; 


*'To  one  sotyeot,  howerer,  he  would  al* 
lade— Slavery.   His  official  lifb  and  eharao- 

tcr  were  imt  unknown  to  a  portion,  at  leasti 
of  the  citizens  of  Kansas.  He  had  no  in- 
tention of  changing  his  political  frith.  He 
thought,  with  rofercncc  to  Slaverr,  th:it,  as 
Miaaoori  and  Kansas  were  a4joining  States, 
— as  nraoh  of  that  immenee  trade  up  the 
Missonri,  wliirh  wns  .•dnady  rivaling.'  tlie 
commeroe  between  the  United  States  and 
■one  foreign  oonntriea,  niiiat  neeoBoarily  lead 
to  a  great  trade  and  perpetnal  intercourse 
between  theui, — it  would  be  well  if  their 
institntiong  ahonld  harmonke;  otherwise, 
there  would  be  continual  quarrels  and  bor- 
der leud».  lie  teu9  for  Slacerv  in  Kama* 
(loud  cheers)." 

The  actual  !>ettlers  of  Kansas  were 
little  disposed  to  sobmit  to  llie  impii- 
dent  and  hostile  usurpation  which 
had  seized  their  baUot^bozes  and  im- 
potted  on  them  a  fraudnlent  Legisla- 
ture.  Tliey  held  a  nuiss  conventioa 
at  Big  Springs  on  the  5th  of  Septem- 
Iwr,  wherein  they  repudiated  tlie  laws 
an<l  officers  innxtsed  on  Kansas  l»v  the 
B<->r(ler-Iinrtian  election  and  Letxisla- 
ture,  and  refused  to  submit  to  them. 
They  further  resolved  not  to  vote  at 
the  election  for  a  Delegate  to  Con- 
gressy  which  the  bogus  Legislature 
had  appointed  to  be  held  on  the  Ist 
of  October.  They  called  a  Delegate 
Convention  to  be  held  at  Topeka  on, 
the  19th  of  that  month,  whereat  an 
Exeeiitive  Committee  for  TTatisas  Ter- 
ritory was  appointed,  and  an  election 
for  Delegate  to  C'ongre>s  apjiointed  for 
the  second  Tiiesdav  in  October.  Gov. 
lieedcr  was  nominated  for  Delegate. 
So,  two  rival  cdeotioDB  for  Delegate 
were  held  on  different  days,  at  one  of 
which  Whitfield  ($tq^Ik7&cj\  and 
at  the  other  Boeder  (Free-Soil),  was 
chosen  Delegate  to  Congress.  And, 
on  the  23d  of  October,  a  Constitu- 
tional Convention,  chosen  by  the  set- 
tiers  under  the  Free  State  organiza- 
tion aforesaid,  assembled  at  Topeka, 
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and  fonned  a  Free-State  Constitu- 
tion, under  \\'liicli  they  asked  admia- 
asm  into  the  Umaa  as  a  State. 

The  XXXIYth  Congress  assem- 
bled at  AV^ashington,  December  3d, 
1855,  no  party  haWng  a  majority  in 
the  House.  Sereral  weeks  were 
ooQsiuiied  in  fhdtleflB  bellotiiigB  far 
Speaker,  until,  iinally,  a  majority 
▼oted— Teas  118,  NajB  104— that  a 
plnralitjr  should  suffice  to  elect  after 
three  more  ballots.  Under  this  rule, 
Nathaniel  P.  Banks,  Jr.,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, received  103  votes  to  100 
for  "William  Aiken,  of  Soutli  Caroli- 
na, and  11  scattering.  It  was  there- 
upon resolved — Yeas  155.  Xays  40 — 
that  Mr.  Banks  had  been  duly  elected 
Speaker.  The  House,  on  Uie  19th 
of  JCiieh,  lesolved — ^Yeas  101,  Nays 
9Z-^to  said  a  Bpedal  Committee  to 
Kansas,  to  inquire  into  the  anarchy 
by  this  time  prevailing  there.  That 
Committee  was  composed  of  Messrs. 
William  A.  Howard,  of  Michigan, 
John  Sherman,  of  Ohio,  and  Morde- 
cai  Oliver,  of  Missouri,  who  immedi- 
ately proceeded  to  Kansas,  and  there 
spent  several  weeks  in  taking  testi- 
mony ;  which  the  majority,  on  their 
return  to  Washington,  sonmied  up  in 
an  able  and  seazdiing  Keport  Their 
eondnsions  were  as  ftUows: 

**F6ni:  That  each  aleotion  in  the  Terri- 
tory, held  under  the  orpanie  or  allcprcd  Ter- 
ritoriid  law,  has  been  carried  by  organized 
inyaaiona  from  the  State  of  Missouri,  by 
whicJi  the  people  of  the  Territory  have  been 
prevented  trom  ozorcitiing  the  rights  secured 
to  them  hj  the  organic  law. 

SfCfmH :  That  the  allotred  Territorial 
Lefrislature  was  on  illegally  constituted  body, 
and  had  no  power  to  pass  valid  laws ;  and 
their  enactments  are,  therefore,  null  and  void. 

"  Third :  That  these  alleged  laws  have 
Bot,  aa  a  fOMnl  tiling,  been  naad  to  pro- 
tect persons  and  property  and  to  pmniah 
wrong,  but  for  unlawful  purposes. 

"'Fourth:  Hut tlis slMtloii  ottdirwliieh 
10 


I  the  eittinp  delegate.  John  TT.  "NVhitfield, 
holds  Jii.s  seat,  was  not  held  in  pnrsaauoe  of 
any  valid  law,  and  that  it  ahonM  ba  ngardad 
only  as  the  expression  of  tho  choice  of  tllOIS 
resident  citizens  who  voted  for  him. 

"  That  the  aleotion  under  whloh 
the  contesting  delegate,  Andrew  H.  Rccdc  r, 
claims  his  seat,  was  not  held  in  pnrsoance  of 
law,  and  that  it  should  be  regarded  <mlj  aa 
the  oxpres.sion  of  tlic  choice  cn  the  resident 
citizens  who  voted  for  him. 

^Suetk:  That  Andrew  H.  Reeder  received 
a  greater  nnniher  of  votes  of  resident  citizoni 
than  John  W.  Whittield.  for  Delegate. 

^'Seventh:  That,  in  the  present OQMDditioii 
of  the  Territory,  a  fair  election  cannot  be 
held  without  a  new  census,  a  stringent  and 
well-guarded  election  law,  1^  selection  of 
impartial  judges,  and  tlie  presence  of  United 
States  troops  at  every  place  of  election. 

"  Eighth :  That  the  variona  elections  held 
by  the  people  of  the  Territory  preliminary  to 
the  fonnation  of  the  St^to  Ooverntuent,  have 
been  as  regnlar  as  the  disturbed  condition  of 
the  Territory  would  allow ;  and  tliat  the  Con- 
stitution framed  by  the  Convention,  hold  in 
pursuance  of  ^aid  elections,  embodies  the 
will  of  A  nu^ority  of  the  people." 

Whitfield  held  bu  seat,  notwith- 
standing, to  the  end  of  the  Ooogresi^ 
despite  strenuoas  efforts   by  the 

RepubHcan  numbers  to  oust  bim; 
and  a  bill  admitting  Kansas  as  a 
State  under  lier  Free  Constitution 
was  fii-st  defeated  in  tbe  House  by 
i  lOG  Yeas  to  107  Nays,  but  afterward 
reconsidered  and  passed  by  99  Yeas 
to  97  Nays.  In  the  Senate,  which: 
was  strongly  prO'SlaTexy,  it  was- 
promptly  de&ated. 

Meantime,  the  settled  antagonism 
in  Kansas  between  tbe  Federal  an- 
thorities  and  the  Territorial  fonction- 
aries  and  enactments  rec<^ized  and 
uplield  by  them  on  the  one  side,  and 
the  great  ma^s  of  her  people  on  tbe 
other,  had  resulted  in  great  practical 
disorders.  On  the  2l8t  of  Novem- 
ber, 1855,  William  Dow,  a  Free- 
State  settler  on  tbe  Banta  F6  road, 
near  IBckoiy  Point,  was  shot  dead, 
in  open  day  one  Ooleman,  a  pro- 
SlftTaiy  ns^bor,  in  plain  sight  cC 
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several  persons.  Dow  was  unarmed, 
and  was  set  upon  hy  duree  armed 

pro-Slavery  men,  who  had  no  cause 
of  quarrel  with  him  but  their  differ- 
ence in  politics,  although  tliey  made 
a  pretense  of  claiming  t1ie  land  on 
which  he  had  settled.  The  murderer 
fled  to  Mis*^ouri,  but  immediately  re- 
turned to  Shawnee  Mission,  and  sur- 
rendered himself  to  Qov.  Shannon, 
but  was  allowed  to  go  at  laige.  The 
body  of  the  murdered  man  lay  in 
the  road  from  noon  till  evening, 
when  Jacob  BranBon,  the  Free-State 
Bottler  with  whom  he  boarded,  hear- 
ing of  his  death,  went  after  and  re- 
covered it.  Five  days  tliereafter,  a 
meeting  of  Free-State  men  was  held 
at  Hickory  Point,  at  whicli  tlie  mur- 
der and  its  authors  were  furciblv 
denounced,  and  a  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  bring  the  muidererB  to 
'joBtioe.  Tfaia  meeting  was  made  the 
pretext  for  bringing  on  a  collision 
between  the  people  and  the  authori- 
ties. Branson  was  soon  after  arrest- 
ed on  an  affidavit  of  one  of  the  three 
armed  men  who  had  compassed  the 
dcatli  i»f  Dow,  who  SM'ore  that  he  was 
in  fear  of  hiti  life.  The  arrest  was 
made  by  a  party  headed  by  Samuel 
J.  Jones,  postmaster  at  Westport, 
ICo.,  and  one  of  the  foremost  in 
the  conspiracy  by  which  Kansas  had 
been  so  far  subjugated  to  "  Border- 
Buffian"  rule  through  tho  wh<de8ale 
corTupti<Hl  of  her  ballot-boxes.  For 
his  zeal  and  efficiency  in  this  work, 
the  fraudulent  Legislature  at  Shaw- 
nee Mission  had  made  him  sheriif  of 
Douglas  County,  wherein  are  Law- 
rence and  Hickory  Point.  Of  course, 
the  '^Free^State**  settlers,  constitut- 
ing a  lai^  majority  of  the  people  of 
*that  important  county,  scouted  his 
-assmnption  of  official  authority,  re- 


garding him  as  a  deadly  and  danger- 
ous toe.  Bis  po98e  was  made  up  of 

pro-Slavery  men,  including  two  of 
those  w  ho  had  witnessed  and  abetted 
the  murder  of  Dow,  though  Coleman 
— however  active  in  raising,  fittinii^ 
out,  and  arming  tlie  ])arty — had  been 
persuaded  not  to  accom]»any  it. 
Branson  was  found  by  them  asleep 
in  his  bed,  and  taken  out  by.  Jones, 
who  professed  his  intent  to  take  him 
to  Lawrence  for  examination.  Whe- 
ther he  did  or  did  not  entertain  that 
purpose,  he  lingered  and  drank  by 
the  way,  so  that  a  party  of  tlie  nei|^ 
boring  Free-State  settlers,  fifteen  in 
number,  Avas  hastily  collected,  by 
which  Jones  and  his  party  were  in- 
tcr<'e]itcd  near  Blanton's  Bridge  over 
the  Wakarusii,  and  Branson  rescued 
fi^m  Joneses  custody.  There  was  no 
actual  collision — not  even  a  gim 
snapped— but  the  Free-State  men 
formed  across  the  road  in  a  bri^t 
moonlight  evening,  and  called  Bran- 
son  to  come  over  to  them,  which  he 
did,  notwithstaiuling  free  threats  of 
shooting  on  the  pjart  of  Jones  and 
his  followers,  answered  hy  a  cocking 
of  Shar])e''s  rifles  and  revolvers  on 
the  other  side,  Jones,  who  had  been 
speaking  daggers  up  to  this  time, 
wisely  concluded  to  use  none,  though 
his  party  was  well  armed,  and  decid- 
edly the  more  numerous.  Branson 
and  his  Tescuers  moved  off  toward 
Lawrence,  the  citadel  of  Free-State 
principles,  whicli  the  discomfited  slier- 
iff  protested  he  wouhl  soon  visit  at 
the  head  of  five  thousand  men,  and 
"  wipe  out."  He  accordingly  called 
on  Gov.  Shannon  to  order  out  three 
thousand  militia,  to  enable  him  to 
« execute  the  laws,"  and  sent  to 
President  Pierce  an  affidavit  that  he 
had  been  resisted  by  forty  abolition- 
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IstB."   The  call  was  promptlj  made 

by  proclamation  from  the  governor, 
and  the  whole  Missouri  border  came 
over  to  execute  vengeance  on  Law- 
rence and  the  Free-State  men.  This 
army  encamped  at  Franklin,  a  pro- 
Slavery  settlement,  a  few  miles  jfrom 
Lawrence,  and  there  remained  seve- 
nl  days,  daring  which  Thomas  W. 
Barber,  a  Free^tote  man,  retuming' 
frnn  Lawrence  to  his  h<nne,  seven 
miles  off,  was  shot  dead  by  some  of 
them,  bnt  no  other  seriouB  damage 
done.  Finally,  articles  of  negotiation 
and  adjustment  wore  agreed  up- 
on between  Gov.  Shannon  and  tlie 
Free-State  leaders,  in  Lawrence, 
•which  suspended  the  feud  for  the 
present.  The  MissonrianB  dispersed, 
and  the  tronbledland  once  more  had 
peace. 

In  the  Spring  o^  1856,  the  pro- 
Slaveory  party  on  the  Kansas  border 
were  reenforced  by  Col.  Buford,  Jfrom 
Alabama,  at  the  head  of  a  rcrriraent 
of  wild  young  men,  mainly  recruited 
in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 
Thev  came  in  militarv  arrav,  armed, 
and  with  the  avowed  purpose  of 
making  Kansas  a  Slave  State  at  all 
haaards.  On  one  of  their  raids  into 
Kansas,  a  party  of  Bnford's  men, 
who  were  South  Oarolinians,  took  a 
Mr.  MiUer  prisoner,  and,  finding 
that  he  was  a  Free- State  man,  and  a 
native  of  South  Carolina,  they  grave- 
ly tried  him  for  treason  \o  his  native 
State  !  He  was  found  guilty,  and 
escaped  with  his  life  only,  losing  his 
horse  and  money. 

Kansas  now  swarmed  with  the 
minions  of  the  Slave  Power,  intent 
on  her  snbjngation;  their  pretext 
being  the  oiforoement  of  the  laws 
passed  by  tibe  fraodnlent  Legislature. 

On  the  morning  of  the  21st  of 


May,  1856,  LawTence  was  snrronnded 
and  sniprised  by  various  parties  of 
enemies,  part  of  them  under  Gen. 
Atchison,  who,  with  the  "  Platte 
County  Hifles,"  and  two  pieces  of 
artillery,  approached  from  Lecomp- 
ton  on  the  west,  while  another  force, 
composed  in  good  port  of  the  volun- 
teers fix>m  &e  Atlantic  Southern 
States,  under  Col.  Buford,  bdeaguer* 
ed  it  on  the  east  Thej  brutled  willi 
weapons  from  the  United  States  Ar- 
mory, then  in  diaige  of  the  Federal 
officers  in  Kansas.  Nearh'  all  the 
pro-Slavery  leaders  then  in  Kansas, 
or  hovering  along  the  Misj^ouri  bor- 
der, were  on  hand ;  among  them. 
Col.  Titus,  from  Florida,  Col.  Wilkes, 
from  South  Carolina,  Gen.  String- 
feUow,  a  Yiiginian,  CoL  Boone, 
hailing  from  Westport,  and  many 
others  of  local  and  temporary  fame. 
The  entire  force  was  about  800 
strong,  having  possession  of  Mount 
Oread,  a  hill  which  commanded  the 
town.  The  pretext  for  this  raid  was 
a  de.-ire  t(»  serve  legal  processes  in 
Kansas,  although  deputy  marshal 
Fain,  who  held  a  part  of  those  pro- 
cesses, had  been  in  Lawrence  the 
evening  before,  and  served  two  writs 
without  a  sign  of  resistance,  as  on 
several  previous  occasions.  He  now 
rode  into  the  town  wnth  ten  men, 
and  arrested  two  leading  Free-State 
citizen!*,  no  one  making  objection. 
Meantime,  the  j}omr,  so  called,  were 
busy  in  the  suburbs,  breaking  open 
houses  and  robbing  their  inmates. 
Fain  remained  in  town  until  after- 
noon, eating  dinnor  with  his  party  at 
the  principal  hotel,  but  ne^^sting  to 
pay  for  it;  then  retmned  to  the 
camp  on  the  hill,  and  was  succeeded 
by  "  Sheriff  Jones"  of  that  county, 
whose  authority,  being  derived  from 
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the  sham  Legislature,  the  people  did  j 
not  recognize.  Jones  rode  into 
town  at  the  head  f)f  twenty  men,  at 
three  P.  M.,  and  demanded  that  all 
the  arms  should  be  given  up  to  him, 
on  pain  of  a  bombardment.  The 
people,  unprepared  to  xeeist,  coneent- 
ed  to  Bnrrender  their  artillery,  eon* 
■isting  of  a  tweWe-ponnd  howitzer, 
■  and  torn  emooth-bore  pieces,  carnr-ing 
eaeh  a  ponnd  baU.  All  these  had 
been  buried  Bome  days  before,  bnt 
were  now  dug  up  and  made  over  to 
Jones.  A  few  muskets  were  like- 
wise surrendered  by  tlieir  owners. 
The  pro-Sluvery  army  now  marched 
down  the  hill,  and  entered  the  Bonth 
end  of  the  town,  where  Atchiaoa 
made  a  speeeh  to  them,  deelariiig 
that  the  Free^State  Hotel  and  the 
two  Free-State  printing-offices  must 
be  destroyed.  "Sheriff  Jones"  de- 
clared that  he  had  an  order  to  that 
effect  from  Judge  Lccfunpte,  of  the 
Federal  Court.  The  wliole  force  ac- 
cordingly marched  into  the  heart  of 
the  town,  destroyed  the  printing-ofli- 
ces,  and  fired  some  fifty  ronnds  from 
their  cannon  at  Ihe  Free-State  Hotel, 
whidi,  helng  solidly  built  of  atone, 
Was  not  mooh  damaged  thereby. 
Four  kegs  of  gnn -powder  were  then 
placed  in  it  and  fired,  but  only  two 
of  them  exploded,  making  little  im- 
pression. Fire  was  now  applied  to 
the  building,  and  it  was  burnt  to  the 
bare  and  blackened  walls.  The 
dwelling  of  Gov.  Kobinson"  was 
next  set  on  fire,  and,  though  the 
flames  were  twioe  extinguished,  it 
was  finallj  eonsomed.  The  total  loss 
to  the  citizens  of  Lawrence  by  that 
day's  robbery  and  arson  was  estimate 

*  Elected  Qovarnor  under  the  embrjro  organi- 
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ed  at  $160,000.  None  of  them  were 
killed  or  wounded ;  but  one  of  tho 
ruffians  shot  himself  badly,  and 
another  was  killed  by  a  brick  or 
stone,  knocked  by  one  of  their  can- 
non from  the  up^r  story  of  the 
Free43tate  Hotel. 

8ach  were  the  beginnings  of  iSb» 
so-called  "  Kansas  War,"  a  desnhory, 
wastefnl,  bnt  not  very  bloody  con- 
flict, which  continued,  with  alterna- 
tions of  activity  and  quiet,  through- 
out the  next  year.  One  of  its  most 
noted  incidents  is  known  as  the 
"  ])attle  of  Black  Jack,"  wherein  2S 
Free-State  men,  led  by  old  John 
Brown,  of  Osawatomie,  fought  and 
defeated,  on  the  open  prairie,  66 
^  border  roffians,"  headed  by  Gapt. 
H.  Clay  Pate,  from  Yirginia,  who 
professed  to  be  an  officer  under  Mar- 
shal Donaldson.  It  terminated  in 
the  surrender  of  Fate  and  all  that 
remained  of  his  band,  twenty-one 
men,  beside  the  wounded,  with 
twenty-three  horses  and  mules,  wag- 
ons, provisions,  camp-equipage,  and 
a  considerable  quantity  of  plunder, 
obtained  jnst  befinre  by  sacking* 
little  IVee-State  sett]«ment,known  as 
Palmyra. 

The  Ivcgislature  chosen  nnderthe 
Free-State  Constitution  was  sum- 
moned to  meet  at  Topeka  on  the  4th 
of  July,  1850,  and  its  members  as- 
sembled aecordinfrly,  but  were  not 
allowed  to  organize.  Col.  Sumner," 
with  a  force  of  regulars,  dispersing 
them  by  order  of  President  Pierce. 

The  Tillage  of  Osawatomie,  in  the 
sonthem  part  of  the  Territory,  was 
sacked  and  burned  on  the  5^  of 
June  by  a  pro-Slaveiy  force,  headed 

Since  known  m  l£^}.-0«n.  BdwiB  V.  8iiin< 
Dor :  fought  bnmlj  in  several  battles  of  the 
War:  ^tiBrtmm,2i.Y^9tajial9n. 
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Ii^  OeiL  wliitfiGid.  Sot  few  of  ilM 
male  cidEeiiiB  were  at  home,  tnd 
there  was  no  riaastanoe. 

Leavenworth,  being  directly  on 
the  bordor,  and  easily  accessible  from 
a  popvloDB  porti(»  of  Miasouri,  was 
p?pe(!ially  exposed  to  ontrages.  It 
wad  long  under  the  control  of  the 
pro-Slavery  party,  being  a  military 
post,  and  a  ]u>int  whence  overland 
trains  and  mails  were  dispatched, 
and  at  whioh  a  vast  Fsderal  patron- 
age was  oonoentrated.  The  office  of 
J%8TerrUoMB6gider  (Frae^tate) 
was  destroyed  by  a  Hlnouri  band, 
December  90, 1865.  Many  collisions 
and  murders  occurred  here,  and  in 
the  vicinitv ;  and  at  lenjrth,  on  the 
recurrence  of  the  iimnicii)al  election 
(September  1,  1850),  a  large  force, 
mainly  of  Missourians,  took  potisea- 
sion  of  the  town  ;  and,  under  the 
pretense  of  searching  for  arms,  plun- 
dered and  ravaged  as  thej  diose. 
William  PhillipB,  a  lawyer,  refiued 
to  Bubmit  to  their  search,  and  stood 
on  his  defense.  He  killed  two  of 
his  assailants,  but  was  finally  killed 
himself ;  while  his  brother,  who  aid- 
ed him  in  his  defense,  had  his  arm 
shattered  by  a  bullet.  Phillips's 
house  was  burned,  with  several 
-  others,  and  every  known  Free-State 
man  pat  on  board  a  steamboat  and 
sent  down  the  river.  It  was  boasted 
by  the  lOssomi  jonnisls  that  not  a 
sin^  "abolition  vote"  was  cast  at 
that  election  I 

Heantiine,  the  emigrants  flocking 
to  Kan.aas  from  the  Free  States  were 
arrested  on  their  passage  through 
Missouri  and  turned  back :  cannon  be- 
ing planted  aloiig  the  Missouri  river 
to  stop  the  ascending  steamlioats 
for  this  purpose.  Not  many  of  these 
cmigruitB  were  aetoally  plundered, 
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save  of  their  paasage^money,  which 
was  in  no  case  retained.  A  large 
parly  was  finally  made  np  of  those 

whose  progress  to  Ihelr  intended 
homes  had  been  thus  obstructed,  who 
proceeded  thither  slowly  and  toil- 
somely, by  a  circuitous  route  through 
Iowa  and  Nebraska ;  but  who,  on  en- 
tering Kansas,  were  met  by  a  Fede- 
ral military  force,  and  all  their  arms 
taken  from  them. 

Yet  the  immigration  eonfinned ;  so 
thaty  while  the  offioe-holderB,  the 
military,  and  all  the  reeof^iized 
power  and  authority,  were  on  the 
side  of  Slavery,  the  FreorState  pre- 
ponderance among  the  settlers  con- 
stantly increased.  The  pro-Slavery 
forces  made  strong  incursions  or  raids 
into  the  Territory  from  time  to  time, 
but  subsided  into  Missouri  after  a 
few  days ;  aiul,  while  a  good  sliare 
of  the  fighting,  with  most  of  the 
borning  and  plundering,  was  done 
by  them,  nearly  all  the  building,  the 
clearing,  the  plowing,  and  the  plant* 
ing,  were  the  work  of  Free43tate men. 
Meantime,  dissipation,  exposure  and 
all  manner  of  irregularities,  were 
constantly  thinning  the  ranks  of  the 
pro-Slavery  volunteers  from  the 
South,  while  many  of  the  better  class 
among  them,  disgusted  and  remorse- 
ful, abandoned  tiieir  evil  work,  and 
shrank  away  to  some  region  wherein 
they  were  leas  generally  detested. 
Under  all  its  penseentions  and  deso- 
lations,  Kansas  was  steadily  maturing 
and  hardening  into  the  bone  and 
sinew  of  a  Free  State  not  only,  but 
of  one  fitted  by  education  and  expe- 
rience to  be  an  apostle  of  the  gospel 
of  Universal  Freedom. 


The  Democratic  National  Oonven- 
tion  for  1856  met  at  Cincinnati  on 
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the  2d  of  Jxae,  Jdka  K  Waid,  of 
Qeoigia,  presided  over  its  delibera- 
tions.  On  the  fint  ballot,  its  votes 
for  T^dential  candidate  were  cast, 

for  James  Buchaxan,  135 ;  Pierce, 
123;  Douglas,  33  ;  Cass,  5.  Bu- 
chanan gained  pretty  steadily,  and 
Pioroc  lost  ;  so  that,  on  tlie  ninth 
ballot,  the  vote  stood :  Buchanan, 
147  ;  Pierce,  S7 ;  Don<rlas,  56  ;  Cass, 
7.  On  the  sixteenth,  ^^fr.  Buchanan 
liad  168 ;  Mr.  Douglas,  121.  And, 
on  the  seventeenth,  Mr.  Bachanan 
reodved  the  whole  number,  296 
votes,  and  was  nominated.  On  the 
fint  ballot  for  Vice-President,  John 
A.  Quitman,  of  Mississippi,  received 
'^e  highest  vote — 59 ;  but,  on  the 
second,  his  name  was  withdrawn, 
and  John  C.  Bbeckinridoe,  of  Ken- 
tucky,'was  unanimously  nominated. 

The  Convention,  hi  its  platform, 
after  adopting  nearly  all  the  material 
resolves  of  its  two  Smmediate  prede- 
cessors, unanimously 

"  1.  SstoiMtL  That,  daiming  fellowship 
irHli  and  derinng  the  ooOpention  of  au 

who  regM^  the  preservation  of  the  Union 
under  the  ConstiCadon  as  the  paramount 
tene,  and  repudiating  all  teotional  paitlee 

and  ]»latform3  concerning  domestic  Slavery, 
which  seek  to  embroil  the  States  and  incite 
to  treason  and  armed  reristanoe  to  law  in 

the  Territorio<»,  and  whose  avowed  purpose, 
if  consummated,  must  end  in  civil  war  and 
Reunion,  the  i^erioan  Demooraoj  recog- 
nize and  adopt  the  principles  contained  in 
the  organic  laws  establisliing  the  Territories 
of  Kanias  and  Nebraska,  as  embodying  the 
only  sonnd  and  safe  solution  of  the  Slavery 
qneetiou,  upon  which  the  great  ^'ational 
idea  of  the  people  of  this  whole  eonntry 
can  repose  in  its  determined  conservation 
of  the  Union,  and  non-interference  of  Cou- 
grcHs  with  Slavery  in  the  Teiritories  or  in 
tho  District  of  Columbia. 

"2.  That  this  was  tho  basis  of  the  Conipro- 
mises  of  1850,  confinned  by  both  the  Demo- 
cratic and  Whig  parties  in  National  (\invcti- 
tioDS ;  ratified  by  the  people  in  the  election 
of  1852,  and  rightly  applied  to  the  organi- 
sation of  the  Territories  in  1854. 

"  3.  That,  by  the  uniform  application  of  tho 


Democratic  principle  to  the  organization  of 
Territories,  and  the  admission  of  new  States 
with  or  witliout  domestic  Slavery,  as  they 
nmy  elect,  the  equal  right.s  of  all  the  States 
will  be  preserved  intact,  the  original  com- 

f>acts  of  the  Constitution  muntained  invio- 
ate,  and  tho  perpetuity  and  expansion  of 
the  Union  insured  to  its  ntmoet  oapaoitj  of 
embracing,  in  peace  and  harmony,  every 
future  American  State  that  may  lie  t-onsti- 
tutcKl  or  annexed  with  a  republican  form  of 
government." 

The  dissolution  of  the  Whig  party, 
coimnenced  by  the  imposition  of  the 
Southern  platform  on  its  Kational 
Convention  of 1852,wascon8nmmated 
by  the  eager  participation  of  most  of 
its  Sonthem  members  of  Congress  in 
the  repudiation  of  the  Miss<:>uri  Com- 
promise hv  the  passage  of  tlie  Kansas- 
Nebraska  bill.    Those,  of  whatever 
party  in  the  past,  who  emphatically 
condemned  that  repudiation,  and  who 
united  on  that  basis  to  iiz;nore  past 
])()litical  denominations,  witli  a  view 
to  united  action  in  the  future,  were 
first  known  rimply  as  **  anti-Nebras- 
ka," but  gradually,  and  almost  spon- 
taneously, assomed  the  desigpiation 
of  "  Eepnblicans."    As  such,  they 
carried  most  of  the  Free  State  elec- 
tions of  1854,  but  were  leas  decidedly  \ 
successful  in  those  of  1855.    Their  \ 
tii-^t  National  Convention  was  held 
at  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  on  the  22d  of 
February,  1850  ;  but  no  nominations 
were  there  made.    Their  nominating 
Convention  met  at  Philadelphia  on 
the  17th  of  Jnne»  C6L  Henry  S. 
Lane,  of  Indiana,  presiding.  Jomr 
C.  Fbemoht,  of  California,  was  nom- 
inated for  President  on  the  first  bal- 
lot, receiving  359  votes  to  196  for 
John  McLean,  of  Ohio.  "Willi.oi 
L.  Dayton,  of  New  Jersey,  received 
259  votes  on  the  informal  ballot,  to 
110  for  Abraham  Lincoln  and  ISO 
scattering,  for  Yice-President.  Mr. 
I  Dayton  was  thereupon  unanimonsly 
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nominated.  The  more  material  re- 
eolvea  of  this  OonTention  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  Renohed,  That,  with  onr  republican 
fathers,  we  liold  it  to  bo  a  selt-evident 
truth,  that  all  men  are  endowed  with  the 
inalienable  rights  to  life,  lii'crty,  and  the 
pursuit  of  happinesa ;  aad  that  ihu  primary 
el^flet  Mid  ulterior  design  of  oar  Federal 
Government  were,  to  se<Miro  these  rights  to 
all  persiMis  witiiin  its  eielusivo  jurisdiction  ; 
ihat,  as  our  republican  fathers,  when  they 
had  abolislied  Slavery  in  all  our  National 
territory,  ordained  that  no  person  should 
be  deprived  of  lift,  liberty,  or  property, 
without  due  process  of  law,  it  becomes  our 
duty  to  maintain  this  provision  of  the  Con- 
stitution against  all  attempts  to  violate  it, 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  Slavery  in 
any  territory  of  the  United  States,  bjf  posi- 
tive legislation,  prohibiting  its  existence 
and  extension  therein.  TlMt  we  deny  the 
authority  of  Congress,  of  a  Territorial  legis- 
lature, of  any  individual  or  association  of 
individuals,  to  give  legal  existence  to  Sla- 
very in  any  Territory  of  the  United  States, 
while  the  presoit  Oooititotion  shall  be 

**Be$oMly  That  the  Constitittioii  oooftrs 

upon  Congress  sovereign  power  over  the 
lerritories  of  the  United  Sutes  for  their 
government;  and  that,  in  the  exereise  of 
this  power,  it  is  both  the  right  and  the  duty 
of  Congress  to  prohibit  in  the  Territdries 
fhoM  twin  tcUm  of  barbaiuni— Polygamy 
and  BlaTMy.** 

An  ''American"  Kadomd  Con- 
Tention  waa  lield  at  Philadelpliia  on 
the  SSd  of  Febmary ;  all  the  States 
represented  bnt  Maine,  Yermout, 
Georgia,  and  South  Carolina.  An 
"American"  National  Council  (secret) 
had  met  three  days  betore  in  the 
same  pluce,  and  adopted  a  platform. 
The  following  plank  id  the  most 
essential : 

"  The  recognition  of  the  right  of  native- 
bom  ttod  natoralized  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  permanently  residing  in  any  Terri- 
tory thereof^  to  frame  their  Ck>n8titntion 
and  laws,  and  to  regiUate  their  domestic  and 
social  affairs  in  their  own  modOi  sutdect 
only  to  the  provisions  of  the  Federal  Oon- 
Ititntion,  with  the  privilege  of  admission 
into  the  Union  whenever  they  have  the 
requisite  population  iaf  cma  BepnoMDtsiiTe 
ia  Oongreat:  Bmidtit  oteay^  that  none 


but  those  who  are  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  under  the  Constitution  and  laws 
tii«reo(^  and  who  have  a  fixed  residence  in 
any  such  Territory,  ought  to  participate  in 
the  formation  of  the  Constitution,  or  in  the 
enactment  of  ]$ewa,  Unr  aaid  Tenitoiy  or 
State." 

Tliia  Council  proceeded  to  con- 
demn the  National  Administration, 
among  other  things,  for  reopening 
sectional  agitation  by  the  repeal  of 
the  Missouri  compromise."  Tliis  was 
not  Batisfactoiy  to  the  "  anti-Nebras- 
ka" members  of  Uie  nominatiiig  Oon- 
vention  ;  on  whose  behalf  Hr.  Xil- 
linger,  ofPennsylTsniay  piopoBed  the 
foUoTring: 

"  Retolttd^  That  the  National  Council  has 
no  authority  to  prescribe  a  Platform  of  prin- 
ciples for  this  Nominating  Convention ;  and 
that  we  will  nominate  for  President  and 
Yioe-President  no  men  who  are  not  in  favor 
of  interdicting  the  introduction  of  SlaverT- 
into  territory  north  of  80'  by  OoogTCfl- 
sioual  action." 

This  resolve  "was  laid  on  the  table, 
by  141  votes  to  50.  The  anti-Ne- 
braska" delegates,  to  the  niunber  of 
about  fifty,  thereupon  withdrew  from 
the  Convention.  On  the  first  ballt»t 
for  President,  Millaiid  Fillmobe,  of 
Kew  York,  received  71  votes ;  George 
Law,  of  N.  Y.,  27 ;  and^there  were  45 
scattering.  On  the  next  ballot,  Mr. 
FiDmofe  leedved  179  to  64  for  aU 
others,  and  was  nominated.  On  the 
first  ballot  for  Vice-President,  An- 
drew Jackson  Donklson,  of  Tennes- 
see, received  181  votes  to  24  scatter- 
ing, and  was  imanimously  nomina- 
ted. 

The  nomination  of  Mr.  Fillmore 
was  ratified  by  a  Whig  ConYsntioiiy 
which  met  at  Baltimore  on  ihe  17ih 
of  September— Edwaid  Bates,  of  Hifl- 
sonri,  presiding. 

Mr.  Fillmore  was  jibsent  in  Etuope 
when  the  American  nomination  was 
made;  bnt^  letamiiig  early  in  July, 
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took  ground  onphatically  against  the 

Republican  organization  and  effort. 

In  hi>^  fl]>ee<!h  at  Albany,  he  said : 

We  seo  a  political  par^  presenting  can- 
didates for  the  Preriden^j  and  Vioe-Preid- 

dcticy,  selected,  for  the  first  tunc,  fmin  rho 
free  States  alone,  with  tlie  avowed  purpose 
of  eleoting  these  candidates  by  the  snffraiireB 
of  one  part  of  the  Union  only,  to  nilo  over 
the  whole  United  btutes.  Cua  it  be  possible 
that  tiiose  who  are  engaged  in  saoh  a  meas- 
ure can  have  seriously  reflected  npon  the 
consequences  which  must  ine\ntably  follow, 
in  ease  of  success  ?  Can  they  have  tlie  nmd- 
ness  or  the  folly  to  believe  that  our  South- 
ern brethren  would  submit  to  be  governed 
Ijsnch  a  Chief  Magistrate t  Womd  he  be 
required  to  follow  the  same  rule  prescribed 
by  those  who  elected  him  in  making  his  ap- 
pointments? If  a  man  living  south  of  Ma- 
son and  Dixon's  line  be  not  worthy  to  be 
President  or  Vice-President,  would  it  be 
proper  to  select  one  fruin  the  same  quarter 
as  one  <d  his  Cabinet  Council,  or  to  repre- 
sent the  nation  In  a  foreign  country?  Or, 
indeed,  to  colh  et  the  revenue,  or  administer 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  ?  If  not,  what 
new  role  Is  the  President  to  adopt  in  aeleet- 
Ing  men  for  offioe  that  the  people  them- 
selves discard  in  selecting  himf  Tliese  are 
serlons  bnt  practical  qnestions ;  and,  in  ot- 
der  to  appreciate  tlu  in  fully,  it  is  only  neces- 
sary to  torn  the  tables  upon  ourselves.  Sap- 
pose  that  the  Sonth,  haring  the  m^fority  of 
tlio  eloctornl  vote's,  slionld  declare  that  they 
would  only  have  slaveholders  for  President 
and  Vioe-Presideiit,  and  slioald  eleet  saehbf 

their  exclusive  suffnures  to  rule  over  us  at 
the  North.  Do  you  think  we  would  sub- 
nut  to  it?  Ko,  not  for  a  moment  And  do 
yon  helievo  that  your  Southern  brethren  are 
less  sensitive  ou  this  subject  than  you  are, 
or  less  jealoos  of  their  rights?  If  you  do, 
let  me  tell  you  th.it  you  are  mistaken.  And, 
therefore,  you  must  see  that,  if  this  sectional 
party  succeedj^,  it  loads  inevitably  to  the  de- 
struction of  this  beautiful  fabric,  reared  by 
our  forefathers,  cemented  by  their  blood,  and 
bequeathed  to  os  as  a  prioeless  iaheritanoe." 

This  8|>eech  is  memorable  not 
f  merely  fyr  its  gross  misapprehen- 
8ion  of  the  grounds  and  motives  of 

the  TJepnblican  movement  —  repre- 
t^cntiug  its  purjxiscs  ha  violent,  ag- 
gressive, and  tec'tiunal,  when  they 
date  back  to  1784,  and  trace  their 
paternity  to  Jefferson,  a  Southron 
and  a  da7clioldfir*-biit  because  this 
was  the  first  dedaratioii  by  a  North- 


ern Btatearaan  of  mark  that  the  sno- 
cesd  of  the  Kepublicans  would  not 
only  incite,  but  justify,  a  Southern  re- 
bellion. The  facts  that  the  "Na- 
tional Republicans,"  in  1828,  sup- 
ported John  Q.  Adams  and  Richard 
Rush — both  irom  Free  States — while 
their  antagcmista  supported  Andrew 
JackBon  and  John  G.  Oalhonn,  both 
slayeholderSy  and  thns  seonrsd  neaily 
every  elector  from  the  Slave  States,  are 
conveniently  ignored  by  Mr.  Fillmore. 

Tlie  Presidential  contest  of  1856 
waa  ardent  and  animated  up  to  the 
October  elections,  wherein  the  States 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Indiana  were 
carried  by  the  Democrats,  rendering 
the  election  of  Buchanan  and  Breck- 
inridge a  moral  certainty,  hk  de- 
spite, however,  of  that  certainty,  the 
Bepablicans  canied  New  York  by  « 
plurality  of  80,(X>0,  with  the  six  New 
England  States,  and  Ohio,  Michigan, 
Wisconsin,  and  Iowa — giving  Gen. 
Fremont  114  electoral  votes.  Mr. 
Buchanan  carried  Pennsylvania,  New 
tlersey,  Indiana,  Illinois,  California, 
witii  all  the  Slave  States  but  Mary- 
land, which  voted  alone  for  Mr.  Fill- 
more. New  Jeney,  Blinois,  and  Oal- 
ilbmia,  gave  each  a  plurality  only, 
not  a  majority,  of  her  popular  vote 
for  the  saooeasfUl  candidate.  In  the 
aggregate,  Mr.  Buchanan  received 
1,838,1G9  votes ;  Col.  Fremont 
1,341,264;  and  Mr.  Fillmore  874,534: 
so  that  Mr.  Buchanan,  though  he 
had  a  very  decided  plurality,  lacked 
377,629  votes  of  a  majority  over  both 
his  competitors.  Of  the  electors, 
however,  he  had  174 — a  clear  ma- 
jority of  60.  Major  Breckinridge 
was,  of  course,  diosen  Yice-Presideiit 
by  tilie  same  vote. 


The  disturbed  and  distracted  eon- 
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ditioiii  of  KanflaB,  resaHmg  from  ibe 
cffinrtB  of  her  Wmami  neighboiB  to 
ftroe  Slttvitey  upon  to  agadnst  lier 
w3I,  necoeoarily  attracted  the  early 

attention  of  Mr.  BiK-hanan'B  Admin- 
ktration.  J ohn  W.  Geary — ^the  third 
or  fourth  of  her  Territorial  Govern- 
ors— ^had  recently  resigned  and  left 
in  disgust,  and  the  eelectioTi  of  a  suc- 
cessor was  an  obvious  and  urgent  duty. 
The  President's  choice  fell  on  Hon, 
Bobert  J.  Walker,  formerly  Senator 
from  ICniasippi,  gnd  Beeretaiy  of 
the  Treasury  under  Preaideiit  Talk, 
•who  accepted  the  poet  with  consider- 
eble  rdnetanoe.  Fredeikk  P.  Stan- 
Ion,  for  ten  jBkn  u  reproeentative  in 
CSongress  from  Tennessee^  wee  attooi- 
ated  with  him  as  Secretary. 

Meantime,  tlie  double-headed  ac- 
tion in  Kans^as  proceeding,  an  im- 
mense majority  of  the  settlers, 
though  prevented  by  Federal  force 
from  effecting  such  an  organization 
ae  they  desired,  utterly  reftised  to 
reeognize  the  L^gislatuie  ehoeen  by 
the  Minotiri  invaderB,  or  the  offlcers 
tiierebj  appointed :  eonieqnently, 
eadi  party  held  its  own  conven- 
tions and  elections  independent  of 
the  other.  The  pro-Slavery  Lej^isla- 
ture  called  a  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion in  1857,  which  met  at  Lecomp- 
ton  on  the  first  Monday  of  Septem- 
ber. That  Convention  proceeded,  of 
ooone,  to  farm  a  pro-SlaiTeij  Oonati- 
tntion,  whieh  they  pretended  to  enb- 
mit  to  the  people  ait  an  election  held 
on  the  diet  of  December  following. 
Bat  at  this  remarkable  election,  held 
expressly  to  ratify  or  reject  a  State 
Constitution,  no  one  was  allowed  to 
vote  against  that  ConBtitution,  The 
vote  was  to  be  taken  "  For  the  Con- 
stitution With  Slavery"  or  "  For  the 
Constitution  without  Slavery"  —  no 


others  to  be  allowed  or  counted.  It* 
mm  Aoeordingly  so  taken,  and  the  M- 
lowrng  was  ii»  retain : 

Par  «•  0Mi(ltaliMi«M  SImqr  aM 

For  the  Coiutltntlon  teMoui  Sbtyery   661 

So  the  Constitution  tcith  Slaveiy 
was  adopted.  But,  meantime,  an 
election  had  been  held,  on  the  first 
Monday  in  October,  for  a  Territorial 
Legislature  under  the  bogus  laws ; 
and  at  this  election  moBt  of  the  Free- 
State  men,  trusting  to  the  assurances 
of  Gov.  Walker,  had  voted.  Over 
11,000  Totee  were  polled,  of  wMeb 
1,600  were  taken  at  a  little  preoinet 
known  as  Oxford,  on  the  JMjbbooiI 
border,  where  there  were  bat  43  vot' 
ers;  and  1,200  were  returned  from 
McGee  County,  where  no  poll  was 
opened.  But,  notwithstanding  these 
enormous  frauds,  the  Free-State  pre- 
ponderance was  80  decided  that  it 
carried  the  Legislature  and  elected  a 
delegate  to  Congress.  This  Legisla^ 
ture,  whose  legality  was  now  onqnes- 
tioned,  passed  an  aet  sabmitting  the 
Leoompton  Gonstitation  to  a  vote  of 
the  people  for  or  against  it,  on  the 
4th  of  January,  1858.  This  Consti- 
tution provided  that  "the  rights  of 
property  in  slaves  now  in  the  Terri- 
tory shall  in  no  manner  be  interfered 
with,"  and  precluded  any  amendment 
prior  to  the  year  18G4 ;  after  which, 
amendments  could  be  made  with  the 
ooneorrence  ofbothhouses  of  the  legist 
latore^andantfijorityof  alliheeltiaemi 
of  the  State.  Thns^  while  the  people 
had  not  been  fdlowed  to  vote  against 
the  Constitution,  their  seeming  piivi* 
lege  of  voting  for  it  without  Slavery 
was  a  delusion.  In  any  case,  Slavery 
was  to  have  been  protected  and 
perpetuated.  But,  at  the  election 
authorized  by  the  new  Legislature, 
I  which  the  Missourians  did  not  choose 
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to  veoognue  as  Talid^and  therefore  did 
not  oome  over  to  vote  8%  the  AiUpoll 
was  returned  as  follows : 


Lecompton  Constltntton  v>tth  Slavery,  139 


giving  a  mtjtmtj  of  over  10,000 
against  tbe  eaid  Ck»iiititiitio!a  in  anj 
ahspe. 

The  XXXVih  Gongrefis  organized 
at  Washington,  December  7,  1867. 
There  being  a  large  Democratic  ma- 
jority, Col.  James  L.  Orr,  of  S.  C,  was 
elected  Speaker.  Mr.  P>uclianan,  in 
his  Annual,  as  also  in  a  Special  Mes- 
sage," urged  Congress  to  accept  and 
ratify  tlie  Lecompton  Constitution. 
Senator  Douglas  tO(&  strong  ground 
against  it  The  Senate"  passed — 
Yeas  88,  Nays  S5 — a  bill  accepting 
this  Constitiition.  But  theHonse" 
adopted  a  Bubsfxtate,  prepared  by 
Senator  Crittenden,  of  Kentucky,  and 
propoeed  in  the  House  by  Mr.  Mont- 
gomery, a  Donglas  Democrat  from 
Pennsylvania,  This  substitute  re- 
quired a  re-submission  of  that  Con- 
stitution to  the  people  of  Kansas, 
under  such  ])rovisions  and  precau- 
tious as  bhouid  iusure  a  lair  vote 
thereon.  It  was  adopted  by  the 
House  as  a  sobstitate  for  the  Sen- 
ate bill— Yeas,  98  Bepnblicans,  38 
Douglas  Democrats,  6  Americans — 
total  180;  Kays,  104t  Democrats,  8 
Americans — total  112.  This  amend- 
ment was  rejected  by  the  Senate,  who 
asked  a  Committee  of  Conference ; 
whicli,  on  motion  of  Mr.  English,  of 
Indiana,  who  had  thus  lar  acted  with 
the  Douglas  men,  was  granted  by  100 
Yeas  to  108  Nays.  The  bill  reported 
from  the  Oonftrenee  Oonumttee  ]>ro- 
posed  a  sabmisBion  to  the  })eople  of 


Kansas  of  a  proposition  on  the  part 
of  Gongress  to  limit  and  curtail 
the  grants  of  public  lands  and  oth- 
er advantages  stipulated  in  behalf 
of  said  State  in  the  Lecompton  Con- 
stitution ;  and,  in  case  of  their  vot- 
ing to  reject  said  proposition,  then 
a  new  Convention  was  to  be  held 
and  A  new  Constitution  framed, 
lliis  bill  passed  both  Houses;"  and 
under  it  tiie  people  of  Kansas,  on  the 
8d  of  August,  Toted,  1^  an  otSet- 
whelming  majority,  to  reject  the  pro- 
position :  which  was,  in  effect,  to  rcgect 
the  Lecompton  Constitution. 

The  Territorial  Legislature  had 
now  passed  completely  into  the 
hands  of  the  Free-State  party,  and, 
under  its  guidance,  a  new  Constitution- 
al Convention  assembled  at  Wyandot 
on  the  first  Xnesday  in  Ifaidi,  1859 ; 
the  people  having  Toted,  by  a  major- 
ity (jr  8,881,  to  bold  such  Convention. 
The  attempt  to  make  Kansas  a  Slave 
State  was  now  formally  abandoned 
in  favor  of  an  effort  to  organize  it  as 
a  Democratic  Free  State.  This,  how- 
ever, failed  —  the  Convention  con- 
sisting of  thirty-five  Republicans  to 
seventeen  Democrats,  A  Free  State 
Constitution  was  duly  framed,  where- 
by the  western  boundary  of  tiie  Stafto 
was  fixed  at  the  twenty-third  paral- 
lel of  longitade  west  ftim  Washing- 
ton, This  Oonstitation  was  adopted 
at  an  election  held  on  the  first  Tues- 
day in  Octobfflr,  whereat  the  majority 
for  ratification  was  about  4,000.  The 
tii-st  undisputed  State  election  was 
licld  under  it  on  the  Ctli  of  December 
following,  when  Republican  officers 
and  member  of  Congress  were  elect- 
ed on  a  hght  vote,  by  majorities  rang- 
ing from  2,000  to  3,500. 

The  Oonstitation  framed  by  Uie 
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GoDTention  at  Wyandot  wai  kid  be- 
fom  the  House,  Felnmaiy  lOtfa,  1860. 
On  the  15tfa,  Hr.  Grow,  of  PeDiuyl- 
TBtiia,  introdnoed  sbiUfor  the  admis- 
Bion  of  Kansas  into  the  Union ; 
■\rhich  -was  road  a  first  and  a  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Territorit't;.  This  bill  was  report- 
ed to  tlie  House  from  that  Commit- 
tee, and,  on  the  11th  of  April,  it 
passed,  under  the  Preyioiis  Question : 
Teas  184 ;  Nays  78.  Bat  the  Senate, 
ivhidi  was  Teiy  Btron^^j  Democratic, 
atabbonily  refused  (89  to  97)  to  take 
it  up,  and  adjoomed,  leaving  Kansas 
■till  a  Territory:  so  that,  though 
every  way  qualified  for  and  entitled 
to  admiseion,  she  was  remanded  into 
territorial  va.sdalan;e  Lv  the  verv  men 
who  had  been  so  eager  to  admit  her, 
two  years  before,  when  her  popula- 
tion and  every  other  element  of 
strength  and  stability  were  consider- 
ablj  less.  She  was  thna  denied  a 
voice  in  the  eleetion  for  President  in 


1880.  At  the  next  sesBion  of  Oqh- 
gresB^  however,  her  application  vras 
renewed;  and  on  the  same  day"  that 

Messrs.  Jefferson  Davis,  dement  O. 
Clay,  Fitzpatrick,  Mallory,  and  others, 
abandoned  their  seats  and  the  Capitol 
to  take  part  in  the  Southern  Rebel- 
lion, a  bill  admitting  her  as  a  Free 
State  under  the  Wyandot  Constitu- 
tion M  as  called  up  by  Gov.  Seward, 
and  passed  the  Senate :  Yeas  36 ; 
Kaya  18.  One  week  later,  on  mo- 
tion of  Hr.  Ghrow,  of  Pennsylvania, 
it  was  taken  up  in  the  Honse^  out  of 
regular  order,  by  110  to  49,  and 
passed. 

And  thus,  on  the  very  threshold  of 
our  great  struggle — no  serious  effort 
having  been  made  by  the  slaveholders 
to  colonize  or  conquer  Nebraska — the 
arduous  contest  opened  ])v  Mr,  Dixon's 
proposition  to  repeal  the  Missouri 
Bestriotion,  was  dosed  by  the  admis- 
sion of  iVee  Kansas  as  the  thirty- 
£iiurth  State  of  our  Federal  Union. 


xvm. 

THE  DEED  SCOTT  CASK 


Dbed  Soorr,  a  n^o,  was,  previ- 
ondy  to  1884^  held  as  a  slave  in  Mis- 
Bonii  by  Dr.  Emerson,  a  soigeon  in 
the  IT;  S.  Army.  In  that  year,  the 
doctor  was  transferred  to  the  militaiy 
post  at  Bock  Island,  in  the  State  of 
Ulinoit*,  and  took  his  slave  with  him. 
Here,  Major  Taliaferro  (also  of  the 
anny)  had,  in  1835,  in  his  service  a 
black  known  as  Harriet,  whom  he 
likewise  held  a.s  his  slave.  The  ma- 
jor was  transferred  that  year  to  Fort 


Snelling,  on  the  other  dde  of  the  IGs- 
sippi,  in  what  is  now  known  as  Min- 
nesota, bnt  was  then  an  nnorganized 
tenritoiy  of  the  United  States,  ez« 
pressly  covered  by  the  Slavery  Pro- 
liibition  included  in  the  Missouri 
Compromise  of  1820.  Dr.  Emerson 
waH  likewi.<e  transfen-cd  to  Fort  Snel- 
ling in  183G,  and  here  bought  Har- 
riet of  Major  Taliaferro,  and  licld  her 
and  Dred  as  his  slaves;  they  being 
married  to  each  other  wilii  his  con- 
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aeni  soon  after  hk  aixival  at  the 
Fort,   Two  children  were  bom  to 

them ;  Eliza,  in  1838,  on  board  tho 
steamboat  Gipsy,  on  their  way  down 
the  Mississippi,  but  still  nortli  of  the 
Missonri  line ;  Lizzie,  seven  years 
later,  at  Jefiersou  Barracks,  in  the 
State  of  liiflsoiiri.  The  doctor,  wilili 
Dred,  Harriet,  and  Eliaay  retomed 
thenoe  to  St  Lonii,  and  he  there  eon- 
tinned  to  hold  them  as  hk  daves, 
nntil  he  sold  them,  eeveral  years 
later,  to  John  F.  A.  Sanford,  of 
the  State  and  City  of  New  York. 
Finally,  Dred  bronght  suit  for  his 
freedom,  on  the  above  state  of  facts, 
in  the  State  Circuit  Court  of  St. 
Louis  County,  Missouri,  and  obtained 
a  verdiot  and  judgment  in  his  &yor. 
But  this  was  levened  by  a  judgment 
on  a  mrit  of  enor  to  the  Supreme 
€k>mt  of  that  State,  from  irhich  an 
appeal  was  taken  to  the  oonrts  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  case  came  to 
trial  in  May,  1854.  Having  been 
fblly  heard  by  the  Supreme  Court  at 
"Washington,  that  court  was  about  to 
decide  it  at  lU  term  of  1855-6 ;  but 
the  controlling  majority  of  its  Judges 
concluded,  in  yiew  of  the  pending 
Presidential  deetion,  and  the  strong 
emitement  whioh  the  Kebraska  bill 
and  the  Kansas  outrages  had  aronaed 
throughout  the  iVee  States,  to  defer 
nndering  judgment  mitil  its  next 
seBsion.  It  is  quite  probable  that 
its  action  in  the  premises,  if  made 
public  at  tlie  time  originally  intend- 
ed, would  have  reversed  the  issue  of 
that  Presidential  election.  The  em- 
inent Chief  Justice  John  Marshall, 
who  had  BO  long  presided  over  tiiat 
tribunal,  and  whoee  opinions  had  won 
Ihr  It  a  weight  and  inflnenoe  rarely 
iMMorded  to  aaj  oourt,  died  in  1886 


at  the  ripe  age  of  eighty.  liToiie  cf 
the  Judges  appointed  by  any  prede* 
cesser  of  Gen.  Jackson  survived.  Of 
the  nine  who  now  comported  that  au- 
gust tribunal,  eight  had  been  selected 
from  the  ranks  of  the  Deniorratic 
party,  and  most  of  them  lor  other 
coDiideiatkns  than  those  ef  eminent 
legal  ability  or  aoquirsments.  John 
MeLean,  of  Ohio,  was  placed  on  the 
bendi,  in  1889,  by  Gen.  Jaekson,  in 
order  to  make  room  fbr  a  Postmaster- 
General  who  would  remove  ihom office 
the  postmasters  who  had  supported 
Mr.  Adams  and  appoint  Jaek.Nonians 
to  their  j)laces ;  which  McI-caii — hav- 
ing been  continued  in  office  by  Mr. 
Adams,  though  himself  for  Jackson 
— eould  not  decently  do.  Koger  B. 
Taney,  of  Ifaiyland,  was  likewise 
appointed  by  Jackson  In  1836,  ss  a 
reward  for  his  serviees  in  aooepting 
the  post  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
and  removing  the  Federal  deposits 
from  the  United  States  Bank,  upon 
the  dismissal  of  William  J.  Duane, 
of  Pennsylvania,  for  refusing  to  make 
such  removal.  Mr.  Taney,  l)om  in 
1777,  was  im  ultra  Federalist  pre- 
viously to  his  becoming  a  Jackso- 
nian,  but  always  a  devotee  of  prerog- 
ative and  power.  Of  Ins  assodatea^ 
beside  Judge  McLean,  only  Samuel 
Xelson,  of  Kew  York,  and  Benjamin 
R,  Curtis,  of  Massachusetts,  were  ever 
presumed  qualified,  either  hy  nature 
or  attainments,  for  judicial  emi- 
nence. 

The  decision  and  opinions  of  this 
Court,  in  the  case  of  Dred  Scott,  had 
not  been  made  public  when  Mr. 
Buchanan  was  inaugurated ; '  ^ut 
that  gentleman  had  undoubtedly 
been  fiivored  with  a  private  intinui- 
tion  of  their  soope  and  bearing: 


Digitized  by  Google 


BUGHANAfi  AND  T^JSdlY  OH  DBBB  800II. 


bencethe  fiiBowingpfrBliiayQ  ragged- 
tioDB  of  hk  Biaogmal  Addxen: 

**We  lianre  reeentif  paned  liiroagli  a 

Freeddential  contest,  in  which  the  passions 
of  our  fellow-citizens  were  exoited  to  the 
UghMt  degree  hj  qnestloiu  of  deep  and 
yHtal  iinportnnco ;  but,  when  the  people  pro- 
elMmed  their  will,  the  touipest  at  once 
sahdded,  and  all  was  calm. 

*'Tho  voice  of  the  majority,  speaking  in 
the  tuauner  prescribed  bj  the  Constitntion, 
was  heard;  and  instant  submission  follow- 
ed. Our  own  country  could  alone  have 
exhibited  so  grand  and  striking  a  spectacle 
of  the  capacity  of  man  for  self  government. 

"  What  a  happy  conception,  thon,  was  it 
for  Congresa  to  apply  this  simple  rule — that 
the  will  of  the  majority  shall  govern — to 
the  settlement  of  the  question  of  domestic 
Slavery  in  the  territories!  Congress  is 
neither  *  to  legislate  Slavery  into  any  terri- 
tory or  State,  nor  to  exclude  it  therefrom, 
hot  to  leave  the  people  thereof  perfectly 
free  to  funn  and  regulate  their  domestic  in- 
stitations  in  their  own  way,  euhiect  only  to 
tibe  Oonstitntion  of  the  United  states.'  As 
a  natural  consequence,  Congress  has  already 
preaoribed  that,  when  the  Territory  of  Kan- 
aas  dnll  1>e  admitted  as  a  State,  it  'shall  be 
received  into  the  Union  with  or  without 
Slavei^  as  their  Oonatitation  may  preechbe 
at  tbe  tino  of  their  admiiirion.* 

"  A  differenco  of  opinion  has  arisen  in 
rward  to  the  point  of  time  when  tiio  people 
«f  a  taiTlUwy  ahafl  decide  this  question  nr 
tiiam  selves. 

'*This  is,  happUy,  a  matter  of  bat  Uttle 
practical  importeBoe.  Beridea  it  is  a  Jndi^ 
cial  question,  which  legitimately  belongs  to 
the  bnpreme  Court  of  the  United  titates, 
Mbro  wliom  it  is  mm  vending,  omT  will,  it 
i»  xindentood,  he  speedily  am^  fnalhj  .settled. 
To  their  decision,  in  cumwon  with  aU  good 
cttbana,  I  ahall  dieeHUlj  nttanit** 

Kot  many  days  tliereafker,  the  da- 
eUon  and  opinions  thug  heralded, 
imd  commended  as  a  new  and  admi- 
niUe  ttsmplification  of  Popular 
Sovereignty,"  and  the  "happy con- 
ception" embodied  in  the  Kansas- 
l^ebraska  bill,  were  revealed,  with 
due  trumpeting  and  laudation,  to  an 
expectant  world.  Chief  Justice 
Taney,  in  pronouncing  the  decision 
of  the  Court,  which  nulliiied  the 
JfiflBotiri  HestziotioiLy  or  tffiy  reitrio- 


tkn  by  Oaognm  on  the  Vnmdlen 
diffbsion  of  Sbmy  thnni^^boat  1ih» 
territories  of  the  Union,  oommeneod 
by  dei^dng  to  Dred  Scott,  or  to  any 
person  "whose  ancestors  were  im- 
ported to  this  country  and  Bold  as 
slaves,"  any  right  to  sue  in  a  courjt 
of  the  United  States.    He  said  : 

The  qaestion  before  us  ia,  whether  the 
class  <tf  persoos  deaoribed  In  tbe  plea  in 

abatement  compose  a  j)ortion  of  this  peo- 
ple, and  are  constituent  members  of  this 
sovereignty?  We  tlilnlr  th^  are  not,  and 
that  they  are  not  included,  and  were  not 
intended  to  be  included,  under  the  word 
'  oitisens*  in  the  Consatatioii,  and  can 
therefore  claim  none  of  the  rights  and 
privileees  which  that  instrument  provides 
for  and  secures  to  dtizens  cf  tbe  United 
State?!.  On  the  contrary,  they  were  nt  that 
time  considered  as  a  subordinate  and  infe- 
rior class  of  beings,  who  had  been  sot^ngaied 
by  the  dominant  race,  and,  whether  eman- 
cipated or  not,  yet  remained  subject  to  their 
authority,  and  had  no  rights  <»r  privileges 
but  such  as  those  who  held  the  power  and 
the  Govemment  might  choose  to  grant 
them.** 

The  Chief  Justice  proceeds  to 
affizm,  not  onfy  lihat  no  peraooB  wHo 
had  been,  or  whose  anoeatovB  had 
been,  slaTss,  were  regarded  as  citi- 
zens prenonsly  to,  or  at  -ihe  time  ol^ 
adopting  the  Federal  Oonstitntion, 
but  that  no  State  has,  or  can  haye, 
any  right  to  confer  citizenahip  on 
such  persons.  Bearing  in  mind  the 
citations  from  our  revolutionary  and 
Jpo.!f^^evolutionary  histor}',  embodied 
in  the  earlier  chapters  of  this  work,* 
the  reader  will  be  puzzled  to  decide 
whether  Law,  Hnmanity,  or  History, 
ia  moat  flagrantly  defied  in  that  por- 
tion of  C&st  Jnstice  Taney^i  opin- 
ion whieh  foIlowB : 

"In  the  opinion  of  the  Court,  the  legisla- 
tion and  history  of  the  timee,  and  the  lan- 
guage used  in  uie  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence, show,  that  neither  the  class  or  per- 
sons who  had  been  imported  as  slaves,  nor 
their  descendants,  whetner  they  had  become 


•  See  pagss  il-2, 107-8,  eta,  etc 
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free  or  not,  were  then  acknowledged  as  a 
part  of  the  people,  nor  intended  to  be  in- 
olnded  in  the  general  words  wed  in  that 
memorable  instrament* 

It  is  difficult  at  this  day  to  realize  the 
•tato  of  pnbfio  opinion  in  relation  to  tlmt 
unfortunate  race,  which  prevailed  in  the 
iuvilized  and  enlighteaeil  portions  of  the 
world  at  the  time  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence, and  when  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  was  framed  and  adopted. 
Bat  the  public  history  of  every  Earopean 
nation  displays  it^  in  ft  manner  too  plain  to 

be  mistaken. 

"They  had,  for  more  than  a  ccntmy  be- 
fore, been  regarded  as  beings  of  an  inferior 
order,  and  altogether  unfit  to  associate  with 
the  white  race,  either  in  social  or  political 
relations ;  and  so  far  inferior  that  they  had 
no  rights  tchich  th^  lehite  man  leoJt  hound  to 
respect ;  and  that  the  negro  might  justly 
and  iawfoily  be  reduced  to  Slavery  for  his 
benefit  He  was  boagfat  and  sold,  and 
treated  ns  an  ordinary  article  of  merchan- 
dise and  tratlio,  whenever  a  profit  could  be 
made  by  it.  Ibis  opinion  was  at  that  time 
fixed  and  nniverjial  in  the  t  iviliz,-il  portion 
of  the  white  race.  It  was  regarded  as  an 
aadom  in  morals,  as  well  as  in  polities, 
which  no  one  thought  of  disputing,  or  sup- 
posed to  be  open  to  dispute ;  and  men  of 
oTanr  grade  and  position  hi  sooi^  daily 
and  habituiilly  noted  upon  it  in  their  private 
pmrmits,  as  well  as  in  matters  of  public  con- 
oem,  without  donbting  Ibr  a  moment  the 
OOrrectness  of  this  opinion. 

"And  in  no  nation  was  this  opinion  more 
firmly  fixed  or  more  uniformly  acted  upon 
than  by  the  English  Government  and  Eng- 
lish people.  They  not  only  seized  them  on 
the  coastof  Africa.  andsoMthem  or  held  them 
in  Slavery  for  their  own  use,  but  they  took 
them  a;i  ordinary  articles  of  merchandise  to 
evuT  country  where  they  conld  make  a  profit 
on  them,  and  were  far  more  engaircl  in  tliis 
eomnerce  than  any  other  nation  in  the  world. 

''The  opinion  thus  entertained  aodaded 
upon  in  England  was  naturally  impressed 
upon  the  colonies  they  founded  on  this  side 
of  the  Atlantk).  AnOi  aooovdingly,  a  negro 
of  the  African  race  was  regarded  by  them 
as  an  article  of  property,  and  held,  and 
bought  and  sold  as  such,  in  every  one  of 
the  thirteen  colonies  which  united  in  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  and  afterward 
formed  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
The  slaves  were  more  or  less  numeroos  in 
the  diflbrent  colonies,  as  slave  labor  was 
found  more  or  less  profitable.  J?ut  no  one 
seems  to  have  doubted  the  correctness  of  the 
prevailing  opinion  of  the  time." 


The  immortal  language  of  the  pre- 
amble to  tlie  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendencp,  wherein  "  life,  liberty,  and 
the  pui-euit  of  happiness,"  are  pro- 
claimed the  sell-evddent,  inalienable 
rights  of  all  men,  might  well  stagger 
the  most  brazen  and  subtle  attorney, 
but  not  a  oaae-hardened  Chief  Jrur 
tioe.  He  toeaes  diem  aside  in  thl* 
iSuihion: 

*'  The  general  words  above  quoted  would 

Boetn  to  embrace  the  whole  human  family ; 
and,  if  they  were  used  in  a  similar  instru- 
ment at  this  day,  would  be  so  understood. 
But  it  is  too  clear  to  dispute,  that  the  en- 
slaved African  race  were  not  intended  to  be 
included,  and  formed  no  part  of  the  people 
who  framed  and  adopted  this  Deolaration; 
for,  if  the  language,  as  nnderstood  In  that 
day,  would  embrace  them,  the  conduct  of 
the  distinguished  men  who  framed  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence  would  have  been 
utterly  and  flagrantly  inconsistent  with  the 
principles  they  asserted ;  and,  instead  of  the 
sympathy  of  mankind,  to  which  they  so  oonfi* 
dently  appealed,  they  wonld  bavedeservttdand 
received  universal  rebuke  and  reprobation. 

"  Tet  tiie  men  who  framed  tnis  deelarap 
tinn  were  great  men — high  in  literary  ac- 
quirements— high  in  their  sense  of  honor— 
and  incapable  of  asserting  principles  inoon* 
sistent  with  those  on  which  thoy  were  acting. 
They  perfectly  tmderstood  the  meaning  of 
the  Umguage  they  used,  and  how  it  woold 
be  understood  by  others;  and  they  linew 
that  it  would  not,  in  any  part  of  tlie  civili/ed 
world,  be  supposed  to  embrace  tlie  negro 
race ;  which,  by  common  consent,  had  been 
excluded  from  civilized  Governments  and 
the  fimUy  of  natimis,  and  doomed  to  Sla- 
very. They  spoke  and  actod  ui  i^ordinff  to 
tlie  thou  established  doctrines  and  principle?, 
and  in  the  ordinary  language  of  the  day,  and 
no  one  mi3under3too<l  them.  The  unhappy 
bhu  k  race  were  separated  from  the  white  by 
indelible  msiki,  and  laws  long  before  estab- 
lished, and  were  never  thought  of  or  tpokw  • 
of  except  a»  property^  and  when  the  claims 
of  the  owner  or  the  profit  of  the  trader  wera 
supposed  to  need  protection. 

"This  state  of  public  opinion  had  under- 
gone no  change  when  the  Constitution  was 
adopted,  as  is  equally  evident  from  its  pro- 
visions and  language." 

Mr.  Tanej  here  deliberately  aa- 
sertB  fhAt  ''liie  nnhappy  blaok  raoe^ 


*  See,  in  refutation  of  tlils,  the  views  of  Henry  1  JeflbcBOn,  eto,  as  quoted  in  the  earlier  chapters 
Immis^  Dr.  Hopluus,  La  Fayette^  WsdiifigtoiJ^  1  of  this  woris. 
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^  "info  ''iMsiBtJ&oa^t  of  or  ij^oken 
of  exoept  as  prOTt^^,"  heScre  and 
wbiSaJbe  Ooinstitmtion  was  adopted, 

"  as  is  equally  evident  from  its  pro- 
visions and  langiia^."  Had  he  been 
asked  to  say,  then,  what  the  Consti- 
tution can  mean  by  declaring  (Art.  I. 
§  2)  that  "  representatives  and  direct 
taxes  shall  be  apportioned  among  the 
»  aeveral  States  which  may  be  included 
inyHiig  Uniony  aooording  to  thflir  re- 
ipectivf.  liamben ;  W^ch  shall  be 
ilwiHiiwlwl  by  adding  to  the  whole 
mnnber  of  fiw  peraoia,  indnding 
ihoee  bound  to  Ber\ace  for  a  term  of 
years,  and  excluding  Ind^na  not  tax- 
ed, three-firths  of  all  oimr  perfions,^^ 
be  might  have  hesitated  for  an  an- 
swer, but  never  blushed  ;  since,  very 
soon  after  this,  h^  proceeds  to  argue 
that,  when  this  same  article  of  the 
CoDBtitation  (§  9)  declares  that  Con- 
grass  shall  not,  prior  to  the  year  1808, 
prohibit  ''the  migratioiL  or  importa- 
tion of  saeh  f«rwiM  as  any  of  the 
States  now  existing  shall  think  proper 
to  admit,"  but  a  tax  or  duty  may 
be  imposed  "  on  such  importation,  not 
exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each  p^r- 
8on"  he  coolly  says,  the  importation 
which  it  thus  sanctions,  "  was  unques- 
tionably of  2X\.  persons  of  the  race  of 
which  we  are  now  speaking.'' 

The  Chief  Justice  piooeeda  to  defy 
Listovy  and  oonmon  sense  by  assert- 
ing that,  m  the  days  of  the  fiithers, 
even  emancipated  blacks  "  were  iden- 
tified in  the  public  mind  with  the  race 
to  which  they  belonged,  and  regard- 
ed a-s  a  part  of  the  slave  populatitm 
rather  than  the  free?"*  lie  is  so  kind 
as  to  tell  the  people  of  tlie  Free  States 
that  the  efforts  of  AV"esley,  and  Ed- 
wards, and  Hopkins,  and  Franklin, 
•ad  Jay,  and  alt  tibe  other  eminent 
divines,  patriots,  and  statesmen,  who 


SIiAYB.TBADS.  ^ 

appealed  to  tiieir  conadeiices  and 
their  hearts  against  Slaveiy  as  nn- 
jiist  and  cniel,  had  no  existence,  or, 
at  least,  no  efieet— fhat  Slavery  was 

abolished  by  onr  fathers,  not  at  all 

because  it  was  felt  to  be  wrong,  but 
because  it  was  found  to  be  unprofit- 
able in  this  particular  locality.  On 

this  point,  lie  says : 

"  It  is  very  true  that,  in  that  portion  of  the 
Union  where  the  labor  of  the  negro  race  was 
found  to  be  unsuited  to  (lie  ( liiriate  and  un- 
rotitablo  to  the  muster,  but  tew  slaves  were 
eld  at  the  time  of  the  Declaration  of  lode* 
pendence ;  and,  when  the  Constitution  was 
adopted,  it  had  entirely  worn  out  in  one  of 
them,  and  mea-nirea  bad  been  taken  for  its 
gradaul  abolition  in  sereral  others.  Bat 
this  change  had  not  been  produced  by  any 
change  of  opinion  in  relation  to  this  race ; 
bat  because  it  was  discovered,  fi-om  experi* 
euce,  that  slave  labor  was  iinsaited  to  the 
climate  and  productions  of  these  States : 
for  some  of  these  States  where  it  had 
ceased,  or  nearly  oeased,  to  exist,  were  ao> 
tively  engaged  in  the  Slnvo-Trado ;  procoT* 
ing  cargoes  on  the  ooast  of  Atrica,  and  trans- 
porting  them  for  eale  to  fhoee  parte  of  the 
Union  where  their  labor  wa.s  found  to  be 

Srofitable,  and  suited  to  the  climate  and  pro- 
notions.  And  this  traffic  was  openly  oar* 
ried  on,  and  fortunes  aocnmulatod  by  it, 
withoot  reproach  from  Uie  people  of  the 
States  where  they  rerided.  And  H  can 
hardly  be  supposed  that,  in  the  States 
where  it  was  then  countenanced  in  its 
worst  form —that  is,  )n  the  seizore  and 
transportation  —  the  people  could  have  re- 
garded those  who  were  emancipated  as  en- 
titled to  equal  lights  with  themselves.** 

How  utterly  mistaken  this  is,  the 
iftcdlkctioin  of  tiionsands  wiQ  estab- 
lish. The  very  few  persons  at  the 
North  who  were  openly  engaged 
in  this  slave-trading,  fifty  or  eighty 
years  ago,  though  shrewd,  wealthy, 
and  powerful,  were  never  held  in 
good  repute  ;  and  tlie  stain  of  their 
nefarious  traffic  still  snlHes  their  in- 
nocent descendants.  Bad  UB  our  great 
marts  may  be,  and  blinded  by  the 
I  lust  of  gain  as  our  trading  classes 
may  seem,  there  never  wia  an  hour 
when  it  was  desinible  t<»  be  known 


■ — ^  « 
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on  the  exchange  of  !N^ew  York  or  Bos- 
ton as  a  slave-trader ;  and  no  man  to- 
day blazons  the  fact  that  the  wealth 
he  inherits  was  obtained  bv  succesa- 
ful  ventures  on  the  Slave-Coast. 

Mr.  Taney  proceeds  to  show,  after 
Ml  lSuhi<m,  that  no  State  can  make 
its  Uack  people  dtjieps,  beoanae  that 
would  be  very  inoonvenient  and  nn- 
-avfe  for  the  BlareholdeM  of  other 
States.  <<F<Hr/'lieBayB: 

"If  thoy  were  so  rocoived,  arnl  entitled 
to  tho  DriTil«g«6  and  imuuDitids  of  cilizens, 
It  woiud  exonpt  them  from  the  operation 
of  the  special  luws  and  from  the  police 
regulations  which  thojr  oomudered  to  be 
neoessarj  fx  their  own  ealiBl^,  It  wonld 
give  to  powms  of  the  negro  race,  who  were 
recognized  as  citizens  in  any  one  titato  of 
the  Union,  the  right  to  enter  everj  other 
StMte  whenever  they  i»lf;i^wd,  singly  or  in 
companies,  without  pass  or  passport;  and, 
without  obstmction,  to  aqloam  there  as 
long  as  they  pleased ;  to  go  where  they 
pleased  at  every  hour  of  the  day  or  night 
witiiout  molestation,  unless  they  committed 
some  violation  of  law  for  which  a  white 
man  would  bo  punished ;  and  it  would  give 
them  the  fuU  liberty  of  speech  In  public 
and  private*  upon  all  subjects  upon  wliich 
its  own  citizens  might  speak ;  to  hold  pub- 
lic meetings  upon  polttleal  aflUra,  and  to 
keep  and  carry  arms  wherever  they  went. 
And  all  of  this  would  be  done  in  the  face 
of  the  subject  race  of  the  same  color,  both 
free  and  slaves,  and  inevitably  producing 
discontent  and  insubordination  among  them, 
and  endangoing  the  peaee  and  aantj  of 
the  State."  , 

Having  tlius  determined,  to  his 
own  satisfaction,  that  Dred  Scott, 
being  a  negro  and  descended  from 
davcs,  had  no  right  to  bring  this 
suit,  and  no  atanding  in  the  Federal 
Ooiuts,  and  that  the  Court  has  no 
authorily  in  the  premiaee^  the  Chief 
Justice  proceeds  to  iaks  jurisdiction, 
in  order  to  obtain  a  footing  from 
which  to  nullify  the  Mis.^onri  Restric- 
tion and  deny  the  riglit  of  Congress  to 
exclude  Slavery  from  any  territt>ry. 
To  this  end,  he  affirms  that  that 
dauBO  of  the  Constitution  (Art.  XY. 


§  3)  which  says  "  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  dispose  of  and  make  all 
needful  niles  and  regulations  respect- 
ing the  territory  or  other  property 
belonging  to  the  United  States,"  ap- 
plies only  tQ  such  territory  as  be- 
longed to  the  TTnited  States  at  the 
time  the  Codstitation  was  fpoiedl 
The  territory  oof  ered  by  ihe  ICa- 
Bouri  Eeetriction,  having  ^  been^ 
aoqnized  gince  that  tiniey  is  no^^j^*^ 
his  view,  subject  to  this  provision. 

He  i>roceed6  to  affirm  that,  by  the 
mere  fact  of  our  acquiring  territory, 
"  the  Government  and  the  citizen 
both  enter  it  under  the  authority  of 
the  Constitution;"  in  other  words, 
that  the  Constltutbn  takes  e£feot 
upon  any  territory  that  onr  Govern* 
ment  may  acqnire,  at  the  instant  of 
sneh^aoqiiisition,  in  such  manner  as 
to  ereate  and  uphold  the  right  of 
every  slaveholder  to  take  his  slaves 
thither  and  hold  them  there  as  ])roj> 
erty.  But  this  particuhir  and  only 
clause  of  the  Constitution  relating 
to  territory  has  no  api>lication  or 
subsisting  validity;  because,  if  it 
had,  it  might  enable  Congress  to 
prohibit  Shivery  therain.  .TheCli$«f 
Justice^  therefore^  nullifies  the  Mis- 
Bouri  Kestriction,.  and  all  Id^idred 
restrictions,  in  the  following  terms : 

"Upon  these  oonrideratlona,  it  la  the 

opinion  of  the  Court  that  the  aet  of  Con- 
gress which  prohibited  a  citizen  from  hold- 
ing property  of  this  kind  in  the  territory  of 

the  Vnitod  States  north  of  the  line  therein 
lueutioned,  is  not  warranted  by  the  Consti- 
tution, and  it  is  therefore  void;  and  that 
neither  Dred  Scott  himself,  nor  any  of  his 
family,  were  made  free  by  being  carri^ 
into  this  territory,  even  ff  they  had  been 
carried  there  by  the  owner,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  becoming  a  permanent  resident." 

But  Dred's  freedom  was  claimed 
on  still  another  ground ;  viz. :  that 
he  had  been  taken  by  his  master  to 
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the  Free  State  of  Hljjbia,  and  tiere 
retained  some  two-'or  three  ye^. 
But  tlii:^  the  CUrtf  Jtl^^tice  disposes 
of  l)y  declaring  that  his  claim  \vai> 
not  properly  before  the  court ;  that 
the  question  raised  hy  it  was  to  be 
adjudged  by  the  triWuxuds  of  Mi&- 
Bouri  alone;  and  lie  %onolndes  as 
iblhywa': 

"TTpoii  iho  \rTiol<v  thoroforc,  it  is  tho 

•  '•Jlfa  of  il^w  Cowt,  that  it  appears  by 

tbeVMord  Ifefore  ja  that  the  plaintiff  in 

«rroi*j3  m't  a  c;ti?:en  of  Ml.s.'*o;iri,  in  the 
MDse  in -^'ii  lull  that  word  is  used  in  tho 
ConstttutiQjp  ;l^f|  duit  the  Ciroait  Oonrt 
fif  thxi  riii;?>l  Suites,  for  tliat  rea'^on.  liad 
no  juri^ictluix  in  the  9aa<x,  ami  could  give 
no  Jadgment  invit.  Pto  judgment  for  the 
defondiuit  imist.  '('ODB0<^uently,  l>e  reversed, 
and  a  mandut^itisued,  directing  the  suit  to 
be  diwnii«o<y5Hrqptjaf  j  urisdiction." 

Jnsdee  wayne,  of  G^rgia,  con- 
curred ^entirely  in  the  opinion  of 

the  Court,  as  written  and  read  by 
tno  Chit  f  Justice,  withont  any  qiiali- 
fieation  of  its  reasoning  or  its  oon- 

cluBions." 

Justice  Nelson,  of  New  York,  con- 
curred also  in  the  conclusion  of  the 
Conrt,  and  favored  an  astonished 
world  with  the  following  sample  of 
judioial  logic: 

"  If  Congresa  posaosses  ymwer,  under  tlie 
Constitntion,  to  abolish  Slavery  in  a  terri- 
tory, it  must  neeessarily  posscjw  the  like  ', 
power  to  eatabUiH  ik  It  cannot  be  a  one- 
sided power,  as  may  trait  tJio  convenience 
or  particular  views  of  the  advocates.  It  is 
a  j)ower,  if  it  eikt  tt  all,  orer  the  whole 
eubject." 

But  the  power  aijainst  which  Mr. 
lsels«»n  is  contending  is  a  power  to 
prohibit  by  legislation  certain  fonns 
of  injustice  and  immorahty.  If, 
then,  according  to  his  reasoning, 
Congress  shoold,  by  law,  prohibit 
adultery,  theft,  bnzglaiy,  and  rnnrder, 
in  the  territories  of  the  ITm<m,  it 
"W'-nlfl  thereby  affinn  and  <M^i>bHifK 
its  right  to  reward  and  eooooxage 
tiiose  crimes. 
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3ktr.  Justice  G  j  ior;  <  f  Pennsylvania, 
■emitted  all  the  additional  light  he 
had  power  to  slied  on  the  subject  in  * 
the  following  commendably  brief,  but 
not  otherwise  connneudablo, opinion: 

'*I  coticur  in  the  opinion  delivered  by 
Mr.  Jnstiee  Nelson  on  the  questiou  dis- 
cussed by  IiiiM. 

I  also  concur  with  the  opinion  .of  the 
Conrt,  as  delivered  by  the  Chief  flostioe, 

that  the  act  of  Coiifrress  of  GtJi.  of  March, 
1820,  is  uncoustitutionol  and  void:  and 
that,  aasnminff  the  fhets  as  stated  in  the 
opinion,  tho  plaintiff  cannot  sue  tt^  a  citizen 
of  ilissouri  in  the  courts  of  ti»e  l^^nited 
States.  But,  that  the  record  shows  a  />r/ma 
fane  case  of  jurisdiction,  re(inirinf/ 1!;.-  Court 
to  decide  all  the  questions  properly  arising 
in  it;  and  as  the  decision  of  the  pleas  in  bar 
shows  that  tlio 'plaitU'lT  h  n  slave,  and 
therefore  not  entitled  to  sue  in  a  court  of 
the  United  ^tates,  the  fomof  tiiejodgment 
ia  of  Jittlo  ithportanoe;  for,  w!i';!ur  tho 
judgment  be  albnned  or  dismissed  lor  want 
of  jurisdiction,  it  is  justified  by  tho  deoialoiii 
of  tho  Court,  and  is  tlio  s.nmo  ia  eflEbet 
between  the  parties  to  tho  suit." 

Mr.  Justice  Daniel,  of  Yiririnia. 
in  announcing  las  opinion,  seemed 
appalled  by  tiie  magnitude  of  the 
issues  iny<^Ted  in  the  question  be- 
f  )re  the  Ckrart  The  tremor  and  awe 
with  whidi  he  had  approached  the 
subject  may  have  blunted  his  judicial 
acumen,  since  his  exhibitions  of  it 
were  mainlj'  confined  to  such  asser- 
tions as  these : 

"Now,  the  following  are  tmths  wliir  h  a 
knowledge  of  the  history  of  the  world,  and 
particularly  of  that  of  our  own  country, 
compels  us  to  know — that  tlie  African  negro 
race  hare  nerer  been  acknowledged  as  be- 
lono-ini;  to  tlio  fatnlly  of  nations;  that  as 
amongst  them  there  never  has  been  known 
or  reeognized  by  the  inhabitants  of  other 
countries  anythiufr  partakiiifr  of  tho  charac- 
ter of  nationality,  or  civil  or  political  polity ; 
that  this  race  has  been,  by  all  the  nations 
of  Europe,  regarded  ns  Buhjects  of  capture 
or  purchase,  as  subjects  of  commerce  or 
traffle;  and  that  the  Introdnotion  of  that 
race  into  every  sectt(m  of  this  country  WSS 
not  as  members  of  civil  or  i>olitical  socie^, 
bnt  as  aiAvtit—M  property^  m  the  atrietsst 
senae  of  tlieterm/^ 

He  proceeded  in  this  vehi  denj 
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the  riglit  or  power  of  any  State  to 
elevate  peroous  (or,  as  he  would  say, 
,  property)  of  African  descent  to  citi- 
zenship of  the  United  States,  "by 
any  dLneot  or  indirect  proceeding," 
80  SB  to  entitle  them  to  sue,  or  be 
med,  in  the  Federal  tribunals.  And, 
haTing  thus  put  Dred  Scott  oat  of 
oonrt,  and  iiiii.shed  the  case,  he  pro- 
ceeds to  deal  with  the  political  ques- 
tions introduced  and  discussed  hv 
Cliief  Justice  Taney,  in  order  "to 
put  them  linally  to  rest."  lie  is 
horror-struck  at  the  "inequalities," 
the  disfranchisement,  and  the  degra- 
dation, involved  in  the  prohiMtion 
of  Slaveiy  in  the  Federal  territories, 
which  he  reprehends  and  stigmatizes 
as  follows : 

"Kotbing  can  Lo  more  conclusive  to  show 
the  equality  of  this  with  every  other  right 
in  all  the  citizens  of  the  tTnlted  States,  and 
the  iniquity  and  absurdity  of  the  pretension 
to  exolnde  or  to  disfranchise  a  portion  of 
them,  becanse  they  are  the  owners  of  slaves 
tliiin  th(i  fact  that  the  same  instrument, 
which  imparts  to  Congress  its  very  exist- 
ence, and  its  every  ftanction,  guarantees  to 
the  slavc'lidldt  r  the  title  to  his  proportv, 
and  gives  him  the  right  to  its  reclamation 
throaffhont  the  entire  extent  of  the  nation ; 
and,  farther,  that  the  only  private  property 
which  the  Ouustitutiou  has  »p«cijicallij  rc- 
eagniMtdj  and  has  imposed  it  as  a  direct  ob- 
ligation, botli  on  the  States  nii<l  the  Federal 
Government,  to  protect  aii<l  cn/oree,  h  the 
property  of  die  master  in  liis  t-luvc ;  no  other 
right  of  property  is  placed  by  the  CoiKtitu- 
tion  Mpon  the  same  higli  ground,  uor  shield- 
ed by  a  fliinilar  guarantee." 

There  is  much  more  of  this,  but 
the  above  must  soffioe.  Mr.  Daniel, 
poabing  his  doctrines  to  theur  legiti- 
mate resnlty  prononnoea  the  (Mi- 
nance  of  '87  only  equal  in  constitu- 
tionality and  validity  with  the  Mis^ 
souri  Eestriction — that  is  to  say,  es^ 
sentially  null  and  void. 

Mr.  Justice  Campbell,  of  Alabama, 


followed  with  a  general  assent  to  the 
views  of  Chief  Justice  Taney. 

Mr.  Justice  Catron,  of  Tennessee, 
concurs  with  «histice  Kelson,  that 
Dred  8eott  has  no  right  to  freedom, 
at  ilie  hands  of  .this  court,  on  the 
ground  of  his  two  years'  residenoe  in 
Illinois;  but  be  dissents  from  the 
Chief  Justice's  notion  that  the  power 
over  the  territories,  expressly  ^ven 
to  Congress  by  the  Constitution,  has 
no  force  or  application  hrynnd  the 
territory  possessed  hy  us;  when  that 
Constitution  was  framed.  In  fact, 
as  be  bad  been  jiangiug  men  for  the 
last  twenty  years  under  this  very 
power,  he  could  not  well  do  other- 
wise. He  says : 

"  It  is  due  to  myself  to  say,  thnt  it  is  ask* 
ing  much  of  a  judge,  who  has  for  nearly 
twenty  years  been  exercising  jnrisdiotion 
from  the  West<'rn  Missouri  lino  to  the  Rocky 
Moontains,  and,  on  this  understanding  of 
the  ConstitDtionf  inflicting  the  extreme 
penalty  of  death  for  crimes  committed 
where  the  direct  legislation  of  Congress  was 
the  only  mie,  to  agree  tliafe  he  had  aU  the 
while  been  acting  in  mistake,  and  as  an 
usurper. 

More  Hhui  sixty  years  have  passed  away 

since  Congress  has  exercised  power  to  gov- 
ern the  territories,  hy  its  legislation  directly, 
or  by  territorial  ehartere^  rahjeot  to  repeal 
at  all  times;  and  it  is  now  too  lat<?  to  cftll 
that  power  in  question,  if  this  Coart  could 
disregard  its  own  dedaiona,  whjdi  it  cannot 
do,  as  I  think." 

Several  points  in  his  opinion  eTinoe 
a  sturdy  independence ;  yet  be  con- 
cludes that  that  clause  of  the  Consti- 
tution "which  provides  tliat  "  tlie  citi- 
zens of  each  State  sliall  be  entitled  to 
all  privileges  and  immunities  of  citi- 
zens in  the  several  States,"  givea 
slaveholders  an  indefeasible  right  to 
carry  their  slaves  into^  and  hold  them 
in,  tiie  territories. 

CoL  JBenton^  obperves  that  the 


*  In  his  "  Historical  and  Legal  Examination  of 
that  part  of  (he  Dedsion  of  the  Supreme  Court, 


in  the  Dred  Soott  oaes,  whioh  declares  the  un- 
eooatitntionali^  of  the  WaKnui  Oonftaniaa" 
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opinion  of  the  Court,  as  pronoonced 
bv  Chief  Justice  Tanev  in  this  cele- 
brated  case,  is,  in  o--^ence,  but  an 
am]>liiicatiun  of  cfM-tain  re><>lve^^  sub- 
luitted  by  Mr.  Culliniiri  to  the  United 
States  kSeunte,  in  February,  1847,  in 
the  following  language : 

Retolttd^  That  the  Territories  of  the 
ITnlted  States  belong  to  the  several  State* 

corjiposin^'-  this  I'nion,  and  are  held  bythem 
as  their  juint  aud  commoa  property. . 
**Se»lted,  That  CJongrees,  as  the  Joint 

acont  and  rcprc^ontative  of  the  States  of 
the  Unioq,  has  uo  right  to  make  any  law,  or 
do  any  act  whatever,  that  shall  direotly,  or 

by  its  c-flV'-  ts,  iriakcj  any  discrimination  be- 
tween Uio  StJites  of  this  Union,  by  which 
any  one  of  them  shall  bo  deprived  of  its  fbll 
and  eqnal  ri},'hts  in  the  territory  of  the 
United  States,  acquired  or  to  be  ac<iuircd. 

lifwlretl.  That  the  enactment  of  any 
law  whieh  would  directly,  or  by  its  etTe<-t-(. 
deprive  tho  eitizeiis  of  any  of  tlie  t?tut(.'s  of 
thisHnioD  from  enii^rratin?,  with  their  prop- 
ertv.  into  any  of  tbo  Territories  of  the 
I  nited  .Statxjs,  uould  make  i^uch  adiHcriniin- 
ation ;  and  would,  therefore,  be  a  violation 
of  the  Constitution,  imd  tbo  rif^bts  of  tlio 
States  from  which  sucli  citizens  eniigruted, 
and  in  derogation  of  that  perfect  eqnality 
which  belonps  to  them  as  members  of  this 
I'nion,  and  would  tend  directly  to  aubvcrL 

tho  Union  itMlt" 

The  leBolve  ffabmitted  to  the  Bern* 
ocratlc  Kstional  Conveiitioii  of  1848, 
by  Ifr.  "William  L.  Yancey,  and  un- 
ceremoniously rejected  by  it,  216  to 
30,  as  will  have  been  seen  * — Bets  forth 
the  Bame  doctrine  more  concisely  and 
abrn])tly. 

Col.  Benton,  himself  a  life  long 
slaveholder  and  upholder  of  Slavery, 
thus  forcibly  refutes,*  from  a  conser^ 
-vitiTe  and  legal  standpoint,  the  CSaI> 
bomi-Tanoey  dogma: 

**Tlie  prohibition  of  Slavery  in  a  territory 

is  assumed  to  work  an  inequality  in  tho 
States,  allowing  one  part  to  carry  it«  property 
with  it— the  other,  not  This  is  a  mistake 
— a  preat  error  of  fact — the  sonrco  of  great 
errors  of  deduction.  The  citizens  of  all  tho 
Statea,  free  and  slave,  are  predsely  equal  in 
their  capacity  to  carry  their  jirofierty  with 


them  into  territories.  Each  may  carry  what- 
ever is  property  by  the  luwa  of  nature :  nei- 
ther can  carry  that  which  is  only  property 
by  statute  law  ;  and  the  reason  is.  her/ntnp  he 
cannot  carnf  leith  him  the  law  which  makbs 
it  properti/.  Hither  may  carry  the  thinff 
which  is  tlic  suiijict  of  this  local  property; 
but  neither  can  carry  the  law  whieh  makes 
it  SO.  The  Virginian  nay  carry  hi.s  man- 
slave;  but  he  cannot  c.irry  tho  Virginian 
law  which  make*  him  a  slave.  The  citi- 
zen of  Masflachnsetts  may  cany  the  pile  of 
money  which,  under  a£)tate  law,  constitutes  a 
bank ;  but  he  cannot  carry  the  law  or  char- 
ter which  makc^i  it  a  bank :  and  his  treasure 
is  only  a  pile  of  money;  and,  l>esides  being 
impossible,  it  would  be  absurd,  and  confu- 
sion Confounded,  to  bo  otberwiso.  For.  if 
the  citizen  of  one  State  may  carry  his  Slave 
State  law  with  him  into  a  territory,  the  citi- 
zens  of  every  otlier  Sl.ivo  St.ato  mi>;ht  do  the 
.«ame;  and  then  what  Babylonish  confusion, 
not  merely  of  tongoes,  bnt  of  laws,  wonld  be 
found  therol  Fii"tcen  ditTerent  codes,  a.s  tho 
Slave  States  now  number,  and  more  to  come. 
For  every  Slave  State  has  a  servile  oode  of 
its  own,  ditTerin;;  from  otiiers  in  some  re- 
s])ect9 — and  in  some,  radically :  as  much  so 
as  land,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  differs  from 
cattle.  Thn*;.  in  some  States,  as  in  Vir{.'inia 
and  others,  slaves  are  only  chattels:  in  oth- 
ers,  aa  in  Kentaoicy  and  Louisiana,  they  are 
real  estate.  How  would  all  these  codes  work 
together  in  a  territory  under  the  wiug  of  tlie 
c  onsdcution,  protecting  all  equally;  no  law  of 
Congress  there,  or  (»f  the  territory,  to  reoon- 
cile  and  harmonize  them  by  A  inning  them  Into 
one ;  no  law  to  puttho  protecting  po w  er  of  the 
Constitution  into  action  ;  but  of  itself,  by  its 
own  pro{)cr  vigor,  it  is  to  give  general  aud 
equal  protection  to  all  slttveholders  in  the  en- 
joyment of  their  property — each,  according 
to  the  law  of  the  State  from  which  he  camel 
For,  there  being  no  power  in  Congress,  OT 
the  Territorial  Legislature,  to  legislate  upon 
Slavery,  the  whole  subject  is  lefl  to  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  State  law  I  that  law  which 
cannot  cross  the  State  line  I  and  that  Con- 
stitution which  gives  protection  to  slave 
jiroperty  but  in  one  instimce,  an<l  that  only 
in  States,  not  in  Territories — the  single  in- 
stance of  recovering  runaways.  The  Oon- 
•titntion  protect  slave  property  in  a  terri- 
toiy  I  when,  by  that  instrument,  a  runaway 
from  the  territory  or  into  the  territory  can- 
not be  reclaimed !  Beautiful  constitntionjd 
protection  tliat !  only  one  clause  under  it  to 
protect  slave  property;  and  that  limited,  in 
express  words,  to  fugitives  between  State 
and  State  1  and  but  one  clause  ia  it  to  pro- 
tect the  master  against  his  tlsvea,  and  that 
limited  to  States  I  and  but  ODO  daase  in  it 
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I  In  hto  "ETamination,"  afixMsid. 
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to  tax  slaves  as  property,  and  that  limited  I 
to  Statesl  atid  liut  one  olaoae  in  it  t<»  ; 

give  a  qualiliid  rtprosentjitiiin  t«  Cou-  i 
grws,  and  that  limited  to  >Stutus.  No;  the 
thing  is  impossible.  The  owner  cannot 
caiTv  his  Slave  Stfit<«  law  witli  !iim  into  the 
Territory ;  nor  can  in-  carry  it  into  anotlier  i 
Slave  State,  but  nui^'t  take  the  law  wblch>he 
fni<lrt  tluTo.  and  liuvc  liis  |)roj)erty  {jovemetl 
by  it ;  and,  in  iconic  instances,  wholly  chatiged 
by  it,  and  rights  kwt,  or  aoqoired,  by  the 
obfinge." 

To  the  saiTK'  effect,  Mr.  Webster, 
when  resistiiiix,  in  ls4s,  tlio  atrem])t, 
on  a  bill  uri^.'uii/in^  tlie  Territdry  (>f 
Oregon,  to  fasten  a  "•  rider'  extend- 
ing the  Slave  line  of  86°  SO^  to  the 
Padfioy  r^bted  this  doetrine  u  fol- 
lows: 

"The  Bonthem  Senators  snr  wo  deprive 

tbem  of  the  ri^'ht  to  po  iiitn  fin- ■  t.cn  ly  ac- 
quired territories  witii  their  property.  Wo 
eertainly  do  not  preTent  them  from  going 
into  those  territories  with  what  is,  in  gen- 
eral law,  called  property.  But  the.'^e  States 
have,  by  their  local  lawe,  created  a  proin  rty 
in  jiersons;  and  they  cannot  carry  tli.  st-  lo- 
cal laws  with  them.  Slavery  is  created  and 
exists  by  a  local  lair,  which  Is  limited  to  a 
certain  section;  and  it  is  asked  that  Con- 
gress slioll  cstablitih  a  local  law  in  other  ter- 
ritories to  enable  Southern  Senators  to  carry 
their  particnlar  law  Avith  tliem.  No  man 
can  be  held  as  a  slave  unless  the  local  law 
aoQompany  him.'* 

Juptioe  McLean,  of  Obio,  in  his 
opinion  (Ht»senting  from  lb;tt  of  the 
Court  iu  tlik  case  of  i)red  Scott, 

Will  it  bo  said  that  the  slave  is  taken  as 
|»ropertj,  the  same  as  other  property  which 

the  master  may  own?  To  this  I  answer, 
that  colored  persons  'are  made  property  by 
the  law  of  the  State,  and  no  snch  power  has 
been  given  to  C'on>xres,s.  Docs  tin;  tnanter 
carry  with  him  the  law  of  the  Stale  I'roni 
which  he  removes  into  the  territory  ?  and 
does  that  enable  birn  to  coerce  hi-i  slave  i;i 
the  territory?  Let  ns  test  tlii*  theory :  If 
this  may  bo  done  by  a  master  from  oneSSlave 
Stato,  it  may  1)0  done  by  a  master  froin  every 
Other  Slave  State.  This  right  is  supposed 
to  bo  connected  with  tlie  person  of  the  nnia- 
ter,  by  yirtae  of  tiie  local  law.  Is  it  traos- 
ferable  ?  May  it  l)0  negotiated  iis  a  proniis- 
Hory  note  or  bill  of  exchan;xe  ?  1 1"  it  be  assign- 
ed tO  a  man  from  aFree  State,  may  he  couroe 


the  slave  by  virtue  of  it?  What  shall  this  thing 
be  denominated  ?  Is  it  personal  or  real  prop- 
erty ?  Or  is  it  an  indetinable  fragmeotof  sove- 
reignty, whicii  every  person  carrieewlth  him 
from  his  late  domicile  ?  One  thiiig  is  certain, 
that  its  origin  has  been  very  recent,  and  it  is 
unknown  to  the  laws  of  any  civilized  country. 
It  is  said  that  the  territories  are  the  common 
property  of  the  States,  and  that  every  man 
has  a  right  to  go  there  with  his  property. 
This  is  not  rontroverted.  Hut  tlie  Court 
say,  a  slave  is  n«it  properly  beyond  the 
operation  of  the  local  law  which  makes 
him  snch.  Never  was  a  truth  more  anthor- 
itjitively  and  justly  uttered  by  man.  Sap- 
pose  a  master  of  a  slavo  in  n  British  island 
owned  a  million  of  property  in  England; 
would  that  authorize  him  to  take  his  slares 
with  him  to  England  t  The  Oonstitntlon, 
in  express  terms,  recognizes  tlie  »'atu»  of 
Slavery  as  founded  on  the  municipal  law : 
*No  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one 
State,  uri'/er  the  latrg  thereof,  escaping  to 
another,  shall,'  etc.  Now,  unless  the  fujp- 
tive  eeeape  from  a  place  where,  by  the 
municipal  law,  he  is  held  to  labor,  this 
provision  aflfords  no  remedy  to  the  master. 
What  can  be  more  conclnmve  than  thisf 
Suj)pose  a  slave  escape  from  a  territory 
where  Slavery  is  not  authorized  by  law,  can 
ho  bo  reclaimed?  In  this  case,  a  majority 
of  the  Court  have  said  that  a  slavo  may  bo 
Uiken  l»y  his  master  into  a  territory  of  the 
lJnite<l  States  the  same  as  a  horse,  or  any 
other  kind  of  property.  It  is  true,  this  was 
said  by  the  Court,  as  al-n  many  ()tlier  things, 
which  are  of  no  ntr li()rity.  Nothing  that 
lifis  been  said  by  them,  which  li.is  not  a  di- 
rect bearing  un  the  jurisdiction  of  tlio  Court, 
against  which  they  decided,  can  bo  consid- 
ered as  authority.  I  shall  certainly  not  re- 
gard it  as  such.  The  question  of  jurisdiction, 
being  before  the  Court,  was  decided  by  them 
authoritatively,  but  nothing  beyond  that 
question.  A  slave  i.s  not  a  mero  chattel. 
He  bears  the  itnpress  of  his  Maker,  and  is 
amenable  to  the  laws  of  (rod  and  man ;  and 
he  is  destined  to  an  endless  existence,** 

To  tbc  same  elFect,  Justice  Curtia, 
of  Mixs.saolnir^etta,  in  ]ns  dissentinj^ 
opinion,  tlius  traverses  the  judgmcut 
of  tlie  Court : 

"Is  it  conceivable  that  tho  Constitution 
has  eoaftrred  the  right  on  every  citizen  to 
become  a  resident  on  tlie  territory  of  tho 
I'nited  States  with  his  slaves,  and  there  to 
hold  them  as  snch,  bnt  baa  neither  made 
nor  provided  for  any  municipal  regulations 
which  were  essonti.al  to  tho  existence  of  Sla- 
very! Is  it  not  nion'  rational  to  conclude 
that  they  who  framed  and  adopted  the  Oon- 
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Btitntion  were  aware  that  persons  held  to 
semce  tinder  the  laws  of  a  State  are  prop- 
erty only  to  tlie  extent  and  under  the  condi- 
tions fixed  by  those  lanrs;  and  that  they 
mast  cease  to  be  available  as  property  when 
their  owners  voluntarily  place  them  perma- 
neatly  within  aaotber  jurisdiction,  where 
no  mnnieipal  lavs  <m  the  subject  of  Skvory 
exist? 

"Moreover,  if  the  right  exists,  what  are 
ita  limits,  and  what  are  its  conditions  ?  If 

citizoiis  of  the  United  States  have  a  rit,'ht  to 
take  their  slaves  to  a  Territory,  and  hold 
*  tbetn  there  as  slaves,  without  regard  to  the 
laws  of  the  TcrritDry.  T  suppose  this  rij^ht  is 
not  to  bo  restricted  to  the  citizens  of  slavo- 
holdin?  States.  A  eitizen  of  a  State  which 
does  iK^t  tolerate  Slavery  can  hardly  be  deni- 
ed the  power  ot  doing  tiie  same  thing.  And 
irhat  law  of  Slavery  does  either  take  with 

him  to  the  Territory?  If  it  be  said  to  be 
thoaelaws  respecting  Slavery  which  existed 
In  the  particular  State  from  which  each  slave 
last  came,  what  an  anomaly  if  this !  Where 
else  can  we  find,  under  the  laws  of  any  civil- 
ised country,  the  power  to  intpodnce  and 
pennanontly  (•<niti!iue  diverse  systems  of 
foreign  municipal  law,  fur  holding  persons 

Jnstioe  CnrtaB  is  an  ultra  oonseiTa- 

tive  of  the  Stat&^treet  (Boston)  Bchool 
—a  life-lung  follower  of  Mr.  Webster, 
especially  in  his  later  and  more  lamen  t- 
able  flavs — and  yet  his  opinion  deliv- 
ered in  this  case  cvincc-s  considerahly 
more  freedom  and  boldness  than  that 
of  Judge  McLean.  Thoiigli  couched 
in  judicial  and  respectful  language, 
it  constantly,  and  pretty  clearly,  inti- 
mates not  merely  that  tlie  judgment 
of  the  Court  is  contrary  bodi  to  law 
and  to  ftct,  hot  that  its  authors  well 
know  such  to  be  the  case.  In  reply 
to  Chief  Justice  Taney's  disquisition 
as  to  the  opinions  and  v^ievrs  of  our 
Il*>vohitionary  statesmen,  Mr.  Curtis 
bluntly  says  : 

To  determine  whether  anv  free  persons, 
desoended  from  Africans  held  in  Slavery, 
were  citizens  of  tlio  United  States  nnder  the 
Coafbderation,  and  consequently  at  tiie  time 
of  the  adoption  of  the  Oonstitntion  of  the 
United  States,  it  is  only  nore-^'Jary  to  know 
whether  such  pers<ms  were  citizens  of  either 
of  th«  States  under  the  Confederation,  at 
tiie  ttme  of  the  adoption  of  tha  Ooottitatiioii. 


Of  this,  there  can  bo  no  doubt  At  the 
time  of  the  ratification  of  the  Articles  of 
Confederation,  all  free,  native-born  inhab- 
itants of  the  States  of  New  Ilaiupshire, 
Massachusetts,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  and 
North  Carolina,  though  descended  from 
Afrioan  slaves,  were  not  ouly  citizens  of 
those  l^tea.  trat  snch  of  them  as  had  the 
other  necessary  qualifications  possessed  the 
franchise  of  electors,  on  equal  terms  wiibi 
other  ottimiui." 

He  proceeds  to  cite,  in  support  of 

this  averment,  the  judgment  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Xorth  Carolina  in 
the  case  of  tlio  State  against  Manuel, 
wherein  AVilliani  Gaston — by  far  the 
most  eminent  jurist  of  wliom  tliat 
State  could  ever  boast — pronounced 
the  opinion  of  the  CSourt  in  the  fiA- 
lowing  terms : 

According  to  the  laws  of  this  State,  all 
human  beings  within  it.  who  are  not  slaves, 
fall  within  one  of  two  olas><e><.  Wliatever 
distinctions  may  have  e.\iste<l  in  the  Homan 
laws  between  citisena  and  tree  inhabitants, 
they  are  unknown  to  our  institutions.  Be- 
fore our  Kevuliitioii,  all  free  persons  born 
within  the  dominions  of  the  King  of  Oreat 
Britain,  whatever  tli 'ir  color  or  complexion, 
were  native  born  llritish  subjects  —  those 
bom  out  of  his  allegianco  were  aliens.  Sla- 
very did  not  exist  in  England,  but  it  did  in 
the  British  Colonies.  Slaves  were  not,  in 
legal  parlance,  personsi,  but  property.  The 
moment  the  incapacity,  the  disqualification 
of  Slavery  was  removed,  they  became  per- 
sons, and  were  then  either  British  subjects, 
or  not  iiritish  sntyects,  according  as  they 
were  or  were  not  bora  within  the  allegiance 
of  the  British  kin;^.  Upon  the  Revolution, 
no  other  change  took  place  in  the  laws  of 
Korth  Carolina  than  was  eonseqnrat  on  the 
transition  from  a  ooloiij  dependent  on  a  Kii- 
ropean  king  to  a  free  and  sovereign  State. 
Slaves  remaned  daves.  Dritish  snbjeots  in 
North  Carolina  Ijecaine  North  Carolina  free- 
men. Foreigners,  until  made  members  of 
the  State,  remained  aliens.  Slaves,  naniH 
initted  here,  beejinie  freemen  ;  and  theretnre,, 
if  born  within  North  Carolina,  are  citizens 
of  Xorth  Gsrolina ;  and  all  ft«e  persons  bora 
witliin  the  State  are  born  citizens  of  the 
State.  The  Constitution  extended  the  eIeo< 
tive  franchise  to  every  freemaa  who  bad 
arrived  at  the  ajre  of  twenty-one,  and  paid  a 
public  tax ;  and  it  is  a  matter  of  universal 
notoriety,  that,  under  it,  free  persons,  witb- 
oat  regard  to  oolor,  ohumed  and  exercised 


Digitized  by  Google 


263 


IHE  JLKE&IOAN  CONFLICT. 


the  franohiie,  unto  ifc  WM  taken  frrai  fbeemen 
of  color  a  few  yaaia  ainoe^  bj  our  amendad 

OoDstitutiou/' 

Continuing  liit^  review  of  the  Chief 
Justice's  assumptions,  Judge  Curtis 
B&ys : 

**  It  baa  hwa  often  asierted  that  the  Con- 

atitntion  was  made  cxolnsivoly  by  and  for 
the  white  race.  It  has  already  been  shown 
that,  in  five  of  the  thirteen  original  States, 

colored  persons  then  ii(»->e<'ieil  the  eloetive 
franchise,  and  were  among  those  br  whom 
the  Oonstitntion  was  ordained  and  estab- 

lislied.  If  so,  it  is  nt)t  tnie,  iu  jxiint  of 
fact,  that  tlie  Oonstitutioa  was  made  ex- 
clodveiy  by  the  white  race.  And  that  it 
vas  niu'li'  t  xi  lusively^r  the  white  race  in, 
iu  my  opiui-;!!,  not  only  an  assumption  not 
warranted  by  anytliiu^  in  the  Constitution, 
but  contrailirfed  by  its  open  deelaratioti, 
that  it  wu.-*  ordained  utid  established  by  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  for  themselvi-s 
and  tlieir  j>i"<terity.    And,  as  free  colored 

Sersond  were  then  citizens  of  at  least  tive 
tates,  and  so,  in  every  sense,  part  of  the 
people  of  the  I'liit.d  States,  thoy  were 
amonp  those  for  whom  and  whose  posterity 
the  Coustitntion  waa  ord^ned  and  es- 
tablished-" 

Judge  Curtis  is  not  content  with 
refuting  the  logic  of  the  Chief  Jus- 
t!«  e.  lie  seizes  the  weapons  of  liIs 
antatroni>t  and  turns  them  again.st 
liim  with  decided  efiect.  Witness 
the  following : 

**I  do  not  deem  It  neoeaaary  to  reriew  at 

length  the  legislation  of  Congress  having 
more  or  less  bearing  upon  the  citizenahip 
of  colored  persona.  It  does  not  seem  to  me 
to  have  any  considerable  tendency  to  prove 
that  it  has  been  considered  by  the  legiala- 
tiTe  department  of  the  Government  that  no 
snch  persons  are  citizens  of  1!h"  Tuited 
States.  Undoubtedly,  they  havo  been  de- 
barred iVom  the  exercise  of  partienlar  rights 
or  privileges  extended  to  white  persona, 
but,  I  believe,  always  in  terms  which,  by 
implication,  admit  that  they  may  be  citi- 
zens. ThuH,  tlie  act  of  May  17,  1792,  for 
the  organization  of  the  militia,  directs  the 
•  enrollment  of  every  * fk«e,  able-lwdied,  white 
male  citizen.'  An  assumption  that  none 
but  white  persons  are  citizens,  would  be  as 
Inoonsiatent  with  tlic  just  import  of  this 
language,  aa  that  all  oitizeos  are  able-l>odiedf 
or  males. 

So  the  act  of  Febmary  28, 1808  (3  Stat 


at  Large^  205),  (o  prevent  the  fanportatioii 

of  certain  person-;  into  States,  when,  by  the 
laws  tliereof^  their  admission  is  prohibited, 
in  its  first  section  fbrbids  all  masters  of  ves- 

M-'ls  to  import  or  bring  'any  negro,  mulatto, 
or  other  person  of  color,  not  being  a  natives 
a  cititm,  or  registered  seaman  of  uie  United 
States,*  etc,  etc. 

The  acts  of  March  3,  1813,  §  1  (2  Slat, 
at  larfft^  800),  and  March  1, 1817,  §  8  (8 
Stat,  at  Lanjc,  Sol"),  concerning  seamen, 
certainly  imply  that  there  may  be  persons  of 
color,  natives  of  tlic  I'nited  Statee,  who  are 
not  citizens  of  tlie  United  States.  This 
implication  is  undoubtedly  in  accordance 
with  the  fact.  P^or  not  only  slaves,  bat 
free  persons  of  color,  born  in  some  of  the 
States,  are  not  citizens.  But  tiiere  is  notliing 
in  iIk  so  laws  inconsi^ti  iit  with  the  eitizen- 
sliip  of  person*!  of  cwlnr  in  others  of  the 
States,  nor  with  their  being  citizens  of  the 
Uniti'd  States. 

Whether  much  or  little  weight  should 
be  attached  to  the  particular  phraseology  of 
these  and  other  laws,  which  were  not 
passed  with  any  direct  reference  to  tlio 
euhject,  I  consider  their  tendency  to  be, 
as  already  indicated,  to  show  that,  in  tlM 
apprehension  of  their  fraiuers,  color  was 
not  a  necessary  qualitication  for  cititenahip. 
It  would  1)0  strange,  if  laws  were  found  on 
our  statute-book  to  that  effect,  when,  by 
solemn  treaties,  large  bodiea  of  Mexican 
and  North  American  Indians,  as  well  as 
free  colored  persons  of  Lonisiana,  have 
been  admitted  to  oitiieiiahip  of  the  United 
Statea.*' 

Mr.  Curtis  dtes  irith  e&ct  the 
action  of  Congress  in  1821  on  the 
admission  of  Hissoori,  whereby  that 

State  was  constrained  to  abandon 
and  repudiate  her  attempt  to  pro- 
hibit the  settlement  of  free  negroes 
and  lunhittoes  within  hfflrbordera;* 
wliereof  he  says : 

"  It  is  true,  that  noithcr  this  legislative 
declaration,  nor  anything  in  tlie  Constitu- 
tion or  lawa  of  Miasonn,  conid  confer  or 
take  away  any  pri^^logo  or  immunity 
granted  by  the  Constitution.  Hut  it  is  also 
tme  that  it  expreaaea  the  then  conviction 
of  the  letrislativo  power  of  the  I'nited  States, 
that  free  negroes,  u-s  citizens  of  some  of  the 
States,  might  bo  entitled  to  the  pri\'ilegee 
a»i  immnnitiea  of  citixena  in  oij  the  States.** 

He  earns  np  his  conclusions  as  to 


1  See  page  bO  of  Uua  work. 
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the  right  of  Dred  Scott  to  bring  this 
action,  as  follows : 

"  Tint.  That  tho  free,  native-born  citizens 
of  Moh  State  an  diiwiu  cf  the  United 
States. 

"  Se^co/id.  That,  as  free  colored  persons, 
bom  within  some  of  the  Stabea,  are  citizens 
of  tlioso  States.  Hiioh  peraona  are  abo  oiti- 
rens  of  tho  United  States. 

"  Third.  That  ovcry  such  citizen,  re- 
siding in  any  State,  has  a  ri;,dit  to  fJiio,  and 
k  liable  to  be  sued,  in  tho  Federal  Coui  ia, 
as  a  citiaea  ol  that  State  in  vbioh  he  re- 
aSdes. 

Fourth.  That,  as  the  plea  to  the  Jaris- 
diotiOQ  in  this  o.-i^e  hIiow.h  no  facts  exci  pt 
that  the  plaintiff  was  of  African  descent^  and 
tiiat  bis  ancestors  were  sold  as  davoK,  and 
as  these  facts  are  not  inconsistent  with  his 
citizenship  of  the  United  States  and  his 
Teddenc«  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  tho  plea 

to  tlio  Jiiri>(rifTii 'M  was  Imd,  and  the  jucL'- 
ment  of  tho  Circuit  Court  ovemiling  it  was 
4Miriect« 

**I  dis<ont.  tluTof.iro.  from  that  part  of 
the  opinioa  of  the  ui^ority  uf  the  court  in 
whieh  it  ie  held  that  a  person  of  African 
descent  cannot  he  a  i  itizon  of  tho  United 
States ;  and  I  regret  1  must  go  further,  and 
Assent  both  from  wliat  I  deem  thdr  assamp- 
tion  of  authority  to  examine  tho  constitu- 
tionality of  the  act  of  Congress  commonly 
eaOed  the  Missouri  Compromise  act,  and  the 
grounds  and  conelnakma  annonnoed  in  their 
o]>inion. 

"Having  first  decided  that  they  were 
Tioiuid  to  consider  the  snttieiencv  of  tlie  plea 
to  t lie  jurisdiction  of  tho  Circuit  Court,  and 
having  decided  that  this  plea  showed  that 
the  Circuit  Court  had  not  jurisdiction,  and 
conseouently  that  this  is  a  case  to  which 
the  jndioial  power  of  the  United  States  does 
not  extend,  they  have  pone  on  to  examine 
the  merits  of  the  case  as  they  appeared  on 
the  trial  before  the  court  and  jnry,  on  the 
issues  joined  on  the  picas  in  bar,  and  so 
have  reached  tho  question  of  the  power  of 
Congress  to  pass  tlio  act  of  1820.  On  so 
grave  a  suhject  as  tliis,  1  feel  obliged  to  say 
that,  in  my  opinion,  such  an  exertion  of 
Judicial  power  transcends  tlie  limits  of  tho 
antbority  of  the  Court,  as  described  by  its 
repeated  decirions,  and,  aa  I  nnderstand, 
acknowledged  in  this  opinion  ct  the  m^ori- 
ty  of  the  Court." 

Mr.  Curtis  proceeds  to  confute  iit 
length,  and  with  decided  ability,  the 
d<x'trinc.-^  of  the  majority,  affiniiiii:^ 
tlie  invalidity  of  tho  Mi.ssotiri  lie- 
Btriction,  and  asserting  the  paramount  i 


right  of  each  slaveholder  to  remove 
with  his  slaves  into  any  territory  of 
the  United  States,  and  there  retain 
and  oontrol  them  under  the  aegis  of 
the  Federal  Oonstitation.  He£ow8, 
ftirtiber,  that  the  majoritjr  erred  in 
upholding  a  majority  of  the  Snpr^e 
Court  of  Missouri  in  overruling  their 
own  Chief  Justice  and  their  o^tn 
former  decisions,  whereby  it  had  been 
esta])lished,  in  aceordanee  with  kin- 
dred decisions  in  Louisiana,  as  in 
other  Slave  States,  that  a  slave  taken 
hj  his  master,  or  removed  with  hig 
absent,  to  a  Free  State,  or  to  anj 
country  wherein  Slavery  is  prohibit- 
ed, beoomes  thereby  a  freeman,  and 
cannot  be  retiumed  or  reduced  again 
to  Slavery.  It  cannot,  however,  be 
necessary  to  quote  further  on  thia 
head.  He  concludes: 

"  For  tliofte  reasons,  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  so  much  of  the  several  acts  of  Cougrew 
as  prohibited  Slavery  and  tnvolnntary  awri- 
tudo  within  that  part  of  tho  Territory  of 
Missouri  lying  north  of  thirty-six  degrees 
thirty  minntee  north  latitude,  and  weet  of 
the  river  Missiadppi,  were  oonatltatioiial 
and  valid  laws. 

*'In  my  opinion,  the  jodgment  of  the 
Circuit  Court  should  bo  roveraed,  and  the 
cause  remanded  for  a  new  triaU** 

The  majority  of  the  Justices  com- 
posin^^  the  Suj^reme  Ci)urt,  after  de- 
ciding tliat  Died  Scott  had  no  stand- 
ing in  that  Court,  and  that  the  case 
was,  therefore,  entirely  beyond,  or 
outside  of,  its  jurisdiction,  had  pro- 
ceeded to  take  and  make  jurisdiction, 
for  tho  purpose  of  ousting  Congress 
and  the  people  from  all  right  or 
power  to  exclude  Slavery  from  the 
Federal  Territories,  organized  or  un- 
orirnnized.  ConiiT-ess  had  repeatedly, 
and  from  tho  vcrv  oriirin  of  the  Gov- 
ennncnt,  legislated  on  this  subject, 
and  to  this  end.  The  Supremo 
Court  now  interposes,  in  a  caso- 
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wherein  it  procUuma  itself  devoid  of 

jurisdiction,  and  denies  tlie  validity 
of  such  legislation.  The  people  arc 
treated  as  inclining  to  usurp  the 
power  of  excluding  human  l)ondage 
from  their  territDrial  possessions ;  so 
the  Court  decides  tliat  they  have  no 
rights  in  the  premised,  no  power  to 
act  ou  the  c[uestiou.  If  twenty  mil- 
Hone  of  treemeai  were  imaiumoiiBlj 
and  earnestly  to  inaJst  that  Freedom 
ehonld  be  the  law  of  their  common 
.territories,  while  but  one  slaveholder 
should  claim  the  privilege  of  taking 
his  slaves  U)  and  holding  them  in 
said  territories,  tlic  claim  of  this  one 
Blavehohler,  according  to  the  Court, 
would  override  and  defeat,  conclu- 
sively, the  earnest  demands  of  those 
twenty  millions  of  freemen.  The 
war  npon  the  Hissoari  Beetriction, 
and  against  Slayeiy  Inhibition  in 


the  TenritorieB  generally,  had  been 

commenced  and  ]^rosccutcd  under 
the  banner  of  "  Popular  Sovereign- 
ty ;"  and  it  was  to  this  complexion 
it  had  come  at  last ;  and  it  was  of 
this  judgment,  just  about  to  be  pro- 
claimed to  an  astounded  people,  that 
Mr.  JJuchanun,  in  Ids  inaugural 
afor^aid,  says : 

^^The  whole  territorial  qaestiou  being 
thus  settled  upon  the  principle  of  Popular 

Sovereignty — a  principlo  as  ancient  as  free 
government  it»ell' — everythiiij?  of  a  practical 
nature  has  been  decided,  lao  other  ques- 
tion remains  for  afljnstmcnt ;  becanse  all 
agree  that,  under  tlio  Constitution,  Slavery 
in  the  StaSkes  is  beyond  the  reach  of  any 
human  ]>n\v*'r,  exotiit  that  of  the  respective 
States  theiiisclvos  wlierein  it  exists.  May 
not,  then,  hope  that  the  long  agiUition 
oil  tiiis  sulijoct  is  approaching  its  end,  and 
that  (he  geographical  jiarties  to  which  it 
Iniii  given  birth,  bo  much  dreaded  by  the 
lather  of  his  ooontry,  will  speedily  beoimie 
extinct  r 

J 


XIX. 


OUE  FOREIGN  POLICY— CUBA. 


Tub  fonndationB  of  onr  foreign 
policy  irare  firmly  and  strongly  l^d 
donng  the  Pkeeidencj,  and  under 
the  conncilB,  of  Washington.  To 
mind  our  own  business,  and  leave 
other  nations  to  manage  their  afiairs, 
and  to  ])reserve,  recast,  or  modify 
their  rc.<}»ectivo  governments,  as  to 
them  shall  Boem  lit  and  ndvantaircous 
— to  regard  the  rule  actually  estab- 
lished and  operative  in  any  nation 
as  the  rightful  government  of  that 
nation,  however  widely  divergent 
it  may  be  from  onr  owil  notions 
of  what  is  wisest  and  most  beneficent : 
saoh  are  its  great  cardinal  principles. 


To  Washington  and  his  eminent 
compatriots  in  onr  Bevolationaij 
struggle,  and  in  the  framing  of  our 
Federal  Union,  is  the  credit  justly 

due  of  haWng  originated  and  firmly 
upheld  this  policy,  in  defiance  of 
popular  passion,  and  under  circum- 
stances <»r  rjrcut  ditilculty  and  em- 
barrassiucur.  Ihit  Jefferson,  Madi- 
son, George  Clinton,  Gerry,  and 
their  associate  founders  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  very  generally  yielded  to 
this  policy  a  tacit,  if  not  positive  and 
emphatic,  approvid.  The  mob  of  the 
seaboard  cities,  who  shouted  beneath 
the  windows  of  Citizen  Genet, 
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burned  Jay's  treaty  in  the  streets, 
and  clamored  violently  for  alliance 
irith  revolutionary  Fnnoe  and  war 
upon  Tory  England,  were,  of  coarse, 
anti-Fedoral ;  and  their  Toioea  and 
Totes  he^»ed  to  strcn^tlien  the  Ke- 
pdblican  opposition  in  Congress,  and 
to  awell  the  steadily-growiTig  hoBt 
that,  in  due  time,  ousted  the  Federal- 
ists from  i)o\ver,  by  electing  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson to  tlie  I'rcsidciiev. 

But  Mr.  Jeni'rson  liiinself  never 
shared  in  the  blind  passions  by  which 
lie  BO  largely  profited.  An  earnest 
and  unchanging  devotee  of  cheap, 
gimple,  and  frugal  government,  he 
profoundly  realized  that  wars  were 
coetly,  and  alliance:;  perilous;  and, 
while  he  hated  the  British  Govern- 
ment as  embodying  ^vhato^•cr  was.  at 
the  tianii'  time,  mo^t  pernicious  to 
our  cuuntrv,  and  most  seductive  to 
her  wealthy  and  commercial  classes, 
he  never,  after  our  independence^ 
waa  achieved,  was  eager  to  tempt 
again  the  desperate  chances,  the  ceiv 
tain  devaatationa  and  enduring  bur- 
dens,  of  war  with  Great  Britain. 
B^ore  the  close  of  his  Preaidenc^v,' 
the  popular  feeling  would  have  ftiUy 
justified  and  sustained  him  in  declar- 
ing war,  but  he  wisely  forbore ;  and 
it  was  only  after  the  stront?  infusion 
of  young  blood  into  the  councils  of 
the  Bepuhlican  party,  tlirough  the 
election  of  Measrs.  Clay,  Grundy, 
Calhoun,  John  Holmes,  etc,  to  Con- 
gresa,  that  the  hesitation  of  the  cau- 
tions and  philosophic  Madison  was 
overborne  by  their  impetuosity,  and 
war  actually  proclaimed. 

When  Wa-shinirton  and  his  advi- 
sers definitively  resolved  on  preserv- 

*  On  the  occasion  of  the  outrageous  atttok  on 
tlw  Mgate  CbfiMqpMke  bj  the  Leopard. 


ing  a  strict  neutrality  between  revo- 
lutionary France  and  the  banded 
despots  who  assaOed  her,  they  did 
not  entirely  escape  the  imputation  of 
ingratitude,  if  not  positive  bad  fidth. 
Our  countiT  waB  deeply  indebted  to 
Franco  for  the  generous  and  vitally 
im])ortant  assistance  received  from 
her  in  our  lievolutionarv  stniirjxle : 
and,  although  Fran<-e  was  not — as 
nations,  like  individuals,  seldom  are 
—entirely  disinterested  in  rendering 
tliat  assistance,  the  advantage  accru- 
ing to  and  the  obligation  incurred  by 
us  were  scarcely  lessened  by  that  con- 
sideration. When  barely  two  of  our 
seven  years'  arduous  Btrugglo  had 
passed,  Louis  XVI.  decided  to  ac- 
knowledge our  independence;  and 
bis  minister  soon  alter'  united  with 
our  envoys  in  a  treaty  of  idliance, 
whereof  the  j)reponderance  of  bene- 
fits was  very  greatly  on  our  .^ide. 
And  among  the  stipulatiofis  of  that 
treaty — a  treaty  whereby  we  profited 
too  much  in  the  general  to  be  fttttidi- 
008  as  to  the  particulars — waa  the 
following: 

"Abt.  XI.  The  two  parties  gnanuitee 

mutually,  from  the  present  time  .ind  for- 
ever, afrainst  all  other  jjowers,  to  \ut: 
The  United  Stalbe^  to  his  ^.'ost  Chriitian 
Mtyesty,  tlie  prcsf  iit  possessions  of  tlie  crown 
of  France  in  Aiiit  rici,  us  well  us  those  which 
it  may  acciuirc  hy  tlio  future  treaty  of  peace: 
And  his  Most  Cliristian  ilajosty  puarantees 
on  hi»  part  to  the  I'lMtetl  States  their  liher- 
ty,  sovereignty,  and  independence,  absolate 
and  utilitiiit.  '1.  as  well  in  matters  of  govern- 
ment as  ( <  iimiierce,  and  also  their  jioisses- 
sious,  and  the  additions  or  conquests  tiiat 
their  confederation  may  obtain  during  the 
war,  from  any  of  the  dominions  now  or 
heretofore  possessed  by  Great  liritaiii  in 
North  America,  confonuably  to  the  6tli  oud 
6th  articles  above  written,  the  whole  as 
their  possessions  shall  he  fixed  and  assared 
to  the  said  States,  at  the  moment  of  the 

>  February  0,  1779.  This  treaty  was  kapl 
secret  for  several  montba. 
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cessation  of  their  pretent  war  wiXb.  Eng- 
land." 

Sueh  a  guarantee  eonld  not,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  endure  and  be  ful- 
filled, unless  tljo  contracting  parties 
were  to  become,  in  effect,  one  na- 
tion ;  or,  at  least,  to  be  ])iirtnerri  or 
confederates  in  all  tlicir  future  wars. 
In  tlie  case  actually  presented,  the 
monarch  with  whom  we  made  this 
treaty  bad  been  the  enemy  and  the 
victim  of  the  Jacobins,  who  daimed 
of  ns  the  fulfillment  of  this  grave 
compact. 

Pn  ident  Washington,  in  his  Fare- 
well Address*  to  his  countrymen  on 
taking  leave  of  jniblic  life,  thus 
eunimed  up  liis  eonvictioiis  on  the 
eubject  under  contcniplution ; 

"The  preat  rule  of  conduct  for  in  re- 
gard to  foreign  nations  is^  in  ejktoniliii^  our 
commurciiil  relations,  to  have  with  tla-ni  as 
little  political  connection  as  possible.  ISo 
fur  as  we  have  already  formed  eugagciuents 


Here  let  us  etop. 

Europe  has  a  set  of  primary  interests, 

wliii  h  to  UH  have  none,  or  a  w  vy  rcuiole,  re- 
lation, licuce,  she  most  be  engaged  in  fre- 
quent controversies,  the  oanses  of  which  are 
essentially  forei;rn  to  our  ciiix  crus.  Ik-iice, 
therefore,  it  wast  bo  uuwimj  ia  us  to  irapli- 
eate  onrselves  by  artiHcUil  ties  in  the  ordi- 
iiiiry  vic'i-'^itudL'-t  of  ln-r  jxilitic-i.  or  tin-  or- 
dinary combinution.s  and  cuUisiuns  of  her 
iHendships  or  enmities. 

"Our  dotiK'bed  atid  distant  .nituation  in- 
vites and  eiiubk'S  us  to  pursue  a  ditk-rent 
oonrse.  If  we  remain  one  people,  under  an 
efficient  povornnient,  tlio  juriod  is  not  fur 
olt"  when  wo  may  defy  material  injury  from 
external  annoyance;  when  we  may  take  snch 
nn  artitivk'  ns  will  cnnso  tlie  nciitrality  we 
may  at  any  time  resolve  ujioti  to  be  .Hi-riipu- 
lously  respected ;  wIilii  belli>;erent  nations. 
iiii<ler  the  inipossil>iIity  of  niakiiii;  acjui^i- 
tioiis  frouj  U3,  will  not  ligiilly  ha/.anl  the 
giving  ns  provocation ;  when  we  may  choose 
peace  or  war,  as  our  interestfl^  gaided  bj  jua- 
tiee,  ftliall  counsel. 

"  Why  forego  the  advantages  of  so  pecu- 
liar a  situation  ?  Why  quit  oar  own  to  stand 
on  foreign  ground?  Why,  by  interweaving 
oar  destmj  with  that  of  any  part  of  Earape, 


entangle  our  peace  and  prosperity  in  the 
toils  of  European  amtntion,  rivalahipa,  inter* 

ests,  humor,  or  caprice  ? 

"  It  is  our  true  policy  to  steer  clear  of  per- 
manent alliances  with  any  portion  of  the 
foreitrn  world,  so  far,  I  mean,  as  wo  are  now 
at  liberty  to  do  it ;  for  let  me  not  be  undcr- 
Btood  as  capable  of  patronizing  infidelity  to 
existing  engagements.  I  hold  the  maxim  no 
K-f?s  applicablo  to  public  than  to  private 
atiairs,  that  honesty  is  the  best  i)olicy.  I 
repeat,  therefore,  let  tliose  engagements  be 
observcKl  in  their  genuine  sense.  Hut.  in 
my  opinion,  it  is  unneceesary  and  would  bo 
vnwiae  to  extend  them.** 

Xo  decided — at  least  no  avowed — 
dc]tarture  from  this  policy  hud  oc- 
curred down  to  1823,  when  President 
Monroe  wsit^  required  to  address  a 
new  Congress  uudcr  jK'culiiir  circum- 
t^tances.  The  Sj)Hnis]i  jK'ople  had 
revolted  against  the  des|)oti6m  of 
their  imbedle,  treacherons  monarch, 
Ferdinand  YIL,  and  had  established 
a  Oonstitation  which  left  him  still  in 
possession  of  the  trappings,  but  with 


let  theiii  b<f  fultiUed  with  perfect  good  iaith.  ['little  of  the  substance,  of  royalty. 

lie  was,  of  course,  profoundly  hostile 
to  this  change,  tliougli  att'ecting  to 
iicquicsce  in  it.  A  congres^s*  of  the 
great  powers  of  continental  Europe, 
then  united  in  a  league,  known  aa 
the  "Holy  Alliance,"  for  the  uiain- 
tenance  of  their  despotic  authority 
and  the  repression  of  popular  aspira- 
tions, had  decreed  the  overthnyw  of 
this  dangerons  example ;  and,  under 
its  auspices,  a  Frencli  army  of 
100,000  men,  led  by  the  Duke  d'An- 
gouh^mo,  a  prince  of  the  blo»xl  royal, 
liad  invaded  Spain,  and,  meeting 
with  little  bcrioua  ivsistauce,  over- 
tlirown  tlie  Constitution  and  tlie 
Cortes,  and  restored  to  Ferdinand 
his  bdored  and  grossly  abused  an- 
tooraoj.  Apprehensions  were  en- 
tertained that  llie  discipline  thus 
bestowed  on  Spain  was  about  to 


*  September  17,  1798. 


1 


*  Held  at  Yerona,  Italy,  in  1822. 
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be  extended  to  her  revolted  and 
nearly  independent  American  eola- 
meSy  wberebj  they  should  be  rednoed 
to  alject  servitade  to  their  mother 
oountiy,  and  to  the  despotiaiii  that 
now  enthndled  her.  To  snch  a  con- 
snniniation,  Groat  Britain,  as  well  as 
this  countiy,  was  intensely  opposed 
— quite  as  much,  ]>robably,  for  com- 
mercial a;;  for  j>olitical  reason?;.  Mr. 
Canniii<;,  then  tlie  master-spirit  of 
the  British  ('al>iiict,  at  least  with  re- 
spect to  f  oreign  uli'airs,  hinted  to  our 
Government  the  expediency  of  a 
moral  demonstration  against  tiie  ap- 
prehended design  of  tibe  Holy  Alli- 
ance with  regard  to  this  Continent — 
a  demonstration  which  could  be  made 
with  less  offense,  yet  with  no  less  efii- 
ciencv,  from  this  side  of  the  Atlantic 
than  from  the  otlier.  Tlius  prompted, 
Mr.  Monroe  spoke  as  follows :  * 

Of  event'?  in  that  qiuiter  of  the  globe 

v>  \\\\  \vlii(  li  we  have  so  mnch  interronrse. 
and.  troiii  uh'u  h  wo  derive  our  orijriu,  wo 
have  always  been  anxious  niid  interested 
spertators.  Tlio  citizens  of  the  I'nitid 
States  cherish  scntinjonts  the  most  friendly 
in  t'avur  of  the  liberty  and  hap])ine88  of  their 
fellow -nien  on  that  sido  of  the  Atlantic.  In 
the  wars  of  the  European  powers,  in  niattcni 
relating  to  themselves,  we  have  never  taken 
any  part,  nor  does  it  comport  with  onr  poli- 
cy so  to  do.  Ifc  is  only  when  oar  rights  are 
invaded  or  seriously  menaoed,  tiiat  we  resent 
ininries,  or  make  preparation  for  onr  defense, 
with  the  morements  in  this  hemisphere,  we 
•re  of  necessity  more  immediately  connect- 
ed|  and  bj  canses  which  most  be  obviofia  to 
•n  enlightened  and  Impartial  observers.  The 

political  system  of  the  Allietl  Powers  is  es- 
etfiCially  different  in  tliia  respect  from  that 
of  America.  Thia  difference  proceeds  fttHn 
that  which  exists  in  their  respective  govern- 
menta.  And  to  the  defense  of  our  own, 
which  has  been  achieved  hy  the  loss  of  so 

much  Mood  and  treasure,  iind  inutnred  hy 
the  wisdom  of  their  most  ouliglitcned  citi- 
sena,  and  under  which  we  hare  enjoyed  un- 
exampled felicity,  this  wlinle  nation  is  de- 
Toted.  We  owe  it,  therefore,  to  candor,  and 
to  the  amicable  relations  existing  between 


the  United  States  and  those  powers,  to  de- 
clare, that  we  should  consider  any  attempt 
j  on  their  part  to  extend  their  system  to  any 
portion  of  this  hemisphere  as  dangerous  to 
our  peace  and  safety. 

*'  With  the  existing  colonies  or  dependen- 
cies of  any  European  power,  we  have  not 
interfered,  and  shall  not  interfere.  But  w^ith 
the  governments  which  have  declared  their 
independence  and  maintidned  it,  and  whose 
independence  we  have,  on  great  considera- 
tion and  on  jnat  principles,  aclcnowledged, 
we  eoold  not  view  any  mterporftion  for  tiie 
pur|)0se  of  oppressing  them,  or  controlling 
in  any  other  manner  their  destiny,  by  any 
European  power,  in  any  other  light  Iman  as 
the  m.inifestation  of  an  unfriendly  disposi- 
tion toward  the  United  States.  ♦  *  ♦  ♦ 
Our  policy  in  regard  to  Europe,  which  was 
adopted  at  an  early  stage  of  tlio  wars  which 
have  so  long  agitated  that  quarter  of  the 
globe,  nevertheless,  remains  the  same;  wUeh 
is,  not  to  interfere  in  the  internal  concerns  of 
any  of  itsi)0wer8;  to  consider  the  government 
d»  fMiO  as  the  legitimate  ;;ovOTnment  for 
us;  to  cultivate  friendly  relations  with  it; 
and  to  preserve  those  relations  by  a  franlc, 
firm,  and  manly  ])olicy ;  meeting,  in  all  in- 
stant e-^.  the  just  cluims  of  every  power,  sul)- 
miiling  to  iijuries  from  none. 

*^  lint,  in  regard  to  these  continents,  cir- 
cumstances fire  eminently  and  coiispienously 
dill'erent.  It  is  ini[»os.sil»lo  that  the  Allied 
Powers  should  extend  their  political  system 
to  any  portion  of  either  continent  without 
endangering  our  peace  and  happiness;  nor 
can  any  one  believe  that  our  southern  breth- 
ren, if  left  to  themselves,  would  adopt  it 
of  their  own  accord.  It  is  equally  impossi- 
ble, therefore,  that  we  should  behold  such 
inVerposition,  in  any  form,  with  indifference. 
If  we  loolc  to  the  comparative  strength  and 
rist)urce8  of  Spain  and  those  new  govern- 
ments, and  their  distance  from  each  other, 
it  ranst  be  obvlons  that  she  can  never  sub- 
due them.  It  is  still  the  true  policy  of  the 
United  States  to  leave  the  parties  to  them- 
selves, in  the  hope  tiiat  other  powera  wiU 
pursue  the  same  oourse.'* 

'     In  tlii^s  remarkable  passage,  may 

probably  bo  found  the  impnlse  to  the 

invitation  from  Beveral  of  tlic  South 

American  Republics  to  that  (^>ngre.^8 

at   Panama   of   representatives  of 

American  licpublics,  wliich  Messrs. 

Adams  and  Clay  so  promptly  and 

heartily  accepted,  and  which  the  Op- 

positioii  or  Jackson  party  of  ISSIMI  ■ 


*  Seventh  Annual  Message,  December  2, 1823. 
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fio  generally  and  rewdutely  opposed. 
That  Congress  proved,  practically,  a 
ftilure,  whetirar  |]iroii§^  European 
intrigue,  or  S})anish- American  jcal- 
onsy  and  indolence,  is  not  apparent. 
Our  envoys  *  were  duly  appointed ; 
but  the  strenuous  opposition  in  our 
Senate' had  so  ])rotra<'ted  the  discus- 
Bion  that  it  wu-.  foun<l  too  late  fur  Mr. 
Sergeunt  to  reaeli  Panama  at  the 
time  appointed  for  the  meeting  of 
the  Congress and  Mr.  Anderson, 
then  Hinister  to  Colombia,  when  at 
Caithagena  on  his  way  to  Panama, 
was  attacked  by  a  malignant  fever, 
wheroof  he  died. 

But,  long  ere  thi.^,  the  jealousy  of 
the  slaveholder^  had  been  aroused, 
and  their  malign  iniluence  upon  tlie 
course  of  our  Governnient  made 
manil'est.  Among  the  means  em- 
ployed to  render  the  Panama  Con- 
gress odious  at  ihe  South,  was  the 
fiust  that  John  Sei^ant,  the  more 

*  John  tScq^aat,  of  Peuasylvaaui,  aud  Hicbard 
CL  Andenon,  of  Kontud^. 

*In  th*  000180  of  tho doboto^  Mr.  John Ban- 
dolph,  of  Tlrginia, 


"Cuba  possc'Hes  an  immcnso  ne^o  popula- 
tion. In  c'lse  thofi?  StaU-s  [Mt  xico  and  Ct>ii)in- 
bia]  sliould  itivadc  I  'uha  ;it  all,  it  is  unquei^lion- 
able  that  thia  invagion  will  be  made  with  this 
pfinoiplo, — the  gonius  ofnniTeraal  emanciparion, 
— this  pupcping  anathema  ngaiii«t  tho  white 
populaUoa  lu  front, — aud  then,  bir,  wiuU  is  the 
tUiuUioit    tt0  SaiUktm  Statttf" 

Mr.  John  M.  Berrien,  of  Georgia,  said: 

"  Tho  question  to  be  detemuned  is  this:  with 
•  doe  regard  to  fbe  safetf  of  tiie  SomChern 

States,  can  yon  suffer  these  islands  (Cuba  and 
Porto  Rico)  to  pass  into  t!ie  hands  of  buccaneers 
tbriaik  vjidi  tufir  Jteic-born  liberty  t  If  our  inter- 
est aod  our  safety  shall  reqnire  ua  to  to  these 
WW  rppabttee,  'Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  mast  n- 
main  us  they  are,'  we  are  free  to  gay  it,  and,  by 
the  blessing  of  God,  a>ui  Ux  stremjUi  of  our  amis, 
to  enforce  the  deckiratkKi ;  aad  let  mo  say  to 

rlemea,  tbeae  high  con^Meimtions  do  require 
The  vUal  interests  of  ito  Mil  demand  it." 

Ut.  John  Ployd,  orVhginiay  said  pn  tiie  House] 

"  So  far  as  I  can  pco.  in  all  its  licarinps,  it  [the 
Paoauia  Coiigressj  loolistothe  oouquest  of  Cuba 


( onspienons  of  onr  envoys,  had  stem* 
ly  opposed  the  admission  of  Miasoori 
as  a  Slave  State.* 

The  Spanish-American  fiepnblics 
had  already  decreed  general  emanci- 
pation ;  and  fears  were  naturally  ex- 
pressed tliat  they  would  extend  this 
policy  to  Cuba,  should  they,  as  w:is 
then  contemplated,  combine  to  invade 
and  conquer  that  island.  Mv.  Clay 
had  already  written  as  Secretary  of 
State  to  Mr.  Alexander  H.  Everett, 
our  Hinister  at  Madrid,  instructing 
him  to  urge  upon  Spain  the  expedi- 
ency of  acknowledging  tho  independ- 
ence of  her  lost  colonies.    lie  said: 

"  It  is  not  for  the  new  RepuMii  s  tliat  the 
President  wishes  to  urge  upon  Spain  the  ex- 
pedioncy  of  cciucludiiig  tho  war.  If  tho  war 
8iioul(l  continue  between  Spain  and  the  new 
Republics,  and  those  islanu  fCaba  and  Por- 
to Rico]  should  lu  i ouie  tlio  oiijcct  and  thea^ 
ter  of  iL  their  fortunes  have  such  a  oonneo- 
ti<m  witn  the  people  of  the  United  StateSi 
that  they  eould  not  be  InditTerent  spectators; 
and  the  pobsible  contingeuuies  of  a  protract- 
ed war  might  bring  upon  the  Govemment 

uud  Porto  Rico;  or,  at  all  events,  of  tearing 
them  from  tho  crown  of  Spain.  The  interests, 
if  not  safety,  of  our  own  cottntrf,  would  rather 
require  us  to  interpose  to  prevent  such  an  event; 
and  I  would  rather  t^ikc  up  arms  to  prevent  than 
to  accelerate  sueli  an  occurrence." 

Mr.  Joeiah  S.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  a  friend 
of  the  Administration,  parried  these  attacks  as 
IblkrwB: 

"V^'o  know  that  Cnlombia  and  Mexico  have 
long  coateraplated  the  iudependenoe  of  the 
island  [Onboj.  The  final  decliioa  is  now  to  be 
made,  and  t!,e  combination  of  forcen  j>:m1  tlio 
plan  of  attack  to  he  fonmd.  Wliat,  then,  at 
H\icli  a  cri.^is,  bocomcs  tlie  duty  of  tlie  Govern- 
ment ?  8end  your  ministers  instantiy  to  the  dip- 
lomatio  assemblj,  whers  the  measure  is  matniw 
ine;.  Adviso  with  them — remon'^trate — vitnace^ 
if  necessary — against  a  step  so  dangerous  to  ua, 
and  perhaps  Ihtal  to  them." 

•Ju&e  23^1826. 

•  "And  then,  to  cap  the  dlmaat^ 

John  Sergeant^  too,  must  go— 
A  diief  who  wasiia  the  darkies  free — 
John  Adams'  son,  my  Jol  ' 
— '  Federal  Song'  in  The  Eichmond  Enqvirm 

"•April  27,  1826. 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


TAN  BUBBN  AND 

of  the  United  States  daUes  and  obligations, 
the  perfonnaoce  of  wbich^  bowevar  painful 
it  slio  ihl  be,  tbaj  might      be  at  Iwerty  to 

decline.'^ 

In  the  same  Rpirit,  his  instructions 
to  Mcp?rs.  Anderson  and  Scrcjcant" 
contained  the  following  pnssaire  : 

^  It  is  roqairad  by  the  frank  and  friendly 
itlatHNis  wnfoh  ire  moat  earncatly  desire  erer 

to  cherish  with  the  now  Koj)'tMicH.  tlint  you 
sboald,  withuQt  resonre,  explicitly  state  that 
the  United  States  bave  too  mneh  at  stake  in 

t1i''  fortiHio!^  of  Cnbft,  to  ftllow  tlioin  to  see 
with  inUitference  a  war  of  invasion  prose- 
eoted  in  a  desolatini^  manner,  or  to  see  em- 
ployed, in  the  purjioses  of  such  a  war,  i^nr 
rate  the  vihubitants  e&tnlHitiug  against 
moiher^  upon  principles  and  with  motives 
tliat  must  iiii'vitaMy  lea<1,  if  not  to  tlie  ex- 
ternii nation  <»f  one  party  or  the  otJier.  to  the 
nio!<t  «ihr>ckiua  excesses.  The  hamanity  of 
the  riiitiil  States  in  respect  to  the  weaker, 
and  which,  in  saeh  :i  terrible  strujrjfle,  would 

Srobably  l>o  the  suffering,  portion,  and  the 
Uty  to  deti'iid  tliem-^elves  a^'aiiist  tlie  ron- 
tagioH  of  t»ueli  near  aiul  tlan^'eroiis  fxanii>les. 
woold  constrain  them,  even  at  the  liazard 
of  losing  the  frieiiilNhi|)  of  Mt  xico  and  ('<»- 
louibio,  to  employ  all  the  mc:uid  ueeeHsary 
to  their  aeenri^.'* 

Several  jean  later,  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
roky  writing  m  Gbn.  Jackson's  pre- 
mier to  Mr.  C.  P.  Van  Kees,  oar 

then  Minister  at  Madrid,  urges  upon 
Spain,  throngh  him,  the  acknowlcdg- 

moTit  of  Scmth  Amcriran  independ- 
ence, on  this  among  other  grounds : 

Considerations  conneoted  with  a  certain 
claM  of  our  population  make  it  the  interest 
of  the  Southern  section  of  the  Union  that 
no  attempt  should  be  made  iu  that  island 
[Cuba]  to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  Spanish  de- 
pendence ;  the  first  effect  of  which  wonld  bo 
Uie  sudden  emanoipation  of  a  nomerous 
slave  population,  whose  remit  erndd  not  hut 
he  very  M^nsildy  felt  upon  the  a^jfloeat 
shores  of  the  United  States." 

Thus,  so  long  as  aiiy  revolution  in 
Cuba,  or  displacement  of  the  Spanish 
authority  tlierc,  seemed  likely  to  af- 
fect the  stability  or  perpetuity  of 
Slavery,  onr  Government  steadily, 
officiously  opposed  snch  revolution; 
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and,  '^liile  refusing,  so  early  as  1825, 
to  guarantee  the  possession  of  that 
island  to  Spain,  and  informally  giv- 
ing notice  that  we  ■would  never  con- 
sent to  its  transfer  to  any  more  for> 
midable  power,  seemed  entirely  nt- 
isiied  with,  and  anzioos  for,  its  re- 
tention by  Spain  as  her  most  predons 
and  valued  dependenqr — *  The  Qneen 
of  the  Antilles.' 

But,  at  length,  having  ?v!inncxed 
Texas,  the  Slave  Power  fixed  covet- 
ous eyes  on  this  fertile,  prolHic  island. 
In  1848,  our  Minister,  under  instruc- 
tions from  Pre.-ident  Polk,  made  an 
otfer  of  $100,000,000  for  it,  which 
was  peremptorily,  ccmdndvelj  re- 
jeoted.  Birectij  thereafter,  the 
South  became  agitated  by  'fillibus- 
tering'  plots  for  the  invasion  and 
conquest  of  that  island,  wherein  real 
I  or  pretended  Cubans  by  nativity 
were  prominent  as  leadeis.  Presi- 
dent Taylor  was  hardly  warm  in  the 
Wliite  House  before  he  was  made 
aware  that  these  schemes  were  on 
the  p(nnt  of  realisation,  and  oompel* 
led  to  issne  his  proclamation  "  against 
them  in  these  words: 

*'  There  is  reason  to  beHere  that  an  armed 

expeditirm  is  about  to  be  fitted  out  in  the 
United  States  witli  an  intention  to  invade 
tlie  island  of  Cuba,  or  fioine  of  the  provincea 
of  Mexico.  The  best  information  whieh  the 
Executive  lias  been  able  to  obtain  points  to 
the  island  of  Cuba  as  the  object  of  thia  ex- 
pedition. It  is  the  duty  of  this  (  Jovernmcnt 
to  observe  the  faith  of  treaties,  uiid  to  jire- 
vent  any  aggression  by  our  citizens  upon  the 
territories  of  friendly  nations.  1  liave,  there- 
fore, thought  it  necessary  and  proper  to  is- 
sne this  Proclamation,  to  warn  all  citiEcns 
of  the  United  States,  who  shall  connect 
themselves  with  any  enterprise  so  prossly  in 
violation  of  our  l.iw  s  ;ind  our  treaty  obliga- 
tion-<,  that  tbej  will  tiierehy  subject  them- 
selves  to  the  beovy  penalties  denonnced 
against  thorn  by  our  acts  of  Congress,  and 
w  ill  forfeit  their  claim  to  the  protection  of 
their  ooontry.  No  aneh  peiwma  most  ex- 
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peot  the  intcrferenoe  of  this  (lovorameut,  in 
ta^  form,  on  theur  behalf,  uo  matter  to  whet 

extremities  thoy  may  be  rt.<lii<  t'<l  in  conne- 

guenco  of  their  conduct  An  enterprise  to 
ivedo  tho  territories  of  a  friendly  nation, 
set  on  foot  and  pro-^ecntcd  within  tho  limits* 
of  the  United  States,  is,  in  ilio  hifjliest  de- 
gree, eriminal,  as  tending  to  endanger  the 
peace,  and  compromit  tlie  honor,  of  this  na- 
tion ;  and,  therefore,  I  exhort  all  good  citi- 
zens, OS  thoy  rep;ard  oar  national  reputation, 
as  thoy  rcf  pe(>t  their  own  laws  and  the  Law 
of  Xulions,  as  they  valne  t!»e  blessings  of 
peace  and  the  welfare  of  tln  ir  country,  to 


disconntenanco  and  prevent,  by  all  lawful 
means,  any  such  enterprise ;  and  I  oall  upon 
every  officer  of  this  Ouverninent^  civil  or 
military,  to  use  all  efforte  in  bis  power  to 
arrest,  for  trial  and  panishment,  9mrj  such 
oftonder  against  the  lairs  providing  for  the 

Srforuianuo  of  our  sacred  obligations  to 
reign  powers,'* 

Tilis  emphadc  waniing  probablj 
embarraaaed  and  delayed  the  execu- 
tion of  the  plot,  but  did  not  defeat  it 
Early  in  August,  1851— or  soon  after 

Gen.  Taylor's  death— an  expedition 
under  Lopez,  a  Cuban  adventurer, 
Bailed  in  a  Btoanier  from  New  Or- 
leans— always  the  hotl)e(l  cf  the  pro- 
jecta  of  the  Slavery  propagandists. 
Abont  fiye  hundred  men  embarked 
in  tiiis  desperate  enterprise,  by  which 
a  knding  wae  effected  on  the  island 
of  Ooba.  All  ita  ezpectationa,  how- 
ever, of  a  rising  in  its  behalf,  or  of 
any  manifestation  of  syi^patby  on 
the  ])art  of  the  Cubans,  were  utterly 
disappointed.  Tlic  invaders  were 
easily  defeated  and  made  prisoners, 
when  their  leader  was  promptly  {/ar- 
Toted  at  Iluvuna,"  and  a  few  of  his 
comrades  shot ;  but  the  greater  num- 
ber were  sentenced  to  penal  servi-. 
tnde'in  a  distant  Bpanish  possession, 


whence  they  were  ultimately  liber 
ated  by  jiardon. 

The  discipline  proved  effeetive. 
There  was  mneh  talk  of  ffarther  ex- 
peditions against  Cuba  from  one  or 
another  Soathem  dtj.  A  secret  o*- 
bal,  known  as  the  "  Order  of  the  Lone 
Star,"  recruited  adventurers  and  tried 
to  raise  funds  through  all  the  8eft> 
borird  cities  of  the  Union,  and  it  was 
understood  that  Geu.  John  A.  Quit- 
!  man,  of  Missis>ipj>i,  one  of  tlie  ablest 
and  strongest  of  Mr.  Calhoun's  disci- 
ples, had  consented  to  lead  the  next 
expedition  against  Cuba;  but  none 
ever  sailed.  The ''Order  of  the  Lone 
Star''  proved  nsefiil  to  Gen.  Pierce  in 
swelling  his  vote  for  President  in 
1852,  and  soon  aftw  subsided  into 
nothingness. 

As  our  (Tovemment  had  long  ex- 
pressed satisfaction  with  the  ]>ossps- 
sion  of  Cuba  by  Spain,  while  pro- 
claiming liostiLity  to  its  transfer  to 
any  other  power.  Great  Britain  and 
France  detonined  to  put  our  sin- 
cerity to  the  test ;  and,  accordingly, 
in  1852,  proposed  to  nnite  with  ns 
in  a  treaty  mutually  goaranteeing 
that  island  to  Spain.''  But  Ifr. 
Edward  Everett,  as  Secretary  of 
State  to  ^fr.  Filhnore,  rejected  the 
itvertnre  in  an  exceedingly  smart 
dispatch. 

The  formal  proposition  for  a  joint 
agreement  of  jwrpetual  renunciation, 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  France, 
and  the  United  States,  respectively, 
of  any  covetous  designs  on  Cuba, 


M  The  body  of  <be  OonTentfcm  propossd  to  ns, 

on  the  I  tart  of  Great  Britda  and  ftaaoei  ma  in 

the  followiup  words: 

"  Tho  high  cnntracting  parties  hereby  seve- 
rally  and  rollectivelv  diflclaini.  both  now  and 
for  hereafter,  all  intention  to  obtain  posnen-^ion 
of  the  ialaaa  of  Onba;  and  thej  respectiToly 


bind  themselves  to  discountenance  all  attesspts 
to  that  effect  on  the  part  of  aay  power  or  iadK 
vidiuils  whatOTer. 
"The  hfg^h  eontrset^ partiea  dedaie,  sere* 

rally  anil  cxjllcctivcl}-,  tluit  they  will  not  obtain 
or  maintain,  for  themaelvea,  or  for  any  one  of 
themselves  ai^  eonduslvo  eoDtrol  over  the  paid 
island,  nor  aasoiM  aor  oxeioiBa  any  domiaieii 
over  the  i 
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•was  presented,  on  tlio  23d  of  April, 
to  Mr.  AVebster,  tlioii  our  SeiTctiiry 
of  State,  and  by  liiin  courteously 
acknowlodged,  six  days  bitor,  in  a 
note  which,  though  not  without 
demur,  expressed  the  acquiescence 
of  our  Gorenunent  in  the  general 
views  ezproaaed  by  France  and  Eng- 
land 'wiUi  reference  to  Cuba,  and 
gave  assurances  that,  "  The  Presi- 
dent will  take  M.  de  Sartiges'  oom- 
munication  into  consideration,  and 
give  it  his  best  reflections." 

Mr.  Webster  bcinic  dead  "  and  ^[r. 
Everett  dulv  installed  as  his  succes- 
sor,  the  latter  an>wered"a  note  of 
M.  de  Sartiges,  re<-alling  Mr.  Web- 
ster's attention  to  this  subject,  under 
date  of  July  8tb.  In  thk  answer, 
our  Government  peremptorily  de- 
elinee^  for  varions  and  elaboratelj 
stated  reasons,  any  snch  convention 
<MP  compact  as  that  proposed  to  it  by 
France  and  England.  While  still 
disclainiing,  pro  fnrina^  any  desire 
or  intention  on  our  part  of  acquir- 
ing Cuba,  this  document  aflVirds  the 
strongest  evidence  of  a  cuntrary  dis- 
position. It  assumes  that  the  k^en- 
ate  ifonld  inevitably  refuse  its  as- 
sent to  the  treaty  proposed,  and 
adds:  **itB  certain  r^ection  by  that 
body  wonld  leave  the  qneetion  of 
Cuba  in  a  more  unset  t  It  d  position 
than  it  is  now."  It  doubts  the  con- 
stitutional power  "  to  impose  a  per- 
manent disability  on  the  American 
Government  for  all  cotnintr  time.'' 
It  parades,  with  signiiicant  emphasis, 
the  repeated  and  important  acqui- 
nUfMis  of  territory  by  onr  Govern- 
ment^ thiongh  the  piochase  of  Lon- 
ioana  in  1808,  and  of  Florida  in 
1819,  as  also  through  the  annexation 


of  Texas ;  as  to  which,  Mr.  Everett  — 
overduin":  his  i»art,  as  is  natural  in  a 
Federalist  turned  tillibuster — volun- 
teers the  wholly  gratuitous  assertion 
that  "  tlierc  never  was  an  e-xtension 
of  territoiy  more  naturally  or  justifi- 
ably made."  Ignoring  the  fact  that 
Great  Britain  has  still  posseasions  in 
this  hemiq>hOTe  nearly,  if  not  qnite, 
equal  in  extent  to  those  of  onr  own 
country,  and  that  her  important 
island  t)t'  Jamaica  is  quite  as  near 
to  Cuba  as  is  any  portion  of  our 
Southern  coast,  Mr.  Everett  savs  : 

*^  The  Preaidont  does  not  covet  the  acqui- 
sition of  Cuba  for  the  United  States ;  at  the 

?r»iiio  time,  ho  considers  the  acquisition  of 
Cuba  OA  mainl/  an  American  aaestion. 
The  proposed  coDTention  proceeos  on  a 
difT<.'reiit  j^rinciplo.  It  nsstiriics  that  tlio 
United  btuten  liuve  no  other  or  greater 
interest  in  the  qneition  than  France  or 
Englaiul ;  AvlKTCTi,  if.  is  necessary  only  to 
cast  one's  eye  on  tlie  map  to  seo  how  re- 
mote are  the  relations  of  Enropei,  and  how 
intimate  those  of  the  United  tSttttes,  with 
this  iiiiand." 

If  three  stronj^  men  were  travers- 
ing a  desert  in  company  with  a 
fourth  rich,  but  weak,  companion, 
and  two  of  them  dionld  propose  to 
the  other  a  mntnal  atipnlation  not  to 
rob  or  otherwise  abuse  their  weak 
brother,  it  conld  hardly  fail  to  aston- 
ish them  to  hear  their  proposition 
declined,  as  contemplating  an  en- 
tangling alliance" — a  perjilexing  and 
troublesome  undertaking,  whereof 
no  one  cotild  fully  calculate  the  scope 
and  ultimate  eon»e(piencea.  Yet  Mr. 
Everett  sees  tit  to  say  that 

"There  is  anotlier  strong  objection  to 
the  proposed  aprt  iiiiont.  Among  the  old- 
est traditions  of  the  Federal  Government  is 
an  aversion  t<j  political  alliances  with-Euro- 
pean  powers.  Jn  his  memorable  Farewell 
Addres.0,  President  Wosiiington  says :  '  1'he 
great  role  of  condact  for  nt  in  regard 
to  foreign  nations  is,  in  extoiding  onr  oom- 
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in«rcial  relations,  to  have  with  them  as 

little  political  connection  as  possible.  So 
fiir  as  wo  have  already  formed  engage- 
ments, let  thent  bo  folfined  with  perfect 
good  faith.  Here  let  ns  stop.'  President 
Jctfcrson.  in  his  Inaugural  Addrcjis  in  IbOl, 
warne<l  tlie  country  against  *  entangling  al- 
liance?.' This  expression,  now  become  pro- 
verliial,  was  uiKpiestionubiy  used  by  Mr. 
Ji  tlV  rson  in  reference  to  the  alliance  with 
France  of  1778 — an  alliance,  at  (ho  time,  of 
iucalculublo  benefit  to  tho  United  states; 
but  whicli,  in  less  tlian  twenty  yearn,  catne 
near  involving  ns  in  the  wars  of  the  French 
Revolution,  and  laid  tlie  foundation  of 
heavy  claims  upon  Congress,  not  extin- 
gnishod  to  tho  present  day.  It  is  a  sig- 
nificant coincidence,  that  the  particular 
provi-sion  of  the  alliance  which  occasioned 
these  evils  was  that  under  which  France 
cnlted  npoQ  ns  to  aid  her  in  defending  her 
Wt'st  Indian  possessions  against  England. 
KothiDtf  less  than  the  unbounded  iofiuence 
of  Wasntni^toa  neoaed  tiie  Union  from  the 
)>orils  of  that  eriria,  and  proBorved  our 
neutrality." 

Mr.  £7erett  prooeeda : 

"  But  the  President  has  a  ;:r.iver  objection 
to  entering  into  the  propo.scd  coaveutiou. 
He  has  no  wish  to  disguise  the  feeling  that 
the  comjiact,  nltliough  equal  in  its  terms, 
would  bo  very  unefpial  in  substance.  France 
and  England,  by  entering  into  it,  would  dis- 
able themselves  from  o1)taining  possession  of 
an  island  remote  from  their  seats  of  govern- 
ment, belonging  to  another  European  pow- 
er, whose  natural  right  to  possess  it  must 
always  bo  as  good  as  their  own — a  distant 
island  in  another  hemisphere,  andono  which, 
by  no  ordinary  or  peacefnl  eour«c  f>f  things, 
could  ever  belong  to  cither  of  tiicm.  *  *  * 
Tho  United  States,  on  the  other  hand,  would, 
by  the  proposed  convention,  disable  them- 
selves from  making  an  acquisition  wiiich 
might  t  il  c  place  without  any  disturbance 
of  existing  foreign  relations,  and  in  the  nat- 
ural order  of  things.  The  island  of  Cuba 
lies  at  onr  doors.  Tt  commands  tho  ap- 
proach to  tho  Gulf  of  Mexico,  which  washes 
the  shores  of  five  of  onr  States.  It  bars  tho 
entrance  of  that  great  river  which  drains 
half  the  Korth  American  oontinent^  and  with 
Its  tributaries  forms  the  largest  syrtem  of  in- 
ternal water  coinmunic.itton  in  the  world. 
It  keeps  watch  at  the  doorwaj  of  our  inter- 
course with  California  by  the  Isthmus  route. 
If  an  i>la::'l  like  Cuba,  belonging  to  the 
Spanish  crown,  guarded  the  entrance  of  tho 
Thames  and  the  Seine,  and  the  United  States 
should  propose  a  convention  like  thi.s  to 
France  and  England,  those  powers  Mould 
Msaredlj  Ibel  that  tba  dlsabOi^  asBDined  by 


oursslTes  was  hr  less  serious  than  that 

which  we  asked  them  to  assume." 

Mr.  Everett,  having  thus,  in  effect, 
apprised  tlie  civilized  world  that  the 
acquisition  of  Cuba  i.s  essential  to  our 
independeiK^e,  and  that  we  shall  ])ro- 
ceed  in  our  own  time  to  appropriato 
it,  tnHis  to  give  our  slaveholders  a 
meanVig  hint  that  thej  most  not  be 
too  eager  in  the  pnrrait,  or  they  will 
oYerrrach  themselTeB.   He  sajs : 

"The  opinions  of  American  statesmen,  at 
different  times,  and  under  varying  circum- 
stances, have  differed  as  to  tho  desirableness 
of  tho  acqui.sition  of  Cuba  by  the  United 
States.  Territorially  and  oommeroially,  it 
would,  in  our  hands,  be  an  extremely  val- 
uabic  posscs-^ion.  Under  certain  contin- 
gencies, it  luigbt  be  almost  essential  to 
onr  safety.  Still,  for  donuitie  reasons,  on 
wliii  h.  in  a  comninnication  of  this  kind,  it 
miglit  not  be  proper  to  dwell,  Uie  President 
thinks  that  tm  incorporation  of  the  island 
into  the  Union  at  the  jtrcent  time,  althoagh 
cfibcted  with  the  consent  of  Spain,  would  M 
a  hazardous  measure ;  and  he  would  oonrider 
its  acquisition  by  force,  except  in  a  jnst  war 
with  Spain  (should  an  event  so  greatly  to  be 
deprecated  take  place),  as  a  disgraoe  to  the 
civilization  of  the  age." 

In  another  place,  he  gives  them  an- 
other intimation  of  tho  solicitude  with 
which  our  Government  watches  and 
wards  against  any  subversion  of  Sla- 
very in  Cu})a  ;  saying : 

"  Even  now,  tho  President  cannot  doubt 
that  both  France  and  England  would  ])refer 
any  chango  in  tho  condition  of  Cnlta  to  that 
whicli  is  most  to  bo  ajiprehended,  viz. :  an 
internal  conriiUi/7n  which  should  renew  the 
horrors  and  the  fate  of  San  Domingo  " 

But  Cuba,  it  seems,  is  not  merely 
a  slaveholding,  but  a  slave-trading 
dependency,  wliich  affords  still  an- 
other reason  why  Spain  should  lose 
and  we  gain  it.    Says  Mr.  Everett : 

"  I  will  inUmate  a  final  objection  to  the 
proposed  convention.    M.  de  Tnrgot  and 

Lord  Malnie'^lniry  put  forward.  ;is  V.u-  reason 
for  entering  into  such  a  compact,  Hhe  at- 
taeks  which  have  lately  been  made  on  the 
i>lrind  of  Cnba  by  lawless  band.s  of  adven- 
turers from  the  United  States,  with  the 
avowed  design  of  taking  poeaeaslon  of  that 
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island. '  Th  o  President  is  con^noed  that  tbe 
ooaclusioa  of  suoli  a  treaty,  instead  of  pat- 
ting «  stop  to  these  lawless  proceedings, 
would  give  a  new  and  powcrfnl  impetus 
to  tbena.  It  would  strike  a  death-blow  to 
the  eonserrativo  policy  hitherto  pursued  in 
this  rountry  toward  Cuba.  No  administra- 
tion of  this  Govemmeat,  however  strong  in 
the  public  ootifideiie«  in  other  respects,  could 
stand  a  day  under  the  odinm  of  having  stip- 
ulated with  the  Great  Powers  of  Etw.pe. 
that,  in  no  fiitore  time,  nnder-no  ohanjre  of 
circutnstjitice^,  by  no  amioable  arrangement 
witli  Spain,  by  no  act  of  lawful  war  (should 
that  calamity  nnfortnnatelf  occur),  by  no 
consent  of  the  inhabitants,  should  thev.'  like 
the  pos-sussions  of  Spain  on  the  American 
omtinent,  succeed  in  rendering  themselves 
independent;  in  fine,  hv  no  overruling  ne- 
oeerfty  of  self-preservation,  should  the  Uni- 
ted Statee  ever  make  the  aoqnidtioA  of 
Ooba.** 

After  all  this,  and  mnch  move  of 

the  Pame  jmq^ort,  a  snule  must  have 
irradiated  the  countenance  of  even 
the  nn»t  impassive  European  diplo- 
matist on  reading  tlie  conchidirifr 
l>aragraph  of  Mr.  Everett's  dLspatcii^ 
Tiz.: 

**  For  these  reasons,  which  the  President 
has  tlionght  advisable,  considering  the  im- 
portance of  the  subject,  to  direct  me  to  nn- 
ndd  at  some  length,  he  feels  constrained  to 
dorlitie  respectfully  the  invitation  of  France 
and  £nghind  to  become  parties  to  the  pro- 
posed oonvention.  He  is  persuaded  that 
these  friendly  powers  will  not  attribute  this 
rafnsal  to  an/  insensibiUt/  on  his  part  to 
tike  advaatsges  of  the  utmost  harmony  be> 
tween  the  great  maritime  States  on  a  subject 
of  such  importance.  Aa  little  will  Spain 
draw  an  J  nn&Torable  inference  fVom  this 
refusal;  the  ratlier,  as  tlio  oi:ij»hatio  dis- 
claimer of  any  designs  against  Guba  on  ttio 
part  of  this  Ooveraraent,  etmtainei  in  tht 
present  ixoU,  afTord-s  all  the  asmiranee  which 
the  President  can  constitutionally,  or  to 
•nj  vseAiI  purpose,  give,  of  a  practical  oon- 
currenco  with  France  and  Englaml  in  tlie 
wi^  not  to  disturb  the  possession  of  that 
ialand  bj  Spain.*" 


Soon  alter  tlie  passage  of  the  Ne- 
braska hill,  President  Pierce,  through 
a  dispatch  from  Gov,  Marcy  as  Sec- 
retary of  State,"  directed  Messrs. 


James  Bociiiaiian,  John  Y.  Mason, 
and  PioTB  Sou]^,  our  EmbasBadora 
at  London,  Paru,  and  Hadrid  re- 
Bpectivelj,  to  convene  in  eome  Enro- 
pean  city,  there  to  confer  with  regard 
to  the  best  means  of  getting  possee- 
sion  of  Cuba.  Tliey  met  according- 
ly at  Ostetid,"  and  sat  tlireo  days; 
adjourning  tlience  to  Ai.\-la-CLa- 
pellc,  where  tlioy  held  sweet  council 
together  for  several  days  more,  and 
the  result  of  their  deliberations  was 
transmitted  to  onr  Govmment  in  a 
dispatch  known  as  the  <  Ostend  Kani- 
festo.'  In  that  dispatch,  they  say : 

"  We  flrmly  believe  that,  in  the  course  of 
human  eveata,  the  time  has  arrived  when 
tho  ^tsl  interests  of  Spain  nro  as  seriouslv 
involved  in  tho  sale,  as  those  of  the  I'nited 
States  in  the  purchase,  of  tho  ishin.1.  -mA 
that  the  transaction  will  prove  equally  hon- 
orable to  both  nations. 

"  Fiider  these  circumstances,  wo  cannot 
nnti.  ipate  a  ftilore,  nnfess,  possibly,  tltrough 
the  malign  inthicnof  of  foreign  powers,  who 
possess  no  right  whatever  to  interfere  in  Uie 
matt«r. 

"  We  proceed  to  state  some  of  tlie  roasttns 
which  have  brought  us  to  this  conclusion ; 
and,  for  the  sake  of  clearness,  we  shall  qte- 
cify  them  under  two  distinct  h  : 

''1.  The  United  States  ought,  if  practica- 
ble, to  inirehase  Gnha  with  as  little  delax  as 
l)OS8ible. 

"2.  Tho  probability  is  great  that  the 
Government  and  Cortes  of  Spain  will  prove 

willing  to  sell  it;  becunso  this  would  cs,sen- 
tially  promote  tho  highest  and  best  interests 
of  the  Spanish  people. 

'•Then,  1.  It  must  bo  clear  to  every  re- 
flecting mind  that,  tVoni  tho  peculiarity  of 
its  geographical  position,  and  the  ooosidera- 
tiotis  attendant  on  it,  Cuba  is  as  necessary 
to  tho  North  American  repuldic  as  any  of 
its  present  members,  and  that  it  behjngsnat* 
urally  to  that  great  family  of  States  of  whk^ 
the  Union  is  the  providential  nursery. 

"From  its  locdi^,  it  commands  iB» 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  and  tho  iininen.>»e 
and  annually  increasing  trade  which  \\\m>\ 
seek  this  avenue  to  tho  ocean. 

"On  the  numerous  navigable  streajits, 
measnring  an  aggregate  course  of  s«Kue  . 
tliirty  thousand  miles,  which  disemlngoe 
themselves  through  this  niognifi^nj^^  m» 


"  Dated  Washingtoo,  August  16^  1854. 

16 


October  0, 1881. 


a 


DigilizcG  by  Gopglc 


274 


THE  AMERICAN  CONFLICT. 


into  the  Gulf  of  ^fcxico,  the  increase  of  the 
population  within  the  last  ten  .years  auiouuta 
to  more  than  that  of  Che  entire  Union  at  the 
time  Louisiana  was  annexed  to  it. 

"The  natural  and  main  outlet  to  the 
prodnct.H  of  this  entire  popalation,  the  hi^'h- 
way  of  their  direct  water-course  with  the 
Atlantic  utul  tlie  i'afific  JStates,  can  never  he 
Becur.',  l>ut  iiiu'^t  ever  ho  endangered,  whilst 
Cnha  is  a  dependency  of  a  distant  power,  in 
whose  posae8sion  it  hsia  proved  to  ho  a 
aooroe  of  constant  annoyanoe  and  embar- 
lawnient  to  their  interests. 

"  Indeed,  the  Union  can  never  er\Joy  re- 
po»>,  nor  possess  reliahle  security,  as  long 
as  Cuba  is  not  embraoed  within  its  boondoF 
riea.*' 

ThcBc  arguuieuts  for  the  necessity 
of  acquiring  Cuba  on  our  part, 
fhough  not  80  strong  intrinsioany  as 
might  be  addnoed  to  justify  the  ao- 
qnisition  of  Great  Britain  by  Franee, 
are  still  fiirthcr  amplified;  inter- 
mingled AMtli  deiqpnstrations  that 
Spain  would  be,  pecuniarily,  the 
gainer  by  the  sale,  and  insults  which 
would  Boem  offered  on  jnirpose  t<> 
render  her  coiii]>liaiiee  impossible. 
"Witness  these  specimens : 

"Such  is  her  present  wretched  financial 
oondition,  that  her  best  bonds  are  sold  npon 
her  own  Boiirpe  at  alxMit  one-third  of  their 
par  value;  whilst  another  c\aii&,  ou  which 
she  pays  no  fnterent,  liave  but  a  nominal 
value,  and  are  quoted  at  ahout  ono-sixtli  the 
amount  for  which  they  were  issued.  Be- 
sides, these  latter  are  held  print  i  pally  hy 
British  creditors,  who  may,  from  day  to  day, 
obtain  the  etieetivo  interposition  of  their 
own  Gkyvenunent  for  the  purpose  of  co- 
ercing payment.  Intimations  to  that  effect 
have  been  already  thrown  out  from  high 
qnarters;  and,  nnhess  sonie  new  source  of 
revciuie  shall  enable  Spain  to  provide  for 
such  exigencies,  it  is  not  improhahle  that 
they  may  be  realized. 

£xtreme  oppression,  it  h  now  universal- 
ly admitted,  justifies  any  people  in  endeavor- 
ing to  relieve  tlieniselves  from  the  yoke  of 
their  oppres.sors.  The  sofferiiup  which  the 
corrupt,  arbitrary,  and  nnrelenting  local  ad- 
jiiini-^tration  neres>i:irily  entails  upon  (he  in- 
luibitaate  of  Cuba,  cannot  fail  to  stimulate 
and  keep  aKve  that  spirit  of  retdstanoe  and 
revolution  against  Spain,  which  has  of  late 
years  been  so  often  manifested.  In  Uiis  oon- 
ditkm  of  «flSdn,itl8  vain  to  ezpeotthat  the 
^riBpatlilea  of  the  people  of  the  United 


States  will  not  he  warmly  enlisted  in  &Tor 
of  their  o[jj>ressed  neighl»or9. 

"  We  know  that  the  President  is  jnalilj 
inflexilile  in  liis  determination  to  execute 
the  neutrality  laws;  but,  should  the  Cubans 
themselves  rise  in  revolt  against  the  Oppys^* 
sion  which  they  sulTer.  no  human  power 
could  prevent  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  liberal-minded  men  of  other  countries, 
from  nishinp  to  their  assistance.  Besides, 
the  present  in  an  age  of  adventure,  in  whiidi 
restlcHg  and  daring  spirits  aboond  in  Sfwy 
portion  of  the  world. 

*'It  is  not  improbable,  therefore,  that 
Cnba  may  be  wrested  from  Spain  hy  a  suc- 
cessful revolution:  and,  in  that  evwt,sbo 
will  lose  both  the  island  and  the  price  wmeh 
we  are  now  willing  to  pay  for  it---a  price  far 
beyond  what  was  ever  paid  by  one  people  to 
another  fat  any  proflnoe.^* 

Finally,  Spain  is  frankly  told  hy 
our  model  diplomatiBiB  Hiat  we  will 
baye  Gnba  at  any  rate;  that  redst- 
anoe  on  her  part  will  only  serve  to 
dei»iye  liar  of  the  liberal  bonns  we 
arc  prepared  to  pay  for  its  peaceM 
cession.  Here  ia  the  langnage; 

"  But  if  Spain,  dead  to  the  voice  of  her 
own  interest,  and  actuated  by  stiA*bura 
pride  and  a  false  sense  of  honor,  should  re- 
fuse to  sell  Cnha  to  the  United  States,  then 
the  question  will  arise,  What  ought  to  be 
the  course  of  the  Amerioaa  Government 
under  such  circumstances? 

'*  Self-preservation  is  the  first  law  of  na- 
ture, with  States  as  well  as  with  individuals. 
All  nations  have,  at  different  j)eriiKl-«,  aeted 
upon  this  maxim.  Althon^'li  it  has  heen 
made  the  pretext  for  committing'  HaL'raut 
injustice,  as  in  the  pnrtition  of  Poland  and 
other  similar  caM-'S  which  history  records, 
yet  the  principle  itMl^  though  of^en  abused, 
has  always  been  recognized.  *  ♦  *  * 
After  we  shall  have  olfere<l  Spain  a  price 
for  Cuba  far  beyond  its  preiont  valne,  and 
this  shall  have  been  refused,  then  it  will 
be  time  to  consider  the  question.  Does  (.Mba, 
in  the  possession  of  Spain,  seriously  endan- 
ger our  internal  peace  and  the  ezistenoe  of 
our  cherished  Union  ? 

"  Should  this  question  be  answered  in  the 
affirmative,  then,  by  every  law,  human  and 
divine,  we  shall  be  justified  in  wresting  it 
from  Sj>.'iin,  if  we  jtossess  the  power :  and 
tliis  upon  the  very  same  principle  that  would 
Jnsfiiyan  indivioQal  in  tearing  down  the 
burning  house  of  his  neighbor  if  there  was 
no  otlier  means  of  preventing  the  flames 
from  destroying  Ua  own  him». 

"Under  mm  ciroimtBtanoei^  wo  oii|^ 
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Mitiierto  <xni]ittheeo8tnorr^!;ardfhe  odds 

■whioh  Spain  might  onlist  against  ns.  We 
forbear  to  enter  into  the  questiun  whether 
fhe  present  condition  of  the  island  woald 
jn^tify  !»urh  a  measure.  We  phonld,  how- 
ever, be  recreant  to  our  dut.v,  be  unworthy 
of  <mr  gallant  forefitthers,  and  couiiiiit  base 
treason  norainst  f>iir  posteritv,  Bhoiild  we 
permit  Cul»n  to  be  Africanized  and  become 
a  second  Bt.  Domingo,  with  all  it^^  attendant 
horrors  to  the  white  race,  and  snfTer  tlio 
flames  to  extendi  to  our  own  neighboring 
sbona,  seriously  to  endanger,  or  actually  to 
OWlsntni'.  tlif  fair  fabric  of  our  Union. 

**  We  I'ear  that  the  course  and  current  of 
events  are  npUSy  tendlBf  toward  8uch  a 
catastrophe.  We,  however,  hope  for  the 
best,  thoagh  we  ought  certainly  to  be  pre- 
pared for  the  w<n«t.** 

Whea  this  dispatch  was  made  pub- 
lic in  Europe  through  the  newspapers, 
the  first  sensation  created  by  it  was 
one  of  stubborn  incredulity.  Tlie 
journal  which  contained  it  baviiifx  a 
far  higher  re])utation  for  enterprise 
than  for  accuracy,  our  minister  at 
one  of  the  minor  courts  did  not  hesi- 
tate al  once  to  aflsnre  tiie  diplomatic 
corcle  that  it  was  a  tranaparant  and 
onqneBtionaiUehoax;  and  mmh  it  was 
quite  oommonlj  adjudged  until  later 
advices  had  left  no  room  for  doubt. 

The  civilized  world,  unhappily,  was 
not  now  for  tlie  tirnt  time  to  malce  tlie 
acquaintance  of  tlie  rule  of  tlio 
stronfrc-^t.  The  partition  of  Poland, 
JsajMileon'ti  pcrlitlions  clutch  of  Spain 
and  her  royal  Btmrbons,  with  a  por- 
tion of  the  doings  of  the  trimnphant 
de^ratB  who  mettled  Europe  by  di- 
viding it  among  themselveB  at  the 
Cong^reaa  of  Vienna  in  1815,  and  sey- 
eral  less  conspicuous  examples,  had 
already  guarded  the  intelligent  classes 
against  the  delusion  that,  in  Chris- 
tendom any  more  than  out  of  it, 
temptations  to  gigantic  rohbery  will 
be  uniformly  resisted  even  l)y  nations 
and  their  mlers — that  rapacity  ever 
Deeds  any  other  excuse  than  the  prox- 
imity and  defepfleleBBneeB  of  its  prey. 
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But,  though  the  exaetiong  of  morality 
are  often  dinregarded  by  monarohs 
and  cabinets  in  onr  day,  the  leqnire- 
ments  of  decorum  are  Teiy  rarely  de- 
fied and  derided  by  any  power  north 
of  the  Mediterranean ;  and  the  black- 
est political  crimes  of  the  present  ago 
have  usually  l)een  perj)etrate<l  in  the 
abused  names  of  Order,  of  Legitima- 
cy, and  of  Religion.  1'hat  the  Uni- 
ted States  shoidd  covet  Cuba,  and 
seek  by  any  means  to  acquire  it,  did 
not  severely  ahoek  Europe's  sense  of 
decency;  that  we  should  openly, 
boldly,  set  forth  such  justifications  of 
our  lust,  clearly  did.  Tlie  coarseneas, 
the  effi'ontcry,  and  the  shamelessness 
of  the  Osteiid  Manifesto  seemed  to 
carry  the  world  hack  to  the  days  of 
Attila  or  Cengh*is  Khan,  and  to  threat- 
en the  centers  of  civilization  and  re- 
finement, the  trophies  of  art  and  the 
accumulations  of  wealtiiy  with  a  new 
irruption  of  barbarians  ftom  the  re* 
mote^  forbidding  West.  No  other 
document  that  ever  emanated  from 
our  Goyemment  was  so  well  calcu- 
lated to  deepen  and  difiiise  the  dis-  * 
trnst  and  apprehension  wherewith  the 
growth  and  power  of  our  country 
had  already  come  to  be  regarded  by 
the  more  polite,  intelligent,  and  in- 
fluential classes  of  the  Old  World. 

The  doctrines  of  tiih  Manifesto 
were  in  no  respect  disavowed,  modi- 
fied, or  explahied,  by  our  Govm- 
ment.  Kone  of  our  dtisens  who 
had  openly,  notoriously  contributed 
to  fit  out  and  man  tlie  Lopez  expedi- 
tion were  brought  to  justice,  or  ex- 
posed to  any  pimishment  whatever. 
While  strenuous  efforts  were  made 
to  procure  the  ])ardon  and  release  of 
such  Americans  as  had  been  cap- 
tured while  participating  in  that 
iU-&ted  adventure,  evidanoe  was 
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Boon  afforded  that  the  spirit  which  I  throngs  of  eangaine  or  of  baffled 
impelled  to  that  crime  would  find  '  gold-seekers,  who  might  otherwise 


aliment,  but  not  patiety,  in  the 
conquest  of  Gul)a.  Very  soon  after 
the  appearance  of  tlie  Osteiid  ('ircu- 
lar,  one  William  Walker,  a  Tennes- 
Bean,  recently  resident  in  California, 
left  that  State,  at  the  head  of  a  band 
as  redUees  and  desperate  as  himself, 
tor  Kicaragua,  whicb  be  entered  in 
the  character  of  ally  to  one  of  the 
fiuslions  habitDallj  dispoting  the 
mastery  of  that,  wdi  as  of  most 
other  S])anit[^  American  countries. 
Tliouffli  he  never  evinced  much  mili- 
tary  or  other  capacity,  AValker,  bo 
long  as  he  acted  uiuler  color  of  au- 
tli  >rity  from  the  chiefs  of  the  faction 
he  patronized,  was  generally  success- 
fill  against  the  pitifU  rabble  styled 
soldiers  by  whom  his  progress  was 
resisted,  capturing  at  last  by  smpriBe 
the  important  dtj  of  Granada,  which 
was  deemed  the  stronghold  of  the 
adverse  faction,  and  assuming  there- 
on the  rank  of  General.  But  his  very 
successes  j)rove(l  the  ruin  of  the  fac- 
tion to  whicii  he  had  attached  him- 
self, by  excitinj;  the  natural  jealousy 
and  alarm  of  the  natives  who  mainly 
composed  it;  and  his  assumption, 
soon  afterward,  of  the  title  of  Presi- 
dent of  Kicaragna,  speedily  followed 
by  a  decree  reestablishing  Slavery  in 
that  country,  exposed  his  purpose 
and  insured  bis  downfidL  As  if 
madly  hent  on  ruin,  he  proceeded  to 
confiscate  the  steamboats  and  other 
property  of  the  Xicaraixua  Transit 
Company,  thereby  arresting  all 
American  travel  to  and  from  Cali- 
fornia through  that  country,  and  cut- 
ting himself  4^  ham  all  hope  of  fat- 
tiier  leomiting  his  forces  from  the 


have  been  attracted  to  his  standard. 
Yet  he  maintained  the  unequal  con- 
test for  about  two  years,  succumbing 
at  last  to  a  coalition  of  the  Central 
American  States,  and  surrendering 
his  remnant  of  some  two  hundred 
men  at  Bivas.**  By  the  interpositioii 
of  Conunander  0.  H.  Davis,  of  our 
sloop  of  war  St  Mary's,  on  the  Pa- 
cific coast,  he  and  sixteen  of  his 
party  were  brought  away  imharmed, 
antl  landed  at  Panama,  whence  he 
returned  to  this  country,  and  imme- 
diately commenced  at  Kew  Orleans 
the  tittinj;  out  of  a  new  Nicarajnian 
military  expedition.  Here  he  was 
arrested,  and  compelled  to  give  bonds 
in  the  snm  of  two  thousand  doUan 
to  desist  ftom  nnlawM  enterprises; 
notwithstanding  which,  he  very  soon 
left  that  dfy  on  a  steamboat  MifjtA- 
ed  with  armed  men  and  military 
stores,  ostensibly  for  Mobile,  but 
which,  once  at  sea,  headed  for  Nica- 
ragua, landing  him  and  his  followers 
at  Puiita  Arenas,  Nov.  25th.  Here 
Commodore  Paulding  of  our  Navy 
compelled  him  to  surrender,*'  with 
one  hundred  and  thirty-two  of  his 
followers^  bringing  him  to^ew-York 
aa  a  prisoner.  PMsident  Bnohanaa, 
by  Special  Message  to  Congress,** 
condemned  the  Commodore  for  thus 
violating  the  sovereignty  of  a  foreign 
country  !  and  declined  to  hold  Walk- 
er as  a  prisoner.  Being  thus  set  at 
liberty,  the  '  LTay-eyed  Man  of  Des- 
tiny' traversed  the  South,  exciting 
the  m<^re  fanatical  Slavery  proj)agan- 
dlsts  to  aid  him  in  fitting  out  a  third 
expedition,  with  whidi  he  got  off  fiom 
Mobile  ;*  but  was  anrested  near  the 


wOotober  13, 185S.    "May  1,  1857.    *■  I^eoember  6th.    •*  Jmuarj  1,  1858.    •*  Ootobw  tth. 
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ttonthfl  of  the  IfisBbaippi  for  having 
left  port  without  a  deaisnoe.  Being 
taken  to  New  Orleans,  he  and 
associates  were  tried  before  the  Fede- 
ral Court  and  all  acquitted  ;  when  he 
immediatelj  recommenced  liis  opera- 
tions, BO  that  in  June,  18G0,  he  was 
ajjain  afloat,  with  an  expedition 
bound  to  Centriil  America,  lie,  this 
time,  landed  on  the  island  of  Baatan,** 
and  finally  at  TnudUo,"  which  he 
took  with  little  loss,  thenoe  laening  a 
proclamation  to  tiie  people,  aasnring 
them,  in  the  nsoal  fiuhion,  that  he 
did  not  come  to  make  war  on  them, 
but  on  their  Government.  Tory 
soon,  the  President  of  Honduras  ap- 
peared," at  the  head  of  Bcven  Imn- 
dred  men,  wliile  the  commander  of 
an  English  man-of-war  in  the  harbor 
ordered  Walker  to  decamp.  He 
obeyed,  Tn«i.t¥>hiifig  wiili  eighty  men 
Bonthward  along  the  coast,  and  was 
soon  captured,"  hronj^t  hack  to 
Tnudllo,  tried  by  court-martial,  <•<  *n- 
demned,  and  shot.  He  was  small  in 
size,  cold  in  demeanor,  of  light  com- 
plexion, slow  of  ei>eecl),  and  unim- 
pre^iiive  in  manner,  and  was  often 
ac<;u8ed  bv  his  followers  of  utter  reck- 
Icssness  as  to  their  sufferings  or 
perils.  His  death  put  a  decided 
damper  on  Ihc  ^^piritwhereof  his  later 
life  was  so  striking  a  manifestation. 

In  the  heyday  of  Walker's  career, 
and  while  it  was  exciting  mnch  ad- 
miration among  the  more  reckless 
youth  of  our  gi*cat  cities,  especially 
at  the  South,  the  Democratic  Nation- 
al Convention,  which  nominated  Mr. 
Buchanan  at  Cincinnati,  unanimous- 
ly adopted  the  following :  *• 

Uuohedy  That  there  are  questions 
with  the  foreign  policy  of  tUs 


SStfa. 
13d. 


»JuDe  31th. 
^'SeptMnbwM. 


OOnmtiT,  whioli  are  inferior  to  no  doracstio 
question  whatever.  The  time  has  come  for 
the  people  of  tlie  United  States  to  declare 
themselves  in  favor  of  free  seas,  and  pro- 
prri^^-^ivo  free-trade  throughout  the  world, 
and,  by  solemn  manifestations,  to  place 
their  moral  iiitluenoe  at  the  side  of  their 
successful  example. 

*|S.  lUtoh^lf  That  our  peo^aphical  and 
political  position  with  refere  nce  to  the  other 
btates  of  this  continent,  no  less  than  the  in- 
terest of  oar  eommeree,  and  the  develop- 
ment of  our  prowinp  power,  requires  that 
we  bhould  hold  sacrtki  the  principles  of  the 
Monroe  doctrine. 

"  Rf-Hohcd,  That  the  prrc.it  liigliway 
which  nature,  as  well  as  the  btates  most  im- 
mediately interested  hi  Ha  mamtenanoe,  has 
marked  out  for  free  cnmmnniration  hctween 
the  Atlantic  and  tlie  Pacific  Oceans,  consti- 
tatea  one  of  the  most  important  achieve- 
ments realized  hy  the  spirit  of  modern  times, 
in  the  unoortciuerable  energy  of  our  j)eople; 
and  tliat  result  would  be  secored  by  n  timely 
and  etlieient  exertion  of  the  control  wliieh 
we  have  the  right  to  claim  over  it;  and  no 
power  on  earth  sbqnld  be  suffered  to  impede 
or  oloff  its  proprcss  hy  any  interference  with 
relations  that  it  may  suit  our  i)olicy  to  es- 
tablish between  our  Government  and  the 
Government  of  the  States  witliin  whose 
dominions  it  lies ;  we  can  under  no  circum- 
stances surrender  our  jyrejtonderauee  in  the 
a^ustment  of  all  questions  arising  out  of  it. 

"4.  Hesolred,  That,  in  view  of  so  com- 
manding an  interest,  the  peoide  of  the  Uni- 
ted titatea  cannot  but  sympathize  with  the 
efforts  which  are  being  made  5y  the  peoplt 
of  Central  America  io  TKjcneratt^  ihnl  por- 
tion of  the  continent  which  covers  the  pas- 
sage across  the  hiter-ooeanio  isthmus. 

"5.  ReaohecL,  That  the  Democratic  party 
will  expect  of  the  next  Administration  that 
every  proper  effort  be  made  to  insure  onr 
aM-<  ndehcij  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  to 
maintain  permanent  protection  to  the  great 
ooflets  through  whieh  are  emptied  into  its 
water>^  the  prodncts  raised  out  of  the  soil 
and  the  commodities  created  by  tlie  industry 
of  tlie  people  of  onr  western  valleys  and 
the  UnuMi  at  larg»»"  > 

Hon,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Senator 
from  Mississippi,  visited  Mr.  Buchan- 
an at  Lancaster  soon  after  his  nomi- 
nation for  President  in  1856,  aa  0119 
of  the  Oonunittee  appoiiic|||^  by  tbe 
Convention  to  apprise  him^^cially 


"Kay  22,  1856.  "Alhiding  to  Walker, 
then  militant  in  Central  Ajnerioa. 


Digitized  by  Goov^lc 


278 


THE  AMBEICAN  CONFLICT. 


of  the  fact,  and  was,  of  counae,  very 
cordially  received.  After  Lis  return 
to  Washinjj^ton,  he  -wrote  *  to  his  friend 
and  constituent,  Hon.  S.  R.  Adams, 
an  account  of  his  iiiter\-iew.  mainly 
devoted  to  a  iei»<>rt  of  Mr.  Buchan- 
an't^  .savings  on  tliat  occasion.  Of 
these,  tbe  mateiiil  portion  ib  as  fol- 
Iowb: 

After  tlms  speaking  of  Eanaas  and  the 

Slavery  issue,  Mr.  Hueliiinan  pa.«?ieil  to  <Mir 
foreign  policy.  He  aiii)roved,  in  gcueriU 
terms,  of  tho  Cinciniiiiti  resolutions  on  this 
Buliject,  but  said  that,  while  enforcing  our 
own  policy,  vre  niu»t  at  ail  tiniti8  scrujiulous- 
ly  regiurd  the  jnak  rights  and  proper  policy  of 
other  tuitions.  He  was  not  opposed  to  ter- 
riloriul  extension.  All  our  acquisitions  had 
been  foirly  and  honorably  made.  Our  neces- 
sities might  require  us  to  make  other  acqoi- 
sitious.  Ho  regiurded  the  acquisition  of  Zht- 
ha  as  very  desirable  now,  and  it  wa.s  likely 
to  become  a  National  necessity.  Whenever 
ve  could  obtain  the  island  on  fair,  honora- 
ble teriiirt,  he  was  for  taking  it.  But,  bo 
added,  it  must  be  a  terrible  necessity  that 
wonld  induce  me  to  sanction  any  movement 
that  would  bring  ri  i>roaeh  ujjun  n-*.  or  tar- 
nish the  honor  and  glory  of  our  beloved 
country. 

"  Al  ter  the  formal  interview  was  over,  Mr. 
Buchauau  tuud  playAiUy,  but  iir  the  presence 
of  the  whole  audience,  *  If  I  can  be  instru- 

montal  in  settling  the  Slavery  (niostion  upon 
the  terma  I  have  mentioned,  and  then  add 
Cyhn  to  the  Union,  I  shall,  if  President,  be 
willing  to  pive  nj)  tho  jrhost,  and  let  Hrerk- 
inridge  take  the  Govcraiuont.'  Could  there 
be  a  more  noble  ambition?  *  *  * 
In  my  judgment,  ho  is  as  worthy  of  S.mth- 
eru  confidence  and  tioutbern  votes  as  ever 
Kr.  Calhoiin  waa.'V'' 

The  BepabHom  Katumal  Conyen- 


tion  of  1856,  in  the  platform  of  prin- 
ciples framed  and  adopted  by  ity  allur 
dcd  to  this  subject  as  follows : 

'•^  JReHohed^  That  the  highwayman's  plea 
that  '  might  makes  rights'  embodied  in  tbe 
Ostend  Gmmlar,  was  in  every  respect  unworn 
thy  of  Anierican  Jijtlomacy,  and  would  bring 
shame  and  dishonor  on  any  government  or 
people  that  gave  it  thdlr  sanotion.** 

At  the  last  Dcmorratie  National 
Co!ivention,  which  met  at  Charleston, 
April  23,  ISOO,  while  discord  reign- 
ed with  regard  to  candidates  and  the 
domestic  planks  of  their  platform, 
there  was  one  topic  whereon  a  perfect 
unanimity  was  demonstrated.  In  the 
brief  platfonn  of  the  majority  was 
embodied  the  following : 

"  Resolted,  That  tbe  Democratic  party  are 
in  favor  of  the  acquisition  of  the  island  of 
Cuba,  on  such  t^rmsas  shall  be  honorable  to 

ourselves  and  just  to  Spain." 

This  resolve  was  first  repfurtad  to 
the  Convention  by  Mr.  Avery,  of  N. 
C,  from  the  majority  of  the  grand 
Committee,  wa.-?  accepted  on  all 
hand-s  and  was  unanimously  adopted 
by  the  bolting,  or  Breckiuriilge,  as 
well  as  by  the  Douglas,  or  majority, 
ConTention.  It  thns  tsaoA  about  the 
only  snrviying  and  anthoitic  article 
of  the  Democratio  creed,  and  may 
Berve  as  the  nnelens  of  a  grand  **ie- 
cimstmctuni." 


«•  June  18, 186& 

*i  Among  the  letters  found  by  the  Union  sol- 
diers at  tbe  residoaoe  of  Jefferson  Davis,  in  Mis- 
dsaippi,  when  in  \W^  they  ndvaneed,  under 
Gen.  Gfsn^  into  the  heart  of  that  State,  was  the 
IbDowiag  £rom  aprooDhMBt  Demoorstio  poUtioiaQ 
oTPeiinmitTini*: 

"PFTTT. \PET.pni\,  Marrh  7.  Ifi.'jO. 
•#  "Mil  JEPFElt^oy  Davis, — My  T)ear  Sir:  (  an 
yo^  t«ii  J!*  if  Gen.  Larmon  is  likely  to  remain 
much  l^'^r  ia  Nicaragua  ?  I  should  Uke  to  go 


to  that  country,  and  help        U  1o  citHtitnUtm 

ami  niii'jfrs.  I  coiilJ  i,rtt  ^irom:  recommonduti  'US 
from  tlie  i'residunt's  speeial  friends  in  i'ennfjl- 
vania  lor  the  i)laee  were  the  mission  Tacaat,an4]^ 
I  think.  I  would  prove  a  live  Minister. 

1  am  tired  of  being  a  white  slave  at  the  North, 
and  lonp  for  a  home  in  tlie  sunny  South. 

"  Plea.se  let  me  hoar  from  you  when  you  have 
leisure. 

'•  Mrs.  Brodhead  joins  me  in  sending  kind  n- 
membrances  to  Mrs.  Davis  and  yourself. 

''Sinoevely  and  gratefully  your  friend, 
"JOHJi  BaoDHain." 
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On  the  17th  of  October,  1859,  this 
ooontrj  was  bewildered  and  astound- 
ed, while  the  fifteen  Sla^e  States 
were  conrnked  with  fear,  rage^  and 

liatc,  by  telegrapliic  diiq>atcheB  from 
Baltimore  and  Washin<]::toQ,aimoimo- 
ing  the  outbreak,  at  Harper's  Fc^rn-, 
of  a  oons]>iracy  of  Abolitionists  and 
negroes,  huvinor  for  its  obje<*t  the  de- 
vastation and  ruin  of  tlic  South,  and 
the  ma^^acre  of  her  white  iuhabitauts. 
A  report  that  President  Buchanan 
had  been  prodaimed  Emperor  and 
Autocrat  of  the  Korth  American 
aootiiienty  and  had  quietly  arrested 
and  imprisoned  all  the  members  of 
Oongress  and  Judges  of  the  Sujtrenie 
Court,  by  w;iy  of  strengtliening  liis 
Uourpiition,  ^V()uld  not  have  st'cmed 
more  essentially  incredible,  nor  have 
aroused  a  more  intense  excitement. 
Here  follow  the  dlspatehes  which 
gave  the  flnt  tidings  of  this  anda- 
ekms  and  amaring  demonstration: 

^' TxnrRRF.rTiov  at  nABFm^  BUBTt 
To  the  Associated  Press: 

**Baltivorr,  Monday,  Oet  IT,  1869. 

A  tlisyiatch  just  ri'eeive<l  hero  frotii 
Frederick,  and  dated  this  morning,  states 
fluit  an  inmirrectioii  hat  broken  oat  at 
IlarjHT's  Fi  rry,  where  an  anned  band  of 
AbulitiouiHta  have  full  possession  of  th« 
Govemmmit  Arsenal,  The  expresw  train 
poinir  t'Mst  wjis  tw  ii  f  tlrod  into,  iitid  one  of 
the  railroad  hands  and  ii  negro  Jiilled,  while 
tbitiy  were  endeavoring  to  get  the  train 
throujLrh  tho  town.  The  insurrectionists 
stopped  and  arrested  two  men,  who  had 
oome  to  town  with  a  load  of  wheat,  nml. 
seizing  their  wagon,  loaded  it  with  ridesi 
and  sent  them  into  Maryland.  The  hisnr- 
rectionists  nninlH-r  nhoiit  whites,  and 
are  aided  bv  a  giuig  of  negroes.  At  last 
acoomits,  fijihting  was  poiinf  on. 

''The  above  is  pivt  ii  ju<t  as  it  was  rc- 
ceived  here,  it  seems  very  improbable,  and 
■hoidd  bs  i«Mi?ed  with  great  cantlon,  ontil 


afflnned  by  ftirtlier  advioea.  A  later  dis- 
patch, received  at  the  railroad  office,  sayi 
the  ail'air  has  been  greatlj  exaggerated. 
The  reports  had  dieir  finmaatkm  ui  a  diffl* 
cnlty  at  the  Annory,  with  wUoh  negroes 
had  nothing  to  do. 

**BM.TntovB,  10  d'doolr. 

"It  is  apprehended  fliat  tlie  affair  at  Har- 
per's Ferry  is  more  serious  than  our  citizens 
seem  willing  to  believe.  The  wires  from 
Harper's  Ferry  are  cut,  and  constM|nently 
we  have  no  telegraphic  communication  with 
Monocacy  Station.  The  soatbeim  train, 
which  was  dno  here  at  an  early  hoor  this 
morning,  has  not  yet  arrived.  It  is  rumor- 
ed that  there  is  a  atsmiiede  of  negroes  from 
this  State.  There  are  many  other  wild 
rumors,  but  nothing  authentic  as  yet. 
" BALTivoai,  Monday,  Oct.  IT— 2  p.  m. 

"  Another  account,  received  by  train, 
says  tho  bridge  across  the  I'otoinue  was 
tilled  with  in8aigMit%  all  armed.  Every 
light  in  the  town  waa  extinguished,  and  the 
hotels  closed.  All  the  streets  were  in  the 
jxissession  of  the  mob,  and  every  road  and 
lane  leading  thereto  barricaded  and  guard* 
ed.  Men  were  seen  in  every  quarter  with 
mnskets  and  bayonets,  who  arrustiHl  the 
citizens,  and  impressed  them  into  the  ser- 
vice, inehiding  many  negroee.  This  done, 
the  United  States  Arsenal  and  fJovernment 
Pay-house,  in  which  was  said  to  be  a  large 
amonnt  of  money,  and  all  other  pnblio 
works,  were  seized  liy  tlio  mob.  Some  were 
of  the  opinion  that  tho  object  was  entirely 
plunder,  and  to  rob  the  Government  of  the 
funds  deposited  on  Saturday  at  the  Pay- 
honse.  During  tho  night,  the  mob  made  a 
demand  mi  tlie  Wager  Hotel  for  provisions, 
and  enforced  tho  claim  by  a  body  of  armed 
men.  The  citizens  were  in  a  tetrrible  state 
of  alann,  and  the  insugents  have  threatened 
to  bum  the  town. 

"  The  following  baa  Jnst  been  received 
from  Mi)ii<K  :icy,  this  side  of  IlariH-r's  F<  rry  : 
'  The  Mail  Agent  on  the  western-bound 
train  baa  retnmed,  and  reports  that  the 
train  was  unable  to  get  throngh.  Tho 
town  is  in  possession  of  the  u^roes,  who 
arrest  every  one  they  can  eaten  and  im- 
j>rison.  The  train  due  hero  at  3  p.  m., 
could  not  get  through,  and  the  Agent  came 
down  on  aa  empty  sngine.* " 


ProhaULythe  moro  preyalent  sen- 
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sation  at  firnt  excited  by  this  intelli-  | 
gence  was  tliat  of  blank  incredulity,  j 
Harper's  Ferry  being  the  beat  of  a 
Natioiijil  Anuorv,  at  which  a  large 
number  of  mechanics  and  artisans 
w«re  nanallj  employed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, it  was  supposed  by  many 
that  some  ooDision  respecting  wagc^ 
or  hours  of  labor  had  occurred  be- 
tween the  officers  and  the  workmen, 
wliicli  had  provoked  a  popular  tu- 
mult, anJ  jierliaps  a  stoppa<^o  of  the 
trains  pa.-.-ing  through  that  village 
ou  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Kuilroad ; 
and  that  this,  magnified  by  rumor 
and  alarm,  had  afforded  a  basis  for 
these  monstroos  exaggerations.  Yet, 
as  time  wore  on,  further  advices,  with 
particulars  and  circumstances,  left  no 
room  to  doubt  the  substantial  truth 
of  the  original  report.  An  attempt 
liad  actually  been  made  to  excite  a  ^ 
t^lave  insurrection  in  Northern  Vir- 
ginia, and  the  one  man  in  America 
to  whom  such  an  enterprise  would 
not  seem  ntter  insanity  and  snicidey 
was  at  the  head  of  it 


John  Brown  was  sixth  in  descent 
from  Peter  Brown,  a  carpenter  by 
trade,  and  a  Puritan  by  intense  con- 
viction, who  was  one  of  the  glorious 
company  who  came  over  in  the  Afay- 
flower,  and  landed  at  Plymouth  Itock, 
on  that  memorable  22d  of  December, 
1690.  The  fourth  in  descent  from 
Peter  the  pilgrim,  was  John  Brown, 
bom  in  1728,  who  was  captain  of 
the  "West  Simsbury  (Connecticut) 
train-band,  and  in  that  capacity 
joined  the  Continental  Army  at  New 
York  in  the  Spring  of  17TG,  and, 
after  two  months'  service,  fell  a  vi(;- 
tim  to  camp-fever,  dying  in  a  bam  a 
few  mfles  north  of  the  city.  His 
grandson,  John  Brown,  of  Osawato- 


mie,  son  of  Owen  and  Kuth  Brown, 
was  bora  in  Torrington,  Conn.,  May 
0,  1800.  On  his  mother's  side,  he 
was  descended  from  Peter  Miles,  an 
emigrant  trom  Holland,  who  settled 
at  Bloomfieldy  Oonn.,  about  1700 ; 
and  his  grandfiither  on  this  side, 
Gideon  Hilis,  also  served  in  the 
Eevolutionary  war,  and  attained  the 
rank  of  lieutenant. 

"Wlien  John  was  but  five  years  old, 
Ids  father  migrated  to  Tfudson,  Ohio, 
where  he  died  a  few  vears  since,  aged 
eighty-seven.  He  was  engaged,  dur- 
ing the  last  war,  in  furnishing  beef 
caitle  to  our  finces  on  the  northern 
frontier;  and  his  son,  John,  then 
twelve  to  fourteen  yean  of  age,  ao- 
companiedhim  as  a  cattle-driver,  and, 
in  that  capacity,  ^^^tne8sed  Hull's  SUSP- 
render  at  Detroit,  in  1S12.  TTe  was 
so  disgust  I'd  with  what  he  saw  of  mil- 
itary lite  liiat  lie  utterly  refused,  when 
of  suitaMo  age,  to  train  or  drill  in 
the  militia,  but  paid  fines  or  evaded 
sendee  during  his  entire  liability  to 
military  duty.  In  an  antobiograph- 
ioal  fiBgment,writt^  by  him  in  1857, 
for  a  child  who  had  evinced  a  deep 
interest  in  his  Kansas  efforts,  speaking 
of  himself  in  the  third  person,  he  says: 

"Dnrinp  the  war  with  England,  r\  rirrnm- 
8taiio«  occurred  tliat  iu  Uio  eud  wade  hun  a 
most  determined  Abolitiimiit,  tmd  led  him  to 
declare,  or  swear,  eternal  \v;ir  witli  Shivery. 
Uo  was  8t4tying.  for  a  short  time,  with  a 
very  gentlemanly  landlord,  once  a  United 
Stated  Marshal,  who  hi  ld  a  shivo -hoy  near 
his  own  afie,  active,  intelligent,  and  good- 
feelint;,  and  to  whom  John  was  under  con- 
siderahle  oMi<j:itioii  for  nninorous  little  act* 
of  kindnesj*.  The  master  made  a  great  pet 
of  John,  broagtit  bira  to  tahle  with  his 
first  company  and  friends — called  their  atten- 
tion to  every  little  smart  thing  he  f»aid  or  did, 
and  to  the  faet  of  his  being  more  than  a  hun- 
dred miles  iTom  home  with  a  drove  of  cattle 
alone ;  while  the  negro  hoj  (who  was  AiDjV 

j  if  not  more  than,  his  e«iu:il.)  was  badly 
clothed,  poorly  fed  and  lodged  in  cold  weath- 

I  «r,  and  beatan  bdbra  hia  eyes  with  inn 
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Acffels  or  any  other  thing  that  oamo  first  to 
iMad.  Tbia  brought  Jobn  to  reflect  on  the 
wretebed,  hopel«M  oonditioii  of  fttherlees 
and  mutherless  slave  children ;  for  such  chil- 
dren have  neither  ikthers  nor  mothers  to 
protect  and  provide  for  them.  He  eome- 
times  woidd  nlie  the  queftko,  Is  God  their 
Father?" 

Young  Jolin  liad  very  little  of 
what  is  called  education;  poverty 
and  lisrd  work  being  bis  principal 
teaehers.  At  sixteen  yean  of  age, 
be  joined  the  Congjregational  Church 
in  Iludson ;  and  from  fifteen  to  twen- 
ty he  learned  tlie  trade  of  tanner  and 
currier.  He  returned  to  Tvew  Eng- 
land while  Btill  a  minor,  and  com- 
menced, at  Plaintield,  Mas?.,  a  course 
of  study  with  a  viaw  to  the  Clu-istian 
ministry ;  but,  being  attacked  with 
inflammation  of  the  eyea,  wbieh  nlti- 
matdy  became  ehronie,  be  lelin- 
qniahed  this  poxBoit  and  retomed  to 
Ohio,  wliere  he  married  liis  first  wife, 
Dianthe  Luak,  when  a  little  more 
til  an  twenty  years  of  age.  By  her, 
he  had  seven  children ;  the  lu8t  of 
whom,  bom  in  1H32,  M'as  buried  with 
her  three  days  after  its  birth,  lie  next 
year  married  Mary  A.  Day  (wbo  sor- 
Tives  bim),  by  whom  be  had  thirteen 
ehildren,  of  whom  three  boob  were 
with  him  at  ITaqier's  Ferry,  two  of 
whom  lost  their  lives  there,  and  the 
third  escajwd.  Ei<^lit  of  his  children 
were  living  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Brown  worked  for  liimself  as  a 
tanner  and  farmer  live  or  six  yeare  in 
northern  Ohio,  and,  for  nine  or  ten 
yean  thereafter,  in  Crawford  Coonty, 
Penn^lyania,  enjoying  general  re- 
wpect  as  a  unoere,  earnest,  nprij^t, 
pions  man.  One  a  h  >  knew  him  in 
those  dayBremembera  that  the  wrong 
of  Slavery  was  a  favorite  topic  with 
him,  and  that,  though  stern  in  man- 
ner, lie  was  often  affected  to  tears 
when  depicting  the  unmerited  suii'er- 


ingB  of  Blaves.    So  early  as  1889, 

the  idea  of  becoming  bimBelf  a  Hbe- 

r-itor  of  the  unliappy  race  was  cher- 
ished by  him.  From  1835  to 
he  lived  once  more  in  northern  Ohio, 
removing  thence  to  Springfield,  Mass., 
where  he  engaged  in  wool-dealing 
under  the  firm  of  Perkins  &  Brown, 
selling  wool  extensively  on  comnuB- 
don  fer  growen  along  the  Bonthem 
flbore  of  Lake  Erie,  and  undertaking 
to  dictate  prices  and  a  system  of  gra 
ding  wools  to  the  manufactureiB  of 
Xew  Enrjland,  witli  whom  he  came 
to  an  open  rupture,  which  induced 
him  at  length  to  ship  two  hundred 
thousand  pounds  of  wool  to  Tvoudon, 
and  go  thither  to  sell  it.  This  bold 
experiment  proved  a  fiulnre,  wool 
bringing  ftr  higher  prices  hi  this 
coimtry  than  in  any  other.  He  final* 
ly  gold  at  a  fearful  loss  and  came 
home  a  bankrupt.  But,  meantime, 
he  had  traveled  considerably  over 
Europe,  and  learned  something  of 
the  wavsof  the  world. 

In  1840,  he  removed  witli  his  fam- 
ily to  irorl]i  Elba,  Essex  Coonty,  Kew 
York,  to  Bome  land  given  bim  by  Oer- 
ritSmitL  He  went  thither  ezpresa* 
ly  to  counsel  and  benefit  the  negroes 
settled  in  that  vicinity,  on  lands  like- 
wise  bestowed  upon  them  by  our  no- 
blest }'hilanthro}»ist.  The  location 
was  a  hard  one,  high  up  among  the 
glens  of  the  Adirondack  Mountains, 
rugged,  cold,  and  bleiUc.  The  negroes 
generally  becamediBcouraged,  in  view 
of  the  hicesBant  toil,  privation,  and 
hardships,  Involved  in  hewing  a  farm 
and  a  habitation  out  of  the  primitiva 
wilderness,  in  a  secluded,  sterile  re- 
gion, and"  gave  over  in  despair  af^er 
a  brief  trial;  but  John  Browm  and 
his  sons  persevered,  ultimately  mak- 
ing homes  for  themselves,  which, 
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though  not  luxurious  nor  invitinf^, 
their  families  retain.  In  1851,  tlie 
father  returned  with  liis  family  to 
Akron,  Ohio,  where  he  once  more 
carried  on  tbe  wool  busmeas  and  man- 
aged tlie  fkrm  of  a  fiiend ;  but,  in  1855, 
on  Btarting  for  Eanaas,  he  moved  bia 
family  back  to  their  own  home  at 
N>  rth  Elba,  where  they  remain,  with 
his  grave  in  the  midst  of  them. 

In  1854,  liis  four  elder  soiis^ — all  h\ 
his  first  wile,  and  all  living  in  Oliio — 
determined  to  migrate  to  Kaiisur^. 
They  went  thither,  primarily,  to 
make  that  a  Free  State ;  seoon^y,  to 
make  homea  for  themselTeB  and  their 
fiuniliea.  They  went  unarmed,  hav- 
ing a  very  inadequate  idea  of  the 
nature  and  spirit  of  tlio  iiend  they 
were  defying.  Tlioy  t^cttlod  in  Ly- 
kins  County,  southern  Kanj^as,  about 
eight  miles  distant  from  the  present 
village  of  Osawatomie,  and  not  far 
from  the  Misfioori  border.  Here  they 
were  soon  so  harassed,  threatened, 
insulted,  and  plundered,  by  gangs  of 
marauding  ruffians  from  Missouri, 
tliat  tliey  found  it  im])0ssiljle  to  re- 
main without  arms,  and  thev  wrote  to 
their  father  to  procnre  t-uch  as  tliey 
needed.  lie  obtained  them  ;  ami,  to 
make  Bure  work  of  it,  went  m  itii  tliom. 
Nearly  all  others  went  to  Xansjis  in 
the  hope  of  thereby  improving  their 
worldly  condition,  or,  at  least,  of 
making  homes  there.  John  Brown 
went  there  for  tibe  sole  purpose  of 
figliting,  if  need  were,  for  Liberty. 
He  let^  his  family  behind  him,  for  ho 
had  no  intention  of  making  Kansas 
hiri  home.  He  wui*  no  politician,  in 
the  current  aecejjtation  of  the  term, 
having  taken  little  or  no  interest  in 
party  contests  for  many  years.  His 


intimate  follower  and  admiring  bio|^ 
rapher,  Itedpath,  nays  of  him : 

"  It  has  been  asserttKl  that  he  was  a  mcin- 
ber  of  the  RLj)uhlican  partj.  It  is  false. 
He  despbod  tlie  Repablican  party.  It  h  true 
that,  like  every  Abolitionist,  ho  was  oppofiod 
to  the  extension  of  Slavery :  and,  like  tlio 
nuyorit^  of  anti-Slavery  men,  in  favor,  ahK>, 
of  organized  political  action  sfrahist  H.  Bnt 
he  was  too  earnest  a  niiin,  and  ton  devout  a 
Christian,  to  rest  satisfied  with  the  oulj  ac- 
tion BgthuA  Slavery  eonslfltent  with  one^s 
dnty  as  a  citizen,  accordinp  tn  the  u'*nul  Re- 
publican interpretation  of  tlie  Federal  Con- 
f«titatton.  It  teaches  tiiat  vre  tnnst  content 
ourselves  a\  itii  resisting  the  extension  of 
Slavery.  W  la-re  the  Kepul)lican8  said, 
'  Halt!'  John  Mrown  Aouted,  '  Forward!  to 
the  rescue!'  IIo  was  nn  Abolitionisst  of  the 
Hunker  llill  school,  lie  followed  neither 
(Jarrison  nor  Seward,  Gerrit  Smith  nor 
Wendell  Pliillips;  but  the  CJolden  Rule  and 
the  Declaration  of  Iiidi'j)endence.  in  the 
Hpirit  of  the  Hebrew  warriors,  and  in  the 
God-a^laoded  mode  that  they  adopted.' 
'  The  mhle  story  of  Ofdeon,*  records  a  man 
who  betrayed  him.  'had  manifestly  u  ^rreat 
i  ull  uence  <»i  his  actions.'  Ue  believed  in  ha- 
man  brotherhood  and  in  the  God  of  Battles; 
he  admired  Nat  Turner,  tlie  ne^rro  jiatriot, 
equally  with  George  Wushington,  the  white 
American  deliverer.  He  ooold  not  see  that 
it  was  heroic  to  fijrht  against  a  potty  tax  <m 
tea,  and  war  seven  long  years  for  a  i)oliti<-al 
prindplo,  yet  wrong  to  restore,  by  force  of 
arms,  to  an  outraged  race,  tlie  ri^lits  with 
whirli  tlieir  Maker  had  endowed  tliern,  but 
of  which  the  South,  for  two  centuries.  )iad 
robbed  them.  Tho  ohl  man  distrusted  the 
Repniilicaii  leaders.  Ho  thoufjlit  lliat  their 
success  in  1860  would  be  a  serious  check  to 
the oanse  he  loved. '  His  reason  was  that  the 
people  had  confidence  in  these  leaders,  and 
would  believe  that,  by  tlieir  action  in  Con- 
srresst  they  would  peacefully  and  speedi^ 
abolish  Blaverr.  That  the  pmple  wonld 
be  deceived — that  tlio  TUi>iiMir;iiis  would 
become  as  conservative  of  Slavery  as  the 
Demoomta  themsdves  he  sinoerely  and 
proplatically  btlievtd.  Ay>atliy  to  the  wel- 
fare of  tlie  .sinvo  Would  follow;  and  hence, 
to  avert  this  moral  and  national  eolami^t 
he  hurried  on  to  llarjier's  Ferry. 

'*  He  won  no  politician.  He  deapiseti  that 
class  with  all  the  ener^ry  of  his  eameslaDd 
(letermiiied  nature.  He  was  too  large  a  man 
to  siuiid  on  any  j)arty  platform.  He  plant- 
ed his  feet  on  the  Rock  of  AgWi  the  Eter- 
nal Truth — and  was  therefora 
in  his  policy  or  principles." 


1  " '  The  Bepublicans  of  1 858  wiU  be  the  Dcm- 
aenH  ot  IMO*— a  pithy  prophaqri  iMad  ooiong 


the  manuscripts  at  Harper's  Ferry — ^ia  a  brief 
of  JohftBrowa'aidaai." 
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Of  couTBe,  he  was  not  pleased  with 
what  he  ibimd  aud  saw  in  Kansas. 
There  were  too  much  policy,  too 
much  politics,  and  t^o  <rener:il  a  re- 
gard lor  j>ersonul  r-ui'rty  and  couifort. 
He  would  have  i>rel'erred  a  good  dual 
lees  riding  about,  especially  at  night, 
with  mttre  solid  fighting.  Bedpath, 
who  Yisited  him  in  his  camp  near 
Flniric  City,  not  long  before  the  bat- 
tle of  Black  Jack,  says: 

**I  shall  not  jiiion  f<'r;_'ot  the  !=('ono  that 
ihare opened  to  my  viow.  Saur  the  cnlgu  of 
the  cfraek,  a  dozen  horses  were  tied,  all  read  y 

s.'iildlod  for  ft  rido  for  lifo.  or  ;i  hiiiit  ;iftor 
buuUioru  invaders.  A  duzi^i  rilies  uu<l  (-u- 
bres  irere  stacked  around  the  trcen.  In  an 
open  -pare.  nTiiifl  the  shady  and  hif'  v  \vno(]^, 
Uiwre  was  a  great  bhi/ini:  tire  witli  a  pot  on 
it;  a  woman,  bare-h<.a<lL  >l.  with  an  honest, 
piiii-htirnt  face,  wa^  ]tirkinir  Markh*  rrifs 
from  the  bu?*he.s;  tlirce  or  t'our  anacd  nwn 
W«ra  tjring  on  red  and  blue  bhinkc-tH  on  the 
prra5s;  aud  two  fine-looking  youths  were 
stunditiir,  leaninjf  on  their  anns,  on  pnard. 
Iit*;ir  by.  ( )ne  oi'tlii'ni  w  as  t!n'  yoiiii;rt  -it  ,1.11 
of  Old  Brown,  and  the  other  wa»  '  Chai  u  \ 
the  brave  Hunffarian,  who  was  8nl)8equently 
mnnh-ri'd  at  ( )-a w.it nmio.  Old  Brownhini- 
•elf  atood  near  the  tire,  with  Ids  sblrt-sleeves 
rolled  np,  and  a  larire  piece  of  pork  in  hi'- 
hand.  ITe  was  cookiriL'  ii.itiu'.  He  was 
poorlj  cl*d,  aud  hia  tovs  protruded  from  his 
Mola.  The  old  man  received  me  with  ^cut 

cordiality,  and  tlie  little  l>anil  ^.'arhcr.'d  about 
me.  Bnt  it  wjx-s  for  a  moment  only  ;  for  the 
Oaptdn  ordered  them  to  renew  their  work. 
He  rc«pcct fully  but  tintily  forbade  convorsji- 
tiori  oa  the  Pottawatomie;  and  said  that,  if 
I  desired  any  Information  from  the  company 
in  relation  lo  their  rondiietor  intentions,  lie, 
a£  their  Captain,  would  answer  tor  them 
whatever  it  was  proper  to  communit-ate. 

In  this  camp,  no  manner  of  profane  lan- 
guajxe  was  permiHed ;  no  man  of  Immoral 
charfwter  was  jillowtd  to  stay,  t^xrept  as 
apiiaoner  of  war.  He  made  pr.iyers,  in 
Wmob  all  Ae  company  united,  every  morn- 
ing and  evL-niriL'';  and  no  fix-d  was  eviT 
tested  by  his  men  nntil  tlio  Divine  hle:i4ing 
bad  been  asked  on  it.  After  every  meal, 
thanks  were  returned  to  the  Hountiful  (liver. 
Olteo,  I  was  told,  the  old  man  would  retire 
to  Ae dansest  solitndes  to  wrestle  with  hi- 
God  in  seorat  ptayer.  One  of  lils  romjt.any 
tubsequcntlj  informed  me  tliat,  after  tli<  se 
rsiirings,  he  would  nay  that  the  Lord  ha  l 
dire<'t<'d  }\'vn  in  vi-iun-^  wlsat  ♦.mIo;  tfiat.  for 
hiniH^ii,  he  did  not  iuvc  wurlare,  but  peace 


— only  acting  in  obedience  to  the  will  of  the 
Lord,  aud  fighting  God's  battles  for  His 
children's  sake. 

"It  was  at  tins  time  that  the  old  man 
said  to  me:  'I  would  rather  have  the 
small-pox,  yellow  fever,  and  cholera,  all  to- 
gether in  ray  camp,  tiian  a  man  withoat 
principles.  It  *s  a  mistake,  Sir,*  he  oontniiied, 
'that  our  people  make,  ulicn  tiny  tbink 
that  bailies  are  the  beet  fighters,  or  that 
they  are  the  men  it  to  oppose  tiiese  Booth- 
erners.  Give  me  men  of  good  principles — 
God-fearina  men,  men  who  respect  them- 
selTee— and,  with  a  doMU  of  uein,  I  will  • 
opp< >s.<  any  hundred  ioeh  nwa  as  tbase  Bun 

fonl  rultians.' 

''I  remained  in  theoamp  about  an  hour. 
Never  before  had  I  met  such  a  band  of  men. 
They  were  not  earnest,  bat  earnestness  in- 
carnate. 8iz  of  them  wen  Jofan  ftrown** 


In  the  August  following,  a  new  in- 
yasion,  on  an  ezkensiTB  M»le,  of  Kan- 
sas, ftom  the  IfiflBoari  binder,  was 
pUmned  and  executed.  Tnflammatory 

proclamations  were  issued,  whioh  uf- 
firmed  that  the  pro-Slavery  settlers 
either  liad  been  or  were  about  to  be 
all  killed  or  driven  out  of  the  Terri- 
tory by  the  AbolitionifitvS,  aud  the 
Missourians  were  eidiorted  to  rally 
all  their  forces  for  the  conflict.  X«K- 
ington,  Mo.,  was  assigned  as  the 
place,  and  Angnsk  SOdi  as  the  time, 
of  assemblage  for  La  Fayette  Connty, 
and  New  Santa  Fe,  Jadnon  County, 
as  the  general  rendezvous.  "  Bring 
your  gnus,  your  horses,  and  your 
clothing,  all  ready  to  go  on  to  Kan- 
sas: our  motto  will  be  this  time,  '  No 
Quarter !'  Let  no  one  stay  away  1"  A 
similar  ap]ieal  was  tsBued  ftom  West^ 
port,  signed  by  AtcSdson,  BtringM- 
low,'  and  odieis.  A  ftroe  of  two 
ihofoaand  men  was,  by  virtue  of  these 
appeals,  collected  at  the  petty  \'illage 
of  Santa  Fe,  directly  on  the  border ; 
but  soon  divided  into  two  expeditions, 
one  of  wliich,  led  by  Senator  Atchi- 
son, was  confronted  at  Bull's  Creek 
by  not  more  than  half  its  number 
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under  Gen.  J.  H.  Laae^  and  tamed 

back  without  a  fight — first  halting, 
and  refusing  to  advance  against  the 
determined  front  of  the  Free-State 
men,  and  finally  disappearing  in  the 
cour&o  of  tlie  ensuing  night.  The 
other  and  Bmaller  party,  led  by  Gen. 
Keid,  consifited  of  four  to  five  hun- 
dred men,  well  aimed  with  United 
States  cannon,  mnekets,  bayonets,  and 
revolren,  and  liberaQy  supplied  with 
ammunition.  They  pur^^ncd  a  more 
southerlj  conrso,  ami.  at  daylight  on. 
the  morning  of  August  oOtli,  ajv 
]>roa(lif'd  the  little  village  of  Osawu- 
titinie,  whicli  was  defeiuled  ])y  liari-ly 
thirty  Free-State  men  j  but  their  lead- 
er was  old  John  Brown.  His  son 
Frederick  was  shot  dead,  abdnt  a 
mile  and  a  half  fh>m  the  village,  by 
the  Rev.  Hartin  White^  who  led  the 
pro-Slayeiy  advance  or  scouting  party, 
before  young  Brown  was  aware  of 
their  hostile  character.  Two  other 
Free-State  men  were  likewise  sur- 
prised and  killed  early  in  the  morn- 
ing. 

John  Brown,  with  hia  thirty  ccmr 
patriots,  took  position  in  great  haste 
in  the  timber  on  the  sontiiem  bank 

of  the  littio  river  Osage,  here  known 
as  the  Marais-des-Cygnes,  a  little  to 
the  northwest  of  the  village,  and  here 
fought  the  advance  of  the  foe  as  they 
approached,  until  thirty-one  or  two  of 
them  were  killed  and  from  forty  to 
fifty  wounded.  The  Free-State  men, 
fighting  generally  under  cover  against 
an  undisciplined  and  badly  managed 
force,  lost  but  five  or  six  in  all;  but 
the  disproportion  was  too  great,  and, 
their  ammunition  becoming  exhaust- 
ed, thev  were  forced  to  retreat,  leav- 
ing  Osawatoniio  to  be  sucked  and 
burned  again.  Bro\\Ti  himselt"  contin- 
ued steadily  Uring,  as  well  as  direct- 


ing his  men,  thnmgfaoat  the  conflusty 

amid  an  incessant  shower  of  grap^ 
shot  and  bullets.  Not  until  he  saw 
the  whites  of  the  enemy's  eyes  did  he 
give  the  order  to  his  little  band  to 
retreat.  The  Kuffians  killed  the  only 
wounded  prisoner  whom  they  took, 
as  also  a  "Mx.  Williams^  whom  they 
found  in  Osawatomie,  and  who  had 
taken  no  part  in  the  oonfiict  The 
Miflsourians  returned  to  their  homes 
in  triumph,  boasting  that  they  had 
killed  (»ld  Brown  and  dispersed  Ids 
band ;  but  their  wagon-loads  of  dead 
and  Wounded  created  a  salutary  awe, 
whicli  was  very  etiicient  in  ])revent- 
ing  future  invasions,  or  rendering 
them  comparatively  inftequent. 

The  Bev.  Martin  White,  for  his 
services  in  tliis  expedition,  was  chosen 
a  member  of  the  next  Lecompton 
(pro-Slavery)  Legislature,  which  he 
attended ;  and,  in  the  course  of  its 
deliberations,  he  entertained  his  fel- 
low-iiiombers  with  a  graphic  and  hu- 
nutrous  account  of  his  killing  of 
Frederick  Brown.  W^hen  the  session 
was  finished,  he  started  for  home,  but 
never  readied  it.-  "HSb  body  was 
found  cdd  and  stiff  on  the  prairie^ 
with  a  rifle-ball  through  his  vitals. 

Six  weeks  after  the  Osawatomie 
tight,  Capt.  Brown  was  in  Lawrence, 
sto]>ping  over  Sunday  on  his  way 
home  from  Topcka,  when  the  start- 
ling announcement  was  made  that 
2,800  Missourians,  under  Atchison 
and  Beid,  were  advancing  upon  that 
town.  Kotmore  than  two  hundred 
men  in  all  could  be  rallied  for  its  de> 
fense.  Brown  was  unanimously  ch<K 
sen  their  leader.  He  made  a  speech 
from  a  dry-goods  box  in  Main-street, 
opposite  the  poBt-ofiice,  Bubstantially 
j  as  follows : 

1     "  QoatlcmoD,  it  is  said  there  are  twentj- 
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fire  bandred  Mlssonrians  down  at  Franklin, 
and  that  they  will  be  here  in  two  hours. 
YoQ  can  tee  for  youraelves  the  mnokethey 

are  nmking  by  settiup  flro  to  the  houses  in 
that  town.  Now  is  probably  the  last  op- 
portunity you  win  hare  of  Boe\nft  a  flght;  »o 
that  you  bettor  <lo  vonr  host.  If  tlioy 
ihould  come  ap  and  attack  us,  don't  yell  and 
make  a  great  noise,  but  remain  perfectly  si- 
K-iit  :i!;<l  still.  Wait  till  they  pet  within 
twenty-live  yarda  of  you ;  get  a  pood  object; 
be  sore  you  see  the  hiud-.sipht  of  your  pun : 
then  fire.  A  prer.t  deal  of  powder  and  lead, 
and  very  precious  time,  arc  wasted  by  shotit- 
inp  too  high.  You  had  better  aim  at  their 
leps  than  at  their  heads.  In  either  case,  bo 
sure  of  the  bind  sights}  of  your  puns.  It  is 
fkom  this  reason  that  I  myself  have  so  many 
tiroes  escaped ;  for,  if  all  the  bullets  which 
have  been  aimed  at  me  had  hit  me,  lahoold 
bava  been  as  ItaU  of  boles  as  a  riddle.** 

He  proceeded  to  post  bis  men  bo 
admirably  as  to  conceal  entirely  their 
pMidty  of  nvmbeny  taking  adrantage 
of  a  gentle  ridge  mining  east  and 
west,  at  some  distance  eonth  of  tbe 
town.  The  hostile  forces  remained 
through  the  night  about  half  a  mile 
from  each  other,  with  a  corn-field  be- 
tween, each  man  covered  by  tlie 
graji.-^  and  tlie  inequalities  of  the 
ground,  tlieir  positions  otily  revealed 
by  the  flaahee  and  nporto  of  their 
gnns.  When  the  Bunroae  next  morn- 
ing, the  ICisMiiirians  had  decamped. 

Oapt.  Brown  left  aeon  after  for  the 
Eaat  by  the  circnitous  land  route 
throngli  Nebraska  and  Iowa ;  that 
throu^li  Missouri  being  closed  against 
Froe-State  men.  lie  took  a  fugitive 
slave  in  liis  wagon,  and  saw  him  safe- 
ly on  his  way  to  freedom,  lie  made 
two  or  three  TisitB  to  the  Eaat  in  fDflBt 
<tf  aid  and  of  flmd^  letoining  far  the 
list  time  to  Soathem  Eanaaa  in  the 
Antomn  of  1 858.  Peaoe  had  finally 
been  secured  in  all  that  part  of  the 
Territory  lying  north  of  the  Kansas 
river,  hy  tilie  greatly  increased  nnm- 


ben  and  inunenae  preponderance  oi 
the  Free-State  settlers,  rendering  ralda 
from  Missouri,  whether  to  carry  elec- 
tions or  devastate  j;ettleTnent=i,  too 
perilous  to  be   liglitly  undertaken. 
When  the  Missouriaiis  still  rallied,  in 
obedience  to  habit,  at  Kansas  elec- 
tions, they  did  so  at  Oicford,  Santa 
Fe,  and  other  poUa  held  jnat  along 
the  border,  where  they  conM  sndden- 
1 V  concentrate  force  enough  to  make 
the  operation  a  tolerably  safe  one. 
But  Southern  Kansas  was  still  veiy 
thinly  settled,  in  part  hv  ^Missourians ; 
wliile  Fort  8c<»tt,  a  military  post  and 
land-oflSce  in  tlie  heart  of  that  section, 
afl'orded  a  nucleus  and  a  rallying- 
point  for  pro-Slavery  terrorism.  Tlie 
ICisaoitrians,  recognizing  and  acting 
imder  the  Territorial  Legidatnie  and 
local  officers  created  by  the  Border 
Ruffian  irrupti*  ms  and  ftwidnlent  eleo- 
tioiis,  claimed  to  be  the  party  of  Law 
and  Order,  and  often,  if  not  usually, 
committed  tlieir  outrages  under  the 
lead  of  a  marshal  or  a  sheriff.  The 
Free-State   men,  repudiating  and 
scouting  those  elections  and  their 
frnits,  were  regarded  and  treated,  not 
only  by  the  pro-ShtTery  party  on  ei- 
ther side  of  the  border,  bat  by  the 
Federal  Administration  and  its  in- 
struments in  Kansas,  as  outlaws  and 
criminals.    At  length,  Fort  Scott  it- 
self wjis  captured '  by  Montgonier}^,' 
one  of  the  boldest  of  the  Free  State 
leaders,  who,  with  150  men,  entered 
it  by  night,  made  temporary  prison- 
en  of  its  d%nitarie8,  and  liberated  a 
Free-State  man  imprisoned  there. 
Montgomery  soon  after  surrendoed 
himself  to  the  Federal  Govemor  of 
the  Territory,  when  a  treaty  or  tm- 
derstanding  was  had  between  them, 
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under  iviiioh  the  ngicn  gndullj 
eettled  into  comparative  peaoe. 
But,  while  the  ibrmeat  was  at  it8 

hight,  and  forces  were  gathering  on 
both  Bides  for  the  conflict,  a  phive 
named  Jim  came  pccretly  across  tlie 
border  to  Capt.  Brown's  cabin,  and 
told  him  that  himBelf  and  his  family 
Iiad  been  sold,  and  were  to  be  sent 
off  to  Texas  next  day.  Brown,  with 
twenty  men,  di\nded  into  two  par- 
ties, crossed  the  lK>rder  in  the  night, 
liberated  Jim  and  his  family,  and, 
proceeding  to  the  liouse  of  another 
slaveholder,  gave  deliverance  to  live 
more  slaves.  The  other  party,  under 
Kugi,  called  at  several  houses  in 
aeaiRsh  of  slaves,  bat  found  none  until 
they  reached  the  residence  of  David 
Cbrnse,  who,  learning  their  object, 
seized  bis  rifle  and  raised  it  to  fire, 
hut  was  instantly  shot  dead,  fie 
had  but  one  slave,  who  accompanied 
hi.s  liberators  on  their  retreat.  One 
of  the  captured  slaveholders  was  car- 
ried several  miles  into  the  Territory 
to  prevent  his  raising  a  hue-and-cry 
for  rescue. 

A  fhiioas  excitement  throngbont 
Western  IGflsouii  inevitably  follow- 
ed. The  Governor  offered  a  reward 
of  three  thousand  dollars  for  the 
arrest  of  Brown,  on  his  part  ;  to 
which  President  Buchanan  added 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  It 
was  reported  that  the  slave  popula- 
tion of  the  two  adjacent  Missouri 
oounties  was  diminished  from  five 
hundred  to  fifty  within  aftwweeks^ 
mainly  by  removal  for  sale.  The 
more  moderate  Free-State  men  earn- 
estly disavowed  all  sympathy  with 
Brown's  doings  over  the  l>order,  or 
any  acts  of  violence  by  Free-State 


men  on  their  advenaiies,  not  oom- 

mitted  in  neoessary  self-defenie. 
Brown  soon  learned  tbat  he  must 
leave  Kansas,  or  remain  there  de- 
nounced and  condemned  by  those 
Avho  luul  liitherto  been  his  friends, 
lie  resolved  to  leave,  and  started 
early  in  January,  1859,  passing 
through  Iiawrenoe  on  bis  northward 
route,  fie  had  four  white  compan- 
ions, three  of  whom  afterward  foo^it 
under  him  at  fiarper's  Ferry,  and 
three  negroes,  beside  women  and 
children.  He  was  pursued  by  thirty 
pro-Slavery  men  from  Lecomj»ton  so 
sharply  that  he  was  compelled  to 
halt  and  prepare  for  a  defense.  He 
took  possession  of  two  deserted  log^ 
cabins  in  the  wilderness,  which  hii 
pursuers  snnounded,  at  a  respeotfol 
distance,  and  sent  to  Atdiison  and 
Lecompton  f  tr  reenforcements.  From 
Atchison,  twelve  men  arrived,  mak- 
ing their  force  forty-two  to  his  eight. 
As  they  were  preparing  to  attack, 
Brown  and  his  seven  companions 
snddenly  issued  from  the  wood,  in 
oidor  of  battle,  when  the  vahxroni 
pom  turned  and  fled.^  Kot  a  shot 
was  fired,  as  they,  putting  qnm  to 
their  horses,  galloped  headlong  across 
the  prairie,  and  were  soon  lost  to  the 
view.  Only  four  men  gtood  tlieir 
ground,  and  these  were  made  pris- 
oners forthwith.  Bro\vn  ordered 
them  to  dismount,  and  give  their 
hones  tohli  n^roes.  This  command 
ooeasioned — not  to  say  provoked— 
profime  language  on  tiieur  pert; 
whereupon  he  commanded  aiJencB, 
saying  he  would  pmnit  no  blas- 
phemy in  his  presence.  At  this,  they 
only  swore  the  louder  and  the  harder. 
''iCneell"  exclaimed  the  stem  Fuii- 


*  Thflj  probably  wero  already  aware,  though 
Brown  wu  not,  that  »  pu^  of  loountod  men 


from  Topekri  wtre  hastening  to  hia 
were  then  within  a  abort  dirtnoe 
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tm,  Bnddenfy  pFOBontiTtg  lus  jristoL 
There  mm  no  alternatiTe  but  a 
deadly  one,  and  th^  all  knelt. 
J  '*  Now,  pray !"  It  was  probably  their 
first  attempt  in  that  line  for  many 
years,  and  their  success  could  liurdly 
liave  been  brilliant ;  but  he  kept 
them  at  it  until  they  hud  at  least 
lunniftitftd  in  obedknt  and  doefle 
spirit  They  never  swore  again  in 
his  praenee,  thonf^  he  held  them 
priflonen  Ibr  five  days,  compelling 
them,  eaeh  and  all,  to  pray  night  and 
noniing.  Those  four  were  from 
Atchison  ;  and,  boinjr  finally  liberat- 
ed, returned  to  that  still  pro-Slavery 
city,  where  one  of  them  was  green 
enough  to  tell  the  story  of  their  cap- 
tore,  and  their  diadpliae  under  dd 
J<^  Brown.  The  lan|^  was  ao 
general  and  flo  hearty  that  they  soon 
left,  never  to  return. 

Brown  was  joined,  soon  after  this 
"  Battle  of  the  Spurs,"  by  Kagi,  with 
forty  mounted  men  from  To]>eka,  <>f 
whom  seventeen  escorted  him  salcly 
to  Ncbniska  iTitx,  He  there  crossed 
the  MiiisiB^ippi  into  Iowa,  and  travel- 
ed dowly  through  that  State,  lUi- 
noie,  and  lOohigan,  to  Detroit,  where 
he  arrived  on  the  IStfa  of  March, 
crossing  immediately  into  Ganada, 
wliere  hia  twelve  bl  ack&— one  of  them 
bom  since  he  left  Missouri — were 
legally,  as  well  as  ])ractically,  free. 
All  of  them  were  industrious,  pros- 
perous, and  happy,  when  last  heard 
from,  many  months  thereafter. 

A  aeeret  coirrantion,  called  by 
Brown,  and  attended  only  by  wuAi 
tdiitea  and  blaeks  as  he  believed  in 
thorough  sympatic  with  hifl  views, 
had  assembled  in  a  negro  chnrch  at 
Chatham,  Canada  West,  May  8, 
1858 ;  at  which  Convention  a  "  Pro- 
visional CoDstitation  and  Ordinances 


fbr  the  People  of  the  United  Btatea" 
had  been  adopted.  It  was,  of  ooum^ 

drafted  by  Brown,  and  was  essen- 
tially an  embodiment  of  his  political 
\-iew8.  The  nature  of  this  Constitu- 
tion is  sufficiently  exhibited  in  the 
following  extracts : 

**PBSAmns. — Wktnm,  Slaroiy,  throof^' 

out  its  entire  oxistonco  in  the  T'nitwl  States, 
is  none  otiier  tiian  the  most  barbarous,  un- 
provoked, and  m^asdflable  war  of  one  por- 
tion of  it^  citizens  againtt  nnotluT  portion, 
the  only  conditions  of  which  are  perpetuAl 
imprisotmient  and  hopeless  senritode,  or  ab- 
Bolnff  oxtemiinntion,  in  nttcr  (lisrejrftrd  and 
violiitiuu  of  those  eternal  and  self-evident 
tniths  set  forth  in  our  Deolaratkm  of  Ind»» 
pendcncc : 

"  Therefore,  "Wo,  tlie  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  oppressed  people,  who,  by  a 
recent  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  are 
declsred  to  have  no  rights  which  the  white 
man  is  bound  to  resi>eot.  together  with  all 
the  other  people  degraded  by  the  laws 
thereof,  do,  fbr  th«  time  bein^,  ordain  and 
estalili^h  for  our<<'lvfs  t!i<  fnllowinp  Provis- 
ional Constitution  and  ordinances,  the  better 
to  protect  onr  people,  property,  Uves,  «imI 
libertieM,  and  to  govern  our  actionH. 

"Abticlk  I.  Qualijieationt  of  Member- 
tihip. — All  persons  of  mature  age,  whether 
prosorilx  d.  oppreswd,  ami  ensltivt-d  citizens, 
or  of  jirosjcribed  and  oppressed  rucea  of  the 
Unit«fl  States,  who  shall  aL'n  o  to  sustain 
and  enforce  the  Provision;;!  ('onstitati<Ml 
and  ordinances  of  or^'uuizution,  togetlier 
with  all  minor  childn  u  of  such  persona^ 
shall  be  held  to  be  fully  entitled  to  proteo- 
Uon  under  the  same," 

AitT.  XXVIII.  .Property. — All  captured 
or  contiscated  property,  and  all  property 
the  prodnot  of  tne  labor  of  fliosft  belonging 
to  this  organization,  and  of  their  fariiiliea, 
shall  be  held  as  the  property  of  the  whole 
equally,  witlnrnt  dimnetion,  and  may  be 
used  for  the  common  benefit,  or  disposed  of 
for  the  same  otyect.  And  any  person,  olhcer 
or  otherwise,  who  shall  improperly  retain, 
secrete,  upe.  or  needlessly  destroy,  such 
jjroperty,  or  any  property  found,  captured, 
or  confiscated,  belonging  to  the  enemy,  or 
shall  willfully  negle<  t  to  render  a  full  and 
fair  statement  of  such  property  by  him  so 
takoi  or  held,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misde- 
meanor, and,  on  conviction,  ahall  be  pan« 
ished  accordingly. 

"Akt.  XXIX.  Saffty  or  InUUigewt 
Fund. — All  money,  plate,  watohea,  or  iawel- 
ry,  captured  by  bonorable  warfkre,*  fbmid, 
taken,  or  confiscated,  Tielonging  to  the 
enemy,  ahall  be  hekl  saored,  to  ooostitate  a 
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liberal  safety  or  intelligenoe  fond ;  and  an y 
person  irbo  Bhall  improperlj  retain,  di>p 
of,  Ii :'!<-',  use,  or  dtstroy.  such  money  or 
Other  articles  above  named,  contrar^^  to  the 
proTisions  and  spirit  of  this  article,  shall  be 
deemed  gnilty  of  theft,,  and,  on  conviftion 
thereof,  shall  be  puabhed  accordingly.  The 
Treasurer  shall  ramish  tiie  Oominander-iii- 
Oliief  at  all  times  with  a  full  statement  of 
the  condition  ofspch  fund,  and  its  nature/^ 
"Am.  XXXnL  Volunteerti.— AM  per- 
FOTiq  wlio  may  come  forwftrd,  and  slmll  vol- 
untarily deliver  up  slaves,  and  liave  their 
names  remastered  on  the  books  of  this  organ- 
ization, shall,  so  long  as  they  conttnne  at 
peace,  be  entitle<l  to  the  fullest  protection 
in  person  and  property,  though  not  con- 
nected with  this  organization,  and  »h&U  be 
treated  as  friends,  and  not  merely  as  persons 
neutral. 

"Ait.  XXXIV.  jr«tt«fa2fc— The  persons 
and  ]<ro|jrrty  of  all  non-siaTeboilders  who 

fihall  remain  absolutely  neutral  shall  Ito  re- 
spected so  lar  as  circumstances  can  allow  of 
it,  bnt  th^  sliall  not  be  entitled  to  any 
active  protection. 

"  Art.  XXXV.  No  Needless  Ha^^^.— The 
needless  waste  or  dostrnction  of  anj  naeftil 
property  or  artiolo  hy  fire,  throwins  open  of 
ieneeM,  lields,  building's,  or  needless  killing 
of  aninjals,  or  injury  of  either,  shall  not  be 
tolerated  at  any  tirao  or  place,  but  shall  be 
promptly  and  peremptorily  punished. 

"Airr.  XXXVI.  Property  ConjiAcnU,!.— 
The  entire  personal  and  real  property  of  all 
psfsons  Icnown  to  be  acting,  either  directly 
or  indiriM  tly,  with  or  for  the  enemy,  or 
fimnd  in  arms  with  them,  or  found  wiliAilljr 
holding  slaree,  shall  be  eonfisoated  and 
taken  wlii  ncvcr  ,ind  wherever  it  may  be 
found,  in  eitJier  Free  or  Slave  States." 

"  Art.  XL  VI.  Thme  Article*  not  for  the 
Overthrow  of  Ooremmenf. — The  foregoing 
articles  shall  not  be  construed  so  as  in  any 
way  to  eneoiinee  tiie  overthrow  of  any 
Stat«  Government,  or  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  and  look  to 
no  dissolution  of  the  Union,  but  simply  to 
amendment  and  n-ppul ;  and  our  flag  sliall  be 
the  same  that  uur  fathers  fought  under  in 
the  BerolatioiL" 

Under  this  Oonstitatioii,  the  offices 
of  Freeident  and  Commanderin- 

Cliief  were  to  be  separate,  and  in  all 
cases  to  be  lield  hy  diflerent  persons. 
John  Brown  was  chosen  Comniander- 
in-Chicf ;  J.  IT.  Kagi,  Secretary  of 
"War ;  Owen  Brown  (son  of  John), 
Treasurer ;  Bichard  Bealf,  Secretary 
of  States 


Brown  returned  to  t"he  States  soon 
after  his  triumphal  entry  into  Canada 
as  a  liberator,  and  was  at  Cleveland 
from  the  20tli  to  the  30th  of  March. 
He  entered  his  name  on  the  hotel- 
book,  as  **  John  Bkown,  of  Kanaaa^" 
adyertiBed  two  honea  finrvale  at  ano- 
tion;  and,  at  the  time  of  the  aale, 
stood  in  front  of  the  auctioneer'a 
stand,  notifying  all  bidders  that  tbe 
title  might  be  considered  defective, 
since  he  had  taken  tlio  liorses  with 
tlie  slaves  whom  he  liberated  in 
Western  Missouri,  finding  it  neces- 
sary to  his  success  that  the  slaves 
should  haye  hofaes^  and  that  the 
maatera  should  not  ''Bnt,"  he 
added,  when  telling  the  story  after- 
ward, "  thej  bronght  a  yeiy  ezcellenft 
pnce." 

Early  in  April  following,  he  was  in 
Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  sick  of  the 
ajrue.  He  visited  his  familv  in 
Essex  County,  New  York,  toward 
the  end  of  that  month.  In  May,  he 
was  in  Kew  York  City,  Roehestear, 
and  Boston,  where  he  leamed  to 
mannfactore  eraekers.  On  the  8d 
of  June,  he  was  at  OoDinsvilley  Oonn^ 
where  he  closed  a  contract  for  a 
thousand  pikes,  that  he  had  ordered 
some  time  before. 

He  was  so()n  afterward  again  in 
Northern  Ohio,  and  in  A\"estern 
Pennsylvania,  proceeding  by.  Pitts- 
burg and  Bedford  to  Ghunhenbiixg, 
wh^  he  remained  several  days.  He 
was  in  Hagerstown,  Md.,  on  the  SOth, 
where  he  registered  hia  name  aa 
"  Smith,  and  two  sons,  from  Western 
New  York."  He  told  his  landh^rd 
that  thcv  liad  been  farmincr  in  West- 
ern  New  York,  l)ut  had  been  discou- 
raged by  losing  two  or  three  years' 
crops  by  irost,  and  they  were  now 
lookiDg  for  a  milder  dimate^  in  a  l4>- 
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cation  adapted  to  wool-growing,  etc. 
After  looking^  about  Harper's  Ferry 
f(»r  several  days,  they  found,  live  t»r 
BIX  luiles  from  that  village,  a  large 
fanu,  with  three  unoccupied  houses, 
the  owner,  Dr.  Booth  Kennedy,  bav- 
Ing  died  the  last  Spring.  Theee 
houses  they  rented  for  a  trifle  nntil 
the  next  Harch,  paying  the  rent  in 
advance,  purchasing  for  cash  a  lot  of 
hogs  from  the  family,  and  agreeing 
to  take  eare  of  the  stoek  on  the  farm 
nntil  it  could  be  sold,  wliich  they 
faithfully  did.  After  they  had  lived  i 
there  a  few  weeks,  attraethig  no  ob- 
servation, others  joined  them  from 
time  to  time^  indndiiig  two  of 
Brown's  joiing  daughters;  and  one 
would  go  and  another  come,  without 
exciting  any  particular  remack. 
They  ])aid  cash  for  everything,  were 
sociable  and  friendly  with  their  neigh- 
borri,  and  seemed  to  pass  their  time 
mainly  hunting  in  the  mountains ; 
though  it  was  afterward  remembered 
that  thej  never  brought  home  any 
game.  On  one  occasion,  a  neighbor 
remarked  to  the  elder  Mr.  &nith 
(as  old  Brown  was  called),  thai  he 
had  observed  twigs  and  branches 
bent  down  in  a  peculiar  manner; 
which  Smith  explained  by  stating 
that  it  was  the  habit  of  Indians,  in 
traveling  through  a  strange  country, 
to  mark  their  path  thus,  so  as  to  be 
able  to  find  their  way  back.  He  had 
no  doabt,  he  said,  that  Indians  passed 
over  these  mountains^  unkiiown  to 
the  inhabitants. 

ICeantime,  the  greater  nujnl>er  of 
the  men  kept  out  of  sight  during  the 
day.  so  as  not  to  attract  attention, 
wliiie  their  arms,  munitions,  etc.. 


were  being  gradually  brought  ^rom 
Chambersbui-g,  in  well-secured  boxes. 
No  meal  was  eaten  on  the  farm, 
while  old  Urown  wiis  there,  until  a 
blessing  had  been  asked  upon  it  ;  and 
his  Bible  was  in  daily  requisition. 

Thenight  of  the  24th  of  October  - 
was  origLaallj  fixed  upon  by  Brown 
for  the  first  blow  against  Slaverj  in 
Virginia,  by  the  eaj)ture  of  the  Fedet- 
ral  Arsenal  at  Harper's  Fern* ;  and 
his  biograi)her,  Redpatli,  alleges  that 
many  were  on  tlieir  way  to  be  with 
I  him  on  that  occasion,  when  they  were 
paralyzed  by  the  intelligence  that  the 
blow  had  already  been  struck,  and 
had  ikiled.  The  reason  given  for 
this,  by  one'  who  wai  in  his  confi- 
dence, is,  tiliat  Brown,  who  had  been 
absent  on  a  secret  journey  to  the 
North,  suspected  that  one  of  his  party 
was  a  traitor,  and  that  lie  must  strike 
})rematurely,  or  not  at  all.  But  the 
women  who  had  been  with  them  at 
the  Kennedy  farm — the  wives  or 
daughters  of  one  or  another  of  the 
party~had  aheady  been  quietly  sent 
away ;  and  the  singular  complezioil. 
of  their  household  had  undoubtedly 
begun  to  excite  curiosity,  if  not .  * 
alarm,  among  their  neighbors.  On 
Saturday,  the  15th,  a  council  was 
held,  and  a  plan  of  operations  dis- 
cussed. On  Sunday  evening,  another 
conndl  was  held,  and  the  programme 
of  the  chief  unanimously  approved. 
He  closed  it  with  these  words : 

"And  now,  gmdeinen,  let  me  press  this 

one  thing  on  your  iniii<is.  You  all  know- 
how  dear  life  is  to  you,  auii  how  dear  your 
lives  are  to  yonr  friends ;  and,  in  remember- 
ing  that,  consider  that  the  lives  of  others 
aro  as  dear  to  them  as  yours  are  to  you. 
Do  not,  therefore,  take  the  life  of  any  one  If 
7o«  csn  poeeibly  avoid  it ;  but,  if  it  is  necee- 


*  A  certain  "  Col."  Hugh  Forbes,  an  Englisli     Kansas,  afterward  figured  as  a  rovealer  of  his 
adventurer,  and  general  dabbler  in  civil  di  -i  ni  d.  I  secrets,  or  what  wcro  nllcirod  to  Ix?  such.  Ilelisd 
wlu>  had  been  with  Brown  in  Iowa,  if  uui  m  j  been  disappointed  in  his  pecuniary  expectations. 
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§arj  to  take  life  in  order  to  wve  your  own, 
then  make  ton  work  of  tt" 

IIakpkr's  Ferry  was  then  a  village 
of  Bomo  fivo  thousand  iu  habitants, 
lying  on  the  Tligisla  Bide  of  the 
Potomac,  and  on  either  side  of  its 
principal  tributary,  the  Shenan^bah, 
which  here  enters  it  firon  the  l^th. 
Its  site  i3  a  mere  nest  or  cnp  amoi% 
high,  steep  mountains;  the  passage 
of  the  united  i-ivers  through  tlio  Bhie 
Ilidge  at  this  point  liaving  In  eu  pro- 
nounced by  Jefferson  a  bpet  tacle 
which  on©  mi^ht  well  cross  the  At- 
lantMf  '^^  jlHtoM^and  enjoy.  Here 
fb»  Ball&ioi^  and  Ohio  Baikoad 
erosBes  lf2t»  Potomac;  and  the  rich 
valley  of  the  Shenandoah  is  traverBed, 
for  a  considerable  distance  hence,  by 
the  Winchester  and  Harper's  Ferry 
Railroad.  Washington  is  fittv-seven 
miles  distant  by  tumj>ike',  Baltimore 
eighty  miles  by  railroad.  Modest  as 
the  villa^  then  was,  space  had  been 
with  difficulty  fbnnd  for  its  habita- 
tions, some  1^  which  were  perched 
npon  ground  four  hundred  feet  above 
the  surface  of  the  streams.  One  of 
its  very  few  streets  was  entirely  oocn- 
pied  by  the  work -shops  and  offices 
of  the  National  Armorv,  and  had 
an  iron  railing  across  its  entrance. 
In  the  old  Arsenal  building,  tliere 
were  usuaUy  stored  from  100,000  to 
200,000  stHid  of  arms.  The  knowl- 
edge of  lliis  had  douhtleas  determined 
the  point  at  which  the  first  blow  of 
the  liberators  was  to  be  Btmck. 

The  forces  with  which  Brown  made 
his  att:i(k  consisted  of  seventeen  wliite 
and  live  ("olored  men,  though  it  is  said 
that  otlicrs  who  escaped  assisted  out- 
side, by  cutting  the  telegraph  wires 
;and  tearing  up  the  railroad  track. 
The  entrance  of  this  petty  army  <n  to 
IHarper's  Ferry  on  Sunday  eveningp 


October  17th,  seems  to  have  been  ef- 
fected ^vitliout  crcatintr  alarm.  Thev 
first  rajtidly  extinguished  the  lights 
of  the  town  ;  then  took  possession  of  ■ 
the  Armory  buildings,  which  were 
only  guarded  by  three  watchmen, 
whom,  without  meeting  resistance  or 
exciting  alarm,  they  seized  and  locked  ^ 
up  in  the  guard4iouse.    It  is  probable 
that  they  were  aided,  or,  at  least,  ■ 
guided,  by  friendly  negroes  belong- 
ing in  the  village.    At  half-past  tes, 
the  watchman  at  the  Potomac  bridge 
was  seized  and  secured.    At  mid-r 
night,  his  successor,  arriving,  wag  > 
hailed  by  Brown's  sentinels,  bi^  nn^^ 
one  shot  being  fired  at  him  from  the 
bridge.    He  gave  the  alarm,  but  still 
nothing  stirred.    At  a  quarter-past 
one,  the  western  train  arrived,  and,^ 
its  conductor  found  the  bridge  guard- 
ed bv  armed  men.    He  and  <»tlu'r8 
attempted  to  walk  across,  but  were 
turned  back  by  presented  rifies.  One 
man,  a  n^ro,  was  shot  in  the  back, 
and  died  next  morning.   The  passen- 
gers  took  refuge  in  the  hotel,  and  re> 
mained  there  several  hours;  the  ooor 
dnctor  properly  refusing  to  pass  the 
train  over,  though  permitted,  at  three 
o'clock,  to  do  so. 

A  Httle  after  midnight,  the  house 
of  CoL  Washington  was  visited  by 
six  of  Rx>wn's  men  undw  Capt.  Ste> 
vens,  who  captured  the  Colonel,  >■ 
seiaed  his  arms^  horses,  etc,  and  libe-  ■ 
rated  his  slaves.   On  their  return/- 
Stevens  and  party  visited  the  house 
of  Mr.  Alstadtt  and  his  son,  whom 
they  captured,  and  freed  their  slaves. 
These,  with  each  male  citizen  as  he 
appeared  in  the  street,  were  confined 
in  the  Armory  until  they  numbered 
between  ioirtj  and  fifty.  Brown  in-'^! 
fcCTied  his  prisoners  that  they  could . 
be  liberated  on  condition  of  writibDi^.. 
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to  their  friends  to  send  a  negro  ajuece 
as  ransom.  At  dayliglit,  tlie  train 
proceeded,  Brown  walking  over  the 
bridge  with  the  conductor.  When- 
trrer  any  one  aaked  ihe  object  of  their 
eapton^  the  nnUbmi  Miswer  ^nu^  ''To. 
froB /Hm  eUrves  f*  and  when  one  of  the 
workmen,  seeing  an  armed  guard  at 
the  Anenal  gate,  asked  by  what  au- 
thority tlipy  liad  taken  possession  of 
the  ]>iililic  property,  he  was  answered, 
*f  By  tlie  authority  of  God  Almighty  !■' 
.  .  The  passenger  train  that  Fped  east- 
Wndfroni  Harper's  Ferry,  by  Brown's 
penrmkBioiiy  in  the  early  morning  of 
Monday,  Oistober  17th,  left  that  place 
completely  in  the  military  possession 
of  the  insurrectionists.  They  held, 
without  disjMite,  the  Arf^enal,  with 
its  offices,  workshops,  and  grounds. 
Their  sentinels  i>tuod  on  guard  at  tlie 
bridges  and  principal  corners,  and 
were  seen  walking  up  and  down  the 
rtreete.  Every  workman,  who  igno- 
BHitly  approMshed  the  Armory,  aa 
day  dawned,  was  Beized  and  impri- 
soned, with  all  other  white  males 
who  seemed  capable  of  making  any 
trouble.  By  eight  o'clock,  the  num- 
ber of  prisoners  had  been  swelled  to 
sixty-odd,  and  the  work  was  still  pro- 
ceeding. ^ 

But  it  was  no  longer  cmSrely  one- 
llded.  Hie  white  Virginians,  who 
had  anna,  and  who  remained  nnmo- 
leated  in  their  hoasee,  prepared  to 
we  them.  Soon  after  daybreak,  as 
Brown's  guards  were  bringing  two 
citizens  to  a  halt,  they  were  fired  on 
by  a  man  named  Turner,  and,  direct- 
ly atlcrMard,  by  a  grocer  named 
Boeriy,  who  was  instantly  killed  by 
liie  retam  fire.  Several  Tirgluians 
•toon  obtained  poeBoarion  of  a  room 
oyerlooking  the  Armoiy  gates,  and 
fired  tibenoe  at  the  aontineb  who 


guarded  them,  one  of  whom  fell 
dead,  and  another  —  Brown's  son 
Watson — was  mortally  wounded. 
Still,  throughout  the  forenoon,  the 
liberators  remained  maafters  <^  the 
town. '  There  were  abots  fired  firom  , 
one  aide  or  tbe  othor  at  intervals,  but  \ 
no  mora  easualties  reported.  The 
prisoners  were  by  turns  pennitted  to 
visit  their  families  under  guard,  to 
give  assuratu-e  that  they  still  lived 
and  were  kindly  treated.  Had 
Brown  chosen  to  fly  to  the  moun- 
tains with  his  few  followers,  he  might 
stfll  have  done  so,  though  with  a 
mneh  slenderer  chanoe  t>f  impunity 
than  if  he  had,  according  to  his  ori- 
ginal plan,  decamped  at  niidni|^ 
with  such  arms  and  ammunition  as 
he  could  hear  away.  Why  he  lin- 
gered, to  brave  inevitable  destruc- 
tion, is  not  certain  ;  but  it  may  fairly 
be  presumed  that  he  had  private  as- 
surances that  the  negroea  d  the  snr- 
ronnding  country  would  rise  at  the 
first  tidings  of  his  movement,  and 
come  floddng  tp  his  standard;  and 
he  chose  to  court  the  desperate 
chanceji  of  remaining  where  arms 
and  ammunition  for  all  could  abund- 
antly be  had.  True,  he  aiterward 
said  that  he  had  arms  enough  alrea- 
dy, either  on  or  about  his  premises; 
but,  if  so,  why  seize  Sarpe^s  Ferry 
stall! 

At  all  events,  if  bis  doom  was  Id* 

ready  sealed,  his  delay  at  least  has-- 
tcned  it.  Half  an  hour  after  noon, 
a  militia  force,  one  hundred  strong, 
arrived  from  (^harlestown,  the  county 
Hcat,  and  were  raj^idly  disj)osed  so  as 
to  command  ever}  available  exit  from 
the  plaoe.  In  taking  the  Shenandoah 
bridge,  they  killed  one  of  the  insmv 
gents,  and  captured  William  Thomp- 
son, ^  n&f^hm  of  Brown  at  £lb«s 
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nnwonnded.  The  nfie-works  were 
neoct  attacked,  and  qieedfly  carried, 

being  defended  by  fiye  .Insmrgents 
only.  These  attemptad  to  cross  the 

river,  and  four  of  them  sncceedcd  in 
reaching  a  rock  in  the  middle  of  it, 
•whence  thev  fought  witli  two  hun- 
dred Virginians,  w1k>  lined  either 
hank,  until  two  of  them  were  dead, 
and  a  tbird  mortaUy  wounded,  when 
the  fonith  suRendered..  Kagi, 
Brown's  Secretary  of  War,  was  one 
of  the  killed.  William  11.  Leeman, 
one  of  Brown^s  captaius,  being  pur- 
pinod  by  poorer*,  plunged  into  the 
river,  a  Virginian  wading  after  him. 
Lecniaii  turned  round,  threw  up  his 
empty  hands,  and  cried,  "Don't 
shoot The  Yirginian  iired  his  pis- 
tol directly  in  the  youth's  &oe— be 
was  bnt  twenty-two — and  shattered 
bis  head  into  fragments. 

By  this  time,  all  the  houses  around 
the  Armory  buildings  were  held  by 
the  Virginians.  Capt.  Turner,  who 
had  lired  llie  tirst  shot  in  the  mnni- 
ing,  wa>  kiHed  by  the  sentinel  nt  the 
Arsenal  gate,  as  lie  was  raising  his 
rifle  to  fire.  Here  Daugerfield  New- 
by ,  a  Virginia  slave,  and  Jim,  one  of 
Ooh  Wasldngton's  negroes,  with  a  teee 
negro,  who  had  lived  on  Washing- 
ton''s  estate,  "were  shot  dead ;  and 
Oliver  Brown,  another  of  the  old 
man's  sons,  being  hit  by  a  ball,  came 
inside  of  the  gate,  as  his  ])rother 
Watsou  had  done,  lay  quietly  down 
without  a  word,  and  in  a  few  mo- 
ments was  dead.  Mr.  Beddiam, 
mayor  of  the  town,  who  came  within 
range  of  the  insurgents'  rifles  as  they 
were  exchanging  volleys  with  the 
Virginians,  was  likewise  killed. 

At  the  sn^estion  of  Mr.  Kitzmil- 
ler,  one  of  Brown's  prisoners.  Aaron 
D.  Stevens,  one  of  his  most  trusted 


followers  fSrom  Kansas,  was  sent  ooft 
with  a  flag  of  tmoe  to  call  a  parley, 

but  was  instantly  shot  down  by  the 
Viiginians,  receiving  six  balls  in  bis 
person,  Thompson,  their  jirisoner, 
was  attacked  by  scores  of  them  in 
the  j>arlor  where  lie  was  confined, 
but  saved  for  the  moment  by  a  young 
lady  throwing  herself  between  him 
and  their  presented  rifles,  because,  as 
she  afterward  explained,  she  ''did 
not  want  the  carpet  spcikA/*  He 
was  dragged  out  to  the  bridge,  there 
shot  in  cold  blood,  and  his  body  rid- 
dled with  balls  at  the  base  of  the 
pier,  whither  he  had  ikllea  forty  feet 
from  the  bridge. 

By  this  time,  more  militia  had  ar- 
rived from  every  quarter,  and  a  party 
from  Ifartinsburgh,  led  by  a  raOroad 
condnetor,  attacked  the  Armory 
buildings  in  the  rear,  irhiie  a  detach- 
ment of  the  same  force  assailed  than 
in  front.  Brown,  seeing  that  liis  as- 
sailants were  in  overwhelming  f  )rce, 
retreated  to  the  engine-house,  where 
lie  rejnilr-ed  his  as.--ailants,  who  lost 
two  killed  and  si:^  wounded. 

Btill,  militia  contbHied  to  ponr  in; 
the  telegraph  and  railroad  having 
been  com{detely  repaired,  so  that  the 
Government  at  Washington,  Gov. 
Wise  at  Richmond,  and  the  authori- 
ties at  Baltimore,  were  in  immediate 
communication  with  IIaq)ers  Ferry, 
and  hurrying  forward  troo]»s  from  all 
quarters  to  overwhelm  the  remaining 
handful  of  insurgents,  whom  terror 
and  ramor  bad  multiplied  to  twenty 
times  their  actual  number.  At  five, 
P.  M.,  Oapt  Simons  anived,  with 
militia  from  Uaryland,  and  complet* 
ed  the  investment  of  the  Armory 
buildings,  whence  eighteen  prisoners 
had  already  been  liberated  upon  the 
retreat  of  Brown  to  the  engine-hooae. 
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Col.  Baylor  eommamld  in  cliief. 
The  firing  ee:i<e<l  at  nightfall.  Brown 
ollVre-l  to  liberate  Lis  prisoner:;,  upon 
c-oinlition  that  liis  men  should  be 
permitted  to  cross  the  bridge  in  ^Ai'o- 

tv,  w]ii(&  rafbiedk  K%lxt£nm€l 
^^rowii^B  ftraes  fed|ioed  to  th|<M-im- 
wolmdad  Irk^  teside  bkosel^  inih 

perhaps  lialf  a  dozen  noL'roes  from 
ihe  Ticinitj.  E  i  g)  1 1  of  Ihe  msorgeTite 
were  alrendy  dead  :  anotlior  lay 
dvinix  beside  tlie  survivors ;  two 
were  captives  mortally  \\  ouii(lcd,  and 
one  other  unhurt.  Around  the  few 
stmiTore  were  fifteen  hundred  arm- 
infiiiiaited  foee.  Half  a  dozen  of 
the  paarty,  who  had  been  sent  out  at 
jMjr  morning  by  Brown  to  capture 
OftTeholders,  and  liberate  slaves,  were 
abeent,  and  nnal)le,  even  if  willing, 
to  rej.iiu  their  cliief.  Tliey  fled  dur- 
iniz  the  nii'ht  to  ^larvlaiid  and  I'enn- 
t^y Ivania;  btit  most  of  them  were  ul- 
timately captui'ed.  During  that 
night,  OoL  Lee,  with  ninety  United 
Statee  maninee  and  two  pieces  of 
srtflleiy,  arrired,  and  took  poaseflsion 
ef  the  Armory  gaaid,  xerj  close  to 
«the  engine-hou^e. 

Brown,  of  course,  remained  awake 
and  alert  through  the  niLdit,  discom- 
fited jmd  beyond  eartlily  lio])e,  but 
perfectly  cool  and  calm.  ^aicMiov. 
Wise,  in  u  speech  at  liicluuond  soon 
after: 

'^Ool.  'W«1iiii|i:ton  n\A  that  Brown  was 

the  coolest  ni.iii  1h'  fVtTsnw  in  (k-fyin?  <le;ith 
and  clanger.  With  one  son  dead  by  liis  .side, 
and  another  shot  through,  he  felt  the  \nxhe 
of  liis  dviufr  «r)ri  witlj  oiu>  IhiikI.  held  liis  riHt* 
with  the  otlier,  and  ctiiiimiiiidcd  his  iiion 
widn  the  utmost  cuniiro-urc,  i  iM-onrngiiig 
thfui  to  be  firm,  and  to  M|U  their  Uvea  as 
dearly  as  i»ossib]e." 

Conversing  with  Col.  AVashington 
during  that  soUnam  night,  he  said  he 
Wblloij^jMed  his  sons  to  join  him 
l|t  iy»  ta^^dBtuiiy  Init  did  not  regret 


their  loss — they  had  4ied  in  good 

eaut^e. 

At  >even  in  the  moriiin<x,  after  a 
parley  which  resulted  in  nothing,  the 
marines  advanced  to  the  assault, 
broke  in  the  ^door  of  the  engine? 
house  by  nsing  a  laddeiv  as  a  batltf- 
jng^ram,  and  rushed  into  the  build-' 
ing.  One  of  the  defender-  was  shot 
and  two  marines  wounded;  but  the 
odds  were  to<  »  great ;  in  an  instant, 
all  re-i-tance  was  over.  Brown  was 
struck  in  the  face  with  a  saber  and 
knocked  down,  after  which  the  blow 
was  sevcfral  times  repeated,  while 
soldier  ran  a  bayonet  twice  itito  th« 
old  man's  body.  All  the^^argentg, 
it  was  said,  would  have  Ijeen  killed 
on  the  f-pot,  had  the  Virginians  been 
able  to  distinirui-h  tliem  with  cer- 
tainty from  their  ]>ri>oner8. 

Of  cour>e.  all  VirLHuia,  including 
her  (rovernor,  rushed  to  Harpers 
Ferry  upuu  learning  that  all  was 
over,  and  the  insurrection  completely 
suppressed.  The  bleeding  snrvironi 
were  subjected  to  an  alternation  of 
queries  ami  exec!  it'  'U-.  which  they 
met  l>ravelv,  as  thev  had  confronted 
the  bullets  (»f  their  numerous  and 
ever-increasing  foes.  They  an^\\  cred 
franklv.  save  where  their  reidies 
might  possibly  compromi;>e  persons 
still  at  liberty;  and  none  oi  Ihem 
sought  to  conceal  the  fact  that  they 
had  struck  for  Universal  Freedom  at 
all  hazards.  The  bearing  of  Brown 
was  espe<'ially  praised  by  his  ene- 
mies (uuiuv  i  f  w  li.Mii  have  since  won 
notori«-'t\  in  tiic  ranks  of  the  iJe- 
bellioui,  a>  remarkably  ^im)lle  and 
n<tble.  Among  others,  Mr.  C.  L. 
Vallandigham,  of  Ohio,  hastened  to 
visit  and  catechise  Brown,  in  the 
hope  of  making  political  capital  out 
of  his  confessions,  and  was  answered 
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ftmklj  and  folly.  On  Ins  retam  to 
Ohio,  heaud: 

**  It  Is  in  Tain  to  underrate  either  the  man 

or  thu  conspiracy.  Capt.  John  Brown  is  as 
bravi)  uud  resolute  a  tnuii  an  ever  Leudod  an 
insorreotion;  and^  in  a  gr>od  oanse,  and  with 

n  sufficient  force,  would  have  l)ecn  a  consuin- 
luutti  partiniu  coniuiander.  He  lias  cuuluess, 
daring,  pcrHistcncv,  the  stoic  faith  and  pa- 
tience, and  a  firmness  of  will  atid  purpose 
unconquerable,  lie  is  the  farthest  jtossible 
nmore  from  the  ordinary  rofSan,  fanatic,  or 
roadman.  Certainly,  it  was  one  of  the  best 
planned  and  best  exeouteU  coubpiracies  that 
erer  fUled.'* 

On  Wednesday  evening,  October 
IMh,  after  thirty  Iiours  of  this  diBci- 
pline^  the  four  surviving  prisoners 
"were  conveyed  to  the  jail  at  Charles- 
town  uikIlt  an  cj^cort  of  marines. 
Brown  and  Stevens,  badlv  wounded, 
were  taken  in  a  wagon  ;  Green  and 
•  Coppoc,  unhurt,  walked  between  files 
of  aol^en,  followed  by  hundreds, 
who  at  first  cried,  Lynch  them!" 
but  were  very  i)rt  >perly  shamed  into 
silence  by  Gov.  Wise. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  linger  liere 
over  the  legal  ]>rocoedingf5  in  tliis 
case  ;  nor  do  tliu  cuniidaints,  so  freely 
made  at  the  time,  of  indecent  haste 
and  unfair  dealing,  ou  the  part  of  the 
Yiiginia  anthoiities,  seem  fiiUy  justi- 
fied. That  the  conviction  and  death 
of  Brown  and  his  associates  were  pre- 
determined, quite  probable;  but 
the  facls  and  the  nature  of  the  case 
were  notorious,  beyond  di<]>ute;  and 
Virginia  had  but  tliis  alternative  — 
to  liaiig  John  Brown,  or  to  abol- 
ish ISlavery.  She  did  not  choose 
to  abolish  Slavery ;  and  she  had  no 
remaining  choice  but  to  hang  John 
Brown.  And  as  to  trying  him  and 
Stevens  while  still  w^  and  snfier- 
ing  severely  from  their  wound.s — nei- 
ther able  at  times  to  stand  up — it 
mu^t  be  con^itiered  that  the  whole 
State  had  been  terror-stricken  by  the  1 


first  news  of  their  attempt,  and  that 
fears  of  insnmotion  and  of  an  armed 
rescue  were  still  widely  prevalent. 
That  the  law^yers  of  the  vicinage  who 
were  assigned  to  the  defense  of  the 
prisoners  did  their  duty  timidly  and 
feebly,  is  certain ;  but  they  shared, 
of  course,  not  only  the  })rejudiceB  but 
the  terrors  of  their  neighbors,  and 
knew  that  the  case,  at  any  rate,  was 
hopeless. 

Brown's  conduct  thron^^ont  com- 
manded the  admirati<m  of  his  bitter- 
est enemies.  When  his  papers  were 
brought  into  court  to  be  identified, 

he  said  :  T  will  identifv  anv  of  mv 
liandwriting,  and  save  all  trouble.  I 
am  ready  to  face  the  music."  AVlicu 
a  defense  of  insanity  was  suggested 
rather  than  interposed,  he  repelled  it 
with  indignation.  When,  after  his 
conviction,  he  was  suddenly  brought 
into  court,  on  the  Ist  of  Kovember, 
to  listen  to  the  judgment,  and  directed 
to  stand  up,  and  say  why  sentence 
should  not   be   passed   upon  him, 

j  though  taken  by  suq>rise  and  some- 
what cf)n fused,  ho  spoke  gently  and 

I  tenderly  as  follows : 

"  lu  the  tirf*t  place,  I  deny  every  thinp  but 
what  I  have  all  along  admitted — the  desi|;n 
on  my  part  to  free  the  slaves.  I  intended 
certainly  to  have  made  a  clear  thing  of  that 
matter,  as  I  did  last  winter,  vrhon  I  went 
into  Missouri,  and  there  took  shivos  without 
the  snapping  of  a  gun  on  either  side,  mored 
them  through  the  country,  and  finally  left 
them  in  Canada.  I  clenigned  to  have  done 
the  same  thing  again,  on  a  larger  scale. 
That  wa.H  all  I  intended.  I  nevvr  did  intend 
murder,  ur  treason,  or  the  de:$truction  of 
property,  or  to  excite  or  Ineite  dares  to 
rebellion,  or  to  make  insurrection. 

have  another  objection:  and  that  is, 
it  is  nigost  that  I  nhould  sutler  anoh  a 
pen:dty.  Had  I  interfered  in  the  maniier 
which  1  admit  hux  been  fairly  proved — (for 
I  admire  the  trutlifulncss  and  candor  of  ths 
greater  p-irtion  c»f  the  witne^M's  wlio  have 
te.'<tiliid  in  this  case)— had  I  so  interfered  in 
behalf  of  the  rich,  the  powerful,  the  inteUi^ 
gent,  the  so-called  ^reat,  or  in  behalf  of  snj 
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<tf  fheir  friends,  either  father,  mother, 
ttother,  fister,  wife,  or  children,  or  any  of 
that  claM,  andsoffered  and  saorifloed  what  I 

havo  ill  this  interference,  it  wotild  have 
been  all  right,  and  every  maa  in  thi^  Court 
would  have  deemed  it  an  aet  wwtby  of  re- 
ward rather  than  puiiifhinent. 

"Tliis  Court  ackuowlcdjres,  as  I  suiiposc, 
tlie  vnrnlity  of  the  Law  of  God.  I  see  a 
book  kissed  here  which  I  suppose  to  be  the 
Bible,  or,  nc  least,  the  New  Testament. 
That  tenches  me  that  all  things  '  whatsoever 
I  would  that  men  should  do  unto  mo,  1 
should  do  even  so  to  them.'  It  teaches  me, 
\  farther,  to  'remember  those  that  are  in 
^bonds  as  bound  with  them.^  I  endeavored 
to  act  Qpon  that  instraotion.  I  say,  I  am 
vi  t  too  youri;;  to  understand  that  God  is  , 
any  respecter  of  persona.  I  believe  that  to 
have  interfered  as  I  have  done,  aa  I  have 
always  frctly  aihnitted  I  liave  done,  in 
behalf  of  His  despised  poor,  was  not  wrong, 
hnt  right.  Now,  if  it  is  deemed  necensary 
that  I  sliould  forfeit  my  life  for  the  further- 
ance of  tlie  ends  of  justice,  and  mingle  my 
blood  further  with  the  blood  of  mr  children, 
and  with  the  blo<Kl  of  millions  in  this  slave 
country  whose  rights  are  disregarded  by 
wicketi,  cruel,  and  unjost  enaotments— I 
submit:  so  let  it  be  done. 

"  Let  mo  sjiy  one  word  further: 

"I  feel  entirely  satisfied  with  the  treat- 
ment 1  have  received  on  my  trial.  Consid- 
ering all  the  circumstances,  it  has  1>een 
more  generous  than  I  expected.  But  I  feel 
no  oonsciousnesa  of  guilt.  I  have  stated 
from  the  first  what  was  my  intention  and 
Avh;it  \v;h  not.  I  TK'ver  had  any  design 
against  the  life  of  any  person,  nor  any  dis- 
poaitian  to  commit  treason,  or  exeite  slaves 
to  rebel,  or  make  any  general  insurrection. 
I  never  encouraged  any  man  to  do  so,  but 
ihn^B  dlscoora^  any  idea  of  that  kind. 

"Let  me  say,  also,  a  word  in  regard  to  ' 
the  statements  made  hy  some  of  those  con-  1 
neeted  with  me.     I  hear  it  has  been  stated  ! 
by  some  of  them  that  I  have  induced  them  ) 
to  join  me.    But  the  contrary  is  true.    1  do  ] 
not  say  this  to  iiyure  them,  but  a-s  regretting 
their  weakness.   There  is  not  one  of  thetn 
but  joined  me  of  his  own  accord,  and  the 
greater  part  at  their  own  expense.    A  num- 
ber of  them  X  never  saw,  and  never  had  a 
word  of  oonvenatioa  with,  tiUthe  day  they 
came  to  me,  and  that  was  for  the  poipoae  I 
^ve  stated* 

**  Now  !  have  done.** 

Among  the  muj  letters  addreesed 

to  liim  while  in  prison  was  one  from 
Lydia  Maria  Child,  who  sonf;lit.  hut 
did  not  obtain,  Irom  the  Virginia  au- 


tlioritiee,  permission  to  visit  him  in 
his  prison.  Her  letter  to  Brown  was 
answered  as  foUows : 

"Mbs.  L.  Mai:i\  Chilp  t 

"My  dear  Friend  (such  yon  prove  to  be, 
though  a  stranger) :— Your  most  kind  letter 
has  reached  nie.  with  the  kind  offer  to  conie 
here  and  take  care  of  me.  .<Vllow  me  to  ex- 
press my  gratitude  for  yonr  great  sympathy, 
and  at  the  same  to  propose  to  you  a  differ- 
ent course,  together  with  my  reasons  for 
wishing  it.  I  should,  certainly  bo  greatly 
pleawed  to  become  personally  acquainted  with 
one  so  gifted  and  so  kind;  but  1  cannot 
avoid  seMUg  some  olgections  to  it,  under 
present  circumstances.  First,  I  am  in  • 
charge  of  a  most  humane  gentleman,  who, 
with  his  family,  have  rendered  me  every 
possible  attention  1  have  desired,  or  that 
could  be  of  the  least  advantage ;  and  I  am 
so  far  recovered  from  my  wounds  as  no 
longer  to  require  nursing.  Then,  again,  it 
woidd  subject  you  to  great  personal  ineon- 
venietico  and  heavy  expense,  without  dcrfng 
me  any  good. 

"  Allow  me  to  name  to  yon  another  chan* 
no!  fhrouph  which  you  may  reach  mo  with 

tour  sympathies  much  more  effectually.  I 
ave  at  homes  wife  and  three  young  daugh- 
ters— the  youngest  but  little  over  five  years 
old,  the  oldest  nearly  sixteen.  I  have  also 
two  dauffhtera-in-law,  whoee  husbands  have 
both  fallen  near  me  here.  There  is  also 
another  widow,  Mrs.  Thompson,  whose 
hosbaad  foil  here.  Whether  nhe  is  a  mother 
or  not,  I  cannot  say.  Ail  these,  my  wife  in- 
cluded, live  at  North  Elba,  Essex  County, 
New  York.  I  have  a  middle-aged  son,  who 
has  been,  in  some  degre&  a  cripple  from 
his  childhood,  who  wonid  have  as  much  as 
ho  could  well  do  to  earn  a  living.  He  was 
a  most  dreadl'ul  sufferer  in  Kansas,  and  lost, 
all  he  had  lidd  up.  He  has  not  enough  to 
c'othe  himself  for  the  winter  comfortably. 
I  have  no  living  son,  or  son-in-law,  who  did 
not  suffer  terribly  in  Kansas. 

"Now,  dear  friend,  would  yon  not  as 
soon  contribute  fitly  cents  now,  and  a  like 
sum  yearly,  for  the  reliaf  of  those  very  noor 
and  deeply  nrtiicted  persons,  to  enable  them 
to  su|<|tly  ihenibelved  and  their  children  with 
bread  and  very  plain  clothing,  and  to  enable 
the  children  to  receive  a  common  English 
education  ?  Will  yon  also  devote  your  ener- 
gies to  induce  others  to  join  in  ins  a  like 
amount,  or  any  other  amount,  to  constitute 
a  little  fond  for  the  purj)OHo  named t 

"I  cannot  see  how  your  coming  here 
can  do  me  the  least  good,  and  I  am  quite 
certain  yon  can  do  me  immense  good  where* 
you  are.    I  am  quite  cheerful  under  all  my 
oMUtting  ciroumstauoes  and  pruspeots  \  hav— 
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ing,  u  I  humbly  trast>  '  the  peace  of  God, 
which  psMedi  lul  uAdcntandlng,*  to  rale  in 

my  heart.  You  inuy  make  such  use  of  this 
as  yoQ  see  fit.  God  Almighty  bless  and  re- 
ward yoa  a  thonsuiul  fold! 

'^Xoim^  in  sincerity  an<1  truth, 

"John  Brown." 

His  letter  to  Lis  fkiuil)',  written  a 
week  after  Us  eenteaice  to  death,  is 
fM  follows : 

"OHAunowx.  Jeffeiwon  Co.,  Va., 
''8th  NoT^  1869. 
"Bear  WIft  and  Obfldren— -Every  one: 

I  will  be^in  by  saying  timt  I  have  in  muw 
degree  recovered  from  my  wounds,  bat  that 
I  am  qnite  weaic  in  my  back,  and  sore  about 
my  left  kidney.    My  apjit'tito  has  lieen  quite 

f>od  for  must  of  the  time  sinoe  1  was  hurt, 
am  supplied  with  almost  every  thing  1 
could  desire  to  iiiuko  mo  comfortable,  and 
tlie  little  I  do  luek  (somo  articles  of  clothing, 
w  liieh  I  lost),  I  may  perhaps  soon  get  again. 
I  am,  l)esi(le^,  quite  clic-erful,  havintr  'as  I 
tru-^t  )  the  peace  of  God,  which  'pa^setli  all 
under^tonaing/  to  *mle  in  my  heart,'  and 
the  testimony  (in  some  degree)  of  a  good 
conscience  that  I  have  not  lived  altogether 
in  vain.  I  can  trust  (rod  with  hoth  the 
time  and  the  manner  of  my  duatli,  believing, 
as  I  BOW  do,  that  for  me  at  this  time  to  setU 
my  teatimony  (for  God  and  humanity)  with 
my  blood,  will  do  vastly  more  towwd  ad- 
▼tfieing  tiie  eanse  I  have  earnestly  endeav- 
ored to  ]iroiiiot(\  than  all  I  have  done  in  my 
life  before.  1  beg  of  you  all  meekly  and 
qaietly  to  submit  to  this ;  not  feeling  yonr- 
selves  in  the  least  (Icfjro/h  J  o\\  tliat  arrount. 
'Iletiicinber,  dear  wife  and  children  iill,  that 
Jesu^  oi  Nazareth  snffered  a  most  excruciat- 
ing dealli  on  the  cross  as  a  felon,  under  the 
most  aggravating  circumstances.  Think, 
also,  of  the  prophets,  and  apostles,  and 
Christians  of  former  days,  who  went  through 
greater  tribulations  than  you  or  I ;  and  (try 
to)  bo  roeonciltid.  May  (lod  Almighty  com- 
fort all  yoar  hearts,  and  sodb  wipe  away  all 
tean  from  your  eyes.  To  Him  be  endless 
prai.se.  Think,  tt>o,  of  the  crushed  millions 
who  ^  have  no  comforter.!  I  charge  yon  all 
never  (in  yonr  trials)  to  forget  the  griafli  of 
'the  poor  that  cry,  aixl  of  thoae  that  have 
none  to  help  them.'  I  wrote  moat  earnestly 
to  my  dear  and  afRkted  wife  not  to  come  on, 
tor  tlio  present  at  any  rate,  i  will  now  give 
her  my  reus<iu9  for  doing  so.  Firnt,  it 
would  use  up  all  the  scanty  means  she  has, 
or  is  at  all  likely  t«  have,  to  make  herself 
ond  children  comfortable  hereafter.  For  let 
me  tell  you  that  tho  (.ympattiy  that  is  now 
aronaed  in  your  behalf  may  not  always  folI<»w 
J9m»  There  is  but  little  more  of  the  ro- 
nMBtio  aboot  halping  poor  widowa  and  their 


tcbildren  than  there  is  about  trying  to  relieve.  >^ 
poor  *  niggers.'  Again,  the  little  oomfort^it 
tnijrlit  atlord  us  to  meet  again  would  be 
dearly  bought  by  Uio  pains  of  a  final  sepanK 
tlon.  We  must  part,- and,  T  feel  assnrea,  for 
us  to  meet  under  such  dreadfnl  eireninstan- 
ees  would  only  mid  to  our  dislreaa.  if  she 
come  on  here,  she  must  be  only  a  gastng- 
stock  throughout  tho  whole  journey,  to  be 
remarked  u|>«)n  in  every  look,  word,  and 
action,  and  by  all  sorts  of  creatures,  and  by 
all  sorts  of  papers  throughout  the  whole 
country.  Again,  it  is  my  most  decided 
judgment  that  in  quietly  and  submissively  . 
staying  at  home,  vastly  more  of  generous 
sym]>athy  will  reaeh  her,  without  awh 
(Ireadl'ul  sacrifice  of  feeling  as  she  must  pnt 
up  with  if  she  comes  on.  The  visits  of  ona 
or  two  female  friends  that  have  come  on 
'  here  have  prodooed great  cxoitenitnr  which 
is  very  annoying,  and  they  cannot  possibly 
do  me  any  good.  O  Mary,  do  not  ooma; 
hut  jiatiently  wait  for  the  ineotiri;:  <  of  those 
who  love  God  and  their  fellow -men)  where 
no  separation  most  follow.  'They  ^hall  go 
no  more  out  forever.'  I  greatly  li  iip  to 
hear  from  some  one  of  you,  and  to  kara  any 
thing  that  in  any  way  atVects  your  welfare. 
I  sent  you  ten  dollars  the  other  day.  Did 
you  get  it?  I  have  also  endeavored  to  stir 
up  Christian  friends  to  visit  and  write  to 
you  in  your  deep  affliction.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  some  of  them,  at  least,  will  heed  the 
call.  Write  to  nie.  care  of  Capt.  John  Avily 
Charlestow  n,  Jetferson  County,  Va. 

**  *  Finally,  my  beloved,  be  of  good  <NnB* 
ft^rt.'  May  all  your  names  be  'written  in 
the  Lamb's  book  of  life ' — may  yon  all  have 
the  pnrifying  and  anataining  (nflnenea  of 
the  Ohristian  religion — is  the  earnest  prayar 
of  your  atfectionate  husband  and  father, 

**JoHir  Broww. 
"P.  S.  T  cannot  renieinber  a  night  so 
dark  as  to  have  hindered  tho  coming  day, 
nor  a  storm  so  fhriona  or  dreadful  as  to  pre- 
vent the  return  of  wanu  sunshine  and  a 
clondk-^s  sky.  But,  belove<l  ones,  do  re- 
member that  this  is  not  your  rest,  that  in 
this  world  you  have  no  abiding-place  or 
continuing  city.  To  Ood  and  ilis  infinito 
merer  I  always  commeoid  yoo.  J.  B.** 
"  Xov.  9." 

j  Diiriiitr  the  forty-two  days  of  his 
i  contineiuent  at  Cliarlestown,  Pirown 
received  several  visits  from  sympa- 
thizing ^i^orthern  friends,  many  of 
whom  had  nerer  before  seen  him. 
Hia  wife,  OTerooming  many  obatadeSy 
was  ftsallj  permitted  to  spend  a  fisw 
honxB  in  his  oell,  and  to  take  aiqpper 
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wiA  him  a  short  time  hefoie  hiB 
detAh.  No  Tirginians,  so  ftr  as  is 

Idndneee,  nnless  it  were  the  reverend 
6ieifgy  of  the  neigh borliood,  who  ten- 
dered him  the  solace  of  relifnon  after 
their  fashion,  which  he  civilly,  bnt 
finnlv,  declined.  He  could  not  re- 
cognize  any  one  who  justified  or  pal- 
liated Slavery  as  a  minister  of  the 
God  he  worshiped,  or  the  Saviour 
In  whom  he  trusted.  He  held  argu 
xnents  on  sereral  occasions  with  pro- 
Slaverj  dergymen,  but  recognized 
them  as  men  only,  and  not  as  invest- 
ed with  any  peculiar  panctity.  To 
one  of  them,  who  wnifxht  to  reconcile 
Slaverv  with  Christianitv,  he  ^aid : 
\**My  dear  Sir,  you  know  nothing 
j  about  Christianity ;  you  will  have  to 
fleam  the  A  B  Os  in  the  Iflsson  of 
Christianity,  as  I  find  yon  entirely 
ignorant  of  the  meaning  of  the  word. 
I,  of  course,  respect  you  as  a  gentle- 
man ;  hut  it  is  as  a  heailien  gentle- 
man."   The  arirnincnt  here  closed. 

The  following  characteristic  letter 
was  written  by  him,  wliile  under  sen- 
tence of  death,  to  a  relative  tiicn  re- 
siding in  Windham,  Ohio : 

Chabucstowit,  JmnsoN  Co.,  Ya^  ) 
19tb  Kor.,  1869.  S 
'*Bir.  LVTBKR  ITrMPTTm:v— Vy  Dear 
IHend:  Tonr  kind  letter  of  the  1 2th  instant 
is  now  beibre  no.  Sofitfas  ittv  knowledge  i 
goes  as  to  our  niutual  kindred,  I  supposo  1 
am  tlie  first  since  the  loiidiug  of  Peter  lirown 
fnm  the  Mayflower  that  lias  eithor  been 
sentenced  to  iiiiy>risoninent  or  toth'»  pallowH. 
Bnt,  my  dear  old  fricud,  let  nut  thut  tuct 
alone  grieve  yon.  Ton  eannot  have  forgot- 
ten how  and  where  o»ir  grand  fat  I  icr  (Oap- 
tiiiu  John  Brown)  fell  in  177fi,  and  that  ho, 
too,  might  ba^  <•  iicri^^hed  on  the  scaffold  had 
circnm-^trtnccs  been  l>nt  very  little  different. 
The  fact  that  a  nwm  dies  under  the  hand  of 
an  execntioner  (or  otherwise)  has  bot  fittio 
to  do  with  liis  true  character,  as  I  snppose. 
John  liotterti  perished  at  the  stake,  a  great 
and  good  man,  as  I  suppose :  but  his  doing 
•0  cloes  not  pcore  that  any  other  maa  who  1 
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has  died  in  the  same  waj  was  good  or  other- 
wise. Whether  I  have  any  reason  to  '  be  of 
good  cheer"  (or  not)  in  view  of  luy  end,  I  can 
u!4sure  you  that  I  feel  so;  and  that  I  am  to- 
tally blinded  if  I  do  not  really  experienoa 
that  strengthening  and  consolation  yon  so 
faithfully  implore  in  my  belialf.  The  God 
of  onr  Fathers  reward  your  fidelity  t  I  nei- 
tber  feel  mortified,  degraded,  nor  in  the  least 
ashamed  of  my  imjirit*i)nn)ent,  uiy  chain,  or 
my  near  prospect  of  death  bu  hahyitig.  I  feel 
assured  *  that  not  one  hair  shMl.  lUI  from 
tny  licad  without  the  will  of  my  lieavenly 
Fattier.'  I  al»o  feel  tliut  I  havo  long  been 
1.  n<li  :iv(»ring  to  hold  exactly  *sneh  a  fa»t  aS 
(  lod  has  chosen.'  See  the  paHsajro  in  Isaiah 
wliichyou  have  quoted.  No  part  of  niy  life 
has  been  more  happily  spent  than  that  I  have 
spent  here,  ami  I  humltly  tni*t  that  no  part 
has  been  h|^>ent  to  better  purpose.  I  would 
not  say  this  boastingly ;  hot '  thanks  be  unto 
God  who  giveth  ns  the  Tictory,'  through  in- 
finite grace. 

I  should  bo  60  years  old  were  I  to  live 
till  May  0,  1860.  I  have  eigoyed  much  of 
life  as  it  is,  and  have  been  remarlEably  proe- 
peroua,  having  early  learned  to  re;.'artl  the 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  others  a»  my  own. 
I  have  never,  sinee  I  ean  remember,  required 
a  great  amonnt  of  sloop,  so  that  I  oonclude 
that  1  have  already  ei^oy'ed  full  an  average 
number  of  walking  honrs  with  those  who 
roach  their  '  three-siooro  years  and  ton.'  I 
have  not  as  yet  been  driven  to  the  use  of 
glasses,  but  can  ^e  to  read  and  write  qnito 
oomfortably.  But,  more  than  that,  I  nave 
generally  ei\joyed  remarkably  good  health. 
I  might  go  on  to  recount  unnumbered  and 
unmerited  blessings,  among  which  would  be 
some  very  severe  afflictions ;  and  those  the 
most  needed  blessing's  of  all.  And  now, 
when  1  ihinlsihow  easily  I  might  be  left  to 
Hpoil  all  I  hav^  done  or  sufRsred  in  the  cause 
of  Freedom,  I  hardly  dare  wish  another  voy- 
age, even  if  I  had  the  opportunity,  it  is  a 
long  time  rince  we  met;  but  we  shall  now 
8oon  come  together  in  onr  '  F.ntln  i  "-'  Imusc,' 
I  trust.  '  Let  us  hold  fast  that  we  already 
have,'  remeraberiDg  '  we  shall  reap  in  dm 
time  if  wt-  faint  not.'  '  Thanks  be  ever  unto 
God,  who  giveth  us  the  victory  through 
Jesns  Christ  our  Lord.'  And  now,  my  old 
warm-hearted  frionil,  ■  Good-bye.' 

"  Youl"  urtectiooate  cousin, 

The  2d  of  December  was  the  day 
appointed  for  his  execution.  ICearfy 

three  thonsand  militia  were  carlj  on 
the  ground.  Fears  of  a  forcible  rescue 
or  of  a  Bervile  insniToction  prevented 
I  a  huge  attendance  of  citizens.  Can- 
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non  were  so  planted  as  to  sweep  every 
approach  to  tlie  jail,  and  to  blow  the 
prisoner  into  shreds  upon  the  first  in- 
timation of  tumult.  Virginia  held 
lier  breath  until  she  heud  that  the 
old  man  was  dead. 

Brown  rose  at  daybraak,  and  con- 
tinued writing  with  energy  until  half- 
past  ten,  when  he  was  told  to  prepare 
to  die.  He  8ho(»k  hands  witli  tlie 
Bheriff,  visited  the  cell  of  Coptland 
and  Green,  to  whom  he  handed  a 
quarter  of  a  dollar  each,  saying  he 
had  no  more  nse  for  mon^,  and  \)ade 
them  adieo.  He  next  Tisited  Cook 
and  Ooppoe,the  former  of  whom  had 
made  a  confession,  which  he  pro- 
nounced false ;  Baying  he  had  never 
sent  Cook  to  Harper's  Ferry,  as  he 
had  stated.  He  handed  a  quarter  to 
Co}>poc  also,  hi  look  hands  with  him, 
and  parted.  He  then  visited  and 
bade  a  kindly  good-bye  to  his  more 
especial  oomxiide,  Stemis,  gave  him 
a  quarter,  and  chaiged  him  not  to 
beb«7  his  Mends.  A  sixth,  named 
Hazlett,  was  confined  in  the  same 
prison,  but  he  did  not  visit  him,  de- 
nying all  knowledge  of  him. 

Ho  walked  out  of  the  jail  at  11 
o'clock;  an  eye-witness  said — with 
a  radiant  countenance,  and  the  step 
of  a  conqueror."  His  face  was  even 
joyous,  and  it  has  been  ranarked 
that  probablj  *his  was  the  lightest 
heart  in  Charlestown  that  day.  A 
black  woman,  with  a  little  cMld  in 
her  armB,  stood  by  the  door.  He 
stopped  a  mcjment,  and,  stooping, 
kissed  the  child  affectionately.  An- 
other  black  woman,  with  a  child,  liii 
he  passed  along,  e.\claimed :  "  God 
•  bless  you,  old  man  t  I  wish  I  oonld 
help  you ;  but  I  can't"  He  looked 
at  her  with  a  tear  in  his  eye.  He 
monnted  the  wagon  beside  his  jailor, 


Capt.  Avis,  who  had  been  one  of  the 
bravest  of  his  captors,  who  had  treat- 
ed liim  very  kindly,  and  to  whom  he 
was  profoundly  grateful.  The  wagon 
was  instant^  sorrounded  by  six  com- 
panies of  ndlitia.  Being  asked,  on 
the  way,  if  he  feh  any  fear,  he  re- 
plied :  "  It  has  been  a  characteristic 
of  me  from  infancy  not  to  sutfer  from 
physical  fear.  I  have  suffered  a 
thousand  times  more  from  bat-hfid- 
nesa  than  from  fear."  The  day  was 
clear  and  bright,  and  he  remarked,  as 
he  rode,  that  the  conntry  seemed 
very  beantiftaL  Anived  at  the  gal- 
lows, he  said:  see  no  oitizeiui 
here ;  where  are  they  ?"  "  None  but 
the  troops  are  allowed  to  be  present," 
was  the  reply.  That  ought  not  to 
be,"'  said  he;  "citizens  should  be 
allowed  tc^  be  jiresent  as  well  as  oth- 
ers."" lie  bade  adieu  to  some  ac- 
quaintances at  the  foot  of  the  gal- 
lows, and  was  first  to  monnt  the  sca^ 
fold.  His  step  was  still  fiim^  and 
his  bearing  cidm,  yet  hopelhl.  The 
hour  having  come,  he  said  to  Capt. 
Avis:  "I  have  no  wordr^  to  thank 
you  for  all  your  kindness  to  me."  His 
elbows  and  ankles  beinj]:;  ]»inioned, 
the  white  cap  draM  U  o\  (  r  hi-  eyi  r^, 
the  hangman's  rope  adjuf^ted  around 
his  neck,  he  stood  waiting  for  death. 
**Capt  Brown,"  said  &e  aheri^ 
"you  are  not  standing  on  the  drop. 
Will  yon  oome  forward  f  «*  I  can't 
see,"  was  his  firm  answer ;  "  you 
must  lead  me."  The  sheriff  led  him 
fonvard  to  the  center  of  the  drop. 
"  Shall  I  give  you  a  handkerchief, 
and  let  you  drop  it  a.s  a  signal  ?" 

2fo ;  I  am  ready  at  any  time ;  but 
do  not  keep  me  needlessly  waiting." 
In  4^tuice  of  this  reasonable  requo^ 
be 'was  kept  standing  thns  several 
minntes^  while  a  militaxy  pantde  and 
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display  of  readiness  to  repel  an  ima- 
ginary Ibe  were  enacted.  The  time 
seemed  an  hour  to  the  imj)atient 
spectators  ;  even  tlie  soldiers  began 
to  murmur — "  Shame  I"  At  last,  the 
order  was  given,  the  rope  out  with  a 
hatchety  and  the  trap  fell ;  but  ao 
short  a  distance  that  liio  Tiotim  con- 
thmed  to  struggle  and  to  suffer  for 
a  considerable  time.  Being  at  length 
duly  pronounced  dead,  he  was  cut 
down  alter  tkirtj-«igUt  minutes'  sus- 


pension. His  body  was  conveyed  to 
Harper's  Ferry,  and  delivered  to  his 
widow,  bv  whom  it  was  bonie  to  her 
far  northern  home,  among  the  moun- 
tains he  so  loved,  and  where  he  was 
80  beloved.' 

There  let  it  rest  forever,  while  the 
path  to  it  is  worn  deeper  and  deeper 
by  the  pilgrim  feet  of  the  race  he 
so  bravely  though  rashlj  eodcavored 
to  rescue  from  a  hideons  anddebai^ 
ing  thraldom  1 


XXI. 

■ 

THE  PBESIDEKTIAL  OAlfYASS  OF  1860. 


The  vote  polled  for  Fremont  and 
Dayton  in  1856  considerably  exceed- 
ed the  solid  sti'ength,  at  that  time,  of 
the  Republican  party.  It  was  swelled 
in  part  hj  the  personal  popularity  of 
Col  Fremont,  whose  previous  career 
of  adventnre  and  of  daring— his  ex- 
plorations, discoveries,  privations,  and 
perils — appealed,  in  view  of  his  com- 
parative youth  for  a  Presidential  ean- 
^  *  didate,  with  .resistless  fascination,  to 
the  noble  vounjj  men  of  ourcountrv; 
"wliile  hia  silence  and  patience  through- 
out the  canvass,  under  a  ])erfect  tem- 
pest of  preposterous  yet  annoying 
calomniee,  had  contribnted  to  widen 
the  circle  of  his  admirers  and  friends. 
A  most  wanton  and  brutal  personal 
assaidt'  on  Senator  Sumner,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, l)v  Kcprosentative  Brooks 
of  South  Carolina,  abetted  by  liepre- 


sentatives  Keitt,  of  South  Carolina, 
and  Edjnundson,  of  Virginia,  doubt- 
less contributed  also  to  swell  tlie  Ke- 
publican  vote  of  the  following  Au- 
tnmn.  Hr.  Sumner  had  made  an 
elaborate  speech  in  the  Senate  on  the 
Kansas  qaestion — a  speech  not  with- 
out grave  faults  of  conception  and  of 
style,  but  nowise  obnoxious  to  the 
charge  of  vi^ilatiTiii:  tli<>  decencies  of 
debate  by  unjustiliable  j personalities. 
Yet,  on  the  assumption  that  its  au- 
thor had  therein  unwarrantably  as- 
sailed and  ridiculed  Judge  Butler — 
one  of  Soaih  Oarolina's  Senators, 
and  a  rdative  of  Ifr.  Brooks — he 
was  assaulted  by  surprise  while  sit> 
ting  in  his  place  (though  a  few  min- 
utes after  the  Senate  had  adjourned 
for  the  day),  knocked  to  the  floor 
senseless,  and  beaten,  while  helpless 


•  Cook.  CoppooT  Cof>olaml,  and  Grocn  (a  black), 
were  hanged  at  Charlestown  u  fortnifj:ht  ofter 
Brown — ^December  IGtU;  Stcveua  and  Ilazlitt 
were  HkewiM  hanged  on  flie  ISth  of  Ifardi 
IbOowing.  Hie  oontotoetoe  of  Brown,  wbo 


fiucceedcil  in  making  thoir  escape,  were  Owen 
Brown,  Barclaj  Coppoc,  Chnrlt'S  P.  Tidd, 
Francis  Jackson  Mermm,  and  Ofibomo  1'.  An- 
dMMo,*  colored  I 
>  iiaj  n,  1866. 
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aud  imconscious,  till  the  rage  of  liis 
immediate  asgailant  Avas  thoroughly 
Batiated.  Mr.  Sumuer  ^vas  bo  much 
injured  as  to  be  compelled  to  aban- 
don his  seat  and  take  a  Tojage  to 
Europe,  whore,  imder  the  best  medi- 
cal treatment,  his  health  was  slowly 
fCBtored.  The  infliction  on  Brooks, 
by  a  Washington  court,  of  a  paltry 
fine*  for  this  outrage,  tended  to  deep- 
en and  diffuBc  popular  indignatinii  at 
the  North,  whicli  the  nnopposetl  re- 
election of  Brooks — he  having  re- 
signed, beoauBe  of  a  vote  of  eenanre 
from  a  majority  of  the  Hoaee — did 
not  tend  to  aUaj;  Of  Fremont^s  ag> 
gregate  vote — ^1,841,812 — ^it  is  proba- 
ble that  all  above  1,300,000  was  giv- 
en him  on  irronnds  personal  to  him- 
pelf,  ur  tV(»ni  impulses  growing  out  of 
the  Smniier  outrage. 

Accordingly,  the  elections  of  1857 
exhibited  a  diminution  of  Eepubli- 
can  strength — the  eleven  Btates  which 
had  voted  for  Fremont,  giving  him  an 
mggji^S^  popular  majority  of  over 
250,000,  now  giN'ing  but  little  over 
50,000  for  the  Republican  tickets. 
All  tlie  Xew  England  State;^  were 
still  carried  l)y  the  RcjmbHeans,  but 
by  majorities  diminished,  in  the  aver- 
age, more  than  half,  while  that  of 
Oonnecticnt  was  reduced  from  7,715 
to  646.  So;  in  Ohio,  Oov.  Ohaae  was 
this  year  refileeted  by  1,481,  though 
Fremont  had  16,623;  while  (Jov. 
Lowe,  in  Iowa,  had  but  2,151,  where 
Fremont  had  re<-eived  7,784;  and 
Gov.  "Randall  was  cho-jon  in  Wh- 
cons^in  by  barelv  lli^,  wliere  Fremont 
bad  received  13,247.  No  Republi- 
can State  was  actually  revolution- 


'  ized,  however,  but  XewYork;  where 
— t)wing,  in  part,  to  local  questions 
and  influences — Fremont's  magnifi- 
cent plurality  of  80,000  was  changed 
to  a  Democratic  plniafity  of  18,000. 
It  appeared  in  this,  as  id  most  oliher 
Free  States,  that  the  decline  or  disso- 
lution of  tiiie  "American"  or  Fill- 
more party  inured  mainly  to  the 
benefit  of  the  triumphant  Democra- 
cy; thougli  Pennsylvania,  and  possi- 
bly Rh(xle  Island,  were  exce])tions. 
To  swell  the  resistless  tide,  Minne- 
sota and  Oregon— pboth  in  tibe  ex- 
treme Iforth — each  framed  a  State 
Oonstitntion'this  year,  and  took  po- 
sition in  line  with  the  dominant 
party — Minnesota  by  a  small,  Ore- 
gon by  an  overwhelming,  majority 
— the  two  swelling  ]>y  four  Sena- 
tors and  four'  liepresentatives  the 
already  invincible  strength  of  the 
Democracy. 

The  Opposition  wasntterly  power- 
kss  against  this  surge;  bnt  what 
ihey  dare  hardly  nndertake,  Hr.  Bu- 
chanan was  able  to  effect.  By  his 
utterly  indefensible  attempt  to  en- 
force the  I^compton  Constitution 
upon  Kansas,  in  glaring  contradic- 
tion to  his  smooth  and  voluble  pro- 
fessions regarding  "  Popidar  Sover- 
eignty," "  the  will  of  the  majority," 
etc.,  etc.,  he  enabled  the  Bepnb* 
lieans,  in  1858,  to  hold,  by  majorities 
almost  uniformly  increased,  all  the 
States  they  had  carried  the  preceding 
year,  and  reverse  the  last  year's  ma- 
jority against  them  in  New  York; 
carrv  Pennsvlvania  for  the  fii-st  time 
by  over  2f»,000  majority;  triumph 
even  in  2s'ew  Jersey  under  an  e(piiv- 


'  Of  $:iO(t.        "  '  I  ntimbor — or,  at  loaxt,  ?oon  would  l>e.    Slio  has 

*  Miuncsotu  choso  ftfM  Members  to   the    stuce  dioaen  but  two,  beiug  eutiU&d  to  uo  more 

House,  on  the  assomption  that  bsr  population  — in  fact,  hardlj  to  so  Duuiy— under  the  Oensns 

was  nifDdent  to  mrnnt  h«r  in  dainiiig  that   of  1860. 


THE  lERErKESSIDLE  CONFLICT. 


801 


ocal  organization ;  bring  over  Min- 
nesota by  a  close  vote;  and  swell 
their  majority  in  Ohio  to  fully  20,000. 
They  were  beaten  in  Indiana  on  the 
State  ticket  by  a  very  i^lender  major- 
ity, but  carried  seven  of  the  eleven 
Reprcftcntatives  in  Congress,  beside 
helping  elect  an  anti-Lccompton 
Democrat  in  another  district ;  wliile 
Michigan,  Iowa,  and  Wisconsin,  chose 
Republican  tickets — as  of  late  had 
been  usual  with  them — by  respect- 
able majorities,  and  the  last  named 
by  one  increased  to  nearly  (5,000. 
California  and  Oregon  still  adhered 
to  Democracy  of  the  most  pro-Slavery 
type,  i)y  decisive  majorities. 

Illinois  was  this  vear  the  arena  of 
a  peculiar  contest.  Senator  Douglas 
had  taken  bo  prominent  and  bo  eiii- 
cient  a  part  in  the  defeat  of  the  Le- 
compton  abomination,  that  a  number 
of  the  leading  Republicans  of  other 
States  were  desirous  that  their  Illinois 
brethren  should  imite  in  choosing  a 
Legislature  i)ledged  to  retui-n  him, 
by  a  vote  substantially  unanimous,  to 
the  seat  he  had  so  ably  tilled.  But 
it  was  hardly  in  human  nature  that 
those  thus  appealed  to  should,  be- 
cause of  one  good  act,  recognize  and 
treat  as  a  friend  one  whom  they  had 
known  for  nearly  twentv  years  as  the 
ablest,  most  indefatigable,  and  by  no 
means  the  most  st-nipulous,  of  their 
adversaries.  They  held  a  sort  of 
State  Convention,  therefore,  and  pre- 
sented Abraham  LrN'(X)LN  as  a  Re- 
publican competitor  for  Mr.  Doug- 
las's seat ;  and  he  opened  the  canvass 
at  once,*  in  a  terse,  forcible,  and  tho- 
roughly "  radical"  speech,  wherein  he 
enunciated  the  then  startling,  if  not 
absolutely  novel,  doctrine  that  the 


Union  cannot  permanently  endure  ^ 
half  Slave  and  half  Free.    Said  Mr. 
Lincoln : 

"If  we  oonld  first  know  whore  vre  are,  and 
whither  wo  are  tending',  wo  ronlil  bettor 
judge  what  to  do,  and  how  to  do  it.  We 
are  now  far  into  the  Hflh  year  since  a  policy 
waa  initiated  with  the  avowed  object  and 
confident  proiui;e  of  putting  an  ond  to  Sla- 
very agitation.  Undo r  the  operation  of  that 
policy,  that  agiUition  has  not  only  not 
ceased,  but  has  con^itantly  augmented.  la 
my  opinion,  it  will  not  cease  until  a  crifiis 
nhall  have  been  reached  and  j>asse<l.  '  A 
liouse  dividoii  against  itik'lf  cannot  stand.' 
I  believe  this  (Tovornmcnt  cannot  perma- 
nently endure  half  slave  and  half  free.  I  do 
fiot  expect  the  I'nion  to  he  dissolved — 1  do 
Uitt  expect  the  house  to  fall — but  I  tlo  cxpt  ct 
that  it  will  cease  to  be  divided.  It  will  be- 
come all  one  thing  or  all  the  other.  Kither 
the  opponents  of  Slavery  will  arrest  the  fur- 
ther spread  of  it,  and  place  it  whore  the  pub- 
lic mind  shall  rest  in  the  belief  that  it  is  in 
the  course  of  ultimate  extinction ;  or  its  ad- 
vocates will  jtush  it  forward  till  it  shall  be- 
come alike  lawful  in  all  the  .'^tates.  <ild  iis 
well  as  new — North  a»  well  as  South." 

This  almost  prophetic  statement, 
from  one  born  in  Kentucky,  and  who 
had  been  known,  prior  to  tlieap]»ear- 
ance  of  the  Dred  iScott  deci>ion,  as  a 
rather  conscn'ative  ^Vhig,  was  put 
forth,  more  than  four  m«.)nth8  before 
Gov.  Seward,*  as  if  under  a  like  pre- 
monition of  coming  events,  said : 

''These  antagonistic  sy.stema  are  continu- 
ally coining  into  closer  contact,  and  cullisioa 
results. 

"Shall  I  tell  you  what  this  collision 
means  {  They  who  think  that  it  is  acci- 
dental, unnecessary,  the  work  <tf  interested 
or  fanatical  ogit^Uors.  and  therefore  eidieme- 
rul,  mistake  the  case  altogether.  /(  im  an  ir- 
repreMills  conjiict  between  opposing  uiid 
enduring  forces;  and  it  means  tliat  the 
I'nited  States  must  and  will,  sooner  or  later, 
become  eillter  entirely  a  slave-holding  na- 
tion, or  entirely  a  free-labor  nation.  Kithei* 
the  c«>tton  and  rice-tields  of  Soutli  Carolina 
atid  the  sugar  plantations  of  Louisiana  will 
ultimately  bo  tilled  by  free  labor,  and  Charles- 
ton and  New  Orleans  become  marts  for  le- 
gitimate merchandise  alone,  or  else  the  ryc- 
tielda  and  wheat-fields   of  Massachusetts 


<  At  Springfleld,  HI.,  June  17,  1868. 


*  At  Ro<.he8trr,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  2\  1858. 
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ttid  New  York  muBt  again  bo  snrrendorcd 
hj  their  fanners  to  alave  caltare  and  to  the 
pvoduotlon  of  sUtm,  aod  Boston  and  New 

York  beconu!  onre  more  markets  for  trade 
in  the  bodies  and  sonls  of  men.  It  la  the 
fidlare  to  apprehend  ttna  ^roat  tmth  that 
induces  HO  many  unsuroessful  atteoiptd  nt 
final  cotnproiniso  between  the  Slave  and 
IVee  States;  and  it  is  the  existence  of 
this  great  fact  that  renders  all  snch  pretend- 
ed ooni promises,  when  made,  vain  and 
ephemenL" 

Hr.  Liiioolii,  in  brief  Spdng- 
field  speech,  ftarnislied  the  ahortest 

and  sbarpest  exposition,  ever  yet 
given  of  the  doctrine  vaunted  as 
'  Popular  Sovereignty,'  viz. : 

"  This  necessity  [for  a  popular  indorse- 
ment of  the  policy  embodied  in  the  Nebraaka- 

•  Kansas  bill]  hud  not  been  overlooked;  but 
had  been  provided  for,  as  well  as  might  be, 
in  the  notable  argoment  of  *  Squatter  Sover- 
eignty,' otliiTwiso  calknl  'sacred  right  of 
sc^-governmcnt which  latter  phrase, 
though  expressive  of  the  only  rightral  basis 
of  ;i:iy  L'' iviDHotiiJ.  w.'iH  <o  perverted,  in 
this  atteiupte<l  use  of.it,  as  to  amount  to  just 

•  this:  Tliat,  if  anvoMtnan  choo$e  to  emlave 
another^  lie  tUro  mam  skaU  be  aUnB«i  to 
object:' 

ifr.  Doui;l:i-  jn'oinptl  J  joined  issue; 
and  an  oral  eanvas-s  (if  unequaled 
interest,  considering  the  smallness  of 
the  Btake,  was  proeecnted  by  these 
capable  and  practiced  pd)>iilar  de- 
baters, before  immense  andiences  of 
their  fellow-citizens,  np  to  the  eve  of 
the  State  Election.  In  the  event, 
Mr.  Douglas  was  successfiil,  securing 
54  to  40  of  the  members  of  the  Leg- 
islature, uiul  being  promptly  reelect- 
ed by  them ;  but  the  candidates  fa- 
vorable to  llr.  linooltt  had  apltixality 
of  the  popular  ▼ote.* 


TIic  Eleotioiifl  of  1859  were  not  es- 
pecially significant,  save  that,  in  New 
York,  what  remained  of  the  "  Ame- 
rican" party,  instead  of  nominating  a 


State  ticket  of  their  own  men,  adopt- 
ed the  expedient  of  selecting  their 
candidates  alternately  from  theticketg 
of  tlie  two  great  parties — of  course, 
powerfully  aiding  that  which  must 
otherwise  have  been  beaten  through- 
out. The  25,000  votes  thus  cast 
elected  three  of  the  DepBiberatio'  can- 
didates by  majoritieB  of  828  to  1,450 1 
while  the  Hepnblicans  placed  on  <tfb 
"American  ticket"  had  majorities 
ranging  from  45,104  t**  40,447 ;  and 
one  Repuldican  candidate  was  chosen 
over  the  joint  yote  of  both  the  adverse 
parties.  In  this  "  balance-of-power" 
movement  of  the  Americans  was  fore- 
shadowcd  the  Fusion"  electwal 
tickets  of  1860. 

The  indignant,  scomfhl  rhetoric 
wherewith  lilr.  iV'ebster  had  scouted 
the  suggestion,  that  Slavery  might 
possibly  be  established  in  New  Mexi- 
co, and  sjinriu'd  the  idea  of  "  rei-nact- 
ing  the  laws  of  God''  hy  prohibiting 
it  there,  had  scarcely  died  out  of  the 
public  ear,  when  the  LegisLature  of 
that  Tast  Tenitory  proceeded,  at  its 
Bession  in  1859,  to  do  the  very  thing 
which  he  had  deemed  so  inconceivar 
ble.  Assuming  the  legal  existence 
of  Slavery  in  that  Territory,  in  ac- 
cordance  with  the  Drod  Scott  deci- 
sion, the  Legishiture  ])roceeded  to 
pass  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  pro- 
tection of  property  in  slaves,"  where- 
by severe  p^udties  were  provided 
for  "  Btealing,"  or  *'enticixig  away" 
said  properly,  or  inciting"  said  pio- 
perty  to  "  discontent"  or  "  insubordi- 
nation." The  spirit  of  this  notable  aet " 
is  fairly  exhibited  in  the  following 
provisions : 


*  •ForLfaMMb,  124,698;  for  Douglas,  121.1.^0; 
Unoohl's  pluraUtT-,  3,5fiS.  But  over  (.000  Pom- 
OOnlio  votes  wore  scalterud  and  lost,  m  obe- 


dioncse  to  dirt'Ctiona  from  'Waflhington— -llr. 
Douglas's  a]i])rt'lioiific'ti  rctuni  being  e>OSSdil||^ 
distasteful  to  Fresideut  Buchanan. 
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"Sec.  10.  Any  person  may  lawfully  tako 
up  or  apprehend  any  slave  who  shall  bare 

run  awiiy,  or  bo  ubseiiliiig  himself  from  the 
cnstody  or  serv'ii'o  of  his  iiuisior  or  owner, 
and  may  lawfully  use  or  employ  such  force 
as  may  ho  necessary  to  take  up  or  appre- 
hend such  ftlave ;  and  such  {icrson,  upon 
the  deliverj"  of  such  slavo  to  his  master  or 
owner,  or  at  snch  pl.ice  as  his  nuister  or 
owner  may  designate,  shall  be  enlitle<l  to 
demand  or  recover  by  suit  any  reward 
which  may  have  been  offered  fur  the  appre- 
hension or  delivery  of  such  slave.  And,  if 
no  reward  have  been  oflered.  tlien  such  per- 
son so  apprelienclinp  such  slave  'shall,  upon 
the  delivery  of  such  slave  to  his  master  or 
owner,  or  to  the  sheriff  of  tlie  county  in 
which  snrli  sliive  was  apprehended,  be  en- 
titled to  demand  and  recover  froiti  siuh 
owner  or  master  the  sum  of  twenty  dolbirs, 
hesidefl  ten  cents  lor  each  mile  of  travel  to 
and  froin  ilie  place  where  such  apprehen- 
sion was  made. 

"  Skc.  11.  If  any  sheriff  of  any  county 
within  tliis  Territory  shall  fail  or  refuse  to 
receive  with  proper  care  any  runaway  slave 
so  offered  to  him  for  safe- keeping,  by  such 
person  ajiitrehendin^'  the  same,  or  his  a^'eut^ 
such  sheriff  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof, 
be  fine<l  in  a  sum  not  less  than  live  hundred 
dollars  to  the  use  of  tiie  Territory,  sliall 
further  l>e  liable  to  the  owner  of  such  slave 
for  his  value.  reef»verablo  by  civil  snit,  and 
sh.'Ul  be  ineligible  for  reelection  to  the  said 
oflice. 

"Sec.  20.  Any  slave  who  ehiill  conduct 
himself  disorderly  in  a  public  place,  or  shall 
give  insolent  language  or  signs  to  any  free 
white  person,  may  be  arrested  jind  taken  by 
snch  person  before  a  justice  of  the  peai'c. 
who,  a|»on  trial  and  conviction,  in  a  sum- 
mary manner,  shall  cause  his  constable  to 
give  such  slave  any  number  of  stripes  upon 
Ins  or  her  bare  back,  not  exceeding  tliirty- 
nine. 

"Skc.  21.  When  any  slave  shall  be  con- 
victetl  of  any  crime  or  misdemeanor,  f(»r 
which  the  penalty  assigned  by  law  is,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  the  tine  of  a  sum  of  mo- 
ney, the  C(iurt  passing  sentence  on  him  may, 
in  its  discretion,  substitute  for  snch  tine  cor- 
poral punishment,  or  brandings  or  stripes. 

"Skc.  2(?.  No  slave  shall  be  pertuitted  to 
go  from  the  premises  of  his  owner  or  mus- 
ter after  sunset  and  before  sunrise,  without 
a  written  pass,  specifyijig  the  particular 
place  or  places  to  which  such  slave  is  jier- 
mitted  to  go ;  and  any  white  person  is  au- 
thorized to  take  any  slave  who,  upon  de- 
mand, shall  not  exliibit  such  i»ass,  before 
any  Justice  of  the  peace,  whf>,  ui)on  sum- 
mary investigation,  shall  cause  sncli  slave  to 
he  whipped  with  not  uiore  than  lliirty-tiine 
stripes  upon  hii  or  her  bare  back,  and  to  be 


committed  to  the  jail,  or  custody  of  a  proper 
oflBcer,  to  be  release*!  the  next  day,  on  de- 
mand and  payment  of  costs  by  the  owner 
or  master. 

Another  act  passed  by  the  same 
Legislature,  "Amendatory  of  tho 
law  relative  to  contracts  between 
masters  and  servants"  {j>€om\  has 
this  unique  provision,  which  might 
have  afforded  a  hint  to  South  Caro- 
lina in  her  worst  estate : 

"Seo.  4.— No  Court  of  this  Territory 
shall  have  jurisdiction,  nor  shall  take  cogni- 
zance, of  any  cause  for  the  correction  that 
masters  may  give  their  servants  for  neglect 
of  their  duties  as  servants ;  for  they  are  con- 
sidered as  domestic  servants  to  their  mas- 
ters, and  they  should  correct  their  neglect 
and  faults;  for,  as  soldiers  are  punished  by 
their  chiefs,  without  the  intervention  of 
the  civil  authority,  by  reason  of  the  salary 
they  enjoy,  an  equal  right  should  be  grant- 
ed those  persons  who  pay  their  money  to  be 
served  in  the  protection  of  their  property ; 
J'mruled,  That  such  correction  shall  not  be 
intlicted  in  a  cruel  manner,  with  cluba  or 
stripes." 

These  acts  were  directly  inspired 
from  Washington,  and  were  enacted 
under  the  supervision  and  tutelage 
of  the  Federal  officers  stationed  in 
the  Territory.  Some  of  these  were 
personally  slaveholders ;  others  were 
only  anxious  to  commend  themselves 
to  the  notice  and  favor  of  their  supe- 
riors ;  and  it  was  ea.sy  for  them  to 
persuade  the  ignorant  Mexicans,  who 
mainly  composed  the  Legislature, 
that  such  acts  would  cause  the  hea- 
venly dews  of  Federal  patronage  to 
fall  in  boundless  profusion  on  the 
arid,  thirsty  hills  of  their  Territory. 
And,  while  the  number  of  slaves  held 
in  New  Mexico  might  never  be  great, 
its  salubritv,  and  the  ease  wherewith 
a  mere  subsistence  is  maintained 
there,  might  well  have  commended 
it  to  favor  as  a  breeding-ground  of 
black  chattels  for  tho  unhealtliy 
swamps  and  lowlands  of  Arkansas 
and  Louisiana.    In  any  case  its  sub- 
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eeiTieiice  to  the  Slave  Power  waa  as- 
Bored  by  the  mere  legalization  of  life- 
long hondafro  and  unrequited  labor 
on  its  narrow  but  fertile  intervales, 
and  in  its  mines  of  precioua  ore. 

The  XXXVIth  OongreBS  aaeeni- 
bled  ftt  Waflbingtoii  Monday,  De- 
cember 5,  1859.   The  Senate  was 

still  strongly  Democratic,  thongh  the 
Bepablican  minority  therein  had 
grown  gradually,  until  it  numbered 
twenty-four.  Indiana,  Minnesota, 
California,  and  Oregon,  were  still 
represented  by  Democrats,  as  were 
in  part  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  and  Uli- 
nola;  but  the  strong  anti-Leoompton 
wave  of  1868  had  swept  into  the 
House  delegations  from  KewTork, 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  , 
AVisconFin,  Iowa,  and  Minnesota, 
dceidedlv  liu^tile  to  the  Achninistra- 
tion ;  and  these,  with  unanimuus 
Repul)lican  delegations  from  all  the 
New  England  States,  left  no  clear 
majority  for  any  party.-  On  the  first 
ballot  for  Speaker,  Thomas  S.  Bo- 
cock,  Dem.,  of  Yii^jinia,  veoeived 
eighty-six  votes;  John  Sherman, 
Rep.,  of  Ohio,  sixty-six  ;  Galusha  A. 
Grow,  Rep.,  of  Pennsylvania,  forty- 
three  :  twenty-two  were  divided  be- 
tween three  "  Americans''  or  South- 
em  Whigs,  and  thirteen  were  scat- 
tered mainly  upon  auti-Lccompton 
Democrats :  whole  number  cast,  280 ; 
neoessaiy  for  a  choice^  116. 

"Mr.  Bnmett,  of  Kentnd^,  now 
moved  that  the  Honse  adjourn  till 
to-morrow,  which  was  negatived — 
Yeas  100 ;  Xays  130 :  whereupon 
Mr.  John  B.  Clark,'  of  Missouri, 
rose,  and,  amid  a  shower  of  objec- 
tions and  interruptions,  proposed  j;lie 
following  preamble  and  resolution: 


"  Wherea*,  certain  members  of  this  House, 
now  in  uumination  for  Speaker,  did  iudorae 
and  reoomuend  th*  book  hmiuuitur  mm- 

tioned, 

"  Jieaohed,  That  the  doctrinee  and  senti- 
ments of  a  certain  book  called  *TIm  Impend- 
in;:  Crisis  of  the  South — How  to  meet  it,' 
purporting  to  have  been  written  hy  one 
Uiuton  II.  Helper,  are  iBflnreetioiMry  and 
hostik'  to  the  domestic  ponce  and  tranqnillity 
of  the  country;  and  tiuit  no  ineniiwjr  of  this 
House  who  has  indorsed  and  recommended 
it,  or  the  oompend  fam  it|  is  fit  to  be  ^Mftk* 
er  of  this  House." 

The  book  thus  advertised  was 
written  by  a  young  North  Camliniaa 
of  the  poorer  middle  class,  who,  hav- 
ing migrated  to  Calitonua,  and  spent 
some  tune  in  the  Korthem  States^ 
had  imbibed  ideas  lespeoting  l^ve> 
ry  which  it  was  not  safe  to  oxproos 
in  his  native  State.  Those  ideas  he 
,  had  embodied  in  his  Impending 
Crisis,"  which  was,  in  substance,  a 
vehement  appeal  to  the  poor  whites 
of  the  South  against  persistence  in 
servilitv  to  the  slaveholders,  backed 
by  ample  statistics,  proving  Slavery 
specially  injurions  and  degrading  to 
them,  as  well  as  baleftd  and  hunt- 
ing to  the  entire  Sonth.  This  book, 
being  deemed  eflbctive  as  an  anti- 
Slavery  aignment,  whether  in  the 
North  or  in  the  South,  had  been  re- 
commended to  general  attention,  in 
a  circular  signed  by  two  thirds,  at 
least,  of  the  Republican  members  of 
the  last  Congress,  including,  of 
oonise,  many  of  those  rammed  to 
the  present.  MessrSb  Sherman  and 
Grow,  between  whom  the  Republi- 
can vote  for  Speaker  was  divided, 
were  both  among  the  signers  of  this 
circular.  Hereupon,  Mr.  Clark  pro- 
ceeded to  make,  amid  interrujitions 
'  and  (juestiona  of  order,  such  a  sjveech 
,  lis  a  slaveholder  might  be  exj)ected 
to  make  on  such  a  theme  j  urging 
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Aat  no  man  who  had  l^coramcnded 
such  a  I'ook  as  Ifcl]ter's  ouglit  to  Ik; 
chosen  Speaker,  and  insistini^  on  dis- 
cnssinc^  the  content.-*  and  hearings  (tf 
tliat  !»ouk  at  leisure;  whilst  several 
liepuhlican  niemhers,  instead  of  re- 
prc^nding  tilis  discreditable  inter- 
ruption  of  the  proper  bnainess  of  tiie 
Honae,  and  demanding  that  the  Clerk 
^onld  proceed  to  call  the  roU  for 
another  attempt  to  elect  a  Speaker, 
rose  to  deprecate,  and  c.\"]ilain,  and 
apologize,  and  insilt  that,  if  tliev  hud 
signcil  a  reeonnnendati«  tn  of  any  such 
book,  it  was  in  total  iguoran<*e' of  its 
contents,  which  they  utterly  con- 
demned and  repudiated.  Thne,  amid 
great  oonfunon,  Mr.  Clark  carried 
the  point  he  was  aiming  at ;  and  the 
House,  afler  one  more  refoaal — Yeas 
113 ;  JNays  115 — eonsented  to  adjouni 
at  a  little  ]>!ist  two  o'r  l.ick.  witliont 
taking  a  second  hallot  f  a*  kS[»eaker. 

In  the  Senate.  al><^.  Shncrv  HLrita- 
tion  was  connneueed  from  the  Demo- 
cratic side,  even  before  that  body 
had  been  fairly  oi^ganized,  by  a  re> 
solve,  introdnoed  by  lb.  Mason,  of 
Virginia,  calling  for  the  most  elabo- 
rate inquiry  into  the  recent  tragedy 
at  Harper's  Ferry,  and  requiring  the 
Seh'ct  Committee  tliereon  to  re]>ort 
"what  h\<jislation  may,  in  tlieir  o])in- 
ion,  he  necessary  for  tlie  futui-e  pres- 
ervation of  the  peace  of  the  country," 
etc. ;  and  herenpon  the  Senate  ]>lung- 
ed  into  a  diacuBsiony  which  lasted 
several  days. 

Mr.  Clark,  in  like  manner,  resumed 
his  dissertation  on  Helper  immedi- 
ately on  the  aswmbling  of  the  House 
next  morning,  liaving  all  manner  of 
documents  read  iVoui  the  Ch'rk's 
desk;  and  s])inning  out  his  remarks 
to  tlie  utmost  length.    When  he  had 


I  closed,  Mr.  John  A.  Gilmer,*  of  N.  C, 
^  moved  a  Bnh>titute,  condemning  all 
1  attemj)ts  at  renewing  Shivery  ngita- 
tionj  wliereupon  Mr.  Washhurne.  of 
I  III.,  moved  that  the  whole  sultject  be 
laid  on  the  table,  which  was  defeated 
by  a  tie  vote :  Teas  116 ;  Xuys  116 : 
and  the  debate  went  on,  simnlta- 
neonaly  with  that  on  John  Brown 
and  his  doings  in  the  Sefuite.  A 
second  ballot  for  Speaker  was  not  ob- 
tained until  tlie  close  of  the  tliird 
day's  proceedings,  when  Mr.  Sher- 
nnin  received  Iti"  votes;  Mr.  Boeock 

t 

88 ;  Mr.  Gilmer  22 ;  and  there  were 
14  scattering.  And  still  the  two 
Houses  oontinned  to  debate  John 
Brown  and  Helper,  by  way  of  dis- 
couraging Slavery  agitation,  inter- 
spersed with  readings  of  the  choicest 
and  spiciest  extracts  from  Ilelper, 
and  o{*(;asional  ballots  for  Speaker — 
Mr.  Sherman's  vote  risin<x  to  11*2, 
while  11*!  were  necessary  for  a  (♦hoii  e. 
The  total  vote  was  diniinisluHl,  after 
a  few  days,  as  members  paired  off 
and  left  Washington ;  but  Mr.  Sher* 
man  continued  to  lack  from  three  to 
five  of  an  election ;  until  ftially,  after 
eight  weeks  had  been  thus  s]>cnt.  ho 
perem]>torily  declined  j  and  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Pennington — e\-Goyernor  of 
New  Jersey,  and  now,  for  tlie  lirst 
time,  a  mend>er  of  the  House — was 
presented  in  his  stead.  Mr.  Bocock 
was  also  withdrawn,  and  the  entire 
pro-Slavery  strength  concentrated,  so 
&r  as  possible,  on  Mr.  Wm.  H. 
Smith,  «  American,"  of  N.  C.  The 
next  (fortieth)  ballot  gave  Penning- 
ton 115;  Smith  113;  Jjjhn  G.  Davis, 
anti-Lec(»mpton  Dem.,  of  Ind.,  2; 
and  then'  were  4  scattering:  neces- 
sary to  a  ( Imice  1  IS.  Finally,  on  the 
forty-fourth  ballot,'  Mr.  Smith'ti  name 
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having  been  withdrawn,  the  vote  was 
declared:  for  l*euiiiugton  117;  John 
A.  HoOlernand,  Dem.,  $5 ;  John  A. 
Gilmer,  Amer.,  16 ;  and  there  were 
15  scattering.  Mr.  Heniy  Winter 
Davis,  of  M<1.,  whohad  hitherto  voted 
with  the  Americans,  now  cast  his 
vote  for  Pennington,  and  elected 
him — he  liaving  the  exact  niniil)er 
necessarv.to  a  clioice.  John  W.  For- 
ney, anti-Leeomi^ton  Deni.,  was  soon 
after  elected  Clerk  by  a  close  vote. 

The  majority  in  the  Senate  was 
not  merely  Democratic  of  the  Le- 
compton  or  extreme  pro-Slavety  caste ; 
it  was  especrially  Ijostile  to  Senator 
Douglas,  and  determined  to  ])niii>h 
him  for  his  powerful  (»ppositiun  to 
the  Leco!n])ton  hill,  by  rcadiiifij  him 
out  of  tho  ])arty.  To  this  end,  Mr. 
JelFerson  Davis  submitted "'  an  elabo- 
rste  series  of  resolves,  whereof  the 
following  is  the  most  material: 

"  4.  Jtetolved,  That  neither  Congress  nor 
a  Territorial  Legislature,  whetlier  by  direct 
lesrislation  or  legislation  of  an  indirect  and 
iinlVieiidly  nature,  possess  the  power  to  an- 
nul or  impair  the  coustitutioaal  right  of  any 
citizen  of  the  United  States  to  take  hra  slave 
property  into  tlie  cotiimori  Territories;  hut 
It  is  the  duty  of  tlie  Federal  Government 
there  to  afford  for  that,  as  for  otter  speeiee 
of  property,  tin*  needful  jiroleotioh ;  and,  if 
experience  »liould  at  uny  time  prove  that  tlie 
Judiciary  does  not  posHcss  power  to  insure 
ado<}uate  proU'ction,  it  will  tlu  ii  heroine  tlic 
duty  of  C'oiijrri'ssi  to  supply  .sudi  deliciency." 

These  resolutions  he  modilied,  ^'atler 
a  conference  with  friends,"  and  sub- 
mitted afresh,"  presenting  the  mate- 
rial proposition  in  this  shape : 

"  4.  Resohfd^  Tluit  neither  Congress  nor 
a  Territorial  Legialatore,  whether  by  direct 

M  Feb.  2, 1860.  'tfleliL  89,  1860l 

"  Mav  24,  ISGO. 

"  Yhab — Meaara.  Betyarain,  £igler,  Bragg, 
Brii^t*  Brown,  (Aesnot^  0. 0.  CSagr,  CUngana, 

Oriltenden,  Davia,  Fit^patrick,  Green,  Owin, 
Eammoad,  Homphili,  Hunter,  Iverson,  Johnson, 
of  Ark.,  Johnson,  of  Tenn.,  Kennedy,  Lane 
(jQtafon]^  Imttuai,  lUDo^,  Mmoq,  KialMdaQn, 


I- 


legishmon  or  legislation  of  an  indirect  and 
nutrienaly  character,  possesses  power  to  an- 
nul or  impair  the  constitutional  right  of  any 
citizen  of  the  United  States  to  talve  his  slave 
property  into  the  comnKMi  Territories,  and 
tiiere  hold  and  enjoy  the  same  while  the  ter^ 
ritorial  condition  remains." 

The  discussion  of  the  series  con- 
snmed  a  laige  shaie  of  the  time 
and  attention  of  the  Senate  during 

the  entire  session.  It  ttltimatclj 
transipired  tliat  they  were  the 
work  ()f  a  '  Lecomjjton '  or  renrnlar 
Deniocnitic  eaucjis,  and  that  tlieir 
ulterior  ol)ject  was  the  reading  of 
Mr.  Douj^la.-,  and  otlier  tenaciDiis 
champions  of  *  Popular  Sovcreigntv,' 
ont  of  the  Democratic  party.  At 
length,"  the  Senate  came  to  a  rote  on 
the  fiiat  of  the  series,  which  was  as 
follows : 

"1.  Rcsoheil,  That,  in  the  adoption  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  the  States  adopting  tlie 
^lue  acted  severally  as  free  aad  independ- 
ent sovereignties,  delefTHting  a  portion  of 
their  powers  to  be  exercised  by  the  Federul 
Government  for  the  increased  secnrity  of 
each  against  dangers,  domestic  as  well  as 
foreign ;  and  that  any  intcrmed<lling  by  wiy 
one  or  rnon.-  States,  or  by  a  combination  of 
tlieir  citizens,  with  the  domestic  institutioas 
of  the  others,  on  any  pretext  whatever,  po- 
]iti<'ul,  moral,  or  religious,  with  aview  to  their 
disturbance  or  subversion,  it  In  violation  of 
the  Constitotion,  insnlting  to  the  States  so 
iiiti'rtVroil  witli,  otidatiL'iTs  their  doinestic 
peace  and  tranquillity  —  objects  for  which  tho 
Gonstitation  was  formed— and^  by  neceanry 
consoq nonce,  tends  to  weiUcea  and  dee^y 
the  UniouitseUl^ 

This  resolve  was  t^ed  directly  at 

the  Repuhlicans,  and  was  pa.ssed  hy  a 

strict  porl^  vote — ^that  is,  hy  the  votes 

of  all  others  in  the  affirmative,  against 

the  Eepublieans  in  the  negative: 

Yeas  36 ;  Nays  11). 

 Jir  


Pcaroe,  Polk,  Powell,  Fugh,  Rioo,  , 

Sli  l*  11,  ThomaoD,  of  N.  X,  Toomba,  Wigfidl,  and 

Yulee— 36. 

Natb— MeiMrs.  Bhigham,  Oliandbr,  Claifc, 

C!ollamer,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot, 
Foster,  Grimes,  Halo,  Hamlin,  JIarlan.  King, 
Simmons,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Wade,  and  Wii- 
ND— IS. 
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"2.  IResolted,  That  ncjrro  Slavery,  as  it 
exists  in  lirteeu  Statc-s  of  tlii»  Uuiou,  compo- 
ses an  important  portion  of  their  domestic 
institutions,  inln-ritod  from  their  ancestors, 
and  existing  ut  tliu  adoption  of  tlic  Consti- 
tution, by  which  it  is  recognized  as  consti- 
tuting an  imiH>rtant  element  in  the  appor- 
tionment of  powers  among  the  States,  and 
tliat  no  <'lianf:c  of  ojiinion  or  feeling  on  the 
uart  of  the  non-slaTeboldiog  States  of  the 
Union,  in  relation  to  this  tnstitntion,  oan 
justify  tliem  or  tlair  ( itizensin  0[»en  or  cov- 
ert attacJcs  thereon,  with  a  view  to  its  over- 
throw ;  and  tliat  all  snch  atfeBoks  are  in 
manifest  violation  of  the  mutual  and  solemn 
pledge  to  prott'i-'t  and  defend  each  other, 
given  by  the  States  respectively  on  entering 
into  the  constitutional  roinpact  whicL  fiirme<l 
tlie  Union,  and  are  a  niauifest  breac;h  of 
faith,  aii>!  a  violation  of  the  most  solemn  ob- 
ligations/' 

This  was  adnptofl :  Yeas  ;  !N'ays 
20;  the  division  bciiiij;  identiral  with 
the  forefcoinir.  Have  that  Mr.  Trum- 
bull,  of  llliiu»ii5,  wtis  now  present, 
adding  one  to  the  Kepublican  vote. 

While  the  above  resolve  was  under 
consideratioo,  Hr.  Harlan,  of  Iowa, 
moved  to  add  to  it  as  follows : 

*'Biit  the  free  discaauon  of  tlie  morality 
and  ozpediency  of  Shivery  ahould  never  bo 
interfered  with  by  the  laws  of  any  State,  or 
of  the  Unit^ni  States;  and  the  freedom  of 
speech  and  of  the  presa,  on  this  and  every 
other  niltfeot  of  dooMsllo  and  national  pol- 
icy, should  be  maintidned  Inyiolato  in  all  the 

States." 

Tliis  wa.^  rejected  :  Yeas  20;  Nays 
36  ^as  upon  the  adoption  of  the  sec- 
ond resolve,  with  the  order  reversed). 

J?es0lM»l,  That  the  Union  of  these 

States  rests  on  the  e<iuality  of  riglits  and 


privileges  among  its  members;  and  that  it 
is  especially  the  duty  of  the  Senate,  which 
represents  the  States  in  their  sovereign  ca- 
pacity, to  resist  all  attempts  to  discriminativ 
either  in  relation  to  persons  or  property  in 
the  Territories,  which  are  Uie  common  pos- 
sessions of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  givo 
advantages  to  theoltizeos  of  one  State  which 
are  not  equally  assured  to  those  of  everj 
other  State." 

This  W5is  also  adojited — Yeas  30  ; 
Nays  18 :  tlie  Yeas,  a.s  upon  the  firet 
vote ;  as  also  the  Nays,  except  that 
Messrs.  Qrimes  anifKing  did  not  vote. 

The  next  was  the  touchstone— its 
passage  by  a  party  vote  the  object 
of  the  movement.  It  reads : 

"4.  luMlrfiJ.  That  neither  Con;.'r<  <-;  nor 
A  Territorial  Legislature,  whether  by  direct 
legislation  or  legislation  of  an  indirect  an^ 
unlViendly  char;^etei',  ]iossesses  pom  r  to  an- 
nul or  impair  the  constitutional  right  of  any 
citiaen  of  the  United  States  to  take  his  slave 
pro|)erty  into  the  common  Tortitorie;*,  and 
there  hold  and  ciyoy  tlie  sumo  while  the  , 
territorial  oonditi<m  Temains.** 

This  important  resolve — the  sen- 
tence and  death-knell  of  Popular 
Sovereignty" — was  passed  by  the 
decisive  majority  <»f  thirty-five  Yeas 
to  twenty-one  Nays'* — every  Demo- 
cratic iSt'iiatcr  jm'.si'ut  but  Mr.  Pu^b, 
of  Ohio,  voting  tor  it ;  though  Messrs. 
Latham,  of  C-alifornia,  Fitch,  of  Indi- 
anay.  Rice,  of  Minnesota,  and  perhaps 
one  or  two  others,  had  been  known  in 
other  days  as  finends  of  Hr.  Douglas, 
ajid  cliampions  of  his  doctrine.  Mr. 
Douglas  himself  was  absent  through- 


ly TlAS— Msssrs.  Thomson  (John  R,)  of  New 

Jersey,  Bigler,  of  Pennsylvania,  Rico,  of  Minne- 
sota, Bright,  of  Indiana,  Gwin  and  Latham,  of 
OilUbraia,  Lane,  of  Oregon — in  all,  icvcn  from 
Frte  States;  with  McssrH.  Kennedy  and  Pearce, 
of  Marvlami.  Iluntor  nnd  Miisoii.  <>f  N'irg^inia, 
l^ragg  and  Cliuginun,  ol'  Nortii  Caruliua,  Che»uut 
and  Hammond,'  of  Sooth  CaroUna,  Irerson  and 
IbOBal>s,  of  Georgia,  C.  C.  Clay  and  Fitzpatrick. 
.of  Alabama,  Brown  and  Davis,  of  MiiMussippi, 
Bsq|sm1n  and  SlideU,  of  Lomsiana,  llalloiy  and 
Tnlse,  of  Florida,  Hemphill  and  "Wigfall,  of 
Texas,  Crittenden  and  Powell  of  Kentucky,  A. 
Johoaon  and  ^iicholsoo,  of  Teonoiisee,  Green 


and  JMk,  of  Missoori,  B.  W.  Johnson  and  So* 

bawtian.  of  Arkansas-  2*^  from  Slavo  Statt-n 
alone — every  Slave  StaU)  but  Delaware  being 
fuUy  represented,  and  casting  its  fVill  Tote  for 
thi8  proposition.  Total  86. 

T!;f>  X,\Y9  wcrr— Mossrs.  Fe«?pn'!on  and 
Ilitmlin,  of  Maine,  Clark  and  ilale,  of  New  liauip- 
shlre,  Sumner  and  Wilson,  of  Ifaasaehiieetta^ 

Simraons,  of  Rhodf  Island.  Pixon  F  isft-r, 
of  Connecticut,  Collamer  and  Foot,  of  Vermont, 
King,  of  New  Toric,  Ten  Eydc,  of  New  Jersey, 
Ptigh  and  W  ade,  of  Obio,  Trumbull,  of  Illinois, 

Brisrham  and  (  handler,  of  Michigrui,  Povilittle, 
of  Wisconsin,  Grimes  and  Uarlau,  of  luwa— 21. 
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out,  l)y  reason  of  sicknesB.    Tlio  nocj-  I 
ative  vote  on  tliis  irnive  j)roposition  ' 
was  made  n}>  of  the  twcyity  Republi- 
ciuici  jitoresuid,  i'lnd  i[r.  Fugli.  Kei- 
ther  Kr,  Crittenden,  nor  either  of 
the  Maryland  Senators,  had  the  cou- 
rage to  oppose  a  proposition  whereby 
Mr.  JeffiarSon  Davi*!^  and  his  confede- 
rates were  permitted  to  brand,  by  an 
iin|M>^iing  vote  of  the  Senate,  not  only 
the  riO|>ul)li<'!in>,  but  the  D(»u»;his 
or  aiiti  Le('<iiii])t()ii  Democrats  also— 
f'onii)o-.iiig  liu  iinmeiiso  majority  of 
the  people  of  the  Free  State:5 — in  j 
eflbct,  as  nnMihfttl  to  their  Oonstita-  I 
tional  obligations,  and  making  war  on 
the  guaranteed  rights  of  the  South. 

Mr.  Clingman,  of  Noijth  Carolina, 
proposed  the  following : 

/?c.w?rf/7,  That  the  existing  condition  of 
tlto  Territorieti  of  the  United  States  Joen  not 
require  the  intervention  of  Confrress  for  the 
protection  of  proix-rty  in  slaves/' 

To  this,  Mr,  Collamer,  of  Yennont, 
moved  to  alter  the  amendment,  so  as 

to  make  it  read  : 

"  Besohedy  That  the  existing  condition  of 
tiie  Territories  of  the  United  States  does  not, 
and,  ia  onr  opinion,  nnvrwUy  require,**  etc. 

Tliis  was  rejected — Yeas  16 ;  Nays  , 
83.    Then  Mr.  (  linartnan'g  amend- 
ment was  adopted :  Yeas  26 ;  .Nays 
23." 

"  5.  Beaohed,  That,  if  experience  should 
at  anj  time  prove  that  the  Judicial  and  Ex- 
eontivo  authority  do  not  ]>o^scss  nican*i  to 
hksnre  adtfuuato  |)r()ttftit»n  to  cnuiititu- 
tional  rights  in  a  Territory,  and  if  the  terri- 
torial iroverntiifiif  sliould  fail  or  refuse  to 
provide  tlio  ncce-sary  remedies  fur  that  pur- 
pose, it  will  bo  the  dutj  of  Oongroea  to  sop- 
ply  such  deticiency." 

^^r.  Clin^an  proposed  to  amend 
thiSf  as  follows : 

'■'Vkas — Messrs.  Bigler,  Bingham,  Bra^rg:, 
Cliandler,  Clark,  Clingoum,  Collamer,  Crittenden, 
DixDDt  Doolittie,  Foot,  Orimes,  Hale,  Hamlin, 
Harlan,  Jolmion,  of  Tenncflsec,  Kennedy, 
tham.  Pnlk.  Pntrh,  Pimmrsns,  Ten  Eyd^  Toombs, 
Trumbull,  Wade,  and  Wilson— 'J G. 


I     "  Provided.  That  it  is  not  hereby  intends 
I  ed  to  assert  toe  duty  of  Oongresa  to  provide 
.1  system  of  laws  for  tbe  nulntenttiae  <rf 

SiuVLTV." 

This  was  rejected — Yeas  1 2 ;  Xays* 
31 — only  Messrs.  Clark,  CHngniun,' 
Dixon,  Foot,  Foster,  Hale,  Hamlin, 
Latham,  Pugh,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull, 
and  WOson,  voting  in  tiie  affinna* 
tive. 

The  original  resolution  was  then 

i  ad«  i])ted  ;  £.s  follows :  Yeas  oo\  Nays 
2 — M(  ssrs,  Hamlin  and  Trumbull: 
j  the  Yeas  being  as  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  iirst  resolve,  with  the  stibtrac- 
'  tion  (tf  Messrs.  Prown  and  Thoin><tn, 
iuul  the  addition  of  ^Ir.  Ten  Eyck. 

"  6.  Ite*ohed,  That  the  inhabitants  of  a 
Territory  «if  the  I  nited  States,  when  they 
r^htfully  form  a  Constitution  to  be  admit- 
ted as  a  State  into  tlic  Union,  nmy  then,  for 
the  first  time,  like  the  people  of  a  Stftto 
when  forming  a  new  Constitution,  decide  for 
themsetves  whether  Slavery,  as  a  domestio 
institution,  shall  be  maintained  or  prohib- 
ited within  their  ^orisdictiou ;  and  'they 
shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  vith  or 
without  Slavery,  as  their  constitution  maj* 
prescribe  At  tiie  time  of  their  admission.'" 

This  was  also  adopted,  as  follows: 
Yeas  33  —  same  as  on  the  first  re- 
solve, less  Brow  n,  ^fallory,  and  Puirh ; 
,  Jnays  12 — liinghaui,  Chandler,  Dix- 
on, Foot,  Foster,  Hale,  Pugh,  Sim- 
mona.  Ten  Eyck,  Tromball,  Wade, 
and  Wilson. 

*'7.  R^lteH,  That  the  provision  of  the 

Cnnstitntion  for  tlio  r^'iidition  of  fu^ritives 
from  servit  e  or  labor,  without  the  adoption 
of  which  the  Union  could  not  have  been 
formed,  and  tlie  laws  of  1793  and  1850, 
which  M-ero  enacted  to  .'secure  its  execution, 
and  the  main  features  of  which,  being  simi- 
lar, bear  the  irapreas  of  nearly  seventy  y^ters 
of  sanction  by  the  iiigrheet  judicial  anuiority, 
should  be  honestly  iind  faithfuU74>b8erved 
and  maintained  by  all  who  ei\joy  the  bene- 

Nays — Mpnsts.  Benjamin,  Bright,  Brown, 
Cliesnut,  Clay,  Davis,  Fitzpatrick,  Green,  IIam« 
mond,  Iltmter,  Iverson,  Lane,  MoUory,  Mason, 
Nicholson,  Pcarce,  Powell,  Rice,  Saidsbnry,  Se- 
bastian, Plid.  Il.  \Yvr^.x\l  nnrl  Yuleo— '2:!.  [.Vll 
from  Slave  States  but  Bright,  Lane,  and  Kic».J 
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fits  of  our  conipaot  of  union,  ami  that  all 
acU  ul'  iudiviiiuulii  ur  ul'  State  Logiiilatures  to 
defeat  the  purpose  or  nullify  &e  reqaire- 
jut'i'ts  of  that  provisiun.  and  the  nuulo 
in  parsuaaoe  of  it,  are  hostile  ru  cimraoter, 
movman  \>t  tbe  Oomtitatioii,  and  rorolu- 
tUNuury  in  th^  eflbot.*' 

Hub,  the  lagt  of  the  serieB,  wae 

likewise  adopted,  as  follows:  Teas 
86 ;  Kays  6 :  Yeas  as  in  the  first  in- 
Ftance,  except  tliat  Messrs.  Pearce 
and  Thom])son  did  not  vote,  their 
])laces  Ikmiilt  filled  by  Messrs.  Ton 
Ev«.'k  and  Tln)iu>i)n;  while  the  Navs 
Were  ^[essrs.  Chandler,  Clark,  Foot, 
Hale,  Wade,  and  Wilson. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded,  on 
motion%f  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Maissachu- 
setts,  to  reconsider  Mr.  Glingiiian's 
resolution  hitherto  given — Mr.  Wil- 
son stating  that,  for  himself  and  his 
friends,  thoy  wished  to  have  nothinij 
to  d(j  with  any  part  of  the  series,  and 
therefore  moved  the  reconsideration; 
which  prevailed:  Yeas  26;  JsavB  8. 
And  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Clingman, 
heing  reconsidered,  was  rejected. 

And  so,  Mr.  Jefferson  Davis's  en- 
tire series,  without  the  change  of  a 
comma,  affirming  and  emphasizing 
t!ie  worst  points  of  the  Dreil  S.-ott 
decision,  and  assertini?  as  vital  truths 
proposititms  wliii  h  even  the  Sot/ f/n  fm 
Democracy  voted*  down  when  tir^t 
*})resented  to  a  Demixsratic  Xational 
Convention  hy  Mr.  Tanoej  in  1848, 
were  now  adopted  bjr  the  United 
States  Senate  as  neoessaiy  deductions 
from  the  fimdamental  law  of  the  land. 


The  Demoeratic  National  Conven- 
tion  of  1856  had  decided  that  its 
sneceesor  c^hould  meet  at  Charleston, 
S.  C,  which  it  aCcordinglj  did,  on  the 

23d  of  A]>ri],  18C0. 

Abundarit  ])remonitions  of  a  storm 
had  already  been  atiurdcd.  One  del- 
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egation  from  the  State  of  New  York 
had  been  chosen  by  the  Convention 

which  nominated  State  officei*s  at 
Syracuse  the  ]>receding  Antnnm; 
while  another  had  been  electeil  by  dis- 
tricts, nnder  thi'  auspices  of  Mr.  Fer- 
nando AVood,  then  Mayor  of  the  Com- 
mercial  Emporium.  The  former  was 
understood  to  favcnr  the  nomination 
of  Senator  I>onglas  for  President;  the 
latter  to  oppose  it,  and  incline  to  en* 
tire  acquiescence  hSL  whatever  the 
South  might  pro]v)se  or  desire.  Two 
delegations  had.  in  like  manner,  been 
i  cljosen  from  Illinois,  under  similar 
auspices.  The  National  Conanitteo 
had  is-^ued  tickets  to  what  it  esteemed 
the  regular,  or  anti-Wood,  delegation 
from  Kew  York,  adndtting  them  to 
seats  in  the  Convention,  and  ex- 
cluding their  com]^titors.  Francis 
B.  Floumoy,  of  Arkansas,  was  chosen 
I  temporary  Chairman  ;  Gen.  Caleb 
:  Cu.diini;,  of  Mas»achus<:!tts,  was,  on 
!  the  tecond  day,  made  ]»erni:inent 
President,  and  a  Committee  on  Plat- 
form, consisting  of  one  member  from 
each  State,  appointed.  On  the  third 
day,  the  contests  were  decided  in 
favor  of  the  anti-Wood  delegation 
from  New  York  and  the  Douirhn 
men  from  Illinois.  On  the  fourth, 
j  no  ])rotrre8S  was  made.  On  tlie  lit'tlt, 
j  ^^fr.  .Vvery,  of  Xortli  Carolina.  I'loui 
a  nnijority  of  the  Connnittee  on  i*lat- 
form  (17  to  14;,  but  representing  a 
minority  of  the  People  and  of  tlie 
Electors  of  President,  reported  a 
scries,  whereof  the  material  proposi- 
tion was  as  follows : 

^' Re»th((l,  That  the  platfonil  sdoj>tt'<1  iit 
CinoiDnati  be  attinueU,  with  the  follow in^; 
resolntions: 

"That  the  Niitlonal  TVaiocraoy  of  the 
United  St4ttos  hold  tlic^  cardinal  principles 
on  the  subject  of  Slavery  In  the  Territories: 
V\r>t.  That  C'onpros  lias  no  power  to  nhol- 
I  i«U  iSlavtiqr  ia  th«  lurritorkti;  bccond,  iLut 
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tlio  Territorial  Ix!f?i8lutaro  has  no  power  to 
aboUbli  slavery  in  the  Territories,  nor  to  jiro- 
hilHt  the  introilnctiun  of  slaves  therein,  nor 
any  power  to  destroy  or  imi)fiir  the  right  of 
pn>])orty  in  slaves  by  any  legislation  what- 
ever." 

Henry  B.  Payne,  of  Ohio,  on 
behulf  of  the  nieinbor.s  of  paid  Com- 
mittee from  all  the  Fre€  States  but 
California,  Orei^on,  and  Miussaehu- 
Betts — btatc!)  entitled  to  choode  172 
Electors,  whfle  those  represented  in 
the  majority  report  were  entitled 
to  but  127  Electors— reported  a  plat- 
£>rm,  wliich,  as  finallj  modified,  was 
presented  by  Mr.  Samiiel8»  of  Iowa, 
in  the  following  shape : 

"  1.  JieisqlcetL,  That  we.  the  Domoeracy  of 
the  Union,  in  Convention  as-^enibleil,  liorcby 
<K»  l.uv  uur  affinimiH'O  of  tlia  rt'sulutions 
nnuniniously  udoptod  and  declared  us  a  plat- 
form of  principUs  br  the  Democratic  Con- 
Veotioii  at  Citiciiinati,  in  tlie  voar  is.'C.,  be- 
lieving that  Democratic  principles  arc  un- 
changeable in  their  nature,  when  applied  to 
tllo  saiiH.'  sulli<•(•t-IIlatr^  ^•^ ;  iiiid  wo  n-cotn- 
iiiund,  us  the  only  further  rcbolutiooi},  tiie  fol- 
lowing : 

hia<iiiii<h  an  tlifforcnees  of  opinion  exist  in 
the  Dcniut-ratic  party  an  to  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  powers  of  a  Territorial  Legis- 
lature, and  as  to  tbo  powers  and  duties  of 
ConprtsH.  under  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  over  the  institotion of  Slavery 
within  the  Territories : 

"2.  ^<'*«/r^v/,  That  the  Democratic  Party 
will  abi'Ii-  by  the  decisions  of  tlie  Supreme 
Oonrt  of  the  United  iStutes  on  the  qnestioiu 
of  Con9titntiona}  law, 

*•••].  l:>s  >ln,I,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
United  States  to  uli'ord  ample  and  complete 
protection  to  all  its  citizens,  whether  at  home 
or  abroad,  and  wliotbt  r  native  or  foreign. 

4.  Jicnolcetl^  l  liut  one  of  the  necessities 
of  the  a^e,  in  a  military,  commercial,  and 
postal  point  of  view,  i-^  spcrdy  coniinunica- 
ti<);i  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacilic  States; 
and  the  Democratic  Party  pled<re  such  con- 
Btitulioiial  Lroveniincnr.  aid  a-s  will  insure  the 
construct  ion  of  a  raiko.id  to  tlie  Pacitia 
coast,  at  the  earliest  practicable  period. 

"5.  Henulr/d,  Tliat  the  ncnioi  ratic  party 
are  in  favor  of  the  acquisition  of  the  Island 
of  C'uIki,  on  such  terms  as  aliallbebimonible 
to  onraelvea  and  just  to  .Spain. 

**  6«  Kstolredy  That  the  enactments  of  State 
I^egislatures  to  defeat  the  faitbtul  execution 
of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law,  are  hostile  in 
character,  inibTmiTe  of  the  Oonatitutdon, 
and  revolationarj  in  their  eflbct** 


Mr.  Avery's  report  from  the  ma- 
jority was  ultimately  modified  hj 
him  60  as  to  read  as  follows : 

"  licnolved.  That  the  platfonn  adopted  by 
the  Democratic  party  at  Cincinnati  tie' 
affirmed,  with  th»  following  explanatory  re>> 
olntions : 

"  Fint.  That  the  government  of  a  Territory 
organized  by  an  act  of  Congress,  ia  provi- 
sional and  tcni|>orary ;  and,  during  its  exist- 
ence,  all  rili/eiis  of  the  I'liitcd  States  luivo 
on  eqaul  right  to  settle  with  their  property 
in  the  Territory  without  their  rights,  either 
of  ]>iTsi)n  or  pnijK-rry.  beinfr  destroyed  or 
imuuirod  by  congressional  or  territorial  legi»- 
lanon. 

"  Hteond.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Federal 
Government,  in  all  its  departments,  to  pro- 
tect, when  necessary,  the  rights  of  perscms 
and  property  iti  t!i.  !  >  rritories,  and  wherever 
else  its  ct>nstitutional  authority  extjl^dsi. 

"  Third.  That  when  the  settlers  in  a  Terri- 
tory havinf?  an  adequate  population  form  a 
State  Constitution,  the  ri^rbt  of  sovereignty 
commences,  and,  being  conMiinmated  by  ad- 
mission into  the  Union,  tliey  stand  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  pe  ople  of  iother  States; 
and  the  Stale  thus  or;;anize<l  otij^'ht  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Federal  Union,  whether  its 
constitution  prohibits  or  recognizes  the  in- 
stitution of  Slavery. 

Fourth.  Thut  the  Democrutic  purty  are  in 
favor  of  the  acquMtton  of  the  Itsland  of  Onba, 
on  such  terms  ;is  shall  be  bonorable  to  our- 
selves and  just  to  Spain,  ut  the  earliest  pruo- 
licaltle  moment. 

"  Fi/h.  That  the  enactments  of  State  legis- 
latures to  defeat  tiie  faithful  execution  of  the 
Fuiritive  Slave  Law,  are  hostile  in  character, 
subversive  of  the  Constitution,  and  levolu- 
tionary  in  their  elfect. 

'*  Sixth.  That  the  I  )emoeracy  of  the  United 
States  recognize  it  us  the  imperative  duty  of 
this  Government  to  ^otect  the  naturalized 
citizen  in  all  his  rijrhts.  whether  at  home  or 
in  foreign  lands,  to  the  same  extent  as  ita 
native-bom  citizens. 

W/ifrciM,  one  of  the  frrcatest  necessities  of 
the  age,  in  a  political,  commercial,  postal 
and  nulitary  pomt  of  view,  is  a  speedy  com- 
rannication  between  the  Paclflo  and  Atlantio 
coasts:    Therefore,  bo  it 

lieHoh  di,  Tl'.at  the  Democratic  partf  do 
hereby  ])ledge  themselves  to  use  every  means 
in  their  power  to  secure  the  passajje  of  some 
bill,  to  the  extent  of  the  constitutional  au- 
thority of  Con<Tress,  fpr  the  con<tniction  of 
a  I'acilic  Ilailroad,  fronj  the  ilissisi^ippi  liivor 
to  the  Pacific  Ooean,'at  the  earliest practioa- 
ble  period.-' 

[The  report  concludes  with  resolves  5  and 
6  of  the  Douglas  platfiarai,  fat  vludi  see 
preceding  column.] 
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Gen.  Benj.  F.  Butler,  of  Massachn- 
eetts,  disagreeing  witli  both  these  re- 
portfi,  proposed  ^;imf>ly  to  reaffirm  tlie 
CiiK  iimati  platforiii,  and  there  stop. 

The  majority  report,  it  will  be  no- 
ted, was  concurred  in  by  the  repre- 
sentatives,  in  Committee,  of  eacji  of 
the  fifteen  Slave  States,  with  those  of 
Oalifornia  and  Oregon.  Mr.  Ayery, 
in  introducing  it,  very  franklj  and 
&irl7  set  forth  ita  object,  and  the 
grounds  of  diU'erenoe  with  the  minor- 
ity, as  follows : 

*M  liuve  stated  that  wo  demand  at  the 
hands  of  our  Northern  brethren  npon  this 

floor  thnt  the  preat  principle  which  we  cher-  ' 
ish  should  be  roco^tiizo'l,  and  in  that  view  I 
apeak  th£  common  ^>'lltillK'llt■4(>f  our  cxnHti-  | 
tiHMit-;  at  home:  and  1  iritrnd  no  ivtloctioii 
upon  thosie  wlio  i-nturtaiii  iuiiiiorcnt  opinion, 
Wbeit  1  say  that  thu  rei^ults  and  ultimato 
coriscxiuences  to  the  Southern  States  of  tliis 
confetleracy,  if  the  Popular  Soverei|inty  doc- 
trine be  adopted  uh  the  doctrine  of  the  Demo- 
oraUo  par^,  woald  be  as  dangerous  and 
snbrenive  or  their  rijcrhts  as  the  adoption  of 
the  j)rinciplo  of  Cnnirn  ssiunid  intervention 
or  prohibition.  We  say  that,  in  a  contest  for 
the  oconpation  of  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States,  tlse  Sontlirrn  men  encumbered 
with  8lave;>  cannot  couiuete  witli  the  Emi- 
grant Aid  Society  at  the  KorUu  We  say 
that  the  Emitrr;int  Aid  Society  can  eend'a 
voter  to  one  of  the  Territories  of  the  United  ! 
States,  to  dt.-tennino  a  question  relating?  to  ' 
Slavery,  for  the  siim  of  s-Jnn  ;  uliile  it  would  ] 
cost  the  Suuthcrn  man  tlie  sum  of  $1500. 
We  say,  then,  tliat,  wherever  there  is  compe-  j 
tition  hetween  the  South  and  the  North,  that 
the  N'orth  can  and  will,  at  less  expense  and 
diflSculty,  jMjcure  power,  control,  and  <lo- 
minion  over  the  Territories  of  the  Federal 
Goveniment ;  and  if,  then,  yon  establish  the 
doctrine  that  a  Territoritd  Lci?i>lature  which 
may  be  cstubli-shed  ])y  Con^rciui  in  any  Ter- 
ritory has  the  ripht,  directly  or  indirectly,  to 
aStu  t  the  iii>titution  of  Shiverv.  tlii  !i  von  can 
see  that  the  Legislature  by  its  action,  cither 
-  directly  or  infflreetly,  may  finally  exolode 
every  man  tVom  t!io  slavoliclditi!.'  States  as 
elFectUttlly  as  if  you  lia<l  adopted  the  Wiliuot 
Proviso  ont  and  out.   *    *    *  % 

"  But  wo  arc  told  that,  in  advo<'atinf;  the 
doctrine  we  now  do,  we  are  viulatini?  the 
pvlnciplcs  of  the  Cincinnati  platform.  They 
say  that  the  Cincinn.'iti  ]>l!itrorm  is  a  Popular 
Sovereignty  jilatform  ;  that  it  was  intended 
to  present  and  praiffically  enforce  that  great 
principle.  Sovr^  we  who  made  this  report 


deny  that  tliis  is  the  true  construction  of  the 
Cincinnati  platform.  Wo  of  the  South  say 
that,  when  we  voted  for  the  Oineinnati  plat- 
fonn,  we  understood,  from  the  faet  tliiit  the 
Territories  stand  in  the  same  position  as  the 
District  of  Colanibiu,  that  non-interferenoe 
and  non-intervention  in  the  Territories  was 
that  siuue  sort  of  non-interference  and  non- 
intervention practiced  in  tlie  Di.strict  of  Co- 
lumbia. Now,  we  maintain  that  Con^jrcKS 
has  no  right  to  prohibit  or  abulisli  Slavery 
in  the  J)istrict  of  Columbia.  Why?  Be- 
caose  it  is  an  existing  institution.  It  be- 
comes the  duty  of  Congress  nnder  the  Con- 
stitution to  ])rotect  and  cherish  the  right  of 
property  in  slaves  in  that  District,  bwaose 
^e  Constitution  does  not  give  tiiem  the 
power  to  prohibit  or  estal)lisli  Slavery. 
Every  session  of  Congress,  Northern  men, 
Sonthem  men,  men  of  all  parlies,  are  tegls* 
la' in;.'  to  protcft,  cherish  and  uphold,  the  in- 
stitution of  Slavery  in  the  Di.strict  of  Colum- 
bia.   •    •  • 

"It  is  said  that  the  Cincinnati  platform  is 
atnbiguous,  and  that  we  must  explain  it.  At 
the  South,  we  have  maintained  that  it  had 
no  ambiguity ;  that  it  did  not  mean  Popular 
Sovereignty;  but  our  Northern  friends  say 
that  it  -d^eg  mean  Popular  Sovereignty. 
Now,  if  we  are  going  to  explain  it  and  to 
declwe  its  principles,  I  say,  let  us  either  dcr 
dare  them  o(>enly.  luddly,  squarely,  or  let  us 
leave  it  as  it  is  in  the  Cincinnati  Platform. 
I  want,  and  we  of  the  Booth  want,  no  more 
doubtl'ul  platform-*  nj)on  this  or  any  other 
question.  W'e  desire  that  this  Convention 
gtionld  take  a  hold,  square  stand.  What  do 
the  iriit!ority  of  tlie  committee  propose? 
Their  solution  is  u>  leave  the  quotion  tu  the 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  agree  to 
abidt^  by  any  decision  that  tnay  be  made  by 
that  tribuiial  butwoen  the  citizens  of  a  Ter- 
ritory upon  the  mbject.  Why,  gen;lt men 
of  the  minority,  you  cannot  help  yourselves  1 
That  is  no  crmcession  to  us.  Tliere  i.s  no 
ne<!essity  for  putting  that  in  the  platform, 
because  1  take  it  for  granted  that  you  are  all 
law-abiding  citizens.  Every  gentleman  here 
from  a  non-slaveholding  State  is  a  law- 
abiding  citizen ;  and,  if  be  be  so,  why  we 
know  that,  when  there  is  a  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  even  adverse  to  his  viewS, 
he  will  submit  to  it.   •   *  ♦ 

Tou  say  that  this  is  a  judicial  queetioii. 
"Wo  say  that  it  is  not.  But.  if  it  be  a  iu'Iicinl 
question,  it  is  immaterial  to  you  how  the 
I>latform  is  nnide.  because  all  you  wilt  have 
to  say  is,  'This  is  a  Judicial  «pjestion  ;  the 
majority  of  the  Convention  were  of  one 
opinion;  I  may  entertain  my  own  opinion 
ti|)on  the  qaeeticm;  let  the  Supreme  Court 
settle  it'     •    •  * 

"Let  us  iiiiiki'  a  platform  about  which  there 

can  be  no  doubt,  so  that  every  man,  Jiiorth 
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and  South,  may  stand  side  by  side  onidi 
inaeB  oouDected  with  Siuvory,  and  advocate 
the  same  prinuiplos.  That  is  all  we  ask. 
All  we  demand  at  your  hands  is,  that  there 
shall  be  equivitcation  and  iiodual>titi  the 
popalar  luiad  as  to  what  our  principles  are." 

Mr.  Payne,  on  the  other  pide,  quo- 
ted at  lenjrth  fvmn  the  Cincinnati 
platfonn,  from  Mr.  Bui  lianan's  let- 
ter of  acc(ptaii<-c.  and  from  ppeeches 
of  IIuwi'll  C'»I«1>,  John  V.  r.ie(kin- 
rid«^e,  James  L.  Orr,  A.  II.  Stu- 
l^heii!^,  Jndah  P.  Benjamin,  Jamee 
A.  Bayard,  James  M.  Mason,  Robert 
ToombAy  etc.,  to  show  that  'I9on- 
latenrentidU*  with  *  Popular  Sover- 
eignty' was  the  originaF  and  estab- 
li:^hed  Democratic  doctrine  with  re- 
gard to  Slavery  in  tlie  Territories. 

The  del  Kite  wan  continued,  amid 
great  excitement  and  H.orne  disorder, 
until  Monday,  April  30th,  \vlien  the 
question  was  first  taken  on  G«n. 
Butler's  proposition ;  which  was  de- 
feated—Yeas 105;  Kays  198— as 
follows: 

Teas — Maine,  8;  Ma^sachnsetts,  8;  Oon- 
necticut,  2i ;  New  Jersey,  5 ;  PenDsylvania, 
16|;  Delaware,  8;  Maryland,  6^;  Virginia, 

12i  ;^  North  t'aroliua,  10  ;  (Jeorijia,  10 ;  Mis- 
auari,  4^;  Teuiiessee,  11;  Koutuckyi  t); 
Minnesota.  11;  Oregon,  8 — 10S. 

Nays — Maine,  6;  New  IIani|ir*liiro,  Ti ; 
Vermont,  o ;  Massachusetts,  5 ;  iihodo  Iih 
land,  4;  Oonnecticat,  8^;  New  York,  8u; 
New  Jersey,  2;  Pennsylvania,  lOi:  Mary- 
land, 2i;  Virji^inia.  2i;  buuth  Carolina,  H; 
Florida,  3;  Alabama,  9;  Lonlflana.  6;  Mis- 
8iss![ipi.  7  :  Tevas,  4  ;  Arknnsas,  !  ;  Mi'^soiiri. 
4i;  l  eiim-isee.  1;  Kentucky,  3;  Uliio,  'J:!  ; 
Indiana,  Illinois,  11  ;  Mi(>higan,  G;  M'is- 
ciHHin,  5:  Iowa,  4;  Miouesota,  2^;  Califor- 
uia,  4 — il>8. 

Tlie  question  was  next  taken  on 
the  regular  minority  report,  as  pre- 
sented in  a  modified  form  by  Mr. 
Samuels ;  which  was  adopted,  by  the 
following  Tote: 

Yeas — Maine,  8;  New  Ilamp^liire,  5  ;  Ver- 
mont, f) ;  MaKsachuHett",  7:  lUiode  Ishuid, 
4;  Oonneoticut,  0;  New  York,  S/i ;  New 
Janey,  6 ;  Pennigrlvania,  12 ;  MaiyUuid,  8i ; 


Virginia,  1 ;  Missouri,  4 ;  Tennessee,  1 ; 
Keulucky,  2J;  Oiiio,  23;  Indiana,  13;  Illi- 
nois, 11 ;  Michigan,  6 ;  Wisconsin,  5 ;  iowa, 
4;  Mfainesota,  4 — ^166. 

Nays — .Man^sachus^^t^  6;  New  Jersey,  2; 
Pennsylvania,  15;  Delaware,  S;  Maryland, 
4t ;  Virfrinia,  14 ;  North  Carolina,  10 ;  Sooth 
Caroliuji,  8;  Georgia,  10;  Floridsu  3;  Ala- 
L  bama,   U;  Lonisuma,  6;    Mississippi,  7; 
I  Texas,  4;  Arkansas,  4;  IGssonri,  6;  Ten> 
•  nes>ce.  11;  Keutodky,        OtlifiDiBia,  4; 
Oregon,  ^138. 

Ileretipon,  Mr.  L.  P.  Walker,  of 
Alabama,  presented  the  written  pro- 
test of  the  deleirates  from  that  State, 
28  in  number,  tihowin<r  that  they 
were  expressly  instructed  by  the 
State  Convention  which  elected  them 
not  to  aoqniesce  in  or  submit  to  any 
^  Squatter  Sovereignty'  platform,  1i>nt 
to  withdraw  from  the  OouTMition  in  - 
case  sueh  a  one  should  be  adopted. 
Amonn^  the  resolves  so  adopted  and 
made  hindinj;  on  their  deleirates  hy 
the  Alaltama  State  Couveutiou,  were 
the  following : 

"  1.  Ruolted^  by  the  Democracy  of  the  State 
^AUAama  in  Uon^entim^  tmmJbled^  That, 

holding  all  issius  and  |irineiples  upon  wliicli 
they  have  iiurctotore  adiliated  and  acted 
with  the  National  Democratio  Party  to  be 
inferior  in  dignity  and  iniportaneo  to  tlio 
great  question  of  ^>lttverv•,  tliey  content 
themselves  with  a  general  reaflinnanoe  of 
the  Citii  innaf i  platform  as  to  sneli  issues, 
ami  also  indorse  said  plattonn  as  to  Sinvory, 
togetlier  with  the  following  resolutions: 

"2.  li'cifilrfd  fvrfher,  Tli:it»we  reatlirm  M 
mueh  of  the  tirst  rei*oluti<n»  of  the  platfonu 
adopted  in  the  Convention  hy  tiiu  l)euio- 
rra<-y  of  this  ^tate,  on  the  8th  of  January, 
is.")*'),  as  relates  to  the  Huhjeot  of  Slavery,  to 
wit:  *The  utupialitied  right  of  the  people 
of  the  Slavelinldiug  iStutcs  to  the  protection 
of  their  property  in  the  States,  m  the  Terri- 
tories, and  in  the  wilderness  in  wlTu  h  Ter- 
ritorial UoTeroments  are  as  yet  unorgan- 
ized.* 

'*  3.  Ri  Jtohp'f  further.  That,  in  order  to  meet 
and  clear  away  all  obstacles  to  a  full  enjoy- 
ntent  «)f  this  right  in  the  Territories,  we  re- 
atlirin  the  principle  of  the  rcolution  of 
the  l'lattv)rni  adoptod  in  Convention  i-y  the 
Democraey  of  tliis  State,  tm  the  14th  of 
Fehruary,  ls(^,  to  wit:  'That  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  General  Government,  by  all  proper 
kgidstioa.  to  Moura  aa  entiy  into  thoee 
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Territories  to  all  tlio  citizens  of  the  United 

StaU'!».  toircthtT  \vit!i  ihuir  property  of  every 
de.S4'i'i|>tiuu ;  aud  that  the  miino  ^bootd  be 

Protected  by  the  UuUed  States  while  the 
'orritorics  are  ander  its  authority.' 

4.  Jiennlred/'irtlwr,  That  the  Constitntion 
of  the  Unite<l  States  is  a  compact  between 
•overeign  ftiid  co-Squol  States,  nnited  upon 
the  basis  of  perfect  equality  of  rights  and 
privile^cH. 

**5.  ii*wii»«i/ttriAer,  That  the  Territories 
of  the  United  States  ere  eommon  property, 
ill  w  li  thi' States  huvc'  eijual  ri;:hts.  and 
^  tu  which  tlio  citizens  of  every  State  may 
rightfnlly  emigrate,  with  tbeir  slaves  or 
other  property  recojjnized  as  snch  in  any  of 
the  States  of  the  Union,  or  by  the  (Jonstita- 
tion  of  the  United  States. 

••  H.  rnl  fiirtht  r.  That  the  Congress  of 

the  United  States  has  no  power  to  abolish 
Slavery  in  the  Territories,  or  to  prohibit  its 
introduction  into  any  of  them. 

'•7.  Ittmltedfurther^  Tlmt  the  Territorial 
Legislatures,  created  by  the  le;rislation  of 
Congress,  have  no  iM>wer  to  abolish  blavery, 
or  to  prniiibit  the  introdoctton  of  the  same, 
or  !it  impair  by  unfrieihlly  le;ri>lation  iho 
fitieuritj'  and  fall  ei^oyuient  of  the  same 
within  the  Territories;  and  such  constita- 
■  tional  power  certainly  diK?H  not  belon^r  to 
the  peoule  of  the  Territories  iu  any  cauat-ity, 
before,  in  the  exercise  of  a  lawfnl  anthority, 
they  tonn  a  CoiiHtitntion  preparatory  to  ad- 
niisMon  as  a  State  into  the  Union ;  and  their 
action,  in  the  exercise  of  sacb  lawftil  au- 
tliority,  certainly  cannot  operate  or  take 
effect  before  their  actual  admisdiuu  as  a 
State  into  the  Union. 

•*  H.  L'lJfohtd  /tirther.  That  the  principles 
eijuticiated  by  Chief  Justice  Taney,  in  his 
opinion  in  the  J>rril  S>  n(l  ca'^e.  deny  to  the 
Territorial  Ix-^rislature  the  power  to  destroy 
or  impair,  by  any  le^^islatlon  whatever,  the 
rii'Jit  of  {»roporty  in  !<ljives,  ami  maintain  it 
to  be  the  duty  of  the  Federal  Government, 
in  all  of  its  departments,  to  protect  the 
riLlits  of  ihu  owner  of  sucli  property  in  the 
Territories  ;  and  the  principles  so  declared 
are  hereby  asserted  to  be  the  rights  of  the 
Soutli,  and  theSonfh  should  nuiintain  them. 

9.  A'molnd  J'urtht  r,  Tliat  WO  hold  all  of 
the  foreijoing  propositioiH  to  contain  enrdi- 
n-i'  /fj-iiit'i/d'x — true  in  theinselvcs — and  Just 
and  proper  and  necessary  for  the  safety  of 
all  that  is  dear  to  us;  ijnd  we  do  herehy  in- 
struct our  delegates  to  the  Charleston  Con- 
vention to  present  them  for  the  calm  con- 
sideration an«l  approval  ofthatltody — from 
Hfhose  Josiioe.and  patriotism  we  anticipate 
tiieir  adoption. 

"  1".  l!tMi>l(  i  <l  f  trflitT,  That  onr  delefrafes 
to  the  Charleston  Convention  ore  hereby 
expressly  instractod  to  insist  that  said  Con> 
Tention  shall  adopt  a  platform  of  principles, 


reoogsizing  distinctly  the  rights  of  the  South, 
as  asserted  in  the  foregoln^'  rooliitiods :  aiid 
if  the  said  National  Convcutiou  bhull  refuse 
t  >  u<!  >j>t,  in  snbetanoe,  the  propositions  em- 
braced in  the  preceding  resolutions,  prior  to 
nominating  candidates,  our  delegates  to  said 
Convention  are  hereby  positively  instructed 
to  withdraw  therefrom. 

"  11.  lietolred  furthsr.  That  oar  delegates 
to  the  Charleston  Conventioti  shall  cast  the 
voto  of  Alabama  as  a  unit,  and  a  majority  of 
onr  delegates  shall  determine  how  the  voto 
of  this  State  shall  be  given. 

"12.  Eaoltad/urthery  That  an  ExocntNe 
Oommittee,  to  consist  of  one  fVom  each  Con- 
gres-iional  District,  be  appointe<l,  whose  duty 
it  slialt  be,  iu  tiie  event  that  our  delegates 
withdraw  from  the  Charleston  Convention, 
in  obedieiu  o  to  t)io  I'Hli  resolution,  to  call 
a  Convention  of  the  Democracy  of  Alabama, 
to  meet  at  an  early  daj  to  oonalder  whMb  Is 
beat  to  be  done.'* 

Tlic  Aliibuma  delegation  oondaded 
with  the  following  Btatement : 


"The  points  of  difference  between  the 
Northern  and  the  Southern  Democracy  are : 

"  1.  Aa  regards  the  »tatut  of  Slavery  as  a 
politioal  institution  in  the  Territories  whilst 
they  remain  Territoriesi  and  the  power  of 
the  people  of  a  Territory  to  exclude  it  by 
unfriendly  le^ri-slation ;  and 

"  2.  As  regards  Uio  duty  of  tlie  Federal 
Qovemment  to  protect  the  owner  of  davea 
in  tlie  enjoyment  of  his  property  in  theTer> 
ritories  so  long  as  they  remain  such. 

"  Tliis  Convention  has  refused,  Ity  the  Plat- 
form adopted,  to  settle  eitluT  of  t!ie<e  prop- 
ositions in  lavor  of  tlio  South.  Wo  deny 
to  the  peo]>le  of  a  Territory  juiy  power  to 
'  kirishite  a^raiust  the  institulioii  of  Slavery; 
and  wo  assert  that  it  is  li»o  duly  ol  the  Fede- 
ral (iovernment^  in  all  its  departments,  to 
protect  the  owner  of  slaves  in  thoei\}o5  ment 
of  his  property  in  the  Territories.  These 
principles,  as  we  state  them,  are  embodied 
in  the  Alabama  I'latfonn. 

**nere,  then,  is  a  plain,  explicit  and  direct 
issue  between  this  Conveniioii  and  tlie  con- 
stituency which  we  have  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent in  tills  body. 

"  Instructed,  as  we  are,  not  to  waive  this 
issue,  the  coatiugeucy,  Uierufore,  has  arisen, 
when,  in  onr  opinion,  it  becomes  onr  dn^ 
to  withdraw  front  tliis  Convention.  We  beg. 
Sir.  to  communicate  this  fact  through  yoo, 
and  to  assure  the  Convention  that  we  do  eo 
in  no  spirit  of  anger,  but  under  a  sen.se  of 
imperativo/jbligation,  pn>perly  appreciating 
its  rcsponsfbOities  and  cheerfUIysnbmitting 
to  its  conseqnenoes.** 

The  Alabama  delegation,  whick 
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iiu'luded  cx-Ctov.  Julm  A.  Winston, 
Win.  L.  Yancev,  Keiiben  (  'lia|i!nan, 
ex-M.  C,  and  other  proniiueut  citi- 
zens, thereupon  whbdreir  from  the 
Convention. 

Mr.  Barry,  of  Miaaiflsippi,  next  an- 
nounced the  withdrawal  <»f  tho  entire 
Missisiiippi  delegation.  Mr.  Glenn, 
of  Mississippi,  stated  the  grounda  of 
such  withdrawal,  aa  follows: 

"Sir.  ftt  Cincuinati we adopteil  n  rintfnrin 
<m  which  we  all  agreed.  Hovi  answer  me, 
7»  men  of  the  Nortii,  of  the  East  of  the 
Booth,  and  of  the  West,  what  was  the  con- 
structiun  placed  upoa  that  Platfitriu  in  dif- 
ferent eeotiona  of  the  Union?  Yoa  at  the 
West  said  it  nioaiit  one  thing  ;  we  of  the 
Souili  said  it  mcuut  another.  Kither  wo 
were  rinrbt  or  yoa  were  rit:ht;  wo  were 
wron^'  or  you  were  wrontx.  We  canu-  here 
to  ask  }ou  which  wiis  rijiht  and  which  wuj* 
wrong.  Yoa  have  ninintained  yoor  position. 
You  sjiy  tliutyon  cannot  give  tin  an  acknowl- 
edgment of  tliat  right,  which  I  tell  yon  liere 
now,  in  coining  time  will  ho  your  only  safety 
in  joar  eontests  with  tbo  Black  Kepublicaos 
of  Ohio  and  of  tlie  North.  (Oheera.) 

"  Wliy,  sir,  turn  back  to  the  lii-if  ory  of  your 
own  leailinginon.  There  sits  a  distingaished 
geotlenian,Hon.  ObarlesE.  Stnart,  of  Hioht- 
gati,  oiiee  a  r<  pri -<  ntatrve  of  one  of  the 
sovereign  StJitos  of  the  L  nion  in  tlie  Senate, 
who  then  voted  that  Oongrcss  had  the  con- 
stitutional power  t<»  pas'*  the  Wihuot  Proviso, 
and  to  exclude  Shivery  from  the  Territorica ; 
and  now,  when  the  Supreme  Court  has  said 
tliat  it  lias  not  tliat  power,  lie  comes  forward 
and  tolls  \ii.ssissippiaiiH  tiiat  that  i»aiiio  Con- 
gress is  impotent  to  protect  that  same  8|>o- 
cies  of  property  I  There  sits  niy  distin- 
guished friend,  Uie  Senator  from  Ohio  (Mr. 
Pugh),  who,  bntafe]nr  nighta  .since,  tuM  us 
from  that  stand  that,  if  a  Territorial  Govern- 
ment totally  misnsea  their  powers  or  abnfled 
theMi,  C'liiiLTess  otHiM  wipe  out  that  Territo- 
rial Governnieiit  altogether.  And  yet,  when 
we  come  here  and  ask  him  to  give  ns  jiro- 
tection  in  case  tliat  Territorial  {"lovcn.meiit 
robs  us  of  our  property  and  strikes  tho  star 
which  answers  to  tbo  name  of  Missis^ipjii 
from  the  thig  of  tho  rnion,  so  far  as  the 
Constitution  gives  her  protection,  he  telLs 
US,  with  his  hand  uim»ii  his  heart — as  Gov. 
Payne,  of  Ohio,  had  heforo  ilone — that  they 
will  i)art  with  their  lives  hefure  ihoy  will 
acknowledge  the  principle  which  we  con- 
tend for. 

Gentlemen,  in  such  a  situation  of  thin^ 
iB  the  Oonvention  of  oor  great  party}  it  la 


right  that  we  should  part  Go  yonr  way, 
and  we  will  go  ours.  The  South  leaves  yott 
— utjt  like  Ha<,'ar,  driven  into  the  wihlifrnoss, 
friend  less  and  alono — but  1  tell  Southern 
men  here,  and,  for  them,  I  teO  the  North, 
that,  in  los.s  than  sixty  days,  you  will  find  a 
united  South  standing  side  by  side  with  us. 
(Prolonged  and  enthnoiastto  cheering.)" 

Mr.  Monton,  of  Louiaiuia,  brieflj 
announced  that  all  the  delegates  fiom 

his  State  but  two  would  withdraw 
from  the  Convention,  and  protested 
ajrainst  the  ri<!;ht  of  tlie  two  to  at*t  or 
east  any  v«»te  in  behalf  of  the  State. 

Hon.  James  Siim)ns,  of  South  Car- 
olina, announced  the  withdrawid  of 
the  delegation  from  that  State,  in  a 
communication  signed  hy  all  the 
thirteen  memben  thereof,  in  the 
worda  £>llowing : 

"  We,  tho  undersitrnod  delegates  appointed 
by  tho  Democratic  State  Convenliou  of 
Sonth  Carolina,  beg  leave  respcctftillr  to 

state  that,  according  to  the  principles  enun- 
ciated in  their  Plutt'orm  at  Colunihiii,  tho 
power,  either  of  the  Federal  Government  or 

of  its  aijcnt.  tho  Territorial  (lovernnient.  to 
abolish  or  legislate  against  property  in  slaves, 
by  either  direct  or  indirect  legislatitm,  i>  es- 
pecially denied  ;  and,  as  tlie  Platform  !Mh>pted 
hy  tho  Convention  palpahly  and  intenlion- 
adly  prevents  any  expression  aflirming  the 
incapacity  of  the  Ti-rritorial  Government  so 
to  legislate,  tliat  they  we  nld  not  he  acting 
in  go«Ml  faith  to  their  principles,  or  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  wishes  of  their  consti- 
tuents, to  longer  remain  in  this  Convention, 
and  they  horehy  respectfully  annoonoe  their 
withdrawal  therefrom." 

Mr.  John  ^niton,  of  Florida.  no?ct 

announced  the  unanimous  witlidrawal 

of  the  delegation  from  that  State,  in  a 

protest  signed  l)y  live  delegates,  which 

was  read  by  Mr.  Eppcs,  whereof  the 

eesential  portion  is  as  follows: 

'*  Florida,  with  her  Southern  sisters,  is 
entitled  to  a  <  !e;ir  and  uiiarn!'i;.Mions  recog- 
nition of  her  rights  in  tlio  Territories  j  and 
this  being  refused,  by  the  r^eedon  of  the 
majority  report,  wo  protest  airaitist  receiving 
the  Cincinnati  Platform  with  the  interpret- 
ation that  it  fkvors  the  doctrine  of  S(|uatter 
Sovereignty  in  the  Territories — which  doc- 
trine, in  tho  name  of  the  people  represented 
by  no,  we  repudiate." 
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•  Ifr.  Guy  M.  Bryan,  of  Texas,  next 
announced  tlie  withdrawal  of  the  en- 
tire delegation  from  that  State.  In 
tlicir  ]>rote8t  against  tlie  ])lattonn 
adopted  bj  the  Cunventiou,  they  de- 
clared 

*'  That  it  is  the  right  of  every  citizen  to 
take  Ilia  property,  of  any  kiiid/including 
alavcs.  into  the  coiiinion  torritorv  !ii.-Iiiii;_'-in'^ 
eqiiully  to  uU  tile  States  of  the  Coulcilerucy, 
and  to  have  it  protected  there  under  the 
Federal  Constitution.  Neither  Cofigres3 
nor  a  Territorial  J-cfjislature,  nor  any  human 
power,  has  any  authority,  either  dircotly  or 
indirectly,  to  iinpiur  these  aocred  rights; 
and.  tliey  having  been  Affirmed  by  the  deci- 
sion of  llie  Su[»reme  Court  in  the  Dnd  Si'  ,ft 
ca<e,  we  declare  tliat  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Federal  Government,  the  common  ag«nt  of 
all  the  States,  to  istal)Iisli  siictli  {rovernnient, 
aud  euact  such  hiwd  i'or  tlie  Territories,  and 
■o  chanjte  the  -  same,  from  time  to  time,  as 
may  be  iiec<  ss:iry  to  in>iure  the  protection 
aud  prefer  vat  iuu  of  tlieso  rijrlitH,  and  j)re- 
Tent  erery  infrtngoment  of  the  same.  The 
affirmation  of  this  principle  of  the  duty  of 
Conf.n-eH3  to  simply  protect  the  rights  of 
IiriijMiiy,  \»  nowise  in  contiict  with  the 
heretofore  established  i.ud  well-recognized 
principle  of  the  Democratic  party,  tliat 
Conpress  does  not  possess  the  power  to  i 
l^islate  Slavery  into  the  Territories,  or  to 
exchide  it  therefrom. 

'•  It  is  siitricietit  to  say  tliat,  if  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Northern  Democracy  are  pro- 
perly represented  by  the  opinion  and  aetlon 
of  tlie  majority  of  the  dele^'atcs  fn)ni  tliat  ] 
section  on  this  tioor.  we  do  not  hesitate  to 
declare  that  their  principles  are  not  only 
not  ours,  bnt,  if  .-hHk  n  il  to  and  eoforoed  by 
them,  will  destroy  this  Union." 

Mr.  B.  Burrow,  of  Arkansas,  an- 
nounced the  witlidrawal  of  three  del- 
egates from  that  State,  lor  these  rea- 
sons : 

*"  1st.  Because  the  numerical  m^ority 
have  nanrped  the  prerc^tiTes  of  the  Statea 
in  aetUng  aside  the  Platform  made  hy  the 
States,  an<l  have  thus  unsettled  the  basis  of 
tiiis  Convention,  and  thereby  permanently 
disortranized  its  cnnstitiiMon.  Its  decrees, 
tlicrefore,  become  null  ami  void.. 

2d.  Because  we  were  poNtivdy  Instmct- 
edby  the  Democracy  of  Arkansas  to  insist  on 
the  recognition  of  the  eipial  ri^iiis  of  tlie 
."^oiitli  in  the  common  Territoriej*.  and  pro- 
tection to  those  rights  by  the  Federal  Gov- 
emmcnt,  prior  to  any  uomiuatiou  of  a  cuu- 
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didato;  and,  as  thi^  Convonfioii  lias  refused 
to  reougnize  the  priuuioles  leiiuired  by  tha 
State  of  Arkansas,  in  her  popular  Conven* 
tion  first,  and  twico  subsequently  reasserted 
by  iVrJcansas,  together  with  all  her  tiouthern 
sisters,  in  the  report  of  a  Platform  in  this 
Convention;  and,  as  wo  cannot  serve  two 
masters,  we  are  determined  first  to.serve  the  . 
Lord  otir  God.  We  cauuot  ballot  for  any 
candidate  vhataoeiTer.** 

Ifr.  J.  P.  Johnaon,  on  behalf  of 
that  portion  of  the  ArkanBas  ddlega^ 

tion  who  had  concluded  nci  to  leave 

the  Convention  until  after  time  had 

been  afforded  for  consultation,  said 

he  hesitated,  "because  lie  conceived  * 

that  the  j^tubilitv  of  tlie  I'nion  itself 

was  involved  in  the  action  taken  here 

by  the  Southern  rej)resentativeB." 

The  Georgia  delegation  hero  asked 

leave  to  retire  for  conanltation,  which 

was  granted.    Mesan.  Bajnrd  and 

Whiteley — Senator  and  Bepreeenta* 

tive  in  Conjrross  fnun  Delaware —  t 

now  retired  fmm  the  (^tnveJltion  and 
< 

joined  the  seceders.  ^fr.  Siitilsbury, 
the  other  Seiintor,  iziwa  liis  reasons 
for  not  retiring  at  iliis  time,  aud  the 
Convention  adjourned  for  the  night. 

Kext  mornings  May  1st,  Kr.  Hen- 
ry L.  Benning  preaented  a  notificar 
tion  from  twenty-six  of  the  thirty- 
four  delejjates  from  Georgia,  that 
they  had  decided  to  withdraw  from  the 
(Convention — four  of  them  in  obe- 
dience to"  a  Vote,  of  the  majority, 
which  they  had  o[>j)osed. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Arkansas,  now 
announced  tne  withdrawal,  after  due 
consideration  and  oonanltation,  of 
the  remainder  of  the  delegation  from 
his  State;  but  'Slv.  V.  ]i  Flonmoy 
gave  notice  that  he  did  not  concnr  in 
this  action. 

The  tVinnal  ])rotest  and  witlidrawal 
of  ten  delcixatcd  from  Louisiana  was 
now  presented.  It  states  that  these 
delegates  act  in  obediehce  to  a  reso- 
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lution  passed  by  the  Democracy  of 
Louisiana  in  State  Convention  at 
Baton  Ivouge,  March  5,  1860,  in  the 

loUowiii*::  words-: 

*^'Jle»olMd^  That  the  TerritorieB  of  the 
United  States  belong  to  the  Berehil  States  as 

their  coimnon  property,  utnl  not  to  iiulivi- 
doal  citizens  thereof;  tliat  the  Federal  Con- 
atitntion  reco^izes  property  in  slaves ;  and, 
as  such,  the  owner  thereof  is  entitled  to 
earry  his  slaves  into  anv  Ten  itury  in  the 
United  States;  to  hold  tii<-tii  there  iis  pro- 
perty;  and,  in  rase  the  people  of  the  Territo- 
ries, by  inaction,  unfriendly  K-fiislntion  or 
otherwise,  shoold  endanger  the  t^^nnre  of 
snch  property,  or  discriminate  against  it  by 
withholding  that  protection  given  to  other 
species  of  property  in  the  Territories,  it  is 
toe  duty  of  the  General  Government  to  in- 
terpose, by  the  aotive  exertion  Of  its  eonsti- 
tutioiial  power,  to  aeenre  the  ri^tsof  the 
slaveholder." 

The  two  remaining  delegates  from 
Louisiana  pave  notice  that,  though 
they  did  ii<>t  ])ers<»iiidly  de.-ire  to 
withdraw  fruin  tlie  Coiivoiitioii,  thev 
should  he  governed  b^^  the  action  of 
the  majority  of  their  delegation. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Gaulden,  of  Qeoigia, 
made  a  speech  against  the  eonrae 
taken  hy  hi8.coIleagaee}  on  the  follow- 
ing grounds: 

"I  am  not  in  favor  fif  hreaking  up  this 
Goverumeut  upon  au  uupracticable  i^^ue, — 
upon  a  mere  theory.  I  believe  that  this 
doctrine  of  protection  to  Shivery  in  t!ie  Ter- 
ritories is  a  mere  theory,  u  mere  ubstructioD. 
(Applause.)  Practically,  it  can  be  of  no 
consetinencc  to  the  South,  for  the  reason 
tliut  tiie  infant  has  been  strangled  before  it 
was  bom.  (Laughter.)  Ton  have  ent  off 
the  supply  of  slaves;  you  have  crippled  tlie 
institution  of  Slavery  in  the  State^^  by  your 
Qzyust  laws ;  and  it  is  mere  tolly  and  mad- 
ness now  to  ask  for  ^irotection  for  a  nonen- 
tity— ^for  a  thing  which  is  not  there.  We 
A»<v!  no  slaves  to  carry  to  these  '!'< n  itories. 
Wo  can  never  make  anottier  Slave  State  witli 
onr  present  supply  of  slaves.  But,  If  we 
conld.  it  'Afiiild  not  b,'  wise;  tor  the  reason 
tliaL,  if  you  make  another  Slave  State  from 
your  new  Twritories  with  the  present  supply 

of  slaves,  you  will  he  obliged  to  give  np 
another  State — either  Maryland,  Delaware, 
or  Virginia — to  Free  Soil  upon  the  North. 
Now,  1  wouM  :;1  witli  this  question,  fellow- 
Demoorats,  a^  a  practical  one.   When  I  can 


see  no  possible  practical  good  to  resnlt  to 
the  country  from  demanding  legislation  ufjon 
this  theory,  I  am  not  prepared  to  disiiitegrato 
and  dismember  the  great  Democratic  partj  • 
of  this  Union.   •  *  •  • 

"I  Would  ask  niy  fricnd-i  of  the  South  to 
come  up  iu  a  proper  spirit,  ask  our  Northern 
fHends  to  give  ns  all  onr  rights,  and  take  off 
the  ruthless  rcstrirrioii-i  wliich  cut  oil"  !lie 
supply  of  slaves  from  foreign  lands.  Asa 
matter  of  right  and  Justice  t(»  the  Soistli,  I 
would  ;isk  till'  Democracy  of  the  Norfii  to 
grant  us  this  tiling;  and  1  believe  tliey  have 
the  patriotism  ;in(i  honesty  to  do  it,  because 
it  is  right  in  itself.  I  f.  ll  >  ou.  iVlIow-Deino- 
crats,  that  the  Africmi  >luve-ir;ukT  is  tho 
true  Union  man.  (Cheers  and  laughter.)  I 
tell  you  that  the  slave-trading  of  Virginia 
is  more  immoral,  more  unchristian  ih  every 
possible  point  of  view,  tli.in  that  At'rii  ;in 
SUive-traae  which  goes  to  Africa  and  brings 
a  heathen  and  worthless  man  here,  makes 
him  a  us^tal  man.  Christiani/es  him.  and 
sends  him  and  hb  posterity  down  the  stream 
of  time  to  ei^oy  the  blessings  of  etvilization. 
(Che<ys  and  laughter.)  Now,  fellow-T>en!o- 
crats,  so  far  a.s  any  public  expression  of  the 
State  of  Virginia  —the  great  Slave-trading 
Stjite  of  Virginia — has  been  given,  they  are 
all  oppo-cd  to  the  African  Slave-trade. 

Dr.  Kecd.  of  Indiana — am  from  Indiana, 
and  I  am  in  favor  of  it. 

"Mr.  Gauldcti — Now,  gentlemen,  we  are 
told,  upon  high  authority,  that  there  is  a 
certain  class  of  men  who  strain  at  a  gnat 
and  swallow  a  camel.  Now,  Virgitiiii, 
which  authorizes  tho  buying  of  Christian 
men,  separating  them  from  their  wives  and 
children,  from  all  the  relations  and  associa* 
tionsainid  whom  tla  y  have  lived  for  years, 
rolls  up  her  eyes  in  holy  horror  when  I 
would  go  to  Afirico,  buy  a  savagCt  and  In- 
troduce him  to  the  Mc-sings  of  civilization 
and  Christianity.    (Cheers  and  laughter.) 

"Capt  Rynders,  of  N.  Y.— You  . can  get 
one  or  two  reeraltafrom  New  Yorktojoia 
with  you. 

"The  President. — The  time  of  the  gentle- 
man has  expired.  (Cries  of  ''(xoonl  Go 

onl") 

"  The  President  stated  that,  if  it  was  the 
unanimous  wish  of  the  Convention^  the  gen- 
tleman could  proceed. 

"  Mr.  Ciaulden. — Now,  fellow-Democrats, 
the  skve-trade  in  Virginia  forms  a  mighty 
and  -powerftil  reason  for  its  opposition  to 
the  African  slave- trade,  and  in  tliis  remark 
I  do  not  intend  any  disrespect  to  my  friends 
from  Virginia.  Virginia,  the  Mother  of 
States  and  of  stato-smen.  the  Mother  of  Prcsi-  * 
dents,  I  apprehend  may  err  as  well  as  other 
mortals.  I  am  afhiid  that  her  error  in  this 
regard  lies  in  the  promj)tin2s  of  the  Mhnicrhty 
dollar.   It  has  been  my  fortune  to  go  iixto 
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fliat  noUe  old  State  to  buy  a  few  darUei; 

nrul  I  have  !md  to  pay  from  $1,000  to 
$2,000  a  hctul.  when  J  could  go  to  Africa 
and  buy  -  better  negroes  for  f60  apiece. 
(Great  lancht<.>r.)  Now,  ini<ini.'Htionably,  5t 
in  to  the  iuterest  of  Virginia  to  break  down 
tbeAflteaa  slave-trude,  when  she  can  boII 
her  noffroes  at  ^'2.000.  S!ie  knows  that  the 
AlVii-an  slave  trade  would  break  up  her  mo- 
BOfioly,  and  honce  her  objection  to  it.  If 
any  of  you  Northern  Democrats — for  I  have 
more  faith  in  you  than  I  have  in  the  carpet- 
kni;;lit  Dt  inocracy  of  the  Sontli — will  go 
home  with  me  to  my  plantation  in  Georgia, 
but  a  little  way  from  here,  I  will  show  you 
SO!iu>  darkies  that  I  bought  in  Maryland, 
some  that  I  bought  in  Virginia,  some  in 
Delaware,  some  in  Florida,  some  in  North 
Carolina;  and  I  will  als<i  «!iow  you  the  pure 
African,  the  nuhlest  lioman  of  them  all. 
(Great  lauprbter.)  Now,  fellow-Democrats, 
my  f.fMo  he.iltli  and  failin;?  voice  admonish 
me  to  briuij  tlie  few  remarks  I  h.ive  to  make 
tOAdOflOi  (Cries  of  "Go  on,  -o  on.'*)  I 
am  only  w»rry  that  I  am  not  in  a  better  con- 
dition than  I  am  to  vindicate  before  yuu  to- 
d:iy  the  words  of  truth,  of  honeety,  and  of 
right,  and  to  show  yon  the  -gross  inconsis- 
tencies of  the  South  in  this  regard.  I  come 
from  the  First  Congressional  histrict  of  the 
State  of  Georgia.  1  represent  tlie  African 
slave-trade  interest  of  that  section.  (Ap- 
j>!an-;o  )  I  am  proud  of  the  position  I  oc- 
cnpy  in  that  respect.  I  believe  that  the 
African  s1ave>trader  la  a  tm«  missionary, 
aiid  a  tnic  Christian  (jipplatisc) ;  and  I  have 
pleaded  with  my  delegation  trom  Georgia  to 
pnt  this  issne  sqnarely  to  the  Northern 
nemncracy,  and  say  to  thorn.  Are  yon  pre- 
pared t  1  go  back  to  first  principles,  and  take 
off  your  nneonstitutional  restrictions,  and 
leave  this  questiim  to  be  settled  by  each 
Statel    Mow,  do  this,  follow-cilizeris,  and 

iron  wiU  have  peace  in  the  country.  Hut,  so 
ong  as  your  Federal  Legislature  takes  juris- 
dicTion  of  this  question,  so  long  will  there  be 
war,  so  long  will  there  be  ill-blood,  so  long 
wUl  there  be  strife,  until  this  glorious  Union 
of  onrs  shall  b«  dismpted  and  go  oat  in  blood 
and  night  forever.  1  udvocato  the  re|)eal  of 
the  laws  prohibiting  the  African  Slave-trade, 
because  I  believe  it  to  be  the  true  Union 
movement.  I  do  ndt  believe  that  sertioiis 
whose  interests  are  so  ditiereut  as  the  iSoutb- 
em  and  Northern  States  eao  eiver  stand  the 
■hock>  of  fanaticism,  unless  they  he  equally 
balanced.  I  believe  that,  by  reopening  this 
trade,  and  giving  ns  negroes  to  popolate  the 
Territories,  the  o<]tiilibrium  of  the  tWO  sec- 
tions \s  ill  bo  maintained." 

Tlie  Convention  now  ])roccecled  to 
ballot  for  President,  having  iirst 


adopted,  by  a  vote  of  141  to  112,  the 
rule  lequiring  two-thirdB  of  a  fnU 
Oonventioii  to  nomiiiate.  Candidates 

were  put  in  nominataon,  and,  on  the 
fii-st  ballot)  Stephen  A.  Douglas, 
of  111 inoiri,  received  145^  votes  ;  Rob- 
ert M.  T.  Tlnnter,  of  Viriiinia,  42 
votes;  James  (itithrie,  of  Kentiickv, 
35  votes  ;  Andrew  Johnson,  of  Ten- 
nessee, 12 ;  Daniel  S.  Dickinson,  of 
New  York,  7 ;  Joseph  Lane,  of  Ore- 
gon, $ ;  laaao  Toncey,  of  Ckmnectieot, 
2^;  Jeiferson  Davie,  of  Miseissippi^ 
Franklin  Pierce,  of  New  ITamp- 
slure,  1.  On  the  next  ballot,  Mr. 
Douglas  had  147  ;  and  he  continued 
to  gain  slowly  to  the  thirty-second, 
when  he  received  152^  votes.  Ho 
fejl  olf  on  the  thirty-sLxth  to  151^^, 
whidi  vote  he  continued  to  receive 
up  to  the  htty-seventh  ballot,  on 
which  Guthrie  received  65i,  Hun- 
ter 16,  Lane  14,  Dickinson  4,  and 
Jefferson  Davis  1,  The  Convention 
(May  3d),  on  nu)tion  of  Mr.  Knssell, 
of  Virginia,  by  a  vote  of  195  to  55, 
adjourned,  to  rciissenible  at  Balti- 
more ou  Monday,  the  18th  of  June  ; 
recommending  to  the  Democratip 
party  of  the  several  States  whose 
delegations  had  withdrawn,  to  fill 
their  places  prior  to  that  day. 

The  seciMling  delegates  assembled 
at  St.  Andrew's  IJall — Senator  Bay- 
ard,  <if  Delaware,  in  the  chair — and 
adopted  the  platform  reported  to 
the  Convention  by  Mr.  Avery,  as 
aforesaid ;  and,  after  four  days'  de- 
liberations, adjourned  to  meet  at 
^chmond,  Ya.,  on  the  second  Mon- 
day in  June.  The  Wood  delegates 
from  New  York  attended  this  meet- 
ing, but  were  not  admitted  as  mem- 
bers. 

Tlio  regular  Convention  reassem- 
bled at  the  Front-street  Theater  in 
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Baltimore,  punaant  to  acyonminent. 

Some  days  wero  spent  in  c/^nsidering 
tlie  credentials  i»t"  coiitcstin!;  dflf- 
gutes  from  certain  Southern  States. 
The  decisions  of  the  Convention 
were  such  as  to  increaae  the  strength 
of  Senator  Douglas.  When  it  was 
condndedy  Mr*  Russell,  of  Yiiginia, 
Mr.  Lander,  of  North  Carolina,  Mr. 
Ewinix,  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Johnson, 
of  Maryland,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Califor- 
nia, Mr.  Saul-l)nry,  of  Delaware,  Mr. 
Caldwell,  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr.  Clark 
of  Afissonri,  announced  the  Mith- 
drawul  of  the  whole,  or  of  a  i>art,  of 
the  delegations  from  their  res[>eetive 
States.  Gen.  Gnsliing  resigned  the 
chair  of  the  Convention,  which  was 
immediately  taken  by  Gov.  David 
Tod,  of  Ohio  (a  Vice-President  at 
Charleston),  amid  enthusiastic  cheers. 
Gen.  B.  F.  Butler,  of  "Nfnssachnsi'tts, 
announced  the  deterniination  of  a 
majority  of  the  dele;iates  from  his 
State  not  to  parti{;ipate  further  in  its 
deliberations.    He  said : 

"  We  have  not  diseased  tlio  question,  "Xfr. 
Premdent,  wlutlier  the  action  of  tlio  Con- 
Tention,  in  excluding  certain  delegates,  could 
l>e  any  reason  for  withdrawal.  We  now  put 
(Hir  w  ithdrawal  hi  tnrc  ymi,  upon  the  simple 
ground,  among  othors,  Uiat  there  lias  been 
a  irithdrawal  in  part  of  a  Tni\jorit7  of  the 
St.ifi  :iti<l  fiirtlur  (ulul  that,  perhaps,  mono 
ptirsoitai  to  myself),  upon  tiie  ground  that  I 
will  not  sit  in  a  Oonvention  whore  the  AfK- 
caii  -I.ivo-trade — \vhi<  h  i-i  |iirai',v  l>y  tlx- law-t 
of  my  oountry — is  approviugly  advocated. 
(Great  sensatioiL)" 

The  Convention  now  proceeded  to 
vote  fate  President;  and,  on  the  first 
ballot,  ^Ir.  Douglaa  had  1781 ;  Onth> 

rie  10,  Breckinridge  H,  and  there  were 
3 scattering.  On  the  next  liallot,  Mr, 
Douglas  had  I'^I  A,  Breckinridge 
Guiiirie  5^  ;  ^vllcI•^■u]^on,  on  m<)tion 
of  Mr.  Sanfofd  E.  Chun-li,  of  New 
York,  the  follo^viug  resolution  waa 
adopted : 


Rc^ohcd  rtnanimovjth/.  Tlint  f^t<  ]ihi  n  A. 
Dougla.H,  of  the  State  of  iUinuis,  having;  now 
received  two-thirds  of  all  the  votes  given  in 
this  Convention,  is  hereby  declared,  in  ac- 
cordance with  tlio  niK'9  governing  thisbody, 
and  in  accordance  with  the  uniform  customs 
and  rules  of  former  Democratic  National 
Conventions,  the  regular  nominee  of  the 
Dt'tiiorratic  party  of  the  Fnited  States,  for 
the  othce  of  President  of  the  I'liitvd  State.s." 

Hon.  Bknjamix  Fiizi'a  ikkk,  of 

Alabama,  was  now  nominated  for 

Vice-President,  receiving  198^  votes 

to  1  scattering.   [He  declined,  two 

days  thereafter,  and  the  National 

Gonunittee  snbstitnted  Hon.  Hsb- 

BCHEL  Y.  JoHN(*ON,  of  Georgia.] 

G<.v.  "Wicklitfe,  of  Louisiiana,  now 

(»ffere(l  the:  following  resolve,  as  an 

addition  to  tlie  platform  adopted  at 

Charleston: 

'■^Raolted^  That  it  is  In  accordance  with 
the  true  intorpretution  of  the  Cincinnati 
Platform,  Uiat,  duriug  the  existence  of  the 
Territorial  Goverrnnents,  the  measure  of  re* 
Htriction,  w  hati  ver  it  may  be.  ini|>osed  by  the 
Federal  Constitution  on  the  power  of  the 
Toiritbrial  Legislatures  over  the  snhjeet  of 

the  (lotiiestic  n  latioiis,  aS  tlwaanie  lias  Iiet  ii, 

or  shall  iiereafter  be,  finally  determined  by 
the  Supreme  Court  the  United  States, 
should  be  respected  by  all  good  citizens,  and 
enforced  witli  promptness  and  fidelity  by 
every  bnioeh  of  the  Geoeral  GOTemmeiit." 

Mr.  Payne,  of  Ohio,  moved  the 

previous  question,  and  this  was  also 
adopted,  with  but  two  dissenting 

votes. 

The  Soceders'  Convention,  which 
met,  first  at  liiehmond  *»n  the  11th 
of  June,  adjourned  thenee  to  Balti- 
more, and  linully  met  at  the  Mary- 
land Institute  on  the  28th  of  Jnne. 
Twenty-one  States  were  fully  or  par- 
tially represented.  Hon.  Oaleb  Cash- 
ing was  chosen  its  President.  Mr. 
Avery,  of  2s  orth  CuroUna,  suhmitted 
his  Charleston  platform,  whieh  was 
tinaniinously  adopted.  Tt  was  re- 
solved that  the  next  I  )»'mo(  ratie  Na- 
tional Convention  should  be  held  at 
Fhiladelplua. 
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The  Ocmyentioii  now  proceeded  to 
l>aUot  for  a  candidate  for  Freeident, 
when  Jomr  O.  BBBomnaDOB,  of  Ken- 
tucky, received  tlie  nnanimons  vote 
— 105-— of  the  delegates  present;  and 
(Ten.  JosirpH  Lani?,  of  Oregon,  was 
nominated  for  A^ce-Prcsident  hy  a 
similar  vote.  And  then,  after  a 
Bpeecli  from  Mr.  Yancey,  the  Con- 
vention Hually  adjourned. 


ihe  TTnfted  States  to  maintain  a  more  per- 
fect nnion,  estaMi-^li  jn«tice.  insure  domestic 
tranquillity,  provide  tor  tliu  coiiinion  defense, 
promote  tiie  general  welfare,  and  secure  tbtt 
b1os«in?9  of  liberty  to  onnelves  and  our 
po*tority." 


The  "  Constitutional  Union"  (late 
''American' )  party  held  a  Conven- 
tion at  Baltimore  on  the  19th  of 
May;  and,  on  the  second  ballot,  nom- 
inated John  Bell,  of  Tennessee,  for 
President ;  he  receiving  138  votes  to 
114  for  all  others.  Sam  TTouston, 
of  Texas,  Iiad  57  votes  on  the  first, 
and  ♦'»!)  (Ill  tlie  Beoond  ballot.  Er>- 
av.\rdEvkkkit,  of  Massachusetts,  was 
tlien  unanimously  nominated  for 
Yioe-FlreBident  The  Gtrnvention, 
without  a  dissenting  voice,  united  on 
the  following 

PtATPOSK: 

"  Wfierrtv,  Expericnoo  lias  demonstrated 
that  Platfonnii  adopted  bjr  tlie  partisan  Coa- 
rentions  of  the  oonntrj  have  nad  the  eflRsct 
to  mislead  and  <leeeivo  the  people,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  widen  the  politiaU  divisions 
of  the  oonntry,  by  the  oreatiQii  and  enconr- 
n<7eTnent  of  geographioal  and  Motional  par- 
ties; therefore, 

''JtMolved,  That  it  is  both  the  part  of  pa- 
triotism and  of  duty  to  rerognise  no  politi- 
cal principle  other  than  tuk  GoNdTiruTiox 
or  THS  CSoinmr,  rgm  Umov  ow  m  States, 
AITD  THE  ExFORfTK^rexT  OF  THK  Laws,  and 
thai,  an  reprusentutivcs  of  the  Constitutiuuul 
Union  men  of  the  country  in  National  Con- 
TontioQ  assembled,  wo  hereby  pledge  onr- 
•elTes  to  maintain,  protect,  and  aefend,  sep- 
arately and  urtitedly,  these  preat  principles 
of  pnblio  liberty  and  national  safety,  against 
all  enemies,  at  home  and  abroad;  believing 
that  thereby  jx  ace  may  oneo  more  he  re- 
stored to  the  country,  tiie  rights  of  the  Peo- 
ple and  of  "tiie  States  reestablished,  and  the 
(foveniment  atraiti  jdared  in  tliat  condition 
of  jastioe,  fraternity,  and  equality,  which, 
under  the  example  and  Constitotion  of  oar 
firth«r%  has  aoleainly  boond  eywy  dtkan  of 


The  "Kepublican'^  National  Con- 
vention met  at  Oiicago,  111.,  on  Wed- 
nesday, May  16th.  All  the  Free 
States  were  strongly  represented, 

with  Delaware,  ^farvlaud,  Virginia, 
Kentucky,  Missouri,  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  the  Territories  of 
Kansas  and  Nebraska.  Tlierc  was  a 
delegation  present  clainiitig  to  roj)re- 
sent  Texas,  but  it  was  afterward 
found  to  be  frauduleat-  David  Wil- 
mot,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  chosen 
temporary  Chairman,  and  George 
Ashmtm,  of  Massachnsetts,  Presi- 
dent. A  Platform  Connnittee  of  one 
from  each  State  and  Tcrriton'  was 
appointed  on  the  first  day,  from  wliit  h 
Committee  a  report  was  submitted  on 
the  cveningof  tlio  second,  when  it  was 
iuimcdiately  and  unanimously  adopt- 
ed. That  report  or  Platform  is  as 
follows : 

"i?(Mo2eed^  Tliat  we,  the  delegated  r^re- 

sentativea  of  the  Republican  electur^  of 
tlie  United  States,  in  Conventiou  li^scMn tiled, 
in  discharge  of  the  duty  we  owe  to  our 
ronstituent^  and  our  ooontry,  unite  in  the 
follow  in  It  declarations: 

"  1 .  That  the  history  of  the  nation,  during 
the  last  four  years,  luts  fully  estahlished  the 
propriety  and  necessity  of  the  organi/.ation 
and  perpetuation  of  the  Republican  party; 
and  that  the  causes  which  called  it  into  ex- 
istence are  permanent  in  their  nature,  and 
now,  more  than  ever  before,  demand  its 
peaceAil  and  constitutional  triumph. 

"  2,  That  tho  maintenance  of  the  principle 
promulL'ated  in  (lie  I'eolaration  of  Independ- 
ence and  embodied  in  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution, *That  an  men  are  created  equal; 
that  they  are  endo\ve<l  by  their  Creator  with 
certain  inalienable  rights;  that  among  these 
are  life,  liberty,  and  tlie  pnnniit  of  happiness ; 
that,  to  secure  tlicmj  rights,  governments  are 
instituted  among  men,  deriving  their  just 
powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed,' 
is  oiwaitisl  to  the  .pressrralkni  m  oar  Be- 
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puUlicon  institntions  ;  and  that  tlie  Federal 
Oonstitutiun,  the  Righto  of  States,  and 
the  Union  of  tlie  Su^fis,  mosk  and  sbaU  be 
preserved. 

3.  That  to  the  Union  of  the  States  tUe 
niition  owes  its  nnprere<lented  increase  in 
po|niliitioii,  its  surprising  development  of 
material  resources,  ite  rapid  angmontation  of 
wealth,  its  happine^  bt  iiome  and  ite  honor 
abroad;  and  we  hold  in  abhorrence  all 
acheincs  for  Disunion,  coiue  iVnin  whutever 
aoarce  they  may :  And  we  congratubte  the 
oonntry  that  no  Republican  member  of  Con- 
gress \\iis  \\\'v'.\t\  or  ((lUiiteiianct'il  the 
threota  of  Disuuii^  so  often  made  bj  Dein- 
oeratie  members,  withoilt  rebake  and  with 
nppliinse  from  their  ](olitical  associates  ;  and 
we  denounce  those  threats  of  Disunion,  in 
oai>eof  n  {Hjpular  overthrow  of  their  aacend- 
cncv.  as  denying  the  vital  jirin(  i|ile:^  of  ii  free 
govurnuient,  and  as  an  avowal  of  contem- 
plated treason,  which  it  is  t^e  imperative 
duty  nf  f\n  inditj^nt  People  etemly  to  re- 
buke ainl  tt)rever  silence. 

"  t.  Tii.it  1 1 K' maintenance  inviolate  of  the 
rights  of  the  8tatea,  and  especially  the  right 
of  each  State  to  order  and  control  its  own 
domestic  inistitutions  according  to  its  own 
judgment  exclusively,  is  essential  to  that  bal- 
ance of  powers  on  which  the  perftotion  and 
endurance  of  our  political  t'ahric  cKi'cnd; 
and  we  denounce  the  lawless  invasion  bv 
armed  foree  of  the  soli  of  any  Btate  or  Tern- 
torjf  no  matter  under  what  pretext}  as 
among  the  gravest  of  crimes. 

"  5.  That  the  present  Demooratio  Adminis- 
tration has  far  exceeded  our  worst  apprelien- 
sions,  in  its  measureless  subserviency  to  the 
exactions  of  a  sectional  interest,  as  especially 
evittceii  in  its  despi  rnte  exert inim  to  force 
tlio  infamous  Lecoinpton  Constitution  upon 
the  protesting  people  of  Kansjis;  in  constru- 
ing the  personal  relation  lictween  master 
and  servant  to  involve  an  nnqual'itied  prof»- 
erty  in  persons;  in  its  attempted  etilorce- 
ment,  everywhere,  on  land  and  sea,  through 
the  Intervention  of  Cbngrera  and  of  the  Fm- 
eral  Courts,  of  tlie  extreme  {tretensions  of  a 
purely  local  iutorest ;  aod  iu  its  general  and 
unvarying  abuse  of  the  power  intrusted  to  it 
by  a  coiifidiMi'.  ;n'ii|'V'. 

*'6.  That  the  people  justly  view  with  alarm 
the  reckless  extravagance  which  pervades 
every  de|)artment  of  the  Federal  CJovern- 
ment;  that  a  return  to  rigid  economy  and 
aoooantability  is  indispensable  to  arrest  the 
systematic  pliiiidu-  nf  the  public  treasury  I.y 
favored  parti-aiH;  w  hilo  llie  rcceut  startling 
devolopmeiits  <>r~'f rands  and  corrupti«»n8  at 
the  Federal  iiietropf<!i-..  slmw  that  an  entire 
c!iaii.;.'c  of  adminialiiitii>n  is  imperatively  de- 
manded. 

"7.  That  tlie  new  dogma  that  the  Consti- 
tution, of  its  own  force,  carries  Slavery  iuU> 


any  or  uH  of  the  Tcrrit<irios  of  the  United 
States,  i.s  a  dangerous  political  heresy,  at 
variance  with  the  explicit  |>rovisions  of  that 
instrument  itself,  with  contemporaneous  ex- 
position, and  with  legislative  and  jndieial 
precedent ;  is  re\'olutionary  in  its  tendency, 
and  subversive  of  the  |)eace  and  harmony  t)f 
the  country.  * 

"  8.  That  the  nomial  condition  of  all  the 
territory  of  the  United  States  is  that  of  Free- 
dom: That,  as  <>urRe|Wlblican  fathers,  when 
they  bad  abolished  Slavery  iu  all  our  nation- 
al territory,  ordained  that  *no  person  diould 
he  dejirivcd  of  life.  lil>erty,  or  property,  with- 
i  out  due  procetis  of  law,^  it  becomes  onr  du- 
I  ty,  by  legislation,  whenever  such  leffMation 
'  is  necessary,  to  maintain  this  provision  of 
.  the  Constitution   iigaiast  all   attempts  to 
[violate  it;  and  we  deny  the  authonty  of 
Congress,  of  a  territoritd  legislature,  or  of 
any  individuuhs,  to  give  legal  existence  to 
Slavery  in  any  Territory  of  the  Uiuted 
States. 

**  9.  That  wo  brand  the  recent  reopening  of 
the  African  slave-trade,  under  the  eover  of 
our  national  flag,  aided  by  perversions  of 
judicial  power,  as  a  crime  against  humanity 
and  a  burning  shamo  to  onr  country  and 
age;  and  we  call  upon  Congress  to  take 
proni|>t  and  efficient  measures  (br  the  total 
and  final  suppression  of  that  execrable  trallic. 

10.  That  in  Uie  rec«ut  vetotia,  by  their 
Federal  Governors,  of  the  aets  Of  the  Legis- 
laturos  of  Kansas  and  Xchraska,  jimhihiting 
Slavery  in  those  Territories,  we  hud  u  prac- 
tical illustration  of  the  boasted  Democratio 
principle  of  Non-intervention  and  Popular 
Sovereignty  embodied  in  the  Kansas-Ne- 
braska bill,  and  a  denion-^traiion  of  tiie  de- 
ception and  fraud  involved  therein. 

"11.  That  Kansas  should,  of  ri^iht,  bo  im- 
mediately admitted  as  a  State,  under  the 
Constitution  recently  formed  and  adopted 
by  the  House  of  liepresentativea. 

"  12.  'riiat.  while  providing  revenue  for  the 
support  of  the  General  Government  by  do* 
ties  upon  imports,  sound  fwlicy  requires 
such  an  adjustment  of  tiii  -'c  imposts  as  to 
enconrage  the  developnu:nt  of  the  industrial 
interests  of  the  whole  country :  and  we  oora- 
meiid  that  jiolicy  of  natiotial  exchanges 
which  secures  to  the  working  luen  liberal 
wages,  to  agricultnre  remunerating  prices, 
to me<'Iianics an<l  iiiariufa<'tuivrs an  ndcijuate 
reward  for  their  skill,  labor,  and  enterprise, 
and  to  the  nation  eommweial  prosperity 
and  independence. 

].■{.  That  we  protest  against  any  sale  or 
I  alienation  to  others  of  the  i'ublic  Laikb 
held  by  actual  ficttlcrs,  and  against  any 
view  of  the  liomeslead  policy  which  regards 
the  settlers  as  paupers  or  suppliants  for  pub- 
lic bounty  ;  and  we  «!emand  the  pa.<tsage  by 
Congress  of  the  complete  and  satistactory 
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Homestead  measure  wbioli  has  already  pass- 
ed the  Houe. 

••  14.  That  the  Kepublican  Party  is  opposed 
to  auj  change  in  our  Naturalizatioa  Laws, 
or  any  State  le^slation  bj  ▼hieh  the  rights 
of  citizenshii)  hlthorto  accorded  to  iiniiH- 
grauLs  from  Ibruigu  lauds  shall  be  abridged 
or  impaired;  and  in  ^^iror  of  giTing  a  rail 
and  efficient  protection  to  the  rights  of  all 
classes  of  citizens,  whether  native  or  natu- 
ral i/cd.  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

15.  Tlifit  appropriations  by  Con^rrcss  for 
Itiver  and  llurbor  iinproveiiients  of  a  Na- 
tional character,  required  for  the  «eoomiiio- 
dation  and  security  of  an  existinfr  commerce, 
are  authorized  by  the  Constitution,  and  Juh- 
tified  by  the  obligations  of  Government  to 
protect  the  lives  and  property  of  its  citizens. 

"  16.  That  a  Railroad  to  the  PaoMo  Ocean 
is  imperatively  demaude<l  by  the  interests  of 
the  whole  country;  that  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment ought  to  render  immediate  and 
efHeient  aid  in  its  construction ;  and  that, 
as  breliniinary  thereto^  a  daily  Uvurlaud 
Hail  should  he  promptly  establidied. 

"17.  Finally,  haniij,'  thus  set  forth  our  dis- 
tinctive principles  and  views,  we  invite  the 
cooperation  of  all  citizens,  however  ditfering 
on  other  questions,  who  subst.mti.dly  agree 
witli  us  in  their  ullirniauoe  and  .support." 

The  Convention,  having  already 
decided,  hy  a  vcte  of  331  to  130,  that 
a  majority  vote  only  of  the  delegates 
■hcmld  be  required  to  nominate,  pro- 
ceeded, on  the  morning  of  the  third 
daj  of  its  seflrion,  to  bdlot  for  a  can- 
didate  for  President  of  the  United 
States^  with  the  following  lesnlt : 

Utaatki,  H.  8d. 

Wnilun  H.  Seward,  of  Now  York  17SI....1BH  ISO 

A  bfubun  linooln.  of  Illinois  103   ...W   231^ 

Simon  Gonwroo, of  PeoMjlranU.  50|  Withdrawn 

filmon  P  Chitft.nfOhlo   49  4'H   24^ 

t<lw;ir.|  Ikiteii,  of  MiMonrI  4S  85   Tl 

Wlilliim  r..  I>ay1<in.  of  .NewJernPV  14          10  Withilr'n 

Juhn  Mrl.,.nn,  of  Ohio  '.  ^2  . . .      ^    5 

Jatxtb  Cullaxaer,  of  Vurmonl          10  WllLdntwn 

■   ......  4   » 


AmAWAif  Lorcour  having,  on  the 
third  ballot,  within  two  and  a  half 
TOtee  of  the  nnmher  nece-ssarv'  to 
nominate  him,  Mr.  David  K.  Cartter, 
of  Oliio,  ])efore  the  result  was  an- 
nounced, ro^ic  to  change  four  votes 
from  Chase  to  Lincoln,  giving  the 
latter  a  clear  majority.  Mr.  Mc- 
Grillifl^  of  Maine^  followed,  changing 

ten  TOtes  from  Sewaid  to  linooln ; 
81 


Mr.  Andrew,  of  Massachusetts,  also 
changed  a  ]>art  of  the  vote  of  that 
State  from  Seward  to  Lincoln;  and 
Mr.  B.  Gratz  Brown,  of  Mi.^souri, 
changed  the  eighteen  votes  of  that 
State  from  Bates  to  lincohL  O&en 
followed,  nntQ  Mr.  Unooln  had  8M 
ont  of  466  Totee,  and  was  declared 
duly  nominated.  On  motion  of 
Mr.  Wm.  M.  Evarts,  of  New  York, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Jolin  A.  Andrew, 
of  Ma.>isa<husetts,  the  nomination 
was  made  unHniinoiis. 

In  the  evening,  the  Convention 
proceeded  to  ballot  for  Vice-Presi- 
dent, when  Hamiobal  Hamuh,  of 
Maine,  received,  on  the  first  ballot^ 
194  votes;  Gassing  M.  da/,  of  Ken- 
tucky, 101^;  and  there  were  IGS^- 
cai^t  for  other  candidates.  On  the 
second  hallot,  Mr,  Hamlin  received 
307  voter;  to  99  for  all  others,  and 
was  declared  duly  nominated.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  George  D.  Blakcy,  of 
KentDcky,  the  nomination  was  miade 
nnanimons. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Joshna  B.  Oid- 
dings,  of  Ohio^  it  was 

"^«wlMii,  That  we  deeply  !>.vnip«tbhwwHli 

those  men  who  hnvo  het-n  driven,  some  from 
their  native  Stutcs  and  others  from  the 
States  of  their  adofitkliif  sad  are  now  ezQed 
from  their  homes  on  accoant  of  their  opin- 
ions; and  we  hold  the  Democratic  party  re- 
sponsible for  the  groes  yiolatioiiR  of  that 
oiaose  of  the  Oonstifeatioii  which  daolarai 
that  citizens  of  each  State  iImII  bs  catlfied 
to  all  the  privileges  and  immanitiflB  of  ci^ 
sens  of  the  aeveral  States." 

And  then,  after  a  brief  ppeech  by 
the  President,  the  Convention  ad- 
journ od,  Nvith  nine  hearty  oheen  for 
the  ticket. 


The  canva.s8  for  1^  Presidency, 
thus  opened,  was  distinguished  from 
all  that  had  preceded  it,  not  mm  by 
the  number  of  fbrmidaUe  oontesfe- 
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ants,  than  by  the  sharjniCBS  willi 
which  tlie  isiues  were  defined  by 
three  of  the  oomtending  parties.  It 
was,  in  effect,  proclaimed  by  tliree  of 
the  leading  Southern  delegates  in  the 
Charleston  Convention :  "  The  last 
Presidential  election  was  won  by  am- 
biguity, double-deal injr,  deception — 
l)y  dcvi.-ing  a  platform  tliat  meant 
one  tiling  at  the  Xorth,  and  atidther 
at  the  South.  13ut,  M  e  are  resolved 
to  have  no  more  of  this.  We  bIiuII 
now  succeed  on  a  dear  exhibition  of 
our  principles,  or  not  at  alL"  And 
the  champions  of  Popular  Soveivign- 
ty,  -who  controlled  most  of  the  dele- 
gations from  Free  States,  were  nearly 
as  frank,"  and  quite  a^  firm.  Said  a 
leading  supporter  <>t"  Senator  Dnug- 
las— Mr.  George  E.  Pugh,  of  Ohio'" 
— in  the  (Miarlcston  Coiiveiitiun  : 

"Thank  CkkI  thiit  a  bold  and  honef^t 
man  [Mr.  Yancey]  has  at  last  spoken,  un<l 
t<jl<i  the  wholo  truth  with  regard  to  the  do- 
manda  of  the  South.  It  is  now  plainly  bo- 
fore  the  Convention  and  the  country  that 
the  Soutti  doe$  demand  an  advanced  step 
flom  tiie  Democratic  party."  [Mr.  "Pn^h 
hero  read  tht-  t.'^mIvc^  of  the  Alabama  Du- 
mooratio  i>tate  (invention  of  1856,  to  prove 
that  the  8<mth  was  iktn  satisfied  with  what 
it  now  rejects.  ITo  proceeded  to  sltow  that 
the  Northern  Deinocrata  had  Haoriticed 
themselves  in  battling  for  the  rights  of  the 
South,  and  instanced  one  and  anotlier  of  the 
delegates  there  present,  who  had  been  de- 
Aatod  and  thrown  out  of  public  life  thereby, 
lie  concluded  :]  And  now,  tlie  very  weak- 
ness thus  produced  is  urged  aa  a  rea>«on  why 
the  North  should  have  no  Weight  in  t'orming 
the  platform !  The  Democracy  of  the  North 
are  willing  to  stand  by  the  old  landmarks — 
to  reatTinn  tlie  old  faith.  They  will  deeply 
regret  to  part  with  their  Southern  brethren. 
Bat,  if  the  gentlemen  from  the  South  can 
only  aMdo  with  ns  on  the  terms  they  now 
propound,  ih^y  mutt  go.  The  North- West 
mnsl  and  wUl  be  heard  and  Mt,  The 
Nortlicrn  Democrats  are  not  children,  to  he 
told  to  stand  here — to  stand  there— to  be 
moved  at  tiie  #bk  and  bidding  of  the 
fioutik  fiefianae  we  are  in  a  minority  on 


account  of  our  tideiity  to  our  constitutional 
obligations,  we  are  told,  in  effisct,  that  WO 
must  put  our  hands  on  our  mouths,  and 
ourmoutluinthoduat.  Gentlemen," said Ifr. 
Pogh,  '^joa  mistake  hb-hm  vUlwtdaU,^ 

The  Southern  leaders  gave  repeated 

and  earnest  warnings  t  *  this  effect: 
''Gentlemen  from  the  North!  look 
wt'll  to  your  doings!  If  vou  insist 
on  your  '  Scjuatter  Sovereignty'  plat- 
lorn  i,  in  full  view  of  its  condemna- 
tion by  the  Snpreme  Court  in  the 
Di*ed  Scott  case,  you  break  up  the 
Demoiaratic  parly — ^nay,  more:  you 
break  up  the  Union  t  The  unity  of 
the  Democratic  party  ia  the  last  bond 
that  holds  the  Union  together:  that 
snap])('d,  there  is  no  other  that  can 
be  trusted  for  a  year.''  Discarding 
that  of  the  ''Constitutional  Union"" 
party  jus  meaning  anything  in  gen- 
eral and  notliing  in  particular,  the 
Lincoln,  Douglas,  and  Breckinridge 
parties  had  deliberately  planted  tliem- 
selveBy  respectively,  on  the  following 
podtions: 

1.  Lincoln, — Slavery  can  only  exist  by 
virtue  of  inuniripnl  law  ;  and  there  is  no  law 
for  it  in  the  Territories,  and  no  power  to  en- 
act one.  CoDgreH  can  eetabliah  or  legalize 
Slavoy  nowhere,  but  ia  hound  to  prohibit  it 
in  or  oxcludo  it  from  any  and  every  Federal 
Territory,  whenever  and  wherever  Uiereahall 
be  neoeadtjr  for  snoh  ezelaslon  or  prohibltloii. 

8.  DougUu. — Slavery  or  No  Slavery  in 
any  Territory  is  entirely  the  alTair  of  the 
white  inhabitants  of  suoh  Territory.  If  they 
chooae  to  have  it,  it  is  their  right ;  if  they 
choose  not  to  liave  it,  they  have  a  right  to 
exclude  or  prohibit  it.  Xeitlicr  Con!rre88 
nor  the  people  of  the  Union,  or  of  any  part 
of  it,  outride  of  aald  Territory,  have  any 
rij<:bt  to  meddle  with  or  trouble  themaelvea 
about  the  matter. 

8.  Breekinri<hj<\ — The  citizen  of  any  State 
has  a  right  to  migrate  to  any  Territory,  tak- 
ing with  him  anything  whidi  is  inopeirlyl^ 
the  law  of  his  own  State,  and  liold,  enjn;.-, 


"Beoant^,  TJ,  &  Beoator  ftom  that  State; 
OMLObaaain  1858-4;  auooeadad  faj 


him  in  tam  iiil85a-60|  rinca,  > caadidati  fer 
lieoi  Govenmr,  nnder  YaUandit^iin^  ia  1868. 
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•nd  be  protected  in,  the  use  of  soohpropflrtj 
in  said  Tenitoiy.  And  Oongreai  to  txiimd 

to  render  snrli  protection  wherever  neoe»- 
Bary,  whether  wiiii  or  without  the  ooopera- 
tion  of  the  Territorial  LegidatiEre. 

"We  have  Been  how  thoroughly  thia 
laf-t  doctrine  is  refuted  bv  Coh  Ben- 
ton  in  hia  strictures  on  tlie  Dred 
Scott  decision.  If  it  were  sound, 
my  bladdeg  might,  witih  impunity, 
defy  the  laws  of  any  Territoiy  for- 
Inddiog  the  tale  of  lottery  tieketB  or 
other  implements  of  gamhling.  Or 
tlie  Indian  trader  might  say  to  the 
Ignited  States  Agent ;  "  Sir,  I  know 
you  liave  a  law  authorizing  and  di- 
recting you  to  destroy  every  droj>  of 
liquor  you  find  oflered  or  kept  for 
Bale  on  an  Indian  reservation;  but 
my  liquor  is  j>r(>jk'rtyj  aceordiDg  to 
tlie  lawB  of  my  Stale,  and  yon  cannot 
touch  it.  I  have  a  Oonatitutional 
rif/ht  to  take  my  property  into  any 
Territory,  and  there  do  with  it  as 
I  please — so,  Hands  off!"  He  who 
does  not  know  that  this  is  not  law, 
nor  compatible  with  the  most  vital 
fonctiom)  of  government,  can  hardly 
hm  oonddered  the  matter  patiently 
oar  ihonc^tfblly. 

The  DonglaB  platform  was  practi- 
cally eviscerated  by  the  ready  aceept- 
anoe  at  Baltimore  of  Gov.  Wickliffe's 
reeolye  making  the  dicta  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  absolute  and  unques- 
tionable with  regard  to  Slavery  in 
the  Territories.  The  Dred  Scott  de- 
cision was  aimed  directly  at  ^  Squat- 
ter Sovereignty the  caae^  after  be- 
ing once  dispoeed  of  en  an  entirely 
different  poont,  waa  rcBtoved  to  life 
expteoBty  to  cover  this  ground.  Am- 
biguous as  was  the  (^iiicinnati  plat- 
form, the  upholder  of '  Popular  Sove- 
reignty' in  tlie  Territories,  who,  at 
the  Bame  time^  regards  the  Dred 
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Scott  deoiBion  as  binding  law,  and  its 
anthers  as  entitled  to  nrnke  foortiber 
and  kindred  decrees  controlling  his 

vote  and  action  with  regard  to  the 

extension  of  Slavery,  maintains  ]^osi- 
tions  so  inconsistent  and  contradic- 
tory as  to  divest  him  of  all  moral 
] lower  in  the  premises — all  freedom 
of  elt'uctive  action. 


The  canvaas  was  opened  with  great 
spirit  and  vigor  by  Mr.  Donglas  in 
person ;  he  speaking  in  nearly  every 
Free,  and  in  many  if  not  most  of  tlie 

Slave  States,  in  the  course  of  the 
Summer  and  Autumn.  A  ready  and 
able  dcl)atcr.  he  necessarily  attracted 
large  crowds  to  liis  meetings,  and  in- 
fused something  of  his  own  fiery  im- 
petnoflity  and  tiieleBS  eneigy  into  the 
breasts  of  his  sapporters. 

But  the  odds  were  soon  seen  to  be 
too  great ;  since  the  partisans  of 
Brcclviiiridge,  not  content  with  their 
manifest  preponderance  in  all  the 
Slave  States,  insisted  on  organizing 
in  and  dividing  the  Democratic 
strength  of  the  Free  States  as  well. 
Kay,  more :  in  several  of  those  States 
—Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  Con- 
necticnt,  Oalifinmia,  and  Or^^ — 
the  leaders  of  theDemocracy  in  previ- 
ous contests  were  mainly  found  ranged 
on  the  side  of  T?rcckinridge ;  while, 
in  nearly  or  (juite  ever}'  Free  State, 
enough  adherents  of  the  Soiitliem 
platfonu  were  found  to  organize  a 
party  and  nominate  a  Breckinridge 
ticket,  rendering  the  choice  of  ii» 
Donglas  Electora  in  most  iVee  States 
hardly  possible. 

The  Democrats,  as  we  have  seen, 
had  divided  on  a  question  of  princi- 
ple— one  deemed,  on  cither  side,  of 
overwhelming  consequence.  Pathetic 
entreaties  and  fervid  appeals  had  been 
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laykhed  at  Cliarleston  on  futila  at- 
tempt-^ to  hrlr^g  thorn  to  an  agree- 
ment, thut  the  party  first  and  tho 
Union  next  might  be  suved  from  im- 
minent dissolution.  Personal  aspi- 
rations, doubtlesB,  liad  their  weight ; 
bat  the  Soaih  could  hAye  taken  any 
candidate — perliapB  eren  Douglas 
himself— if  he  were  standing  sqnaie- 
ly,  openly,  on  the  Avery  or  Breckin- 
ridge ])latfoi"m;  and  ro,  probably, 
conld  tlie  Xortliern  delegate^  have 
consented  to  !?uj)port  Breckinridge  or 
IIuwi'll  C\)bb  on  tlie  PavTie-Sanniels 
or  Douglas  platlbrm,  A'ever  was  an 
issue  more  broadly  made  or  clearly 
•  defined  as  one  of  conflicting,  incom- 
patible assumptions.  And  nowhere 
in  the  Slave  States  did  the  Breckin- 
ridge mexi  consent  to  any  compro- 
mise, partnership,  coalition,  or  ar- 
rangement, Avith  tho  partisans  of 
Dougla-s,  thtuigli  aware  that  their 
antagoniftm  wouM  probably  give  sev- 
eral important  States  to  the  Bell- 
Everett  ticket.  Bat  the  Bouglasites 
of  the  Free  States,  on  their  port, 
evinced  &  general  readiness  to  waive 
their  prestige  of  regularity,  and  Rup- 
port  Electoral  tickets  made  up  from 
the  ranks  of  each  anti-Kepnblican 
party.  Thus,  in  Xew  York,  the  ' 
"Fusion"  anti-Lincoln  ticket  was 
made  up  of  ten  supporters  of  Bell 
and  Everett,  seveti  of  Breckinridge 
and  Lane,  and  the  residae  Mends 
of  Douglas.  No  doubt,  there  was  an 
understanding  among  the  managers 
that,  if  all  these  conld  elect  Mr. 
Douglas,  their  votes  should  be  cast 
polid  for  him ;  but  tho  contingency 
thus  cdiitemidated  was  at  bc-t  a  re- 
mote  one,  wliile  the  fact  that  those 
who  had  tho  prestige  of  Democratic 
regularity  consented  to  bargain  and 
eombine  with  bdtem  and  "Know- 


Nothings,"  tended  to  confuse  and  be- 
wilder those  who  "  always  vote  the 
regular  ticket,"  and  were  accustomed 
to  regard  a  Democratic  bolter  with 
more  repugiium-e  tlian  a  life-l"ng 
adversary.  Tlio  portents,  from  tho 
outset,  were  decidedly  un&vorahle 
to  Ht.  Douglas's  election. 

And,  firom  the  shape  thus  given  to 
the  canvass,  his  chances  could  not 
fail  to  sufier.  The  basis  of  each  anti- 
Lincoln  coiilition  could,  of  course,  be 
notliing  else  than  hostility  to  tlie  Ke- 
])ubHcaTi  idea  of  excluding  Slavery 
from  the  territories.  !N"uw,  the  posi- 
tion directly  and  thoroughly  antago- 
nistic to  ibis  was  that  of  tiie  Breddn- 
ridge  party,  which  denied  the  right 
to  exclude,  and  proclaimed  the  righi 
of  each  slaveholder  to  carry  Slavery 
into  any  territory.  The  position  of 
Mr.  Douglas  was  a  mean  between 
tlieso  extremes;  and,  in  an  earnest, 
arduous  st niggle,  the  prevailing  ten- 
dency steadily  is  away  from  the 
mean,  and  toward  a  positive  and 
decided  podtion  on  one  side  or  the 
oUier.  The  great  mercantile  in- 
fluence in  the  seaboard  citi^  had  one 
controlling  aim  in  its  political  efforts 
— to  conciliate  and  satisfy  tho  South, 
so  as  to  keep  her  loyal  to  the  Unii>n. 
But  Douglasism,  or  "  Squatter  Sover- 
eignty," r/iV/ ^j*^'?!  satisfS' the  South — 
in  fact,  since  the  luiiure  to  establish 
Slavery  in  Kansas,  was  regarded 
with  special  loathing  by  many  South- 
rons,  as  an  indirect  and  meanef"  sort 
of  Wilmot  Pro^^so.  ^Vherever  a 
coalition  was  effected,  the  canvass 
was  thenceforth  prosecuted  on  a  basis 
■wlnV-h  was  a  mumbling  comjiromiso 
between  the  Bell  and  the  Breckin- 
ridge jilatforms,  but  which  was  usual- 
ly reticent  witli  regard  to  "  Popular 
Sovereignty." 
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Bat  theflalientfeatnieofthe  can- 
was  the  hearty  accord  of  the 
oofilesced  parties  I^orth  of  the  Poto- 
mac, in  attributing  to  the  Kepublican 
platform  and  to  Mr.  Lincoln  appre- 
hended con>equon{'ej5  tliat  were,  by 
the  South,  uttributed  to  Doutrlaii  and 
"  Sc^uattcr  Sovereignty."  The  De- 
mooriftic  Kational  CioiiTention  and 
party  had  been  broken  up,  not  be- 
csnse  of  any  sasfdcion  of  Bepnblican- 
iam  affecting  either  faction,  but  be- 
caiiso  the  South  would  not  abide  the 
doctrine  of  Douglas,  ^  ith  regard 
to  Slavery  in  the  Territories,  Yet 
here  Avere  iiis  suj)porters  a]>}icaling  to 
the  people  from  every  stump  to  vote 
the  coalition  ticket,  in  order  to  concil- 
iate the  South,  and  save  the  country 
from  the  pangs  of  dissolationt  It 
was  not  easy  to  realize  that  the  Pnghs, 
Paynea,  Kichardsons,  Churches,  etc., 
who  had  bo  determinedly  bearded 
the  South  at  Charleston  and  at  Balti- 
more, delyiiiiT  tlireat^?  of  disruption 
and  disunion,  were  the  verv  men  who 
now  exhoi*ted  the  People  to  vote  the 
oofiHtion  Electoral  tickets,  in  order 
to  <lis|>el  the  Tery  dangers  whidi  they 
had  persistently  inToked,  by  Bapport> 
Ing  the  Payne-Samnels  platform,  and 
nominating  Douglas  for  President. 

It  is  more  difficult  to  treat  calmly 
the  conduct  of  the  "American," 
"Conservative,"  "Union,"  or  Bell- 
Everett  party  of  the  South;  or,  more 
accurately,  to  reconcile  its  chosen 
ftfctitDde  and  professions  in  the  canyass 
■with  the  oourse  taken  bj  thousands 
of  its  members  immediately  on  the 
announcement  of  Ihe  result,  with  the 
ultimate  concurrence  of  many  more, 
including  even  the  eminent  and 
hitlierto  moderate  and  loyal  Tennos- 
sean  M  hotn  it  had  deliberately  pre- 
Bcuted  as  an  embodiment  of  its  prin- 


ciples by  nominating  him  tor  the 
Presidency.   That  party  was  mainly 

composed  of  admiring  disciples  of 
Clay  and  Webster,  who  had  sternly 
resisted  Nullification  on  grounds  of 
principle,   and  had  united  in  the 
enthusiastic    acclaim    which  had 
hailed  "Webster    as    the  triumph- 
ant champion  of  our  Nationahty,  the 
"great  expounder  of  the  Oonstita- 
tion,**  in  his  forensic  struggle  with 
ITajTie.   It  had  proudly  pointed  to 
such  men  as  William  Ga.ston,  of 
Xorth  Carolina,  Sergeant  S.  Pren- 
tiss, of  Mi^.>is>sippi,  Edward  Bates,  of 
Missouri,  George  W.  Sunnners,  of 
Virginia,  John  J.  Crittenden,  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  James  L.  Petigru,  of  South 
Carol^ia,  as  the  exponents  of  its^rin- 
ciples,  the  jewels  of  its  crown.  It 
hf^  nominated  and  supported  Bell 
and  Everett  on  a  platfonn  which 
meaningly  proclaimed    fidelity  to 
"  The  Fnion,  the  Constitution,  and 
the  Enforcement  of  the  Laws,"  as  its 
distinctive  ground.    To  pay  tliat  it 
meant  by  this  to  stand  by  the  Union 
until  some  other  party  i^OQld,  in  its 
judgment,  violate  the  Constitution,  is 
to  set  the  human  understanding  at 
defiance.   It  either  meant  to  cling  to 
the  Constitution  and  Union  at  all 
hazards  and  under  all  circumstances, 
and  to  insist  that  the  laws  should  be 
enforced  throughout  tlie  country,  or 
it  was  guilty  of  Becking  votes  under 
false  pretenses.    Unlike  the  Douglas 
Democracy,  it  was  a  distinct,  weQ- 
established  party,  which  had  a  defini- 
tive existence,  and  at  least  a  sem- 
blance of  organization  in  every  Slave 
State  but  South  Carolina.   It  had 
polled  a  majority  of  tlic  Southern 
vote  for  IIaiTi>on  in  1 for  Taylor 
in  1848,  had  jus-t  jxdled  nearly  forty 
per  cent,  of  that  vote  for  Bell,  and 
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might  boast  its  full  share  of  the 
pro})erty,  and  more  tlmii  its  t^hure  of 
the  inteliigence  aiid  respectability,  of 
the  South.  This  party  had  but  to  be 
oouragceusly  faithfhl  to  its  cardinal 
principle  and  to  its  abiding  conTio* 
tions  to  avert  the  stonn  of  civil  war. 
Had  itB  leaders,  its  orators,  its  prenes, 
spoken  out  promptly,  decidedly,  un- 
conditionallv,  for  the  Union  at  all 
hazard?,  and  for  settling  our  differ- 
ences in  Congre.sts,  in  the  Courts,  and 
at  the  ballot-box,  it  would  have  pre- 
Tonted  the  efifhsion  of  riyars  of  pre- 
cions  blood.  It  was  peirfeotlj  aware 
that  theBepublicana  and  tbdr  Presi- 
dent elect  were  powerless,  even  if 
di:<posed,  to  do  the  South  any  wrong; 
that  the  result  of  the  electi<jns  already 
held  had  secnnHl'"  an  anti-liepuhli- 
can  majorit  y  in  eitlu  r  branch  of  the 
ensuing  CungrcbS ;  that  the  Supreme 
Court  was  decidedly  and,  for  a  con- 
siderable period,  undiangeably  on 
the  same  side.  In  the  worst  con- 
ceivable event  of  the  elections  yet 
to  come,  no  bill  oould  psSB  respect- 
ing the  Territories,  or  anything  els^, 
which  the  "ConBiTvatives''  should 
see  tit  unitedly  to  op[H.»se.  And  yet, 
South  Carolina  had  scarcely  indica- 
ted unmistakably  her  purpose,  when 
many  BeU-Unionists  of  Georgia,  Ala- 
bama, and  other  Sontiiem  States,  be- 
gan to  clamor  and  shout  for  Secession. 
They  seemed  so  absorbingly  intwt 
on  getting,  for  once,  on  the  stronger 
side,  that  they  forgot  the  controlling 
fact  tliat  tlu^  f^idc  on  wliicli  God  is 
has  always  at  last  the  majority. 

The  early  State  Elections  of  1860 
had  not  been  &Torable  to  the  Kepnb- 


"  New  York  had  chosen  10;  Penusylvania  7; 
ITewJenejS;  OhioS;  Indiana^;  Dliixris  5; 
and  lOaaouri  6  anti^B^blicaiui  to  the  Houm; 


licans.  They  had  begun  by  carrying 
New  IIani])shireby  4,443 — a  tatij^fac- 
tory  majority  ;  but  were  next  beaten 
in  Bhode  Island — an  independent 
ticket,  headed  by  William  Sprague  for 
Qovemor,  carrying  the  State  over 
theirs,  by  1,400  majority.  In  Conneo- 
ticut.  Gov.  Buckingham  had  been  re- 
elected l)y  barely  54 1  majority,  in  near- 
ly .SO,OUO  votes — the  heaviest  poll  ever 
had  there  at  a  State  Election.  It 
was  evident  that  harmony  at  Charles- 
ton would  have  rendered  the  election 
of  a  Democratic  F^resident  morally 
certain.  Bnt,  after  the  diamption 
there,  things  were  bravely  altned. 
Maine,  early  in  September,  elected  a 
Ttepnblican  Governor  by  18,001  ma- 
jority;  Vermont  dirtM-tly  f'llowed, 
with  a  Kejnibliean  majority  of 
22,'*.70;  hut  when  Pennsylvania  and 
Indiana,  early  in  October,  declared 
nnmistakably  for  Lincoln — ^the  foiv 
mer  choosing  Andrew  G.  Onrtin  her 
Governor  by  89,164  m^ority  ov^ 
Henry  B.  Foster,  who  had  the  hearty 
support  of  all  tliree  opposing  parties ; 
while  Indiana  chose  Gen.  Henry  S. 
Lane  by  9,757  over  T.  A.  Ilendricks, 
his  only  coin^H-titor,  with  seven  out 
of  eleven  liepresentatives  in  Con- 
gress, and  a  Kepublican  Legislature 
— ^it  was  manifest  that  only  amirade 
conld  prevent  the  success  of  Lincoln 
and  Hamlin  the  next  month. 

Yet  the  mercantile  fears  of  con- 
vulsion and  civil  war,  ks  results  of  Mr. 
Lincoln's  election,  were  so  vivid  and 
earnest  tliat  the  contest  at  the  Xorth 
was  still  ])r(  tAc'cnted  hy  liis  combined 
adversaries  with  the  energy  of  des- 
peration. Kew  York,  especially,  was 
the  arena  of  a  stmggle  as  intense,  as 


randariiig  it  morailjr  certain  tluU;,  but  for  Seoes- 
sioD,  lb.  Lbooia  ynxHA  havsliadto  flm  •&  Op- 
positlmi  OoDgrees  ftom  die  stut 
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Tehement,  and  energelie^  as  had  erer 
been  known.  Her  drawn  battle  of 
the  year  before,  and  the  perfect  ac- 
cord in  tliia  contest  of  the  anti-Re- 
publican parties,  gave  p:roiinds  for 
hope,  if  not  confidence,  that  ehe 
miffht  now  be  carried  affainst  Lin- 
cobi,  ejipecially  as  the  City  was  ex- 
pected to  give  a  fiur  larger  majority 
for  ''Fosioii''  than  she  had  ever 
yet  given  fbr  any  man  or  party. 
Abundance  of  money  for  every  pur- 
pose donbtless  contributed  to  the  ani- 
mation of  tbe  stniggk)  on  this  side, 
while  painful  ai)preheTi8ions  of  Sonth- 
crn  revolt,  in  case  Lincoln  sliould  l^e 
elected,  rendered  the  "  merchant 
princes,"  whose  wealth  was  largely, 
if  not  wholly,  locked  np  in  the  i^ape 
of  Sonthem  indebtedness,  ready  to 
bleed  freely  fbr  even  a  hope  of  pre- 
venting a  resnlt  they  so  dreaded  as 
fatal  to  their  businesSi  their  proeperi> 
ty,  and  their  affluence. 

Gov.  Seward  — wliolmd  mado  a  po- 
litical tour  throutrli  tlic  NorthAVe^t 
during  the  Antunin,  wherein  his 
speeches  in  behalf  of  the  Republican 
cause  and  candidates  were  of  a  re- 
markably high  order,  alike  in  origin- 
ality, di^ty,  and  perspicaity — closed 
the  canyass,  the  night  before  Elec- 
tion, in  an  address  to  his  townsmen  at 
Aulmm,  which  concluded  with  tliese 
tnithful  and  memorable  words: 

*•  Now  lure  is  tho  trinity  in  nnity  nnd 
unity  in  trinity  of  tho  political  clinrcli.  just 
now  conic  to  u.^  by  the  lipht  of  a  nt-w  reve- 
lation, and  christone<l  *  Fusion.'  And  this 
'Fusion'  party,  what  is  tho  motive  to  which 
k  appeals?  You  may  go  with  inc  into  tho 
streets  to-nigbt,  and  follow  the  'Littlu 
Giants,*  wbo  go  with  tbeir  torchlights,  and 
their  flanntin^  banne  rs  nf  '  Popular  Sovcr- 
ogntj ;'  or  joa  maj  go  witli  the  smaller  and 
more  seleet  and  modest  hand,  who  go  for 
Breddnridge and Slaveiy;  or  70a nuyr  fi^ 


low  tlio  mngic  of  the  clanging  hella;  and, 
strange  to  say,  they  will  all  bring  you  into 
one  common  chamber.  When  you  }?et  there, 
you  will  hear  only  this  emotion  of  the  liu- 
man  heart  appealed  to,  Fear,— fear  that,  if 
you  elect  a  Prerident  of  the  United  8tate.s 
aoconlins  to  the  Constitution  and  the  laws 
to-morrow,  you  will  val^np  next  day,  and 
find  that  yon  have  no  oonntry  for  him  to 
prcriido  orerl  l8notth.it  a  straniro  motive 
fur  an  American  patriot  to  appeal  to  ?  And, 
in  that  same  hall,  amid  the  jargon  of  tbr«« 
discordant  members  of  tho  'Fusion'  p;iriy. 
yon  will  bear  one  argument;  ami  that  argu- 
ment is,  that,  so  Ruro  as  you  are  so  pi-rverss 
as  to  cji-st  your  vote  singly,  lawfully,  hont  et- 
ly,  as  you  ought  to  do,  for  one  candidato 
for  the  Presidency,  instead  of  s<  altoriiig  it 
among  three  candidates,  so  that  no  I'ri-si- 
dent  may  be  elected,  tliis  Union  shall  come 
down  over  your  heads,  inTQlTing  70a  and 
us  in  a  ooumou  ruin  I 

"Fellow-citizens,  H  Is  tfane,  higli  time, 
that  wo  know  win  tlior  tlii>  is  a  Constitu- 
tional government  under  which  we  live.  It 
is  high  time  that  we  know,  since  the* Union 
is  throat«  rK(l,  who  are  its  friond-i,  and  who 
are  its  entniiLH.  The  liepublican  party,  who 
propose,  in  tho  old,  appointed,  constitutional 
way.  to  fhooh'b  a  President,  arc  every  man 
of  them  loyal  t<»  tho  Union.  The  disloyal- 
ists, wherever  they  may  bo,  are  those  who 
arc  oj»po!*ed  to  the  P.ejiuiilican  j'arty.  and 
attenijit  to  prevent  the  election  of  a  Presi- 
dent. I  linow  that  onr  good  and  esteemed 
neighbors — (Uearen  knows  I  have  canse  to 
re»[)ect,  and  esteem,  and  honor,  and  love 
them,  as  I  do;  for  sucli  neighbors  as  even 
my  Democratic  neighbors,  no  other  man^ 
erer  had>— I  know  that  they  do  not  avow; 
nor  do  they  mean  to  support,  or  think  they 
are  supporting,  disunioni^ts.  But  I  tell  them, 
that  he  who  jiroposos  to  lay  hold  of  the  pfl« 
lars  of  the  Union,  and  luring  it  down  into 
ruin,  M  a  disunionist ;  and  that  every  man 
who  qnotea  him,  and  nses  his  threats  and 
his  menaces  M  an  argument  against  onr  ex- 
ercise of  onr  dnty,  is  an  abettor,  unconscious 
though  he  may  he,  of  disunion;  and  that 
when  to-morrow's  sun  t^hall  havo  set,  ana 
the  next  morning's  sun  shall  have  ri.sen  on 

j  the  American  i>eople,  rejoicing  in  the  doo- 
tion  of  Abraham  Lincoln  to  the  Presidency, 

I  those  men  who  to-day  sympathize  with,  up- 
hold, sujiport,  nnd  excuse  tho  disunioniste, 
will  have  to  make  a  sudden  choice,  and 
choose  whether,  In  Hie  language  of  the 
Senator  from  Oeorgiiv  they  will  go  for  trea- 
son, and  so  moke  it  respectable,  or  wliether 
they  will  go  with  as  for  Pireedonw  for  Am 
Oomstitatkai,  and  far  eternal  Union.** 
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XXU. 

SECESSION. 


Ths  ohoioe  of  Fnddential  Eleo- 
ton,  wluch  fonnerl/  took  place  at 
the  difloretion  of  the  soTeral  States 
within  a  limited  range,  is  now  re- 
4}iiircd,  by  act  of  Congreee,  to  be 
made  on  the  same  dav  thnniffbont — 
namclv,  on  the  Tuesday  next  sue- 
ceediug  the  lirst  Monday  in  Xoveni- 
ber.  This  fell,  in  18G0,  on  the  Oth 
of  the  month ;  and  it  was  known,  be- 
fore that  day  had  fidly  expired,  that 
AmtAWAV  Ijnooln  haid  been  clearly 
deeiguated  by  the  People  for  their 
next  President,  through  the  choice  by 
hit5  supporters  of  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number  of  Electors.  Every 
Free  Stiite  but  Xew  Jersey  had  olio- 
sen  the  entire  Lincoln  Electoral  tick- 
et; and  in  iSew  Jersey  the  refusal 
of  part  of  the  Douglas  men  to  sup- 
port the  ''Fusion"  ticket  (composed 
of  three  Douglas,  two  Bell,  and  two 
Breckinridge  im  n \  had  allowed  four 
of  the  Lincoln  Electors  to  slip  in 
over  tlio  two  Bell  and  tlic  two  Breck- 
inridge Electors  on  the  regular  Dem- 
ocratic ticket.  The  three  Lincoln 
Electors  who  had  to  confront  the  lull 
vote  of  the  coalesced  anti-Republican 
parties  were  defeated  by  abont  4,500 
majority.  And,  althongh  tiiis  was 
not  ascertained  that  night,  nor  yet 
the  fact  that  California  and  Oregon 
had  gone  with  the  other  free  States, 
yet  there  were  169  Lincoln  Electors 
chosen  (out  of  303)  outside  of  these 
three  States;  wif/t  these.  Mi'-  Lincoln 
had  180,  to  123  fur  all  others.  Of 
these,  Breckinridge  had  7S;  Bdl  39 
(from  Virginia,  ^ntn<^,  and  Ten- 
nessee); and  Douglas  barely  12 — 


lliose  of  Miflsonri  (9)  and  3,  as  afixr^ 
said,  fironi  Hew  Jersey.  But,  thou^ 
nowhere  in  the  Electoral,  lir.  Doug- 
las was  second  in  the  Popular,  vote, 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  following 
table,  ^vhorein  the  "Fusion"  vote  is 
divided  between  the  parties  which 
c<tntri]>utcd  to  it,  according  to  the 
best  estimate  that  can  now  be  made 
of  Hieir  strength  respectively: 

STATIB. 


LmemjL 

f.  ML 

62,8n 

New  IlaiupKlilra,. 

87..M!> 

2,1IS 

441 

MiusnciiiiM'ttA 

{V.989 

22.831 

UIkkIu  loland.... 

•I.INtI) 

4a,yTj 

J.V.Vi2 

14/.U 

:i.29l 

ViTillOUl  

•.V.(H)0 

New  .lem-y  

•»M>00 

•i-jfi 

PDnnsTlvani*.... 

mu8o 

12.774 

IsT.m 

12,1»4 
6Mt 

in,088 

IIHnoli  

1T8,1«1 

iaoi,ti5 

4,»1S 

Mi.'filiran  

81)8 

405 

161 

»i.m 

11.9*0 

U<i 

Gi 

70.4O9 

&\ni 

1,74  S 

8\M6 

84.8.%! 

6.«0 

U.lt.'l 

Tntal  nw  SMM. 

mjui 

*  "FarfoB**  Tota  appattkmad  Moordlng  to  th* 
M4  •trnigth  of  tbo  WT«nl  ooalrlbutinc  purtlM 


SltATMM, 

iVLiwnn- .... 

Marylanrl  

Viixinia  


8L.\VE  STATES. 

LiKCOLSI.      Awy/M.  ttnrHnriiift.  lUtl 

8.S15        ti>38      7,:«T  n.^A 

%'m      Mm   4n-'i  4i.Ttvt 

1.W9       16.ilHj     T4.Si'.<  74.'>'1 

North  Canillna.. .  (no  tli-kit)  2,Tt>l  4\:^»  44.»dO 
Smith  ('orMliiia. . .    [Ch'iM-n  hy  tho  I^-iji^Utiirr.] 

Oi^trgia.               (ti.itiikit)      11,M0    W.via  42,886 

Atabiun.-!              (no  tlrk<-t)     18,651    4Km  KjiUi 

MlMlMt|>|>i  (no  tickvt)      U8S    40.m  tM&t 

K.ntuckjr                   1,864       ».«Sl     .\S,t4S  A«LO0S 

T<'!iiu  K«oa  (no  ticket)     UJtSo    04.-203  (ia.m 

Ml!i~iiiri                   17,'n.N      ftK,'-<>l     8I.M1T  r>\«7a 

.\rkiiti«»s   (nutlik.l)  ".'S-Tii^i 

Louieiiina              (Il  l  :i(  k.  t)       T.'^.'.'i     'J.'.>".^1  y.-'iit 

Florida                  (m.  tl  k.t)          :>'jV       ».M-'!  .\4i7 

Tonus                   U'"  H'  -^' t)  (nu  lickot)  47.'4>  tl.\4^i-i 

Total  SUve  8taU-»..    -HX^ii*)     16a,ASS  AM.sIl  bl^jttU 

Omd  Total  I^,ft0  1^1^?4  800^  U^U 


f  ThiB  utl-BreokinriiI««  yot«  wm  out  Ihr  a  "Foaloa" 

ElfTlonU  ticket,  but  almost  entirely  by  old  ^Whiipf  «r 
Ik'U  men. 

T,in<-oln  over  Doiisla-*.  .ViiVmn;  I)...  nvi  r  ISi'll,  l.'^l 
ili>,  ovrr  lir.-.  'hiiiri.!/r.  l.i»'7  A.'-. 

l.iin'"lii  h.i"  If.-.-'*  lluin  all  lii".  ojpiMinrnt!*  iNHnliinoil.  by 

lirockinria^'i'  liiul  in  tho  SUve  SUtM  over  Ik-il.  U,t»ii; 
do.  over  Uouflaak  407,866;  do.  over  Dooglaa  aad  Ua- 
coin.  8(0,9111 

BrMldiuMgt  ladtf  «r  •  u^ortlirln  fbo  Stan  StUMi 
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"Prom  an  early  stage  of  the  can* 
the  Bepnblioeiw  oonld  not  help 
•eeing  that  tliej  liad  llie  potent  aid, 
in  their  effcnlB,  of  the  good  wl^h  s 
toT  tiieir  success  of  at  least  a  large 
proportion  of  the  advocates  of  Breck- 
inridge and  Lane.  The  toasts  drunk 
with  most  entliu>iasni  at  tlic  Fourth- 
of-Julycelcl»ratit>n.s  tlirouirhout  South 
Carolina  pointed  to  the  probable 
election  of  Hr.  Idncoln  as  the  necee- 
saiy  prelude  to  moyements  whereon 
the  hearts  of  all  Carolinians  were  in- 
tent. Southern  "Fire-Eaters"  can- 
vassed the  Northern  States  in  behalf 
of  Breckinridge  and  Lano,  liut  very 
much  to  the  satistaction  of  the  iHcnds 
of  Lincoln  and  llandin.  Tlio  Fu- 
sion" arrangements,  whereby  it  was 
hoped,  at  all  events,  to  defeat  Lin- 
oohi,  were  not  generally  favored  hj 
the  ''fWEaters**  who  visited  the 
North,  whether  intent  on  politics, 
business^  or  pleasnre;  and,  in  some 
ini^tances,  those  who  sought  to  com- 
mend theniHolves  to  the  favor  of  their 
Soutlieni  patrons  or  customers,  by 
an  exhibition  of  zeal  in  the  ''Fusion" 
cause,  were  quietly  told :  "  What  you 
are.  ddng  looks  not  to  &e  end  im  de- 
sire: want  Z«noo^  elected."  In 
no  Slave  State  did  the  supporters  of 
Breckinridge  unite  in  any  "  Fusion" 
movement  whatever;  and  it  was  a 
Terv  open  secret  that  the  friends 
of  Breckinridge  generally — at  all 


events^  throughout  the  Slave  States 
— ^nezt  to  the  aU  but  impossible  suc- 
cess of  their  own  candidate— prefer- 
red that  of  the  Republicans.'  In 
tlie  Senate  throughout  the  preceding 
Session,  at  Charleston,  at  Baltimore, 
and  ever  since,  they  had  acted  pre- 
cisely {IS  they  would  have  done,  had 
they  preeminently  desired  Mr.  Lin- 
coln's success,  and  determined  to  do 
their  best  to  secure  it. 

And  noW|  a  large  majority  of  Un- 
coln  Electors  had  been  carried,  ren- 
dering  morally  certain  hlsehoioeby 
the  Electoral  Colleges  next  n ntL, 
and  his  inauguration  on  the  -ith  of 
March  ensuing.  So  the  result  con- 
temjilated  and  la])ored  for  by  at 
least  tiro  of  the  four  contending  ])ar- 
ties  in  the  canvass  had  been  secured. 

What  next! 

In  October,  1856,  a  Convention  of 

Southci-n  Governors  was  held  at  Ra- 
leigh, Is .  C,  at  the  invitation  of  Gov, 
Wise,  of  Virginia.  This  gatliering 
was  ke])t  secret  at  the  time;  but  it 
was  afterward  pnK;laime<l  by  (tov. 
Wise  that,  had  Fremont  been  elected, 
he  would  have  marched  at  the  head 
of  twmly  thousand  men  to  Washing- 
ton, and  taken  possession  of  the  Capi- 
tol, preventing  by  force  Erenumt's 
hiauguration  at  that  place. 

In  the  same  spirit,  a  meeting  of 
the  prominent  politicians  of  South 


*  like  Washington  Star,  tlion  a  Breckinridge 
organ,  noticing,  in  Soptembor.  1800,  the  wnvtT- 
sioQ  of  Scoalor  Ciingman,  of  North  L'aroliua, 
firam  the  support  of  DonglM  to  that  of  Braddn- 
ridgo,  8aid: 

"  While  we  congratulritc  him  on  the  fact  that 
his  eyes  are  at  length  open  to  the  (to  tlic  South) 
danseroua  tendency  of  the  labors  of  Douglas, 
we  naU  his  conversion  an  an  evidence  of  the 
truth  of  our  ort-rt])eate<i  deol.iration,  tli.it.  ore 
tlio  first  Monday  in  XovcuiIht,  over/  lionest 
end  un<;elficih  Democrat  thronphout  tlie  Soiitli 
will  be  fimnd  unj^A  ageiut  Dougle»gr>wioil- 


ifm,  an  hi'inp  far  more  daIl^^erou»  to  the  South 
tlian  the  election  of  Lincoln  ;  because  it  seeks  to 
cToato  a  Free-So>l  party  there  j  while  if  Lltt« 
coin  triumphs,  tiie  residt  cannot  fail  to  be  Ik 
S<iutli  united  in  her  own  defense — the  only  key 
to  a  full  and — wo  sincerely  beliovo — a  jK  atoful 
and  happy  eolation  of  the  political  problem  of 
Hw  Slavery  qneatkm.*' 

Columns  like  the  above  might  lie  quoted  from 
the  Breckinridge  journals  of  tl>e  South,  show- 
ing that  they  regarded  the  amooefls  of  Douglas 
as  the  gieak  peri],  to  be  daftated  aft  all  ha»> 
ardSi 
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Carolina  was  held  at  the  residence  of 
Senator  llaniinond,  near  Augusta, 
on  the  25th  of  0('t<jher,  1860.  Gov. 
Gist,  ex-Gov.  AdainS)  cx-Spcaker 
Orr,  and  the  entire  delegatiofi  to 
Oongreas,  except  Mr.  Hilee,  who  was 
kept  away  by  riGkneaSy  were  present, 
with  many  other  men  of  mark.  Bj 
this  cabal,  it  was  unanimously  re- 
8olve<l  that  South  Carolina  should 
secede  from  tlio  Union  in  the  event 
of  Lincoln's  tlien  almost  certain  elec- 
tion. Similar  meeting!*  of  kindred 
spirits  were  lield  idmiQteneonsly,  or 
soon  afterward,  in  Gkoigia,  Alabama, 
Hifldssippf,  Florida,  and  probably 
other  Slave  States.  By  these  meet- 
ings, and  by  the  incessant  interchange 
of  messages*,  letters,  and  visits,  the  en- 
tire slaveholding  region  had  been 
pi'cpared,  so  far  as  jMKsible,  for  dis- 
union in  the  event  of  a  Iiej»ul)lican, 
if  not  also  of  a  Douglas,  Iriumpk 

The  Legislatnie  of  Sonth  Carolina 
does  not  regnlarly  meet  nntil  the 
fbnrth  Monday  in  November;  but, 
the  recent  act  of  Conjjrcss  requiring 
a  choice  of  Presidejitial  Electors  prior 
to  that  time,  (iov.  (ii-t  had  j^ood 
reason  for  calling  the  L('gi>l;iture  of 
18(10  to  meet  in  advance  of  the  regu- 
lar day.  It  met,  according  to  his 
summons,  at  Columbia,  on  Monday, 
Nov.  5  (the  day  before  the  choice  of 
Presidential  Electors  throughout  the 
rnio!i\  when  Mr.  W.  D.  Porter,  of 
Charleston,  was  chosen  President  of 
the  Senate.  On  taking  the  Chair, 
he  said : 

"  I  do  not  seek  now  \f>  lift  the  veil  that 
liides  the  future  from  our  sit,'ht ;  but  wo 
have  all  an  instinctive  feelinff  that  vre  are  on 
the  er6  of  gnat  events.  Ilis  Excellency, 
till-  (iovernor,  in  the  tcniiH  of  his  call,  has 
summoned  us  to  t^ke  action,  if  advisable, 
for  the  safety  nnd  protection  of  the  State. 
ITeri'tol 


very  existence,  depends  npon  our  action. 
It  WM  tiw  old  i^janotioii,  in  times  of  great 

peril,  to  tho  Roman  consuls,  to  take  cnro 
that  the  liepuhlic  suHtained  no  detriment; 
thb  oharge  and  injunction  is  now  addres^d 
to  lis.    All  that  is  dear  and  precious  to  this 

Eeople — life,  fortune,  name,  anil  history — all 
\  committed  to  our  koepinf^  for  weal  or  for 
woo.  for  honor  or  for  shame.  I.et  n-;  do  our 
part,  HO  that  those  who  come  after  us  shall 
acknowledge  that  we  were  not  oaworthy  of 
the  great  trusts  devolved  npon  ns,  and  not 
nneqnal  to  the  great  exigencies  by  which 
wo  were  tried.  Aliove  all  thing's,  let  US  be 
of  Olio  mind.  We  are  all  agreed  as  to  oar 
w^un^^s.  Let  118  sacrifice  all  difl^srences  of 
opinion.  a.s  to  the  time  and  iinKle  of  remedy, 
upon  the  altar  of  patriotism,  and  for  the 
sake  of  the  great  oavse.  In  oar  imaidmltjr 
will  he  ourstrenjrth.  physiiMl  mul  nioral.  Xo 
human  power  can  withslaiiil  or  break  down 
a  united  people,  standing  upon  their  own 
soil  and  defendiii;;  their  homes  and  tiresidos. 
May  we  be  so  united,  and  may  the  groat 
Governor  of  men  and  of  nations  insp^  oar 
hearts  with  courage,  and  inform  our  nnder- 
staiidings  with  wisdom,  and  luad  us  in  tho 
wax  of  hotior  and  of  safety." 

Gov.  Gist  (whose  term  expired 
with  the  current  ^  ear)  communicated 
to  both  Houses  his  Annual  Message, 
immediatelj  on  their  oiganication. 
It  isasfoUowB: 


"■Rtfcttttk  T>Ki'AnntrNT, 
aui£  I/iiiuf  of  litprfxfntitlirfu: 


iTt' 


AVi'  linv  ?  consulted  fi>r  it"  conve- 
nienco  and  well-being ;  now,  its  destiny,  its 


'•Tlie  aet  of  Tongross,  passed  in  the  year 
1846.  enacts  that  the  electors  of  President 
and  vfce-Presidont  shall  bo  appointed  on  tho 
Tuesiljiy  Me\t  after  the  first  Monday  ot"  tho 
month  of  Jb^oveiober,  of  the  year  in  which 
they  are  to  he  appointed.  The  annoal 
meotinir  of  tlie  T.e^rislatnre  of  South  Curolinji, 
by  a  coustitutioual  provision,  will  not  take 
phtee  nntil  the  foarth  Monday  in  November 
instant.  I  h.ive  ronsidere*!  it  my  duty, 
under  tho  authority  conferred  upon  mo  to 
convene  the  Legiriatore  on  extraordinary 
oee.isir.ns,  to  convene  yon.  that  yon  may,  on 
to-morrow,  appoint  tho  numhcr  of  Electors 
of  President  and  Vice-Preside&t  to  which 
this  St.ito  is  entitled. 

*'  I'nder  onlinary  circumstances,  your 
duty  could  he  .soon  dischar;:ed  by  the  i  lee- 
tion  of  Electors  representing  tho  choice  of 
the  ]>eople  of  the  State;  hnt,  in  view  of  the 
threatening'  a"-i>eet  of  affairs,  and  the  stroii;; 
probability  of  the  election  to  the  Presidency 
of  a  sectional  candidate,  by  a  party  commit- 
ted t'>  the  su]i;>nrl  of  iin  a-iin  s.  which,  if 
carried  out,  will  inevitably  •  destroy  our 
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©quality  in  tho  Union,  and  ultimately  roilaco 
tlia  Southern  States  to  mere  provinces  of  a 
consolidated  despotism,  to  be  (governed  by  a 
fixed  inujority  in  Congress  hostile  to  our  in- 
stitutions, and  fatally  bent  Qpoa  our  rain,  I 
voold  respeotftilly  suggest  that  the  Legisla* 
tiire  reiniiin  in  fiossion,  and  take  such  action 
as  will  prepare  the  State  for  auj  emergency 
that  may  arise. 

"That  nn  oxiiositlcin  of  the  •will  of  the 
people  may  bo  obtained  on  a  quest  ion  iu-  J 
Tolring  such  momentoiM  consoqiieiices,  I 
would  earnestly  ro<"ninmend  that,  in  tho 
eyent  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  election  to  the 
Presidency,  a  Convention  of  tho  people  of 
this  State  be  iminodiatoly  called,  to  consider 
and  determine  for  themselves  tho  mode  and 
measure  of  redress.  My  own  opinions  of 
what  the  Conventioa  should  do  are  of  lit- 
tle moment;  but,  hellevbig  that  the  time 
has  arrived  when  «?ery  one,  however  hum- 
ble he  may  bfl^  should  express  his  opinions 
In  unmistakable  language,  I  am  oonstnrfned 
to  say  that  tho  only  alternative  h  ft,  in  my 
judgment,  is  the  secession  of  South  Carolina 
from  the  Federal  Union.  The  indieations 
from  many  ot"  tho  Southern  States  justify 
the  couohision  that  the  secession  of  Soutii 
Oarolina  will  be  immediately  followed,  if 
not  ailoi)teil  r*itiiultaneonsly,  by  them,  and 
ultiiiiatoly  by  the  entire  South.  The  long-  i 
desired  cooperation  of  tbe  other  States  faaT-  | 
ing  similar  institutions,  for  which  so  many 
of  our  citizens  have  been  \\  ailing,  seems  to 
be  near  at  liaml ;  and,  if  wo  are  true  to  our- 
selves, will  soon  be  realized.  The  State  has, 
with  great  imanimitj  declared  that  she  has 
the  ri;:ht  peaci'ahly  to  secede,  and  no  power 
on  earth  can  rightfully  prevent  it. 

**  It  hi  the  exercise  of  arbitrary  ])owcr, 
and  forgetful  of  tho  lessons  of  history,  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  should  at- 
tempt* oo^reion,  it  win  become  onr  solemn 
duty  to  rno<?t  force  by  force;  ami,  whatovt  r 
may  be  tho  decision  of  the  Convcution,  rep-  ! 
resenting  the  Sovereignty  of  the  State,  and  I 
amenable  to  no  earthly  tribunal,  it  shall,  j 
daring  the  remainder  of  my  administration, 
be  carried  out  to  tbe  letter,  regardless  of 
any  hazard  that  may  surronnd  its  execution. 

**I  would  also  respectfully  recommend  a 
tiiorough  rer»rganization  of  the  Militia,  so 
as  to  place  the  whole  military  force  of  tho 
State  in  a  position  to  be  nsed  at  the  shortest 
notleo,  and  with  the  greatest  efficiency. 
Every  man  in  the  State,  between  the  ages 
of  ^|fateen  and  fbrty-fivo.  shonld  be  well 
armed  with  the  most  oflicient  weapons  of 
modern  warfare,  and  all  the  available  means 
of  the  State  used  for  that  purpose. 

"In  adilition  to  this  general  preparation. 
I  Would  reeomiuend  lliut  tho  st-rviccs  ol"  teti 
lliDtisand  volunteers  be  immediately  accept- 
ed; that  they  be  oi^anued  and  drilled  by 


officers  chosen  1)y  themselves,  and  hold 
themselyes  in  reailintws  to  be  called  on  upon 
the  shortest  notice.  With  this  preparation 
for  defense,  and  with  all  tho  hallowed  memo- 
ries of  past  aohievements,  with  our  love  of 
li!>erty,  and  hatred  of  tyranny,  and  with  the 
knowledge  that  wo  aro  contending  for  tho 
safety  of  our  homes  and  firesides,  we  can 
confidently  appeal  to  the  Disposer  of  all 
human  L^-ents,  and  aafbly  trust  our  cause  in 
His  keeping.  Wm.  II.  Gist." 

"Nfr.  James  Chesnut,  Jr.,  one  of  the 
United  States  Senator^^  from  South 
Carolina,  was  among  tlie  large  nimi- 
ber  of  leading  politicians  in  attend- 
ance at  the  opening  of  the  legislative 
aeflrion.  He  was  faiown  as  a  zealous 
advocate  of  Seoessioii,  and  as  saoh 
was  serenaded  on  the  evening  of  No- 
vember 5th,  aforesaid.  Being  called 
out  to  speak,  Mr,  Chesnut  (as  report- 
ed ]>y  tt'lograph  to  Tha  Chaaieaton 
Co  wrier)  said : 

"Before  the  setting  of  to-morrow's  sun, 
in  all  human  probability,  the  destiny  of  this 
cont'eilerated  Republic  would  be  decided, 
lie  solemnly  thought,  in  all  human  proba- 
bility, that  tho  Republican  party  would 
triumph  iu  tho  election  of  Lincoln  as  Preei« 
dent.  In  that  events  the  lines  of  our  ene- 
mies seem  to  be  closing  around  us;  but 
they  must  bo  broken.  Tliey  miLrht  see  in 
tho  hurried  paths  of  these  starched  men  of 
livery  the  funeral  oort^  of  the  Constitution 
of  tho  country.  Peace,  hope,  independence, 
liberty,  power,  and  the  prosperity  of  Sove- 
reign States,  maybe  draped  as  chief  monin- 
ors ;  still,  in  tho  rear  of  tliis  jjrocession, 
there  is  the  light  of  the  glorious  past,  from 
whi(  h  they  might  rekindle  the  dying  blaze 
of  their  own  altars.  Wo  see  it  all— know  it 
all — feel  it  all;  and,  with  heaven's  help,  we 
will  meet  it  all. 

*'  It  was  evident  that  wo  had  arrived  at  the 
initial  point  of  a  new  departure.  We  have 
two  ways  before  us,  in  ono  of  which,  whe- 
ther we  will  or  not,  we  most  tread :  for,  in 
the  event  of  Hits  issne,  there  wonla  l>e  no 
repose.  In  both  lie  dangers,  ditriculties.  .-md 
troubles,  which  no  human  foresight  can 
fornbadow  or  perceive ;  bat  they  are  not 
eijual  in  magnitude.  One  is  beset  with  hu- 
miliation, dishonor,  emeute»^  rebellions — 
with  submission,  in  the  beginning,  to  sD, 
and  at  all  times,  and  confiscation  and  slavery 
in  tho  end.  Tlio  other,  it  is  true,  has  its 
difficulties  and  trials,  but  no  disgrace.  Hope, 
doty,  and  honor,  shine  along  thepatii*  Hope 
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iMacons  yon  at  the  end.  Before  deciding, 
eonaider  well  the  anoiant  and  aaored  maxim 
— 'Stand  upon  fhe  aneiant  vaj— aee  whioh 

ia  the  right,  good  way,  and  walk  in  it.' 

'^Bat  the  qaestion  now  was,  Would  tlie 
Soath  aalmitk  to  a  Blaok  Repnblioan  Preri- 
dant  and  a  Black  Repuhlioan  Congre.sK, 
whioli  will  claim  the  riglit  to  construe  the 
Oonslitation  of  the  oonntrj  and  administer 
the  (loverniiient  in  their  own  hands,  not  by 
the  law  of  the  instrument  itself,  nor  hy  that 
of  the  fiithara  of  the  country,  npr  by  the 
practices  of  those  who  administcml  seventy 
years  a^o,  hut  by  rulea  drawn  from  their 
own  Uind  oonscienoM  and  cra^y  brains. 
They  call  us  inferiors,  wmi-civilized  bjir- 
barians,  and  claim  the  right  to  ]>osse.«is  our 
lauds,  and  give  thorn  to  tlie  destitute  of  the 
Old  World  and  the  profligates  of  tiiis.  They 
elaim  the  dogmas  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence iis  ]Nirt  of  the  Constitution,  and 
that  it  is  their  ri^ht  and  duty  to  so  adminis- 
ter the  Government  as  to  give  fall  effect  to 
tlieni.  The  jioople  now  iiin<t  clion-c  wlietlitT 
tliey  would  be  governed  by  euemicfi,  or 
govern  themselves. 

"  For  himself,  he  would  unfurl  tlio  Pal- 
metto Hag,  tling  it  to  the  breeze,  and,  with 
the  suirit  of  a  DraTe  man,  determine  to  live 
and  (lie  a.«i  became  oor  glonons  ancestors, 
and  ring  the  clarion  notes  of  doHance  in  the 
ears  of  an  insolent  foe.  He  then  spoke  of 
the  undoubted  right  to  withdraw  their  dele- 
gated jwwers,  and  it  was  their  duty,  in  the 
event  contemplated,  to  irithdmr  them.  It 
was  their  onhr  safety. 

**llr.  0.  iiTwed  separate  fitete  aotion; 
nirlDg     reatvonldllodc  tooor  atsndazd.*' 

Hon.  "Win.  AV.  Boyco — then,  and 
for  some  years  previously,  a  leading 
Kepresentative  in  Congress  from 
fionih  Oarolin*— ma,  in  like  manner, 
serenaded  and  called  out  by  theenilm- 
aiaatic  crowd  of  SecesdoniBta,  at  (3d- 
Inmbia,  on  the  following  evening. 
He  concluded  a  speech  denunciatory 
of  tlio  Eepublicans,  as  follows;" 

"  The  question  then  is.  "What  are  wo  to 
do?  In  ray  opinion,  the  South  ought  not  to 
submit.  If  you  intend  to  resist,  the  way  to 
re^t  in  earnest  is  to  act;  the  waj  to  oiact 


revolution  is  to  stare  it  in  the  face.  I  Udok 
the  only  policy  for  us  is  to  arm  aa  aoon  aa 
we  receive  authentic  tntelligenoe  of  the 
election  of  Lincoln.  It  is  fur  South  Cardinal 
in  the  qnickest  manner,  and  by  the  moat 
direot  means,  to  withdraw  from  the  Unioii. 
Tlicii  wu  will  not  submit,  whether  the  other 
Southern  States  will  act  with  us  or  with  onr 
enemiea. 

"Tliey  cannot  take  sides  with  our  eno- 
mies ;  they  must  take  sides  with  us.  When 
an  andent  philosopher  wished  to  inaugurate 
a  great  revotntioii,  hia  motto  waa  to  dare  I 

to  dare  I" 

"  Mr.  Boyce  was  followed  by  Gen.  M.  E* 

Martin,  Cols.  Cunningham,  Simpson,  Rich- 
ardson, and  others,  who  contended  that  to 
sul'init  to  the  election  of  LinodU  istOOOB- 

sent  to  a  lingering  death." 

There  was  great  joy  in  Gliarlettoii, 
and  utererer  iWEatere"  most  did 
congregate,  on  the  morning  of  No 
yember  7th.  Hm  mflhed  to  shake 

hands  and  congratulate  each  other  on 
the  glad  tidings  of  Lincoln's  election. 
JVo)r,  it  was  felt,  and  exultingly  pro- 
C'laiiiitMl,  the  hist  ohstacle  to  "South- 
ern indepondcnce"  lias  been  removed, 
and  the  great  experiment  need  no 
longer  be  postponed  to  await  the 
pleasure  of  the  weak,  the  ftiihleaB, 
the  oowaxdtj/  It  waa  dear  thai  the 
election  had  resulted  precisely  as  the 
master-spirits  had  wished  and  hoped. 
JVtrw,  the  apathy,  at  least  of  the  other 
Cotton  States,  must  he  overcome; 
)un'\  South  Carolina — that  i>,  her 
slaveholding  oligarchy — will  be  able 
to  achieve  her  long-cherished  pur- 
pose of  breaking  np  the  Union,  and 
founding  a  new  confederacy' on  ber 
own  ideas,  and  on.the  'peculiar  instir 
tution'  of  the  Snutli.  Men  thronged 
the  streets,  talking,  lao^untr.  ( ]i('f>r- 
ing,'  like  mariners  long  becalmed 


*  nUs,  and  nearly  all  the  pKOOaedhlga  at  Co- 
lumbia  at  tliis  crisis,  arc  here  copied  directly 
ftom  the  oolumas  of  The  Ctiarltston  CourUr. 

'  Dispatch  to  The  Nim  York  Bsndd,  dated 
Washington,  Nov.  8,  1860: 
**▲  diapatoi^  leoeiTad  beta  to4»j  ftom  » 


leading  and  wealthy  gentleman  in  Charleston, 
Btatesthat  the  news  aflinooln'a  election 
received  OMie  wKh  dmca  and  man^  i 
tiona  of  i^iprobatiott." 
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on  a  hateftil,  treachcaroia  Bea,  whom 

a  sudden  breeze  had  swiftly  wafted 
within  sight  of  their  longed-for  haven, 
or  like  a  seedy  prodigal,  jnst  raised 
to  affluence  by  the  death  of  some  far- 
off,  unknown  rehitive,  and  whose 
sense  of  decency  is  nut  strong  enough 
to  repress  his  exultation. 

Thus  BtLtnulated,  the  Legielatnra 
did  not  hesitate  nor  fiJter  in  the 
oonrse  marked  oat  for  it  by  the  ma^ 
nates  of  the  State  oligarchy.  Joint 
leBolyeSy  providing  for  the  call  of  a 
Convention  at  some  early  day,  with 
a  view  to  unconditional  secession 
from  tlie  Union,  were  piled  upon 
each  otlier  with  great  energy,  as  if 
nearly  every  member  were  anxious 
to  distingniRh  himself  by  zeal  in  the 
work.  Among  others,  Hr.  Bobert 
BamweQ  Bhett,  on  the  second  day 
'  of  the  session,  offered  ench  resolves, 
calling  for  the  choi(;o  of  a  Conven- 
tion on  the  2-2(1  of  November;  the 
delegates  to  meet  at  Columbia  on  the 
17th  of  December. 

Mr.  Moses  and  others  offered  simi- 
lar lesolyes  in  the  Senate ;  where  Mr. 
Leseene,  of  Charleston,  attempted  to 
stem,  or,  rather,  to  moderate,  the 
roaring  tide,  by  inserting  the  thin- 
nest end  of  the  wedge  of  "  Coopersr 
tion."  His  resolves  are,  in  terms,  as 
follows : 

"let  Reaohedy  That  the  ascendencj  of 
the  hostile,  sectional,  anti-SIaverv  partj, 

styling  tlieinselves  tho  Kepulilican  j'arty, 
would  be  sutlii  ic'iit  aad  proper  cause  for  tlie 
dissolution  of  tlie  Union  snd  formtttioii  of  a 
SoQthem  Conffdernoy. 

"2d.  Eaolred,  That,  in  case  of  the  elec- 
tion of  the  candidates  of  that  party  to  the 
office  of  President  and  Yico-Pr&sident  of  tlie 
United  States,  instead  of  providitjg  uncon- 
ditionally for  a  Convention,  tho  better  course 
will  be  to  empower  the  Governor  to  take 
measures  for  assembling  a  Convention  bo 
toon  as  any  one  of  the  other  Stfuthern  Slate$ 
ahallf  in  hU  judgment^  give  Mt^faetory  ot- 
•MWMtM*  miitHM     A«r  detmrmiMUun  to 


Jn  support  of  ifaiB  proposition,  Mr, 

Lesesne  spoke  ably  and  earnestly,  but 
without  effect.  "Cooperation"  had 
been  tried  in  1850-1,  and  had  sig- 
nally filled  to  aeliicve  the  flarling 
purpose  of  a  dis^ohition  of  the  Union ; 
8o  the  rulere  of  Carolina  o])imon  would 
have  none  of  it  in  1860. 

StiU  another  effiirt  was  made  in 
the  House  (November  Tth),  by  Mr. 
Trenholm,  of  Oharleston — long  cen- 
spicnons  in  the  conneils  of  the  State 
— who  labored  hard  to  make  "  Coop- 
eration" look  so  m\U']i  like  SeccBsion 
that  one  could  with  difficulty  be  distin- 
guished trom  the  other.  His  propo- 
aition  was  couched  in  the  following 
terms: 

"  Setoloed,  That  the  Committee  on  the 
Military  of  the  Senate  and  llouse  of  Rep- 
resentatiToa,  be  instructed  to  meet  daring 
the  recess,  and  to  prepare  a  plan  for  arm- 
ing the  State,  ami  for  organizing  a  per- 
manent Military  Bureau ;  and  that  the  said 
Oommittee  be  tnstmeted  to  report  by  bfll  to 
tlu'ir  ri'^pcctivc  Houses  on  the  tirsf,  day  of 
tho  reassembling  of  the  General  Assembly. 

"  litMohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
be  instructed  to  tuit  during  tlie  recess,  and 
prefiare  a  bill  for  ruisinf^  anpplles  neoeasiry 
to  carry  into  effect  the  measure  rerom- 
nieuded  by  the  Military  Coininiltee,  and  to 
report  by  bill  on  tho  first  day  of  the  refis- 
eembling  of  the  General  Assembly.  ^ 

"^ew/re/Z,  That  tho  Governor  be  re- 
onesteil  immediately  to  apply  the  one  hnn- 
dred  thonsand  dollars,  appropriated  by  the 
last  Ctenersl  Assembly,  to  the  pnrohaee  of 
arms. 

'■^Retoltedf  That  immediately  after  the 
eleotion  of  the  Commissioner  to  the  State 

of  Gcorpia,  this  Geiioral  Assembly  do  take  a 
recess  until  the  third  Monday,  being  the 
nineteenth  day,  of  NbvemlMr,  instant  at  7 

o'clock. 

Jie»oheJ,  As  the  sense  of  this  General 
Assembly,  that  tho  election  of  a  Black  Re- 
publican to  the  Presidency  of  the  United 
States,  will  bo  tho  triumph  and  practical 
application  of  principles  incompatible  wiUi 
the  peace  and  safety  of  the  Southern  States.. 

^^jReaohed^  That  a  Commissioner  be  elect- 
ed, by  joint  ballot  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives,  whose  duty  it  shall  be, 
in  the  event  of  lur.  Lmeofai's  election,  to 
proceed  imnediatdr  to  IDDedgsTiUe^  the 
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seat  of  government  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
vbose  legislature  will  then  be  in  session,  to 
annoonoe  to  the  government  of  tiiat  State 
that  South  Carolina,  in  view  of  the  impend- 
ing danger,  will  immediatebr  put  herself  in 
a  state  of  efficient  miHtorj  defense,  and  will 
cordially  ruAjjeriito  witli  tlie  State  of  (ieor- 
gia  ia  measures  for  the  protection  of  South- 
era  interests;  and  to  express  the  readiness 
of  this  State  to  cooperate  with  the  State  of 
Georgia,  in  the  event  of  Hr.  Lincoln's  elec- 
tjoo,  ID  withdrawing  at  once  from  the  con- 
federacy;  and  to  re<'oitnn<'i!<l  t!ie  railing  of 
a  Convention  bimultuncously  in  both  States, 
to  carry  this  measure  into  effect ;  and  to  in- 
vito the  coMpcration  of  all  tlio  Southern 
States  in  withdraw iiig  iroin  the  present 
Union,  and  fonoing  a  sepanto  Soatiiern 
Confederacy." 

These  resolves  comings  up  for  con- 
sideration on  the  9tli,  Mr.  McGowan, 
of  AbbeWlle,  made  a  zealous  efibrt  to 
stem  the  furiouK  current ;  pleading 
earnestly  and  jdausil  Jy  for  (^inipera- 
tion — that  is,  for  consultation  with 
oiher  Slave  States,  and  fat  action  in 
obedience  to  their  mntoal  detenni- 
nation.  He^aid: 

"Cooperation  witli  our  Soutliorn  sisters 
has  been  the  settled  policy  of  South  Caro- 
lina for  at  least  ten  years  past.  We  have 
hmu^  I'uen  satisfied  with  the  causes  for  a  di.s- 
solution  of  this  Union.  Wo  thought  we  saw 
long  ago  what  was  coming,  and  onlj  await- 
ed the  action  of  our  Southern  sisters.  This 
iNHng  the  case,  it  would  seem  strange,  now 
that  the  issne-is  upon  ns — when  our  need  is 
the  sorest — tliat  wo  sliouUl  ipnorc  our  past 
policy,  aud,  in  the  very  crisis  of  the  con- 
ffioti  oease  to  ask  for  OoOperation. 

'** Lincoln's  election  is  taken  as  mi  occasion 
fat  aotion,  but  >^ith  us  it  is  not  the  only 
MUM  for  action.  We  hare  delayed  for  the 
last  fen  years  for  notliing  hut  Cooporation. 
lie  thought  it  the  best  anil  wise^  policy  to 
remidn  in  the  Union,  with  our  Southern 
sisters,  in  order  to  arrange  the  time  when, 
and  the  manner  how,  of  going  out,  and 
nothing  else. 

It  is  perfectly  manifest  tliat  the  record- 
ed policy  of  this  State  for  the  last  ten  years 
has  been  the  policy  of  Secession  in  oo6pera- 
tion  with  other  Soathem  States. 

**Bat  is  that  not  fortified  by  both  history 
and  philosophy? — by  the  nature  of  the 
thing  itself  and  the  fate  of  other  nations  I 
The  Sonthera  States  of  this  Union  have 
more  motives,  more  inducements,  and  more 
luemitiu^  for  concert  and  Union,  than  any 


people  thai  has  lived  in  the  tide  of  tlnieii 
They  are  one  in  soil  and  climate ;  one  in 
productions,  having  a  monopoly  of  the  Cot- 
ton region;  one  in  institutions;  and.  more 
than  all,  one  in  (heir  wrongs  under  the  Con- 
stitntion.  Add 'to  all  thb  that  they  alone, 
of  all  the  earth,  have  a  peculiar  inst.itution 
— African  Slavery — which  is  absolutely  ne- 
cessary for  tliem  ;  without  which  they 
would  cease  to  exist,  and  apain'^t  which, 
under  the  inilueace  of  a  fanatical  sentiment, 
the  world  ia  banded.  Upon  the  sobjeot  of 
this  institution,  we  are  isol^fcd  from  the 
w  hole  world,  who  are  not  only  intiifferent, 
but  inimical  to  it ;  and  it  would  seem  that 
Uie  very  weight  of  this  outaide  preasore 
would  compel  us  to  unite. 

"  Besides,  the  hbtory  of  the  world  is 
pregnant  with  admonition  as  to  the  necessi- 
ty of  union.  Tiie  history  of  classic  (Greece, 
and  cspcciully  that  awful  chapter  ujion  the 
Peloponne^ian  war,  appeals  to  us.  The  his- 
tory of  poor,  dismeml>ered  Poland  criee  to 
us.  The  history  of  the  l)ut<-h  Kepuhlio 
claims  to  be  heard.  Modern  Italy  and  the 
States  of  Oentral  America  are  now,  at  (his 
moment,  cryin|j  to  tis  to  unite.  All  history 
teaches  us  that  '  United  we  stand,  divided 
we 'foil.*  All  the  Sonthem  States  would  not 
be  too  many  for  our  confederacy,  whose 
Hag  would  tluat,  honored  upon  every  sea, 
and  nnder  whose  folds  every  citizen  would 
ho  sure  of  protection  and  security.  My 
God  1  what  is  the  reason  wo  cannot  unite  t 
It  seems  to  me  that  we  might  with^Oprift- 
ty  address  to  the  whole  fionth  the  imgnant 
words  of  Milton : 

•Awnkc!  ari»oI  or  bo  fororer  IHllenr 

South  Carolina  has  sometimes  been  ac- 
onsed  of  a  paramonnt  desire  to  lead  orto 

disturb  the  councils  of  the  South.  Let  us 
make  one  last  effort  for  Cooperation,  and, 
in  <Coing  so,  repel  tiie  folse  and  nnfonnded 
imputation. 

"  Mr.  Speaker,  I  think  all  of  us  desire  to 
consolidate  the  sentiment  of  the  South.  AH 
of  us  prefer  Cooperation.  It  is,  therefore, 
immensely  important  that  we  should  take 
no  false  step,  and  omit  nothing  that  might 
tend  to  that  end.  I  am  utterly  opposed, 
now  and  forever,  to  taking  any  step  hack- 
ward  in  tlxia  matter,  and  therefore  it  is  that 
I  am  anxious  that  we  should  take  no  false 
step.*  It  is  better  to  consider  in  advance  of 
action  than  after  action.  When  we  act,  wo 
most  stand  npon  that  action  against  the 
worid  in  arms.  It  will  strengthen  our  arms 
and  nerve  our  hearts  in  doing  that,  if  we 
shall  be  able  to  say  that  this  conrsy  was  not 
taken  fiiutily  or  fram  impulse,  but  after  na- 
ture deliheratinn,  and  a  last  effort,  for  that 
wbidh  we  all  desire  so  much — Cooperation. 
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Then,  if  we  full,  and  a  Convention  is  called 
oitdcr  tii&iQ  circurastaaces,  I  and  all  of  us 
-will  stand  by  the  action  of  that  OooTontiott. 
Wliatever  may  be  our  iiulividual  opinions, 
we  will  obey  the  nianduic  of  the  State  thus 
pronounced. 

"  Wlifiiever  she,  after  exhaustinf?  all  pro- 
per and  becoming  eftbrts  fur  union,  resolves 
upon  her  oonne,  we  will  Imvo  no  option,  as 
we  will  have  no  dosire,  to  ilo  otherwise  tliiin 
rally  under  her  banner.  If  (ho  .State,  in  her 
•overeign  capacity,  determines  that  her  se- 
oessiou  will  produce  the  cooporotiod  which 
we  hare  ao  earnestly  sought,  then  it  shall 
have  my  hearty  approbation.  And  if,  in 
the  alternative,  she  determines  to  let  us 
fi>rego  the  honor  of  being  first,  for  the  sake 
of  promoting  the  roniiuon  cause,  lot  us  de- 
clare to  Georgia,  the  Empire  btato  of  the 
8onth---th6  Keystone  of  the  Southern  Aroh, 
which  is  our  nearest  neighbor  westward, 
and  lying  for  a  great  distance  alongside  of 
our  own  territory — that  we  are  willing  to 
follow  in  her  lead,  and  together  take  our 
place  among  tlio  nations  of  the  earth. 

"If  South  Carolina,  in  OonviDtioii  as- 
serabled,  deliberately  secedes — separate  and 
alone,  and,  without  any  hope  of  cooperation, 
decides  to  cut  loo^o  from  her  mooringi^,  sur- 
ronnded  as  she  is  by  Southern  sisters  in  like 
inrenautanoes — I  will  be  one  Oi'  her  crew, 
and,  in  coinmon  with  every  true  son  of 
hen,  will  endeavor,  with  all  the  power  that 
God  has  given  me,  to 

'Bpmd  all  her  cenvM  to  the  braem^ 

Bet  eveiy  threailbarf  sail. 
And jAy  her  to  thv  Guil  of  storms. 

The  UghtolBg  and  tho  ^le.' " 

Mr.  Mullins,  of  Marion,  followed  ; 
and  his  reply  to  McGowan's  speech 
is  worthy  (jf  record  here,  Bince  it 
clearly  betrays  tho  consciousness  of 
the  disimionistB  that  they  were  a  lean 
minority  of  the  Southern  people,  who 
might  be  precipitated,  bullied,  or 
dragged  into  treason,  but  whom  there 
was  no  rational  hope  of  reasoning  or 
even  sedncin<T  into  it    He  said : 

'■South  Carolina  had  tried  Cooperation, 
but  had  exhausted  that  policy.  Tho  State 
of  Virginia  had  discredited  the  canse  which 
ojir  Coniniissioiier  went  there  to  advocate, 
although  she  treated  him,  personally,  with 
respect ;  bnt  she  had  as  much  as  said  there 
were  no  indignities  which  could  drive  her  to 
take  the  leadership  for  Southern  rights.  If 
trr  wait  for  Cooperation,  Slnpt  ri/  and  State^  \ 
J^M»  wmld  b0  abantUmedt  State  Soverei^'^ty 
aoatlwoaaieoftiwSoQtli  lock  forev  er,  and  I 


wo  would  be  subjected  to  a  dominion  tho 
parallel  tu  which  was  that  of  the  poor  Imliau 
under  the  British  East  Tndia  Ck>nipany. 
When  tlay  had  ]»ledt:ed  themselves  to  tako 
the  Stat  I-  out  of  the  Union,  and  placed  it  on 
reronl,  then  he  was  wflUog  tO  send  a  Com* 
missioner  to  (ieorgia.  or  any  other  Southern 
Statei,  to  announce  our  determination,  and 
to  submit  tho  ([uestion  wheAier  they  would 
join  us  or  not.  We  hare  it  from  high  au- 
thoritijy  that  th^  repreaentatite  of  one  of  the 
Imperial  Fowert  of  EnropA,  in  view  of  the 
protptetivo  separation  of  one  or  more  of  the 
Southom  States  from  thepretent  confederacy^ 
has  made  jimpoxitions  in  adranee  for  the 
ettabliahment  of  tuch  relation*  between  it 
and  tho  Cfotemmsnt  e^bout  to  he  et^lUihod 
in  this  State,  as  trill  injure  to  that  jmrer  such 
a  supply  of  Cotton  for  the  future  as  their  in- 
creasing demand  for  that  artiole  will  require : 
thia  information  ia  peiftotly  anthmlio.'^ 

Thus,  it  will  be  aeen  that  foreign 

intrigue  was  already  hand-and-glove 
with  domestic  trea-son  in  sapping  the 
foundations  of  our  Union  and  seeking 
peculiar  advantsgea  from  its  oveiv 

tlirow. 

Mr.  Edmund  Kuffiin,  of  Virginia, 
had  fi»r  many  years  been  the  editor 
of  a  Icaduig  Agricultural  monthly, 
and  had  thns  aoqnired  a  Ytsry  decided 
influence  over  the  plantere  of  the 
South.  A  dcTotee  of  Slaveiy,  he  had 
ha.stened  to  Oolmnbia,  on  the  call  of 
the  Legislature,  to  do  his  utmost  for 
Secession.  Ho  was,  of  course,  sere- 
naded in  his  turn  by  the  congrepited 
Union-breakers,  on  the  cveninfr  of 
tlie  Tth,  and  addressed  them  from  the 
balcony  of  tlie  Congarec  House. 
The  following  is  a  synopsis  of  hu 
response: 

**He  said  tho  question  now  before  the 

country  ho  had  -tudied  for  years.  It  had 
been  the  one  great  idea  of  his  life.  Tho  de- 
fense of  the  South,  ho  verily  believed,  was 
only  to  be  securetl  throuph  the  lend  of  South 
Carolina.  As  old  as  he  avu.s,  he  had  come 
here  to  Join  them'  in  that  lead.  He  w  ished 
Virginia  woe  as  ready  a*  South  Carolina^ 
hut,  unfortvnately,  she  teas  not;  but,  cir- 
cumstatu  es  being  different,  it  was  perhaps 
better  that  Virginia  and  all  other  border 
States  remain  quiescent  for  a  time^  to  aenre 
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•8  guard  against  the  Xorth.  Tlie  first  drop 
of  blood  spilled  on  the  soil  of  South  CjiroIiiuL, 
would  hring  Virgiiiiu  ami  cvfry  Southern 
Statu  with  them.  By  ronuiining  iu  tho 
Union  for  a  time,  8he  would  not  onlj  ])revent 
corn  ive  leiri>latioii  in  Congress,  but  any  nt- 
tciupL  for  our  ^uLjugation.  No  argument  in 
finvor  of  resistance  waa  wanted  now.  As 
aoon  as  be  had^ptirformed  hia  duty  in  Vir- 
^ma  as  a  citizen,  he  camo  as  fast  as  steam 
could  bring  him  to  South  Carolina.  lie  was 
satisfied  if  anything  was  to  be  done,  it  was 
to  be  done  here.  He  bad  no  doubt  it  would 
be  done,  and  the  sooner  the  iK-tter.  Every 
day  dolayod  was  a  day  lost  to  the  cau^o. 
Ttiey  shonld  enoonrase  and  sastaln  their 
friends,  and  th^  wodd  fiightai  thdr  ene- 
mies. 

There  tra*  no  fear  of  Oarolina  remain  in;,' 

•lone.  She  would  soon  bo  followed  by 
other  States.  Virginia  and  half  a  dozen 
more  \\  '-re  just  as  good  and  strong,  and  able 
to  repel  the  enemy,  as  if  they  had  tho  whole 
of  the  slavcholdilig  States  to  art  with  them,  j 
Ilvi  II  if  Carolina  remained  alone — not  that 
he  thought  it  probable,  bat  supposing  so— 
it  was  his  conviction  that  she  would  he  ahle 
to  defend  herself  a:;aiiist  any  power  hrou^rht 
against  her.  Multitudes  spolce  and  said  the 
inue  waa  one  of  conrage  and  honor,  or  of 
oowardloe,  desertkw,  and  degradation." 

A  numbor  of  i^ocoiid  and  tliird-rato 
traitors  followed  thig  Kuffin  in  a 
Bimilfir  vein,  hnt  tlieir  remarks  were 
not  deemed  worth  repnrtiiiii;. 

But,  tliiit  evenino:,  tlie  Inisy  tele- 
graph rej>(>rted  from  Cliurleston  tlie 
more  important  ret&iguatiou  of  the 
leading  Federal  officers  for  Sonth 
Oarol^a^  in  anticipation  of  her  se- 
ceding. The  U.  S.  District  Court 
had  met  there  in  the  morning,  Dis- 
trict Judge  Hagrath  presiding.  Tlic 
Grand  Jury — of  eonrse,  l>v  ])ree(»n- 
eert — t'ormally  deeliued  to  make  any 
presentments,  because  of 

"  The  verdict  of  the  Northern  section  of 
the  ronfcderaey,  solemnly  annotmced  to  the 
conn* I  V,  iliruugh  'die  ballot-hox,  on  yester- 
day, iiaviug  swept  away  the  last  hope  for 
the  permanence,  fbr  thestnbiH^  of  tho 
Federal  Govemmeiif  (  f  these  «overcitrn 
States  ^  and  tho  pubUu  mind  is  ooustraiQcd 
to  lift  Itself  above  the  consideration  of  de- 
tails in  tlioadiniiiisfrrition  of  I^w and  Jnstiee, 
up  to  the  vast  uud  i>olemu  issues  which  have 
been  foroed  npoa  ns.  Tbea*  issaes  iavohre 


the  existence  of  tho  Qovemment  of  which 
this  Court  is  the  organ  and  minister.  In 

theseoxtraordiiiary  eirciimstances.  the  <  iratul 
Jury  resj)ectfully  deeline  to  jiroeeed  wirli 
their  pre-seiitnients.  They  deem  this  expla- 
nation due  to  the  Court  and  to  themselves." 

Judge  MaCTath  received  tlds  com- 
niunication  with  complaisance,  and 
thereupon  resigned  liis  othce  ;  snying: 

'^The  business  of  the  term  has  been  dis- 
posed of,  and,  under  ordhiaryeircunistanoea, 

it  would  ho  my  duty  to  ili-miss  \ on  to  your 
several  avocations,  with  my  tlianks  for  your 
presence  and  aid.   Bnt  now  I  have  some* 

thing  more  to  do,  the  onii?ision  of  ^v1lil•h 
would  not  bo  consisteut  with  pro|jriety.  lu 
the  political  history  of  tho  Tnited  States,  an 
eveut  has  happened  of  ominous  import,  to 
fifteen  slaveholdinj?  States.  The  State  of 
which  wc  are  eitizens  has  been  always  un- 
dersitood  to  have  deliberately  tixod  its  pnr- 
po-ie  whenever  that  event  should  hai)i»en. 
Feeling  an  assurance  of  what  will  l)e  the 
action  of  the  State.  T  coiwider  it  my  duty, 
without  delay,  to  prei^are  to  obey  its  wishes: 
That  preparaiion  is  made  by  tho  resi;;nation 
of  Uie  olhce  I  have  held.  For  the  last  time, 
I  have,  as  a  JxiAfie  of  th^  United  States,  ad- 
mini-^tered  the  laws  of  the  Fnitrd  States 
within  the  limits  of  the  btuto  of  South 
Carolina. 

"  "While  tlins  artinc:  in  ol>edienoe  to  a  senso 
of  duty,  1  cannot  be  indillerenl  to  tlio  emo- 
tions it  must  produce.  That  department 
which,  I  believe,  luis  best  inaintained  its 
inteifrity  and  {(reserved  its  purity,  harf  heeu 
suspended.  So  far  as  I  am  coneerned,  the 
Temple  of  Justice,  raided  under  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  is  now  clo:<ed. 
If  it  shall  never  be  again  opened,  I  thank 
God  that  its  doors  have  been  closed  before 
its  altar  has  bccu  det»ecrated  with  (uicrifioes 
to  ^rranny.** 

G.  J.  Ooloock,  OollectOT  at  Charles- 
ton, and  James  CSonner,  XT.  S.  District 
Attorney,  Ukewise  resigned;  and  it 
was  announced  that  T^.  C.  Preaslej, 
Sub-Treasurer,  would  follow,  "bo  soon 
as  was  consistent  with  duo  respect 
and  regard  iVa*  our  ]>resent  excellent 
Chii-t'  Magistrate  [Buchanan],  by 
wliose  appointment  lie  lioldij  tlie 
office." 

In  the  face  of  suck  multifcTm  and 
I  liigh-seasoned  incitements  togoaheady 
I  the  efforts  of  those  members  of  the 
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L^gialatiiie  who  would  ^adly  have 
held  back  were  paralyzed  and  iheir 
remonstraiioeB  Bilenced.  They  dared 
neither  to  speak  nor  to  YOte  aa  their 

eonvictions  impelled. 

All  ])loHding8  and  efforts  for  delay, 
for  reflection,  for  calm  coti^^ideration, 
were  stilled  or  fruitleBs.  A  bill  call- 
ing a  Convention,  with  the  distinct 
purpose  ofseoeBsioii,  passed  the  Senate 
on  tiie  9th  and  the  Honse  on  the  13th. 
December  6th  was  the  daf  appointed 
for  the  election  of  delegates;  tlie 
Convention  to  meet  on  the  17th  of 
that  mf>nt]i.  "Wliereiipon,  Gov.  Hanv 
mond  resigned  his  seat  in  the  IT,  S. 
Senate,  as  his  colleague,  Mr.  Chesnut, 
had  already  done. 

On  the  same  day  (Nor.  12),  a  IGU- 
tary  Convention  of  Geoigiana  was 
held  at  Hilledgeville,  whidb  was  a^ 
tended  and  addressed  by  Gov.  Joseph 
£.  Brown  of  that  State.  I  le  affi  n  i  led 
the  right  of  secession,  and  the  duty 
of  other  Sonthern  States  to  Fn>taiii 
8oath  Carolina  in  the  stej)  she  waa 
then  taking.  '  He  would  like  to  see 
Federal  troops  dare  attempt  the 
oo§reion  of  a  seceding  Sonthem 
State  t  For  every  Georgian  who  fell 
in  a  conflict  thus  incited,  the  lives  of 
two  Federal  soldiers  should  expiate 
Hie  outrage  on  State  Sovereignty.' 
y^The  Convention,  thus  harangued, 
^^oted,  ahout  two  to  one.  for  Fccessiou  ; 
and  though  it  had,  of  course,  no  legal 
or  official  authority,  its  action  was 
doubtless  potent  in  precipitating  the 
'Empire  State  g£  the  Sooth'  into  the 
abyaa  of  Disunion. 


The  forgoing  detailed,  methodical 
statement  of  the  process  whereby 

Secession  was  inaugurated  in  South 
Carolina,  and  of  the  conceptions  and 
purposes  develoj)ed  by  that  process, 
seems  to  render  needless  a  like  par- 
ticularity with  regard  to  the  suhae- 
quent  proceedings  in  that  and  other 
States.  The  germ  of  the  entire 
movement,  with  the  ideas  whei^n  it 
was  based,  is  cleally.6xl^nCiM.i]|'the 
doings  at  Oolnmbia  i^d  Charleston^ 
during  those  memorable  early  days 
of  November,  1860.  And,  though 
South  Carolina  ostentatiously  precip- 
itated the  catastroj>he  hv  her  sin<>le, 
sovereign  tiat,  it  is  not  douhtcd  tliat 
she  did  so  upon  full  underetaiiding 
with  the  ^  Ghivalxy  of  nearly,  or 
quite  eveiy  Slave  State.  These  had, 
of  eonne,  apprised  her  own  master* 
spirits,  in  their  conferences  at  water- 
ing-places and  other  fasliionable  re* 
sorts  during  the  preceding  Summer 
and  Autumn,  that,  though  they 
could  not  hring  their  several  States 
to  march  abreast  with  her  in  the  en- 
terprise of  National  disruption  and 
dissolution,  they  should  have  litde 
difficulty  in  Inducing  them  to  fly  to 
her  rescue  in  case  she  went  boldfy 
forward  in  the  predetermined  course, 
and  tluis  ex]^.  ' !  herself  to  imminent 
peril  on  behalf  of  their  common  and 
most  cherished  interest,  Slavery.* 
Theirs  was  the  strategy  of  the  leader 
of  a  forlorn  hope,  who,  seeing  his 
storming  party  hesitate  and  waver  in 
the  breach,  or  under  the  wall  of  the 
hostile  fortress,  throws  his  flag  for- 


*  On  the  Urat  day  of  the  South  Carolina  Seoea- 
ifon  Coareatioa,  at  CMnmbUt,  DwNnlw  It, 
18G0,  Hon.  William  Porchor  Miles,  M.  C.  from 
the  Chariestoa  District,  one  of  the  delegates, 
nade  a  short  speedi  agaioBt  a^Joanifiwnit  to 
Charleston,  on  account  of  the  epidemic  (small- 
poae)  at  Columbia;  a^jriog  that  be  waa  joit  from 
29 


WaahingtOD,  where  he  had  been  in  conaultottoa 
trith  Southern  fttonda  repreayting  every  other 
Pouthem  State,  who  had  unanimously  urged  tho 
utmoet  haste  in  the  amaumniation  of  South  Caro- 
Una's  aeeeasioQ.  He  would  adjourn  to  no  oIlMr 
place  until  the  Ordinance  nf  ?ws«ion  had  pass- 
ed.—See  CAorldtott  Omrier,  Oeoember  1%  I860. 
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ward  among  the  enemy,  and  Taahes, 
tword  in  hand,  to  its  reooveiy,  calen- 

lating  tliat  his  soldiers  will  thereupon 

instinctively  spring  to  his  and  its  PCB- 
cne  at  all  hazards.  Tlie  event  proved 
tlio  efticicney  of  the  metluKl,  if  not 
the  perfect  accuracy  <>f  tlie  calculation. 

But  tlio  long-standing  conspiracy 
for  Disunion  was  favored,  at  this 
crisis,  by  very  powerful  incidental  in- 
fluences, whereof  the  principal  were 
as  fi>llows : 

1.  No  public  opposition  to  Slavery 
haviiifr,  for  many  years,  been  permit-  '  their  party's  matchless  devotion  to 
ted  in  tlie  slave-hohling  rocion,  save  ;  "  Southern  right- 


cat  undei"  his  Democratic  antago- 
nist, Beriah  MagofSn,  but  had  failed, 
and  been  signally  defeated.  His 
more  spotless  record  as  a  Slavery 
pro]>agandist  Imd  enabled  tlie  sup- 
portent  of  Breckinridge  to  carry  even 
Marvland  for  him  ai^ainst  Bell,  in 
1860.  And  now,  the  readiness  to 
baek  South  Carolina,  or,  at  least,  to 
shield  her  from  harm,  was  presented 
as  a  touchstone  of  earnestness,  to 
those  of  all  parties,  who  had  for  years 
so   loudly  vaunted  tlieir  own  and 


at  a  ^cry  few  jxiints  like  vSt.  Louis, 
where  the  Free-Labor  intere^-t  had, 
from  tiie  force  of  circmustauees, 
silently  and  sudden^  achieved  a 
practical  preponderance,  the  journals, 
the  religious  oiganizations,  and  the 
political  parties,  were  all  immeasura- 
bly subservient  to  the  Slave  Power. 
In  fact,  the  chief  topic  of  p<)litical 
contention,  whether  in  tlio  prci^s  or 
on  the  stump,  had  for  twenty  yt>ars 
been  the  relative  soundness  and 
thoroughness  of  the  rival  parties  in 
their  devotion  to  Slavery.  On  this 
ground,  Gen.  Jackson  had  immensely 
tiie  advantage  of  J,  Q.  Adams,  so  &r 
as  the  South  was  concerned,  when 
they  were  rival  candidates  for  the 
Presidencv :  as  Gen,  ITarnson  had 
some  advantage  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  ; 
Mr.  Polk  of  Mr.  Clav  ;  Gen.  Taylor 
of  Gen.  Cass;  GeiL  Pierce  of  Gen. 
Scott;  and,  lastly.  Major  Breckin- 
ridge of  John  BeU.  In  Kentucky, 
in  the  State  canvass  of  1859,  Mr. 
Joflhna  F.  Bell,  ''American''  candi- 
date fat  Govpnor,  had  tried  hard  to 


2.  The  patronage  of  the  Federal 
Government  throughout  the  iit^een 
Slave  States,  being  wielded  and  be- 
stowed hy  the  Southern  members*  of 
Mr.  Buchanan's  Cabinet,  was  almost 
entirely  monopolized  by  their  fellow- 
conspirators.  The  Collectors  of  Cus- 
toms, Postmasters,  Marshab,  etc., 
who  had  good  reason  to  apprehend 
the  loss  of  tlieir  comfortable  plaices 
on  Mr.  Lincoln's  accession  to  }>owor, 
were  generally  "  ripe  for  treasons, 
stratagems,  and  spoils."  iVIuny,  if 
not  most  of  them,  were  early  and  ac- 
tive prom6tero  oif  the  Slavieholders^ 
BebeUion,  even  while  easOy  deriving 
large  emohiments  from  the  Govern- 
ment they  were  plotting  to  destroy. 

3.  llie  Legislatures  and  party  Con- 
ventions of  all  the  Slave  States  had 
longl>een  in  tlie  habit*  of  nnanimoua- 
ly  resolving  that  they  would  never 
submit  to  exclusion  from  the  Terri- 
tories, "  Black-Bepnbliela  domino 
tion,"  etc,  etc  Those  who  were 
really  Unionists  were  apt  to  let  these 
resolves  pass  as  a  matter  of  oourss^ 


•  Homil  Oobb,  of  Georgia,  Secretary  <^  the 
Trennurr ;  John  B.  Ilojd,  of  Virginia,  Secretary 

of  War;  Jacob  Thomp5ion.  of  Mississippi.  Pocrc- 
tary  of  the  Interior.   Aaron  V.  iirown,  of  Teu- 


Mr. 


eral,  died,  aod  wm  anooesded,  in  1839^ 
Joseph  Ebdt,  of  Xsntudcy,  who  ftood  hy  fh* 

Union. 

*  See,  a.s  a  spefliittni»  thtAlsbms  resolvoft— <hi 
pocn  812-13. 
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xegardingiSieni  as  asort  of  tbeatrieal, 
sheet-iron  thunder,  which  might  scare 
the  North  into  greater  sobeerviency 

to  the  Slave  Power,  and,  at  the 
mmif  conld  do  no  harm.  And  now, 
these  resolves  were  triumphantly 
quoted  bv  the  conspirators,  and  the 
people  a.-ked  whether  they  meant 
any  thing  by  passing  them,  or  were 
only  uttering  threats  which  they 
never  intended  to  make  good. 

4.  TheGovemonofneailjanthe 
Slave  States,  including  even  Dela- 
ware, had  actively  and  zealously  sup- 
ported Breckinridge,  and  had  thus 
justified  the  withdrawal  of  a  major- 
'ity  of  the  Southern  delegates  from  the 
Charleston  Convention,  on  grounds 
not  essentially  differing  from  those 
whereon  Disonion  was  now  urged. 
The  action  now  taken  hj  South  Oar- 
olina  was  very  fidrly  claimed  to  be  a 
direct  and  neceasary  sequence  of  timt 
bolt.  The  Governors  and  other  lead- 
ing politicians  who  had  supported 
Breckiiiridire  and  Lane  in  the  recent 
canva.-s,  were  held  to  have  thereby 
]>ledged  themselves  to  prosecute  that 
policy  to  its  legitimate  results.  And 
most  of  them  were  ftaOly  aware  of 
and  ready  to  meet  this  expectation. 
Hence,  Sontii  Carolina  had  scaroely 
tiurown  up  her  signal  rocket,  an- 
nouncing the  outbreak  of  the  long 
meditated  revolution,  when  it  was 


opening  of  the  African  Slave-Trade, 
which  was  a  weU-nndentood  Shib- 
boleth of  the  South-Western  plotters 
of  Disunion.    Hardin  R.  Eunnells,  a 

Missi'is5]»}>ian.  who  was  the  incum- 
bent, Mas  ]>lac,ed  at  its  head  as  a 
candidate  for  Governor.  The  peo- 
ple were  alarmed  by  this  bold  step ; 
Gen.  Sam  Houston  took  the  field  in 
opposition  to  it  as  an  independent 
Union  candidate  for  Qoremor;  and, 
though  there  was  no  political  organi- 
zation in  the  State  but  that  which  he 
confronted,  while  Texas  had  gone 
overwhelmingly  for  Pierce  against 
Scott,  and  for  Buchanan  against 
Fillmore,  Gen.  Houston  carried  it 
with  all  ease,  beating  Kunnells  by 
8,670  majority,'  in  by  £u>  the  largest 
vote  ever  yet  peDed  in  the  State. 
Andrew  J.  Hamilton,  numing  as  a 
Unionist  for  Congress,  in  the  Western 
District,  in  like  manner  beat  T.  N. 
Waul,  the  regular  Democratic  candi- 
date, by  448"  majority.  In  the  East- 
em  District,  John  H.  Reagan,*  Dem- 
ocrat, had  no  serious  opposition. 

Gen.  Houston  was  thus  in  a  posi- 
tion to  thwart  the  Texan  conspira- 
tors, had  he  evinced  either  principle 
or  courage,  when  they  commenced 
operating  to  take  then*  State  out  of 
the  Union  at  the  close  of  1860.  He 
did  refuse  to  trail  the  Legislature,  or 
a  Convention ;  whereupon  the  con- 


responded  to  1)V  proclamations  and    spirators  calle<l  the  Legislature  them- 


calls  of  Legislatures  in  most  of  the 
Slave  States. 

Texas  was  not  ori^nally  of  the 
somber.  Her  leading  pditidaos  had 
■kown  the  cloven  foot  a  year  too 
Boon,  by  nominating,  early  in  1859,  a 
State  ticket  pledged  to  &Tor  the  re- 


selves,  ]>y  a  (i(tcument  signed  by  sixty 
of  their  number,  having  just  as  much 
legal  validity  and  force  as  a  harangne 
at  a  aegre  camp-meeting.  Bat  the 
Disnnionists  were  tfaormiglily  mdted, 
determined,  and  ready ;  while  their 
advenariesy  owing  to  Houston's  pa- 


*  BooatoB,  8S»1Y0;  Rmmelli,  »,S00. 

•Hamilton,  16,409;  Waul,  15.961. 

•  Since,  ronfedorati'  Postmaster-dUneral,  Rea- 
wofl  elected  to  Coagross  from  Eastern  Texas 


in  185S,  hf  10,666  fotes  to  3,641  fbr  Judge  W. 

B.  Ochiltree;  but  Houston  for  Governor  had 
4, 18:i  majority  in  the  Piptrict  at  that  election  ; 
showing  that  Roagan  bad  no  serious  oppositioou 
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sillaiiimity,  were  as  sheep  without  a  '  had  supported  Douglas  for  President 


shepherd,  in  a  fair  way  to  he  trans- 
formed into  mutton.  Had  there  heen 
a  h>yiU  soldier  in  coiiimaud  of  tliat 
large  portion  of  our  email  regular 
«nnj  Btationed  in  Tezu,  OBtenBiblj 
for  the  de^se  of  her  exposed  Korth- 
ern  and  Western  frontier,  he  might 
have  formed  a  nucleus  for  an  effec- 
tive rally  for  the  Union.  But  Mr. 
John  1>.  Floyd  was  at  the  head  of 


in  IsOO,  and  therehy  thrown  himself 
into  a  very  lean  min(»ritv"  of  h'li 
party.  He  had,  of  course,  much  lee- 
way to  malce  up  to  rdnetate  himsdf 
in  that  party's  good  graces,  and  henoe 
early  and  xealonsly  lent  himself  to 
tlie  work  of  the  conspirators. 

The  course  of  Qov.  Beriah  Magof* 
fin,  of  Kentucky,  was  in  striking  con- 
trast with  that  of  his  Southeni  j^eers. 


the  AVar  Department,  and  liad  taken  ,  He,  too,  had  sui)ported  Breckinridge; 


care  that  this  force  should  he  wield 
ed  by  a  thorough  gi>lng  traitor,  who 
would  paralyze,  and,  in  due  time,  be- 
tray it  into  the  hands  of  his  fellows. 
Houston  was  allowed  to  remain  in 
office,  despised  by  the  implacable  en- 
emies to  whom  lie  truckled,  and  de- 
spising himself*  uiifil  they  were  ready 
to  disi>ense  with  liini ;  when  he  obse- 
quiously resigned,  enduring  an  igno- 
minious existence  in  their  midst  un- 
til he  found  relief  from  it  in  death, 
some  two  years  theieafter. 

Yirginia  had  reeently  dhosen  for 
her  Governor  Mr.  John  Letohfer, 
whose  position  was  nearly  as  peetdiar 
as  Houston's.  The  genuine  South- 
rons liad  long  professed  to  be  Demo- 
crats for  Slaverv's  sake :  Letcher,  at 
heart,  and  formerly  by  open  avowal, 
regarding  human  bondage  as  a  bhin- 
der  if  not  a  crime,  was  pro-iSlavery  for 
the  sake  of  tiie  Democratic  party, 
whereof  he  had  ever  been  a  bigoted 
devotee,  and  which  had  promoted 
mnd  honored  him  beyond  any  other 
estimate  of  his  merits  but  his  own. 
Transferred  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  the  Governorship'" 
by  the  election  of  1859,  he,  as  a 
life-long  cliainpion  of  regular  nom- 
inations and  strict  party  discipline, 

"  Vote  for  OoTeroor:  Letchsr,  Dem.,  17,112;  I 
Gogj^in,  Am.,  71,548. 


while  his  party  owed  its  recently 
acquired  ascendency  in  his  State,«,ud 
he  his  election,  to  the  deepening  con- 
viction of  the  slayeholding  interest 
that  no  other  party  than  the  Demo-* 
cratic  possessed  at  once  the  power  and 
the  will  to  rule  the  country  in  con- 
formity to  its  wishes  and  ]>resunied 
interests.  But  Kentucky  had  already 
repeatedly  declared  f  tr  the  Union — 
conspicuously  in  her  August  State 
Election  of  1860,  and  agajn  in 
choosing  Bell  Electors,  and  giving 
the  rival  candidates  isr  Presiident 
some  Forty  Thou  sand  more  votes  than 
she  gave  her  own  Breckinridge,  ^vho, 
but  for  her  apprehensions  and  dread 
of  disunion,  would  i>robably  have  re- 
ceived her  vote.  Gov.  Ma<r(>ffin  now 
issued  an  address  to  the  peo]>le  of 
Kentucky,  wherein  he  widely  and 
forcibly  said : 

"ToStrtith  Carolina,  and  snch  other  States 
as  may  wish  to  secede  Irom  the  Union.  I 
would  sMiy:  The  geography  of  thw  country 
will  not  admit  of  a  division;  the  month  and 
sources  of  the  Mississippi  river  cannot  bo 
si  parated  witliont  the  horrors  of  civil  war. 
Wf  caiiaot  su.stHtn  you  in  this  movement 
merely  on  .K  oouotof  Uie  election  of  Lincoln. 
Do  not  prec  ipitate  ns,  by  prematnre  action, 
iiiio  :i  rcviiiiition  or  civil  \vai\  tlio  coniie- 
<luoiic-e»  of  which  will  be  most  frightful  to 
all  of  us.  It  may  yet  be  avoided.  Tliere  is 
Htill  hope,  faint  tlioiiffh  it  h9,  Kentucky  h 
n  hordcr  Stale,  and  lias  suffered  more  tiiaa 


"  Democratic  vote  of  Virgiaaa:  Breoldiiridge^ 
I  74,323;  Itouglas,  1^290. 
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dn  of  TOO.  She  c]a\mn  thst,  rtanding  upon 

the  saino  sound  i>l;;tlorm,  you  will  syrapa- 
thizu  Willi  her,  and  stand  by  her,  and  not 
desert  her  in  her  exposed,  perilous  border 
poeition.  She  has  a  ri^ht  to  claim  that  her 
yoii  e,  and  tiio  voice  of  reason,  and  modera- 
tion, and  patriotism,  siiall  be  heard  and 
hee<led  hv  you.  If  yon  secedo,  yonr  repre- 
BenLativos  will  p^o  out  of  Conffres*.  and  leaTO 
us  at  the  mercy  of  a  Hla<;k  Hepuhlioan 
OovemoieDt.  Mr.  Lincola  will  have  no 
cheelr.  He  ean  appoint  his  Oabinet,  and 
liave  it  confirmed.  The  Congress  will  then 
be  Kepabliciin,  and  he  will  be  able  to  pa-^s 
mch  laws  as  he  may  sng^est.  TbeSnpremo 
Court  will  be  powerless  to  protect  us.  "Wo 
implore  you  to  stand  by  us,  and  by  our 
friends  in  the  Free  States;  and  let  ua  all,  the 
bold,  the  true  and  Ju-t  iiumi  in  the  Free  and 
the  Slave  States,  with  a  united  front,  fitand 
by  each  other,  by  our  principles,  by  our 
riirli'is,  our  Ol|U.^lity,  our  lionor,  and  hy  tlio 
Union  under  tlie  Coustitutioo.  I  belit-vo  tliis 
Sathe  only  way  to  aareit;  and  we  can  do  it/' 

Gov.  £lias  N.  Con  way,  of  Arkansas, 

transimtted  his  Annual  Message  to 

tlie  now  Legislature  of  tliat  State  on 

the  rjth  of  November,  ISOO,  when 

nearly  all  the  Slave  States  were  alive 

with  drumming  and  drilling, '  '  and 

frantic  frith,  telegraphing  and  haran- 

guing  in  behalf  of  Secesaon ;  jet 

he  aaid  nothing  on  the  subject   It  is 

a  fair  presumption  that  he  disapproved 

of  the  entire  biuinefls.  But  hdg  bug- 


cQsaor,  Heniy  M.  Bector,  had  been 
choeen  **  the  ]»eoeding  August,  and 
he  made  baste  to  do  tibe  bidding  of 

the  conspirators. 

In  all  tlic  other  Slave  States  soutb 
of  M:irvhiud,  the  Gcvcruois  were 
heart  hnd  bouI  in  the  Disunion  con- 
spiracy, and  called  Legislatures  to 
meet  in  extra  session,  issued  vehement 
Proclamations,  concoctcil  and  j)ut 
forth  incendiary  Messages,  or  did 
whatever  else  the  master-spirits  of 
the  o(Hi>]  i  rue  \  required.  Their  asso- 
ciates and  subordinates  in  office  were 
of  like  faith  and  purpose ;  and  it  may 
fairly  be  assumed,  that  at  least  four- 
fifths  of  all  those  in  otlice  in  tlie  Slave 
States,  whether  niidcr  the  National 
or  any  Stale  ( tovennueut,  on  the  <;th 
of  Noveniher,  1860,  \vere  ardent  ad- 
vocates of  Secession. 

Li  Missouri,  Mr.  Claihorne  F.  Jack- 
son had  heen  chosen  Governor  '*  as  a 
Douglas  Democrat;  but  that  desig- 
nation was  entirely  delusive.  Having 
achieved  what  he  considered  the  Te> 
gular  Democratic  nomination  for 
Governor,  he  thought  he  could  not 


MSstraet  ftoma  letter  in  ^Ktm  York  BeroU 
vfSvr.  S|  datad 

CuABUtSTOK,  Nov.  5,  1660. 
"  At  a  marfc  9t  the  popular  ineUnatlon  toward 

resistflnce.  it  Ua  fact  of  «oni<>  pipiifcairt'  tluit 
tliu  fi-iioos  of  the  won  I  '  ctKrcion'  liiid  liunlly 
readied  our  borders  boforo  tl>e  wlmli'  St:iic  \v;is 
hrisUing  with  spontoaeoua  orgaaization^  of 
]|faivt»>lfeii~4rregu)ar  Ibraee,  it  la  true,  but, 
noverthrlf'SP,  formidable,  because  armed  to  t!io 
tt'oth  with  weapons  to  whitli  llu'y  liave  been  nc- 
cii-toni' d  from  farly  youth,  and  animated  with 
tlte  idea  tliat  thej  are  defeuding  all  that  is  near 
aad  dear  to  them.  The  elaborate  diadafmers,  on 
the  part  of  nomo  of  tho  Lincoln  pnporg,  of  any 
design  to  molofit  tlie  State,  t  vcn  if  slie  secedes, 
havo  no  weiglit  what<'vcr  licre.  People  very 
Jtwtlj  arguo  that,  if  ooercion  should  be  attempted, 
the  lfhitite>Men  wfll  be  wanted ;  and,  if  the  State 
tb/mdiA  II "t  li'-  molested  in  her  Indopendenet',  it 
win  he  a  ^ri  ii'  advantnpe  to  have  such  a  l>ody  of 
■ten  always  at  comniand. 

"  At  this  time,  it  is  impoeaible  to  describe  the 
•Stent  of  the  Minute-Men  morement  There  is 
not  a  hamlet  in  the  State  that  haa  not  its  squad, 


either  of  nunmted  menk  or  Inflintrjr.  Th^  ara 
drilling  every  night,  nnel  have  penerally  adopted 
Hardee's  Tactics,  \vliii.h,  lieeau.«o  less  mouoto- 
noua,  arc  preferred  l  iv  our  impr  t;:otis  young  men 
to  the  old,  heavy  iufautry  drilL  Not  a  night 
]>aii8es  that  we  do  not  hear  in  tho  streets  of 
Charli  -  ti  n  t!ie  tramj)  of  largo  bodies  fif  : 
men,  mos  iug  with  tho  quick  ^uavo  step,  and 
with  admimble  discipline  and  preeieion." 

This,  it  will  be  seen,  was  before  Lincoln'.*  elc». 
tion ;  and,  of  course,  before  any  public  steps  had 
been  taken  toward  Secession.  As  tlie  movement 
extended  to  other  8tatea,itB  mllitaiyinaniftwta' 
tions  wcn>  nearly  evenywheire  aucih  aa  are  poi^ 
trayed  above. 

>^Aa  a  stump  candidate;  by  30,577  votes  to 
28,618  forK.  II.  Johnson,  regular  Democrat 

"  Klection  of  August,  1860  :  F.  Jackson 
(Douglas)  74,446;  Sain.  Orr  (Bell)  66,&8»i 
Hancock  Jackson  (ftack.)  11,416;  OardonUra 
(Linootn)  6,1S6. 
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afford  to  bolt  the  regnlar  Demooratic 
nommadoii  for  President,  and  so  gave 
at  least  a  nominal  support  to  Douglas, 
who  thus  obtained  the  vote  of 
souri  In  November,  when  Gov.  J.  and 
a  Uir«^e  proportion  of  lii.s  8up})orter8 
were  in  feeling  and  purpose  with  the 
backers  of  Breckinridge.    He  was 
folly  in  the  hands  of  the  conspirators 
firom  the  start,  and  in  dne  time  united 
openly  in  the  Bebellion.   Ontside  of 
Missouri,  the  Bonglaa  ])eniocracy 
had  been  so  thoroughly,  ovenvhelni- 
ingly  beaten  in  the  vote  of  tlie  Slave 
States  for  President — as  thoroughly 
in  Delaware   or  Murvluiul    ixs  in 
Georgia  or    Ai'kausas — tliat  they 
seemed  to  be  crushed  out  of  life,  or 
aaxUms  to  merge  their  distinctiTe 
character  by  a  plunge  into  the  com- 
mon abyss  of  BebelUon.   Mr.  Doug- 
las himself,  being  catechised  on  the 
subject,'*  frankly  declared  tliat,  should 
Lincoln  be  chosen  President,  he  would 
not  consider  that  a  cause  for  resist- 
ance, but  should  adhere  to  and  up- 
hold the  Union.    Yet  the  reftult  of 
the  election  had  hardly  transpired 
when  his  friend  Qoy.  Letcher  of  Yir- 
giuia,  Mr.  Geoige  N.  Sanders,  of 
Kentucky,  who  had  been  one  of  his 
busiest  and  noisiest  champions,  and 
many  more  such,  made  haste  to  swell 
the  gathering   cohorts  of  Secession. 
The  ablest  and  most  respect  able  of 
their   number   was  Mr.    Alex.  11. 
Stephens,  of  Georgia,  whose  courage 
and  loyalty  endijred  at  least  a  week 
after  those  of  his  late  compatriots  had 
ludden  them  a  final  adieu.  The  Legis- 
lature of  Georgia  having  assembled,'* 
Mr.  Stephens  presented  himself  and 
apokft"  boldly  as  well  as  ably  against 
ttie  meditated  treason;  saying: 


"The  first,  qnestion  that  presents  itself  is, 
Shall  the  people  of  the  Soutli  secede  from 
tlio  Union  ill  cousequeuco  of  the  election  of 
Mr.  Liucoln  to  the  Presidency  of  the  United 
States  ?  My  countrymen,  I  tell  you  frankly, 
candidly,  and  earnestly,  that  I  do  not  think 
that  they  ought.  In  luy  judgment,  the  elec- 
tion of  no  man,  constitutionally  chosen  to 
that  high  office,  is  surticicnt  cause  for  any 
State  to  separate  from  the  Union.  It  ought 
to  stand  hy  and  dd  still  in  maintainfaig  the 
Constitution  of  the  country.  To  make  a 
point  of  resistance  to  the  Government— to 
wHIidniw  from  it,  beeome  a  man  has  been 

loiistltntiotially    cl.rtcd — juits   u.'^    in  the 
wrong.    We  are  plu<lged  to  maintain  tho 
Gonstitution.    Many  of  us  have  sworn  to 
support  it.    Cm    we,  tliereforo,  for  the 
mere  election  of  ti  in:ui  to  the  Presidency— 
and  that,  too,  in  ;u  i  ordance  with  tho  pre- 
scribed foruii*  of  tliu  C'onstitnlioii — iniike  a 
point  of  ruhistauLo  to  the  Government,  and, 
without  becoming  the  breakers  of  that  sa> 
cml  instrument  ourselves,  withdraw  our- 
selves from  it?    Would  we  not  be  in  the 
wrong?    Whatever  fate  is  to  befall  this 
eonntry,  let  it  neTer  be  laid  to  the  ehargo 
of  the  people  of  the  South,  and  especially  of 
the  people  of  Georgia,  that  we  were  untrao 
to  our  National  engagements.    Let  the 
fiitilt  and  tihe  wrong  rest  upon  others.  If 
all  our  lioprs  are  to  he  Masti  il,  if  tlie  Re- 
public is  to  go  down,  let  ns  be  found  to  the 
hst  moment  standing  on  the  declc,  with  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  waving 
over  our  heads.    (Applause.)     Let  the  fa- 
natics of  the  North  break  the  Constitnti<m«if 
such  is  th.  ir  fell  purpose.    Let  the  reqwosi- 
biUty  be  upon  them.    1  shall  speak  present^ 
ly  more  of  their  acts ;  but  let  not  the  South, 
let  us  not  be  the  ones  to  commit  the  asgreS' 
sion.    We  went  iiilo  the  election  with  tllis 
people;  tho  result  was  different  from  what 
we  wished ;  but  the  election  has  been  oon- 
stitutionally  held.    Were  we  to  make  a 
point  of  resistance  to  the  Governnu  nt.  and 
go  oat  of  the  Union  on  that  account,  tlie  re- 
cord wonld  be  made  np  hereafter  against  us. 

"  But,  it  is  i?aid,  Mr.  Lincoln's  policy  and 
principles  are  against  tlie  Constitution,  and 
that,  if  he  carries  than  ont,  it  will  be  de- 
stnu  tivo  of  oiir  right*.  T.-t  us  not  anticipate 
a  threatened  evil.  If  he  violates  the  Consti- 
tntion,  then  will  come  our  time  to  act.  Do 
not  let  ns  break  it,  because,  forsooth,  hs 
may.  If  he  does,  that  is  the  time  for  us  to 
strike.  (Applause.)  I  think  it  would  be 
injudicious  and  unwise  to  do  this  sooner.  I 
do  not  auticipalo  tliat  Mr.  Lincoln  will  do 
anything  to  Jeopardize  our  safety  or  securi- 
ty, whatevw  may  be  his  spirit  to  do  it;  for 


'  uWhOe  B9eakIogatNocfbllc,ya.,dnringthe 
eanvaaa  of  1860. 


"At  MaiedgeviUe,  Nov.  8,  18G0. 
n  At  the  State  House,  Nor.  14,  I860. 
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he  is  bound  by  the  constitutional  chocks 
which  aro  thrown  around  him,  which,  at 
this  time,  render  him  powerleaa  to  do  any 
great  mischief.  This  shows  the  wisdom  of 
our  system.  The  Preaident  of  the  United 
States  is  no  Emperor,  no  Dictator— he  is 
clothe<l  with  no  absolute  power.  He  can  do 
nothinf?  uuless  he  is  backed  by  power  in 
Cunf:re.ss.  The  Uoufle  of  Ke|>resentatives  is 
largely  in  the  minority  against  him.  In  the 
Senate,  he  will  also  be  powerless.  There 
will  be  a  mtyority  of  four  against  him  :  This, 
after  the  loss  of  Bigler,  fltoh,  and  others,  by 
the  tmfortonate  dimmflionti  of  the  Dwno- 
cratic  party  in  their  States.  Mr.  Lincoln 
cannot  appoint  an  officer  without  the  con- 
sent at  the  Senate— he  cannot  form  a  Cabi- 
net without  the  same  r(iii-;iiit.  He  will  ho 
in  the  condition  of  George  111.  (the  embodi- 
ment of  Toryism),  who  had  to  ask  the 
"Whigs  to  appoint  his  Ministers,  !um1  was 
oompelled  to  receive  a  Cabinet  utterly  op- 
poaed  to  his  views ;  and  so  Mr.  Lincoln  will 
be  fdinpolled  to  ask  of  the  Senate  to  choose 
for  him  a  Cabinet,  if  the  Democracy  of  tliut 
body  ohooie  to  put  him  on  such  terms.  He 
will  be  comjielled  to  do  this,  or  let  the  Gov- 
ernment stop,  if  tlie  National  l)o!ii<)cratic 
men— for  that  is  their  name  at  the  N  orth — 
the  oonaenratlve  men  in  the  Seuutc— should 
,« «o  determine.  Then,  how  can  Mr.  Lincohi>  1 
obtjun  a  Cabinet  which  would  ai*l  him,  or>  > 
aiiotr  him,  to  violate  the  Constitution  I 

''Why,  then,  I  say,  should  we  disrapttbe 
bonds  of  this  rDimi.  when  his  haiuls  are  tied 
— when  he  can  do  noiiiing  ugainitt  oat" 


Wamiing  with  his  argument,  Mr. 
Stephens  did  not  hesitate,  before  oon- 
dading  his  speech,  to  say: 

"I  believe  intlio  power  of  the  poo]>lc  to 
govern  themselvee  when  wisdom  prevails, 
and  pasrion  is  silent.  T^k  at  what  has  al- 
ready bt'cn  done  by  tlu-m  for  their  advance- 
ment in  all  that  ennobles  man.  There  is 
nothing  like  It  In  the  history  of  the  world. 
I.uok  abroad,  froni  one  extent  of  the  coun- 
try to  the  other;  contemplate  our  great- 


1-  Mr.  Cluy,  .it  anrif>'or  tiiiio.  nt  a  cituo^is  of 
Southern  members  of  Congress,   was  asked 


whetlisr,  in  a 


contingenoy,  KentnckianB 


would  go  for  Disunion.  He  promptly  rt  plied: 
"No^  Sir:  Kentuokiaos  view  Disunion  aa  itself 
tfie  greatest  of  evils,  and  as  a  remedy  for  noth- 

Tlif  folln^^inp  letter  likewise  embodies  the 
ruling  conviction  of  his  life,  which  tmder  no  cir- 
timiiiliinKS  could  he  be  indnoedto  depart  tnmi 
"WiflHnraioK,  Ike.  22,  1849. 
Mt  Dbab  Sb:— Hy  deject  in  writing  to  you 


ness :  we  are  now  amonp  tJie  first  natiooa 
of  the  earth.  Shall  it,  then,  be  said  that  our 
institotiona,  founded  upon  principles  of  self- 
government,  are  u  failure  ? 

Thns  far  it  is  a  noble  example,  worthy 
of  imitation.  The  gentleman  (Mr.  Oobb), 
the  other  night,  said  it  had  proven  a  failure. 
A  failure  in  what?  In  growth?  Look  at 
onr  expanse  in  National  power!  Look  at 
our  population  and  increase  hi  all  that 
makes  a  people  groat !  A  failure  if  ^Vhy, 
we  aro  the  admiration  of  the  civilized  world, 
ami  present  the  brightest  hopes  of  mankind. 

"dome  of  our  pull' ic  hu  h  hate  failed  in 
their  cutpiraUom ;  that  i»  true;  and  from 
that  comet  a  great  part  <^  our  troubisa* 
(Prolonged  applause.) 

"  No !  there  is  no  failure  of  this  Govern- 
ment yet.  We  have  made  great  advance- 
ment nnder  the  Oonstitntion ;  and  I  cannot 
but  hope  that  we  shall  advance  still  higher. 
Let  us  be  true  to  otur  cause." 

This  wa.=5  frank  and  noble;  yet 
there  was  a  dead  fly  in  the  ointment, 
which  sadly  marred  its  ]>erfiinie. 
That  was  a  distinct  avowal  of  tlie 
right  of  the  State  to  oveiTule  his  j)cr- 
soiial  convictioub,  and  plunge  him 
into  treasmi  to  tiie  Nation.  Yean 
before,  Henry  Clay,  when  eatechised 
'  by  Jefferson  Davis  in  the  Senate,  set 
forth  the  true  American  doctrine  on 
this  point,  as  follows : 

''Mr.  President.  I  have  heard  with  pain 
and  regret  a  confirmatiod  of  the  remark  I 
made,  uiat  the  sentiment  of  Disonlon  has  h«> 

come  familiar.  I  hope  it  is  eonlined  tO 
South  Carolina.  I  do  not  regard  as  my 
duty  what  Uie  honorable  Seuator  seems  to 

regard  as  his.  If  Kentucky  to-morrow  un- 
furls the  banner  of  resistance,  I  never  w^ill 
tight  nnder  that  hanner.    I  owe  a  parth 

mount  allcfirinnce  to  the  whole  Union'— a 
Kuhordinate  one  to  my  own  iState." 

now  is  one  of  great  importance^  audi  wish  yon 

to  lead  off  in  It 

■•Tl;i  f-  f■litl;^'  fiir  Pi:<vinIon  .'xmong  5nmo  of  the 
inteujjHjrate  j^outlicrn  politicians  is  etroii^'-'  rtluia 
I  supposed  it  could  bo.  The  masses  g  ;  ' rally, 
even  at  the  South,  are,  I  beUeve,  yet  sound  j  but 
they  may  become  inflamed  and  perverted.  TOe 
be.-t  <'Ouiiter;u  tiua  of  that  fee  ling  is  to  !)<•  dt  riv»>tl 
from  popular  expressions  at  public  meetings  of 
the  people.  Now,  what  I  woidd  bo  glad  to  see,  is 
such  meetings  held  througiiout  Kentucky.  For, 
you  mni?t  know,  that  the  Disnnionistn  count  up- 
on tho  c  ■  iji.Tation  of  our  patriotic  State.  Can- 
not you  got  up  a  latge,  powerful  meeting  of  both 
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Mr.  Stephens  wm,  in  his  earlier 
years,  an  admirer  and  follower  of 
Mr.  Clay;  but,  since  1850,  lie  had 
gone  a  roving  after  strange  gods. 

He  now  said : 

treorpla  detormino  to  jfo  ont  of 
the  Union,  I  sjieak  for  one,  tlioiiirh  iny  views 
may  not  a^reo  with  tUem,  whatever  tho  re- 
mit niiiy  !)e,  I  shall  bow  to  the  will  of  her 
pooplo.  Tlu  ir  (\iiisf  is  my  <  :nisi',  and  ihcir 
destiny  is  my  destiuy;  and  I  trust  this  will 
be  the  ultimate  eonreo  of  all.  The  greatest 
curse  tlmt  can  bcfnll  n  free  peojilu  is  civil 
war.  Hut,  as  I  said,  let  us  call  a  ('unven- 
tirni  of  the  people;  let  all  these  matters  be 
Bubniitteil  to  it;  and.  when  tho  will  of  a 
intyorit)'  of  tho  jieoplo  has  thus  been  ex- 
pressed, the  wliolo  btate  will  ])re8Mlt  one 
nnaninions  voice  ia  &Tor  of  whatevwr  may 

bo  Uciiiaiidcd.'' 

Of  coiuse,  Mr.  Ste})licns  wa>i  taken 
at  luA  wold.  A  Convention  toas 
called ;  a  majority  of  delegates  se- 
cured for  I>i8iiiiioii;  an  Ordinanoe  of 
Beoesaion  paaaed;  and  Ifr.  Stephene 
tank  from  the  proud  position  of  a  citi- 
zen of  the  American  Republic  into 
that  of  Vice-President  of  tlic  Confed- 
eracy of  slavelioldino:  traitors,  and 
tlieir  l)eiiighted,  uuHguided  Bateilites 
and  dupes. 

The  Sondi  Carolina  Gonyention 
met  at  Oolnmbift  on  the  appointed 
day— December  ITth.  Gen.  D.  F. 
Jamison,  its  temporary  Chainnan,  on 
Wng  called  to  preside,  paraded  the 
wrongs  of  the  Soutli  in  the  admiaaion 


of  Califoniia,Oiganization  and  settle- 
ment of  Kansas,  etc,  etc.,  and  trust- 
ed that  "  the  door  is  now  closed  Jor- 
ev'  r  against  any  further  connection'* 
with  the  Northern  confederacy,"  etc., 
etc.,  etc.  He  further  trusted  that 
we  shall  not  be  diverted  from  omr 
purpose  by  any  dictates  fivm  with^ 
otU;**  and  that  the  Gonvention,  in 
inaugurating  such  a  movement,  would 
heed  the  counsels  of  a  master-sjtirit- 
of  the  French  Revolution,  whose 
maxim  was,  to  darc^  and  mjain  to 
dare,  (iiid  tn'iiliout  n\d  In  dxr'.''^ 

Mr.  Clias.  G.  Meraminger  having 
suggested  that  the  members,  on  the 
rott  being  called,  advance  and  be 
sworn,  a  delegate  responded:  ''Oh 
no!  that  is  not  required;  we  came 
not  to  make,  bnt  to  vmndke^  a  gov- 
ernment." 

Gen.  Jami^^on  was,  on  the  fifth 
ballot,  chosen  I'resident.  At  tho 
evening  session  of  tlie  first  day,  Uon. 
i  John  A.  Elmore,  a  Commissioner 
from  Alabama,  and  lion.  Charles 
Hooker,  a  Oommissioner  from  IAja- 
siaeippi,  were  introdnoed  by  the  Pres- 
ident, and  snocessively  addressed  the 
Convention — of  comiise^  in  &vor  of 
prompt  and  unconditional  Seoesdon. 
Mr.  Elmore  said : 

"  I  am  iMtnieted  by  the  Governor  of  AIsf 

bama  to  say  that  he  desires,  and,  he  bo- 


partio;4,  if  ix>88ible,  at  liexing^ton,  Louisville^ 
ato,  eta,  to  express  in  atrang  langusge  their  de> 
tennination  to  staad  bf  the  Union  ?  Now  ia  the 
time  for  y.nlutary  nctinn.  and  you  art'  tlio  man  to 
act.  I  inclose  somo  reHolutiuus,  wliich,  or  nofne 
aimSar  to  them,  I  should  be  happy  tu  nee 
adopted.  U.  Ci^t." 

"To  tien.  Lhub  Coims.'' 

'•Earlj  In  1860,  an  eminent  New  Toiir  law* 

yer  Ti.«it('d  Charloi^tou  professiotially,  and  was 
detaiuod  in  that  city  several  weeks,  mingling 
fk«ely  with  her  dttzens  and  tlie  guests  at  her 
principal  hotel  Though  never  a  candidate  for 
ofBoe,  ho  took  a  \v:irrn  ii)t»>rest  in  public  afiairs, 
and  bad  always  acted  with  tho  '  Whig,'  'Ameri- 


can,' or  '  Conservative'  par^.  Soon  after  hia  re- 
turn to  Now  York,  pome  c»ld  apsocirttt-s  od!«'d  to 
cout^ult  him  on  political  aflairs,  and  were  as- 
tounded to  hear  that  hia  views  liad  undoigone  a 
complete  cliange.  "What  ran  tliat  mean?" 
"It  nifnns  tlii.«."  was  his  welln-on.sidt'n'd  reply; 
"  that  I  have  spent  Uie  paat  month  in  tho  South; 
diat  I  And  the  UnioD  a  aham;  tiiat  wa  aie^  in 
ffTcct.  two  ]icoples,  botwwn  whom  an  early  war 
is  inevitable;  and  that,  in  that  war,  I  mean  to 
stand  by  my  own  hearth  and  Idadzed.  Good 
morning,  gentleniani" 

•*  Since,  Confederate  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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BeTOS,  our  Btate  desires  (and  I  unite  my 
voice  with  bitn  iu  tliat  opinion),  that  the  ac- 
tion uf  the  Convention  be  immediate  and 
prompt.  [Applause.]  It  will  give  the  cause 
strength,  not  only  in  Alabama,  as  we  be- 
lieve, .and  of  which  1  liuve  a  riglit  to  speak, 
but  I  believe  it  will  give  the  cause  strength 
in  the  other  States,  which  are  united  With 
you  in  sjentiment." 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Tn^jlis,  it  was 
unanimously,  and  amid  tremendous 
cheerinj^, 

"  Hetolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
OoDTention  that  the  State  of  South  Carolina 
should  fortliwith  secede  from  the  Fo<kTal 
Union,  kuowu  as  tiie  United  States  of 
Amerioa." 

Tlie  small-pox  then  ngmg  in  Co- 
lonibia,  the  Conventioii  fidjonme^  to 
*  Seoeadon  Hall'  in  Oharlerton,  where 
it  met  next  day.  Mr.  Bnchanan's 
last  Annual  Message  ha^^ng  been  re- 
ceived. Judge  Magrath,  of  Cliurh  ston, 
oflercd  the  followiuj;,  wliic-h  was 
debate  d  next  day,  but  does  not  seem 
to  have  passed : 

"  Hf  oohetl,  That  so  much  of  the  Messnge  * 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  ti»  re- 
lates to  what  he  designates  the  property  of 
the  T'liitcd  States  in  South  Carolina,  bo  re- 
ferred to  a  Cuniniitteo  to  report  of  what  such 
property  consists,  how  the  same  was  ac- 
qniret!,  or,  whether  the  purposes  for  which 
it  was  so  acquired  can  be  enjoyed  by  the 
United  States  after  the  State  of  South  Caro-  \ 
lina  shall  have  seceded,  consistently  with  the 
dignity  and  safety  of  the  State;  and  that 
■aid  Committee  further  report  tlie  value  of 
the  property  of  the  United  States  not  in 
Sonni  Onrotlna,  and  the  ralne  of  the  share 
thcToofto  wliicli  Siitith  Carolina  may  bo  en- 
titled upon  an  equal  division  thereof  among 
the  States.  [Glreat  spplaase  in  the  galleries."] 

The  President  announced  an  ad- 
dress from  a  portion  of  the  Legisla- 
tnre  of  Georgia,  which  he  thought 
ahonld  not  be  made  public ;  bo  it  was 
not.  It  wm  afterwud  understood  to 
be  an  appeal  from  fifty-two  members 
of  said  LeyBlatnre  for  delay  and  con- 
sultatfon  among  the  Slave  States. 

The  next  day,  Hon^  J.  A.  Elmore 


commnnicated  a  dispatdi  from  (lie 
Gkyvemor  of  Alabama,  in  these  words : 

'^MoNTOOMSBT,  AiJi.,  Dso.  17(  1860. 

"  Tell  the  Convention  to  listen  to  DO  prop- 
oaitiou  of  compromise  or  delay. 

«A.  B.  MooBB." 

Among  the  utterances  of  this  Oon- 

vention,  the  following  seem  eepedally 

significant  and  memonible: 
Mr.  Parker  said : 

"Mr.  President,  it  appears  to  me,  with 
proat  deference  to  the  opinions  that  have 
been  expressed,  that  thejmblic  tuind  i»  fully 
made  up  to  the  great  oecasion  that  now 
awaits  us.  It  ia  uo  spasmodic  effart  that  ha* 
come  sudden li/  vpon  us;  ithax  hi  en  (jrudtMUff 
culminating /or  a  long  period  of  thirty  yeait^ 
At  hut,  it  ifuu  come  to  Uuxt  point  where  «m 
may  say,  the  matter  is  entimif  righV* 

Mr.  IngliB  said : 

"Mr.  President,  if  there  is  any  gentleman 
present  who  wishes  to  debate  this  matter,  of 
course  this  hody  will  hear  him.  Bnt,  ss  to 
delay  for  tlie  piir|)0se  of  (li.Hcussion.  1,  for 
one,  am  opposed  to  it.  Aa  my  friend  (Mr. 
Parker)  has  sidd,  most  ef  «•  have  had  this 
matter  under  consideration  for  the  last 
twenty  years;  and  I  presume  that  we  have, 
by  this  time,  arrived  at  a  deobkm  upon  the 
subject," 

And  ITon.  Lawrence  M.  Keitt — 

'•^  I  hire  "been  engaricd  in  this  morcment 
ever  since  I  entered  political  life,  I  am  con- 
tent with  what  has  been  done  tO-day,  and 
with  what  will  take  place  to-morrow.  We 
have  carried  the  body  of  this  Union  to  its 
last  resting-place,  and  now  wo  ~n'ill  drop  the 
flag  over  its  grave.  After  that  ia  done,  I 
am  ready  to  adjourn,  and  leave  the  remain- 
ing oerenMwiee  for  to-monow." 

And  Mr.  Bobert  Barnwell  Khetfc— 

"The  Seces.sion  of  South  Carolina  is  not 
an  event  of  a  day.  Jt  is  not  anything  pr<h 
dueed  hy  Mr.  lAntohCe  election,  or  hy  tibe 
Hon  ext'i'ution  of  the  Fnpitivo  Slave  Law. 
It  has  been  a  matter  which  has  been  gather- 
ing head  for  thirty  years.  •  •  •  The 
point  in  which  I  diHer  from  my  friend  ia 
this:  lie  says  he  tiiought  it  exi>edieat  to 
put  this  preat  questloii  before  the  world  upon 
this  simple  matter  of  wrongs— on  the  ques- 
tion of  Slavery ;  and  that  question  turned 
Upon  the  F'upitive  Slave  Law.  Now,  in  re- 
gard to  the  Fnpitive  Slave  Law.  I  niv«elf 
doubted  its  constitutionality,  and  doubted  it 
on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  when  I  was  a 
member  *of  that  body*  The  States,  aeting 
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in  their  soverei^  capacity,  should  be  re- 
BPunsiblo  lor  tlio  reudiiion  of  fugitive  slaves. 
Ttalt  WM  our  best  flecnrily.'* 

It  WM,  on  motioiL  <^  lir.  Hayne, 

roflolved  that  a  ComimeBioiier  be  Bent 

to  each  Slave  State^  Tfith  a  copy  of 

the  SeceaeioTi  Onlinance,  with  a  v-iew 

to  hasten  coiiperation  on  tlie  part  of 

those  States;  also,  that  three  Com- 

niissiioncra  be  pent  to  Wa>hingt4.>n, 

with  a  copy  of  the  same,  to  be  laid 

before  the  Breeident,  to  treat  for  the 

delivery  of  the  United  States  property 

in  Sonih  Carolina  over  to  the  State, 

on  the  subject  of  the  PabHe  Debt, 

etc. 

The  Ordinance  of  Socea^inn  was 
reported  from  a  C^oiiiinittee  of  seven 
on  the  lourtli  day  (Dec.  20tli),  and 
inimediatelv  parsed,  without  dissent. 
(Yeas  169.)  It  is  in  the  following 
vorde: 

**An  Ordinemee  to  dinohe  tha  Unioni&- 

txtetii  tJtc  State  of  S'ntfJt  Carolina,  an-l  other 
State*  united  tcU/i  her  uwh  r  the  compact  en- 
titUdthe  Conatitution  of  ths  United  Statet 

qf  Ainrrira  : 

**  We,  the  people  of  tlio  State  of  South  Caro- 
liim,  in  Oonveatloii assembled,  do  declare  and 

onlain,  ami  it  ishflreby  declared  and  ordained, 
that  the  Ordinance  adopted  by  iis  in  COn- 
Tention,  on  the  23d  d.iy  of  May.  in  tin.'  yoar 
of  our  Lord  IT^S,  whi-n-by  tin-  I'dnstitutiDU 
of  the  United  States  of  Ajnoriea  \va>  ratitied, 
and  also  nil  Acts  and  partji  of  Acts  of  the 
General  A-.,-*ernbly  of  this  State  ratifying:  the 
amendments  of  the  said  Constitution,  are 
hereby  repealed;  and  that  the  Union  now 
subsisting  WwMa  South  Carolina  and  other 
States,  nnder  the  name  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  ia  hereby  (Uasolved.'* 

A  foraial  ^Declaration  of  Canses, 
which  induced  the  Secession  of  South 

Cantliiia,"  was  in  like  manuCT  report- 
ed and  adopted.  Its  substance  and 
force  are  entirclv  derived  from  and 
grounded  on  the  alleij^ed  iniidelity  of 
tlieFree  States  to  their  constitutional 
obligations  witli  respect  to  Slavery, 
but  more  especially  in  the  non-rendi- 
tion of  fugitive  sjaves.  XTew  Yorh, 


among  other  States,  is  herein  charged 
(of  course  by  mistake)  with  having 
passed  acts  to  ob^^truet  the  return  of 
such  fugitives.  Indiana  and  Illinois 
are  likewise  among  the  States  thus 
erroneously  accused.  The  OoDsfcitiK 
tion  is  pronounced  a  compact  between 
soYereign  States^  and  ib»  OoiiTentioii 
prooeeda: 

"  "We  maintain  tliat,  in  every  compact  be- 
tween two  or  inure  parties,  the  oblii^atiou  is 
mutual ;  that  the  finlare'of  one  of  the  ood> 
tractins;  parties  to  perform  a  material  partof 
the  agreement,  entirely  releases  the  oblig»> 
tton  of  the  other ;  and  tJiat,  where  no  arbi- 
ter is  ])rovided.  eacli  party  is  retnitted  to  his 
own  judgment  to  determine  the  fact  of  fail- 
ure, vith  all  its  oooaeqiieBoei.*' 

'  '"Ko  grievaiMse  of  any  name  or  na- 

tnre  i^^  alleged  orinsinuated,  but  such 
as  flow  from  anti-Slavery  feeling  and 
action  in  the  Free  States,  culmina- 
ting in  the  election  of  Lincoln.  The 
Dei'laration  concludes  as  follows : 

"We,  therefore,  the  people  of  South  C.iro- 
lina,  by  our  delegates  in  Convention  anseju- 
bli'd,  a])pealin<^  to  the  Supremo  Judu'e  of  tlio 
world  for  the  rectitude  of  our  intentions, 
have  solemnly  declared  that  the  Union  here- 
tofore existing  between  this  State  and  the 
other  States  of  North  America  is  dissKilved, 
and  that  the  State  of  South  Carolina  has  re- 
sumed her  position  among  the  nations  of 
the  world,  as  a  separate  and  independent 
State,  with  full  power  to  levy  war.  conclude 
peace,  contract  aliianoea,  eatablish  com- 
merce^ and  to  do  all  other  acts  and  things 
which  independent  States  may  of  right  do.** 

On  moti  on  of  Mr.  W.  F.  I>e  Sana* 

sure,  it  was  further 

"  Iletolved^  That  the  passage  of  the  Ordi- 
nance be  proolaimed  by  the  Mug  of  artU- 
lery  and  the  rintring  <j£  the  bells  of  the  city, 
and  such  other  demooatrations  as  tlie  people 
may  deem  appropriate  on  the  passage  of  the 
great  act  of  delivcranoo  and  liberty?* 

The  President,  at  a  qtiartcr  past 
1,  announced  that  the  Ordinance 
had  unanimously  passed  ;  wliereiipon 
there  bur.-t  forth  a  pent-up  llv>od  of 
congratulatory  and  jubilant  speeches, 
and  then  the  Convention  adjourned, 
to  meet  again  in  the  eTening  for  a 
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mero  ibnnal  ntifieatioii,  at  whieh 
the  Governor**  and  Legidatare  were 

invited  to  attend.  Then  and  there, 
the  Ordinance,  having  been  duly  en- 
grosvscd,  was  read  by  the  President, 
tlien  sin^ned  by  all  the  delegates  in 
alphiiht'tical  order,  and  tlier(Mij)on 
diapluyed  by  the  l*resident  to  the  eu- 
tirafiiaBtie  emwd,  vitii  a  deolaration 
that  the  Stote  of  Sonth  Carolina  is 
now  and  benoeforth  a  free  and  in- 
dependent  commonwealth."  And 
then,  with  wild,  prolonged,  exalting 
huzzas,  the  assemblage  dispersed; 
and  the  Charleston  pii)>ei-s  begun  to 
print  tlieneetbrth  tlicir  daily  quantum 
of  intelligence  from  the  non-seceding 
States  as  "  Foreigu  JN^ews." 

Georgia,  as  was  arranged  and  ex- 
pected, was  the  first  State  to  follow 

South  Carolina  in  her  iktal  plunge. 
Her  new  Legislature,  moved  by  an 
impassioned  Message  from  lier  (iover- 
nor,  .loseph  E.  Brown,  ])a>sed'*  a  bill 
appropriating  $1,000, (too  to  arm  and 
equip  the  State ;  and,  on  the  18th,  a 
bill  calling  a  Convention  of  delegates, 
to  be  chosen  in  the  several  connties 
on  the  2d  of  Jannary  ensuing,  and  to 
meet  one  week  thereafter.  The  Con- 
vention bill  passed  by  a  unanimous 
Tote;  the  Convention  thus  chosen 
and  convened  finally  passed"  an  Ordi- 
nance of  Secession :  Yeas  208  ;  Xays 
89.    Tlie  names  of  A.  II.  Stephens 

"  Fniiicis  W.  Pinkcnf.  nowly  chosf  n  by  the 
LcgiaLtturo;  au  original  ^ullilier  and  lilb-long 
IXnmlMiist,  "bom  inienaiUe  to  fear."  He  was 
in  rnuf.n"tss  (TToiifso)  from  1^35  to  1S43;  sent  as 
Minister  to  Russia  by  Kuchaium  in  1853. 

"NovemlMr  IS,  1860.  "Jnnnarj  18,  1861. 
''A  sad  thiij;^  to  ol"^t>rve  is,  that  those  who 
are  determijaed  oa  immediato  soccsiiioD  bare  not 
fhe  oooliieaB,  the  oapM^,  or  the  nerve,  to  pro. 
BOW  aomethlng  aflf  r  that.  V^c  must  secede,  it 
U  said;  iMlt,  what  then  wo  are  to  do.  nobwly 
knows,  or,  nt  lca,«t,  nobody  says.  Tlas  is  ex- 
tremaly  fooUab,  aad  more  \nck«d  tbaa  foolish. 


and  Hsndiel  Y.  JohnBon,  late  Doug- 
las leaders  in  the  South,  were  reooided 
among  the  Kays.** 

Alabama  was  held  back  by  a  scru- 
ple on  the  part  of  her  Governor, 
Andrew  B.  Moore,  who  deeliiied  to 
act  decisivelv  until  the  Presidential 
Electors  in  the  several  States  had 
met,  and  a  majority  cast  their  votes 
inr  linoob.  He  isaned  bia  call  on 
the  6th,  and  the  election  of  delegates 
was  held  on  the  24th  of  December. 
The  Secessionists  claimed  a  popular 
majority  of  50,00*  I  in  the  votes  of  the 
several  counties;  hut  when  the  Con- 
vention" j)a*'eed  an  (Ordinance  of  Se- 
cession "  bv  a  vote  of  01  to  39,  it  was 
claimed  that  tlie  minority,  being 
mainly  from  the  Northern  coantiee, 
where  the  free  population  is  propor- 
tionally fiur  mere  numerous  than 
among  the  great  plantations  of  the 
South,  represented  mov^freemen  than 
did  the  majority. 
I  Florida,  through  her  Legislature, 
voted  "  to  call  a  Convention.  That 
Convention  met  at  Tallahassee,'^  and 
passed  '*  an  Ordinance  of  Secession : 
Yeas  62 ;  Nays  7.  SeTeral  delegates 
elected  espreeely  as  Unionists  Toted 
for  Secession. 

Mississippi  assembled  her  Legisla- 
ture, on  the  call  of  Gov.  John  J.  Pet- 
tus,  at  Jackson ;  and  a  Convention 
was  thereby  called  to  meet  at  the 
same  place,  January  7th ;  and  a  Se- 

All  sorts  of  basioees  are  going  to  wreck  aad 

ruin,  becMiae  of  the  tnjoertahitjr  of  the  flitnrai 

No  stiitesmanship  has  ever  been  cxhihitod  ytt, 
so  far  as  we  know,  by  those  who  will  dissolve 
the  Uuion.  South  Csrolina  considers  it  her  poli- 
cy to  create  a  collision  with  the  Federal  autliOti> 
tics  /or  tfie  purjwse  of  arou-ting  the  Sovih  fivm  hv 
slumber.  Never  was  there  a  greater  mistake." 
— Auguaia  iOa.)  ChroMcle  and  ikatmel,  Januair 

*^  Assembled  at  Mcmtgomerj,  Janoaiy  Tth. 

"January  11, 1861.       "December  1,  1860. 
**  Januaiy  S,  186L       ■*  Jaauary  lath. 
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two  days  thefeafter :  Yeas  84 ;  Nays 
15.  ^Nfississippi  having,  next  to 
Soutli  Carolina,  the  hirirest  propor- 
tional Slave  population  of  any  State 
in  the  Union,  it  is  probable  that  this 
iMjtion  more  nearly  conformed  to  the 
real  Bentbnent  of  her  reading,  govem- 
xng  elaaS)  than  that  oi  any  other  State 
which  IB  claimed  aa  having  eeoeded. 

In  Looiaiana,  Gor.  ^Hionias  O. 
^f<  )ore,  an  extensive  ])lanter  andslaye- 
holder,  cherishing  tlio  projudices  of 
In'si  dass^  called"  her  ticw  Legislature 
to  meet  at  Uaton  Uoui;«%  DoccMiiber 
loth.  This  lost  no  time  in  eullin;L?^'  a 
Convention,  by  which  an  Ordinance  of 
Seoeasion  was  passed:"  Yeaa  103; 
Kays  17.  But  a  Nev  Orleans  jonmal, 
which  had  not  yet  fiUlen  into  treason, 
confidently  asserted  that  a  majority 
of  the  ]>co)  )le  who  voted  for  delegates 
to  that  Convention  had  voted  for 
Union  delejj^ate-;,  and  clialleiii^ed  the 
Secessionists  to  publish  and  serutini/.e 
the  popular  vote.  This  tliey  were 
finally  impelled  to  do,  liguriug  out  a 
small  majority  f<Mr  Iheir  own  ude.  It 
was  plain  that,  while  every  Secession- 
ist voted  and  many  Unionists  ab- 
st^ned,  the  vote  for  Union  and  that 
for  Secession  delegates  were  just 
about  equal.  As  made  up  by  the  Se- 
cessionists, they  stood :  Ft »r  Sceossion, 
20,443;  Against  it,  17,290.  The 
vote  for  Secession  is  only  two-fifths 
of  the  vote  cast  for  President  just 
before.  The  Convention  refitaed — 
84  to  45 — to  submit  their  act  to  a 
vote  of  the  people. 

In  Texas,  a  Convention — called,  as 
wo  have  seen — assembled  at  Austin, 
January  28th,  passed  **  an  Ordinance 
of  Secession :  Yeas  106 ;  Nays  7.  T/ds 


passed  by  it  I  ordinance  was  submitted  to  a  popular 


■> November  2G,  I860. 


17,  1860. 


vote,  and  ratified  by  a  considerable 

majority ;  it  being  very  much  safer, 
in  most  districts,  to  vote  Secession 
tlian  not  at  all,  and  not  to  vote  at  all 
than  to  vote  Union. 

Arkansas,  in  Bj)itfe  of  her  Govern- 
or's reticence,  was  blest  with  a  Con- 
vention;** her  Legislature  voting  a 
call  for  one;  but  her  popular  vote 
showed  a  Union  majority,  and  the 
conspirators  were  baffled  for  the  tinie. 

North  Carolina  was  under  the  rule, 
but  not  at  iirst  under  the  control,  of 
the  con>}>irators.  Amonrr  the  dis- 
patehes  flying,  tliiclc  liail,  over  the 
South  the  day  after  Lincoln's  election, 
was  the  following: 

"Balsioh,  N.  0.,  Not.  7,  1860. 
**  Tho  Governor  and  GonnoU  ore  in  aeasion. 

The  people  -AW  very  itiiich  ezoitod.  Ntrth 

Carolinu  U  ready  to  seeedeJ** 

The  Governor  (John  W.  Ellis)  and 
Legislature  being  of  the  Breckinridge 
school  of  Democracy,  it  a\  as  easy  to 
call  a  Convention,  but  dillifult  to 
assemble  one  without  giving  the  Peo- 
ple some  voice  in  the  premises.  And 
they,  upon  the  appointed  day  of  elec- 
tion, not  only  chose  a  strong  majority 
of  Union  delegates,  but  voted  farther 
(for  fear  of  what  m^tjhf  happen)  that 
the  Convention  should  not  meet  at 
all.  Yet  that  same  Cnnvcntion  was, 
directly  atU'r  the  reduction  of  Sum- 
ter, called  together,  and  voted  the 
State  out  of  the  Union  I 

So,  in  Virginia,  where  Ck>v.  Letcher 
had  early  and  heartily  entered  into 
the  counseb  of  the  Disunionists,  the 
Legislature  was  called  by  him  to  meet 
in  extra  session  at  Richmond  on  the 
7th  of  January,  which  it  did,  and  " 
passed  a  bill  calling  a  Convention; 


"  February  1, 1861. 
HJ«pini7lS,1861i 


**  Norenber  16^  199^ 
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bat  the  people  retained  an  over- 
whdming  Union  majority;  which, 
so  late  as  April  Aih^  by  89  to  45, 
decided  not  to  pass  an  Qidinanoe  of 

Secession. 

Miwouri,  under  Gov.  C.  F.  Jack- 
son's rule,  bad  a  Democratic  Leg^isla- 
ture,  which  voted  ^*  to  call  a  Conven- 
tion ;  bat  that  body,  when  oonTened, 
was  finmd  to  be  decidedly  and  in> 
fleribly  Union.  The  pietended  Se- 
oeasion  of  the  State,  some  time  aftcr- 
waid,  was  the  M  ork  of  unauthorized 
persons,  and  had  not  a  shadow  of 
legal  validity. 

So,  Tennes«iGC,  wliose  Legislature 
met  January  7th,  though  her  Govern- 
or, Isham  G.  Harris,  was  thoroughly 
with  the  Bisonionlirts,  ooold  not  be 
indnoed  to  talce  the  fiiBt  step  in  their 
eompany." 

In  Kentacky,  tlie  open  Seoeasion- 
iflta  were  but  a  handful,  and  were  un- 
able to  make  any  show  of  strengtli  in 
the  Legislature.  Tlie  ft;w  t^lave- 
traders,  some  Bcions  of  the  planting 
aristocracy,  with  quite  a  number  of 
politicians  of  bygone  eminence  and 
power  (many,  if  not  most,  of  them 
'  Whigs'  of  other  days),  were  early  en- 
listed in  the  movement,  and  sought 
to  connterbalanee,  if  not  conceal, 
their  paucity  of  numbers  by  intense 
bitterness  and  preternatural  activity. 
They  were  enabled,  through  the 
timidity  and  twaddling  of  the  leading 
politicians  who  had  supplanted  them  in 


place  and  powe^,  to  exert  a  balefhl 

influence  over  ike  coarse  of  their 
State  throughout  the  ensuing  year, 
but  never  to  drive  or  lore  her  to  the 
brink  of  Secesi^ion. 

So,  in  Maryland,  which  was  early 
visited  by  emissaries  from  the  st  cedcd 
States,  who  e-xerted  every  art  to  drag 
her  after  them  into  the  abyss.  They 
were  patiently,  respectfully  treated ; 
feasted  and  toasted  by  thearistooratio 
few,  but  nowise  encouraged  or  eym- 
pathized  with  by  the  great  body  of 
the  industrious  clashes.  Gov,  Thomas 
II.  Hicks,  though  a  slaveholder,  and 
not  very  determined  nor  consistent 
in  his  (!ourse  at  the  outset  of  the  Re- 
bellion, met  the  original  appeal  for 
Secession  with  a  dedded  reba£ 
B^ng  strongly  memorialiased  to  oon- 
yme  the  Lsgialatore  in  extra  session, 
he  responded**  as  follows : 

"  Identified,  as  I  am,  by  birth,  and  every 
other  tic,  with  the  South — a  slaveholder,  and 
feeling  as  warmly  for  my  native  State  as  any 
man  can  do— I  am  yet  compellfd  by  my  sense 
of  fair  dealing,  and  my  respect  for  the  Con- 
stitution of  our  country,  to  declare  that  I  see 
nothing  in  the  bare  election  of  Mr.  Lincoln 
which  wonld  jostify  the  South  in  taking  an7 
steps  tending  towaid  a  .'-cparation  of  theee 
States.  Mr.  Lincoln  beitig  elected,  I  am 
willing  to  await  further  results.  If  he  will 
administer  fhe  Government  in  a  proper  and 
patriotic  maimer,  we  are  all  bound  to  :Mib- 
niit  to  his  Administration,  much  an  wo  may 
have  opposed  liis  election. 

"As  an  individual,  I  will  very  cheerfully 
sustain  him  in  well- doing,  because  uiy  suf- 
fering country  will  be  benefited  by  a  oonsti* 
tutional  administration  of  the  (iovomment. 
If,  on  the  contrary,  ho  shall  abuse  the  trust 


••January  16,  1861. 

"  77«  NdshviUe  Banner,  a  leading  journal  of 
the  old  Whig  school,  oontainc<l  late  iu  January, 
ISSQ^  tbe  fidbnvfa^f  warning  of  the  treacherous 
sohemea  that  wtn  ttm  iTn'**ii'****"g  in  Ten- 
nessee: 

**Let  erery  true,  honest  dtfawn  of  flte  South 

beware.  The  vilest,  most  damnable,  deep-laid 
and  treacherous  conspiracy  that  was  ever  eon- 
^OOOted  in  the  busy  brain  of  the  most  designing 
knave,  it  being  hatched  to  destroy  his  liberties 


bj  tweaking  up  this  Oovemment.  If  the  people 
do  not  rise  in  their  strength  and  put  bade  fheee 

meddlintj  politirians,  the  latter  will  chloroform 
tlioin  with  seetiun-'d  prejudice,  and  then  rido  over 
them  rnngh-sliod  before  they  can  recover  from 
the  aarootic.  The  political  tricksters,  who  see 
their  power  slipping  ftom  their  gra.sp,  are  play- 
hig  a  desperate  gnine,  nnd  will  not  'lose  a  trick' 
if  they  can  help  iL  Let  houest  men  see  that  the 
donUeidealera  do  not  *  sloQictlw  oaida."* 

"November  27, 1861. 
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confiflod  to  him,  T  shulf  be  found  as  ready 
and  duti^rmined  as  smy  other  man  to  arrc^^t 
him  in  his  wrong  caanu,  and  to  aeek  re- 
dress of  oar  gxMvanoea  bj  anj  and  all 
proper  moans." 

Delaware  had,  in  1858,  chosen 

Wflliam  Burton  (Demoerat)  for  Gov 

emor  hj  7,758  votea  to  7,544  for  his 

Opposition  rival ;  Democracy  in  Del- 
aware being  almost  exclusively  based 
on  Slavery,  and  ha\dng  at  length  car- 
ried the  State  bv  its  aid.  The  creat 
l)()dy  of  the  party,  under  the  lead  of 
Senator  James  A.  Bayard,  had  sup- 
ported Breckinridge,  and  were  still 
in  sympathy  with  his  fiiflods'  Yiew  of 
'Sonthem  Bights,'  bat  not  to  the 
extent  of  approTing  South  Oaiolina 
remedies.  Their  Legislature  met  at 
Dover,  J  anuary  S,  1861.  Gov.  Bur- 
ton, in  his  Afessage,  said: 

The  cause  of  all  the  tronble  is  the  per- 
sistent war  of  the  Abolitionists  upon  more 
t&an  two  billions  of  ])ri»iperty;  a  wiir  wiiged 
from  pulpits,  rostrums,  and  schools,  by  press 
and  pcoplo--all  teaehfnif  Hiat  Slavery  is  a 
crime  ami  a  sin,  until  it  has  hecoine  the 
opinion  of  a  portion  of  one  section  of  the 
coQiitiy.  The  only  remedy  for  the  evils 
now  tlireatening  is  a  radical  ehange  nf  pub- 
lic feiitiment  in  ref?ard  to  the  whole  (ques- 
tion. The  Nurth  should  retire  ftom  ita 
tenable  position  immediately." 

Mr,  Dickenson,  Commissioner  from 
Mississijipi,  liaving  addressed  the  two 
Houses  jointly  in  advocacy  of  Seces- 
sion, they  passed,  directly  thereafter, 
separately  and  unanimously,  the  fol- 
lowing: 

lii^'hed,  That,  having  extended  to  the 

ITon.  n.  Diokcnson,  Commissioner  from 
Ibiississippi,  the  courtesy  dne  him  as  the 
representative  of  a  iovereign  State  of  the 
confederacy,  as  well  as  to  the  State  ho 
represents,  we  deem  it  proper,  and  due  to 
qondves  and  the  people  of  Delaware,  to 
ekpress  our  unqualified  disapproval  of  the 
rmed]/  for  the  existing  difficulties  suggested 
by  the  resolntfoiui  of  tiie  Legislature  of  ICis- 
aissippL" 


Before  the  opening  of  1861,  a  per- 
fect reign  of  terror  had  been  estab- 
lished tliroughout  the  Gulf  States. 
A  secret  order,  known  as  "Knights 
of  the  Golden  Circle,"  or  as  "Knights 
of  the  Columbian  Star,"  succeeding 
tiiat  known,  six  or  seven  years  ear- 
lier, as  the '  Order  of  the  Lone  Star,' 
haying  for  its  ostensible  object  the 
acquisition  of  Cuba,  Mexico^  and  Oen- 
tral  America,  and  the  establishment 
of  Slavery  in  the  two  latter,  but  really 
operating  in  the  interest  of  Disunion, 
had  spread  its  network  of  Iodides, 
grips,  passwords,  and  alluring  myste- 
ry, all  over  the  South,  and  had  rami- 
fications even  in  some  of  the  cities  of 
the  adjoining  Free  States.  Other 
dnbs,  more  or  less  secret,  were  hnown 
as  *The  Precipitators,'  'Vigilance 
Committee,'  *  Minute  Men,'  and  by 
kindred  designations;  bnt  all  of 
them  were  sworn  to  fidelitv  to 
'Southern  Rights;'  while  their  mem- 
bers were  gradually  ])repared  and 
ripened,  wherever  any  ripening  was 
needed,  for  the  task  of  treason.  Who- 
ever ventured  to  condemn  and  rapu* 
diato  Secession  as  the  true  and  sover- 
eign rcTTifdy  for  Southern  wrongs,  in 
any  neighborhood  where  Slavery  was 
dominant,  was  thenceforth  a  marked 
man,  to  be  stigmatized  and  hunted 
doWn  as  a  '  Lincolnite,'  '  Submission- 
ist,'  or  'Abolitionist.'  One  refugee 
planter  from  Southeni  Alabama,  liim- 
self  a  slaveliolder,  but  of  nordiem 
birth,  who  barely  escaped  a  violent 
death,  because  of  an  Interaqrted  let- 
ter from  a  relative  in  Conneictiouty 
urging  him  to  free  his  slaves  and 
return  to  the  North,  as  he  had  })rom- 
ised,  stated  '*  that  be  had  himself  been 


*•  To  Mr.  0.  J.  Victor,  author  of  '  The  ffiatory 

of  th^  Snulfiem  R-'hcllion,^  who  know  him  woU, 
and  vouches  for  his  iutegritjr.   (See  his  ToL  L, 


p.  134.)  See  to  the  same  effect  the  testimony  of 
Hon.  A.  J.  Hnmilffii),  of  T  •xfi«.  Wow  Mr.  Aiiphoy, 
o(  Mississippi,  and  liuudreds  of  others.  South- 
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obliged  to  join  the '  Mimite  Men'  of 
his  neighborhood  for  sa&tj,  and  had 
thus  been  compelled  to  aseist  in 
hanging  six  men  of  Korihem  birth 
becanae  of  their  Union  sentiments; 
and  he  perBOnally  knew  that  not  le^^s 
than  one  hundrnl  men  had  been  Ining 
in  Iii^  section  of  tlie  State  and  in  the 
adjoining  section  of  Georgia,  during 
the  six  weeks  which  preceded  his  es- 
cape in  December,  I860. 

When,  therefore,  the  time  at  length 
anxred,^  in  pnrsiiance  of  a  formal  in- 
Titation  from  South  Carolina,  for  the 
assembling  at  Montgomery  of  a  Con- 
vention of  delegates  from  all  the 
States  which  sliould,  l>v  that  time, 
have  seceded  from  the  Union,  with  a 
view  to  the  formation  of  a  new  Con- 
federacy, tiie  States  vhidi  had  united 
in  the  movement  were  as  foUows : 

flonfk  QwmiM.   m!3i3 

e««n|l».   f.'Aii97  46i.8Jlt  1,<NrT.»29 

Alnhams   «1M;«  9«4.'a>(i 

MlMlsMppU.   8:u.7oi)  4;i«K*'ii6  Vi\;-m 

L4><iiBbtiia   aTr..v'S()  88«.i>10  W.aK> 

FIi>ri<)a   7s. 'WO  ei.TM 

Tejcasi*   4..'I.7.V)  l»0.ft?2  ttHM'l 

Total  Seceded   2,656.MS    2312.04a  4.06:\i>»4 

Voa^MeMahmSlaAM  fi[«i[oo5  1.688^  un^SM 

IWriSlmflMM  SjntMl  MSOMI  UlM0,>9e 

•  TeSM  had  ee«cd»;<l ;  but  her  dcK-Ktites  bad  not  reached 
MoMgoawj  wlMB  Uu  tba*  arrtTtid  for  oigulsiiiff  the 


The  Slave  States  andBisfanctfrhich 
had  noi  united  in  the  movement,  were 
as  foUows: 

Stait*.  fWC  y/.Trf..  Tola;. 

Arkiinstna   824,8^  lll,ltt4  4!i.'..»2T 

K.lawiirp   UiUiO  1.7IH  lli'.M3 

Kintiukv    sm:ti?i  «2&,4l>o  l.UAHS 

Marvlaml   .^9^t.^4«  87.1  •'S  f.><7,lW4 

Mi.«.i..uri   1,(K;7.8.VJ  \HM<A 

North  C^llDa.   e«l.fi8«  88t.<m  m.M7 

TcnneuM   6&i,0(B  1,10».84T 

Vininlii.   M«K1M  494LSST  UMOW 

Dl£  CntamMa.   n,8M  %,VSi  7^W6 

ToM  c^iHw»   ]«Mt,«n  ^M^in 

So  that,  after  the  conspiracy  had 
had  complete  possession  of  the  South-  y 
ern  mind  fur  tlnoe  months,  with  the 
Soutlicrn  meni])er.s  of  the  Caliinet, 
..ourly  all  the  Federal  officers,  most  of 
the  Governors  and  other  State  func- 
tionaries, and  seven-eighths  of  the 
prominent  and  active  politicianB^ 
pushing  it  on,  and-  no  Ibroe  exerted 
against  nor  in  any  manner  threaten- 
ing to  resist  it,  a  majority  of  the 
Slave  States,  with  two-thirds  of  the 
free  population  of  the  entire  slave- 
hohling  region,  was  openly  and  posi- 
tively adverse  to  it;  either  because 
they  regarded,  the  alleged  grievances 
of  the  South  as  exaggerated  if  not 
unreal,  or  because  they  believed  thai 
those  wrongs  would  rather  be 
vated  than  cored  by  Dunnion. 


XXUI. 

ff 

"PEACE"  EFFORTS  AT  THE  NORTH. 

Lr  one  of  Beaumarehais's  come-  '  attendant  the  odd  question,  ''What 
dies,  a  green  reveler  in  every  advan-  have  I  done  that  I  should  enjoy  all 
tage  and  luxury  that  noble  birth  and  {  these  blessings?" — and  is  answered, 
boundless  wealth  can  secure,  asks  an  with  courtly  deference  and  suavity, 


unanimity  (in  certain  lor^nlitio?)  for  F^cos- 
iloa,  was  such  as  Tiotanco  aod  terror  have  often 
prodnoid  k  tarn  tit  tiis  most  unlTersally  de- 
tested awn  and  measures  all  over  the  world. 
Baoli  aa  aivanoft  fmaniadlgrwaa  doiibttsas 


curo<l,  but  at  the  expense  of  not  less  than  tan 
thousand  precious  lives,  taken  bocauso  the  vic- 
tims would  not  ooDoeal  and  deny  their  invincible 
affection  Ibr  llirir  whala  oooatqr* 
«Ilibniai7  4,1861. 
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V'      Your  ffiglmess  coudsBoended  to  be 

born." 

Tlie  people  of  the  United  States 
had,  u\  an  unexceptionablv  legal  and 
constitutional  manner,  cliosen  for 
their  President  an  eminently  eon>er- 
vative,  cautious,  moderate  citizen,  of 
blameiees  1I&  and  unambitiouB  spirit, 
born  in  daveholding  Kentnciky,  bnt 
now  residfint  in  itee  Illinoiay  who 
held,  with  Jefferson  and  nearly  all 
our  Revolutionary  sages  and  patriots, 
that  Human  Slavery  is  an  evil  wliirh 
oui,'lit  not  to  bo  diti'used  and  titrenjjth- 
ened  in  this  Nineteenth  Century  of 
Christian  light  and  love,  irereupon, 
the  ruling  oligarchy  in  certain  States, 
who  bad  done  nothing  to  prevent, 
bnt  mneh,  indirectly  yet  purposely, 
to  secure  this  result,  resolved  to  rend 
•  the  Eepublic  into  fragments,  tearing 
their  own  fragment  away  from  the  re- 
sidue. What  should  be  done  about  it  ? 

The  natural,  obvious  answer  springs 
at  once  to  every  unquiveriiig  lip — 
**Convmce  the  disturbers  tliat  their 
only  safe  course  is  to  desist  and  behave 
themselTeB.  They  might  have  had  a 
Ptesident  who  is  not  a  Republican, 
had  ihey  chosen :  having  done  their 
best  to  elect  one  who  they  must 
now  accept  the  result  they  have  con- 
tributed to  insure,  until  tlio. evolu- 
tions of  four  years  shall  hrins:  around 
the  o])])ortunity  for  another,  and,  if 
they  will,  a  more  acceptable  choice." 

Far  othorwiae  was  the  actual  re- 
sponse of  the  Bepnblic  to  her  spoOed 
childr^  and  iJieir  most  unreasonably 
factions  demonstration.  Instead  of 
treating  their  outbreak  as  eiil|)able 
and  flagrant  disloyalty,  to  1)0  rebuk- 
ed, abandoned,  repented,  and  <lcsist- 
ed  from,  the  first  im])ul>e  froTn  almost 
every  side  was  to  inquire  on  what 
term;3  and  by  what  meanb  they  could 


be  mollified,  bribed,  beseeched,  into 
remaining  peaceably  in  th(^  Union. 

This  was  but  following  in  the  beat- 
en track.    Vehement  thrcatts  of  se- 
cession and  dissolution  were  among 
the  establislied  means  whereby  an 
i  aristocracy  of  less  than  one-tentK  of 
the  American  people  hkd  ibr  six^ 
years  swayed,  almost  uninterruptedly, 
the  destinies  of  the  Nation.  Why 
should  they  not  again  resort  to  the 
exfHjdient  which  had  so  often  proved 
cflectnal  ?    AVhy  >lionld  not  the  re- 
sponse be  substantially  the  same  now 
it  had  hitherto  been  ?    And  why 
should  not  those  whose  succeiis  fur- 
nished the  pretext  for  this  treason 
be  charged  with  the  eWl,  and  incul- 
pated as  tiiemselves  the  traitors  f 

Had  not,  for  a  generation,  the  np- 
holding  f)f  a  rule  based  on  caste, 
and  a  denial  to  the  humblest  class 
of  all  political  rights  in  half  the 
Union,  and  of  all  social  and  civil,  as 
well  as  political,  rights  in  another 
third  of  it,  been  commended  and  glo- 
rified as  Democracy  t 

Had  not  eveiy  assertion,  however 
broad  and  general,  of  the  right  of 
each  rational  being  to  "  life,  liberty, 
and  the  pursuit  of  happiness,''  laoesk 
stigmatized  as  Sectionalism  f 

Had  not  a  sini]de  adhesion  to  the 
policy  of  Jefferson  and  the  fathers, 
as  to  Slavery  in  the  Territories,  been 
denounced  as  Radioalimi^  and  as 
making  war  on  fifteen  Stetes 

Had  not  ravaging  and  subjugating 
foreignlands,  widiintentto  curse  tilMm 
^nth  human  bondage,  been  glorified 
as "  extending  the  area  of  Freedom  T' ' 

Had  not  the  maintenance  of  the 
riglit-^  of  constitutional  majorities,  and 
of  the  duty  (►f  universal  submission  to 
the  popular  will,  constitutionally  as- 
certained aud  declared,  beeu  stigma- 
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tized  as  iucitiug  to  disunion  and 
anarchy  ? 

And  who  ooald  expect  that  half 
a  century  of  inch  ntter  pervenion  of 
the  plainest,  least  ecpuToeal,  most  ob- 
vions  terms,  ehonld  not  bear  bitter 
frnitf  The  inebriate,  who  fancies 
the  square  in  which  he  lives  revolving 
about  him,  and  gravely  holds  his 
latch-key  in  hand,  waiting  till  his 
dofir  shall  in  due  order  present  ittielf, 
labors  under  substantially  the  same 
haUncinatioii,  and  is  nsnally  certain 
to  eherish  it  nntil  he  awakes  to  pro- 


headache,  and  ramofse.' 

Nearly  forty  years  ago,  the  great 

and  good  Clianning,  after  listening  to 
Benjamin  Lundy.  wrote  to  Mr.  Web- 
ster in  ap[)reliension  that  tlie  South 
would  regard  and  resent  any  attempt 
at  the  N(jrth  to  promote  or  hasten 


the  removal  of  her  giant  curse  as  im- 
pelled by  hostiHty  or  ill-will,  though 
nothing  was  furtlier  firom  onr  inten- 
tion.' The  good  Doctor  can  scarcely 
have  read  i^th  adeqnate  attention, 
or  at  least  not  with  the  utmost  profit, 
the  urgent,  impassioned  adjurations 
of  the  demoniacs  to  the  Saviour  of 
mankind,  for  forbearance  htkI  'non- 
intervention.' "  Let  us  alone,''  was 
their  habitual  entreaty :  "  Wliat  have  j 
we  to  do  with  thee  il"  "  Art  thou  come  j 
to  torment  na  belbre  the  time?"  ITo 
delicacy  of  handling,  no  gentleness 
of  traatment,  oonld  have  padfied 
them :  they  most  be  left  undisturbed 
and  unobserved,  or  irritation  and  ez- 
citcnicnt  wore  unavoidable. 

Twenty  or  thirty  years  ago,  there 
existed  in  Charleston,  S.  C,  an  asso- 
ciation for  social  and  intellectual  en- 
joyment, known  as  *  The  "Wistar 


*  Yon  Muller,  one  of  the  present  King  of 
Prnsna'fl  grave  and  reverend  oouncUors  of 
state,  in  Us  yoanger  and  wittier  dajs,  oeMnra- 

ted  this  in%'ersion  of  tlio  perceptive  facuUios,  in 
Terses  stiU  popular  in  Germany,  and  which  have 
Into  English,  as  fbllowa : 


"OUT  OF  THE  TAVERN. 
"  Ont  of  the  tavwra  I  *ve  just  ateppcd  to-night : 
Street  I  you  nro  caaght  In  a  very  bad  p%ht; 
Kight  hand  and  left  are  both  out  of  plaofr— > 
Btrteil  fimafdtmkl — *tl8aTei7<ae«roaael 

**  Moon  1  't  is  a  very  queer  figure  you  cut — 
One  eje  is  staring,  whilst  l'  other  is  shut; 
Tipsy,  I  see;  and  you're  greatly  to  Uame: 
Old  as  you  are,  't  is  a  terrible  shame. 

"  Then  the  street  lamps — what  a  scandalous  sight! 
None  of  them  wbeTljr  etandini^  uprifi^t; 

Rooking,'  and  Hwi\K>reriiig — wliy.  on  my  WOPdi 
Ejtch  of  the  lamps  ia  a-^  drunk  as  a  lordi 

"All  is  cionfusiou — now  isn't  it  odd, 
/am  the  only  thing  sober  al)road  ?  , 
Sore  it  were  rash  with  tins  crew  to  remain ; 
Better  go  into  the  tavern  •gain.'* 

•  The  following  is  a  portion  of  Dr.  Chazming's 


"T^osToy,  May  14,  1328. 
"Mr  Dear  Sm: — I  wish  to  call  your  attention 
to  »  subject  of  general  inten^t. 

"A  little  while  ago^  Mr.  Luodj,  of  Baltiinore, 

23 


the  editor  of  a  paper  called  <  The  Ueoius  of  Uni- 
versal Bmandpation,'  visited  title  part  of  the 

country  to  Ptir  ua  up  to  the  work  of  aVwlipliing 
Slavery  at  the  South;  and  the  intention  is  to  or- 
ganize societies  for  this  purpose.  I  know  of  few 
ol^ieotB  ioto  wbidi  I  should  enter  with  more  leai; 
bat  I  am  aware  how  cantlouslj  exertions  are  to 
ho  mnrit!  for  it  in  this  part  of  the  country.  I 
know  that  our  Southern  brethren  interpret  every 
word  from  this  region  on  the  subject  of  Slavery 
as  an  oj^treasion  of  hostility.  I  would  aal^  if 
they  oMitiot  Im  Imraght  to  nnderstsnd  va  belter, 
and  if  we  can  do  any  good  till  wo  remove  their 
niisappretionHiona.  It  seems  to  mo  that,  before 
moving  in  this  matter,  we  ought  to  pay  to  them 
distinOly:  'We  oonsider  Slavery  as  your  calami- 
tj,  not  yoor  crime;  and  we  wiu  share  wfth  yon 
the  burden  of  putting  nn  r  ntl  to  it.  We  will  con- 
sent that  the  public  huids  >-hall  bo  appropriated 
to  this  object ;  or  tiiat  the  ( ieneral  Gdvernnieut 
shall  bo  cdothed  with  power  to  applj  a  portion 
of  revennetoit' 

"I  throw  out  these  puggestions  merely  to 
OInstrate  my  views.  We  mtist  firs-t  let  the 
Southern  States  pee  that  wo  are  their  frlrud-s  in 
this  affair;  that  we  sympathize  with  them,  and, 
from  principles  of  patriotism  and  pibilsnthropy, 
are  willing  to  share  the  toil  and  exjx'nao  of  aboJ- 
ishing  Slavery;  or  I  fear  our  interference  will 
avail  noUiing.  I  am  the  more  sensitive  on  this 
sulyect,  from  my  increased  soUoitode  for  the  pTea> 
ervatSoo  of  the  Unloii.  I  knoir  no  pablio  intor> 
est  so  important «  tiiia."— ITOate'*  IfMb^  voL 
v.,  p.  866b 
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dub.'  Many,  if  not  most,  of  the 
more  inteUigent  and  coltiTated  olaaB 
belonged  to  it,  and  Btrangera  of  like 
l»eeding  were  freely  inyited  to  its 
weekly  or  bi-weekly  meetings.  It 
was  its  rule  to  seltH-t,  at  each  gather- 
ing, some  Biibject  for  conversational 
discussion  at  the  next.  At  one  of 
these  niectiiiLrs,  the  ccoTioiiiic  results 
of  Slavery  were  incidentally  brought 
into  view;  when  the  few  remarks 
dropped  from  one  and  another  devel- 
oped a  decided  diflerenoe  of  opinion 
— the  native  Carolinians  expressing  a 
conviction  that  '  the  institution'  was 
profitable ;  while  two  or  three  mem-  j 
hers  or  guests  of  Northern  birth  indi- 
cated a  contrary  impression.  Here- 
upon, some  one  asked,  '  Why  not 
select  this  aa  the  topic  for  our  next 
meetangf  'AgreedP  was  the  unbro- 
ken responae ;  and  the  point  was  set- 
tled. It  was  distincdy  atipnlated  that 
no  ethical,  ethnological,  reb'gious,  or 
other  aspect  of  the  main  ])roblem, 
should  be  considered — nothing  but  , 
the  simple,  naked  question  —  'Is  it 
ecDnomically  advantageous  to  a  corn- 
nnmity  to  hold  ^lavos?'  Hereupon, 
the  assemblage  quietly  dissolved. 

At  the  evening  designated  for  the 
next  iegnlap>meeting,  the  '  Yankee' 
membera  of  the  dnb  were  duly  on 
hand,  prepared  and  eager  for  the  ex- 
pected diacuBsion  ;  but  not  a  Carolin- 
ian was  present !  Some  old  head  had 
determined  that  no  such  discussion  | 
should  take  place  —  at  least,  in 
Charleston — and  had  given  a  liiut 
which  had  operated  aa  a  command. 
Though  the  interest  in  the  subject 
had  seemed  general  at  the  last  meet- 
ing, and  the  disposition  to  discoss  it 
mutual  and  cordial,  not  a  man  now 
Appeared  to  speak  for  Slavery.  The  j 
*'  Tankees'  enjoyed  or  endured  each  1 


other's  society  throughout  the  even- 
ing, sipped  their  co^  with  due  de- 
ooram,  and  dispersed  at  the  prop^ 
hour,  without  an  oj^rtonity  fi>r  dis- 
cussion, leaving  the  proposed  debate 
to  stand  adjourned  over  to  the  open- 
ing of  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Sum- 
ter, in  the  year  of  grace  l  s<U. 

"Why  can't  you  let  Slavery 
alone  f  was  imperiously  or  queru- 
loudy  demanded  at  the  Korth, 
throughout  the  long  struggle  prece- 
ding that  bombardment,  by  men  who 
should  have  seen,  but  would  not,  that  ^ 
Slavery  never  let  the  North  al«>ne,  \^ 
nor  thought  of  so  doing.  "Buy 
Djuisiana  for  us !''  said  the  slave- 
holders. "With  jdcasnrc.''  "IS^)W 
Florida!"  "Certainly."  Next:  "Vio- 
late your  treaties  with  the  Creeks  and 
Cherokees;  expel  those  tribes  from 
the  lands  they  have  held  from  time 
immemorial,  so  as  to  let  us  expand 
our  plantations.'*  "  So  said,  so  done." 
"  Now  for  Texas !"  You  have  it." 
"Next,  a  third  more  of  ?*reNi<'(»I" 
"  Yours  it  is."  "  Now,  break  the 
Missouri  Compact,  and  let  Slavery 
wrestle  with  Free  Labor  for  the  vast 
region  consecrated  by  that  Compact 
to  Freedom!"  "Terygood.  What 
neztr  **Bu7  us  Cuba,  for  One 
Hundred  to  Oue  Ilnndred  and  Fifty 
Millions."  "  We  have  tried  ;  ])ut 
Spain  refuses  to  sell  it."  *'  Then 
wrest  it  from  her  at  all  hazards!" 
And  all  thi>  time,  while  Slavery  was 
using  the  Union  as  lier  catspaw — 
di'aggmg  the  liepublic  into  inicjui- 
toQS  wars  and  enormous  expendi- 
tores,  and  grasping  euipiie  after 
empire  thereby—- Northern  men  (or, 
more  accurately,  men  at  the  North) 
were  constantly  asking  why  people 
living  in  the  Free  States  could  not 
let  Slaveiy  alcme,  mind  their  own 
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business,  and  expend  tlieir  surplus 
philanthropy  on  tlie  poor  at  their' 
own  doors,  rather  than  on  the  happy 
and  contented  slaves  1 


The  Slave  Power,  having  reeoWed 
to  destroy  the  Union-— having  taken 

decided  steps  to  that  end — several 
States  having  definitively  seceded,  or 
prepared  to  secede,  from  the  Union, 
without  givinfi:  tlie  least  intimation 
that  they  could  be  swerved  i'rom  this 
purpose  by  any  pledge  or  act  what- 
ever, on  the  part  of  the  Free  States— 
what  was  the  North  to  dof 

"Letns  try  the  virtue  of  new  pro- 
testations, new  prostratioiiB,  more 
groveling  abaaementSy"  was  the  in- 


respective  parties  which  confronted 
each  other  during  the  canvass  and  in 
the  election  of  18G0,  must  realize 
that  Secession  could  be  met  in  but 
one  of  four  ways : 

1.  By  sdbstantial  aoqniescence  in 
the  movement^  and  in  its  proposed 
result. 

2.  By  proffering  such  new  OQHoes- 

sions  and  guarantees  to  Slavery  as 
bIiouM  induce  the  conspirators  to  de- 
f^ist  from  tlieir  j)urpose,  and  returu  to 
loyalty  and  the  Union. 

8.  By  treating  it  as  Eebellion  and 
Treason,  and  putting  it  down,  if  need 
he,     the  strong  arm. 

4.  By  BO  acting  and  spealdng  as  to 
induce  ^  pause  in  the  movement,  and 
permit  an  appeal  "  to  Philip  sober" — 


Btinctive,uigent}  unanimous  response 

of  that  lar2«  portion  of  the  politicians  i  from  the  South  inflamed  bv  passion 
and  trudern  of  the  Free  States  who   ate  appeals  and  frenzied  accur^ations,* 


had  already  reduced  servility  to  a 
science.  Without  the  least  warrant, 
in  defiance  of  the  most  explicit  dec- 
larationS)  it  was  aasnmed  diat  Seoes- 
sion  was  but  a  *<8trike"  of  the  Slave 

Power  Ibr  more  complete,  imre>i-ti'd 
sway  over  the  Uni<m,  rather  than  for 
utter  and  final  escape  from  it. 

Whoever  has  caretiilly  considered 
the  platforms  and  the  action  of  the 


to  the  S(»uth,  enlightened,  calined, 
and  undeceived,  by  a  few  months  of 
friendly,  familiar  disoussion,  and  ear* 
nest  expostulation. 

The  first  of  these  alternatives  had 
few  open  advocatesinfhe  Free  States ; 
but  there  were  some  who  even  went 
the  length  of  declaring  Secession  a 
constitutioiuil  right,*  to  be  exercised 
by  any  State  whenever  her  own  con- 


•At  a  proat  public  mo*'tinp  held  at  Mobile, 
November  15,  1860,  a  "  Declaration  of 
twnOjAmo  In  atimber,  was  put  forth; 
from  Wudi  we  select  the  roOowing: 

"The  followiiif  brieC  but  tnithful  hiatorv  of 
the  Republican  per^,  its  acta  and  purposes,  of- 
teds  an  answer  to  theae  questions: 

"  It  daims  to  abolish  Slavery  in  the  districts, 
forts,  arsenals,  dockyardfl,  and  other  places  ced- 
ed t.i  thi>  T'liitoil  StiUes.  To  alx>lish.  the  iiiter- 
Btato  Slave- Trade,  and  thus  cut  oflF  the  Northern 
Blare  States  from  their  yrcfiu  of  prodnotion,  and 
deprive  the  Boathem  of  their  Moron  of  wapifij 
of  labor.     •    ♦  • 

"It  hH8  denied  the  extradition  of  imrderan, 
Biarauders,  and  other  felons. 

'*It  has  oonoealod  and  ehialded  the  murderer 
of  maston  owning  in  punult  of  AigitiTe 
ikvee.    •    •  • 

<*Ift  Ins  adffooiM  aaaiD  MBiUj,  aBdoMdo  it 


the  prouud  of  posittfo  hghlatfoB,  hostile  to 

Southern  States.  * 

"  It  opposes  protection  to  Slave  proper^  on 
the  high  sees,  and  has  jnstifled  piiacgr  itself  in 
tfie  ease  of  the  Creole.    •    •  • 

"It  has  invaded  '\nrpinin,  and  shed  the  Uood 
of  her  citizens  on  her  own  tioiL     •     ♦  • 

"  It  has  announced  its  purpose  of  total  abott> 
tion  in  the  States  and  eveiywhmei  as  well  as  in 
the  territories,  and  districts,  and  other  places 
ceded." 

*  1%«  New  York  Heraid,  of  November  11,  1860, 
doses  a  glowing  picture  of  the  growth,  condi- 
tion, and  praapeota  of  the  city  of  NewTorl^aa 

follows : 

"  If,  however,  Northern  fanaticism  should  tri- 
umph over  OS,  and  tts  AmAsrn  Slates  ahouU  eat- 
eretae  their  umMDIUBUt  BtOHT  to  secede  from  the 
Union,  then  tiw  dtif  of  New  York,  the  river 
oonaties^  tiw  Stale  of  Nov  Umf,  wnO,  vay 
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victions  of  safety  and  interest  shonld 
prompt  her  to  tLat  resort — or,  if  not 
exactly  a  right,  then  a  heroic  remedy 
for  grieyooB  wrongs,  whidi  conld  not 
be  practieallj  reaiBted.' 

The  second  was  urgently  advoca- 
ted by  the  entire  "  Democratic"  and 
"  Conservative"  strengtli  of  tlie 
Free  States,  and  by  nearly  all  that 
still  openly  clung  to  the  Union  in 
the  Slave  States. 

The  third  was  the  natnral,  sponta- 
neons  impulse  of  the  great  mass  of 
Kepnblicans,  who  could  not  see  wliy 
their  adversaries  should  not  submit 
unqualifiedly  to  the  result  of  a  fair 
find  111  Hirst  election,  as  thfiu  had  uni- 
fi)niil\-  (lone,  eonstitutionallv  resistinj; 
any  lunvarranted  act  or  attenipt  of 
the  President  elect  or  hia  supporters, 
whenever  the  oocasion  should  arise. 
But  they  found  it  difficult  to  realize 
that  those  who  still  retained  predomi- 
nance in  both  branches  of  Congress, 
and  in  the  Supreme  Court — who 
might  have  had,  moreover,  a  Demo- 
cratic President,  had  they  chosen  to 
Buj>])ort  the  candidate  of  a  majority 
of  that  party — and  who  had  still  the 
active  and  earnest  sympathy  of  a 
large  majority  of  the  American  Peo- 

likely,  <  "onnecticut,  would  separate  from  those 
Now  England  and  Western  States,  wticre  the 
black  man  is  put  upon  a  pinnacle  above  the  white. 
New  York  City  is  for  the  Union  firat,  and  the 
gdlaal  and  diivalrow  Spath  afterward." 

*  A  oofreapondent  of  fbe  BnaiM  Oamim^  of 

■Kovombpr,  ISfiO,  after  cfjiitendmir  that  the 
South  has  ample  cause  for  KPccUiiij;,  Kays: 

"  It  is  perfectly  oompc-teut  for  South  Carolinn 
to  notify  the  President  officially,  tlmt  she  no 
longer  belongs  to  the  oonfederaic^.  Thia  she 
ean  do  at  anymooieot.  Tlie  FMwnl  offlcers, 
from  the  district  judge,  collector,  and  marshal, 
to  the  humblest  postmaster,  can  resign  their 

Elaoea.  Everybof^  agrees  that  this  can  ree^ 
e  done  aft  onoe^  and  without  difBcul^  or  Mqr 
qnarveL  Snppoae  eo  much  to  be  done,  and  that 
PreaMent  Buclianan  should  appoint  a  now 
JTttdge  wd  a  new  Collector,  who  should  repair 


ple—oould  cherkih  any  ml  ftbiB  of 
usurpation  and  aggression  from  the 
numerical  minority,  or  the  President 
they  had  been  pennitted  to  choose. 
It  was  with  little  patience  that  the 
great  body  of  the  Republicans  heard 
suggestions  from  any  of  their  lead- 
ers or  oracdes  of  overtures  li>oking  to 
"conciliation"  and  " ])eace"  through 
new  concesbions,  in  the  face  of  the 
now  .chronic  menace  of  Diaunion. 

The  asserted  right  of  Secession  is 
one  which  no  government  or  nation 
ever  did  or  can  concede  without  sign- 
ing its  own  dr'atli-warrant.  When 
the  Federal  Constitution  was  before 
the  States  for  ratitication,  vehemently 
and  formidably  opposed,  and  its  adop- 
tion, in  several  States,  for  a  time  suc- 
cessfully resisted,  there  was  manifest 
dangw  of  its  fidlure  in  NewTork,  as 
well  as  in  two  other  great  leading 
States,  "Viiginia  and  Massachusetts. 
To  the  New  York  Convention,  sit- 
ting at  Poughkeepsie,  the  people  had 
returned  a  majority  of  delegates  hos- 
tile to  ratitication.  The  friends  of 
the  Constitution  were  constrained  to 
resort  to  delay,  to  policy,  and  to  prop- 
ositions of  amendment,  to  overcome 
or  wear  out  the  resistance  they  had 

to  Charleston  anil  demand  the  payment  of  duties 
upon  any  imported  ((ooda.  Sup(x)so,  upon  a  re> 
fusal  to  pejr  the  duties  enoted,  the  Collector 
should  do  what  all  the  OoUectora  are  bound  to 
di) — seizn  the  pood'*.  Tlie  ownor  w  rmM  have 
to  furnisli  a  bond  to  the  government  for  their 
value.  Tho  owner  would  protest  againat  giving 
oneu  and  only  give  it,  as  tlie  lawyera  aaj,  iriieii 
in  oureM.  In  any  auit  upon  such  a  bond,  when 
tlic  qiH  'itioa  (.f  coercion  in  niakintf  it  was  tried, 
wIjo  would  compose  tho  jury  ?  They  must  be- 
long to  South  Carolina.  We  him  madH  these 
8ugg(>stion8  airei>ly  to  aitiaiy  any  reader  how 
Tory  easily  the  mere  matter  ofpeaceablo  aeoeasbn 
c:\n  li  •  ;,<  i  o:ni)li>li(j<i,  and  how  futile  would  bo  all 
attciupi.s  to  eiifon^o  Federal  laws  in  any  State 
l>y  the*  aid  of  offii^ers  appoiated  from  abroad. 

"Practically,  tberefore,  *  peaceable  aeoeaaioa 
will  be  very  apt  to  work  a  final  separation  of  the 

Stato  wtiii  h  desin  -*  it.  nixl.  ultinttle^ia  gemnl 
1  duiaoluUou  of  the  ooufederacy." 
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eaooonterad.  In  this  ^^i*™™*,  Al- 
exander Hatmlton  wrote  to  James 
HadiMm  to  ask  if  the  Conatitation 
nu^t  not  be  accepted  provisionally, 
witih  liberty  to  recede  from  the 
TTnion  formed  by  it,  if  ex])cricnce 
should  justify  the  a|)prehL'nsioiis  of 
its  adversaries.  Mr.  Madi.--"  jjnnnpt- 
ly  and  wisely  responded'  in  the  nega- 
tive, atating  that  aach  ocmditioiial  ao- 
oeptanoe  bSId  been  agitated  at  Biehr 
mond,  and  lejeeted  aa,  in  ftct,  no 
ratillcutioii  at  all.  In  the  same  spir- 
it^ Mr.  Clay  likened  our  Constitu- 
tional Union  to  a  marriage,  which  is 
either  indissoluble  at  the  pleasure  of 
one  or  both  partieS)  or  eke  no  loar- 
riage  at  all. 

The  Virginia  Convention  which 
ratified  the  Federal  Conatitation,  in 
the  preSmble  to  ita  Ordinance  of 
Batification,  declared  that  it  was  the 
"impression"  of  the  People  of  their 
State  tliat  the  powers  granted  by  said 
Con.«titution,  being  derived  firom  the 
Peo]>le  of  the  UniUd  Stat^s^  may 
rightfully  be  re.-^umed  hy  them^  when- 
ever those  powers  shall  be  j>erverted 
to  their  injury  or  oppression.  But 


*OoL  Hamilton,  liaviog  flret  set  before  Mr. 
Mm^imnn  ^  fonnkbfaia  o>Mtiiclw  to  ntiflcation, 
praoMded  «  fiiUowi; 

"Yon  will  unJprstand  fhnt  tho  only  quallflca- 
tioQ  will  bo  tho  reseriatum  uf  the  rif^lit  to  nwdo, 
iu  case  our  amenduieniH  have  not  been  decided 
upon  in  one  of  tbd  modes  pointed  oat  by  the  Con- 
■UtotioB  within  a  oertafai  nnmber  of  jeara — per- 
haps flvie  or  teveiD.  If  this  ran,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, bejktoitled  as  a  ratification,  I  do  not 

But  Madison  knew  no  ifi  in  the  ratification 
•  of  our  lederal  pact  His  reply,  ia  full,  is  as  fol- 

''XbwToBK,  Sunilnj  Kri-ning. 

"Mt  DsiLR  isiK-.—Yomm  ot  yesterday  is  this 
instant  oofse  to  hand,  and  I  have  bat  a  few  min- 

Vtes  to  answer  it 

*'  I  am  sorry  that  your  situation  nbligoH  you  to 
li«tt  n  to  propoeitiuUH  of  tho  nature  you  d'^scribo. 
ily  opuiion  is,  that  a  reserratioa  of  a  right  to 
withdraw,  if  amaadoMQts  be  not  dodded  on  nap 
der  the  torn  oftlw  OoutftatkMi  withiB  a  oartain 


thia  ia  notiiing  dae  tiiaa  the  fondi^ 
mental  doctrine  of  the  lepnblican 

system — ^that  goyenunenta  are  made 
for  the  People,  not  the  People  for 
governments ;  and  that  the  Peo])le, 
consequently,  may,  from  time  to  time, 
modily  their  forms  of  government  in 
accordiuicf^  witli  their  riper  experi- 
ence and  their  enlightened  convic- 
tiona—ieapecting,  of  coniae,  the  lim- 
itationa  and  asfegnarda  tiiey  may 
have  Been  fit  to  eBtaUiah.  This  right 
had  been  set  forth,  with  remarkable 
clearness  and  force,  in  the  preiimble 
to  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
and  by  many  of  our  patriot  sages  in 
later  days.  John  Quincy  Adams — 
never  remarkably  inclined  to  pop- 
ularize forma  of  government — had 
diatincdy  aflBimed  it  in  a  speech  in 
Congresa ;  so  had  Abraliam  Linooln, 
in  one  of  his  debates  with  Senator 
Douglas.  But  the  right  of  a  ]>eople 
to  modify  their  institutions  is  one 
thing,  and  the  right  of  a  small  frac- 
tion or  segment  of  a  people  to  break 
up  and  destroy  a  Nation,  is  quite  an- 
other. The  former  is  lieformj  the 
latter  is  Eerolution/ 


time,  is  a  conditional  ratification ;  that  it  does  not 
make  New  York  a  member  of  the  new  Union: 

and,  ofinfoqucntly,  tliat  she  could  not  ho  receivea 
on  that  iiliin.  C\>irii)act8  must  Ijo  rLcipri*cal— 
this  principle  woul  l  not.  in  Kuch  a  caf<e,  be  pre- 
aenred.  The  Constitution  requires  an  adoption, 
in  Mo  and  fimmr.  It  has  been  so  adopted  by 
the  other  States.  An  adoption  for  a  limited  time 
would  1)0  a.s  defective  a.s  an  adoption  of  some  of 
tlio  Articles  only.  In  short,  any  cin,,uii<>n  what- 
ever must  vitiate  tho  ratitlcation.  Wliat  the  new 
Oongroen,  by  virtue  of  the  power  to  admit  new 
States:,  may  be  aJAe  and  disposed  to  do  in  sudi 
case,  I  do  not  inquire,  as  I  sup|>o.so  that  is  not 
the  material  (x  iut  nt  ])rosfut.  I  iiavo  nut  a  mo- 
ment to  add  more  than  my  fervent  wishes  lor 
your  Buroess  and  happlneoi.  The  idea  of  reserv- 
ing a  right  to  withdraw  vras  started  at  Rich- 
mond,  and  considered  as  a  conditional  ratiilc&- 
tion,  which  was  it.«elf  aban  loin  d  as  worse  than 
a  rejection.     Yours,     Jamk^^  Madison,  Jr." 

*  lion.  Kevcrdy  Johnson,  who  hved  in  the 
same  house  witli  John  0.  Odhom  fWna  1846  to 
184$,  and  ei^qred  a  veiy  oloM  intlnuMiy  with 
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But,  while  it  was  iinpossil)le  to 
concede  tht»  asin^rted  rii'ht  of  v^eces- 
Bioii — that  is,  of  State  withdrawal  at 
])U'a-ure  I'roiii  the  Union — i^tor,  even 
if  the  Constitution  is  to  be  regarded 
as  nothing  more  than  a  compact,  it  is 
evident — as  Mr.  Jeffenon  obfleired,' 
in  Bpeaking  of  our  old  Articles  of 
Con  federation :  "  When  two  parties 
make  a  oompacft,  there  results  to  each 
the  power  of  compcllinfj  the  other  to 
execute  it") — it  i.s  not  inipossihle  t^o 
to  I'xponnd  and  apply  the  orijjjlnal, 
organic,  fundamental  right  of  a  peo- 
ple to  form  and  modify  their  political 
institutions,  as  to  justify  the  Free 
States  in  consenting  to  the  withdraw- 
al from  the  Union  of  the  Slave,  pro 
Tided  it  could  be  made  to  ap})ear  that 
Buch  was  the  deliberate,  intelligent, 
unconstrained  desire  <»f  the  great 
body  of  their  people.  And  the  Soutli 
had  been  so  systematically,  so  out- 
rageously, deluded  by  deniiigogues  on 
botii  sides  of  the  Slave  Une,  with  re- 
gard to  tiie  nature  and  special  im- 
portance of  the  Union  to  the  Nnvih 
— it  bang  habitnallj  represented  as 
an  immense  boon  conferred  on  the 
Free  States  by  tlic  Slave,  whose  with- 
drawal would  whelm  us  all  iii  bank- 


ruptcy and  ruin — that  it  might  do 
sonietln'ng  toward  allaying  the  South- 
ern inthmnuatiou  to  have  it  distinctly 
and  plainly  set  forth  that  the  Xortli 
had  no  desire  to  enforce  upon  the. 
South  tiie  maintenance  of  an  abhor- 
red, detested  Union.  Aoocndingly — 
the  second  day  after  Mr.  Lincoln's 
election  had  been  assured  at  the  polls 
— the  following  leading  article  ap- 
peared* in  The  New  York  Tribune: 

"(lOiya  TO  Cm. — Tlio  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  have  iaiiicuted,  according  tu  the 
fbnas  prescribed  hj  the  Oonstitation.  their 
desiro  that  Almiliatn  T-inroln,  of  Illinfiis, 
shall  bo  their  next  President,  and  Hunuibul 
Hamlin,  of  Maine,  their  Vico-Preaident.  A 
very  larfre  plurality  of  the  ])optilar  vote  haa 
been  cast  lor  liieiti,  and  a  decided  majority 
of  Electors  chosen,  who  will  undouhtedlj 
vote  for  and  elect  them  on  the  first  Wednes- 
day in  December  next.  The  electoral  v<»tea 
will  be  formally  Healed  ap  and  forwarded  to 
Washington,  there  to  be  opened  and  count- 
ed, on  A  given  day  in  Febmary  next,  in  the 
pre-<crico  of  both  Houses  of  Coiipress;  and 
it  will  then  be  the  doty  of  Mr.  John  0. 
Braeklnridge,  aa  President  of  the  Senate,  to 
declare  Lincoln  and  Hamlin  duly  elefted 
President  and  Vice-Prehideut  of  these  L'ui- 
tedStatea.- 

*'  Some  people  do  Tint  like  this,  as  very 
natural.  Doj^hcrry  disrovured,  a  good  wliiio 
a^o,  that  '  When  two  ride  shorae,  one  must 
ride  beliiiid.'  That  i-^  not  pcnerally  di  cuiod 
tlie  preferable  seat;  hut  the  rule  n-iiuiina 
uiiatVected  by  that  circumstance.  Wu  know 
how  to  aympatbize  with  the  defeated;  for 


him,  in  a  letter  to  Edward  Everett^  dated  Balti- 
■ore,  Juno  24,  1801,  says: 

•'He  [Calhoun]  <li(I  me  tho  honor  to  giro  mo 
much  of  his  ooulMejice,  ami  frequently  hif  Xulli- 
flcation  doctrine  was  the  subjift  of  conTersation. 
Thne  and  time  agdn  liaye  I  heard  him,  and  with 
ever-increasod  flurpriso  at  hi><  wonderful  aruto- 
nos?,  defend  it  on  oonptitutionnl  grounds,  and 
disiinpiiisli  it,  in  that  rryjt.rf,  tVnni  tlio  doctrine 
of  >Hjees8ion.  This  lost  ho  never,  with  me, place>l 
on  any  other  ground  than  that  of  raroRition. 
•  Thifl,  lie  said,  was  to  destroy  tho  G^ovemment ; 
an'l  no  Constitution,  tho  work  of  sane  men.  ever 
\>T' <\  \i\o<l  for  its  itwn  dftstrur! I  ni.  T!ie  other  was 
to  preserve  it — was,  practically,  but  to  amend  it, 
and  in  a  conatitutionM  mode.*' 

To  the  Pame  effect,  Hon.  Howell  CoVb — since, 
a  mo.st  notable  .SeccHsionist — in  a  letter  to  the 
oltlzeus  of  Maeon,  Go.,  in  1851,  said: 

"When  adced  to  oonoeda  the  right  of  •  State 


to  secede  at  plea-^uro  from  the  Fni  n.  with  or 
without  just  cauHo,  we  are  called  upoa  lo  admit 
that  the  flwBera  of  tho  Constitotton  did  that 
which  was  never  done  by  any  other  people  poe- 
Bessed  of  their  good  sense  and  intellifrence — that 
ia,  to  pv";  I'll-,  in  the  rrnj  orgnnizatuin  of  the  Go"- 
ernment,  /or  its  own  diuoltUion,  li  seems  to  me 
that  audi  a  eoane  inxdd  not  only  Ixavo  been  an 
anomalous  proceeding,  but  wholly  inconsistent 
with  tho  wisdom  and  sound  judgment  which 
inarkt  d  tl.t<  deliberations  of  those  wise  and 
g<'od  men  who  frameii  our  Federal  Government. 
While  1  freely  admit  that  such  an  opinion  is  en> 
tertaioed  by  many  for  whose  jud^'nieut  I  enter- 
tain the  highest  respect,  T  havo  no  hesitation  in 
declaring  that  the  convirtions  of  my  own  judg- 
ment are  well  settled,  that  no  such  principle 
was  contemplated  in  tlie  adoption  of  our  OoobIh 
tntion."' 

*  Letter  to  CoL  Carrington,  April  4,  1 787. 
*NoT«iiiberS,1860. 
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W©  remem'ber  how  trf  felt,  when  Adams  i 
was  det'eated ;  and  Olay,  aud  Scutt,  and 
Fremont.   It  is  decidedly  pleasonter  to  be 
on  the  winning  side,  eq>eciaUT  when — as 
now — it  happens  also  to  be  the  right  nide. 

•'■"We  sympathize  with  the  atllicted;  hat 
we  cannot  recommend  them  to  do  any  thing 
denperate.  What  is  the  wet  They  are 
Tn'iitcn  now  ;  tlicy  may  triuuiph  next  time  : 
iu  fact,  thdjr  have  generally  had  their  own 
way :  had  they  been  sobjeeted  to  the  disoi- 
pliiii'  of  adversity  so  often  as  wo  have,  they 
would  probably  bear  it  with  more  philoso- 
phy, and  deport  thonselTesroore  benttinirly. 
We  live  tu  learn  :  and  one  of  the  most  difK- 
oult  acquirements  in  that  of  mdeting  reverses 
with  graceful  fortitude. 

"The  tele>;rai)h  informs  us  that  mo'it  of  t!io 
Ootton  State:)  are  meilitatiog  a  witlidrawul 
ftam  the  UnioB,  beeaase  of  LUiodn's  elec- 
tkm.  Very  well :  they  liavo  a  right  to  medi- 
tate, aud  meditation  is  a  profitable  em- 

Sloyment  of  leisure.  We  have  a  ohronir, 
ivincible  disheliet  in  Disunion  as  a  remedy 
fat  either  Northern  or  Southern  grfeyances. 
We  cannot  see  any  necessary  connection  be- 
tween the  alle<;e<l  disease  and  this  oltra- 
heroie  remedy ;  still,  we  say,  if  any  one  sees 
fit  to  iiieditato  I>isunioii,  let  him  do  iin- 
molesteth  That  was  a  base  and  liypocritic 
TOW  that  was  onoe  raised,  at  Sonthem  dic- 
tation, about  the  ears  of  John  Quinry  Adams, 
because  he  presented  a  petition  for  the  dis- 
aolntion  of  the  Union.  The  petitioner  had 
a  right  to  make  the  re^jnest;  it  was  tlie 
Ifember'S  duty  to  present  it.  And  now,  if 
the  Ootton  States  eonsider  the  valae  of  the 
Union  debatable,  we  maintmn  their  perfect 
right  to  diseuss  it  Nay :  we  hold,  with 
JetFerson,  to  the  inalienable  rifxhtof  commu- 
nities  to.  alter  or  abolish  forms  of  govern- 
ment that  hsre  become  oppressiTe  or  inju- 
rious; and,  if  the  Cotton  States  shall  decide 
that  they  can  do  better  out  of  the  Union 
fhan  in  it,  we  insist  on  tettinfr  them  go  in 

{)eace.  The  riglit  to  sceede  muy  !u'  a  ri  vo- 
ationary  one,  but  it  exists  nevertheless; 
and  we  do  not  see  how  one  party  can  have 
a  right  to  do  what  another  party  has  a  right 
to  prevent.  We  must  ever  resist  the  assert- 
ed "right  of  any  State  t«  remain  in  the  Union, 
and  nullify  or  defy  tiso  laws  thereof:  to 
withdruw  from  iho  Union  is  quite  another 
matter.  And,  whenever  a  considerable  sec- 
tion of  onr  Union  shall  deliberately  resolve 
to  go  ont,  we  shall  resist  all  coercive  mea- 
sures designeti  to  keej)  it  in.  Wo  hope  never 
to  live  in  a  republic,  whereof  one  section  is 
pinned  to  the  residue  by  bayonets. 

"Jiut,  while  wo  thus  uphold  the  practical 
liberty,  if  not  the  abstract  right,  of  seces- 
sion, we  most  insist  that  the  step  be  taken, 
if  it  ever  shall  be,  with  the  deliberation  and 
gravity  befitting  so  mumentous  an  issue. 


Let  ample  time  be  given  for  reflection  ;  lot 
the  subject  bo  fully  canvassed  before  the 
people;  and  let  a  popular  vote  be  taken  in 
every  case,  before  Secession  is  decreed.  Lot 
the  people  be  told  jnst  why  they  are  asked 
to  break  up  the  confederation;  let  them 
have  both  sides  of  the  question  ftdly  present' 
cd ;  let  lliem  reflect,  deliberate,  thra  vote ; 
and  let  the  act  of  Secession  be  the  echo  of 
an  unmistakable  popular  fiat.  A  jndgment 
thus  rendered,  a  demand  for  separation  so 
backed,  would  either  be  actpiiesced  in  with- 
I  out  the  effusion  of  blood,  or  those  who 
I  mshed  upon  carnage  to  defy  and  defoat  it, 
wonid  place  themselves  clearly  in  the  wrong. 

"Tlie  measures  now  being  inaugurated  in 
the  Cotton  States,  with  a  view  (apparently) 
to  Secession,  seem  to  us  destitute  of  gravity 
and  legitimate  force.  They  bear  thu  unmis- 
takable impress  of  haste — of  pjission — of  4ls> 
trust  of  the  popular  judgment.  They  seem 
clearly  intended  to  precipitate  the  Soutli 
into  rebellion  before  the  baselessness  of  the 
clamors  which  have  misled  and  excited  her, 
can  be  ssoertsined  by  the  great  body  of  her 
peoi»lo.  We  trn-t  tliat  they  will  be  c(m- 
i  fronted  with  calmness,  with  dignity,  and 
with  nnwavering  trust  in  the  inherent 
strength  of  the  Union,  and  the  ult 
the  American  people." 

Several  other  Kepublican  journals, 
including  pomo  of  tlie  nu)nt  iiillucn- 
tial,  liold  similar  laup^uafjo,  and  main- 
tained a  position  not  unlike  that  of 
The  Tribune.  None  of  them  coun- 
tenanced the  right  of  a  State  to  eeced^ 
from  the  Union,  or  regarded  it  as 
more  defensible  than  the  right  of  a 
stave  to  secede  firom  the  cask  which 
it  helps  to  form;  nor  did  thev  regard 
the  effervescence  now  exhibited  at 
the  Soutli  a??  demonstrating  a  real 
desire  on  the  itart  of  lier  people  to 
break  up  the  Union.  But  they  said 
iiupresaively  to  that  people :  Be 
calm;  let  na  be  heard;  idlow  time 
for  ddiberation  and  the  removal  of 
prejudice ;  nnite  with  ns  in  calling  a 
Convention  of  the  States  and  People ; 
and,  if  that  Convention  ehall  be  un- 
able to  agree  on  such  amendment«>  to 
the  Constitution  as  sliall  remove 
existing  dii^eontent.  and  vour  ]»eo])le 
J  jliall  Btill,  with  any   approach  to 
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unanimity,  indBt  on  disunion,  yon 
shall  go  in  peace.  Keithcr  Congress 
nor  the  President  has  any  power  to 
sanction  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  ; 
but  wait  for  and  unite  in  a  Conven- 
tion, and  our  differeuees  shall  some- 
how be  adjoflted  without  fraternal 
bloodshed.'* 

With  the  same  general  olject,  but 
contemplating  a  different  method  of 
attaining  it,  the  veteran  Editor  of 
The  Albany  Eveninfj  Jonrnal  — 
\vliose  utterances  were  widely  regard- 
ed as  deriving  additional  consequence 
from  liia  intimate  and  alnioat  life-long 
association  with  Gov.  Sewaid»took 
ground,  at  an  ear]|r  day,  in  fkvor  of 
oonoessions  oalcnlated — at  all  events, 
intended — to  calm  the  ebullition  of 
Southern  blood.  Being  sliarply  criti- 
cised therefor,  by  several  of  his  con- 
tein|n<rarie!f,  he  replied"  to  them 
generally  as  follows : 

**The  saggestions,  in  a  recent  number  of 
7%0  JournaX,  of  a  basis  of  settlement  of  dif- 
ferences between  the  North  and  tlie  South, 
have,  in  awakening  utcentiuu  anddiik.us.sion, 
MOompliahed  their  purpose.  We  knew  that 
in  no  ipifirtor  wouM  tlir-o  supgestioris  ho 
^orc  (listaslt^tul  than  with  our  own  nio»t 
valued  friends.  ^^  u  know  that  the  oooasion 
would  be  regarded  as  inc^portnne.  We 
knew  also  the  provocations  in  the  contro- 
Teniy  were  with  our  opponents.  Notliing 
!■  eatter,  oertainlj,  tlian  to  demoostrate  the 
rigfatfttlnees  of  the  position  of  the  Republican 
party — a  party  that  was  croutod  by  the 
repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise,  and 
owes  fts  recent  triumph  to  the  deteimina- 
tion  of  Sliivt-ry  to  extend  and  pcrfictuate  its 
political  dominion,  aided  by  two  Buccessivo 
and  besotted  Federal  Administrations. 

Hut,,  unfortunately,  the  pendiji-r  insuo  i» 
to  be  decided  irrcspeetive  of  its  morits.  The 
election  of  Mr.  Lincoln  is  the  pri  tcxt  for, 
and  not  the  ofinsp  of,  I)i<iiiiion.  Tin"  «Ksif,'n 
originated  with  Mr.  C'ulhouu;  who,  when  ho 
fiuled  to  be  chosen  President  of  the  whole 
Union,  formed  the  Hcheme  of  dividing  it.  and 
devoted  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  traiiung 
the  South  op  to  the  treas4)n  now  impending. 
Mr.  Calhoun  had,  in  McDuDie,  Hayne,  and 
other  statesmen,  eloquent  auxiliaries.  The 


contagion  eitende<l  to  other  Southern  States ; 
and,  by  diligence,  activity,  discipline,  and 
organization,  the  whole  people  of  the  Gulf 
States  have  ronie  to  sympathize  witli  tlioir 
leaders.  The  inassoH  are,  in  their  readiness 
for  civil  war.  in  a<ivance  of  their  leader^. 
They  have  been  educated  to  believe  us  their 
enemies.  This  has  been  effected  by  system- 
atic misrepresentations  of  the  sentiments 
and  feelings  of  the  North.  The  result  of 
all  this  is,  that,  while  the  Sonthern  pe<^pk>, 
"with  a  unaniiiiity  not  peruTally  understood, 
are  impatient  for  Disunion,  more  than  one 
half  of  them  are  acHng  in  vtter  ignorsnee  of 
the  intentions,  views,  and  feeling:s,  of  the 
North.  Nor  will  the  leaders  permit  them 
to  be  dinahused.  Those  lesders  know  that 
Mr.  Lineolii  will  administer  the  Govern- 
ment in  strict  luid  impartial  obedience  to  the 
Constitution  and  laws,  seeking  only  the 
safety  and  \se!faro  of  the  whole  people, 
through  the  ])rosperity  and  glory  of  the 
Unit)n.  For  this  reason,  they  precipitate 
the  conflict;  fearing  that,  if  they  wait  for  a 
provocjition,  none  will  be  furnisiied,  and 
that,  without  flid,  th^  flres  most  be  extin- 
guished. 

**This  qnesti<m,  inTolvlng  the  Integrity  of 

the  I'nion  and  the  experiment  of  self  gov- 
ernment, we  repeat,  will  be  decided  irre- 
spective of  its  merits.    Three  miserable 

months  of  11  miserahlo  Administration  must 
'drag  its  slow  length  along'  before  the  Re- 

fublican  Administration  can  act  or  be  heard. 
)uring  tliese  three  months,  its  baleful  influ- 
ences will  l)e  sn  ii  and  felt  in  the  demorali- 
zation of  po]inl:ir  sentiment.  Its  functione* 
ries  and  its  mrnal'*  will  continue  to  malign 
the  North  uud  inllame  tlie  South ;  leaving, 
on  the  4th  of  March,  to  tlu  ir  successors  an 
estate  as  wretchedly  encumbered  and  dilapi- 
dated as  imliecile  or  spendthrift  ever  be- 
queathed. Mismanaged  as  that  estate  has 
been,  and  wretched  as  its  present  condition  is. 
we  regard  it  as  an  inestimable,  priceless,  and 
pre<'iou»  inheritance — an  inheritanco  which 
we  are  unwilling  to  see  wholly  squandered 
before  we  come  into  possession. 

"To  our  dissciiun^x  friends,  who  will  not 
question  our  devotion  to  freedom,  however 
much  they  may  mistrust  oar  judgment,  we 
snbmit  a  few  earnest  admonitions: 

"  1.  There  is  imminent  danger  of  a  disso- 
lution of  tlio  I'nion. 

'*2.  This  dantrer  oriirinated  in  the  am- 
bition and  eujiidity  of  men  who  desire  a 
Southern  despotism ;  and  in  the  fanatic  zeal 
of  Northern  Almlitionist'*.  who  seek  the 
emaneiputiun  of  slaves  regardless  of  eonse- 
qucnces. 

*'  3.  The  danger  can  only  bo  averted  by 
such  moderation  and  forbearance  as  will 
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draw  out,  strcnfrthon,  nnfl  comliino  tho 
Union  sciiitlinuiit  of  tho  whole  country. 

*'The  Disunion  sentiment  b  paramount  in 
at  least  seven  States,  while  it  divules  and 
dtstrocti)  us  many  more.  Xor  is  it  wise  to 
deceive  ourselves  with  tho  irnprearion  that 
the  South  b  not  in  earnest  It  w  in  earnest ; 
and  the  sentiment  has  taken  hold  of  all 
clussea  with  such  blind  vehemenoo  aS  to 
*onisii  out'  the  Union  sentiment. 

**  Now,  while,  as  has  been  said,  it  Is  easy 
to  prove  all  tliis  unjust  and  wronp,  wo  have 
to  deal  with  things  as  they  are — witli  fact.s 
as  thejr  exist — ^with  people  blinded  by  pas- 
sion. Peaceablo  Scne.s.mon  is  not  intended ; 
nor  is  it  practicable,  oven  if  such  were  its 
object  l^ad,  however,  as  the  Sonth  is,  there 
is  a  Union  sentiment  tlu  ro  worth  cherish- 
ing. It  will  develop  and  e.xpand  us  fast  as 
the  darkness  and  delusion,  in  relation  to  the 
feelings  of  tho  Nortli,  can  bo  <lisi)ollod.  This 
calls  for  moderation  aud  forbearance.  Wo 
do  not,  when  our  dwelling  is  in  flames,  stop 
to  ascertain  whether  it  was  the  work  of  an 
incendiary  before  we  extinguisli  the  fire. 
Hence  our  sup^restioua  of  a  basis  of  adjust- 
ment, without  the  expectation  that  they 
woald  be  accepted,  in  terms,  by  either  see- 
tion.  but  that  they  might  possildy  inaugu- 
rate a  movement  in  that  direction.  The 
VnUm  if  worth  preeerring.  And,  If  worth 
preserving,  suggestions  in  its  behalf,  how- 
ever crude,  will  not  be  contemned.  A  vio- 
torions  party  can  aflbrd  to  be  tolerant — not, 
OS  onr  friends  assume,  in  the  abandonment 
or  abasement  of  its  principles  or  character — 
but  in  efforts  to  correct  and  disabuse  the 
minds  of  tlio^e  who  misunderstand  both. 

"Before  a  liual  ui)peal— bei'oro  a  resort  to 
flie  'rough  frown  of  war' — we  should  like  to 
eee  a  OonTention  of  the  People,  consisting 
of  delegates  appointed  by  the  Statca  After 
more  than  seventy  years  of  '  wear  and  tear,' 
of  ooUidoa  and  abrasion,  it  should  bo  no 
cause  of  wonder  that  the  machinery  of  gov- 
ernment is  found  weakened,  or  out  of  re[jair, 
or  even  defective.  2>ior  would  it  be  found 
unprofitable  for  the  North  and  Sonth,  bring- 
ing tlieir  respective  griefs,  claims,  and  pro- 
posed reforms,  to  a  common  arbitrament,  to 
meet  discuss,  and  determine  upon  a  future. 

"  It  will  be  said  that  wo  have  done  noth- 
ing wrong,  and  have  nothing  to  otter.  This, 
■opposing  it  true,ispreolsely  tho  reason  why 
VO  should  both  propose  and  offer  wliatover 
maj,  by  possibility,  avert  the  evils  of  civil 
war,  and  prevent  the  destmotion  of  onr, 
hitherto,  nnexampled  blessings  of  Union. 

"  Many  suppose  that  the  North  has  noth- 
ing to  lose  by  a  division  of  the  Union.  Some 
even  say  that  we  must  be  gainers  by  it  We 
do  not,  for  obvions  reasons,  intend  to  disenss 
this  aspect  of  tlie  question.  Bnt  it  is  a  mis- 
tako— a  aeriona  and  eJf^aaiTe  mistake.  The 


Nortli  and  South  were  wisely  and  by  a  good 
Providence  united.  Their  interests,  their 
welfare,  their  happiness,  their  glory,  their 
destiny,  is  one.  Separated,  wliile  the  North 
languishes,  tho  South  becomes,  lirst,  a  des- 
potism, running  riot  for  a  season,  with  un- 
restrained African  Slavery,  to  share  in  time 
tho  fate  of  every  tropicid  nation,  whether 
despotism,  monarchy,  or  republic.  That  fate, 
induced  by  the  indolence,  loxory,  and  laxity 
of  the  priTileged  fow  oTor  the  oppressed,  de- 
graded, and  enslaved  many,  is  anarchy  and 
<lestructjon.  That  fiite  is  written  in  the  his- 
tory of  all  enslaved  nations— its,  anoient, 
seared,  and  eruinbling,  but  instnictivo,  mon- 
uments are  seen  in  Kgypt,  in  Italy,  iu  Cen- 
tral America,  and  in  Mexico. 

"These  are  tlie  ovils — and  they  are  not 
imaginary — that  wo  desire  to  avert.  But, 
eoiisrions  of  the  feebleness  of  a  ringle  voice 
in  sut'li  a  tempest,  there  ii  little  to  expect  but 
to  abide  its  pcltings.  Tiio  Uepublicau  party 
now  represents  one  side  of  a  controversy 
fraught  with  tho  safety  and  welfare  of  this 
Government  and  nation.  As  an  individual, 
wo  f«hall  endeavor  to  do  our  duty ;  and,  as 
we  anderstand  it,  that  dntjr  does  not  consist 
in  folded  arms,  or  sealed  ears,  or  closed  eyes. 
Even  if,  as  say  our  Roohester  and  Syracuse 
Mends — and  they  are  anoh,  in  the  truest 
meaning  of  the  word — ^the  North  stands,  ia 
all  respects,  blameless  in  this  controversy, 
much  is  needed  to  correct  tho  impression 
of  the  Sonthem  people;  many  of  whom, 
truly  informed,  would  join  us  in  defending 
tho  Union.  We  do  not  mistake  the  mis- 
sion of  the  i:e]>ublican  party  in  assuming 
that,  wliile  defending  free  territory  from 
aggression,  it  maintains  and  upholds  tho  su- 
premai  y  of  the  Constitution  and  laws.  The 
peo|>]o  have  intrusted  the  Government  to 
our  keeping ;  and  wo  must  not  abuse  thdr 
confidence  or  «lisappoint  their  expcct^itions. 

We  intend  to  answer  ia  detail  the  ques- 
tions raised  hj  The  Demeerat  and  Xowrnal. 
It  is  proper,  though  i)erhaps  scarcely  neces- 
sary, to  say  that,  iu  this  solicitude  for  tho 
Union,  we  Uuak  and  speak  only  for  ourself. 
We  aro  either  better,  or  not  so  well,  informed 
of  the  condition  of  the  country  and  the  bear- 
ings of  this  controversy  as  others — either  in 
advance  of  or  behind  tho  intelligence  of  the 
times.  But,  as  wo  speak  only  for  oarself^  no- 
body dae  oan  be  compromised  or  harmed.'* 

However  well  intended  and  (under 

certain  aspects)  salutary,  it  may  well 
be  questioned  whether  eitlier  of  these 
overtures  was  not  calculated  to  do 
more  harm  tlian  good.  Eacli  was, 
of  oour»e,  intended  to  strengtlien  the 
Unionists  of  the  South — the  former 
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by  Bhowing  that  the  North  did  j 
not  regard  the  Slave  States  a,4  a  con-  ' 
quest,  of  wliich  it  was  about  to 
tak&  poflfieseion,  nor  yet  as  a  heritage 
whence  wero  derived  itB  Babnstenoe 
and  wealth ;  but  rather  that  it  looked 
on  their  people  as  miagnided,  excited 
brethren,  with  whom  we  were  anx- 
ious to  discuss  all  differences  free- 
ly, settle  them  (if  po«>iiMc)  aniicahly, 
or  part — if  jiart  we  iini>t  — in  kind- 
ness and  mutual  gooil-will.  Tlie  lat- 
ter, in  a  like  spirit,  was  plainly  de- 
signed to  indooe  the  Sonthrona  to 
bring  their  grievanoeato  the  bar  of 
amicable  inTestigation  and  disenssion, 
by  as>uriiig  them  that  the  Korth 
Btood  ready  to  redress  every  wrung  to 
the  extent  of  its  power.  But  the 
chronic  misa])pre]len^ion  at  the  South 
of  an  y  other  languaLT*'  tVoiii  tlie  N«  trth 
than  that  of  abject  servility,  was  then, 
as  ever,  deserving  of  thoughtful  con- 
dderation.  The  })alpable  fact  that 
the  Korth  recoiled  with  shuddering 
aversion  from  a  conflict  of  arms  with 
the  South,  was  hailed  by  the  Sece»- 
Bionists  as  a  betraval  of  conscious 
weakness  and  nnmanly  fear;  wliilo 
the  ])rolier  of  iVcsli  concessions  and  a 
new  compromise  wsvs  rcgardi'd  hv 
Southern  Unionists  as  an  assurance 
that  they^  had  only  to  ask,  and  they 
would  receive — ^that  the  North  would 
gladly  do  anything,  assent  to  any- 
thing, retract  anything,  to  avert  the 
impending  shock  of  war. 


For  the  great  mail-^,  during  the  last 
few  weeks  of  1S«!0,  soutliward, 
burdened  with  letters  of  sympathy 
and  encouragement  to  the  engineers 
of  Seoeasicm,  stimulating  if  not  conn* 
eeling  them  to  go  forward  in  their 
predetermined  course.  A  very  few 
of  the  writers  indoraed  Seoession  as  a 


right,  and  favored  it  as  an  end  ;  but 
the  great  majority  wished  it  carried 
no  furtlier  than  would  be  necessary 
to  frighten,  or  bully  the  *  Black  Re; 
publicans'  out  of  what  they  termed 
their '  prindplee,'  and  sink  them,  with 
their  *  oonservative'  fellow-eitizens, 
into  measureless  abasement  at  the 
footstool  of  the  Slave  Power.  And 
nearly  even'  current  indication  of 
public  sentiment  pointed  to  this  as 
the  jirobable  result,  ])rovided  '  the 
South'  bhould  only  evince  a  willing- 
ness to  accept  the  prostration,  and 
graciously  forgive  the  suppliant.  As 
trade  fell  off,  and  work  in  the  citieB 
and  manufacturing  villages  was  withr 
ered  at  the  breath  of  the  Southern 
sirocco,  the  heart  of  the  North  seemed 
to  sink  witliin  her;  and  the  Charter 
Elections  at  Boston,  Lowell,  Kox- 
bury',  Ciiarlestown,  Worcester,  etc., 
iu  Massachusetts,  and  at  Iludsou,  ett;., 
in  Kew  Tork,  which  took  place  early 
in  December,  1860,  showed  a  striking 
and  general  reduction  of  Bepublican 
strength.  What  must  and  could  be 
done  to  placate  the  deeply  oftended 
and  almo.st  hop('lc>sly  alienated 
South,  was  the  current  theme  of  con- 
versation, and  of  newsj»aj»('r  discussion. 

Of  tlie  meetings  held  to  this  end, 
the  most  imposing  may  fairly  be  cited 
aa  a  sample  of  the  whole.  The  city 
of  Philadelphia  had  given  a  small 
majority  for  Lincoln  over  all  his  com- 
petitors. Her  ^fayor,  Alexander 
Henry,  thougli  of  '  American'  ante- 
cedents, had  l)een  among  his  support- 
ers. On  the  loth  of  December,  he 
issued  an  official  Proclamation, by 
advice  of  the  Councils''  of  the  city, 
summoning  the  whole  people  there- 
of to  assemble  on  the  18th  in  Inde- 
pendence Square,  tliere  to  ''counsel 
together,*'  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
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Disanion  appeared  to  be  imminent, 
unlesi^  the  "  loyal  people,  casting  off 
tbe  spirit  of  party,  slioultl,  in  a  special 
manner,  avow  tlieir  nnfailinpf  fidelity 
to  the  Uni*»n,  and  tlieir  abiding  faith 
ill  the  Constitution  and  laws." 

The  meeting  vaa  held  aoocndingl  j ; 
called  to  order  bj  the  President  of 
the  Common  ConocO,  prayed  for  by 
Bishop  Potter,  and  the  speaking  ini- 
tiated by  Mayor  llenry,  who,  after 
cautioning  his  hearers  to  discard  "  all 
son/ 1 J  and  >t>  [f-mt<'ri  f<ted  views,"  and 
to  avow  their  '*  unbroken  attachment 
to  the  Union,"  and  their  determina- 
tion to  leave  no  honest  effort  un- 
tried to  preserve  its  integrity/'  pro- 
ceeded to  set  Ibrdi  the  provocations 
to  Secession,  and  the  proper  means 
of  counteracting  it,  after  this  &shion : 

"  My  fellow-citizetiH,  T  .«lioiild  bo  fiilso  to 
tlie  pf (sit  ion  in  which  you  huvo  phiced  me — 
1  slidultl  he  recreant  to  niy  sense  of  duty — 
if  I  withheld  an  avowal  of  the  truth  which 
.  this  occuiiiou  demands.  I  speak  to  you 
frankly,  my  fellow-citizens ;  I  tell  yon  tbat, 
if.  in  any  portion  of  our  confederacy,  senti- 
ments have  heen  oiilcrtained  and  cherished 
which  are  inimical  to  the  civil  rights  and 
social  inittitutioQs  of  any  other  portion, 
thqae  sentiments  should  Ijc  relinquished  and 
discountenanced.  (Cheers.)  The  family  dis- 
cipline which  you  choose  to  adopt  for  your 
own  fireside,  whilst  it  does  not  violate  the 
law  cmkr  which  you  dwell,  is  your  rightful 
prerojrative;  and  you  are  prompt  to  resist 
the  offieioos  intenneddling  of  others,  how- 
ever well  intended.  (Apiilau.se.)  The  so- 
cial institutions  of  eadi  Siuto  in  this  Union 
are  eqnally  the  rightful  prerogatives  of  its 
<dUzcn-4:  and,  sn  loii^'  .'is  tlinso  institiitioiiH  do 
notcontruvene  the  principles  of  your  Federal 
compact,  none  may  Justly  inter  toe  with,  or 
righteously  denounce  them.  (Appliui'^o.) 
Tlje  efficient  caii«o  of  the  distracted  condi- 
tion of  our  cuuntry  is  to  be  found  in  the 
prevalent  belief  of  tbe  citusena  of  the  South 
that  their  brethren  of  the  North  are,  as  a 
community,  arrayed  afrainst  a  social  institu- 
tioti  which  they  regard  as  essential  to  their 
pr ".periiy.  Ton  are  ready  to  aver  tmtb- 
lullv  tlijit  such  belief  is  niistjiken  and  un- 
foanded ;  but  it  becomes  all  who  are  actua- 

"  Of  the  State  Supreme  Court ;  ninco,  beaten 
as  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Uoveroor.  in 


ted  by  an  earnest  brotlu  rliood  to  see  to  it 
that,  where  public  sentiment  hiiH  been  niis- 
led,  it  shall  be  restored  to  its  standpoint  of 
twenty-five  years  sinoe.  The  misplaced 
teachings  of  the  pulpit,  the  unwise  rhapso- 
dies of  the  lecture- room,  the  exciting  ap- 
peals of  the  press,  on  the  subject  of  Slavery, 
must  be  frowned  down  by  a  just  and  law* 
abiding  people.  (Great  applause.)  Thus,  and 
thns  only,  nuiy  you  hope  to  avoid  the  section- 
al discord,  agitation,  and  animosity,  which,  at 
frcqvioiilly  recurring  ]icriods,  have  shaken 
your  political  fabric  to  ita  center,  and,  at 
last»  nave  itndenained  its  very  foondation." 

Hon.  Joseph  R  Ingcrsoll  (old-line 
Whig,  but  anti'Uncoln)  followed  in 
a  far  less  humiliating  strain,  but  nig- 

ing  tho  immediate,  unconditional  re- 
})eal  of  the  State  act  antagonistic  to 
the  Fugitive  Slave  Lnw ;  wliich  prop- 
osition was  liuilfd  with  ciithusiaiitic 
cheers,    lie  c  losed  as  follows  : 

"Wo  are  all  one  country.  It  is  a  farce  to 
Mijiposo  that  this  country  will  be  divided. 
( Applau«e.)  It  will  lie  united  in  peace  or  in 
war.  (Applause.)  You  may  see,  perhaps, 
legions  brought  against  legions,  in  a  domes- 
tic fury  that  shall  be  worse  than  the  fury  of 
a  foreign  enemy,  and  they  will  be  nnitea  hi 
doing  harm.  While  we,  in  tho  center  of  tho 
country,  will  endeavor  to  interuose  liindncss 
and  j)eace,  in  order  to  restore  the  conntry  to 
the  situation  in  which  it  was  loft  at  tho 
death  of  Washington,  let  us  bo  determined 
to  maintain  the  rights  of  the  wliole  country, 
and  extend  the  feeling  of  fellowship  over  all 
tho  land.    (Great  cheering.)" 

Judjro  Georfro  "W.  Woodward" 
spoke  next,  eoiiiineiu  iiio;  by  an  as- 
saidt  on  IVfr.  Liiu-uhrs  ])remonition 
that  'the  Union  must  become  all 
Slave  or  all  Free,'  and  proceeding 
to  indicate  the  exdnsion  of  Slavery 
from  the  territories  as  a  dogma  whi<^ 
miij^t  be  ^ven  up,  or  the  Union  waa 
lost.  Ilero  is  bis  statement  and  con- 
demnation of  tlic  ]>olicy  inaugurated 
bv  Thomas  Jefferson  : 

"  The  inexorable  exclusion  of  slave  prop* 
erty  from  the  common  terrHoTies,  which  tne 

Government  holds  in  trust  for  the  peoj)le  of 
all  the  btates,  is  a  natural  and  direct  stop 
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toward  tho  gr&x\(i  result  of  cxtinjfUHliinff  i 
fdftve  property,  and  was  one  of  tho  rucurd 
IflSQM  or  the  late  election.  This  policy 
nnist  be  considertMl  n-*  approve*!  al»o.  Not 
that  every  man  wliu  voted  for  the  successful 
nominee  meant  to  affirm  that  a  trustee  for 
several  cov-tpial  parties  has  a  right,  in  law  or 
reason,  to  excluilo  the  property  of  some  and 
admit  that  of  others  of  tho  parties  for  whom 
he  holds ;  but  so  is  the  record.  Tho  South 
seems  inclined  to  accept  the  judtfment.  She 
hoUls  tho  property  that  is  to  bo  slmt  out  of 
the  territoriea-^th«t  i»  to  be  restricted,  crib- 
be<l,  and  confined  more  ancl  more  nnnl  it  is 
finally  extinguished.  Everywhere  in  the 
South,  the  people  are  begiuuiog  to  look  out 
for  the  means  of  self-defense.  Oonld  it  be 
expected  tliat  she  would  bo  inditferent  to 
such  ovoote  as  have  occurred  ( — that  she 
would  stand  idle,  and  see  measures  concert- 
ed  and  carried  forward  for  the  annihilation 
of  her  property  in  slaves  i  Several  Suilvs 
propose  to  retire  from  the  confederacy ;  and 
tliat  Justly  alarms  us.  Wc  oome  together  to 
consider  what  may  bo  done  to  prevent  it; 
and  we  are  bound,  in  fidelity  to  ourselves 
and  otherss  to  take  the  measoreof  the  whole 
lUiignitude  of  the  danger." 

The  Judge  proceeded  to  set  forth 
tliat  the  questioiiB  raised  among  our 
fibthers  by  the  introdnetion  of  Slavery 
had  been  wisely  settled : 

"  If  the  Anglo-Saxon  loves  liberty  above 
all  other  uieu,  he  is  not  inditierent  to  gain 
and  thrift,  and  is  remarkable  for  his  capacity 
of  adaptation,  whereby  lie  takes  advantage 
of  any  circumstances  in  which  ho  liuds  him- 
Botf  placed.  And,  aooordingly,  by  the  time 
the  colonists  were  prepared  to  throw  off  the 
British  yoke,  and  to  assume  among  the  Pow- 
ers of  the  earth  the  separate  and  e<pud  sta- 
tion to  which  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  na- 
tare*s  Ood  entitled  them,  it  bad  been  dis- 
covered  that  tho  mnvekuinr  workers,  against 
whose  introduction  such  eoruest  protests  had 
lioen  made,  ooold  be  turned  to  profitable  ao- 
count  in  the  Southern  States — that  the  Afri- 
oau  constitution  was  well  adapted  to  labor 
in  latitades  which  alone  could  produce  some 
of  the  great  staples  of  life  —  and  that  the 
North,  which  could  not  otn[)loy  them  profit- 
ably, would  be  benetited  by  such  en»ploy- 
mcnt  as  tho  South  could  aflurd.  ('"iisidera- 
tions  of  huuuuiity  also,  as  well  as  tiio  rights 
of  private  property,  entered  into  the  discus- 
sions of  that  day.  What  was  best  for  an  in- 
ferior race,  thrust  unwillingly  upon  a  supo- 
rior?  Tliat  both  should  l>e  free?  or  that  the 
inferior  should  senre  the  superior,  and  the 
•npeiior  be  bomid  by  the  law  of  the  rdation 
to  proleet  the  inferiorif    That  was  a  groat 

question;  and,  like  all  the  questions  of  that 


day,  it  was  wisely  settled.  Tlio  Northern 
States  abtdishcd  their  Slavery ;  and  so  grati- 
fied their  innate  love  of  freedom — but  they 
did  it  gradually,  and  so  did  not  wound  their 
love  of  gain.  They  iw^</  cut  Slurtri/  to  tlie 
South;  and  they  reoelvc<l  a  full  e(]uivuleut, 
not  only  in  tffe  price  paid  down,  hut  in  the 
manufacturing  and  commercial  prosperity 
which  grew  up  from  tlie  productions  of 
slave  labor.  When  the  Oonstitution  oame 
to  be  formed,  some  of  the  Northern  States 
.still  held  slaves;  but  several  had  abolished 
the  institution,  and  it  must  have  been  ap- 
parent that  natural  oanses  would  Ibroe  it 
ultimately  altogether  upon  the  South.  The 
love  of  liberty  was  as  intense  as  ever,  and  as 
strong  at  the  South  as  at  the  North ;  and  the 
love  of  gain  was  common  also  to  both  sec- 
tions. Hero  were  two  master  passions  U)  be 
acyusted,  under  droomstances  of  the  gravest 
delicacy.  They  ttxre  adjusted,  in  tho  only 
manner  possilde,  Couccssious  and  compro- 
mises— consideration  for  each  others*  feel- 
ings and  interests — sacrifices  of  pr^ndioesi, 
forbearance,  and  moderation — tiiese  were 
the  means  by  which  tho  '  more  perfect 
Union*  was  formed.  And  what  a  work  it 
wast  If  the  Union  had  nerer  broufht  ns  a 
single  blessing,  tho  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  would  still  have  been  a  magnifi- 
cent monument  to  the  unselfish  patriotism 
of  its  founders.  Not  an  alliance  merely,  but 
a  close  and  perfect  Union,  between  people 
equally  ambitions,  equally  devoted  to  free- 
dom, etpi.illy  bent  on  bettering  their  condi- 
tion, but  stparat^'d  by  State  lines  and  jeal- 
OUS  of  State  rights — one  section  seeks  its 
prosperity  under  institutions  which  were  to 
make  every  man  a  freeman — the  other  un- 
der institutions  which  tolerated  negro  Sla- 
very. Had  the  Constitution  failed  to  work 
out  the  beneficent  results  intended,  liere  was 
an  instance  of  human  efforts  to  do  good, 
which  would  forever  have  challenged  the 
admiration  of  mankind.  Bnt  it  did  not  fkil, 
thank  God  !  it  has  made  us  a  great  and  pros- 
perous nation,  and  the  admiration  of  the 
worid  fbr  the  motives  of  the  fbnndm,  is 
swallowed  up  in  wonder  at  the  success  of 
their  work.  But  all  this  the  '  irrepressible 
confiiot'  ignores.  The  passion  fbr  liberty  hae 
burned  out  all  inemories  of  the  compromise 
and  the  compact  iu  these  Northern  commu- 
nities, which,  under  the  false  name  of  Lib> 
erty  bills,  obstruct  tho  execution  of  the  l>ar- 
gain.  Wiiat  part  of  the  purposes  of  the 
founders  are  the  '  nndergronnd railroads*  in- 
tended to  promote?  Whence  came  these 
excessive  sensibilities,  that  cannot  Iwar  a  few 
slaves  in  a  remote  territory  until  tho  white 
people  establish  a  Constitution  ?  What  does 
that  adfttor  or  preacher  know  of  the  Union, 
and  of  lint  men  who  made  it,  who  habitually 
revika  and  uisrepreseuts  the  Southern  peo- 
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f>le,  m<i  wraiteiilM  fgnonnit  andtlMtboagbt- 
098  in  our  midst  tohatoand  persecute  thorn? 
Be  not  deceived.  Let  me  not  prophesy 
amooUk  things,  and  orj  Peace,  when  tliere 
in  no  peace.  Let  the  trntli  bo  apolceiif  be 
heard,  be  pondered,  if  we  mean  to  save  the 
Union.** 

Judge  "Woodward  oondnded  biB 
address  to  this  non-partisaa  Union 
meeting  after  tiiiB  fbahion: 

"  Tlavo  T  not  a  richt  to  my  that  a  Govern- 
ment which  was  all-sufficient  for  the  coun- 
try fifty  yeann  ago,  when  soil  and  climate 
and  State  Bovereipnty  -were  tni'sti'd  to  rci^u- 
late  the  spread  of  blaver;,  is  itisullicieDt  to- 
day, when  every  npetart  politician  can  atlr 
the  people  to  mutiny  apninst  the  domestic 
institution!?  of  our  Southern  neighbors — 
when  the  riliaM  Jestaof  leditlons  edit^irs  like 
(?rp  ley  and  Beecher  can  sway  lo-rislaturoa 
and  popular  votes  ajrainst  the  liandiwork  of 
Wasiiiuffton  or  Madi»on — when  tho  sonnil- 
ons  libels  of  such  a  book  as  Helper's  become 
a  fiiTorite  campaign  document,  and  are  ac- 
cepted by  thonsands  as  law  and  go-^pel  both 
— when  Jealoosy  and  hate  have  extingoished 
all  onr  fhatMiial  feelings  for  those  who  were 
born  our  brethren,  and  who  have  done  na 

no  harm  ?" 

Mr.  Charles  E.  Lex  (who  had  voted 
for  Lincoln)  made  au  apologetic  and 
deprecatory  Bpeech,  wherein  he  said : 

However  they  may  suppose  the  ccmtra- 
ry,  our  affections  are  not  alienated  from  our 
Sonthem  friends ;  and,  even  now,  the  rumor 
of  any  damage  to  them  ft*om  a  domestic 
Bource  would  bring  to  their  aid  a  legion  of 
yonng  men  from  this  State — ay,  and  of 
thoae  more  advanced  In  life— ready  to  asaist 

them  in  the  eiiierirciiry,  and  willing'  to  shed 
their  blood  in  their  defense.  1  appeal  to 
yon,  oiticena  of  PliiUidelphia,  whether  I  am 
not  speaking  the  truth.  What,  tlum,  can  wo 
lay  to  them  ?  What  more  than  wo  have  ex- 
pressed in.  the  raaolntions  we  have  offered  f 
If  they  are  really  aggrieved  by  any  laws 
upon  our  Htatuto-books  opposed  to  their 
rights — if,  upon  examination,  any  such  are 
found  to  be  in  contlict  with  the  Constitution 
of  these  United  States — nay,  further:  if  they 
but  serve  to  irritate  onr  bretiiren  of  the 
bonth,  whether  constitutional  or  not,  I,  for 
one,  have  no  objection  that  thoy  should  in- 
stantly bu  repealed.  They  arc  not  necessary 
to  onr  eziateooe  aa  a  State.  We  have  lived 
wttiioat  them  in  yean  l^at  are  past,  and  we 
cau  live  without  them  again.  I  am  not 
here,  however,  to  concede  thai,  in  this  re- 
•peet,  onr  noble  oommonwealdi  has  done 
«ay  intwittnmal  wrong;  hot    in  onr  oalm 


judgment,  it  shall  appc.ir  tbafe  ofar  ftelinge, 

in  the  slightest  degree  waq)ed,  have  appa- 
rently indicted  any  iigury,  she  is  noble  and 
generona  enoogh  mannliy  to  repdr  it  Let 
the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  be  exc'iired  in  its 
full  intent  and  spirit,  it  is  the  law  of  the 
land ;  let  it  be  implicitly  obeyed.  We  might, 
perhaps,  have  desiretl  to  have  a  few  of  its 
provisions  moditied ;  but  let  it  remain  as  it 
is,  however  liable  these  portions  may  be  to 
Northern  criticism,  if  tho  South  deem  it  ne- 
cessary for  tiio  protection  of  her  rights.  Let 
us,  too,  submit,  as  we  have  hitherto  cheer- 
fully done,  to  tho  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
Oonrt  of  the  United  States.  It  is  the  great 
bld^v.•lrk  of  the  Constitution.  Its  judgments 
should  be  final  and  oooolaaive,  and  not  be 
qaestioned  in  any  quarter.  Whilst  the  free 
discussion  of  every  question  is  tho  privilege 
of  every  citiasen  of  the  Republic,  lot  us  dis- 
oonntenanee  any  dennnoianon  of  Slavery,  or 
of  those  who  nmintain  that  institution,  as 
intemi>erate  and  wrong,  whether  they  are 

Eromulgated  in  the  leotnre-room,  at  the  po- 
tioal  gathering,  or  from  the  aaered  deik.'* 

Hr.  Theodore  Cujler  fbllowed  in 
a  kindred  strain,  illTiBtrating  his  no- 
tion of  what  was  required  to  bring 

back  the  seceders  and  restore  frater- 
nal concord  to  the  Union,  aa  follows: 

*'  Let  us  of  tho  North  get  back  to  our  true 
position.  I^et  us  first  set  the  example  of 
perfect  obedience  to  the  Constitution  and 
tho  lawn;  and  then,  when  we  shall  hata 
pulled  tho  beam  from  our  own  eye,  we  may 
talk  to  our  brother  of  the  mote  in  his.  Let 
us  return  the  fugitive  from  labor,  as  we  are 
bound  to  do ;  or,  if  we  permit  hia  reaoae  by 
nnlawftil  violence,  compensate  his  owner  for 
the  loss.  Let  us  repeal  our  obnoxious  Per- 
sonal Liberty  bills — thoee  mean  evasions  of 
the  plainest  duty ;  let  na  receive  oar  brother 
of  tho  South,  if  he  will  come  arrnmg  us  for  a 
little  time,  attended  by  bis  servant,  and  per- 
mit him  thna  to  oome.  We  are  bonnd  by  a 
sacred  compact  not  to  interftre  or  meddle 
with  the  institution  of  Slavery  as  it  exists  in 
many  of  onr  aiater  Btatea;  and  yet  the  pnU 

f)it  and  the  press,  and  many  of  our  piiblio 
lalK  are  chxiueut  with  violent  and  intlani- 
matory  appeals  touching  this  subject,  whoso, 
mischief,  extending  far  beyond  the  boundary 
of  our  own  Commonwealth,  extends  into 
tho  very  heart  of  neighboring  States.  Who 
shall  say,  fellow-citizens,  how  much  of  our 
present  peril  springs  fh>m  this  very  cause t 
Can  we  wondor  tiiat  our  Southern  brothw 
feels  that  the  heart  of  hia  Northern  fellow- 
oitiien  hi  ihnt  againat  hfant  Ckn  we  tat-jtik 
that  tbeia  appeala  have  raaehad  tba  Slavaa 
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themselves,  and  filled  with  dread  and 

hension  the  oiico  qtiiet  and  happy  hotnes  of 
many,  very  luauy,  Southern  nmsters?  Fel- 
tow-dtimia,  although  the  law  may  be  pow- 
erles"*,  yet  there  is  a  moral  force  which  can 
and  would  arrest  this  evil.  I  appeal  to  you 
earneatly — to  each  one  of  joa  individually 
— by  every  lawful  means  in  your  power,  to 
put  an  end  to  the  violent  and  intiainnia- 
tory  discussion  of  this  unhappy  subject.  The 
past^  the  present,  and  the  fotare,  appeal  to 
yon  eloquently  to  be  true  to  your  country 
and  to  yours*  ] v<'st.  \ever  before  has  con- 
Btitutioaal  liberty  assumed  so  fair  a  form 
amonff  men  as  here  with  vs.  Never  before, 
Tinder  its  influoiHH'  and  protection,  has  any 
people  been  so  speedily  and  haupily  borne 
to  great  prosperity;  iintQ  now  the  imagina- 
tion sinks  in  tlio  oftbrt  to  contemplate  that 
glorious  future  on  whose  very  threshold  our 
feet  have  stood.  Can  it  he  that  madness 
and  faiiaticisTu — can  it  be  that  seltislmess 
and  sectionalism — are  about  to  destroy  this 
noblest  form  of  government,  freighted  as  it  is 
with  the  highest  hopea  of  hamaiii^  t  (Load 
cheers.)" 

Mr.  Isaac  TTazlelmrst  closed  tlie 
disfiissioii  in  a  far  manlier  spirit, 
fiimsell'  a  '  Coiitjervative,'  the  '  Amer- 
iom'  esndidate  fiir  Governor  in  181(7, 
lie  bad  no  palinode  to  offer  for  Kortih- 
em  *  ftnatioiBm,'  and  no  tfaooi^t  of 
eronehiDg  to  Southern  treason.  On 
the  contrary,  he  spoke^  'vrith  flingolar 
and  manly  directneeS)  as  ibllowa : 

"FeDow-oitizens,  it  is  no  time  for  party, 
becanae  there  are  no  party  questions  to  be 
dlscnased.  We  are  here  for  the  purpose  of 

endeavoring;  to  preserve  tJic  Union  of  these  \ 
States.    The  American  Union  was  made  j 
perfect  by  the  people  of  these  States,  and 
by  the  people  of  these  States  it  is  to  be  ' 
maintained  and  preserved.    It  is  not  a  tpies- 
tioo  of  "■m^st  be  preserved,'  but,  in  the  lan- 
gaaffQ  of  Gen.  Jackson,  'it  thall  be  pre- 
served.'   (Applause.)  ♦  ♦  *  I  say,  fellow- 
citizens,  that  Pennsylvania  has  been  true  to 
the  Gonstitotion  and  the  Union.  She  has 
always  been  loyal  to  it   There  is  no  donbt 
upon  that  suhjert.    She  has  nothing  what- 
ever to  repent  of;  and  we  will  maintain 
these  princ  iples  as  presented  by  yoar  reso- 
lutions.  I  care  not  where  the  traitors  are — 
I  care  not  where  they  hide  themselves — ^the 
first  arm  that  is  raised  aaeXnei  the  Oonstitn- 
tion  and  tlic  T'nion,  I  will  briuf;  all  that  T 
have  to  their  defense — all  that  I  have  to  se-  I 
flora  the  tnHoreeiMnt  of  the  lawn  ('Good!*  1 


I  Of  tihe  veeolvtionfl  in  ivliidi  the 
spirit  of  thiB  meeting  was  embodied, 
theee  are  the  most  mgnifioant; 

**  Smheiy  A.  That  the  people  of  Phfladel' 

phia  hereby  pledge  themselves  to  the  citi- 
zens of  the  otlier  States  that  the  statute- 
books  of  Pennsylvania  ahall  be  earefnily 
searelii  fl  at  tlie  approaching  session  of  the 
Legislature,  and  that  every  statute,  if  any 
snch -there  be,  which,  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree, invades  the  Cf)nstitutional  riirhts  of 
citizens  of  a  sister  Stat«,  will  be  at  once  re- 
l>ealed  ;  and  that  Pennsylvania,  ever  loyal  to 
the  Union,  and  liberal  in  mnstruing  her  ob- 
ligations to  it,  will  be  faithlul  always  in  her 
obedience  to  its  requirements. 

*'  RetoltedL,  6.  That  we  recognize  the  obli- 
gations of  the  act  of  Congress  of  1850,  com- 
monly known  as  the  Futritive  Slave  Law, 
and  submit  cheerfully  to  its  faithful  enfaroe- 
ment;  and  that  we  point  with  pride  and 

I  satisfaction  to  the  recent  conviction  and  pun- 
ishment, in  this  city  of  Philadelphia,  of  those 
who  had  broken  its  provisions  by  aiding  fan 
tlie  attempted  rescue  of  a  slave,  as  proof  that 
Philadelphia  is  faithful  in  her  obedience  to  the 
law  ;  and  furthermore,  that  we  recommend 
to  the  Legislature  of  our  own  State  the  pas- 
8!ige  of  a  law  wliicii  bIiuU  give  compensa- 
tion, in  case  of  the  rescue  of  a  captared 
slave,  by  the  connty  in  which  such  rescue 
ocx^urs,  precisely  as  is  now  done  by  existing 
laws  in  case  of  destmotioii  of  proper^  bj 
violence  of  mohs. 

"  Retolved,  6.  That,  as  to  the  question  of 
the  recognition  of  slaves  as  property,  and  as 
to  the  qaesUon  of  the  rights  of  slaveholders 
in  the  territories  of  the  United  Btatea,  the 
peoj)le  of  Philadelphia  stibtrut  themselves 
obediently  and  cheerfully  to  the  decisions  of 
the  Supreme  Oomt  of  the  United  Stateai 
whether  now  made  or  ]n'r-i  after  to  he  made; 
and  they  pledge  thomtK.-lves  faithfidly  to  ob- 
serve the  Constitution  in  these  respects,  aa 
tlic  same  has  l)een  or  may  be  exponnded  by 
that  august  tribunal.  And,  further:  they 
recommend  that  whatever  point.s  of  doubt 
exist  touching  these  subjects  be,  in  some 
amicable  and  lawful  way,  forthwith  submit- 
ted to  the  consideration  of  said  ('ourt;  and 
that  its  opinion  be  accepted  as  the  final  and 
authoritative  solution  of  all  doabts  as  to  tlie 
meaning  of  the  Goostitatlon  on  oontrofwtad 

points. 

**Rmhed,  *f.  That  all  dennneiationa  of 

Slavery,  as  existing  in  the  Ignited  States,  .and 
of  our  fellow-citizens  who  maintain  that  in- 
stitution, and  who  hold  dsves  under  it,  are 
inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  brotherhood 
and  kindness  which  ought  to  animate  all 
who  five  nndir  and  profess  to  support  the 
Oonatitation  of  the  Amerioan  Union." 
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That  the  meaning  of  all  this  waa— 
^In  the  hope  of  winning  back  the 

acceded  States,  and  of  retaining  the  ' 
trade,  custom,  and  profits,  wliicli  we 
have  hitherto  derived  from  tlic  slave- 
holders, we  here])v  soleiunlv  ]>led<'e 
ourselves  n(?ver  more  to  say  or  do,  ; 
nor  let  our  neighbors  say  or  do,  aught 
calculated  to  displease  said  slavehold- 
ers or  oflTend  the  Sktve  Power,"  was 
promptljdemonatrated.  Hr.  George 
W,  OnrtiB,  one  of  onr  most  attract- 
ive and  popular  public  fspeakers,  had 
been  (>ngaged  by  '  the  People's  Liter- 
ary Institute'  of  Philadelphia  to  lec- 
ture on  tlie  evening  atter  the  great 
meeting,  ami  had  announced  an  his 
subject,  "The  Policy  of  Honesty." 
What  reflectionB  were  Bugge&ted  by 
that  topic  or  title  to  the  engineera  of 
the  meeting,  can  only  be  infbrred 
from  the  foUowing  notification : 

"OfWce  of  the  Ma  von  of  thr  Oitt  of  ) 
FaiLADBLPJUA,  Deo.  10,  1860.  ^ 
**  DiAB  Bn : — The  appeannoe  of  OaoiwK 

W.  Cruris,  Esq.,  as  a  lecturer  before  the 
People's  Literary  Institute,  on  Tliursday 
evening  next,  will  be  extremelj  unwise.  If 
I  po>^se««sc(l  tfio  lawful  power,  I  would  not 
permit  Lis  presence  on  ttiat  occa^oo. 
*«yei7  respeetftdljr,  etc. 

"  Ai  FXAN'DKK  ITkntit.  Mayor. 
"  Jamks  W.  WiuTE,  E.s(|.,  Cluuruinii.  ' 

The  foIlf)wing  letter  from  the  own- 
er of  the  Hall  betrajs  a  common  im-  ] 


pnlse,  if  not  a  common  origin,  with 
the  Iforegoing: 

"Oomnnrr  Haix,  DeoemlMrll,  1860. 

"Df.ar  Sut: — T  have  Ix-en  offiriallt/  in- 
formed that,  in  tlm  event  of  (i.  W.  Curtis 
lecturing  in  this  Hall  un  Thursday  evening 
next,  a  riot  is  iuiti('i[>ate(l.  Under  these  eir- 
eunihtances,  I  cannot  permit  the  Hall  to  be 
used  im  that  occasion.  Respectftdlf, 
"  TriovAa  A.  Anoaiwa. 

"J.  W.  White,  E*^g." 

So  the  Lincoln  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, like  a  gocKl  many  other  North-  . 
eFn  cities,  made  her  bid  for  bIuvo- 
holding  forbearance  and  patronage — 
no  one  obaenring,  nor  even  hinting, 
that  the  North  had  rights  and  grier- 
ances,  as  well  as  the  South — that 
"sectionaF'  aspirations,  aggreaaiona^ 
encroachments,  -vrore  not  c  onfined  fo 
Free  States;  and  tliat.  in  the  concilia- 
tion 80  generally  and  earnestly  com- 
mended, the  Slave  Power  might 
fairly  be  aaked  to  accord  same  conssid- 
eration,  some  respect,  if  not  to  make 
some  oonoeanon,  to  that  generona^ 
loving  apirit,  which  recognizee  a 
brother  in  the  most  repulsive  form  of 
Homanity,  which  keenly  feela  that 
wrong  and  degradation  any  neces- 
sarily involvt^  reproach  llnd  peril  to 
all,  and  will  rest  content  with  nothing 
short  of  Universal  Justice  and  Im- 
partial Freedom. 


XXIV. 

•CONCILIATION'   IN  CONGEESS. 

Tn  XXXYIth  Congress  recon- 1  the  year  then  eLoainghadbeenone  of 
Tened  for  ita  aecond  and  last  aeaaion  general  health,  ample  harvests,  and 

on  Monday,  December  8, 1860,  and  '  commercial  prosperity,  he  ]dunged 
President  Buchanan  transmitted  his   into  the  great  political  controveiaj 
fourth  and  last  Annual  Message  next    of  the  day  after  this  fashion  : 
day.  After  briefly  stating  therein  that        Wbj  is  it,  then,  that  diaoontant  now  ao 
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extensively  prevails,  and  tho  Union  of  the 
States,  which  U  the  source  of  all  these  blesa- 
inga,  la  threatened  with  destruction?  Tho 
lonti-''nnttiniv(l  and  intemperate  interference 
of  tlic  Xortliera  people  with  tho  question  of 
Slavt  ry  in  the  Southern  States  has  at  length 
produced  its  natural  effects.  Tho  different 
sections  of  the  TJnioa  ore  ooir  arrnycd 
against  each  other;  ftnd  the  time  has  arrived, 
BO  much  dreaded  hj  the  Father  of  liis  Coon- 
try,  when  hostile  geojrrnphieiil  parties  have 
hecn  formed.  T  have  I  ihl:  forenoon,  nnd 
often  forewarned  niy  couutr^uien  of  tho  now 
impending  danger.  This  does  not  proceed 
solely  from  the  claitMs  on  the  part  of  Con- 
•  gress  or  tho  Territorial  Le^jislatures  to  ex- 
clude Slavery  from  tho  territories,  nor  from 
the  efforts  of  dilfereiit  States  to  defeat  tlie 
execution  of  tlie  Fugitive  Slave  law. 

"AH  or  any  of  these  evils  might  have 
heen  endured  by  the  Soutli  without  danper 
to  tho  Union  (as  others  have  been),  ia  tlio 
hope  that  time  and  reriection  niiglit  apply 
the  remedy.  The  immediate  peril  arisen, 
not  so  much  from  these  causes,  as  from  the 
fact  that  the  incessant  and  violent  agitation 
of  the  blavery  question  throughout  the  North 
for  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  has  at 
length  produced  its  malign  influence  on  tlio 
slaves,  and  inspired  them  with  va^e  no- 
tions of  freedom.  Henee,  a  sense  of  seen- 
rity  no  longer  exists  around  the  family  altar. 
*This  feeling  of  peace  at  home  hns  given 
I>laee  to  apprehensions  of  servile  insurrec- 
tion. Many  a  matron  throughout  the  South 
retires  at  night  in  dread  of  wluit  may  befall 
herself  and  Iier  children  before  tho  morning, 
8hould  this  apprehension  of  domestic  dan- 
ger, whether  real  or  imaginary,  extend  and 
intensify  ilseU"  until  it  shall  pervade  the 
masses  of  the  oontbero  people,  then  disunion 
vlll  become  ineritahle.  Self-preservation  is 
the  first  law  of  nature,  and  has  been  im- 
planted in  the  heart  of  man  by  his  Creator 
im  the  wisest  purpose;  and  no  poKtioal 
union,  however  fraught  with  blessiii^^s  and 
benetits  in  all  other  respects,  can  Ions  cou- 
tioue,  if  tho  necessary  consequence  M  to 
render  tlio  liomes  and  the  firesidi  s  of  nearly 
half  tlie  ])artie3  to  it  habitually  and  hopo- 
leasly  insecure.  Sooner  or  later,  the  bonds 
of  such  a  Union  must  ]>o  severed.  It  is  my 
conviction  tliat  this  fatal  period  has  not  yet 
arrived;  and  my  prayer  to  God  is,  that  lie 
would  preserve  tho  Constitution  and  the 
Union  throughout  all  generations. 

**Bnt  lei  ns  take  warning  in  time,  and  re- 
move the  cause  of  danger.  It  catinot  bo  de- 
nied that,  for  five-and-twenty  years,  tho  agi- 
tation at  the  North  against  Slavery  in  the 
South  has  been  incessant.  In  1835,  i)iot<> 
rial  handbills  and  inflammatory  appeals  were 
drenlaled  •ztcnsivelj  throoghoiit  the  South, 


of  a  character  to  excite  the  pristslons  of  the 
slaves;  and,  in  tho  language  of  Gen. 
Jackson,  'to  stimulate  them  to  insurrection, 
and  produce  all  the  horrors  of  a  servile  war.' 
This  agitation  has  ever  since  been  continued 
by  tho  public  press,  by  tho  proceedings  of 
State  and  Ooantj  Conventions^  and  hj 
Abolition  sermons  and  lectures.  The  time 
of  Congress  has  been  occupied  in  violent 
si>eechcs  on  this  nover-endijig  sobyeot;  and 
appeals,  in  pamphlet  and  other  forms,  in- 
dorstid  by  distinguished  names,  have  been 
I  sent  forth  from  this  central  point,  and 
spread  broadcast  over  the  Union. 

"IIow  easy  would  it  bo  for  tho  Aniorioatt 
people  to  settle  tho  Slaveiy  question  forever, 
and  to  restore  peace  and  luunnonj  to  thla 
distracted  country ! 

"They,  and  tliey  alone,  can  <lo  it.  All 
that  is  necessary  to  accomplish  tho  object, 
and  all  for  which  the  Slave  btates  have  ever 
contended,  is,  to  be  let  alone,  and  permitted 
to  manage  their  domestic  institutions  in  tbeir 
own  way.  As  sovereign  States,  they,  and 
they  alone,  are  responsible  before  €h>d 
and  tho  world  for  the  Slavery  existing  among 
them.  For  this,  the  people  of  the  North 
are  not  more  responsible,  and  have  no  more 
right  to  interfere,  than  with  similar  instita- 
tions  iti  Ru.s8ia  or  in  Brazil.  Upon  th«d^ 
gooil  sense  and  patriotio  tobeanuuMt  I  oon- 
fesa  I  greatlj  nSj." 

Howa  sane  man  cotdd  talk  In  this 
wajyin  fbll  view  of  the  Texas,  Nebras- 
ka, and  KanBas  struggles  of  the  last 
few  years,  and  of  tlie  persistent  efforts 
to  acquire  Cuba,  and  "regenerate" 
Central  America  in  the  interest  of 
the  Slave  Power,  is  one  of  the  pro- 
blems reserved  for  Bolution  in  some 
future  and  higher  e.xiiiteuce.  To  ex- 
pose its  moon8istettC7  with  notorioua 
&et8  were  a  waste  of  time  and  effort; 
to  lose  temper  over  it  were  even  a 
graver  mistake:  t1io  ]iroper,  fittest 
frame  of  mind  wherein  to  contem- 
plate it  is  one  of  silent  wonder. 

Mr,  Buchanan  proceeded  to  argue 
that  the  election  of  Mr.  Linctoln 
"  does  not  of  itself  afford  just  cause 
for  diasobring  the  Union;"  that 
*'from  the  very  nature  of  fais  office, 
and  its  high  responsibilities,  he  most 
neoeasarO/  be  oonaervative;'*  that 
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no  single  net  ever  passed  Con-  j 
gress,  unless  "vvc  may  pos^^ibly  cxcei't  I 
the  j\/lxsouri  ConiprtnuiHt  *  imj)air- 
ing,  in  the  slightest  degree,  the  riglit  s 
of  the  Sontii  in  their  property  in 
slaveB ;  that  no  saoh  act  wM  be 
puBed,  in  the  present  or  in  the  next 
Conirro^-^;  that  tlio  Drod  Soott  ded- 
pion  had  covered  all  the  ground  con-. 
tende<l  f  >r  by  the  Slave  States,  ren- 
dering^ null  and  void  a  recent  net  of 
the  Le^ir-lature  of  Ivan^^as,  ahuHshini^ 
Slavery  in  that  Territory ;  tliat  all 
acts  of  State  IiegialatQreB  intended 
to  defeat  the  execntion  of  the  Fugi- 
tiyo  Slave  law  were  nullities,  the  Sn- 
preme  Court  having  so  decided  and 
sostained  that  law  at  every  point ; 
nevertheless,  the  States  that  have 
passed  Bueh  acts  ouprht,  and  phould 
be  urged,  to  repeal  them ;  that, 
ehould  they  not  he  repealed,  "  the 
injured  States"  "would  bo  justified 
in  levolntionaiy  resistance  to  the 
OoTemment  <tf  the  Union'*  (for  nn- 
ftithfalneas  to  oonstitational  obligsr 
ticms  by  those  whom  that  Goveni- 
ment  could  not  control) ;  that  there  is 
no  reserve<l  or  constitutional  ri<;ht  of 
State  Seee-^sion  from  the  Inion, 
which  was  clearly  intended  to  he  ])er- 
petual;  that  the  Federal  Govern- 
mtsnX  is  required,  and  the  States  ex- 
pressly forlnddeD,  to  do  many  things 
essential  to  the  idea  of  sovereignty ; 
that  the  Federal  Government  '^has 
precisely  the  same  right  to  cxercl>e 
its  power  for  the  people  of  all  these 
States,  in  the  enumerated  cases,  that 
each  one  of  them  possesses  over  sub- 
jects n«)t  delefjated  to  the  Ignited 
States;"'  that  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tioa  IS  a  part  of  the  Oonstitntion  of 

'  Th*  Ordioaoce  of  1787,  reaffirmed  under  the 
OmMtitiition  io  1789,  ia  thus  dearljr  afflnned  by 
ifc  BiialuuMtfi  tolM  flotlii  dnooatloB  of 'Soiiilir 


each  State,  and  is  bindini^  upon  the 
j)eople  thereof;  that  the  peojde  of 
States  aggrieved  or  oppressed  by 
Federal  power  have  the  right  of  reTO> 
lationary  resistance^  hut  no  other — 
and  yet,  if  any  State  tihould  fit  to 
secede  from  and  defy  tlie  Union, 
there  no  help  for  it  1  Let  us  hear 
Mr.  Buchanan  more  fully  on  this 
point : 

What|  inthe  mean  time,  is  the  rosponst* 
bility  and  true  position  of  the  Executive  t 

Ik"  is  hound  \>y  s')K'mii  oiith,  before (Io«l  and 
tho  country,  *to  take  care  that  the  laws  be 
fUthfuHy  executed;'  and  from  this  obligation 
he  cannot  bo  absolved  by  nny  bntiiaii  power. 
Bnt  what,  if  the  perfurinnnce  of  tliin  duty, 
in  whole  or  in  part,  has  been  rendered  im- 
practicable by  events  over  vbiob  he  could 
have  exercised  no  control  ?  .Such,  at  ttie 
present  moment,  id  tho  case  throughout  the 
State  of  Sonth  raroliiin,  so  far  iwtho  Iuw  h  of 
tho  United  Ssafes  to  «Lc  uro  tho  ndiniiiistra- 
tion  of  justice  by  means  of  tho  IVdcrul  Judi- 
ciary are  concerned.  All  the  Federal  oilit  ers 
within  its  limits,  throuph  whose  ageiK'y  ulono 
these  can  be  carried  into  cxotu'ion. 

have  already  resigned.  We  no  longer  huve 
a  District  Jndge,  a  District  Attorney,  or  a 
Mar«lial.  in  South  Carolinji.  In  fart,  the 
whole  machinery  of  tJ»e  federal  (iovem- 
ment  nccessaiy  ibr  the  distribution  of  reme- 
dial justice  nmonf?  tlic  people  has  been  do- 
molislied,  and  it  would  be  difficult,  if  nol 
im]>o8.sibIe,  to  replace  it. 

The  only  acts  of  Congress  on  tho  statute- 
boolc,  bearing  upon  this  subject^  are  those  of 
•2Sth  February,  1705,  and  8d  March,  1807. 
These  authorize  the  President,  after  lie  shall 
have  ascertained  that  the  Ifarahal,  with  his 
j<o!t*e  comitatnn,  is  unable  to  execute  civil  or 
criminal  process  in  anjr  particaiar  case,  to 
call  out  the  militia  and  employ  the  Army 
and  Navy  to  aid  hirn  in  pcrforniinp  thii<  pcr- 
vico,  having  lirst,  by  I'roclauiation,  com- 
manded the  insurgents  to  '  disperse,  and 
retire  pcnreaMy  to  their  respective  abo<lea, 
within  ft  limited  time.'  This  duty  cannot, 
by  possibility,  be  performed  in  a  State  wbm 
no  judicial  authority  exists  to  issue  process,  t 
and  where  there  is  no  Marshal  to  execute  it; 
and  where,  oven  if  there  were  such  an 
officer,  the  entire  popnlatioa  would  consti- 
tnte  one  sdid  comDinatloik  to  resut  him.** 

Bnt  vhy  cannot  the  Pi^sident  ap- 


em  Rights.'  Tliia,  be  it  remembered,  as  well  as 
the  Mfnri  OoapMniia  iMJ;  had  the  hsertj 
■Import  or  tiie  entire  Sootih. 


Digitized  by  Google 


8T0 


THB  AllBBICAN  OONFLIOT. 


point  a  new  District  Judge,  a  new 
Marshal,  to  replace  those  who  have 
resigned  I  If  no  one  of  the  vicinage 
will  or  dare  accept  these  tmstB,  why 
not  fill  them  firom  loyd  States!  If 
these  shall  be  resisted,  will  it  not  be 
at  the  proper  ])eril  of  the  insnigentB  ? 
If  the  Federal  Government  can  he 
driven  out  of  a  State,  and  compelled 
to  xtay  out,  by  the  cheap  process  of 
bullvin«>:  two  or  three  Federal  officers 
into  resigning, and  bullying  others  out 
of  daring  to  take  their  places,  is  ours  a 
real  govemment  at  all  f 

The  Ftwudent,  proceeding,  set 
forth  the  main  issue  as  follows : 

'^Tho  qnestion,  fairly  stated,  ia:  Has  the 
Constitution  dclogate<l  to  Congress  the  power 
to  coC'Foe  into  sabini.ssion  a  State  which  \a 
'attempting  to  withdraw,  or  has  aotaalty 
withdrawn,  from  the  confedoracyf  Tf  nn- 
Bworcd  in  the  atTimiative,  it  must  be  on  the 
priaoiple  that  the  power  haa  been  conferred 
npon  OonereM  to  declare  and  to  raako  war 
against  a  State.  After  much  serious  reflec- 
tion, I  hare  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that 
no  sach  power  has  been  delegated  to  Gon- 
iivi'^'^,  or  to  any  other  department  of  the 
Federal  Government.  Il  is  manifest,  upon 
an  inapection  of  the  Constitution,  that  this 
is  not  amont^  the  !»]»eciti<'  and  einiinernted 
powers  grantod  to  Congress :  and  it  i.s 
oqnal^  splMumit  that  its  exeroise  is  not 
*  necessary  and  proper  for  carryiDg  into  exe- 
cation'  any  one  of  these  poweni.*' 

The  oontrast  between  this  logic  and 
that  of  Gen.  Jackson  in  like  ciranm- 
stances' haa  already  been  noted.  But 
it  isdifflksalt  to  realize  that  such  trans- 
parent sophistry  can  have  deceived 
even  its  author.  The  President  had 
already  truly  stated  that 

"  Tlie  Executive  has  no  authority  to  decide 
■wliiit  shall  bo  the  relations  between  the 
Ftwleral  Government  and  South  Carolina. 
Ho  has  been  invested  with  no  such  discre- 
tion, lie  possesses  no  power  to  chsinge  the 
relations  heretofore  existing  between  them ; 
mneh  less  to  acknowledge  the  independence 
ofthatStsta.** 

The  act  of  Secession^  so  called,  was 


tlierefore — at  least,  so  far  as  the  Pre- 
nident  was  concerned — a  simple  nul- 
lity. He  could  know  South  Carolina 
only  as  one  of  tiie  States  compo.-^ing 
oar  TJniony  whose  citiaras  were  con- 
seqnoktly  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  bound  to  uphold  their 
Constitution  and  obey  their  laws.  If 
any  or  many  of  those  citizens  chose 
to  break  and  defy  thri>c  lawt^,  it  wa^i 
his  simple  and  imperative  duty  to 
cause  them  to  be  faithfully  executed, 
at  whatever  inconvenience  or  peril  to 
the  law-breakers.  Ko  President  had 
ever  suggested  or  imagined  that  the 
opposition  of  any  State  to  the  Fugi- 
tive Slave  law,  for  example,  could 
absolve  him  from  tlie  duty  of  enf<  >rcing 
that  law.  This  is  the  President's 
duty  in  the  premises,  and  the  whole 
of  it, — to  ''take  care  that  the  laws  be 
£uthfhlly ezecated."'  TheGonstitn- 
tion  and  laws  being,  by  express  pro- 
vision, *<tiie  supreme  law  of  the 
land ;  *  ^  *  an}i;hing  in  the  Consti- 
tution or  laws  of  anv  State  to  the 
contrary  not^^'ithstandiiig.''"'  the  real 
question  was  not — 'IIjw  the  Consti- 
tution delegated  to  Congreas  the 
power  to  coerce  a  State?'  but  '  IIius 
any  State  a  reserved,  inherent  power 
to  ooSroe  the  Union  into  acquiescence 
in  the  overthrow  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution, the  subversion  of  the  laws, 
and  the  destruction  of  our  National- 
ity?' The  President  is  bound  to 
know  no  legitimate  power  within  the 
Union  acting  in  hostility  to  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws  he  has  soleumlv 
sworn  to  uphold  and  enforce.  Who- 
ever and  whatever  stands  in  the  way 
of  such  enforcement,  he  can  regard 
only  as  law-breakeiB,  insurgents,  and 
traitors* 


t  flee  94-l(HI. 
•IMnatOoutltatioD,  Ait  H,  ft. 
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Of  ooni!ne,  lutving  decided  not  to, 
perfonn  Ms  ftworn  duty,  the  PnndNit 
proceeded  to  lecture  the  people  whom 

he  thus  betrayed  on  the  duty  of 
buying  off  the  banded  traitors  by 
new  conceaaions  and  guarantees ;  Bay- 
ing: 

The  fact  is,  that  our  Union  rests  upon 
pnblio  opinion,  and  oan  xwrw  be  e«niented 

by  tlie  Itlood  of  its  citizens  shed  in  civil  war. 
If  it  cannot  live  in  the  atiections  of  the  peo- 
ple, it  mnst  one  day  perish.  Congre^^  pos- 
sess raany  means  of  profcrvin^?  it  by  concilia- 
tion ;  but  the  sword  was  not  placed  in  their 
liand  to  preserve  it  hj  finrce.** 

l>ut,  if  it  cauuot  be  '  cemented,'  can 
it  be  tmoemeiited,  diMolTed,  and  de- 
stroyed, *by  the  blood  of  iti  cifacena, 
shed  in  civil  war  f  If  it  can,  then  is 

it  the  inor,t  stupendous  mockery  and 
■bam  which  ever  daped  and  dcdaded 
mankind. 

Ili.s  panacea  fcr  the  Uh  experi- 
enced or  iirnninently  iinpendiiif^  was 
an  "explanatory  amendment '  of  the 
Constitution,  whidi  Bbonld  operate 
tm  a  ''final  settlement^'  of  the  true 
constmetiogi  of  the  Federal  pact  on 
three  flpedal  points: 

An  expre«?  recognition  of  the  right 
of  property  in  slaves  in  the  States  wbere  it 
now  exists  or  may  liereafter  exist. 

"  3.  Hie  doty  of  protecting  this  right  in 
an  the  common  territories  throughout  their 
territorial  existence,  and  until  thej  shall  be 
admitted  ns  States  into  the  Union,  with  or 
without  filavoT,  as  their  Constitution  majr 
prescribe. 

"  3.  A  like  recognition  of  the  right  of  the 
master  to  have  his  slave,  who  has  escaped 
irom  one  State  to  another,  restored  and  *dc- 

livered  up'  to  liltn,  and  of  the  vali^ty  of  the 
Fugitive  Slave  law  enacted  for  this  purpose, 
together  with  a  declaration  that  all  Dtatc 
laws  impairing  or  defeating  fhif<  ri^rht  are 
Tiolations  of  the  Constitution,  and  are  con- 
aeqaendy  null  and  Toid.** 

Behind  this  pitiable  exhibition  waa 
an  elaborate  opini<ni*  from  Hon.  Jeo> 
emiah  8.  Black,  of  Pennsylyania,  Hr. 


Ba^)ianan's  Attmey- General,  tna- 
taining  and  elaboratuig  the  Presi- 
dent's most  fatal  erron.  After  set- 
tini:^  fortli,  in  a  most  grudging  and 

teehniciil  fu.-liion,  tlie  occa.sionfl  m 
whic'li  the  President  U  authorized  to' 
use  force  in  su]t]»itrt  of  tlie  violaTcd 
laws  of  the  laud,  Mr.  Black  proceeds 
as  followB : 

**Bne  wbat  If  the  feeHng  In  mj  State 

against  the  United  States  slionid  become  ro 
universal  that  the  Federtd  officers  them- 
selves (including  Judges,  District  Attomers, 
and  Marslials)  wonM  be  reached  l)y  the 
same  influence,  and  rcsij.'n  tiieir  pla<  e.s  ?  Ot' 
course,  the  first  Bte[>  would  he  to  ap])oint 
others  in  tlicir  stcatl,  if  others  eonld  be  got 
to  serve.  But,  in  such  event,  it  is  more 
than  prohahle  that  j-Tcit  difficulty  would  be 
found  in  filliug  the  offices.  We  can  easily 
concelre  Bow  it  might  beocmie  altogether 
impoHsiblc.  M'e  are,  therefore,  o1»li;x»d  to 
consider  what  can  bo  done  in  case  we  have  no 
Courts  to  issne  jndieial  proeess,  and  no  min- 
isterial (ifficcri  to  execute  it.  In  that  event* 
troops  would  certainly  be  out  of  plaice,  and 
their  use  wholly  illegal.  If  they  are  sent  to 
aid  the  Conrts  and  Afarshals,  there  VM\<t  he- 
Courts  and  Marshals  to  be  aided.  Without 
the  exercise  of  these  fimctions,  which  be- 
long exolusively  to  the  civil  servil  e,  the  hnvH 
cannot  be  executed  in  any  event,  no  matter 
what  may  be  the  physical  strength  which  the 
Government  has  at  ita  command.  Under 
such  circnmstances.  to  send  a  military  force 
into  any  State,  with  orders  to  act  iipuiiist 
the  people,  wonld  be  simply  making  war 
upon  them.** 

That  is  to  sav:  A  little  rebellion 
may  be  l^ally  and  coustitutiuually 
ropreaaed ;  but  a  great  one  cannot  be. 

*  If  we  ha?e  no  Oonrta'  where  the7 
are  needed,  we  ahonld  constitute 
them  ;  and,  *  if  we  have  no  ministe- 
rial officers,'  we  should  appoint  them. 
The  President  is  exprea-ily  clotlied 
witli  the  re(iuisit(>  power,  and  luis  no 
right  to  relraiu  from  exercising  it. 
If  no  man  now  living  in  South  Caro- 
lina dare  aerre  as  Diatrict  Jndge  or 
Marshal,  then  one  ahonld  be  sent 
thither  who  has  no  repngnanoe  and 
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no  fear,  and  be  backed  by  a  cf^i^ipc- 
tcnt  force.  The  President  could  have 
found  a  tlionsand  qualified  persons 
t<»  take  either  position,  had  he  ehosen. 
Tlie  tact  tliat  the  inBurgcnts  were 
locall J  fbrmidable — even  omnipotent 
— only  Iiightened  the  imperative  ne- 
oessitj  of  dealing  with  them  promptly 
and  stemlj.  And,  if  jnrors  could  not 
there  be  found  to  render  verdicts  ac- 


thcm  as  Babjagtted  proTinces,  it  woxild  to- 
ta\\y  destruy  the  whol«  theory  npon  wMoh 
they  are  now  connected. 

**  If  this  view  of  the  aubjoct  bo  as  correct 
as  I  think  it  ia,  then  the  Union  roust  utterly 
perisb  at  the  momont  wlicn  C()ii;:ress  sliall 
arm  one  jmrt  of  the  pooplo  against  another, 
for  nny  jjiirpose  beyoncl  that  of  merely  pro- 
tecting the  (u'lioral  (Jovernmont  in  the 
exercise  of  its  proper  coustitutiouttl  funo- 


n 


Strange  as  it  must  now  seem,  this 
assertion  of  the  radical  impotence  of 


cording  to  law,  tlu-n  the  culprits  tlie  (rovemment,  tliis  avowal  of  a 
should  be  removed  to  t;ouie  rejjion  fixed  purpose  to  '  let  the  Union  slide,' 
wljcre  treason,  at  the  worst,  wa^  not    on  the  part  of  tlie  President  and  his 


universal.  But  '  The  Bluthl'ul  man 
says,  There  is  a  lion  in  the  way;'  and 
he  who  has  determined  not  to  do  his 
duty,  will  never  lack  exeoaeB  for  re- 
pndiatinjBf  it. 

Mv.  Black  chased  his  diaoiganiziDg 
opinion  as  follows: 

"  If  it  h«  tme  that  war  cannot  be  declared, 
nor  a  nyfltein  of  general  hostilities  carried 
on,  by  tlie  Central  Government  against  a 
State,  thon  it  seems  t^j  follow  that  an  at- 
tempt to  do  so  would  be  ipao/acto  tax  expul- 
sion of  snoh  State  from  the  Union.  Beini? 
tri':itLMl  an  an  iilion  an<l  an  gnoniy,  she  wonld 
be  cuuipelled  to  act  accordingly.  And,  if 
Oongress  shall  break  up  the  present  Union 
by  unconstitntionnlly  puttirr^  strife,  .ind  en- 
mity, and  armed  hostility,  Ijitweon  different 
Motions  of  the  country,  instead  of  the  'do- 
mestic tranc]ui]lity'  wliich  tlic  Constitution 
uraa  meant  to  insuro,  will  not  uU  the  States 
be  absolved  flrom  their  Federal  obligations? 
Is  any  jtortion  of  the  pe«>ple  bound  to  con- 
tribute their  money  or  their  blood  to  carry 
on  a  contest  like  tluil? 

The  right  of  the  Qeneral  Government  to 
preserve  itself  in  Ha  whole  constitntional 
l^or,  liv  rejjellinp;  a  direct  and  jiositivo  ag- 
gression upon  its  property  or  its  othcers,  can- 
not be  denied.  Bnt  this  is  a  totally  differ- 
ent tliini?  from  an  offensivo  war  to  punish 
tlie  people  for  the  political  misdeeds  of  State 
Governments,  or  to  prevent  a  threatened 
vi*!iifi"ii  of  the  Constitution.or  to  enforce  an 
ackuu'.vledgment  that  the  Goveruincnt  of 
the  United  States  is  snprerae.  The  States  i 
are  c'llloaifuos  of  orio  another;  and,  if  some  j 
of  t'leni  should  conquer  thv>  re<t.  and  hold  ^ 


legal  adviser,  were  received  in  C>on- 
gress  with  general  and  concerted  taci- 
tnniity  on  the  part  of  the  upholders, 
and  with  a  hoonteona  display  of  in- 
dignation on  that  of  the  banded  a»- 
stdlant>,  of  the  National  life.  Mr,  A. 
R.  Boteler,*  of  Virginia,  moved  a 
reference  of  so  much  of  the  Me,>.~ago 
as  related  to  our  National  perils  to  a 
Select  Committee  of  one  from  each 
State ;  which  in  due  time  prevailed, 
and  a  very  fair  Committee  waa  ap- 
pointed—Thomas  Corwin,  of  Ohio^ 
Chairman;  with  alai^  preponder- 
ance of  the  more  modwate  *  Repub- 
licans' and  pro-Slavery  men  in  its 
composition.  Mr.  S])eaker  Penning- 
ton, who  framed  the  (-ommittee,  was 
strongly  inclined  to  *  conciliation,' if 
that  could  be  eliected  on  terms  not 
disgraoefhl  to  the  North ;  and  at  least 
six  of  the  mxteen  Bepublicana  plaoed 
on  the  Conunittee  desired  and  hoped 
that  an  adjustment  might  yet  be 
achieved.  No  member  of  extreme 
anti-Slavery  views  waa  associated 
with  them. 

But  it  Wiis  soon  evident  that  no 
'  coucestiion'  or  '  conciliation-  waa  do- 
sired  by  a  large  portion  of  the  pro- 


•  From  tho  Potomac  district  next  ubovo  Wash- 
Ingtou ;  originallj  a  '  Whig* ;  then  '  American' ; 
•Isotad  to  this  OoBgiMS  and  snpportad  fbr 


Speaker  as  '  Union' ;  now,  zealous  fbr  '  couoes* 
sion'  and  '  peace' ;  an  open  tnitor  ft«n  ths  dsf 
ofTiishiia's 
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Slmry  memben.  Ur,  diognum  of 
K.  0. — ^who  came  into  Goi^greas  as 
s  'Whig'  of  very  modorate  views 
legarding  Slaveiy,  hat  had  finally 
tiinied  Democrat  under  the  impulse 
of  zeal  for  '  Southern  Riglits,'  and 
l>ocn  thereupon  promoted  from  tlie 
House  to  tlie  Senate,  and  who  had 
changed  from  Douglas  to  Breckin- 
ridge toward  the  end  of  the  Presiden- 
tial canvasB  just  doeed — usaOed  the 
Hessage,  so  soon  as  it  had  been  read, 
and  broadly  intimated  that  no  con* 
eession  would  satisfy  the  South.  The 
repeal  of  all  *  J\  r:^()ual  Liberty  bills,' 
etc.,  ho  observed,  "would  not  be 
Bati8lactory  to  the  State  from  which 
I  come."  He  protested  against "  wait- 
ing for  an  overt  act"  before  Beceding, 
and  against  farther  parley  or  negotia- 
tion between  the  iV«e  and  tfaeSkye 
States.  Said  he: 

**The7  want  to  get  up  a  free  debate,  as 

the  Senator  from  New  York  [Mr.  Seward] 
exprefiStid  it,  in  ooe  of  his  speeches.  But  a 
Senator  fkom  Tezaa  told  me  the  vthtr  day 

th  if  a  fjreaf  man;/ nf  thexr  free  ddxitcrs  irere 
hinging  from  the  tree*  of  that  country 
[Texas].  I  have  no  donbt  they  would  run 
off  a  great  ii);m,v  slaves  from  tlio  Bonier 
States,  80  as  to  uiukt  llicin  Tree  bt^tew;  atid 
then.  Sir,  when  the  overt  act  was  struck,  we 
ahould  have  a  hard  struggle.  I  say,  there-' 
fore,  that  our  policy  is  not  to  let  this  thing 
contiinu".  That,  I  tJiink,  is  the  opinion  ol" 
Korth  Carolina.  I  think  the  party  for  im- 
mediate eeceesion  is  gaining  ground  rapidly. 
Tt  i-  i<lk'  ft»r  men  to  nhut  their  eyes  to  con- 
sequences like  this,  if  any Uiing  can  be  done 
to  avert  tiio  eriL  while  wo  uve  power  to 
doit" 


Heasrs.  Albert  G.  Brown,  of 
sissippi,  Lonis  T.  Wigfall,  of  Texas, 
and  Alfred  Iverson,  of  Geoigia,  qmke 

in  a  similar  strain,  hut  even  more 
plainly.   Said  Mr.  Iverson : 

**  Gentlemen  speak  of  concewion — of  the 
repeal  of  the  Personal  Liberty  hills.  Iiei»eal 
them  all  to-morrow,  and  you  cannot  stop 
this  revolution.  It  is  not  the  Liberty  laws 
bat  the  mob  law  which  the  bouth  fears. 


They  do  not  dread  these  overt  aota;  for, 

\v  ithout  the  power  of  the  Federal  (iovern- 
merit,  by  force,  under  Republican  rule,  tlieir 
institution  would  not  lost  ten  years;  and 
they  know  it.    They  intend  to  go  ont  of  this 
Union,  and  he  believed  this.    Before  the  4th 
of  March,  five  States  will  have  declared  their 
independenoe,  and  he  was  satisfied  that  three 
other  States  wonld  follow  as  soon  as  the 
ac  tion  of  tlieir  iteojilo  can  be  had.  Arkansas 
will  call  her  Convention,  and  Louisiana  will 
fbOow.   And,  thongh  there  Is  a  cl(^  in  the 
M-ay  in  the  '  lone  star'  of  Texas,  in  the  per- 
son of  her  Governor,  who  will  not  consent 
to  eall  the  Legfslatnre,  yet  the  publio  sentl- 
nient  is  so  strontr  that  even  her  Governor 
may  be  overridden ;  and,  if  he  will  not  yield 
to  that  pnblio  sentiment,  sonm  Taean  Brutvg 
«May  ariM>  to  rid  hi*  cmntn/  of  thi*  old, 
hoary-headed  traitor.     [(ireat  senHation.j 
There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  vaporing  ana 
threatening;  bat  they  canie  from  the  last 
men  who  wonld  carry  out   their  threats. 
Men  talk  about  their  eighteen  millions;  but 
we  hear  a  few  days  afterward  of  tliese  samo 
men  being  awit(^ed  in  the  ftice,  and  they 
tremble  like  a  sheoj>-steiiling  dog.  There 
will  be  no  war.   The  North,  governed  by 
snch  far-seeing  statesmen  as  the  Senator 
froin  New  York  [Mr.  Seward],  will  8oe  th« 
futility  of  this.    Jn  less  than  twelve  mouttiL 
a  Southern  Confederaoy  wiU  be  formed ;  and 
it  will  be  the  most  successful  Governnu  tit 
on  earth,     l  iie  Southern  States,  tlius  banded 
together,  will  be  able  to  resist  any  foreein 
the  world.    AVe  do  not  exjiect  war;  but  wo 
will  be  prepared  for  it ;  and  we  aio  not  a 
feeble  race  of  Mezicana  either.*' 

MesBTB.  Crittenden,  of  Eentncky, 
and  Saokbuy,  of  Delaware,  bodi 

Bpokc  }»k'adingly  for  ^conciliation' 
and  tbe  Union,  bnt  to  deaf  eara. 

A  (•ancus  of  Southern  meml)er8 
was  held  on  Saturday  evenitio^,  De- 
cember 8tli ;  but  it  only  .-cr\  ed  to 
develop  more  clearly  tlie  broad  lino 
of  demarkation  between  the  Union- 
IstB  and  the  BistmioniBta.  Meem 
Albert  G-.  Brown,  of  Kiasifiaippi,  and 
John  SlideU,  of  LooiBiana,  were 
among  the  most  fierce  for  SeressiOn. 
Messrs.  Jefferson  Davis,  of  Missia- 
sippi,  and  James  M.  Ma.'^.on,  of  Vir- 
ginia, favored  further  efforts,  or,  at 
least,  further  waiting,  for  concilia- 
tion.   Messrs.  Crittenden,  Bayaid, 
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and  several  other  *  Boider-State ' 
Senaton,  xnoro  eaznestly  niged  this 
oonne. 

Monday,  December  9tli,  hems: '  res- 
olution day'  in  the  Tlouse,  was  ^^ignal- 
ized  hy  the  broaching  of  several  new 
devices  for  aaving  the  TTnion.  Mr. 
John  Sherman,  of  Ohio,  suggested  a 
faithful  ohfierranoe,  on  all  hands,  of 
'  tlie  requiraaaents  and  compromiBcs 
of  the  Constitution,  with  an  immedi- 
ate division  of  the  territories  into 
embrvo  States,  with  a  view  to  their 
prompt  adiiii--i<)ii  into  the  Union. 
Mr.  John  Coclirane,  of  New  York, 
revived  tlie  old  scheme  of  dividing 
the  territories  between  Tree  and 
Slave  Labor  on  the  Ime  of  86*  80'. 
Mr.  English,  of  Indiana,  proposed 
anbetantially  the  same  thing.  Mr. 
Noell,  of  Missouri,  proposed  an  abo- 
lition of  the  ofKce  of  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  a  division  of  the 
Union  into  tliree  districts,  each  to 
elect  one  member  of  au  "Executive 
Council,'  to  which  the  functions  of 
President  shonld  be  intrusted.  He 
suggested,  moteover,  a  'restoration 
of  the  equilibrium  between  the  Free 
and  Slave  States,'  by  a  division  of 
several  of  the  latter  into  two  or  more 
States  each.  ^Ir.  Thomas  C.  Tlind- 
man,'  of  Arkansas,  pn)2>osed  to  so 
amend  the  Constitution  as  to  pro- 
tect slave  property  in  the  territories, 
etc,  etc.,  and  that  any  State  trhich 
shonld  pass  an  act  impairing  or  de- 
feating the  operation  of  the  Fugitive 
Slave  law  should  thereupon  be  de- 
prived of  her  right  of  representation 
in  CongresvS.  ^fr.  Charles  II.  Larra- 
beo,  of  Wisconsin,  ])roposed  a  Con- 
vention of  the  States.  All  these 
projects  were  referred  to  the  Grand 
Select  Oommittee  aforesaid. 


That  Committee,  December  13th, 
after  four  days'  earnest  deliberation, 
united  in  a  resolve,  moved  by  Mr. 
Justin  S.  Morrill,  of  Yermont,  as  a 
j  substitute  for  one  moved  by  Mr. 
William  McKee  Dunn,  of  Indiana, 
afflnning  the  necessity  of  proffering  * 
to  the  Slave  States  "  additional  and 
more  special  guarantees  of  their  pe- 
culiar rights  and  interests."  Hr. 
Morrill's  affirmation  was  as  follows : 

"  licmlred.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  tlio 
j  Oommittee,  the  exi.sting  discontents  among 
I  the  Sonthern  people,  and  the  growing, hos- 
tility among  them  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, fire  greatly  to  be  regretted ;  and  tliat 
nny  reasonable,  proper,  and  constitutional 
remediea,  necMaaiy  to  preserve  the  peaoe 
of  the  ooimtnr  and  the  perpetnadon  ot  the 
Union,  should  be  promptly  and  oheeiMtj 
jj:rauted." 

I  Twenty-two  votes  were  cast  for 
'  this  proposition,  inchidinf^  thr>sc  of 

all  the  members  from  Slave  States 
I  who  voted.  Two  (Messrs.  Boyce,  of 
I  South  Osrolina,  and  Hawkins,  of 

Florida)  were  absent.    Hr.  Benben 

Da^is  was  present,  but  did  not  vote. 

The  Kays  (eight)  were  all  Bepubli- 

cans. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  (Tarnett  B. 
Adrain  (r)oii<;las  Democrat)  of  Xcw 
Jersey,  the  ilouse,"  by  151  Yeas  to  14 
Nays: 

^^Raolred,  That  we  deprecate  the  spirit 
of  disobedience  to  the  Constitution,  wherever 
manifested;  and  that  we  earnestlj  recom- 
mend the  repeal  of  all  statutes  hj  the  State 
Legislatnree  in  (mifli' t  with,  and  in  violution 
oi,  that  sacred  im-trument,  and  the  laws  of 
Oongress  passed  in  panoanoe  tiieraa£** 

"Kr,  Owen  Lovejoy  (Republican) 

of  IDinds,  hereupon  proposed  this 

counterpart  to  the  foregoing : 

"ITA^TOTS,  The  Ckmstitntion  of  th.  railed 
States  is  tlio  supreme  law  of  tiie  land,  and 
ready  and  laitlilul  obedience  to  it  a  duty  of 
nil  good  and  law-abiding  oitisens:  Ther»> 
fore, 

"JSsm&mZ,  That  we  deprecate  the  spirit 


*  Since,  a  Itebel  Urigadier. 


*  December  11th. 
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of  dkobedienco  to  tho  Oonstitntion.  wherever 
mMiirttsted ;  and  that  we  eamestlj  recom- 
mend the  repeal  of  all  nullification  laws; 
and  that  it  is  the  daty  of  tht>  President  of 
the  United  States  to  protect  and  defend  the 
property  of  the  Unitea  States." 

The  Yeas  were  124;  the  Najb 
*  noM — most  of  the  Sontbem  mem- 
bers refonng  to  vote. 

Mr.  Isaac  N.  Iforrig  (Democrat) 
of  minois,  next  moved 

"That  wo  have  Bctn  nnfliinc:  in  the  past, 
nor  do  we  see  anything  in  the  present,  either 
in  the  election  of  Abraham  Lincoln  to  the 

Presidency,  or  otherwise,  to  Justiiy  A  disso- 
lution ot"  tho  L'tiiun,"  etc.,  etc. 

Oil  tliis.  tlie  Yeas  were  115;  Knvs 
44.  Two  of  the  .Nays  were  l^o^th- 
eni  Democrats;.' 

On  the  Bauie  day,  a  resolve,  by  Mr. 
LasaroB  W.  Poimdl,  of  Kentucky, 
proposing  a  Committee  of  Thirteen 
on  the  abeorbing  tofio,  came  up  in 
the  Senate,  and  Mr.  Benjamin  F. 
Wade,  of  Ohio,  uttered  eome  weighty 
words  on  the  general  suliject.  Hav- 
ing: shown  that  tlie  Government  Lad 
hitherto  been  under  the  control  of 
the  Slave  Power — that  the  personal 
rights  and  safe^  of  Northern  men  of 
snti-SIaTeiy  yiews  were  habitually 
violated  in  the  South — ^that  the  pres- 
ent pointed  antagonism  between  the 
Free  and  the  Slave  States  had  been 
caused  by  a  great  change  of  opinion, 
not  at  the  TTorth,  but  at  the  South, 
he  conti lined : 

"The  Bepablican  party  holds  the  same 
Opinion,  so  nr  as  I  snow,  with  rcgrnrd  to 

yonr  'peculinr  institution'  that  is  hrlil  by 
ererr  civilized  nation  on  the  globe.  Wo  do 
not  differ  in  paUic  sentiment  from  England, 
France.  Germany,  and  Italy,  on  tlie  sat^jeot 

of  Slavery. 
"  I  tell  yon  frankly  that  we  did  lay  down 

the  principle  in  our  platform,  thnt  we  would 
prohibit,  if  we  liad  tiio  power,  (^lavory  from 
Invattttg  another  inch  of  the  free  soil  of  this 
CSovemment.  I  stand  to  that  principle  to- 
day.   I  have  argued  it  to  half  a  million  of 


peopk^aad  fA<!2/  stand  by  it — they  have  com- 
missioned me  to  stand  by  it ;  and,  so  help 
mo  God,  I  will!  I  say  to  you,  while  we 
liuld  this  doctrine  to  the  end,  there  is  no 
BemibUcan,  or  Convention  of  Kepublicans, 
or  Repnblican  paper,  that  pretends  to  have 
any  right  in  your  States  to  interfere  witli 
your  peculiar  and  local  inntitutiona.  On  the 
other  hand,  onr  platform  rt  ])ij(liates  the  idea 
that  wo  liaro  any  right,  or  harbor  any  ulti- 
mate intention,  to  invade  or  interfere  with 
yonr  institution  in  yonr  own  States.  •  ♦  ♦ 

"I  have  disowned  any  intention,  on  the 
part  of  the  Republican  party,  to  harm  a  hair 
of  yonr  heads.  We  hoki  to  no  doctrine  tiiat 
can  possibly  work  you  any  inconvenience — 
any  wrong — any  disaster.  We  have  been, 
and  shall  romiun,  faithful  to  all  the  laws — 
studiously  so.  It  is  not,  by  your  own  con- 
fessions, that  lit.  Lincoln  is  expected  to 
connnit  any  overt  act  by  whieli  you  may  be 
ii\}ured.  You  will  not  even  wait  for  any, 
yon  say;  bnt,  by  antioipadnf  that  the  6oy- 
oniment  may  do  yoii  an  injury,  yon  will  put 
an  end  to  it — whicli  means,  wmply  and 
stpiarely,  that  you  intend  to  role  or  ram  tiiis 
Government.  ♦  *  * 

"  As  to  compromises,  I  supposed  that  wo 
had  agreed  that  the  day  of  coinproniisos  was 
at  an  end.  Tlie  most  solemn  we  have  nindo 
have  been  violated,  and  are  no  more.  Since 
1  have  had  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  one  of  con« 
siderahle  antiquity  was  swept  from  our  sta- 
tate-book;  and  when,  In  the  minority,  I 
stood  up  here,  and  a>^ked  you  to  withhold 
your  hands — that  it  was  a  solemn,  sacred 
compact  between  nations— what  was  the 
reply  ?  That  it  was  nothing  but  an  net  of 
Congress,  and  could  be  swept  away  by  the 
same  minority  which  enacteait  Tliat  wu 
true  in  fact,  and  true  in  law;  anditahowod 
the  weakness  of  compromises.  *  •  * 

Wo  beat  you  on  the  plainest  and  most 
palpable  issue  ever  presented  to  the  Ameri- 
can people,  and  one  which  every  man  un- 
derstood ;  and  now,  wlien  we  come  to  the 
capital,  we  tell  yon  that  our  candidates  must 
and  shall  be  inaugurated — must  and  shall 
administer  this  (  loveriiinent  precisely  as  the 
Constitution  prescribes.  It  would  not  only 
he  humiliating,  but  highly  didionorable  to 
us,  if  we  listened  to  any  conijirotuise  by 
whicti  we  should  set  aside  the  honest  verdict 
of  the  people.  When  it  comes  to  that,  you 
have  no  government,  but  anarchy  intervenes, 
and  civil  war  may  follow ;  and  all  tlie  evils 
that  human  imagination  can  raise  may  be 
consequent  on  such  a  course  as  that.  The 
American  i)eople  would  lose  tiie  bheet-ancj^r 
of  their  liberties  whenever  it  is  denied  on 
this  floor  that  a  m^ority,  fairly  given,  shall 
rule.   I  know  not  what  others  may  do;  but 


•  Daniel  £.  Sicklea  of  New  Torii ;  Thonuw  B.  Florenoc^  of  PeuuiylTania. 
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I  tell  yon  that,  with  thnt  verdict  of  the  peo- 
ple in  mj  pocket,  and  Btaudiog  on  the  plat- 
form on  whieh  th«M  eandldatea  wero  elected, 

I  would  snffer  finything  before  I  wotild 
oompromise  in  any  way.  I  deom  ii  no  case 
where  we  have  a  riu:ht  to  extend  courtesy 
and  generosity.  Tlic  absolute  right,  the 
most  HacTed  that  a  free  people  can  bestow 
upon  any  man,  is  their  verdict  that  gives  hiui 
a  full  title  to  the  office  he  holds.  If  we 
can  no;  stjuid  there,  we  cannot  stand  any- 
where ;  and.  iny  friends,  any  other  yexdict 
would  be  as  fatal  to  you  as  to  us." 

Tlio  venerable  and  Uiiioii-loving 
John  .1.  C'KriTKNDKN,  of  Xcnttickv — 
the  Iscfetor  of  the  Bell-Everett  party 
—who  had  fint  entered  Congress  as 
a  Senator  forty-fonr  yean  before — 
▼ho  had  served,  at  different  timeB,  i|o 
les^si  than  twenty  years,  in  the  upper 
House  of  Congress;  and  who,  tdVer 
filling;,  for  a  season,  the  post  of  Attor- 
ney-General under  Gen.  TTarrison, 
and  tiixuin  under  Mr.  Fillmore,  was 
now,  in  his  fulluetss  of  years,  about 
to  give  pkce  to  a  Bemocraty*'  elected 
because  of  the  greater  confidence  of 
the  sla  veholding  interest  in  the  Demo- 
cratic than  in  tlie  adverse  party — 
came  forward  to  tender  his  peace- 
offering  ;  and  no  anti-Kepiibliean  in 
CoiiOTess  or  in  tlio  countrv  conhl  have 
risen  whose  persoiuil  cliaracter  and 
history  could  have  more  disposed  the 
Republicans  to  listen  to  him  with  an 
anxious  desire  to  find  the  aooep&nce 
of  his  sdieme  compatible  with  ibeir 
principles  and  their  sense  of  public 
dnl^.  His  olive-branch  was  as  fol- 
lows : 

".4  Joint  JlMolution  propping  certain 
amendmmts  to  th«  Constitution  of  the  i'ni- 
ted  States: 

Whereat,  Berious  aad  alarming  dissen- 
sions have  arisen  between  the  rTorthern 
and  the  Soutliern  States,  concerninir  the 
rights  and  security  of  the  rights  of  the  alavo- 
h(^ling  States,  and  espeefallr  their  rights  in 
the  couiinnn  territory  of  t^u^  rnited  Statc-i; 
and  wheroaa,  it  is  eminently  desirable  and 
proper  that  these  disMuirions,  wUoIi  now 


threaten  the  vary  oTistcnce  of  this  Fninn, 
should  be  pcnuaueutly  quieted  and  settled 
by  oonstitntional  provisions,  which  sliuU  do 
equal  justice  to  all  sections,  and  thereby  re- 
store to  the  people  that  peace  and  good-wiU 
which  ought  to  prevail  between  all  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States:  Therefore, 

^''Jieaolredy  hy  the  Ht;uatc  and  Iloute  of  Ri p- 
re»enta(itea  njf  lh»  [rnited  Statet  qf  America, 
in  Congreu  a»emblfd  (two-thirds  of  both 
Iloases  concurring),  That  the  following  arti- 
cles bo.  and  are  liercby,  i)roposcd  and  sub- 
mitted OS  amenduents  to  the  Coiiatitation 
of  theTnited  States,  which  shall  be  valid,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  ttf  s:iii!  Con- 
stitution, wlien  ratified  by  Comeutions  of 
three-fourths  of  the  several  States: 

''AuTifi-r.  1.  In  Jill  tbeterritory  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  now  held,  or  hercat\er  acquired, 
situate  north  of  latitude  3(i°  30',  l^avery  or 
involuntary  servitude,  except  as  a  puni.sh- 
i  ment  for  crime,  is  prohibited,  while  such 
'  territory  shall  remain  under  territorial  gov- 
ernment. In  all  the  territory  south  of 
said  lino  of  latitude.  Slavery  of  the  Afri- 
can race  is  hereby  recognized  as  e.Ti.sting, 
and  sliall  not  be  interfered  with  by  Congres.-), 
bnt  shall  bo  protected  as  pror<orty  by  all 
the  de|);.rtineriis  of  the  territorial  govern- 
ment during  its  continuance.  And  when 
any  territory,  north  or  sontli  of  said  line, 
witliin  such  boundaries  as  Congress  may 
j>res<  ri!>e,  shall  ct)ntain  the  population  re- 
ipiisito  for  a  member  of  Congress,  aooording 
to  tlie  tlu-n  Federal  ratio  of  representation 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  it  shall, 
if  its  form  of  government  be  republican,  be 
admitted  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  States;  with  or  with- 
out Slavery,  as  the  Ooliititafelon  of  sueh  new 
State  may  provide. 

'^Akt.  S.  Congress  shall  have  no  power 
to  abolish  Slavery  in  jdaces  under  its  exclu- 
sive jurisdiction,  and  situate  within  the  lim- 
its m  States  that  permit  the  holding  of 
slavee. 

"Art.  3.  Congress  shall  have  no  power 
to  abolish  Slavery  within  the  Di.strict  of 
Columbia,  so  long  as  it  exists  in  tlie  .-idjoin- 
ing  States  of  Virginia  and  Miuyland,  or 
eitiier,  nor  without  the  consent  it  the  la* 
habitants,  nor  without  just  comi)ensution 
first  made  to  such  owtiers  of  slaves  as  do  not 
consent  to  sueii  alxtllshment.  Nor  shall 
Congress,  at  any  time,  prohibit  olficers  of 
the  Federal  Government,  or  members  of 
Congress  whose  duties  reipiire  them  to  bo 
in  said  District,  from  bringing  with  them 
their  slaves,  and  holding  them  as  snob  dur- 
ing the  time  their  duties  may  require  theia 
to  remain  there,  oud  ollterward  taking  them 
from  the  Distrietw 


wjohu  C.  Breckinridge;  chosen  to  take  Mr.  Crittenden's  eeut  on  the  4Ui  of  March,  1861. 


L.iy,.,^uu  Ly  Google 


THE   CBITT£ND£N  COMPfiOMISE. 


877 


"Art.  4.  Cong^rcss  shall  have  no  power 
to  prohibit  or  hinder  the  truusporutiou  of 
day««  from  one  State  to  another,  or  to  a  ter- 
ritory in  which  slaves  arc,  by  hnv,  pLrrnitted 
to  to  held,  whether  that  trausportation  bo 
by  land,  navigable  riTera,  or  by  the  sea. 

"AnT.  5.  That,  in  addition  to  the  provis- 
ions of  the  third  paragraph  of  the  second 
section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion (if  tho  Unitfcd  States,  Congress  shall 
haw  power  to  provide  by  law,  and  it  shall 
bo  its  duty  to  provide,  that  the  United  States 
shall  pay  to  tho  owner  who  hIiuII  apj>ly  for 
it,  the  lull  value  of  his  fugitive  slavcH  in  all 
eases  where  tho  marshal,  or  other  officer 
whose  daty  it  was  to  arrest  said  fogitive, 
was  prevented  from  so  doing  by  riolence  or 
intimidation,  or  whore,  after  arrest,  said  fu- 
|ritive  WAS  rescued  br  foroe,  and  the  owner 
flMreby  prevented  and  obstmeted  in  the  pnr- 
■nit  of  hh  renie<ly  for  the  recovery  of  his 
ftigitive  slave  under  the  said  clause  of  tho 
Oonstltiitlon  and  the  Uws  made  in  pursu- 
ance thereof.  And  in  all  guch  cjiiMja,  when 
the  United  btates  shall  pay  lor  such  fugitive, 
tteydian  have  the  rights  In  their  own  name, 
to  «no  tho  county  in  which  said  violence,  in- 
timidation, or  rescue,  was  committed,  and 
recover  from  it,  with  interest  and  damages, 
the  amount  paid  by  them  for  said  fugitive 
slave.  And  the  said  county,  after  it  has  paid 
said  amount  to  the  United  States,  may,  for 
its  indemnity,  sue  and  recover  from  the 
wrong-doers  or  reseners  by  whom  the  owner 
was  prevented  from  the  recovery  of  his  fugi- 
tive skve,  in  lii^e  manner  as  the  owner  him- 
self might  have  saed  and  reeorered. 

'•Art.  t).  No  future  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  shall  atlect  the  five  preceding 
artides;  nor  Uie  third  paragraph  of  the  sec- 
ond section  of  tho  first  article  of  the  Consti- 
tution ;  nor  the  third  paragraph  of  the  sec- 
ond Miction  of  the  fonrth  orticle  of  snid 
Constitution;  and  no  amendment  shall  be 
luude  to  the  Constitution  which  shall  au- 
thorize or  give  to  Congress  any  power  to 
abolish  or  interfere  with  Slavery  in  any  of 
Uie  States  by  whose  laws  it  is,  or  may  be, 
allowed  or  permitted. 

*^And  vh«rMi^  aUo^  besides  those  causes 
of  dfssenrion  embraced  in  the  foregoing 
amendments  proposed  to  tho  Constituti*m 
of  tlio  United  States,  there  are  others  which 
come  within  the  Jnriadiction  of  Congress, 
and  may  bo  remedied  by  its  legislative  pow- 
er; And  whereas^  it  is  the  desire  of  Cougresa, 
as  fiv  as  its  power  will  extend,  to  reoHrraali 
just  rnui^o  fi>r  tho  popular  discontent  and 
agitation  which  now  disturb  thq  peace  of 
the  country  and  threaten  tibe  stability  of  its 
institutions:  Therefore, 

*^Re*olvedy  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of 
Sifmmtatiim  in  Congrm  amemblei,  That 


the  laws  now  in  force  for  tho  recovery  of 
fugitive  slaves  are  hi  strict  pursuance  of  the 
])luin  and  mandatory  provisions  at  the  Con> 
stitutioii.  and  have  been  sanctioned  jis  valid 
and  constitutional  by  the  judgment  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States;  that 
the  .sliiveholding  States  are  entitled  to  tho 
faithful  observance  and  execution  of  those 
laws;  and  that  they  onght  not  to  be  re- 
pealed, or  so  modified  or  changed  as  to  im- 
pair their  efficiency ;  and  that  laws  ought  to 
he  made  for  the  ptinishment  of  those  who 
attempt,  by  rescue  of  the  slave,  or  other  ille- 
gal means,  to  hinder  or  defeat  the  due  exe- 
cution of  said  laws. 

*'2.  That  all  State  laws  which  condict 
with  the  fugitive  slave  acts  of  Congress,  or 
any  other  Constitutional  acts  of  Con-.'ress, 
or  which,  in  their  operation,  impede,  hinder, 
or  delay,  the  free  course  and  dtie  exeention 
of  any  of  said  a<'ts,  arc  null  and  void  by  tlio 

elain  provisions  of  the  Coustitutiou  of  tlio 
Tnitsd  States ;  yet  those  State  kwa,  void  as 
they  are,  have  giveu  color  to  practices,  and 
led  to  conseuuoucea^  which  have  obstructed 
the  due  admmistration  and  execution  of  ac  i.i 
of  Congress,  and  especially  the  acts  for  the 
delivery  of  lugiiive  slaves;  and  have  thereby 
contributed  much  to  tho  diaoovd  and  com- 
motion now  prevailing.  Congress,  tlierefore, 
in  the  present  perflons  juncture,  does  not 
deem  it  improper,  respectfully  and  earnestly, 
to  recommend  the  repeal  of  those  laws  to 
the  several  States  which  have  enacted  them, 
or  such  legislative  corrections  or  explana- 
tions of  tliem  as  may  prevent  their  being 
used  or  perverted  to  snoh  misehlevons  pur- 
poses. 

"  8.  That  the  act  of  tho  18th  of  September, 
18.50,  commonly  called  the  Fugitive  Slave 
law,  ought  to  be  so  amcndi  <l  ns  to  make  the 
fee  of  the  Connuissiouer,  mention*  d  in  tho 
eighth  section  of  the  act,  equal  in  amount 
in  the  cases  decided  by  Iiim,  whether  his 
deei'sion  be  in  favor  of  or  against  tlie  claim- 
ant. And,  to  avoid  misconstruction,  the 
last  clause  of  the  fifth  section  of  said  act, 
which  antborizes  the  person  holding  a  war* 
rant  for  the  arrest  or  detention  of  a  fugitive 
slave  to  summon  to  his  aid  the  jmmm  eomi- 
tatvs,  and  whieh  declares  it  to  be  the  duty 
of  all  good  citizens  to  assist  him  in  its  exe- 
cution, ought  to  bo  so  umetidcd  as  to  ex- 
pressly limit  the  authority  and  duty  to  oases 
in  which  there  shall  be  resiatanoe,  or  daager 
of  rosistiinee  or  rescue. 

'"4.  That  the  laws  for  tlie  suppression  of 
the  African  Slave-Trade,  and  especially  those 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  slaves  into 
tho  United  States,  ouu'lit  to  be  more  effectual, 
and  ought  to  be  thoroughly  executed  ;  and 
all  further  enactments  necessary  to  those 
ends  ought  to  be  promptix  iiitd«." 
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A  white  man  and  an  Indian,  gays 
the  legend,  oneo  went  huntini;  in 
partnership;  and  the  net  product  of 
their  joint  eSurts  was  a  turkej  and 
an  owl,  wMeh  were  to  be  divided 
between  ihem.  '^Iwilltakethe  tnr- 
Icej,'*  said  the  white  man,  ^and  you 
may  have  the  owl ;  or  you  may  Lave 
the  owl,  and  Fll  talco  the  tnrkey." 
"  All,  bnt,"  demurred  tlio  Indian, 
"  you  don't  Bay  '  turkey'  once  to  w^.'" 

L  For  a  generation,  the  Free  North 
had  been  atruggling  against  a  serieB 
of  important  measures,  forming  a 
system  of  public  policy,  whereof  the 
purpo-e  and  neceseary  ei&ct  were 
the  diifusion  and  agffrandizement  of 
Slavery,  ^fr.  Crittenden,  by  Cixipe- 
ratiui;  therein,  tu  a  certain  extent, 
had  eleurlv  afhrined,  to  tliat  extent, 
the  right  and  justice  of  thisi  resistance. 
He  liad  earnestly  oi)i>osed  the  Tiola- 
tion  of  our  public  fiiith  solemnly 
plighted  to  the  Creek  and  Cherokee 
Lidians;  he  had  struggled  manfully 
acrjiinst  the  annexation  of  Texas. 
True,  lie  had  not  openly  oondenmed 
and  resisted  tlie  repudiation  of  the 
Missouri  ('oin|)a('t:  but  his  studied 
silence  on  that  topic,  in  view  of  the 
Southern  furor  in  favor  of  the  Ne- 
braska Bill,  proves  dearly  his  tacit 
concurrence  in  the  Northern  repug- 
nsnoe  to  that  measure.  So  also  with 
regard  to  the  })rojected  purchase  or 
seizure  of  Cuba.  Yet  this  struiTLrle 
of  the  North,  its  imiwrtance  and  its 
ju>tice,  arc  ntterly  iirnored  in  this 
]dan  of  '  adjustment'  and  '  concilia- 
tion;'while  the  Soutli  is  ])rotfered 
guarantees  of  the  per]>etuity  of  Slar 
vexy  in  the  District  of  Columbia  as 
well  as  in  the  Slave  States,  with  the 
utmost  ftcilitieB  and  aids  to  slave- 
banting  ever  known  in  any  country. 


IT  OONFLICT. 

The  show  of  concession,  in  the  forego- 
ing; ])roject,  to  Northern  convictions, 
relates  to  tlic  'mint,  anise  and  cuinniin' 
of  the  great  controversy ;  it  proffers  to 
the  Eree  States  no  guarantee  on  a 
single  point  ever  deemed  by  them  • 
essentiaL  Then  as  to  the  territoriee : 
Mr.  Crittenden's  proposition,  in  sub-  • 
stance,  is,  that  the  North  sliall  not 
mere^^"  permit,  hut  establish  and  gua- 
rantee. Slavery  in  all  ])resent  and 
fuiiiiY  territories  of  the  Union  south 
of  36°  30'.  The  direct  incitement 
herein  proffered,  the  strong  tempta- 
tion held  out,  to  fillibustering  raids 
upon  Mexico,  Central  America,  Cuba, 
lla\'ti,  etc.,  could  never  be  ignored. 
The  Slave  Power  would  have  claimed 
this  as  a  vital  element  of  the  new 
comj^romise  -tliat  she  liad  surren- 
dered her  just  claim  to  all  tt^ritory 
north  of  36°  3o'  for  the  conceded 
right  to  acquire  and  enjoy  new  terri- 
tory south  of  that  line^  and  would 
have  insisted  on  her '  pound  of  flesh' 
— a  rigorous  fulfillment  of  the  com- 
pact, ller  Sam  UoustonSi  William 
Walkers  and  Biekleys  would  have 
plotted  at  homo  and  ]>lundered 
abroad,  in  the  character  of  aj)ostles, 
lal)oring  to  reiidjust  the  disturbed 
cquililMrium  of  the  Union  by  acquiring 
for  the  South  that  to  which  she  was  en- 
titled by  the  Crittenden  Compromise^ 
II.  The  essence  and  substance  of 
Mr.  Crittenden's  *  adjustment'  inhere 
in  his  proposition  tJiat,  of  the  vast 
territories  acquired  by  ns  from  Mexico, 
with  all  tliat  may  be  ac<piired  here- 
after, bO  much  as  lies  south  of  the  . 
parallel  36*^  30',  shall  be  absolutely 
surrendered  and  guaranteed  to  SUk- 
very.  But  this  Tery  proposition  was 
made,  on  behalf  frf*  ti^e  South,  by  Gen. 
Burt,  of  S.  C,  in  1^47,  and  was 
then  defeated  by  the  decisive  vote  of 
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114  to  83— no^  one  Wliig,  and  but 
four  Democrats,  from  the  Frco  States, 
sustaining  it."  It  was  defeated  ap^ain 
iu  the  next  Congress,  wlien  proposed 
hy  Mr.  Douglas,  in  1848  :  Yeas  82 ; 
Nays  121 ;  only  three  Democrats  and 
no  Wliig  from  Free  States  Bnatainiiig 
it"  Tho  Bepnblican  party  was  now 
reqiiired,  in  the  year  1861,  to  aaeent 
to  a  partition  of  tlie  territories^  and 
an  estahlishment  of  Slavtny  therein, 
which  l)oth  tho  Whiff  and  the  Demo 
cratic  iiarties  of  the  Free  States  had 
rei>eate<ily,  and  all  but  unanimously, 
rejected  before  there  was  any  Kepub- 
lican  party.  Thns  the  Norih,  under 
tiie  lead  of  the  Eepublicans,  was  re- 
qnived  to  make^  on  pain  of  eivH  war, 
concessions  to  Slavery  which  it  had 
utterly  refused  when  divided  only 
between  the  '  conservative'  parties  of 
fifteen  or  twerity  years  ago. 

III.  The  vital  principle  of  this,  as 
of  all  compromises  or  projects  of  con- 
ciliation proposed  from  tiha  Sontli  to 
the  North,  was  this:  '  Tou  shall  re- 
gard Slavery  as  W0  do,  and  agree  with 
na  tliat  it  is  beneficent  and  right. 
We  wijyi  concede  that  it  is  not  desi- 
rable nor  ])rofitublo  in  yoxo'  harsh  cli- 
mate, on  your  rugged  soil ;  and  you  , 
must  concur  with  us  in  aflirniin<;  that  ' 
it  is  the  very  thing  for  our  fervid  suns 
and  ftrtfle  vales.  Then  wa  will  go 
forward,  conquering,  annexing,  set- 
tling, planting,  and  filling  themarkets 
of  the  world  with  our  great  staples, 
while  yon  shall  be  amply  enxiohed 
by  our  commerce  and  by  onr  con- 
stantly expanding  markets  for  your 
food  and  manufactures.'  In  other 
words.  Slavery  was  henceforth  to  be 
regarded,  on  aU  hands,  as  the  basis 
at  cnoe  of  onr  National  industry  and 
onr  National  policy. 

"See  pages  196-7. 
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IV.  As  a  part  of  this  compact,  the 
North  was  to  silence  her  lecturers, 
muzzle  her  press,  chloroform  her  pul- 
pits, and  bully  her  people  into  a  si- 
lence respecting  Slavery,  which  should 
be  broken  only  by  the  utterance  of 
vindications  and  panegyrics.  Already 
the  great  pnblishing  koiises  of  onr 
Northern  cities  had  been  very  gene- 
rally induced  to  mutilate  tho  works 
they  from  time  to  time  issued,  by  ex- 
])nnging  from  them  every  passage  or 
sentiment  obnoxious  to  the  fastidious, 
exacting  taste  of  the  slaveholders. 
Some  of  our  authors — ^Mr.  J ames  K. 
Panlding  oonspicnons  among  them— 
had  revised  their  own  works,  and  u> 
sued  new  editione,  wherein  tiieir  old- 
tinie  utterances  adverse  to  Slavery 
had  been  supplanted  by  fulsome  adu- 
lations of  the  system  or  vehement 
abuse  of  its  opp( »nonts.  Our  M  ission- 
ary.  Tract,  and  other  religious  organ- 
izations, had  very  generally  been  in- 
duced to  expurgate  their  publioatim 
and  their  efforts  of  all  anti-Slaveiy 
ideas.  Onr  great  popular  churches 
had  either  bent  to  tho  stonn  or  been 
broken  by  it  And  now,  the  work 
was  to  be  completed  by  a  new  and 
comprehensive  'adjustment,'  taking 
the  place  and,  in  y)art,  tho  name  of 
that  '  Compromise'  which  the  iSiave 
Power  bad  first  forced  upon  the 
North  and  then  coolly  repudiated; 
an  adjustment  which  was  to  hind  the 
Free  States  over  to  perpetual  com- 
plicity in  slaveholding,and  perpetual 
stifling  of  all  cxposmre  of,  or  remon- 
strance against,  tho  existence,  the 
domination,  and  the  diifusion  of  Sla- 
very. 

These  strictures  sere  neither  im- 
pelled nor  colored  by  any  unkindly 
fbeling  toward  Mir.  Grittendoi,  whose 

''Seepages  m-«. 
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patriotism  and  fairness  tliey  are  not 
designed  to  iiii]icach.  He  doubtless 
considered  carefully  and  well  what 
the  South  could  be  induced  to  accept ; 
uud  be  uiidoubtingly  believed  this  to 

lie  embodied  aod  presented  in  his 
plan  of  compromise.  A  daveholder 
himsdf ;  bom,  edncated,  and  living 
amid  tlieinfluenoes  of  the  institution ; 
he  could  not  or  did  not  realize  that 
his  conditions  M-ould  seem  inadniis- 
sible  to  any  but  the  narrowest  and 
most  irnserable  fanatics.  Assutning 
his  premises,  regarding  the  mutter 
sandnfliTely  ftom  his  standpoint,  and 
putting  oonsdenoe  and  oonsistency 
entirely  ont  of  the  question,  his  pro- 
posal was  fair  enough  ;  and  its  cordial  i 
adoption  would  doubtless  have  exhi- 
larated tlio  stock  market,  and  caused 
general  rejoicing  on  exchanges  and 
around  the  dinner-tal)les  of  mi'rchant 
princes.  Its  advocates,  with  good 
reason,  claimed  a  large  majority  of 
the  people  in  its  &vor,  and  clamored 
for  its  submission  to  a  direct  popular 
vote.  Had  such  a  submission  been  i 
accorded,  it  is  very  likely  that  the 
greater  number  of  those  who  voted  at 
all  would  have  voted  to  ratify  it. 

But,  on  the  other  liand,  these  £Eu;ts 
deserve  consideration : 

I.  The  Democratic  and  ^  Conserva- 
tive' politkoans  who  united  on  the 
Orittenden  Oompromise,  and  clamor- 
ed for  its  adoption,  had  had  control 
of  Congress  and  the  Federal  Executive 
through  seven-eighths  of  our  past 
national  history»  If  this  were  the 
true  ])anacea  tor  our  troubles  respect- 
ing Slavery,  why  had  they  n(»t  ap- 
plied it  long  ago  ?  Why  not  adopt 
it  under  Polk  or  Fillmore,  Pierce  or 
Buchanan,  without  waiting  to  the  last 
sands  oftheir  departing  power!  Why 
not  unite  upon  it  as  their  platform  in 


the  Presidential  contest  of  18601 
Why  call  upon  the  Republicans  to 
help  them  do,  after  forty  years  of 
controversy,  what  they  might  them- 
selves have  done,  without  help,  al- 
most any  time  during  those  forty 
years!  Why  radiate,  against  ihe 
most  urgent  remonstranoes,  in  1B64^ 
a  ccmipromise  which,  so  far  as  it  went, 
was  substantially  identical  with  this^ 
and  now  ask  those  whom  they  then 
overbore  to  unite  with  them  in  rati- 
fjrnng  another  and  a  worse,  in  1861  ? 

II.  The  '  Conservatives,'  so  called, 
were  still  able  to  establish  this  Crit- 
tenden Oompromise  by  iheir  own 
proper  strength,  had  lliey  been  dis- 

I  posed  so  to  do.  The  President  was 
theirs;  the  Senate  strongly  thein; 
in  the  House,  they  had  a  small  ma- 
jority, as  was  evinced  in  their  defeat 
of  John  Sherman  for  8})caker.  Had 
they  now  come  forward  and  sai<l, 
with,  authority ;  '  Enable  us  to  pass 
the  Orittenden  Oompromise,  and  all 
shall  be  peace  and  harmony/  they  ; 
would  have  succeeded  without  diffi- 
culty. It  was  only  throng  the 
withdrawal  of  pro-Slavery  members 
tliat  tlie  Kepublicans  had  achieved 
an  unexpected  majority  in  either 
Htaise.  Had  those  members  chosen 
to  return  to  tlic  seats  still  awaiting 
them,  and  to  support  Hr.  Crittenden's 
]>roposition,  they  could  have  carried 
it  without  difficulty. 

III.  But  it  was  abundantly  evident 
that  the  passage  of  this  measure 
would  nof  restore  tlie  Union.  Several 
States  had  already  plunged  into  Se- 
cession, their  oracles  avowing  that 
they  wanted  ik/  concession,  and  M'(»uld 
be  satisfied  with  none.  Every  sug- 
gestion that  they  should  wait  for 
some  overt  act,  at  least  for  some  offl- 
cial  declaration,  from  Hr.  Lincoln^ 
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bad  been  qnmied  by  them.  They 
made  haste  to  secede,  from  fear  that 
concessions  would  bo  offered — that 
their  pretexts  for  disruption  would 
Bomehow  be  obviated.  To  send  con- 
cessions after  them,  in  their  scornful, 
imperious,  insulting  stampede,  would 
be  inviting  them  to  heap  new  and 
more  diflhonoring  indignitieB  on  the 
nation  they  were  defying.  It  was,  in 
fkot,  to  justify  iheir  past  treason,  and 
incite  them  to  perseverance  and 
greater  daring  in  the  evil  way  they 
had  chosen, 

lY.  Our  '  con^orvntivc'  Supreme 
Court,  hv  its  Dred  iScott  decision, 
had  denied  to  Congress  all  power  to 
exclude  Slavery  from  a  single  acre  of 
file  ofmamon  teiritories  of  the  Union ; 
it  had  held  the  Hiasoiim  Gompromise 
invalid  on  this  veiy  gronnd;  and 
now,  the  North  was  called  to  reSn- 
act  and  c?ctend  that  very  lino  of 
demarkation  l)etween  Free  and  Slave 
territory  which  the  ('onrt  had  ])ro- 
nounccd  a  nullity.  True,  Mr.  Crit- 
tenden proposed  that  the  new  com- 
promlBe  shoold  he  Ingnfted  npon  the 
Constitution ;  hnt  that  only  increased 
the  difficaltf  of  eflSseting  the  adjust- 
ment,  withont  assnring  its  validity. 
For,  if  the  new  Southern  doctrines 
respecting  property,  and  the  rights  of 
property,  and  tlic  duty  of  protecting 
those  rights,  and  the  radical  inability 
of  the  Government  to  limit  or  impair 
them,  be  sound,  then  the  guarantee 
to  IVee  Labor  of  the  tenritoiy  north 
of  86**  must  proye  delusiTe.  In- 
deed, Mr.  Jefferson  Davis,  at  a  meet- 
ing <tf  the  Beleet  Oommittee  framed 
to  consider  thc?o  very  resolutions, 
proposed,  on  tho  26th  of  December, 
the  following : 


"i?«o?e«f,  That  it  shall  be  declared,  hj 
amendment  of  the  Oonetitation,  Uuit  prop- 
erty in  dsvee,  recognized  m  eiieh  by  the 
local  law  of  any  of  the  States  of  tlic  Fnion, 
shall  stand  on  tlie  same  footing,  in  all  con- 
stitutional and  Federal  rdations,  as  any  other 
Rpecies  of  property  so  recopnized  ;  and,  like 
other  property,  bliall  not  be  subject  to  bo 
divested  or  impaired  by  tiie  local  law  of  any 
other  State,  either  in  escape  thereto,  or  by 
the  transit  or  sojourn  of  tho  owner  tticrein. 
And  in  no  case  whatever  shall  such  property 
be  sal^ieot  to  be  divested  or  impaired  by  any 
legtsltnira  sot  of  tlM  United  States,  or  any 
of  the  tofHorlM  thereoC^ 

When  the  Senate  came  to  act** 

upofi  Mr.  CWttenden's  proposition, 
Mr.  Antliony,  of  Rhode  Island — a 
very  moderate,  conservative  Ke]>ub- 
lican  —  made  a  new  overture  which 
ought  to  have  closed  the  controversy. 
Announcing  his  intention  to  vote  for 
the  substitute  proposed  by  Mr.  Dan- 
iel dark,  of  New  Hampshire,  as  ab- 
sbractly  true,"  and  more  in  acoord> 
ance  witii  hii  idea  of  the  mode  in 
which  our  troubles  should  be  com- 
posed, Mr.  Anthony  proceeded : 

"I  boliove,  Mr.  President,  that,  if  the 
dancer  whicti  menaces  us  is  to  be  avoided 
at  lul,  H  mwt  be  by  legislation ;  which  is 
more  ready,  more  certain,  and  more  likely  to 
<4>e  satisfactory,  than  constitntional  amond- 
ment.  The  main  difficulty  ia  the  territorial 
qiipstion.  The  demand  of  the  Senators  on 
the  other  side  of  the  chainbtT,  and  of  those 
whom  they  represent,  is,  that  tho  territory 
South  of  the  line  of  the  Missouri  Compro- 
mise shall  bo  open  to  their  peculiar  proper- 
ty. All  this  territory,  c.\cept  tho  Indian  res- 
ervation, is  within  the  limits  of  New  Mexico^ 
which,  for  a  part  of  Its  nortbom  honndary, 
rtins  11])  two  (lv>;jri  t  s  beyond  that  line.  This 
is  now  a  slave  territory ;  made  so  by  territo- 
rial legidaflon:  and  Slavery  ezistfi  iSttKn^ 
recognized  and  protected.  Now,  I  am  will- 
ing, so  soon  a.H  Knnsjis  can  be  admitted,  to 
vote  for  the  admission  of  New  Hexico  as  a 
State,  with  soch  Gonstitotion  as  tho  people 
may  adopt. 

"This  di.>Apo9es  of  all  the  territory  that  is 
adapted  to  slave  labor,  or  that  is  clain)ed  by 
the  South.    It  ought  to  settle  the  M'hole 

auestion.  Surely,  if  wo  can  dispose  of  all 
10  territory  that  wo  have,  wo  ought  not  to 
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quarrel  over  that  which  we  have  not,  and 
whidi  we  ham  no  Terj  honest  way  of  ac- 
quiring. Let  ns  settle  tlio  difTtciiUios  tluit 
tiiroatea  us  now,  and  not  anticiptito  those 
which  maj rawer  come.  Let  the  public  mind 
have  time  to  cool ;  lot  us  forpet,  in  the  gen- 
eral prosperity,  the  mutual  depcndcuco  and 
the  commoB  glory  of  oar  country,  that  we 
have  ever  quarreled  over  the  question  that 
"We  have  put  at  rest ;  nnd  perhups  when,  in 
the  march  of  events,  the  northern  provinces 
of  Mexico  are  brought  under  our  sway,  they 
maj  come  in  without  a  ripple  on  the  po- 
litical sea,  wliusc  tumultuous  ■waves  nov.- 
threaten  to  ingulf  us  all  in  one  common 
ruin. 

"In  (ifTorinn'  to  settle  this  qnoHtion  hj  the 
adniisslun  of  New  Mexico,  we  of  the  North 
who  oascnt  to  it  propose  a  great  aaerifioe, 
and  olTer  a  large  conces-Hion.  We  propose 
to  take  in  a  State  that  is  deficient  in  popu- 
lation, and  that  possesses  but  imperfectly 
many  of  the  elements  of  a  member  of  the 
Union,  and  that  will  recjuire,  in  one  form  or 
anotlier,  even  after  its  admission,  the  aid  of 
the  Qeneral  (ioTenunent.  But  we  make  the 
offer  In  a  spirit  of  oompromiBe  and  good  feel- 
ing, which  we  bope  will  be  reciprocated. 

'*And  now,  Mt,  President,  I  appeal  to 
Senators  on  tiie  other  ride,  when  we  thus 
oiVvr  to  liridirc  over  seven-eighths  of  the 
frightful  chasm  that  separates  us,  will  you 
not  build  the  other  eighth  f  When,  with 
oiKstretchod  arms,  we  ai)proar'h  you  so  near, 
that  by  reivching  out  your  hands  you  can  clasp 
ours  in  the  fraternal  grasp  from  which  they 
should  m-vcr  be  separated,  will  you,  with 
folded  ui  iiiH  and  closed  eyes,  stand  upon  ex- 
treme demands  which  you  know  we  cannot 
aooepu  and  for  which,  if  we  did,  we  oould 
not  carry  oar  constituents?" 

Tliere  waa  no  response  to  tliis ;  and 

lihe  Seattle^  ifter  haTing  refiued— 80 

to  25 — to  pofltpone  the  soljeet  to 

take  up  the  Kanias  AdmiBsioa  bill, 

proceeded  to  vote  on  1^.  01ark*B  Bub- 

Btitute,  Asliiih  was  in  these  words: 

^^Besohed.,  That  the  provisions  of  the  Con- 
stitution are  ample  for  the  preservation  of 
the  Union,  and  the  protection  of  all  tiie  ma- 
terial interests  of  the  country ;  that  it  needs 
to  lie  obeyed  rather  than  amended ;  and  that 
an  extrication  from  our  present  dangers  is 
to  lie  looked  for  in  strenuous  efforts  to  pre- 
■erre  the  peace,  protect  tiio  public  property, 
and  cnfon  e  the  laws,  rather  than  in  new 
guarantees  for  peculiar  interests,  compromi- 
aee  for  partioular  diffieuHieSi  or  oonoeidons 
U)  nnrousonablc  demands. 


"■Re$»lv«d^  That  all  attempts  to  dissolve  the 
present  Union,  or  overthrow  or  idbandon  the 

present  Constitution,  with  the  hope  or  ex- 
pectation of  constructing  a  new  one,  are 
dangerous,  illusory,  and  destmotive;  that, 
in  tiiO  opinion  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
Stjitcs,  no  such  reconstruction  is  practicable ; 
and,  therefore,  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
existing  Union  and  Constitution  sliould  bo 
directe<l  all  the  energies  of  all  the  depart- 
ments of  the  Government^  and  the  efforta  of 
all  good  citizens." 

The  vote  was  now  taken  on  tliis 
substitute,  which  waa  adopted,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Anthony,  Baker,  Bingham, 
Cameron,  Chandler,  Olark,  OoUamer,  Dixon, 

l)()olittle,  Durkce,  Fessetidoii.  Foot,  Foster, 
Cirimes,  Hale,  Ilarlan,  King,  Seward.  Sim- 
mons, Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Thimbull,  Wade, 
Wilkinson,  and  Wilson— 26  [all  Bepnbli- 

cansj. 

Nays. — ^Heann.  Bayard,  Bigler,  Bragg, 
Bright,  Clingman,  Crittenden,  Fitch,  Green, 
Gwin,  Hunter,  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  KeTir 
nedy.  Lane,  of  Oregon,  ilasim,  Nicholson, 
Pearce,  Polk,  Powell,  Pugh,  Rice,  Saulsbury, 
and  Sabaatian— 28  [all  Democrats,  but  two 
BeU-OonaervatiTes^  ^  itojjMt]. 

HesBRk  lyenon,  of  Oeoigia,  Ben- 
jamin and  Slidell,  of  Loniaiana, 
Hemphill  and  Wigfall,  of  TexM^  and 

R.  W.  Johnson,  of  Arkansas — who 
had  voted  just  before  ap;ainst  taking 
up  the  Kangas  bill — liad  now  ab- 
sented tlioniselves  or  sat  silent,  and 
allowed  Mr.  Clark's  resolves  to  Bup- 
plant  Mr.  dittemden'fl,  irhich  were 
thuB  defeated.  They  donbtleta  did 
this  in  obedience  to  a  reBolve,  preofHi- 
certed  with  Hessra.  Davifl^  Toombs, 
etc^  to  accept  no  adjustment  or  CKmf 
cession  ^vliich  did  not  receive  the 
vote  of  a  majority  of  the  liepubli- 
cans. 

In  the 'last  hours  of  the  session,'* 
the  Bubject  was  called  up  by  l£r. 
J.  M.ld^»on,  of  Virginia,  when  Mr. 
dark's  snbetitote  i^oresaid  was  re- 
considered and  rejected — ^22  to  14 — 
in  order  to  have  a  direct  vote  on  the 
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Chrittenden  proposition;  which  was 

then  clcfeiitod:  Yeas  19  ['Consen'a- 
tives'] ;  Kays  20  [Kepublicans] ;  as 
before.  Sovcrnl  more  Southern  Sen- 
ators had  meantime  seceded  and  leil. 

Mr.  L;i/.ani8  W.  Powell,  of  Ken- 
tucky, having  moved'*  tlie  appoint- 
ment of  a  Select  Committee  (^Thir- 
teen on  the  crisis  at  which  the 
qpnntiy  had  now  arrived,  the  Sen- 
ate assented,  and  Yice-President  John 
C.  Breckinridge"  appointed  Messrs. 
Powell,  Hunter,  Crittenden,  Seward, 
Toombs,  Douglas,  CoUainer^  Davis, 
Wad,',  Bi;iler,  Rico,-  Dooi'dtJ'^^  and 
Griin<.~-<  on  said  Committee — live  of 
the  thirteen  Republicans  (in  italics). 
Mr.  Davis  [  JeflGmon]  asked  to  he  ex- 
cused from  serring,  but  finaUj  con- 
sented. The  Committee  met  two  or 
three  days  thereafter,  and  luld  seve- 
ral animated  sessions,  but  to  little 
pnrp<ise.  Mr.  Crittenden's  main  prop- 
osition— the  line  of  30' — was  vo- 
ted down  after  full  discussion  :  Yeas 
Messrs.  Eigler,  Crittenden,  Douglas, 
Bice,  and  Powell — S;  Nays,  Messrs. 
Jkum,  Doolittk,  GoUamer,  "Wade, 
T{Knnb0f  Grimes,  and  HwUer^7: 
absent,  Mr.  Seward.  Messrs.  Hunter, 
Toombs,  and  Davis,  it  is  said,  would 
have  supported  it,  had  it  been  pro 
poeed  and  sustained  by  the  Republi- 
cans. The  remaining  propositions 
of  Mr.  Crittenden  received  generally 
a  majority  of  the  whole  nnmber  of 
▼otesy  but  were  not  considered  adopt- 
ed; the  Committee  haying  agreed 
upon  a  role  that  nothing  shonld  be  so 
considered  that  did  not  receive  a  ma- 
jority both  of  the  Republican  and  the 
anti-Rejmblican  votes.  When  the 
Committee  met  again,"  Mr.  Seward 
submitted  the  following  proposition : 

**Firtt.  No  amendinont  shall  be  made  to 
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the  Constitution  wliioh  will  nntliorizo  or 

{(ive  to  Congress  any  power  to  abolish  or 
nterfere,  in  any  Stii^  wHh  th»  doiii««tls 
inRtitutioiis  (lici-pof,  inchidiiig  that  of  per- 
sons held  to  service  or  labor  hj  the  laws  of 
raoh  State.** 

This  was  adopted  by  the  following 

vote : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Powell,  Hnnter.  Critten- 
den, Sewiircl.  Doughis,  Collainer,  Wuile,  Big- 
ler.  Rice,  Doolittle.  and  Grimes — 11. 

Nats — Messrs.  Davis  and  Toombs — 2. 

"■Sicond,  Tlio  Fnjritivo  Slave  law  of  1850 
shall  be  m  amended  as  to  secure  to  the 
allefad  Aigltive  a  trial  br  Ju7." 

This,  having  been  amended,  on  mo- 

tion  of  Islv.  Douglas,  so  as  to  have  the 
alleged  fugitive  sent  for  trial  to  the 

State  from  which  he  wa.s  charged 
with  escaping,  was  voted  dowm — all 
the  Kepublican.s  and  Mr.  Crittenden 
sustaining  itj  all  the  rest  opposing 
it 

Ur.  Seward  "  fbrther  propased,  and 
the  Bepnblicans  sostained,  the  fol- 
lowing: 

"  Rewired,  That,  nndcr  tlio  fourth  section 
of  the  fuurtli  article  of  the  Constitution,  Con- 
gress sbotdd  psfls  an  efficient  law  for  the 

punishment  oi  all  persons  enp.'iircd  in  the 
armed  invasion  of  any  State  from  another 
by  corabinationB  of  tndividnals,  and  punish- 
ing  nil  ju-rsons  in  complicity  tlii-rcwith,  on 
trial  and  corn  ictidii,  iu  the  State  or  District 
where  their  ac  ts*  of  complicity  were  oom- 
niitted,  in  the  Federal  Courts." 

This  was  negatived  by  the  solid 

vote  of  the  auti-Hepublican  mem* 

hers. 

It  can  hardly  be  necessary  to  trace 
fbrther  the  abortive  proceedings  of 
this  Committee,  l^ej  came  to 
nothing,  through  no  want  ofgood-wiU 
on  the  ])art  of  a  majority  of  its  mem- 
bers, but  because  most  or  all  of  those 
from  the  South  conld  or  would  ac- 
cept notliinu:  as  sufficient  short  of 
an  utter  and  shamefid  repudiation  by 
the  liepublicans  of  the  vital  principle 
of  their  party — ^the  consecration  of 
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the  Territories  to  Free  Labor.  Tlius : 
Mr.  Robert  Toombs,  of  Georgia, 
having  submitted  a  senes  of  propo- 
sitions, which,  were,  in  sobstance,  tlie 
Breckinridge  platform,  withctnt  wait- 
ing a  vote  or  any  decisive  action 
thereon,  made  haste  to  tel^aph  to 
Goorjjia,  for  effect  upon  her  approach- 
ing election,     follows : 

"  WAsauTOTON,  Dec  28,  1860. 
"  T  came  here  to  g«onre  yonr  eonstStntional 

rijrhts.  ami  to  il  MiionstrHto  to  you  tliut  you 
can  get  no  guarauteo  fur  those  rights  from 
jonr  Northern  eonfederates. 

'*T!iO  wliolo  suhjort  w;is  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  thirteen  iu  tlio  Soriute.  I  was 
appointed  on  the  Committee,  and  accepted 
the  trust.  I  suluuitttMl  proptisitioiiH.  wliich, 
8o  far  Iroin  receivin;?  a  decitlc*!  sup|)ort  frt»m 
a  siu-rle  member  of  the  Kcpublicuu  party  of 
tho  C'>minittco,  were  all  treated  with  derieioa 
antl  contempt. 

"A  vote  was  then  taken  in  tlie  Committee 
on  amendments  to  the  Cuustitution,  proposed 
b7  Hon.  J.  jr.  Crittenden ;  and  each  and  all 
of  them  were  voted  against,  unanimously, 
bythe  Bhick  Bepublioaa  members  of  the 
Committee. 

"  Fn  addition  to  these  fact^,  a  mjflority  of 
tho  Black  liepnblioui  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee deelared  distinctly  that  they  had  no 
guaranfec"^  to  oflVr;  which  was  silently 
acquiesced  iu  by  the  other  members. 

''The  Black  Republican  members  of  the 
Cotntnrttee  are  representative  men  of  the 
party  and  section,  and,  to  the  extent  of  my 
infurniaticm,  truly  represent  thcra. 

"  The  Committee  of  thirty-three  on  Fri- 
day a^jonmed  for  a  week,  without  coming 
to  any  vote,  after  solemnly  pledging  them- 
selves to  vote  on  all  tho  propositions  then 
before  them,  that  day.  It  is  controlled  by 
tlie  Hl  iek  llepuMican'i.  your  etieinie>,  who 
only  seek  to  amuse  you  with  delusive  hopes 
until  yoar  election,  that  yon  may  defeat  the 
iHends  of  SfccsviDn. 

"  If  you  are  deceived  by  them,  it  Bhall  not 
be  my  fault  I  haTe  pnt  the  test  fairly  and 
fhmUy.  It  is  decisive  a^jain^t  you  now.  I 
tell  yon,  upon  the  faith  of  a  true  man,  that 
ail  further  looking  to  the  North  for  security 
f  <r  your  constitutinnal  rights,  OOght  to  be 
inst:mtly  abandoned. 

**It  iaflranght  wUh  nothing  but  ruin  to 
your?M5l ves  and  to  your  po>*terity.  Seces-^ion, 
by  tho  4th  day  of  March  ne.\t,  should  be 
thundered  from  tho  ballot-box  by  tho  unani- 
mous voice  of  Geoi;gia,  on  the  2d  day  of 


January  next.  Such  a  voice  will  be  your 
best  guarantee  for  liberty,  tranquillity,  and 
glory.  R.  Toombs." 

Though  it  is  neither  essential  nor 
j)racti('able  here  to  record  all  tho 
abortive  prnjects  of  *  conciliation'  sub- 
mitted to  Congress  at  this  fruitlessly 
frnitM  sesBion,  tliat  presented  bj  Mr. 
0.  L.  YaHandigham,  of  Ohio,  deserves 
notice,  as  the  fullest  and  most  logical 
embodiment  vet  made  of  "Mr,  Cifl- 
houn's  subtile  device  for  enabUnj^r  a 
minority  to  olistruct  and  baffle  tho 
majority  under  a  political  system 
preservinf;  tlie  forms  of  a  ro]>ublic. 

Mr.  v.,  after  a  preamble,  setting 
forth  "  the  tendency  of  stronger  gov- 
ernments to  enlarge  their  powers  and 
jurisdiction  at  the  expense  of  weaker,** 

and  of  majorities  to  usurp  and  abu>e 
power,  and  oppress  minorities ;"  also 
affirming:  that  "sectional  divisions 
can  no  lon^i^er  bo  8up})ressed,''  etc., 
etc.,  proposed that  Congress  slxuild 
recommend  to  the  States  a  radical 
chanp^o  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
by  adding  thereto  as  follows : 

**ABTnnji  Xllf.  See.  1.  Tho  United 
States  are  dMded  into  four  aeetioiu,  as 

follows: 

"  The  States  of  Ifrine,  New  Hampehire^ 

Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island.  Con- 
necticut, New  York,  Now  .Jerbey,  and  Tenn- 
sylvania ;  and  all  new  States  annexed  and 
admitted  into  the  Union  or  formed  or  erect- 
ed within  tho  jurisdiction  of  said  States, 
or  by  tho  junotiofi  of  two  or  more  of  tho 
same  or  of  parts  thereoC  or  out  of  territory 
acquired  north  of  said  States,  shall  oonstf- 
tuto  one  section,  to  bo  known  asTiiK  NouTir. 

"The  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  lUinoiaL 
Michigan,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Iowa,  and 
Kansas,  and  all  new  St.ates  annexe<l  or  ad- 
mitted into  tho  Union,  or  croctod  within  tho 
jurisdiction  of  any  of  said  States,  or  by  the 
junction  of  two  or  more  of  the  same,  or  of 

t)arts  thereof,  or  out  of  territory  now 
leld  or  hereafter  acquired  north  of  latitude 
SiV  ."()'  and  east  of  the  crest  of  the  Morky 
Monnt^iius,  shall  constitute  another  scciion, 
to  be  known  as  The  West. 

The  States  of  Oregon  and  California,  and 
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all  new  States  aimoxcd  or  admitted  into  the 
TTnioiif  or  fonned  or  ere<*te<l  within  the  juria- 
dirtion  of  any  of  said  States,  or  by  the  junction 
of  two  or  more  of  the  sumo,  or  of  parts  there- 
of, or  out  of  territory  now  held  or  hereafter 
aoqoiredwestoftheorestofthoKocky  Moun- 
teins  and  of  the  Rio  Grande,  shall  constitute 
another  section,  to  be  known  as  The  Pacikio. 

**.The  States  of  Delaware,  Maryland,  Vir- 
ginia, North  Oaronna,  Bonth  Carolina,  C^eor^ 
c:i;i,  Floridii,  Alabama,  Missis^ipjii,  Loidfli* 
ma.  Ti'xas,  Arkansas.  Tennessee,, Kentucky, 
abd  MiHsonri,  and  all  new  StaCea  annexed 
or  admitted  into  tiTo  Union,  or  fonned  or 
erected  within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  of  said 
^tatefl^  or  by  the  junction  of  two  or  more  of 
the  same,  or  of  parts  thereof,  or  out  of  terri- 
tory acijuired  ea«t  of  the  Rio  (trance  and 
Bonth  of  latitude  86°  30',  shall  constitute  an- 
other sectioiLto  be  known  as  Tub  Boutu. 

**8ee.  8.  On  demand  of  one-third  of  the 
Benator'4  of  any  one  of  the  sections  on  any 
bill,  order,  resolution,  or  rote,  to  which  the 
oonenrrenee  of  the  House  of  RepreaentatiTes 
may  he  necessary.  excei)t  on  a  questicm  of 
adjournment,  a  vote  shall  be  had  by  seo- 
tionav  and  a  mf^ority  of  the  Senators  from 
each  Kertion  shall  be  neces'sarv  to  tlio  i)a3- 
Bage  of  each  hill,  order,  or  resolution,  and  to 
the  validity  of  everr  such  vote. 

"Sec.  8."  Two  of  the  Electors  of  President 
and  Vice-Pre«iident  shall  be  ai)i)ointed  by 
each  State,  in  such  man:'or  as  the  Legislature 
thereof  mar  direct,  ij  ■  the  State  at  large. 
The  otiier  Electom  to  which  each  State  may 
be  entitled  shall  be  cliosen  in  the  respective 
Oongreseiooal  Districts  into  which  the  State 
maj,  ^  the  regnUnr  deeennial  period,  have 
been  divided,  by  the  electors  of  each  District 
having'  the  qualifications  requinite  for  elect- 
ors of  the  most  numerous  branch  of  the 
iStnto  lA'^rislatnre.  A  majority  of  all  the 
Jiloi  tors  in  each,  of  the  four  sfrtiont  in  this 
article  established,  shall  bo  necessary  to  the 
choice  of  President  and  Vice-President ;  and 
tiie  concurrence  of  a  majority  of  the  States 
of  each  section  shall  be  neceswary  to  the 
ahoioe  of  President  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
aentativea,  and  of  the  Senators  from  each 
section  to  the  choice  of  Vice-President  by 
the  Senate,  whenever  the  right  of  choice 
■ban  devolre  upon  them  reepeetbely. 

"Sec.  4.  The  Presidi  iit  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent shall  hold  their  otlices  each  daring  the 
term  of  ^  jears;  and  neither  shall  be  eligi- 
ble to  more  th.an  one  term  except  by  the 
votes  of  two-tiiirds  of  all  the  Electors  of 
each  section,  or  of  the  States  of  eadi  scf'lion, 
whenever  tlie  right  of  choic.  <>i'  rre-^HlLut 
shall  devolve  upon  the  House  of  iicpresetita- 
tive-s ;  or  of  the  Senators  from  each  section, 
whenever  the  right  of  choice  of  Vioe-Presi- 
dent  shall  devolve  upon  the  Senate. 

**8eo.  5.  The  OoQgress  shall  provide  bj 
25 


law  for  the  case  of  a  failure  by  the  House  of 
j  Representatives  to  choose  a  President,  and  • 

of  the  Senate  to  choose  a  Vice-President, 
j  whenever  the  ri;,'lit  of  choice  shall  devolve 
'  upon  them  respectively,  declaring  what  offi- 
cer shall  then  act  as  President;  and  such 
officer  shall  then  act  accordingly  until  a 
President  shall  be  electo<l.  The  Congrefis 
shall  also  provide  by  law  for  a  special  elec- 
tion tar  President  and  Viee-President  in 
etuli  r;isi<,  to  be  held  and  coinplcte'l  within 
six  monthii  of  the  expiration  of  the  term  of 
office  of  the  Inst  preceding  President,  and  to 
be  conducted  in  all  respects  as  provido<l  for 
in  the  Constitution  for  regular  elections  of 
the  same  officers;  except  that,  if  the  Iloaso 
of  Pi  pre-ientatives  shall  not  choose  a  Presi- 
:  dent,  should  the  rightof  choice  devolve  upon 
them,  within  twenty  days  of  the  opening  of 
the  certificates  and  ooonting  of  the  Electoral 
votes,  then  the  Tiee-I^Bident  shall  act  as 
President,  as  in  the  case  of  the  deaih  or 
other  constitutional  disability  of  the  Presi- 
dent. The  term  of  office  of  the  President 
rlioseii  iiniler  snr'i  spe<'ial  election  sha'l  con- 
tinue six  years  trom  the  4th  day  of  March 
preceding  such  election. 

"  Akt;  XIV.  No  State  shall  secede,  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  Legislatures  of  .nil  the 
States  of  th«$eetion  to  which  the  State  pro- 
posing to  6ece<le  belongs.  The  President 
shall  iiave  power  to  adjust  with  seceding 
States  all  questions  arising  by  reason  of  tlieir 
secession ;  hut  the  terms  of  a<^astment  shall 
he  submitted  to  the  Oongress  fbr  their  ap- 
proval before  the  sjime  shall  l)e  vulid. 

"Abt.  XV.  Neither  the  Congress  nor  a 
Territorial  Legislature  ahsill  have  power  to 
interfere  with  the  right  of  the  citizens  of 
any  of  the  States  within  either  of  the  sec- 
I  tions  to  migrate,  upon  equal  terms  with  the 
citizens  of  the  States  within  either  of  the 
other  sections,  to  the  territories  of  the 
United  Stataa;  nor  shall  either  have  power 
to  destroy  or  impair  any  rights  of  either 
person  or  property  in  the  territories.  New 
States  annexed  for  admission  into  tlie  Union, 
or  formed  or  erected  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  other  States,  or  by  the  junction  of 
two  or  m  iri'  States,  or  parts  of  States,  and 
States  formed  with  the  consent  of  Congress 
ont  of  anj  territory  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  entitled  to  ndmissiim  up<m  an  eiinal 
footing  with  the  origiuiU  StiUes,  under  any 
Constitution  establishing  a  government  re- 
ptiblica'n  in  form,  which  the  pt  ni.l  "  tli.  rcof 
may  ordain,  whenever  such  btates  sliall  eon- 
tain,  within  an  area  of  not  less  than  thirty 
thousand  sqnxire  miles,  a  population  equal 
to  the  then  existing  ratio  of  representation 
for  one  member  <tf  ue  House  (rf  Bepreaentft* 
fives." 

Dr.  Franklm— who  ftiled  to  pes^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


886 


THB  AlCSBIOAN  OONFLIOT. 


oeive  the  wifidoiu  of  dividing  a  Icgis- 
latoTO  Into  two  'hooBes'— oiioe  oom- 
pared  said  device  to  that  of  a  Datcli- 
man,  who,  lumng  a  loaded  wagon 
stuck  fast  in  a  bog,  liitclied  a  span  of 
horeea  to  either  end  and  'wliipped 
up  both  ways,'  It  is  not  certain  that 
he  miffht  not  have  thus  extricated  his 
load — or,  tit  least,  overturned  it ;  for 
even  our  old  Coniederation,  though 
a  feeble  and  vicioua,  was  not  an  im- 
possible frame-work  of  government. 
We  oonld  not  liave  flb  rapidly  in- 
creaeed  in  wealth  or  power  nnder  it ; 
yet  we  need  not  have  permanently, 
held  in  the  FcaU?  of  nations  a  lower 
rank  tluin  that  of  Switzerland  or 
Sweden.  But  thi:^  pntject  of  Mr. 
Vallandigham,  if  adopted,  would 
have  given  us  a  government  which 
no  dviliased  people  oonld  have  «n- 
dnrcid  through  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury— a  government  embodying  in 
an  aggravated  form  all  the  vices  of 
the  old  GonfederatioUy  with  few  or 
none  of  its  virtues — a  government 
requiring  a  President,  yet  rendering 
lii.s  election  a  rare  and  ha]>[>v  acci- 
dent— a  Congress  wherein  the  pas- 
sage of  a  single  act  of  any  decided 
importance  would  be  Hie  event  of  a 
decade— a  rule  hardly  to  be  endured, 
yet  not  to  ho  escaped  without  a  revo- 
lution. For  the  chief  end  of  this,  as 
of  nearly  every  kindred  contrivance 
of  the  session,  was  the  construction  I 
of  a  halance  wliereby  three  liundred 
thousand  slaveholders  would  weigh 
down  twenty  millions  of  freemen,  and 
a  section  which  systematically  repels 
immigration,  degrades  industry,  and 
disconrages  improvement^  be  ren- 
dered enduringly  equal  in  power  and 
consideration  with  one  cherishing  a 
policy  radically  antagonistic  to  thi& 


Yet  this  inevitable  disparity  in  growth 
and  strength  between  the  Free  and 
the  Slave  Statea  was  the  basis  of  all 
Southern  discontent  with  the  Union, 
and  to  counteract  or  overbear  it  the 
object  of  every  device  for  the  removal 
of  Southern  grievances  and  the  re- 
dress of  Southern  wrongs. 

The  House  Committee  of  Thirtjr- 
three  encountered  the  same  obstacles, 
and  achieved  a  like  fiulure,  with  its 
counterpart  in  the  Senate.  Mr.  Al- 
bert Bust,  of  Arkansas,  submitted  to 
it"  a  proposition  which  was  substan- 
tially identical  with  Mr.  Crittenden's, 
and  which  he  presented  as  the  ulti- 
matum of  the  South.  It  was  voted 
down  Bomo  days  at^crward :  Yeas 
12;  Nays  15  :  no  Bepublican  sustain- 
ing it  On  the  18th,  ICr.  Henry 
Winter  Davis,  of  Mdi,  offered  the 
following,  which  was  adopted  unani- 
mously: 

^^Bstohed,  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Fii'pregentaticet,  That  the  several  States  bo 
respectfully  requested  to  cause  their  statutes 
to  be  revised,  with  a  view  to  oaoertain  if 
any  of  tliom  are  in  oonfliot  with,  or  tADd  to 
embarrass  or  hinder,  the  execution  of  the 
laws  of  the  rnited  States,  inado  in  iMirsujinre 
of  the  second  section  of  the  I  Vth  Article  of 
the  Oonstltation  of  the  United  States,  fbr 
the  dolivcrinp  np  of  pcr^^ns  held  to  labor  by 
tbe  laws  of  any  State  and  escaping  there- 
from; and  the  Senate  and  Hoase  of  Repre- 
scutntivcs  cnnicstly  request  that  all  enact- 
iiients  havinp  such  tendency  bo  fortlovith 
repeak'il,  a?  required  by  a  just  sense  of  con- 
j  stitntional  obligations,  and  by  a  dnc  n-pnrd 
for  the  pcaro  of  the  liepnblic.  And  the 
Preddent  of  the  United  States  is  requested 
to  coinmnnicate  these  resolutions  to  the 
Governors  of  the  several  States,  with  the 
request  that  they  will  lay  the  same  before 
tbe  Legislatares  thereof  re^>ectiTel7." 

Mr.  Thomas  Condn,  of  Ohio,  from 

a  majority  of  this  Committee,  niado 
an  elaborate  report,  on  the  14tlx  of 
January,  1861,  favoring  concession 
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and  compromise,  but  not  tlie  line  of 
80''  30.'  Mcssr^A.  (X  C.  Washburno, 
of  Wisconsin,  and  ^fason  W.  Tappan, 
of  iN,  II.,  tendered  a  minority  report, 
setting  forfli  tliat,  in  yixm  of  the  Re- 
liellioii,  now  in  progress,  no  ooncee- 
aions  should  be  made.  They  dosed 
by  robmitting  the  resolve  which  had 
been  offered  in  the  Senate  bv 
Mr.  Clark,  of  N.  II.,  and  which  has 
already  been  fjiven. 

Messrs.  Birch,  of  California,  and 
Stout,  of  Oregon,  submitted  a  Bepa- 
rato  minority  report,  proposing  a 
Convontion  of  the  States  to  amend 
the  Federal  Oonstitation.  This  pro- 
posal liad  been  voted  down  by  15 
to  14  in  the  Committee,  and  it  waa 
likewise  voted  down  in  the  House: 
Yeas  64 ;  ??^ays  108. 

The  Crittenden  proposition  was 
moved  in  the  House,  as  a  substitute 
far  Mr.  €kawin\  and  rejected :  Yeas 
80 ;  Naya  118. 

The  oonduionB  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mittee, as  reported  bv  "iSx,  Oorwin 
and  sustained  by  the  House,  were  as 
follows : 

"  1.  Re^lretJ,  hy  the  Senate,  and  Hovse  of 
Jiepresentatices  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica in  Ccngrest  anembUd,  That  all  attemptis 
on  the  part  of  the  Legislatures  of  any  of 
the  Statea,  to  obstruct  or  liinder  the  recov- 
ery and  BUrrentk-r  of  fufritives  from  labor, 
are  in  derogation  of  the  Ooostitution  of  the 
Fnfted  States,  Inconsbtent  iHth  the  comity 
ami  good  neighborhood  which  should  pre- 
vail among  the  aevwil  States,  and  daoger- 
oos  to  the  peaoeof  the  Unimi. 

9.  [Mr.  H.  Winter  SavVs  |yro|KMitloii, 

already  given  on  page  886.] 

"3.  Hesohed^  That  wo  rcrojpiize  Slavery 
a»  now  existing  in  fifteen  of  tho  United 
States,  by  the  naag^  or  the  laws  of  thone 
States;  and  we  recognize  no  aatbority,  le- 
gally or  otherwise,  ontside  of  a  State  where 
it  Ko  exists  to  interfere  with  slavea  or  Sla- 
verr  in  each  States,  in  disregard  of  the  rights 
of  uidr  owners  or  the  jnuce  of  Societj. 

"4.  Retolted,  That  we  recognize  the  Jurt- 
ness  and  propriety  of  a  faithful  execution  of 
the  OooiUtotioii,  and  laws  made  in  pons- 


I  anco  thereof,  on  (he  satiJect  of  fugitive 
I  slaves,  or  fugitives  ttum  eervice  or  labor, 
and  dis(  i)Hntcu;inco  all  mobs,  or  hindrances 
to  the  execution  of  such  laws;  and  that  oitl- 
xena  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all 
the  privileges  and  fanmnnities  ^ttosna  ia 
the  seTorol  States. 

**6.  RmHoedy  That  we  reoognlm  no  snoh 
conflicting  element  in  its  composition,  or 
sufficient  cause  from  any  sourco  for  a  disso- 
lution of  this  Government;  that  we  are  not 
sent  here  to  do-tmy,  hnt  to  sustain  and  har- 
monize, the  iu»titutiou8,  and  to  see  that 
equal  Justice  is  done  to  all  parts  of  the 
same;  and,  finally,  to  perpetnate  its  exist* 
ence  on  terms  of  eqnality  and  Justice  to  all 
the  States. 

"0.  Eemlted,  That  the  MthM  observ- 
ance, on  the  part  of  all  the  States,  of  all  ibeir 
constitutional  obligations  to  each  other,  and 
to  the  Federal  Government,  is  essential  to 
the  peaoe  of  tiie  oonntry. 

"7.  Rcwhf,l  Th:it  it  is  tho  duty  of  the 
Federal  (iovernmuut  to  enforce  the  Federal 
laws,  pruttH  t  the  Federal  property,  Sttd  pre- 
serve the  Union  of  these  States. 

"  8.  Jl'  jtolted,  That  each  State  ia  request- 
ed to  revise  its  statates,  and,  if  neoessary,  so 
to  amend  the  same  as  to  eecore,  witlioiit 
legislation  by  Oongress,  to  citizens  of  other 
States  traveling  therein,  tho  same  protection 
as  citizens  of  such  State  ei^oy;  and  that 
she  also  protect  the  eitizeos  or  other  States 
traveling  or  sc^ourning  therein  against 
popular  Tiolence  or  illegal  summary  punish- 
ment, without  trial,  in  one  form  of  law,  for 
imputed  crimes. 

"  it.  J£eM>ludy  That  each  St^te  be  also  re- 
spectfully requested  to  enaet  each  laws  as 
will  prevent  and  punish  any  attempt  what- 
ever in  such  State  to  recognize  or  set  on 
foot  tlie  lawless  invarfon  ti  any  other  Stata 
or  territory. 

"  10.  Jlewkedy  That  the  President  be  re- 
quested to  transmit  copies  of  the  foregoing 
resolutions  to  the  Governors  of  the  several 
States,  wiili  a  reqoesft  that  thej  be  eomnm- 
nioated  to  their  reqwotiva  Lsgislstwrea" 

The  Speaker  decided  Ckvrwin^ 

report  an  indinsible  proposition,  and 
the  House,  *afVer  refhsing  to  lay  it  on 
the  table,  finally  passed  it  by  the  de- 
cisive majority  of  83:  Yeas  IHC; 
NuyHi  53  :  tlio  ])roportion  of  Republi- 
cans to  anti-ltcpublicans  l)eing  about 
,  the  same  in  the  Yeas  as  in  the  ^ajs. 

Hr.  Oorwin  fhrther  reported  a  joint 
reeolntion  proposing  an  amendment 
to  the  OonatitatioD,  wfaorehy  anj  fb-. 
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tnre  am^dment  giving    Congress  I 
power  over  Slavery  in  the  States  is 
forbidden ;  which  was  defeated,  not  j 
receiving  the  requisite  two-tliirds —  | 
Teas  1'23;  Nays  71.    It  was  rccon- 
sidcred,  however,  on  mot  inu  of  Mr. 
Daniel  Kilgore,  of  Indiana,  tecoonded 
by"  Hr.  B^jamin  Stanton, <tf  Ohio  ; 
adopted:  Teas  183;  Ifaya  65:  and 
the  Senate  eoncoired:  Teas 
Kay;*  12. 

This  closed  the  efforts  in  Congress 
to  (lisann  the  Bternly  purposed  Hobel- 
lioii,  by  vieldincf  ^^^th^»ut  blood-liod  a 
BUb-taiitial  triunipli  to  the  liobfls.  j 

At  tiiiri  session,  alter  the  withdrawal 
of  Sonthem  membeiB  in  snch  nnmbers 
as  to  give  the  BepubUcans  a  large 
majority  in  tbe  House  and  a  practical 
control  of  tiie  Senate,  three  separate 
acts  were  passed,  organizing  the  Ter- 
ritories! of  Colora«lo,  N{>vadH,  and  Da- 
kotah  respectively — the  three  together 


I  covering  a  very  large  proportion  of 
all  the  remaining  territory  of  the 
United  States.  All  these  acts  were 
I  silent  with  regard  to  Slavery  ;  leav- 
ing what^'ver  rights  had  accrued  to 
"the  South'  under  the  Constitution, 
as  interpreted  and  aiErmed  by  the 
Supreme  Court  in  the  Bred  Scott  de- 
oision,  not  merely  nnimpaired,  but 
unassailed  and  unquestioned,  by  any 
Federal  legislation  or  action.  The 
passage  of  these  acts  in  this  form  was 
certainly  intended  to  soothe  the 
prevalent  madness,  and  to  strengthen 
the  Unionists  of  the  South,  c>]  tO(  ially 
of  the  Border  States ;  though  it  does 
not  seem  to  hare  had  any  such  effect 
And,  indeed,  it  is  not  probable  that 
any  ooni^BSBion  oonld  have  been  made^ 
after  the  withdrawal  of  Toombs, 
Da^^s,  etc.,  from  Washington,  that 
woidd  not  have  evoked  the  stom 
answer — ^'Too  late  I* 


XXV. 


PEACE  DEMOCEACY— TEACE  COKFEREKCE. 


Qv  the  Slst  of  Januaiy,  1861,  a 
Democratic  State  Convention,  called 

to  consider  the  im^iending  peril  of 
Disunion,  assendiled  atTweddle  Hall, 
Albany.  It  was  ]trobably  the  strong- 
est and  most  imposing  asjscmblage  of 
deh'gatcs  ever  convened  within  the 
State.  Not  less  than  thirtv  of  them 
had  been  chosen  to  seats  in  Congress, 
while  three '  of  them  had  been  Dismo- 
cratic  candidates  for  Governor;  one 
of  them  once  elected,  and  since  chosen 
again.    Though  called  as  *  Demo- 


cratic,' there  was  a  kige  and  most 
respectable  representation  of  the  old 

Whig  party,  with  a  number  who  had 
figured a>  *  Americans.'  No  Conven- 
tion which  liad  nnminations  to  make, 
or  patronage  to  (lisj)ose  of,  was  ever 
so  intlncntially  constituted.  All  sym- 
pathizing State  oflBlcers  and  members 
of  the  L^pslatore  were  formally  in* 
vited  to  participate  in  its  deliberft- 
tiotts.  Sanford  £.  Church,  of  Albion, 
was  tMn])orary  Chairman,  and  Judge 
Amasa  J.  Parker,  of  Albany,  Preai> 


**FebruH7  28, 1861. 


*  Baaiao  Sejnunu',  Axoam  J.  FiricBr,  snd  Wllliaa  KeH^. 
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dent.  Oil  taking  the  Chair,  Judge  | 
Parker  gaid : 

^^This  Coaveution  has  been  culled  with 
no  v!etr  to  mere  party  objects.  It  look^ 

only  to  the  great  intfresta  of  State.  "We 
meet  here  as  oouservative  aad  represc'ntativo 
m«nwbo  havedOfllared  among  tht  insclves  as 
to  moasurea  of  governmental  policy,  ready, 
all  of  tliem,  I  trust,  to  siiicritice  audi  ditFer- 
ences  utjon  the  altar  of  our  common  coun- 
irj.  He  can  be  no  tnie  patriot  who  is  not 
lesidj  to  yield  his  own  projndices,  to  snrren- 
dera&TOritv  theory,  and  to  clip  even  from 
his  own  party  platform,  where  such  omission 
may  save  his  country  from  itdn  otherwise 
Inevitable.    [Loud  cheers.] 

"  The  people  of  this  iitato  demand  the  i 
peMefbl  settlement  of  the  questions  that 
have  le<l  to  di-union.    Tliey  linvc  a  n>?lit  to 
insist  that  there  nhall  bo  conciliation,  con-  i 
eeaiion,  compromise.   Wliile  yet  the  pillars 
of  our  jxilitical  temple  lie  scattered  on  the  | 
groond,  let  them  be  used  to  reconstruct  the 
cdifioe.    The  popular  s<.-ntiiiient  is  daily  ga- 
thering strength,  and  will  overwhelm  in  its 
progress  alike  those  who  seek  to  stem  it  on 
the  frail  plank  of  party  platforms  and  those 
who  labor  to  pervert  it  to  mere  party  advaa- 
tuge.  [Cheers.]'' 

The  venerable  Alex.  B.  Johnson, 
of  Utica,  followed,  in  an  address 
which  lauded  the  good  undantttuding 
-wbich  had  always  existed  between 
ihe  Demoeratic  party  and  the  South ; 
which  he  attribated  to  a  nrntnal  dread 
of  the  undue  extengion  and  aggran- 
disement of  Federal  power.  He  said: 

"To  a  supcrficiiil  olwi  t  vor,  onr  difficulties 
consist  of  revolutionary  movements  in  the 
Southern  States;  hot  liieee  movements  are 
only  symptoms  of  a  disorder,  not  the  disorder 
itself;  and,  before  we  caa.  treat  the  disorder 
nnderstandiiigly,  with  a  view  to  its  remedy, 
we  mnst  understand  its  cause ;  and  we  shall 
find  it  in  tiie  avowed  principles  on  which  ' 
the  late  presidential  ele<'tion  was  conducted 
to  its  final  triumph — principles  inculcating 
sectional  hate  in  place  of  federal  kindness ; 
in  direct  contravention  with  the  dying  in- 
jonoUons  of  the  Father  of  his  Ooantrj,  and 
of  the  most  eminent  of  his  saooessors  in  the 
premden^,  General  Jaokaon.** 

He  prooeeded  to  blame  the  Bepab- 
licana,  whose  principles  and  con- 
duct have  produced  the  miscliief," 
ibr  refusing  to  give  'the  South'  such  j 


guarantees  of  her  rights  aB  are  re- 
quired ;  adding : 

"  What  the  guarantees  should  be  is  in  vain 
for  us  to  prescribe,  having  no  powerto  eitlier 
inaugurate  them  or  to  conduct  them  to  a 
successful  consunnuation ;  but,  f puukiug  for 
the  Democratic  party  of  this  State,  ana  of, 
we  believe,  the  whole  T'nion,  and,  iinh'<  d, 
for  a  vast  boily  of  citizens  not  identilied 
with  anj  party,  we  feel  safe  in  saying  that 
no  guarantee  will  be  unwelcome  that  shall 
give  the  South,  and  «ill  its  properly,  tlie 
same  rights  that  are  or  shall  be  iiosseesed  hj 
the  North  and  its  property :  the  same  rights 
which  the  South  possessed  at  thecommence- 
UK-nt  of  the  confederacy  :  Slavery  lu  iiig  at 
tliat  time  no  object  of  antagonism,  bat  the 
common  institution  of  all  the  States  hut  one ; 
and  we  will  accord  this  eijiialify  tlio  more 
readily,  by  reason  that  any  settlement  wliich 
shall  continue  any  inequality  between  the 
North  and  the  South  will  be  pro.jn<liciHl  to 
the  permanency  of  the  settlement,  and  hem  o 
should  not  be  offered  by  the  North,  even  if 
the  South,  from  a  love  of  the  rnion.  should 
be  willing  to  remain  therein  with  less  than 
an  eqnalitr  of  its  ad?antagea.** 

He  oonsadeared  the  prescribed  modes 
of  amending  the  Constitution,  and 
then  continued: 

"  Possibly,  all  remedies  may  be  withheld 

till  the  secedcil  States  shall  have  become 
confcderati.'d  together  and  refuse  to  return. 
In  the  pos.4ibility  of  this  nnhappy  detemd- 
nation,  and  which  the  present  aspect  of  par- 
ties compels  us  to  consider,  we  are  eerttun 
that  the  will  of  a  large  portion  of  the  citi- 
zens of  this  State  is  against  any  armed  oo^ 
cion,  on  the  part  of  the  General  or  State 
governments,  to  restore  the  Union  by  civil 
war ;  and,  in  tins  counection,  we  have  seen 
with  diaimprobation  the  haste  erlnced  hj 
our  T.t  i^'i-lature  to  imbrue  their  hands  in 
fraternal  blood,  and  the  pernicious  zeul 
which,  without  even  the  apology  of  any  le- 
gislative direction,  induced  the  transmission 
of  this  aggressive  intention  to  tlie governors 
of  not  only  the  seceded  States^  but  of  the 
Border  States,  who,  at  the  time,  were  strug- 
gling to  restrain  their  citizens  from  seces- 
sion, and  thus  revealing  to  us,  that,  uidess 
our  Northern  people  interfere,  the  mistaken 
seotionalbra,  wlddh  has  produced  our  pre- 
sent misfortunes,  is  not  to  be  corrected  by 
any  evidence  of  its  dcstruetivoness,  but  is  to 
be  eontinned  by  partisans,  till  the  South  is 
either  sulijugated  or  destroyed.  The  advo- 
cates of  this  horrid  violence  against  the  doc- 
trmea  of  onr  Dedaration  of  Ind^tendencei 
and  whiobi  if  saooessftd  in  its  otgeot,  would 
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oonstitnto  a  more  radical  revolution  in  onr 
form  of  government  tluin  even  secession, 
oenaiulj  miatako  not  ouljr  the  age  in  w  iiich 
we  live,  bot  the  people  whom  tliey  repre- 
sent, and  who  sympatliizo  in  no  desiro  to 
take  a  bloody  revenge  on  those  who  tliink 
they  can  live  more  peaoeftilly  and  prosper- 
ously alone,  than  in  a  Union  wifli  tltoso  who 
have,  for  years,  irritated  them  almost  to 
madness,  by  denuunoillg  thMB  MAieiHNMwh 
and  a  di.s^aoe." 

Mr.  Johnson  oonduded  in  theee 

words : 

But  we  are  aaked,  rather  triumphantly, 
'  Have  we  a  government?*   The  qnestioii  is 

iiitciulod  to  imply,  that  the  government 
muat  be  strong  enough  for  selt'-preserration, 
whftteTw  may  become  a  neceasarj  mesna. 
The  answer  is,  that  the  goveniment  is  m 
stronr?  as  its  founders  could  agroi;  to  make 
it  Its  weakneea  in  emergencies  like  the 
present  was  foreseen  by  the  men  that  framed 
the  Constitution;  but  they  soon  perceived 
that  they  most  take  the  Oonstitution  as  it 
now  stwids,  or  no  confederation  could  be 
ibnned.  If,  tberafiyre,  we  now  attempt  to 
strengthen  tlio  government  by  cof-roive  ac- 
tion, wltich  all  men  know  its  founders  would 
have  r^eoted  with  soom,  lee  are  the  revo- 
lutionists,  and  not  theSonth;  so  jcsilous,  in- 
dec'il,  were  the  States  of  Federal  interference, 
that  its  protection  of  them  against  doinestic 
violence  was  prohibited,  till  the  disturbed 
State  applied  for  protection  by  its  legisla- 
ture, or  by  its  chief  oxeeulive  when  the  le- 

gslature  could  not  be  oonvened.  If,  then, 
e  States  would  not  accept  protection  from 
the  general  government  till  it  was  demand- 
ed, how  much  less  would  they  have  accepted 
ooOnnoii  against  their  own  actions  I  The 
government  w:is  stron;.:  et.ongh  while  ce- 
mented by  mutual  good  fellowship ;  but  no 
government^  and  omv  the  least  of  d),  is  snffi* 
ciently  strong  to  resist  incessant  aggravations. 
Finally,  if  Congress  and  our  States  cannot, 
or  will  not,  win  back  our  Southern  brethren, 
let  us,  at  least,  part  as  friends ;  and  then  pos- 
sibly, if  experience  shall,  us  wo  suppose  it 
will,  show  the  departed  States  that,  in  leaving 
the  Union,  they  have  only  deserted  a  happy 
home,  they  may  be  willing  to  sue  us  to  re- 
admit them;  or,  if  they  siiall  find  a  perma- 
nent separation  more  desirable  than  Union, 
we  may  still  exist  together  aanaslhl  and  pro- 
fitable neiiilil)ors,  assisting  eaoh  Other  when 
dther  is  threatened  by  iqjiudee  from  the 
nations  of  Enrope;  and  the  two  sections,  in- 
stead of  wasting  their  titno  and  eni  rgie,H  in 
quarreling  with  each  other  about  Slavery, 
will  at  least  have  more  time  to  severally  em- 
ploy all  their  energies  in  seeking  thrown 
prosperity  in  their  own  way." 


Gov.  noratio  Seymonr  followed, 
berating  the  Bepublicans  generally, 
but  especially  those  in  Congreee,  aa 
the  leipo&sibld  ftnthoiB  of  tiie  perili 

now  darkening  the  Ifatioiiril  sky. 
Referring  to  the  xefiisal  of  the  Eepub- 

licans  in  CongresB  to  (VK^perate  in  tlio 
legalization  of  Slavery  in  the  territo- 
ries,  be  asked : 

"What  spectacle  do  we  present  to-day f 
Already  six  States  have  withdrawn  from  this 
confederacy.  Revolution  has  actually  bo- 
gun.  The  term  *  secession'  divests  it  of 
none  of  its  terrors,  nordo  arguments  to  prove 
Secession  inconsistent  with  o\\r  Constitution 
stay  its  progress,  or  mitigate  its  evils.  All 
virtue,  patriotism,  and  intelHgenoe,  seem  to 
have  tied  from  our  National  Capitol;  it  haa 
been  well  likened  to  the  conflagration  pf  an 
asylum  for  madmen — some  look  on  with 
idiotic  imbecility  ;  some  in  sullen  silence ;  and 
some  scatter  the  firebrands  which  consume 
the  &bric  above  them,  and  bring  upon  all  a 
common  destruction.  Is  there  one  revolting 
aspect  in  this  scene  which  has  not  its  ]>arid- 
lel  at  the  Capitol  of  your  country  ?  Do  you 
not  see  there  the  senseless  imbecility,  the 
garrolons  idiocy,  the  maddened  rage,  dis- 
played with  regard  to  petty  personal  pus.'jiona 
and  party  purposes,  while  the  glory,  the 
honor,  and  the  safety  of  the  country  are  all 
forgotten?  The  same  pervading  fanaticism 
lias  brought  evil  upon  all  the  institutions  of 
our  land.  Onr  ennrehee  are  torn  asonder 
and  desecrated  to  partisan  purposes.  The 
wrongs  of  our  local  legislation,  tlio  growing 
burdens  of  debt  and  taxation,  the  grodoiu 
destruction  of  the  African  in  the  Free  States, 
which  is  marked  by  each  recurring  census, 
are  all  due  to  the  neglect  of  onr  own  duties, 
caused  by  the  complete  absorption  of  the 
public  mind  by  a  senseless,  unreasoning  fana- 
ticism. The  agitati(m  of  the  question  of 
Slavery  has  thus  far  brought  greater  social, 
mond,  and  leprislative  evils  npon  tiie  people 
of  the  free  Stales  tlian  it  has  upon  the  insti- 
tutions of  those  against  whom  it  has  been 
exeited.  The  wisdom  of  SVanUhi  stamped 
upon  the  first  coin  issued  by  our  government, 
the  wise  motto,  *  Mind  your  business  I*  The 
violation  of  this  homely  proverb,  which  Ilea 
at  the  foundation  of  the  doctrines  of  local 
rights,  has,  tlms  far,  proved  more  hurtful  to 
the  meddlers  in  the  affairs  of  iMdiers  than  to 
those  against  whom  this  pragmatio  acUon  is 
directed." 

Gov.  Seymour  proceeded  to  argue 
that  the  Korth  had,  thus  far,  had 
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greatly  the  advantage  in  the  iliWsion 
or  disposition  of  tlic  Federal  territo- 
ries— that  the  chiinis  put  forth  on  be- 
lialf  of  the  South  were  just  and  rea- 
wmaUo— that  the  diffbranoe  oDgbt  to 
be  eettied  by  compromise— tibat  we 
luhve  no  altematiTe  but  compromiBe 
or  ctvil  -WKt—M&ag : 

"Wo  are  ad\n8C(l  hj  the  conservative 
States  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky  that,  if  force 
is  to  be  used,  it  must  be  exerted  against  tho 
united  South.  It  would  he  an  act  of  folly 
and  iuadiie.ss,  in  entering  upon  this  contest, 
to  underrate  our  opponents,  and  thussubjoot 
OOlselves  to  the  disfrrnce  of  defeat  in  an  in- 
glorious warfare.  Lvt  us  aLso  see  if  success- 
ful coercion  by  the  North  is  loss  revolution- 
ary than  snccessful  secession  by  the  South. 
Shall  we  prevent  revolution  by  being  fore- 
most iu  overthrowing  the  principles  of  our  ; 
govemraent,  and  all  that  makes  it  valuable  ! 
to  our  people,  and  dialingn1«h<g  it  among 
the  natioiia  of  tho  eorUif ** 

Gov.  Seymour  proceeded  to  dilate 
on  the  valor  and  sagacity  of  the  men 
of  tho  South — the  extent  of  their 
coast-line,  rendering  its  effectual 
blockadt;  nearly  impossible — the  ruin 
of  our  own  industry  which  must  re- 
mit ftom  civil  war — and  to  urge 
afteah  the  neoessitj  of  compromise ; 
saying: 

**HieqiM0tion  is  ilmplj  this— *  Shall  we 
have  compromise  4^t0r  war,  cr  compromise 

vithout  war?' " 

He  urged  that  a  compromise  was 
leqniied,  not  to  padfy  the  States 
which  have  seceded  firom  the  Union, 
hot  to  save  the  Border  States  from 
following,  by  Btrengthening  the  hands 
of  their  Unionists. 

There  is  no  point  wliereon  men  are 
apt  to  evince  more  generosity  tlian 
in  the  eaorifico  of  other  men's  cijiivic- 
tions.  What  iAey  may  consider  vital 
{ninciples,  but  which  we  regard  as 
besotted  prejodioes  or  hypocritical 
pfetenses,  we  are  always  willing  to 
sobordinate  to  any  end  which  we 
consider  beneficent  In&ct|afianky 


ingenuous  confession  of  the  errors 
and  sins  of  his  adversaries  is  one  of 
the  politician's  commonest  exhibi- 
tions of  sincerity  and  patriotism. 
Thus  Gov.  Seymour  continues : 

"Let  us  take  care  that  tee  do  not  mistake 
passion  and  prejudice  and  partisan  purposes 

for  principle.  Tho  cry  of  *  no  compromise'  is 
false  in  morals ;  it  is  treason  to  the  spirit  of 
tho  Constitution;  it  la  infidelity  in  religion : 

the  cross  it.«c]f  is  a  compromise,  and  is  plead- 
ed by  inany  who  refuse  all  charity  to  their 
fillow-citizens.  It  is  the  vital  principle  of 
social  existence ;  it  tmites  tho  family  circle ; 
it  sostuns  the  church,  and  upholds  national- 
ities. 

"  Bat  theBepnUioans  oomplain  that,  hav- 
ing won  a  victory,  we  aric  tnem  to  surren- 
der its  fruits.  Wo  do  not  wish  thciii  to  give 
up  any  political  advantage.  We  urge  mea- 
sures w  hieb  are  demanded  by  the  honor  and 
the  safety  of  our  Fnion.  ('an  it  be  tluit  they 
are  less  concerned  than  wo  are?  Will  they 
admit  that  they  have  interests  antagonistic 
to  those  of  tho  whole  commonwealth  ?  Are 
they  making  saorifioes.  when  they  do  that 
wldoh  ia  reqoired  by  the  oommon  weU^  t" 

Ilad  New  England  and  some  other 

d  Ibe  IVemont  States  revolted,  or 
threatened  to  revolt,  after  the  elec- 
tion of  1866,  prochdming  that  they 

would  new  roc<\<z:nize  nor  ob^  Mr, 
Buchanan  as  President,  unless  am]>le 
guarantees  were  accorded  them  that 
Kansas  should  thenceforth  be  regard- 
ed and  treated  as  a  Free  Territory  or 
State,  would  any  prominent  Demo- 
crat have  thus  ins&ted  that  this  de- 
mand should  be  complied  witht 
Would  he  have  urged  that  the  ques- 
tion of  Freedom  or  Slavery  in  Kan- 
sas should  be  submitted  to  a  direct 
popular  vote,  as  the  only  means  of 
averting  civil  war  ?  Yet  Gov.  Sey- 
mour demanded  the  submission  of 
tho  Crittenden  Compromise  to  such 
a  vote,  under  circomstances  wherein 
(as  Gov.  Seward  had  so  forcibly  sta- 
ted) ''the  argument  of  feai^'  wss  the 
only  one  relied  on,  and  Bepnblicans 
were  to  be  ooSroed  into  votiog  for 
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that  Conipromiso,  or  stayinir  away 
from  the  polls;  not  that  their  cou- 
▼ictious  had  chauged  one  iotoy  bat 
beoavse  thej  could  only  thus  avert 
the  unntteraUe  woet  and  haeran  of 
a  gigantic  and  desperate  civil  war. 

Mr.  James  S.  Tliayer  (a  Whig  of 
other  days)  followed  in  a  speeoh 
which  urged  the  call,  hy  the  Legi^^la- 
tiire.  of  a  constitutional  State  Con- 
vention, to  march  abrea&t  witli  simi- 
lar Conventions  in  the  Border  Slave 
States,  in  qneet  ci  ^  some  plan  of  ad- 
justment on  this  great  question  of 
difference  between  the  North  and 
the  Soath."  He  continued : 

"If  we  cannot,  wo  can  at  least,  in  an  au- 
thoritative way  and  a  practical  manner,  arrive 
at  tho  basts  of  a  peaceable  separation  [re- 
newed cbccrs] ;  we  can  at  loiiHt  by  di^Mission 
enlighten,  aettle,  and  conoentrate  the  pablic 
■Minment  in  the  State  of  New  Torlc  upon 
this  question,  and  save  it  from  th;it  fear- 
ta\  current,  that  circuitoutily,  but  cert4iinl,v, 
sweeps  madlf  on,  through  the  narrow  gorge 
of  •t!io  t'liforceineiit  of  the  laws,'  to  the 
shurelcsa  oceau  of  civU  war.  [Cheers,  j 
Against  this,  under  all  otraamstanees,  iu 
every  place  and  form,  we  must  now  and  at 
all  times  op[)osy  a  rusoluto  and  uulalloring 
resistjince.  The  public  mind  will  bear  tho 
avowal,  and  let  us  malce  it — that  if  a  revolu- 
tion of  force  is  to  begin,  it  Bhtll  be  inauga- 
ralal  (it  h'Hite.  j Cheers.]  And  if  tho  in- 
coming Administration  sliall  attempt  to 
carry  out  the  line  of  policy  that  has  been 
foreshadt)wed,  we  announce  that,  when  tho 
hand  uf  Jiluck  liupublicanism  tunis  to  blood- 


red,  and  setiks  from  the  fragment  of  the 
Ooustitatiim  to  eonsbract  a  wwflMdfaig  lior 
cof*rcion — another  name  for  execution — wo 
will  reverse  tho  order  of  tlie  Frencli  Revo- 
lution, and  save  the  blood  of  the  people  hj 
maldng  those  who  would  inaugurate  a  reira 
of  terror  the  first  victiais  of  a  national  giul- 
lotina'  [EnthodaBtio  applMn.p* 

Mp.  Thayer  proceeded  to  argue 
that  Southern  Seoeasion,  under  the 
circumstances,  was  jostled  bj  nr> 
gent  conbideratioiis  of  neoesBity  and 
safety.  He  said: 

The  Demoeratio  and  TTnioa  party  at  the 

North  ni.nh-  the  i-;sm'  at  the  last  election 
with  tlie  Kepublican  iiarty  that,  in  the  event 
of  their  succens,  anil  the  establishment  of 
their  policy,  the  SontJiorn  State*  not  only 
would  go  out  of  tlio  Union,  but  would  have 
adequate  cause  for  doing  so.  [Applaase.] 
Who  of  us  believed  that,  with  the  govern- 
ment in  the  hands  of  a  party  whoso  avowed 
])oIi<>y  was  no  more  slave  States,  no  further 
extension  of  blavery,  and  asserting  the  power 
and  duty  of  Oongress  to  prohibit  It  in  all  the 
territories,  that  the  Southern  States  irould 
remain  in  tho  Union  ?  It  seems  to  me,  thus 
encompassed  and  menaced,  they  ooold  not, 
with  safety  to  their  largest  interest,  nml  any 
prudent  consideration  for  their  future  con- 
dition and  welfare,  continue  in  eODdfod- 
erary.  What  would  become,  in  twenty-five 
years,  of  8,000,000  of  white  people  and 
4,000,000  of  slaves,  with  their  nstoral  in- 
crease, w^allod  in  by  Congressional  prohibi- 
tion, besieged  and  threatened  by  a  party 
holdiug  the  seats  of  Federal  power  and  pat- 
ronura,  that,  according  to  the  doctrine  of 
the  President  elect,  must  *  arrest  the  ftirther 
spread  of  Slavery,"  iiiiil  jtlace  the  institution 
itself  '  where  the  public  mind  will  rest  aatia- 


•  I7m! /Anij/f>r  (Maine)  ^^n^N  of  about  tliis  tlato  j 
(copied  approvingly  iato  TI>a  t'incUuuUi  Entpurtr 
cTFebruaiy  Sth),  said: 

"Tho  (liirioiihics  between  the^Corth  and  tho 
Sooth  must  be  oompromiaed,  or  the  separation 
.cf  the  States  shall  m  muobablb.  If  the  Be- 

pnUican  jmrt  •  n  f  i  -  t  >  po  the  full  length  of  tlio 
Ortttemien  Aiii-  luiuicut — whicli  Ls  the  very  least 
tho  S<iuth  can  <ir  oiighl  to  Uiko — then,  lien^  in 
Maine,  not  a  Democrat  will  be  found  who  will 
raise  an  arm  aininst  his  Iwethren  of  the  South. 
From  one  end  of  the  State  to  tlie  other,  let  the 
cry  of  tbo  L)emocr:icy  be,  Compbomisk  ou  i'KACii- 
ABia  SVJUUTIOV." 

Thf  Df  frvit  Frfe  Press  of  Pebniary  ?,d  or  4th 
(eopied  into  ITie  Vincmnati  Enquirer  of  ii'obruaiy 
6(hX  more  boldly  and  ftsnldy  said: 

"We  on  tell  Uks  RepaUiean  Legialatiira^  and 


tho  Republiean  Adniinistration  of  Michij-'an,  and 
tho  Republieuu  party  every  where,  oui-  tiling: 
that  if  the  refusal  to  reiMjal  the  PcrsoniU  Lil>erty 
laws  shall  be  persisted  io,  and  if  there  shall  not 
be  a  change  in  the  preeent  seeming  purpose  to 
yield  to  no  accommodation  of  tho  N'utiori.il  difH- 
cuUies,  and  if  troops  sJiaU  be  raised  in  the  Nortli 
U>  march  against  tho  iieople  of  the  South,  a  tire 
in  tJu  rear  will  be  opau-xL  upon  such  trix/ps,  which 
wiU  either  stop  their  march  oiliyaAsr,  or  wendtr- 
fuUij  accelerate  it 

*'  In  other  words,  if,  in  the  present  posture  of 
tho  Hopuldicjm  party  toward  tiio  National  <litii- 
culties,  war  shall  be  waged,  Unit  war  will  be 
/ought  in  the.  S'lrth.  Wo  warn  it  that  tho  con- 
flict, which  it  is  ocecipitatUig,  will  not  be  \(ith 
the  Sooth,  hul  with  fciw  of  thomands  of  pr<>/,lr  m 
thtKoith.  When  civil  war  sludl  r>.iiie.  it  will  1)« 
here  in  Michigan,  and  here  in  Detroit,  and  in 
eveiy  Kortiienk  State." 
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fled  in  the  belief  that  it  is  in  the  oonne  of 

ultimate  extinction?' 

"This  is  the  position  I  tools,  with  818,000 
Totors  in  tlie  State  of  New  York,  on  the 
6th  of  November  last  I  shall  not  recede 
from  it ;  having  admitted  that,  in  a  certain 
etmtingencjN  the  BUto  States  wonld  have 
Hut  and  adeqaato  eanaeo  for  a  separation, 
r^ow  that  the  contirifrcticy  Imn  hfipponcd,  I 
shall  not  withdraw  that  admiaeiou,  because 
fliejr  havo  been  imwiie  or  unreasonable  in 
the  '  time,  mode,  and  measure  of  redrew.* 
[Applanse.] 

Aside  from  particular  acts  that  do  not 
admit  "f  :my  jti^tificntion,  those  who  imagine 
that  tilt'  Soutliern  States  do  not  well  know 
what  thoy  are  about,  forget  that  they  have 
been  for  fifteen  years  looking  at  this  thing  with 
all  it)*  importance  to  tlieir  largest  interest,  as 
well  as  to  their  safety,  and  mistake  the  deep 
and  deliberate  movement  of  a  revolnUon  for 
the  mere  accidents  and  inoidents  which  al- 
ways a('(^<niipany  it.  [Applause.]  There  are 
some  Uemucrata  and  Union  meu  who,  when 
tiie  fever  finr  a  fight  has  subsided,  will  wake 
up  and  wonder  that  they  mistook  the  mad- 
ness of  paarion  for  the  glow  of  patriotism. 
Again:  we  sbonld  consider  that,  whatever 
may  be  our  coni^tniotion  of  the  Constitution 
under  which  we  live,  as  to  any  right  under  it 
for  one  or  more  States  to  go  out  of  the 
Union,  when  six  States,  by  the  deliberate, 
formal,  authoritative  action  of  tlieir  people, 
dissolve  their  connection  with  the  {^Dverii- 
ment,  and  nine  others  say  that  that  dissolu- 
tion shall  be  final  if  the  seceding  members 
8<.)  choose,  antiouiicing  to  tlie  North,  'No 
interference}  we  stand  between  you  and 
them.*  Can  jcn  bring  them  back f  No! 
Enforcement  of  the  laws  in  six  Stiitos  is  a 
war  with  tifteen.  And,  after  all,  to  speak 
plainly  on  this  aabjeet,  and  reveal  the  true 
secret  of  the  utter  repuguance  of  the  peo])le 
to  resort  to  any  coercive  measures,  it  is 
witliin  thrir  plain  jndgment  and  praotioal 
cotninon  sense,  that  tlie  very  moment  you 

ffo  ouL-iide  the  narrow  circle  of  the  written 
etter  and  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  yon  are  confronted  with 
the  great  world  of  facts,  and  find  this  is  not 
a  consolidated  government;  not  a  govern- 
ment of  the  whole  people  in  the  sense  and 
meaning  now  attached  to  it.  [Applause.]'* 

Mr.  Thayer  proceeded  to  speak  of 

"coercion"  in  termB  which  go  far 
to  ehu'idate  the  outcry  since  made 
against  alleged  nBnrj)ation8  and  dis- 
regard of  personal  rights  in  dealing 
with  partisans  of  the  BebeUion.  Said 
lie: 


"It  is  nnnonncod  that  the  Republican 
Administration  will  enforce  tiie  laws  against 
and  in  all  the  seceding  States.  A  nice  die* 
crimination  must  l>e  exercised  in  the  per- 
formance of  this  duty ;  not  a  hair's  bretidth 
outside  tlie  mark.  You  remember  the  story 
of  William  Tell,  who^  when  the  condition  was 
imposed  upon  him  to  shoot  an  apple  from 
the  head  of  his  own  child,  at\er  he  had  j)er- 
formed  the  task,  ho  let  ikll  an  arrow.  ^  For 
what  Is  ttMtf  said  Oesler.  *To  kill  fhee, 
tyrant,  liad  I  slain  my  boy!'  [riicers  ]  Let 
one  arrow  winged  by  the  Federal  bow  strike 
the  heart  of  an  American  citizen,  and  who 
can  iiinn])or  the  avenging  darts  that  will 
cloud  the  heavens  in  the  conflict  tliat  will 
ensue?  [Prolonged  applause.]  What,  then, 
is  the  duty  of  the  State  of  New  York? 
What  shall  wo  say  to  onr  people  when  we 
come  to  meet  this  state  of  facts  ?  That  the 
Union  must  l>e  preserved.  But  if  tliat 
cannot  be,  what  then?  Peaeeablt  M^r»>- 
(ion.  [Applause.]  Painful  and  humiliating 
as  it  is,  let  us  temper  it  with  all  we  can  of 
love  and  kindness,  so  that  we  may  yet  be 
lefl  in  a  comparatively  prosjierons  condi- 
tion, in  friendly  relations  with  another  Con- 
federaoj.  [Oheers.]" 

The  Committee  on  Eesolutions  hav- 
ing reported,  fhe  yenerable  ez-Ghan- 
ceUor,  Benben  H.  Walworth,  ap- 
peared on  the  platfonn  in  support  of 
the  second,  wMoh  eamesdy  deprecar 
ted  dvil  war ;  saying: 

"  Civil  War  will  not  restore  the  Union, 
but  will  defeat,  forever,  its  reconstruction." 

Said  tlie  ox-Chancellor : 

"  It  would  bo  as  brutal,  in  my  opinion,  to 
send  men  to  butcher  our  own  brothers  of  the 
Southern  States,  as  it  would  be  to  massacre 
them  in  the  NorUiera  States.  We  are  told, 
however,  that  it  is  onr  duty  to,  and  we  mnst, 
enforce  the  laws.  But  why — and  what  laws 
are  to  be  enforced  ?  There  were  laws  that 
were  to  be  enibroed  in  the  time  of  the  Ame- 
rican  Pevolutidn.  and  the  British  Parliament 
and  Lord  Nortii  dent  armies  here  to  enforce 
them. 

'•  But  what  did  Washington  say  in  regard 
to  tiio  enforcement  of  those  laws'/  That 
man — honored  at  home  and  abroad  more. 
than  any  other  man  on  earth  ever  was  hon- 
ored— did  he  go  for  enforcing  the  laws? 
No,  he  went  to  resist  laws  that  were  oppres- 
sive against  a  free  people,  and  against  Uie 
iignstice  of  which  tiiey  rel>elled.  [Lond 
cheers.] 

Did  Lord  Chatham  go  for  enforcing  the 
kwet  No,  he  gloried  in  deftooe  of  the  lib- 
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ertios  of  America,  He  made  that  raemo- 
rul>le  deolantioii  in  the  British  Parliament, 
'If  I  was  !in  Aiiiorican  citi/.on  inst^'Atl  of 
being  as  1  am,  an  Eni^lishman,  I  never  would 
submit  to  such  laws — iwrer,  hatw,  never!' 
[Prolonged  applause.]*' 

A  single  voice  was  raised  in  dir^sont 
from  tlic^c  inculcations.  A  Mr.  El- 
better  liavinix  proposed  to  aniciid  one 
of  the  reported  rej^dlutionn  by  an  as- 
sertion that,  it'  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment Bhonld  undertake  to  ^  use  force," 
''under  the  speeious  and  untenable 
pretense  of  enforcing  the  laws,"  it 
would  jdunge  the  nation  into  civil 
war,"  and  l)een  warmly  supported 
therein  by  Mr,  Tliayer  and  others, 
Hon.  Geo.  VT.  Clinton:'  of  Bufl'alo, 
rose  in  oi>|H).siiton,  and  said: 

"  Wo  all  agree  in  detestirig  the  very 
thought  of  war.  [Applause.  |  But  is  our 
country  pone?  Is  the  I^ninti  dissolved  ?  Is 
tiiero  uo  jrovernment  Ijuniing  those  States 
in  peace  and  harmony!  Why,  the  proposi- 
tion was  lieforo  you,  ten  ininntes  ago,  that 
this  Union  was  dissolved,  and  you  vote<i  it 
down.    God  grant  it  may  for  over  continue ! 

(Applause.]  Oh !  let  us  conciliate  our  erring 
>rethren  who,  under  a  strange  delusion, 
have,  as  they  say,  seceded  firom  us;  but,  for 
(iod's  sake,  do  not  let  us  humble  the  glorious 
government  nnder  whieh  ve  have  been  so 
lmpi»yl  —which  has  (lone,  and,  if  we  will  by 
judicious  means  sustain  it,  will  yet  do,  so 
much  for  the  happinees  of  mankind.  [Ap- 
plause.] 

"  Gentlemen :  I  hate  to  use  a  word  that 
would  offend  my  Southern  brother,  erring 
as  he  does;  but  wo  have  reached  a  time 
when,  as  a  man — if  you  please,  as  a  i>omo- 
crat— I  must  use  plain  terms.  Inhere  is  no 
such  thing  as  legal  secession.  There  is  no 
such  thing,  I  say,  unless  it  is  a  secession 
which  is  authorized  by  the  original  com- 

gact, — and  the  Oonstitution  of  these  United 
tates  was  intended  to  fbrm  a  Una  and  per- 
jietiial  ruion.  [Cheers.]  There  is  no  war- 
rant lor  it  in  the  Coustitation.  Where,  then, 
do  70a  find  the  warrant  for  Kf  It  hi  in  the 
unhappy  delusion  of  our  Scmthern  brethren, 
who  doubt  our  love  for  them  and  our  attach- 
ment to  the  Const itntion.  Let  us  remove  ' 
that  illusion.  We  will  try  to  do  it.  But  if 
secession  bo  not  lawful,  oh!  what  is  it  I  I 
use  the  term  reluctantly  but  truly — it  is  re- 
bellion I   [Cries  of '  No  I  No  1  revolution.  'J 


It  is  rebellion  I  rebellion  against  the  noblest 
government  that  man  ever  framed  for  his 
own  benefit  and  for  the  benefit  of  thv  world." 
"(A  Voice:  We  are  all  rebels,  ilion.J" 
"Judge  OLnrroir:  Maybe  so,  sir.  Qea- 
tlemen,  this  secession  dootrine  is  not  a  new 
thing.   The  jieople  have  passed  upon  it. 
TIk y  jiassod  upon  it  in  the  last  war.  You 
may  do  what  you  please,  my  friend;  but  I 
never,  never  can  be  prevailed  npon  to  see, 
l»y  any  process  of  reasoning,  by  any  impuhM 
of  feeUng,  that  the  liurtford  Convention  was 
not  what  the  people  of  the  Union  pronounoed 
it — a  darimalilc  treason,  [.\pplause.]  What 
is  it — this  secession?    I  am  not  speaking  of 
the  nu  n.    I  love  the  men,  but  I  hate  (rea- 
son.   What  is  it.  but  the  iinliilicaliuii  of  all 
the  rights  oi'  the  Tnited  Suites,  and  the  exe- 
cution of  the  laws  I    A  threat  to  reject  them, 
in  arms  1    It  is  nullification  by  the  whole- 
sale.  I,  for  one,  have  venerated  Ain>BSir 
Jackso.n,  and  my  blood  boiled,  in  old  time^ 
when  that  brave  patriot  and  soldier  of  De- 
mocracy said — *The  Union — ^it  nrast  and 
shall  be  preserved !'  [Lou<l  apfilause.]  Pre- 
serve it  I    Preserve  it  I    Why  should  we 
preserve  it,  if  it  would  1>e  the  thing  that 
these  gentlemen  would  make  it— that  this 
amendment  would  make  it!    Why  should 
we  love  a  government  that  has  no  dignity 
and  no  power?    fA]»plause.J    Admit  the 
doctrine,  and  what  iiave  you  ?    A  govern- 
ment that  no  man  who  is  a  freeman  ought 
to  be  content  for  one  day  to  live  nnder. 
Admit  it,  and  any  State,  of  its  own  sovereign 
will,  may  retire  from  the  Union !    Look  at 
it  for  a  moment.   Congress,  for  i  ust  cause,— 
for  free  trade  or  sailor's  rights— deolares  war. 
Oh !   where  is  your  government !  Why 
should  it  I    What  right  has  it  to  declare 
war  I   The  Constitntion  i  n  vested  that  powor 
in  it,  but  one  State  says, '  VV'jir  is  not  for  mo — 
I  secede.'  And  so  another  and  another,  and 
the  government  is  rendered  powerless.  *  •  • 
*'l  understatid  tliis  amendment  to  have 
this  point,  and  no  otlier.    It  is  i)ertectly  nu- 
gatory and  useless,  unless  it  ha-  ill  -  point, 
because  all  the  other  points  for  which  it  can 
provide  are  already  provided  for  in  the  reso- 
lution.   It  is  this  :  You  shall  use  no  force  to 
protect  the  property  of  the  United  States,  to 
retahi  it  in  yonr  possession,  or  to  oolleot  your 
revenue  for  the  common  bonotit,  and  the 
payment  of  the  common  debt.   .Now,  I  am 
willing  to  say,  that  the  government  is  lUse 
to  itself,  false  fo  us.  and  false  to  all,  if  it 
should  use  more  than  necessary  force  for 
these  purposes;  but  I  am  notprei)ared  to 
huinhlo  the  general  government  at  the  feet 
of  the  seceding  States.    [Applause.]    I  am 
unwilling  to  saj  to  the  govemmeot,  *  Yon 
must  abandon  your  property— yon  most 
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oeoso  to  collect  the  iwneiinea^  beoaoM  70a 

ar§  threatened ! ' 

"In  other  wunl.s,  gontlcmoD,  it  seems  to 
me— and  I  know  I  speuk  the  wiahea  of  mj 
oonstitnenta, — that,  while  I  abhor  oodroion, 
in  one  tis.',  an  war,  I  wish  to  preserve  the 
dignity  of  the  government  of  thfiM  United 
StatM  w  ireil.  [Appkaad.]" 

Mr.  Elselier""!?  amendment  was 
tluTeupon  witlulrawn,  and  tVio  origi- 
nal resolntions  niianiimmsly  adopted. 

Thev  are  eijiht  in  immhcr;  wlicre- 
of  the  first  affirms  that  the  crisis 
into  which* the  eoaatry  has  been 
thrown"  has  been  prodnoed  hj  "iho 
conflict  of  Beotional  pusionB;''  and 
that  the  calamities  now  imminent  of 
civil  war  can  only  be  averted  by  con- 
cessions. The  second  condemns  a 
resort  to  civil  war,  on  tlic  ])art  of  the 
Federal  (Tovernnient,  iissertiii^  tliat 
"  civil  war  will  not  restore  the  Union, 
bnt  will  defeat,  tor  ever,  its  reoon- 
Btmctlon.''  The  third  caUa  ibr  con- 
ciliation, concession,  and  oompiomise, 
iVwIftring  that "  it  wonld  be  monstrous 
to  refuse  them."  The  fourth  declares 
that  it  is  eminently  fit  that  we  should 
listen  to  tlie  appeals  of  loyal  men  in 
the  Border  iStates.  The  fiftli  a])proves  I 
of  the  Crittenden  proposition,  and 
nrges  that  it  be  submitted  by  the 
L^slature  to  a  Tote  of  the  eleetors 
of  this  State.  The  sixth  nidges  npon 
Congress  "  adequate  measures  of  con- 


ciliation," and  requests  the  L^sla- 
ture  to  take  steps  toward  the  sum- 
moning of  a  Convention  of  the  States. 
Tlio  seventh  nrges  a  compliance  with 
tlie  recjuest  of  the  Legislature  of  Vir- 
ginia &e  a  meeting  of  Gommisrionen 
at  Washington,  and  asks  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  York  to  appoint  Cran- 
missioneis  theroto;  and,  in  case  of 
its  failure,  names  seven  eminent  citi- 
zens— not  one  of  them  a  Hepublican — 
as  such  Commissioners.  The  eightli 
impL^res  "  the  States  in  the  attitude 
of  secession  to  stay  the  sword  and 
save  the  nation  from  civil  vrar,"  so  as 
to  give  time  for  perfecting  a  ocanpfo- 
mise;  appealing  also  to  the  non- 
seceded  Southern  States  to  act  in  a 
similar  spirit.  Committees  were  ap- 
pointed to  present  these  resolutions 
to  Congress  and  to  the  State  Legis- 
lature, as  also  to  correspond  witli 
other  States ;  and  then  the  Conven- 
tion adjourned,  after  empowering  its 
President  to  reconTBne  it  in  his  dis- 
cretioB. 

The  action  of  this  Convention  waa 
of  great  moment  under  two  distinct 
aspects ;  first,  as  indicating  truly  and 
clearly  the  light  in  which  the  Seoee- 
sion  movement  was  regarded  hj  the 
*  conservatiye*  politicians  of  tiie 
North  I*  Mcondlj,  as  revealing  to  the 


4  Tfui  ABmhij  Ar-j'tt,  for  example,  of  Koramber 
]  11.  1  s  ,0 — four  days  aftt  r  the  olectioa of  llr. Lin- 
oolu — thus  clearly  ami  temperately  expressed 
the  view  generally  taken  of  the  Secesaiou  move- 
ami  bf  tb»  DanooratioJoimMls  of  tlwn«e 
^atcs: 

*'  We  are  not  at  all  surprised  at  the  manifesta- 
tkms  of  feoUng  at  the  Soutlu  W«  wpeoted  and 
predicted  it ;  and  for  so  doing  were  charged  bj 
the  Bepublican  press  with  fovoring  disunion; 
wliile,  in  faet,  we  simply  correctly  Jippreciafeil 
the  feeling  of  that  section  of  the  Union.  We 
imnpathizu  witli  and  justify  the  South,  as  far  a.s 
tw»--their  rights  have  been  invaded  to  the  ex- 
troBM  lindt  possibto  within  the  forma  of  the 
OoMtftation,  and,  beyond  this  Uult^  (heir  UmI- 


ings  luvrobeen  htsolted  and  their  intmwta  and 

honor  n-sail-d  >iy  almost  every  possible  form  of 
denunciution  and  invective  ;  an<i,  if  we  deemed  it 
certain  that  the  real  animus  of  the  Republican 
putj  ootdd  be  avried  into  the  edministratioa  of 
tile  FMeral  Gorennneat,  and  beoooae  the  per> 
manent  poliey  of  the  nation,  wo  should  think 
that  all  the  instinets  of  self-preservation  and  of 
manhood  rightfully  impelled  them  to  a  resort  to 
revolution  and  a  separation  from  the  Union,  and 
we  woold  ^ppfaMub  llwai  and  nUh  Aem  God 
■paad  In  tile  adoptkn  of  nidi »  nDw^y'" 

Tn  the  same  spirit,  TTi-"  Pochesfrr  Union,  two 
or  tliree  days  hUer,  argued  tliat  the  threatened 
oeeoadon  of  the  Blavv  States  waa  Imt  a  oounter* 
pobw  of  the  PiMional  Idber^  UDa  and  otbar 
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South  fhe  probable  action  of  those 
•conservatives,'  should  the  Union  be 
constrained  to  defend  itself  by  force 
again^it  ;i  slaveliolding  eifort  for  its 
disiiitegnitioii  and  overthrow.  iViid, 
•whatever  mav  have  been  the  intent 
of  those  assembled,  it  is  certain  that 
tiie  BentimfintB  expressed  by  Messrs. 
Paiker,  A.  B.  Johnson,  Seymonr, 
Thayer,  etc.,  and  the  approving  re- 
sponse which  they  elicited,  were  hailed 
by  the  engineers  of  Secession  as  proof 
positive  that  they  would  either  not 
1)0  f(>rei])ly  opposed  at  all,  or  would 
have  no  dilliculty  in  overcoming,  hy 
the  help  of  their  sympathizing  friends 
and  allies  in  the  Free  States,  anv 


resifltance  to  their  purpose  that  mig]^t 
be  offered.'  Mr.  KoBCoe  Conkling 
attests  that,  when  the  proceedings  of 
this  (Convention  reachefl  Washington, 
they  were  hailed  with  undisguised 
exultation  by  the  Seees^ioniijts  still 
lingering  in  the  halls  of  Congress; 
one  of  whom  said  to  him  trinmphant- 
ly,  If  yonr  Pk^sident  shonhl  attempt 
codrdon,  he  will  have  more  opposi- 
tion (xt  iAe  Ncr^  than  he  can  over^ 


come. 


measures  of  autagouism  to  aiavwhnlding  at  the 
Korth.   Said  ffte  Vman  : 

Restricting;  our  remarks  to  actual  violations 
of  the  OoQStitutioti,  the  North,  have  lod  the  way, 
and  Ibr  a  long  pmiod  have  been  the  sole  offenders 
or  a;7gres3ors.  For  many  years,  laws  have  been 
on  llio  statute-books  of  Northern  States,  whidi 
were  jiassed  with  tlie  avowed  uipji  c  t  of  prevent- 
ing the  '  delivering  up'  of  tugitive  slaves,  which 
the  Gonstitution  says,  ^»haU  be  deUvered  up.' 
Owing  to  their  dilTerent  circumstances.  Northern 
States  have  been  enabled  to  wnsure  their  die- 
lisbed  objL'Ct  liy  violating;  the  ( 'onstitntiou  iu  a 
Wty  that  dues  not  necetisiiute  nece^iou  from,  or 
a  dissolution  the  Uuiun.  Owing  to  mebr 
peculiar  circumstances,  the  Southern  States  can- 
not retaliate  upon  the  North  without  taking 
I^Tound  for  socossion  from  or  ii  (.liAsolulion  of  the 
Union.  But,  in  resorting  to  tliis  mode  and 
measure  of  redress,  they  simply  followed  the 
example  aet  by  Northern  States  ia  violatiiig  the 
OanaHhaion  to  muJi  an  extent  m  Iheif  deem 
S'l.'  li  f'l  xecurti  their  w/yV-cfa.  Tlio  Northern  States 
t<U)iip('d  at  one  given  point  in  their  career  of 
nidlitication,  because  they  had  no  object  to  gain 
by  going  further.  The  Southorn  States  propose 
to  stop  at  another  given  point,  which,  in  their 
judgment  ia  hidtoated  by  the  neoeesitiee  of  their 
position.'* 

*Ths  Albany  Ar<pt»  €/tTS(07.  H,  1860,  said: 
"  Sliould  secession  from  the  Union  l>o  actually 
attempted  by  South  Uarolina  alone^  or  in  conneo- 
Iknwlth  other  States,  it  wOl  be  araost  important 

question  for  the  present  and  next  Administra- 
fion,  how  it  shall  bo  treat«.Hl.  •Shall  it  lx>  met  by 
forc-e  ?  Shall  the  military  power  of  Die  ( lovern- 
ment  be  em^oved  to  retain  seceding  Stutos 
widiitt  the  union,  mid  compel  them  to  yield 
obedience  to  the  requiromonts  of  the  Constitu- 
tion? Waiving,  in  what  we  now  have  to  say. 
all  question  about  the  ri'jhl  of  Koooss^ion,  we  ho- 
lieve  tbalt,  aa  a  matter  of  practical  administration, 


The  "  Peace  Conference,"  or  Con- 
grt^,  so  called,  wai>  assemhled  on  the 
unanimons  invitation  of  the  Legisla- 

neithor  Mr.  Buchanan  nor  Mr.  Lincoln  will  em- 
ploy forae  against  the  seceding  States.  IfSoudL 
Carolina,  or  any  other  State,  througli  a  oooveiH 
tion  of  her  people,  shall  formally  separate  her- 
self from  the  Union,  probably  both  the  present 
and  the  next  Executive  will  simply  l^t  her  alone, 
and  qdel^  allow  all  the  functions  ofthelMeral 
Government  within  her  Umits  to  be  suspended. 
Au;/  other  cottrse  woftid  be  madness;  as  ft  would 
at  once  euli.st  all  the  Sinuliein  States  in  the  c<ju-, 
troversy,  and  phingx.*  the  whole  country  into  a 
civil  war.  The  first  j^tm  tired  in  the  way  of 
foroiag  a  aeoeding  Stato  back  to  her  allegianoe 
to  the  Union,  would  probably  prortt  tiie  knell  of 
its  final  dismeinlxTmeut  As  a  matter  of  ;>or  y 
and  wisdom,  therefore,  independent  of  the  qu&n- 
tion  of  right,  we  duMilA  deem  leaort  to  mtoe 
most  diaaatroua." 

•ThtHiw  ror*lMtf«f  Noveiriber9tli--(iM 

third  day  after  that  of  the  Presidential  eleotfam— 

in  its  leading  editorial,  had  aaid : 

"  For  far  less  than  this  [the  election  of  Lin- 
coln], our  fathers  Fcceded  from  Great  Britain; 
and  they  left  revolution  organized  in  every  Stuie,  ta 
act  whenever  it  is  demanded  by  public  opinion. 
Thooonfederatio!(  is  held  tnirctlior  on]3-  by  pul> 
lie  opinioa  Kac-li  State  is  organized  as  a  com- 
plete government,  holding  the  purse  and  wield- 
ing the  sword,  paeteteing  the  right  to  break  the  tit 
of  the  eonfederatim  OM  a  nation  mvjht  break  n  treaty, 

(lil'l  to  repel  cocrrioii  aji  a  nation  ini'jlit  r'jitl  inni- 

■sif/n.  ♦  ♦  ♦  Coercion,  if  it  wore  possible,  is  out 
of  thai 


The  Charleston  Qmrier  of  NovembK,  IMO^ 
aniirnnifed  the  formation  of  Military  orfrnnUm* 
tious  in  various  parts  of  the  North  in  defense  of 
'  Southern  righta.*  Alkntown,  Fa^  waa  apeoi> 
iled  as  one  of  the  points  at  which  audi  ftwoas 
were  mustering  and  drilling. 
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tare  of  Virginia/  and  convened"  in 
Washington  one  month  prior  to 
Mr.  Lincohi's  inauguration.  Thir- 
teen Free  Statee  were  repregouted, 
yii, :  Uaine^  Kew  Hampgliire^  Yer 
mont,  MasBadnisettB,  Bhode  Island, 
Connectieiity  Xevr  York,  New  Jm- 
sev,  Pennsjlvaniii,  Obio^  Lidiana, 
Illinois,  and  Iowa ;  and  seven  Slave 
States,  viz. :  Delaware,  Marylaud, 
Virginia,  Korth  Carolina,  Kentucky, 
Tennefisee,  and  Missouri.  Ex-PrcBi- 
deut  John  Tyler,  of  Virginia,  was 
called  to  tbe  Chair.  On  motion  of 
Mr.  Jamee  Gnthrie,  of  Eentiicky,  it 


**  Rmheif  That  a  Oommlttoe  of  one  from 

eaoh  State  be  appointed  hy  th«'  ('mninission- 
era  thereof  to  be  nouiinutvd  to  the  Pret>i- 
d«ot|  and  to  be  appdnted  hj  him,  to  whom 
•hall  be  relVrml  the  resohitioriH  of  the  State 
of  Yirginia,  and  the  other  States  represent- 
ed, and  all  propoflltiiont  for  the  a^jnstment 
of  existing  difficulties  between  Stati  n ;  with 
aatbority  to  report  what  they  may  deora 
right,  ncowanry,  and  proper,  to  restore  har- 
mony and  preserve  the  Union;  and  that  they 
report  on  or  before  Friday.' * 

This  Oomndttee  was  composed  as 
follows: 

If  nine,  Lot  M.  Morrill ;  yew  ffiamp$hire, 
Asa  Fowler;  Vermont^  Hilaad  Hidl;  Mat- 


saehusetts,  Franois  B.  Crowninshield ;  Rhode 
Inland,  Samnel  Ames;  Oontuetieut,  Roger 

S.  Baldwin  ;  Xrw  Tori,  David  Diidk- y  Field ; 
]\eu)  Jersey^  I'eter  D.  Vroom;  Peinmylta- 
nia,  Thomas  White;  Ohio,  Thomas  Ewing; 
hiiHiina,  Charles  W.  Stiiitli;  Illinois,  Ste- 
phen F.  Logun  ;  loira,  Jaines  Hnrlan ;  De7a- 
vare,  Daniel  M.  Bates ;  North  CaroHtuif 
Thomas  Ruffin  ;  Virgiuiit,  Jamef<  A.  Si  ddon; 
KentvcJty,  i&nxQs  Guthrie;  Marylaud,  Rev- 
erdy  Johnson;  Tennuaae^  F.  K.  ZoMipoiflliar; 
Mmouri,  A.  W.  Doniphan. 

Mr.  Guthrie,  from  tlie  majority  of 
said  Committee,  on  the  15th,  made  a 
report,  recommending  several  amend- 
ments to  be  iugrailed  on  the  Federal 
Oonstitntion;  wbich  amendmenta^ 
as  perfected  and  Toted  on  hj  the 
Conference,  will  hereafter  he  given. 

Gov.  Roger  S.  Baldwin  [Rejnibli- 
can  ),  of  Connecticut,  made  a  dissient- 
ing  report ;  rcctonniending  that,  in- 
stead of  the  aforesaid  amendments, 
this  body  adopt  and  recommend  the 
suggestion  of  the  Legislature  of  Ken- 
tacky — that  of  a  Gknieral  ConTentum 
of  the  States.  [His  proposition  wOl 
be  given  in  full,  in  connection  with 
its  disposal  by  the  Conference.] 

Mr.  James  A.  Seddon,  of  Virginia, 
made  another  minority  report,  where- 
in he  aflirms  that  the  majority  report 
would  not  be  acceptable  to  Virginia, 


la,  uti. 

So  early  as  Nov.  DO,  I860,  Gov.  John  Letcher, 
of  Yirginia,  whOj  as  a  Douglas  Democrat  and 
Jbnner  anti-SIaYery  man,  WM  regarded  as  among 

the  moat  moderate  of  Southern  politiciane,  in  an- 
swer to  a  Union  letter  from  Rev.  r<cwiR  P.  GlOTer, 
a  Democrat  of  Springfield,  111.,  had  said : 

"  I  now  consider  the  overthrow  of  the  Union 
absolutely  certain.  South  Carolina  will  secede  ; 
and  ibe  chain,  once  hrolcen,  is  not  very  liB^ly  to 
be  reunited.  •  *  *  UnlesB  something  shall  be 

npffdUy  do  le  to  quiet  the  apjirehenpinns  of  the 
South,  the  Union  ia  pone  beyond  all  hope." 

l£r.  Clover  replied,  stating  that  he  had  shown 
Oor.  L.>s  latter  to  Ibr.  UaeQia  (who  ssked  Mr. 

C^  wh'.  tlu  r  it  wa.s  just  to  hold  him  rcspon3iblo 
for  the  Personal  Liber^  bills,  etc.,  wludi  he  had 
never  (kvoted),  and  tniating  that  file  Preildeiit 
cleokiroa]d''belbiii]id  a  fltand  to  the  South.*' 


Oov.  Letcher  responded  (Dea      1860),  saying : 

"I  regard  the  govenmtent  aa  now  doomed, 

beyond  a  contingency,  to  deetniction.  •  *  ♦  I 
have  I'ist  all  liopc,  a-s  I  wo  no  disposition  in  the 
free  Stiites  to  adjust  the  controversy.  Wo  have 
just  heard  ftom  Waslungton  that  the  Republi* 
cans  have  presented  their  ultimatua;  aod  X  si^ 
to  you,  in  sincerity  and  sorrow,  that  It  will  never 
bo  assont<'<l  to.  I  believe  iiitn  tN -nine  men  out 
of  every  hundred  in  Virginia  will  repudiate  it 
with  Hcoru.  Conaenrative  as  I  am,  end  lahoring 
as  I  have  been  for  months  to  secure  an  adjust- 
ment, before  I  will  ament  to  that  proposition,  I 
will  welcome  civil  war  with  all  it.n  horrors.  It 
would  be  dishonorablo  in  the  South  to  accept  it; 
and     motto  Ifl^  'Death  before  dialMBor.' " 

Such  wwe  the  Snnfftiem  Unkmista  whom  the 
Republican.s  were  expected  tO  OOOCUiate^  and 
stigtn&tizod  as  repelling. 

*Velinw74yi.  "OntfaeeyL 
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because  it  gave  less  to  the  South 
than  eveu  the  Crittenden  Conipro- 
misc;  whereas,  Vii^inia  required  the 
wlkole  of  that,  and  aomething  mor^ 
He  proposed  Bimdry  amendments  to 
the  Federal  Oonstitution,  in  addition' 
to  the  guarantee  to  Slavery,  forevw, 
of  all  territory  south  of  36"  30';  one 
of  which  secures  to  every  ?laveholrlor 
the  right  to  take  his  slave  through 
any  noii-slavehokliug  State  or  terri- 
tory, in  passing  from  one  slavehold- 
ing  State  or  tenitoiy  to  another ;  and 
also  secores  to  him  protection  fax  his 
dms  aspropert^ywhfleat  seftonsm^ 
ajonmej.  Anotfaeris  In  these  words: 

"Abticle  7.  Sec.  1.  The  elective  fran- 
chise and  the  right  to  hold  office,  whetlter 
Federal,  State,  territorial,  or  mnidolpal,  ahall 

not  bo  exercHcd  l)y*  j)erKons  who  are,  in 
whole  or  ill  part,  of  the  AlViciUi  race." 

Another  ol'  these  amendments  prc- 
Bomes,  and  recognizes,  the  right  of 
peaceable  State  seoession,  nndertak- 
ing  to  guard  against  its  abuses. 

Mr.  Ohazles  A.  Wickliffe,  of  Ken- 
tacky,  proposed  that  this  Convention 
request  the  several  States  which  have 
passed  Personal  Liberty  bills,  to  ab- 
rogate them  ;  also,  that  they  allow 
slaves  to  be  carried  across  their  soil 
respeetively. 

Mr.  Amos  Tack  [Kepublican],  of 
Kew  Hampshire,  submitted  an  Ad- 
dress to  the  People  of  the  United 
States,  "  deploring  the  divisions  and 
distractions  that  now  afflict  our  coun- 
try," but  deprecating  secession  or  vio- 
lence, and  insisting  that  "  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  properly 
understood  and  fiiirlj  enforced,  is 
equal  to  every  exigency."  1&.  Tnol^s 
address  dosed  -w&i  three  resolntions ; 
which  will  he  given  hereafter. 

Gov.  S.  P.  Cliase,  of  Ohio,  pro- 
posed that  this  Convention  adjourn 


to  tlie  4th  of  April,  to  enable  other 
States  to  be  represented  therein :  but 
this  was  not  agreed  to. 

After  several  days'  discusdon  and' 
consideration,  with  votes  npon  vaii* 
ouB  amendments,  Ikb*.  David  Dudley 
Field,  of  New  Tork,  moved  to  amend 
the  Committee's  report,  by  striking 
out  S  7,  and  iusertincr  as  follows : 

"Akticlk  1.  No  State  shall  withdraw  from 
the  Union  without  the  consent  of  all  the 
States,  given  in  a  Convention  of  the  States, 
convea^  in  pursuance  of  an  act  pasaed  by 
two-thirds  of  each  House  of  Oongren." 

This  proposition  was  rejected,**  as 
£>Bow8: 

Ats — OoimeetIeut,nUnd8,  Indiana,  Iowa, 
Maine,  Massachusetts,  XewYork,  NowHamp* 
shire,  Vermont^  Kausaa — 10. 

Now— Delaware,  Eentaokjr,  ICaryland, 

Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina,  Ohio, 
Pennsvlvania,  Rhode  laland,  Tennessee,  Yir- 
ginia^ll. 

3Ir.  Guthrie's  report  at  length 
coming  up  for  action  thereon,  Oo7. 
Baldwin  moved  a  snbsfcitation  for  said 

report  of  his  proposition  aforesaid; 
which  was  in  the  following  words : 

*'  Tr^<TCrt*,unhappy  differences  exist  which 
have  alienated  from  each  other  portions  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  to  such  an 
extent  as  seriously  to  disturb  the  peace  of 
the  nation,  vA  impair  the  regokr  sad  effi> 
cient  action  of  tlio  Ciovornmenfe  witllln  the 
sphere  of  its  coustitutional  powers  sad  duties: 

^^AftA  tsilereM,  the  Legldatnre  of  the  State 
of  Kentucky  has  made  application  to  Con- 
gress to  call  a  Convention  for  proposing 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  or  tM  Uni- 
ted States : 

"^nJ  teherea*^  it  is  believed  to  be  tlie 
opinion  of  the  people  of  other  States  tiutt 
unu'iitliiients  to  the  Constitution  are  or  may 
Ik  (  Iliac  necessary  to  secure  to  the  people  of 
tho  ^nited  States,  of  every  section,  the  full 
and  equal  ej\joyment  of  their  rights  and  lib- 
erties, so  far  as  the  same  may  depend  for 
their  security  and  protection  on  tlio  powers 
fiTonted  to  or  withheld  from  the  General 
Goremment,  in  parsuMioe  of  the  national 
purposes  for  wluoh  tt  was  oxdiiiied  and 
established : 

*^And  wAsTMM,  it  may  be  eipeffiflnt  that 
such  amendments  as  any  of  the  States  nuj 


*WfaniHyS6|  1861. 
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desire  to  havo  proposed,  should  be  present (.-d 
to  the  Cuuvciition  in  soeh  form  ia  the  ix 
■pective  btates  denring  the  lame  maj  deem 
proper: 

"This  convention  ddos,  therefore,  recom- 
mend to  the  scverul  States  to  unite  with 
EentQi'ky  in  her  application  to  Congress  to 
call  a  Convention  for  proposiiifr  nincndinfnts 
to  the  Gontititution  of  the  United  States,  to 
be  ratmiitted  to  tfie  Legislatores  of  l^e  svr- 
eral  States,  or  to  conventions  tlierein,  for 
ratification,  as  tlie  one  or  the  other  mode  of 
ratification  may  be  proposed  by  Coni;res.H,  in 
aeoovdancc  with  the  provisioa  in  the  fifth 
artiele  of  tlie  l  on^iiitutiou 

which  was  defeated  by  the  following 
rote: 

Ats — Oonneotiont,  Illinois,  lowVi  llaine, 
Massachusetts,  New  Yoric,  Kew  Hampshire, 

Vermont — 8. 

NoKH — Delaware,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Ma- 
ryland, Miasouri,  New  Jersey,  Xortli  Caro- 
lina, Ohio,  Penusylvuuiii,  Khodo  Itiluud,  Teu- 

Mr,  Seddon'a  projeoty  exeLuding 
that  part  which  proAddes  fbr  State 
Becession,  was  likewise  moved  as  a 
fiubt^titute,  and  defeated  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote : 

Axa — Kentuckjj  Missouri,  North  Oarolina, 
VirginiaF— 4. 

Noes— Connecticut,  Delaware,  Illinois, 
Indiana,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Maryland, 
New  Jersey,  New  York,  New  Hampshii'e, 
Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Idand,  Teniiee- 

see,  Vermont,  Kansas — 18. 

Mr.  James  B.  Clay,"  of  Kentucky, 
now  moved  a  very  lonp;  substitnte, 
which  was  subtitantially  Mr.  Seddon's 
over  again;  which  was  rejected  by 
tiie  following  vote : 

Ays— Kentucky,  Miraonri,  North  Oaro- 
Jina,  Tennes.'iee,  Virginia — 6. 

Noes — Oonnocticnt,  Delaware,  lllinoi.^, 
Indiana,  Maine,  Massachnnet^  Maryland, 
New  Jersey,  New  Yorli,  New  n:imi)phire, 
Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Khode  Island,  Ver- 
numt— 14b 

Mr.  Tnek^B  pnqioaitioii,  connstrng 
of  an  address  and  three  resolvef^,  was 
now  moved  as  a  substitate.  His  re- 
solves were  as  follows : 

"1st.  jBiMolMd,  That  this  Convention  roo- 


oguize  tlio  well  understood  proposition  tliat 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  frivee 
no  power  to  Congress,  or  anj  branch  of  the 
Federal  Government,  to  interfere  in  any 
manner  with  Slavery  in  any  of  tlio  States ; 
and  we  are  assured,  by  abtmdant  testimony^ 
that  neither  of  the  great  poUtloal  orf  anisa- 
tions  existing  in  the  country  contemplates  a 
violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  in 
tills  ratrard,  or  the  procuring  of  mj  amende 
ment  thereof,  l>y  which  Congress,  or  any 
department  of  the  General  Government, 
shall  ever  havo  Jnrtodietioii  over  Slavery  in 
any  of  the  States. 

"  2il.  lif.fohed,  Tluit  tlio  Constitution  was 
ordained  and  established,  as  set  forth  in  the 
preamble,  by  the  people  of  the  Ihiited  States, 
m  order  t-o  form  a  more  perfect  Union,  es- 
tablish jnstice,  insure  donie.stie  tranquillity, 
provide  for  the  common  defense,  promote 
the  general  welfiuw,  and  secure  the  blessings 
of  liberty  to  tlicniselves  and  their  posterity; 
and  when  the  people  of  any  State  are  not  in 
full  ei\}oymentof  allthe  bmeflta  intended  to 
be  secured  to  them  by  the  Constitution,  or 
tlieir  rights  under  it  are  disregarded,  tlieir 
tranquillity  disturbed,  their  prosperity  re- 
tarded, or  their  lil>erty  iniperilfd,  liv  the 
people  of  any  other  State,  full  and  adeuuate 
redress  can  and  ought  to  be  provided  fiw 
anch  grievaneea. 

**  8a.  Rait^Ded^  That  this  Convention  rec- 
ommend to  tho  Legislatures  of  the  several 
States  of  the  Union  to  follow  the  example 
of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  of  Kentnoky 
and  Illinois,  in  applying  to  Congress  to  call 
a  Convention  for  the  proposing  of  amend- 
ments to  the  Ooostitntion  of  the  Unfted 
States,  pursuant  tO  the  fifth  article  thereof." 

The  Conference  refused  tlius  to  Bob' 
stitute,  by  the  following  vote  : 

Ats — Connecticut,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa, 
Maine,  Massaehosetts,  NewTork,  NewHamp* 
shire,  Vermont— 0. 

Noes — Delaware,  Kentucky,  Maryland, 
Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina,  OhiO| 
Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  TennoapeeiVir* 

ginift — 11. 

The  cj[uestion  was  next  taken  on 
the^rs^  section  of  Mr.  Gnthiie'B  plan 
of  o(Mi8titational  amendment,  sb  fol- 
lows: 

"Seotiox  1.  Tn  all  the  present  territory 
of  the  United  States,  north  of  the  paralldi 
of  thirty-six  degrees  and  thirlj  minntes  of 
north  latitude,  involuntary  servitude,  except 
in  punishment  of  crime,  is  prohibited.  In 
all  the  present  territory  south  of  that  line, 
the  status  of  persons  held  to  involuntary 
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■ervioe  or  labor,  as  !t  now  «xi•b^  aball  not 

bo  changed ;  nor  shall  any  law  bo  ])a.'»ed  by 
Congroiss  or  the  Territorial  Legislature  to 
Ikinoer  or  ]irevent  the  taking;  of  niich  persons 
from  liny  of  tlie  Strttea  of  tliis  Uaif^n  to  said 
tiirritory,  nor  to  impair  the  rights  arisiiit; 
from  Hitid  relation;  but  the  same  shall  be 
subjoct  to  judicial  co^^nizance  in  the  federal 
courts,  according  to  the  course  of  the  com- 
mon law.  When  any  territory  north  or 
south  of  said  lioo,  within  snoh  boundary  as 
Conf^ress  may  prsaoribe,  shall  contwn  a  pop- 
ulation equal  to  that  reqnind  for  a  mornher 
of  CongnMS,  it  shall,  if  its  form  of  govern- 
ment M  rctpnbHean,  be  admitted  into  the 
Union  o!i  nn  equal  footing  with  t!i>'  oriL'iiial 
States,  with  or  without  involuntary  servi- 
tude, as  the  oonatitntion  of  raoh  State  maj 
provide.'* 

Tin's  proposition  wan  affinnod  "  and 
recuinincnded  bv  tlie  fuUowiii^r  vote: 

Ars — Delaware,  Illinois,  Kentucky,  Mar 
ryland.  New  Jersef,  'Ohio,  Ponnajhrania, 
Khode  Island,  Tennessee— 0. 

Nobs — Conneoticnt,  Iowa,  Maiuo,  Massa- 
cbnsatts.  North  Carolina,  Nev  Hampshire, 
Vermont,  Virginia — 8. 

New  York,"  Indiana,  and  Kansas 

were  equally  divided,  and  so  cast  no 

vote.     The  section  was  declared 

adopted. 

The  second  section  had  been  bo 
amended  during  tha  debaftes  as  to 
read  aafoUowB: 

'*SaoTro:!rS.  Ko  territory  shall  be  acquired 

by  the  United  States,  except  hy  discovery, 
aiul  for  naval  and  commercial  stations,  de- 
pota,  and  transit-routes,  without  the  concur- 
rence of  a  miyority  of  all  (he  Senators  from 
States  which  allow  involuntary  servitude, 
and  a  majority  of  all  the  Senators  from 
States  which  prohiijit  tliat  relation;  nor 
shall  territory  be  aopilred  by  treaty,  unless 
the  votes  of  a  majority  of  tho  Senators  from 
each  class  of  States  hereinbefore  mentioned 
be  cast  OS  a  part  of  the  two>thirds  majority 
seoessarj  to  the  ratifioatkn  of  aoob  treaty." 

This  was  likewise  adopted — ^Xew 
York  and  Kansa:;  being  still  divided 

— by  the  following  vote : 

Ays— Delaware,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Mary- 
land, Missouri,  New  Jersey,  Ohio,  Pennsyl- 
vania, liliode  lsland,Tonnessee, Virginia — 11. 

Nobs— Connectiont,  Ulinois,  Iowa,  Maine, 

"  Fclini  irv  '27th.  "  Tlirough  the  necessary 
absenoo  from  the  Gcmfereobo  of  a  Bepublkan 


Massachusetts,  North  Oarolina,  ISffW  Eaa|i- 

shire,  Verriiont — 8. 

Mr.  Guthrie  next  moved  the  adop- 
tion of  the  third  section  of  his  Com- 
mittee's report ;  amended  by  the  Con- 
vention BO  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  3.  Neither  the  Goustitution  nor 
any  amendoMat  tlMraof  ihall  be  oonstrued 
to  give  Congress  power  to  regnlato,  abolish, 
or  control,  within  any  State,  the  relation 
cstahli^^licd  or  reco<;nizod  hv  the  laws  tliero- 
of  touching  persons  held  to  labor  or  involun- 
tary servioe  therehi,  nor  to  interfere  with  or 
abolish  involnntary  service  in  tho  l>i-itrict  of 
Columbia  without  tlie  consent  of  Maryland 
and  without  the  consent  of  the  owners,  or 
making;  tho  owners  who  do  not  consent  ju-t 
com|)en.sation ;  nor  the  power  to  interfere 
with  or  proliihit  representatives  and  others 
from  bringing'  with  tliotn  to  the  District  of 
Columbia,  retaining,  and  taking  away,  per- 
aooa  ao  held  to  labor  or  service ;  nor  the 
power  to  interfere  with  or  abolish  involun- 
tary service  in  places  under  the  exclusive 
jurisdiction  of  tlie  United  States  within  those 
Statea  and  Territories  where  the  same  ia  es- 
tablished or  recognized ;  nor  the  power  to 
proliildt  tho  rciiiDvul  or  tran>por1.itii»ri  of 
persons  held  to  labor  or  involuntary  service 
m  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  Statea 
to  any  other  State  or  Territory  thereof 
where  it  is  establishcnl  or  recognized  hy  law 
or  usage;  and  the  right  daring  transporta- 
tion, by  sea  or  liver,  of  tonchinj;  at  ports, 
shores,  and  landings,  and  of  latidiug  in  case 
of  dirtrees,  shall  exist;  but  not  the  right  of 
transit  in  or  tlu^ngh  any  State  or  Territory, 
or  of  sale  or  traffic,  against  the  laws  thereof. 
Nor  shidl  ('ongress  have  power  to  authorize 
any  higher  rate  of  taxation  on  persons  held 
to  labor  or  aerrioe  than  on  land. 

The  bringing?  into  the  Di^triet  of  Colum- 
bia of  persons  held  to  labor  or  service  for 
sale,  or  placing  them  in  depots  to  be  alters 
wards  transferred  to  otlier  |>lao0S  for  aale  aa 
merchandise,  is  prohibited." 

This  section  was  adopted  bj  the 
following  vote— New  York  and  Kan- 
sas not  yoting,  beoaiiBe  equally  di« 
vided: 

Ays— Dolawaro,  TlUnnis,  Konttickv.  Mary-  " 
bind,  Missouri.  New  Jersey,  Morlh  Ciu*olina, 
Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  lahind,  Tennea- 
see,  Virginia— 12. 

Nobs — Connecticut,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine, 
Massaclrasetta,  New  Hampahire,  Vermont 
—7. 


Commissioner,  [^r.  Duvid  Dudley  ISbU]  Iflaving 
his  ofdleagnse  five  to  five. 
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Mr.  Guthrie  next  moved  tlio  adop- 
tion of  the  fourth  section  of  tlic  re- 
port, which  had  been  so  ameuded  as 
to  md  thoB: 

**Swmo9  4.  The  third  parAfrrapb  of 

second  scvtion  nf  the  fourth  nrticlc  of  tlie 
Constitution  not  b«  etui-it  rued  to  pn-- 

vent  any  <>i"  th*'  States,  by  ni'itropr'mto  k-iris- 
latiori.  runl  tliroiiph  tlii>  action  of  tlioir  jmli- 
oiul  aiui  luiuisterial  ufficera,  from  enforcing 
tiw  delivery  of  ftigitives  from  Utxir  to  the 

Serson  to  whom  saoh  servioe  or  lebor  Is 
oe." 

This  alfio  was  osrried,  I17  Ibe  fi>l- 
lowing  vote — "Sew  York  and  Kansas 
8t£Q  eqnallj  divided : 

Ays — Connecticut,  Dclawnro,  Illinois,  In- 
diana, Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  Xew- 
Jersey,  North  Carolina,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania, 
Bhode  Island,  TenuMMo,  Yeimoat,  Vir- 
ginia— 15. 

Noift---Iowa,  lUne,  Kassachnsetts,  New- 
Hampshire — 4. 

Mr.  Guthrie  next  moved  the  adop- 
tion of  fifth  section  of  the  report, 
80  amended  as  to  read  as  follows : 

*'Skotiok  fi.  The  foreign  slave  trade  is 
liereby  forever  prohibited ;  and  it  shall  be 

the  dnty  of  (^onpress  to  pass  laws  to  prevent 
the  importation  of  slaves,  coolies,  or  persons 
lield  to  service  or  labor,  into  the  United 
States  and  the  TerriuwiealimnplMeBbeTond 

tiie  limits  thereof." 

This  section  was  adopted,  as  follows : 

Atb— Oonneetient,  Delaware,  Illinois,  In- 
diana, Kentucky.  Maryland,  Missouri,  Xow- 
Jersey,  Kew  York,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio, 
Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  Ver- 
mont, Kansas— 16. 

Now-~Iowa,  Maine,Massachusettd,  North 
Gmdinat  Virginia— 6. 

Mr.  Guthrie  next  moved  the  adop- 

tum  of  themsB^  section  of  the  report; 

amended  thus: 

"Sectiox  fi.  The  first,  third,  and  fifth 
sections,  together  with  this  section  of  thi-.^e 
amendment!;,  and  the  third  paragraph  of  the 
aecond  ■<ei  tion  of  the  first  article  of  the  Con- 
aiitution,  luid  the  third  paragraph  of  the 
aecond  section  of  the  fourth  article  thereof, 
aliall  not  he  amended  or  abolished  without 
the  consent  of  dl  the  States." 

Tbfe  was  adopted  by  the  following 
vote— New  York  again  divided,  and 
not  voting: 

S6 


Ays— Delaware,  Illinois,  Eentaclcy,  Maiy- 
land,  Mis.soari.  New  Jersej,  Ohio^  Pennsn^« 

vania,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  Kansas — II. 

N0E8 — Connecticut,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine, 
Massachusetts.  North  Carolina,  Kew  Hamp- 
shire, Vermont,  Virginia — 9. 

Mr.  Guthrie  next  moved  the  adop- 
tion of*  tlie  sci'f/ifh  section  of  the  re- 
port ;  amended  to  read  as  follows  : 

"Sbotion  7.  Congress  shall  provi<le  by 
law  that  the  United  States  shall  pay  to  the 
owner  the  full  value  of  his  ftigitive  from 
labor,  in  all  cases  where  the  marshal,  or 
other  officer,  whose  duty  it  was  to  arrest 
such  fugitive,  was  prevented  from  so  doing 
by  violence  or  intimidation  from  mobs  or 
riotoiiH  n-iHoniljlages,  or  when,  after  arrest, 
such  fugitive  was  rescued  bjr  like  violence 
or  intimidaiioo,  and  the  owner  therebj  de- 
prived of  the  same ;  and  the  acceptance  of 
such  payment  shall  preclude  the  owner  from 
further  claim  to  such  fugitive,  ConLTcss 
shall  provide  by  l;i\v  for  wcurinj?  to  tlu-  citi- 
zens of  each  State  the  privileges  and  iuuau- 
nitles  of  eitiMna  in  the  several  States.** 


This  section  was  adopted  by  the 
following  vote— Kew  York  still  di- 
vided: 

Atb — Delaware,  Illinois,  Indiana.  Ken- 
tnoicj,  Maryland,  New  Jersejt  New  Uainp- 
shire,  Ohio.  I'ennsjlvanla,  Rhode  Ishind* 
Tenne.s8ee,  Kansas— 12. 

Noes — Connecticut,  Iowa,  Maine,  Mis- 
souri, North  Oanriina,  Vermont,  Vir- 
ginia— 7. 

The  report  having  been  thus  adopt- 
ed by  sections,  Gov.  Chase,  of  Ohio, 
demanded  a  vote  upon  tUe  entire 
]>lan  of  conciliation  together;  which 
President  Tyler  decided  unnecessary, 
as  tSie  whole  plan  had  been  adopted 
by  sectionB. 

Mr.  T.  E.  Pranklm,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia,  moved  the  following  independent 
proposition: 

Re»olref!,  As  the  sense  of  tliis  Conven- 
tion, that  the  highest  political  duty  of  t  ver7 
citizen  of  the  United  States  is  his  allegiance 
to  the  Fetleral  (lovemment  created  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  tliat 
no  State  of  this  Union  has  any  constitutional 
right  to  secede  therefrom,  or  to  ab.solve  the 
citizens  of  such  State  from  their  allegiance 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.** 

Mr.  Barringer,  of  North  CSaroIinay 


Digitized  by  Google 


402 


THB  AMBBIOAir  OONTLIOT. 


moved  that  this  proposition  do  He  on 
the  table;  wliich  was  defeated  by 
12  States  to  9  :  but,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  RuflSn,  of  North  Carolina,  the 
cousideratioii  of  Mr.  Franklin's  pro- 
pontion  was  indfifiniteljr  postponed, 
as  Allows: 

At8— Delaware,  Kentucky,  Utrjlaild, 
Missouri,  New  Jersey,  Nurth  CarolinBi  Ohio, 
Rhtxlo  Island,  Tennessee,  Virginia— 10. 

Nobs — Connecticut,  Illinois,  Indiana, 
Iowa,  Miuue,  MaflBacbnsetts,  Pdanaylva- 
nia— 7. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Seddon,  of  Virginia,  moved 
ouee  more  his  proposition,  requiring 
aa  amendment  of  the  Constitntion, 
whereby  the  assent  of  a  majority  of 
the  Senatora  from  the  slavdiolding 
States  and  a  Uke  minority  of  the  Sena- 
tans  from  the  non-aLaveholding  States 
is  required  to  give  validity  to  any  act 
of  the  Senate,  as  also  recognizing  and 
legalizing  Stute-<cce?7>ion  from  the 
Union  y  wliich  Avas  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Gnthiie  then  oiEiaared  the  fol- 
lowing preSmUeto  the  propositions 
which  had  been  agreed  to : 

'*nth0  Ontgrm  ofUu  UnUti  Statm: 

"  The  Oonvontion  assembled  npon  the  in- 
vitation of  tlio  State  ot  Virginia,  to  adjust 
the  unhappy  ditrorences  which  now  disturb 
the  peace  of  t!u*  rnion  and  threaten  itscon- 
tinoance,  luuko  known  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  that  their  body  convene<l 
in  the  city  of  Washington  on  the  4th  instant, 
and  continued  in  session  until  the  27th. 

"  There  were  in  the  body,  when  action 
waa  taken  npon  that  which  is  here  sabinit- 
tad,  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  Oommis- 
•toners,»roprcsontillg  the  following  States: 
Maine,  New  Hampddrei  Vermont,  Massa- 
ehnsetta,  Rhode  lakad,  Ckmneetient,  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Ten- 
nessee, Kentucky,  MiaMNixl,  Ohio^  Indiana, 
Illinois.  Iowa,  Kansas. 

*'TUey  have  ai)i»rovod  what  is  herewith 
■abmittadt  and  re^peotfhlly  request  that 
yonr  honorable  body  will  submit  it  to  con- 
ventions in  the  States  as  an  ariiclo  of  amend- 
ment to  the  Oooatitittioa  of  the  United 
Statea." 


This  waa  adopted ;  and  President 
Tyler  requested  to  present  the  '  ])hin 
of  adjustment'  to  Congress  forthwith. 

And  then  the  Convention  adjourned 
without  day. 

The  above  plan  of  oonciliAtion  was 
immediately  oonmiimicated  by  PrO' 
sident  Tyler  to  Yke-F^^sident  Breck- 
inridge,  who  laid  itbefbre  the  Senate 
without  delay :  and,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Crittenden,  it  was  referred  to  a 
Select  Conmiittco  of  five,  to  bo  re- 
ported to  the  Senate  next  day. 

Mr.  Crittenden  reported  it  accord- 
ingly." Qov,  Seward,  from  the  Ee- 
puhlican  minority  of  sidd  Committee, 
prasented  a  subatitate  for  that  pro- 
ject, as  foUowa: 

"  A  joint  rtteivtion  concerning  a  National 
C •nrrtifioit,  to  j/roj'-'se  amendmentt  to  (A« 
Constitution  (jf  the  UniUd  8tato$. 

^^Wheroat,  the  Legialatorea  of  the  States 
of  Kentucky,  Xcw  Jltsov,  and  Illinois,  havo 
applied  to  Cougr^  to  call  a  Convention  for 
proposing  amendments  to  the  Oonstitntioa' 
of  the  United  Rtatos  :  Thproforo. 

Be  it  retolvtd,  etc.,  That  the  Legisla> 
tures  of  the  other  States  be  invited  to  talce 
the  subject  into  consideration,  and  to  ex- 
press their  will  on  that  sabject  to  Congress, 
in  pursnanoe  of  th«  fifth  aitide  of  the  Odd* 
stitntion*" 

Ur.  Hale,  of  New  Hampshire,  and 
others,  strenuously  objected  to  a  con> 
sideration  of  the  majority  report  at 

this  time ;  so  that  its  second  reading 
waa  postponed  until  next  day:  when, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Douglas,  it  was 
made  the  special  order  for  noon  of 
the  day  following ;  when  Gen.  Jo- 
seph Iabo,  of  Oregon,  made  a  long 
speech  aj^mst  'coSrcion,'  and  in 
(kTOt  <ii  &  Soathem  view  of  State 
Rights.  Mr.  Andrew  Johnson,  of 
Tennessee,  followed,  speaking  very 
strongly  and  earnestly  in  &TOr  of 
maintaining  the  Union. 
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At  length,  the  Senate,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Douglas,  voted— Yeas  25; 
H&ya  11 — ^to  postpone  the  oonaidera- 
tion  of  this,  in  fitvor  of  the  Honso 
proposition  of  ameTidment,  already 
referred  to,  and  which  had  paaeed  that 
hodj;  providing 

"  (li.it  Ji.>  aiiiendinont  shall  bo  made  to  the 
Constitntiou  wliich  will  authorize  or  give  to 
Congress  the  power  to  interfere,  within  any 
State,  with  the  domeiCio  instUations  thore- 

Oi;"  etc. 

This  proposed  amendment  was 
finally  concurred  in  hy  the  Senate : 
Yeas  24 ;  Xajs  12 :  aa  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Bukor,  Bigler, 
Bright,  Crittenden,  iJixon,  Douglas,  Foster, 
Grimes,  Gwin,  Ilarhin,  Hunter,  Johnson,  of 
Tenne&tiee,  Kennedy,  Latham,  Mason,  Mor- 
rill, Nicholson,  Polk,  Pugh,  Ric«i,  Sebastian, 
Ten  Ejck,  and  Thomson— 24. 

Kats — Messrs.  Bingham,  Chandler,  Olark, 
PooliftU'.  Durkoe,  Foot,  Kiiicr.  Siininor,Tnira- 
bull.  Wade,  Wilkinson,  and  Wilson — 12. 

And  then  the  Senate  returned  to 
tlie  consideration  of  the  Crittenden 
propt>sition,  for  which  Mr.  Clark's 
propoi^ition,  already  given,'*  was  again 
ofl'ered  as  a  substitute,  and  voted 
down :  Yeas  14 ;  Nays  22. 

Unalljy  Ht,  Crittenden  moved 
that  the  Peaee  Oonifarenoe  propoai- 
tkm  be  snbetituted  for  his  own  origi- 
nal project  of  conciliation ;  which  the 
Senate  refueed,  by  the  following  vote : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Crittenden,  Doughm,  Har- 
lan, Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  Kennedy,  Mor- 
rill, and  ThooiMn— 7. 

^AW — Mfasr:^.  Bayard,  Bigler,  Bingham,  | 
Bright,  Chandler,  Clark,  Dixon,  Fes-^enden, 
Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Gwin,  Hunter,  Lane, 
Latham,  Mason,  Nicholson,  Polk,  Pugh,  Rice, 
Sebastian,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  TrumboU, 
Wadc^  WigfUl,  WiUdnwD,  and  WUwrn— 28. 

So  the  Senate,  by  four  to  one,  dis- 
poaed  1^  tiie  scheme  of  the  Peace 
Commissioners,  and  proceeded  to 
vote,  directly  thereafter,  on  Mr.  Crit- 
tenden'a  original  proposition,  which 


was  defeated — ^Yeas  19,  Xays  20 — 
aa  haa  been  atated. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Peace  Con- 
ference were  likewise  presented  to 

the  House,'*  but  not  acted  upon  in 
tliat  body — the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Thirty-throe  being  held 
entitled  to  preference. 


Thna  ended  in  ftilnre  the  more  or 
leas  earnest  efforts  to  avert  the  gather- 
ing storm  of  war  by  some  project  of 

*  Compromise'  or  'Conciliation,*  to 
be  enacted  by  Congress  preliminary  to 
its  being  ingrafted  on  tlie  Constitu- 
tion. And,  as  it  has  het  ii  very  wide- 
ly asserted  and  believed  thut  the  Ke- 
publicans  evinced  an  unbending  dis- 
position, stubbornly  refusing  to  make 
any  concession,  any  sacrifice,  for 
preservation  of  peace  and  National  in- 
tegrity, it  may  be  well  to  consider  what 
they  actually  did  and  proffered.  The 
foregoing  pages  show  that 

I.  Tliey  were  at  all  times  willing, 
and  more  than  willing,  to  unite  in 
the  call  of  a  Convention  of  the 
States,  which  would  have  inherait 
power  to  deal  thoroughly  with  all 
die  questions  whereon  the  differences 
termed  'sectional'  had  arisen,  and 
wherein  their  opponents  were  mor- 
ally certain  to  have  a  large  majority 
of  voti'S.  President  Lincoln  at  an 
early  day,  Cov,  Morgan,  the  Tlepub- 
licans  in  the  Teace  Conlcrence,  etc., 
etc.,  had  indicated  their  cc^currence 
in  the  call  of  a  Conventi<m.  But  this 
resort,  though  originally  suggested  bj 
the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  was 
voted  down  in  the  Peace  Conference 
by  the  aid  of  all  the  Slave  States  re» 
presented — Kentucky  among  them. 

XL    The  Bepublicans  likewiae 


**aMpaga86a. 


1,  ia«L 


Digitized  by  Google 


404 


THE  AMERICAN  CONFLICT. 


evinced  a  willingness  to  pay  for 
slaves  who  should  be  lost  to  their 
owners  through  popular  interposi- 
tion to  defeat  their  return  to  bond- 
age friwu  tlie  Free  States  to  which 
they  had  escaped.  Mr.  Tuck's  prop- 
ontioii  in  the  *  Peace  Conference,' 
Got.  Baldwin's^  and  nearly  every 
aaUientic  or  influential  utterance 
from  the  same  side,  admitted  the 
duty  of  the  !North,  if  it  could  no 
lonfTor  return  sueh  fugitives,  to  j)ay 
their  value  to  tliose  injured  or  ag- 
gn<'V(-d  hy  this  failure  to  nuiko  good 
tlio  Constitutional  titii)uhition.  Had 

"  During  tlio  prrcoding  dis''ii«sion  in  the  Coii- 
ierenoe,  Gov.  S.  V.  Chase,  of  Ohio  (February  tith), 
•iter  itating  fraitldj  lo  tK^.floothcra  Comnito- 
Bionora  that  those  from  tlio  Fiea  States  ty>iil(l  not 
Burreader  the  principle  of  Sluvery  liestrictioa  as 
to  the  territoriea,  and  that,  if  tiiey  did,  it  would 
do  no  good,  as  their  con.«tittient5i  would  disavow 
•nd  rcptidjate  them,  proceeded  as  follows  : 

"Aside  from  the  Territorial  question — the 
question  of  Slavery  ouc-^ide  of  Slave  StaU's — I 
know  of  but  one  serious  didkully.  I  refer  to 
the  question  concerning  Aiffiti^os  from  service. 
The  clause  in  the  Constitution  concerning  thlii 
dfuts  of  persons  is  retarded  by  almost  all  men, 
Nortli  an  i  South.  a»  a  s1i|ni'.;ili'>n  fir  the  surren- 
der to  their  masters  of  t*luvea  e.^caping  into  Free 
Stato!i.  The  people  of  the  Free  States,  however, 
who  beUeve  that  ilAveholdlng  is  wrongs  cannot 
and  will  not  aid  in  the  reclamation,  and  the  stip- 
ulation bo<*omeH  th('rofi>ro  a  dead  letter.  You 
complain  of  bad  f.tith ;  and  the  complaint  i.s 
retorted  by  denunciations  of  tho  cruelty  which 
would  drag  bock  to  bondsgo  the  poor  alavo  who 
has  escaped  from  it  Too,  thmking  Slavery 
right,  claim  tlie  fulfdlmcnt  of  the  Stipulation; 
wo,  thinking  Slavery  wronp,  cannot  Milflll  tho 
stipulation  without  const^-iouHuesH  of  participa- 
tion in  wrong.  Ilera  is  a  real  dilllcuUjr;  but  it 
seems  to  me  not  insuperable.  It  will  not  do  for 
us  to  say  to  you,  in  justification  of  mm-pcrPirm- 
anoo,  'The  stipulation  i.s  immoral,  ami  therefore 
we  cannot  execute  it;'  for  3"ou  d-.uy  tho  immor- 
ality, and  we  cannot  assume  to  juU^  for  you.  On 
the  otiier  hand,  von  ought  aol  to  •xaet  from  us 
the  literal  p'Trorrnanco  of  the  stipul.ition  when 
you  know  th.it  wo  cannot  perform  it  witliout 
conscious  riil;ial>il.ty.  .\  true  Fohit ion  of  the  dif- 
ficulty seems  to  bo  attainable  by  regarding  it  a^ 
a  simple  case  where  a  contract,  (W>m  changed 
cinMunstancos,  cannot  he  fnlfill'^d  exactly  as 
made.  A  court  of  C'jtiity  in  nnch  a  c.ise  decrees 
execution  a.s  near  as  may  be.  It  re'ituri  ihe  jiar- 
ty  who  oaonot  perform  to  make  a  componaotion 
nriioii>perlbnMiMe  'WV  cannot  the  same  {riii> 


the  South  jffegenied  as  her  nltima* 

turn — "  Pay  us  cash"  for  every  slave 
whom  we  shall  hrreafter  lose  throuirli 
your  repugiiunce  to  slave-hunting"'^— 
the  exaction  would  have  beeu  acce- 
ded to  as  reai»onable  and  just. 

in.  Th«  North  could  not,  vitfaosi 
shame  and  oonacioiiB  guilt,  oonaent  to 
diffuse  and  uphold  Slavery  on  terri- 
torv  that  came  to  us  free."  But  Gov. 
Anthony,  of  Rhode  Island,  foriually 
offered,'"  in  the  Senate,  to  unite  in 
the  immediate  adnii.^.-iion  of  Now 
Mexico  (wliicli  tlien  indudcd  Ari/.o- 
na)  as  a  State,  under  such  Constitu- 


ciple  be  ap^kd  to  the  rendition  of  iUgitivos  from  , 
^lervtosf  we  cannot  surrender— but  we  can 

c<>m)iensate.  Why  not,  then,  avoid  all  diflieulfies 
on  all  sides,  and  sliow  respectively  good  faith 
and  good  will,  by  providing  and  accepting  com' 
pensiuion  where  masters  redaim  escaping  8er> 
vants  and  prove  their  right  of  reclamation  under 
tlie  (Vmstittitinn  ?  Iiis(i  :m1  of  a  judgment  for  ren- 
dition, lot  there  be  a  judjnnent  for  compensation, 
determined  by  the  tnievuliioof  the  seryiccH,  and 
let  the  same  judgment  assurs  freedom  to  the  fu- 
gitive.  The  cost  to  the  NatioBsl  Treasury  would 
ho  ns  n^fhintr  in  coinpari'jr)n  with  the  cvinof  dis- 
cord and  btrifo.    All  parties  would  l>e  "gainers." 

"  Mr  Webster,  in  one  of  his  latest  speeches 
—at  Buffalo,  May  22,  1851^eaid: 

"  If  tlio  South  wish  any  concession  from  me, 
they  won't  pet  it — not  a  hair's  breadth  of  it.  If 
they  come  to  my  house  f^r  it,  they  will  not  find 
it.  I  concede  nothing.  *  *  *  ^'o  matter  wliat 
may  be  said  at  the  Syracuse  Oonvention,  or  my 
other  assemblage  of  insane  persons.  I  never 
would  consent  that  thcrer  should  be  one  foot  of 
Slave  Territory'  !<' vond  wli.it  tho  old  Tliirteen 
.States  bad  at  Uto  time  of  the  formation  of  the 
Union.  Never,  neverl  Tho  man  can't  show 
his  face  to  me,  and  prove  that  I  ever  departed 
from  that  doctrine,  lie  would  snealc  away,  or 
slink  away,  or  hire  a  mere  nary  Heep,  tliat  ho 
might  say  what  a  mercenary  ajjostate  from  lib- 
erty Daniel  Webster  has  become.  Ih-  l.nowa 
himself  to  be  a  hypocrite  and  a  falsiflcr.  *  *  *  All 
that  I  now  say  is,  that,  unKft  tht  Uessing  of  Gf>d, 
I  will  wt  iiotv  nor  h'  "a!t>T,  Ix-farc  thr  cimntnj  or 
(he  ivorui,  consent  to  be  numltered  amowj  those  V)ho 
uitrttdwM  new  Slave  Fmoer  uiU>  the  IhtSon,  1 
irill  do  all  in  my  jtoiver  to  preivnt  it." 

Mr.  Clay's  dcliborulo  and  emphatic  dcclanition 
that  he  would  never  consent  nor  be  constrained 

"to  vote  for  tho  positive  introduction  of  .Slavery 
either  south  or  north  of  that  lino "  {iii"  30  ),  will 
bo  fimnd  on  page  SOS, 

»  See  page  aSL 
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ti^  as  her  people  should  gee  fit  to 
frame  and  adopt— Kew  Mezioo  be- 
iog  at  tliat  moment  a  Slave  Tem< 
toty  by  act  of  Lcr  Legislature — to 
eaj  nothing  of  the  Dred  Scott  decis- 
ion. That  would  liave  given  the 
Soutli  a  iirin  hc»ld  on  nearly  everv 
acre  of  our  ]»reseut  ternt(»ry  whereon 
she  could  rationally  hope  ever  to  plant 
Slavery — provided  the  people  of 
New  Heiioo  ahonld  see  fit  to  ingraft 
Slavery  on  their  State,  as  they  seem- 
ed,  under  Democratic  training,  to 
have  done  on  th«r  Territor}-. 

rV.  The  House — which  had  be- 
come strongly  Rcpuhllcan  through 
the  withdrawal  of  most  of  the  rep- 
resentatives from  Cotton  States — 
passed  the  conciliatory  and  practical 
leedlves  reported  by  ICr.  Oorwin 
from  the  Committee  of  Thirty-three 
— passed  them  by  an  overwheUng 
majority.  The  Senate  would  have 
promptly  concun-ed,  had  it  been  inti- 
mated or  j)robablo  that  Ruch  concur- 
rence would  have  arrested  and  rolled 
back  the  purine  of  Secession. 

V.  Both  llouacs  united  in  passing 
the  Joint  Besolve  from  said  Commit- 
tee which,  being  ratified  by  the  le- 
qnired  prc^rtion  of  the  States,  would 
have  precluded  foreTer  any  action  of 
Congress  adrerse  to  the  perpetuation 
of  Slaver}'  in  stidi  States  as  should 
desire  puch  perj^etuation.  Tliis,  too, 
would  have  been  readily  perfected, 
had  '  the  South'  evinced  any  inclina- 
tion to  be  satisfied  and  pacified  there- 
by. But  it  was  yery  generally  treat- 
ed by  them  as  of  no  ^ue.  Senator 
Hason,  of  Yirginia,  spdse  of  it  deri- 
givcly  as,  in  substance,  one  of  the 
planks  of  the  Chicago  [Republican] 
Platform.  And  the  artillery  of  Se- 
cc.«sion  soon  di.s|)olled  all  desire  of, 
or  motive  for,  ratilying  it 
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VI.  There  were  very  many  Repul> 
Hcans — and  those  by  no  means  with- 
out consideration  or  influence — ^who 
would  hav«  cheerfully  consented  to  a 

peacefiil  withdrawal  from  the  Union 
of  the  Cotton  States,  with  such  others 
a.<  miirht  have  chosen  to  accompany 
tliem,  had  these  accorded  time  for 
decently  effecting  and  assenting  to 
such  a  separation,  after  first  allow- 
ing the  Free  States  a  fiur  opportunity 
to  submit  to  and  urge  upon  the  peo- 
ple of  tlie  South  their  reasons  for 
deprecating  it.  To  this  end,  thS 
calling  of  a  National  Convention  and 
the  election  of  delegates  thereto  were 
deemed  indispensable  prerequisites. 
Such  a  Convention  c(»uld  have  acted 
decisively  on  the  main  question  and 
all  subordinate  po!nt»r-such  as  the 
rightfnl  disposal,  by  apportionment 
or  otherwise,  of  the  public  lands 
and  other  property  belonging  to  the 
Union, with  the  jniblic  deht  owed  by  it. 

YIT.  The  North  did,  as  we  have 
seen,  organize  three  new  Territories 
at  this  Session,  in  utter  Bilenee  re» 
specting  Slavery,  and  in  such  man- 
ner as  left  *the  South'  in  foil  posses- 
sion of  all  the  rights  accming  to  her 
from  the  Federal  Constitution,  as  ex- 
])ounded  in  the  Dred  Scott  decision. 
This  was  done,  not  in  accordance 
with  the  views  and  feelings  of  the 
Kepuhlicans,  who  reported  and  pass- 
ed the  bills,  but  as  a  peace-offering 
and  a  concession  to  those  Southern 
Unionists  who  were  constantly  pro- 
testing that  they  cared  nothing  for  the 
extension  of  Slavery — in  &ot,  were 
rather  opposed  to  it — but  would 
not  tamely  submit  to  see  a  stigma 
placed  on  their  section  and  her  *  insti- 
tution' l»y  Northern  votes. 

Tet  nil  this  was  fruitless,  because 
the  North,  in  the  full  fiush  of  a  long- 
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awaited  and  fairlj  achieved  triumph, 
did  not  see  lit  to  repudiate  tlie  olier- 
islied  and  time-liDnorcd  principle  for 
which  it  had  patiently,  ardently  strug- 
gled. No  other  successful  party  was 
ever  before  required,  at  Buch  a  mo* 
ment,  to  Bnirendeor  its  principle,  its 
coiiaist6iiC7,  itB  manhood,  on  peril  of 
National  disruption  and  OTerthrow. 
There  was  no  oonceasion  from  the 
other  side — no  real  compromise — hut 
a  simjde,  naked  exaction  that  the 
Ilepuhlicans  should  stultify  and  dis- 
grace themselves,  by  admitting  that 
tiicj  were  fundamentally  wrong,  and 
that,  instead  of  electing  their  Fresi- 
dentfthej  should  haye  been  defeated." 

What  *tbe  South'  and  its  firiends 
really  required  of  the  North  was  part- 
nership, cooperation,  complicity.in  the 
work  of  cxtcndiuix, diffusing,  and  forti- 
fvinfr  Slaverv,  such  a,s  it  had  secured  in 
the  annexation  of  Texas.  Tliat  Slave- 
ry wad  a  great  National  interest — the 
broad  and  solid  base  of  our  industrial 
economy  and  commercial  prosperity 
—the  sUres  confined,  indeed,  to  one 
section  of  the  Union,  because  there 
most  ])rofitably  employed,  hut  labor- 
ino:  for  tlie  benefit  of  Northern'"  man- 
ufufturers  and  merchants  as  much 
as  for  that  of  Southern  planters  and 
factors — that  we  must  all  watch  and 
work  to  give  that  interest  wider  scope 

"  The  Cindnmti  Enquirer  ot  J anvMry  15, 18GI, 
bas  »  totter  from  *  A  Oitizra  of  HigUttid  Oonn- 

ty,'  which  puts  the  case  siin.iroly  thus: 

"  There  ia  ou\j  one  possible  romody  which  can 
nw  (he  oountiy,and  reetore  hsnnoDj  and  peace ; 
and  that  i.-^  a  total  abandonment  of  the  dogmas 
of  Lincoln,  and  tlio  atlojition  of  nnotlicr  ami  o]> 
posite  object — '  the  recognition  of  tbo  cqtiality  of 
all  the  States  in  the  territories  of  the  United 
Stateii,  and  the  strict  enforcement  of  all  the  kwt 
protf'-tinp  mv\  focnrinij  ^^lavc  property  under  the 
ConstiiutioiL'  Tlii.s  prmi'ijilo  is  ri-cogni/.t'd  in  the 
proposition  of  Sena(or  ('rittendt^n ;  and  wln  ii  the 
madness  and  violence  of  auch  men  as  John  Sber* 
man,  fien.  Wade,  and  Horace  Oreetey  ihan  be 
I'.umblf'd,  and  w!.i  n  w'.  -c  and  pntri  <l:i'  ptatesmon 
aluiU  be  looked  for  aud  ibuad  ad  guiuod  oad  couu- 


I  by  the  conquest  of  more  territory, 
'  and  bv  the  maintenance  at  all  hazards 
of  Slavery  in  Cuba,  etc.  —  and  that 
all  anti-Slavery  discussion  or  expos- 
tulation must  be  fiystematically  sup- 
pressed, as  sedition,  if  not  treason — 
such  was  the  gist  of  the  Southern 
requirement  A  Ioog4udred,  raving 
Abolitionist  in  the  furthest  North, 
according  to  *  conservative'  ideas,  not 
merely  disturbed  the  eqnili])rium  of 
Southern  socictv,  hut  undermined  the 
I  fabric  ofour!Xational  prosperity.  He 
must  be  squelched,'"  or  there  could 
be  no  further  Union.  Haman,  sur- 
rounded by  the  power  and  pomp  of 
his  dazzling  exaltation,  bitterly  says, 
''AH  this  availeth  me  nothing,  so 
long  as  I  see  Mordecai,  the  Jew,  sit- 
ting at  tho  ]<ing's  gate."** 

Hence  '  tlic  South'  would  accord  no 
time,  allow  no  canvass  bv  Nortliern 
men  of  the  Slave  States  in  tlie  hope 
of  disabusing  their  people  of  the 
prejudice  that  we  were  their  natural, 
implacable  enemies."  Thej  gave 
us  but  this  altematiTO— Consent  to 
Disunion— let  us  wrest  from  the  Be- 
pidjlic  such  portion  of  it  as  we  cho<.)^!e 
to  have — or  meet  us  in  tlie  shock  of 
battle  I  Your  country  or  your 
lifer 

— ^And  so  we  were  plunged  into 
the  horrors  of  CSvil  "War. 

selors  for  the  poaco  of  tho  nation,  then  may  we 
rejoioo  in  tho  prospect  of  restoring  our  country 
to  that  prooperi^  and  hap[miefla  which  we  had 
beflva  the  spirit  of  Abollttonlsm  and  oT  hate 
blasted  this  fair  heritage  of  our  fathi  rs.  L._'t 
the  entire  South  to  the  border,  including  Ken- 
tucky, Maryland,  Virginia,  and  Missouri,  take  a 
bold,  dignified,  and  patriotic  position,  and  de- 
mand aa  a  right  that  which  the  North — ledeemod 
itom  the  curse  of  Abolitiuuism — will  have  the 
magnanimity  and  gatriotiiiiu  to  yield." 

**  See  Judge  Woodwird's  speech,  page  3G4. 
"  See  Major  Heni7%  speech;  also  his  letter 
forbidding  G.  W.  Curtis's  kctnvsi  pages  363-t. 

"  Esther  v..  13. 

"  See  iScaator  Clingmau,  page  3*73. 
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XXVI. 

THE  niriOl^r— THE  OOKFEDEBAOT. 


If  Hudibras  was  right  in  lils  as- 
sumption, that  there  is  and  can  be  no 
fighting  where  one  party  gives  all  the 
l£>wB— ibB  jaQm  bdng  eontont  with 
meekly  and  patieni^reoeiyingthein — 
ihiBn  it  migbt  be  planidbly  oostended 
that  our  great  Civil  War  was  initia- 
ted by  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Sum- 
ter, or  by  the  attempt  to  supply  its 
famishing  garriiJon,  some  weeks  after 
Mr.  Lincoln's  inauguration.  But  Wit 
stands  opposed  to  Eeason  in  this  case, 
as  in  many  othen.  Tlie  firrt  at- 
tempt in  the  interest  of  Seoeaaion  to 
diapMaeaa  tJie  Union,  hy  forob,  of  any 
property  or  position  held  by  it,  even 
though  not  serionaly  oppoaed,  was  as 
tmlv  an  act  of  war  as  though  it  had 
been  desperately  resisted,  at  the  cost 
of  hundreds  of  lives. 

The  Secession  of  South  Carolina' 
was  hailed  with  instant  and  general 
exultation  by  the  plotteiB  of  Bisnnion 
in  nearly  ereiy  Blare  State.  There 
ivere  o^brationa,  with  parades,  mn- 
sic,  cannon-firing,  speeches,  etc,  on 
that  evojiing  or  the  following  day,  at 
Kew  Orleans,  Mobile,  MeTn])lil>4,  oto. 
Even  at  Wilmington,  Del.,  where  the 
Secessionists  were  few  indeed,  the 
event  was  honored  by  a  salute  of 
a  bnndred  guns.  Senator  Andrew 
Johnson  was  atill  more  honored,  on 
the  23d,  by  being  burned  in  effigy  by 
the  Secessionists  of  MemphiB.  Wliilc 
the  Xnrtlicrn  cllie.^  wcr'^  nnxiou^. 


10, 1860. 

*  3%«  CAoHMm  JAnMy  of  the  Std  nld: 

"Hie  parrison  in  our  harbor  will  nnt  ho 
The  reenforoetneat  of  tho  forta, 


apprehensive,  and  paralyzed,  it  was 
noted  that  at  Baltimore,  though  no 
formal  celebration  was  had,  people 
seemed  nHeved  and  oheerlhl;  the 
streets  were  gayly  crowded,  and  bnei- 
ness  was  better.  At  Washington,  Ifr. 
Gteiett,  of  Virginia,  exultingly  an- 
oonnced  the  fact  of  South  Carolina's 
secession  in  the  House;  .whereupon, 
three  or  four  Southrons  clapped  their 
liandr^.  There  was  no  further  public 
manifestation  in  Congress ;  and  none 
north  of  the  Virginia  line,  save  in 
Wilmington,  as  afixresaid. 

A  mere  handfiil  of  Federal  trbopb, 
under  Maj.  Bobert  Anderson,  watch- 
ed rather  than  garrisoned  the  forts  in 
Charleston  harbor.  Of  these,  Fort 
Moultrie,  thoun-h  the  older  and  weak- 
er,  was  mainly  tenanted  by  tlie  sol- 
diers, being  the  more  convenient  to 
the  city ;  but  it  could  not  have  been 
held  a  day  against  a  serious  assanlt. 
Its  garrison  fonnd  themaelTes  sud- 
denly surronnded  by  scowling,  dead- 
ly foes,'  too  numerous  to  ])e  resisted. 
During  the  night  of  the  2ntli,  Mnj. 
Anderson  properly  aiid  prudently 
transferred  his  entire  command  to 
Fort  Sumter,  taking  with  them,  or 
after  ihem,  all  provisions,  mimitions, 
etc.,  that  oonld  oonTeniently  be  trans- 
ported. The  removal  was  effected  by 
means  of  two  schoonen;,  which  made 
several  trips  during  the  night,  pass- 
ing directly  by  the  harbor  guard-boat. 


at  this  time  and  under  present  circunu<taiioee, 
niMBUi  ooSrckBi— ^wer.  Wbea  the  fortn  are  de- 
manded and  raftiMdtobedelirered  up  to  thoeete 

wl'.om  irivr.':tp{i  t]io  title  of  eminent  domain, 
and  for  whose  dcfenfie  and  protection  alone  Uiej 
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Kina,  snd  aSbedng  no  oonoeahnfliit. 
A  ftiU  moon  was  shmmg  in  a  dear 
aky.  When  all  that  could  be  had 
been  removed,  the  remaining  gun- 
carriages,  etc.,  were  burnt,  so  as  to 
prevent  tlieir  use  in  any  future  at- 
tack upon  Sumter.  No  resistance 
was  offered;  perhaps,  none  of  a  seri- 
ous nature  could  have  been ;  for  Maj. 
Andenon'a  aefc  was  evidently  nnan- 
tioipated  in  Gharleeton;  bnt  it  was 
grayely  complained  of  as  a  breach  of 
faitli — President  Buchanan,  it  was 
implied,  rather  than  distinctly  al- 
lef]^ed,'  havyip^  promised  that  the  mil- 
itary sfaftM  should  not  bo  clian<'od, 
witliout  due  notice.  The  news  of 
Anderson's  movement  sent  a  thrill 
through  the  hearts  of  many,  who  felt 
that  we  were  silently  drifting  toward 
a  sea  of  fraternal  blood. 

Almost  simultaneously  with  this 
transfer,  a  popidar  excitement  was 
aroused  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  by  infor- 
inatiou  that  an  order  had  been  re- 
ceived from  the  War  Department  for 

were  ceded  and  built  up;  and  when,  tbo  Fc<l- 
eral  Ooverament  showing  a  hostile  purpose,  it 
Bhall  bocorao  npoossary  aud  pniji.  r  for  ua  to  ob- 
tain pogsession,  then  it  will  be  rigiit  fur  the 
.world  and  Black  Ropu))licanism  to  expect  that 
tbfi  State^by  her  ai)thoritic<?,  \\\\\  move  in  the 
prendses.  jKople  will  obey  tite  ctdl  for  war, 

cml  Lt!cc  the  /aria." 

ITit  Charh-.ston  C<>iin>r  of  r>Aoera1>er  J,  ISGO, 
has  a  speech  by  Mr.  Edward  M'Crudy  at  a  Se- 
oeMtou  BMekiiig  in  tiiat  dify  *  few  days  pre- 
▼iously,  which  concludes  as  follows: 

"  I  do  not  counsel  any  precipitate  action ;  nor 
do  I  tame  anything  from  ^he  forts— 4liey  are 
ours,  not  merely  in  part.  They  were  placed 
there  on  our  «o5I  for  our  protection ;  and,  when- 
over  tho  s<  [iardlion  coinos,  they  must  fall  into 
our  posscsHion.  Tiioy  will  be  oura  as  surely  as 
we  Moede ;  and  we  wiU  aeoedo  aa  aorely  at  tiie 
fon  will  riaa  tcMoonow.'* 

*Tke  Charleston  Courier  of  the  29th  eald: 
''K^jor  Robert  Anderaoa,  United  States  Army, 
hm  adUeeedOtwtenviaUe  ditHnetion  of  opening 

civil  wnr  liyfxceen  Amerirnn  citiz'^Tis  by  an  art  of 
gross  Itrenrh  of  fait/i.  lie  him,  under  counsels 
of  a  panic,  deserted  his  post  at  Fort  ifoultrio, 
and,  under  Mae  pretax^  haa  tzanaftarad  hia 


an  extensive  transfer  of  anus,  espe> 
dally  of  heavy  ordnance,  from  the 

Alleghany  Arsenal  near  that  place  to 
tlie  South  and  South-West.*  That 
such  transferB  had  been  quietly  going 
on  for  montlis,  did  not  reconcile  the 
stanch  Re]Mil)Hean8  of  our  Ameri- 
can Birmingham  to  further  opera- 
tions of  the  kind,  now  palpably  in 
the  interest  of  Sontbem  treason.  A 
pnbUc  meeting  was  called ;  dispatches 
sent  to  Washingtan ;  and  an  order  ob- 
tained suspending  the  meditated  trans- 
fer. The  citizens'  meeting  was  held 
on  the  evening  of  the  27th ;  and  its 
resolves,  while  they  deprecate*!  any 
lawless  resistance  to  official  orders, 
called  urgently  on  the  President  to 
purge  his  Cabinet  of  everyone  known 
to  be  in  complicity  with  treason  or 
rebellion  against  the  Federal  Gov* 
ernnient  and  Union. 

John  B.  floyd.  Secretary  of  War, 
resigned  his  post  on  the  29th,  alleging 
the  course  of  the  President,  in  refus- 
ing to  order  Major  Anderson  back  to 

garriaon  and  military  atoraa  and  aappUss  to  Fort 

Sumter." 

And  The  Charleston  J/ereary  aaid; 

"  Major  Anderson  alleges  that  the  movenMDt 

was  made  without  orders,  and  upon  his  own  re- 
sponsibility, un<l  tliat.  ho  was  not  aware  of  such 
an  undcrstamlinj^.  Ho  is  a  geolleniun,  and  wo 
will  not  impii^^n  lii.<<  word  or  his  motives.  But  it 
is  doe  to  South  Carolina  and  to  good  faith  that 
the  act  of  tihis  officer  should  be  repudiated  by 
tho  Government,  ami  that  tho  tltN^  be  nmoved 
forlhwitli  from  Fort  Sumter." 

*  The  order  waa  as  follows : 

"  .Sond  immediately  to  Ship  Island,  near  Balizo, 
(mouth  of  MlssiflsippiX  46  cannon,  and  to  Gal« 
veaton  78  oann<m,'^namin|f  the  kinds. 

Tlio  EcliLdulo  was  an  follows: 
21  ten-iuclu'uluinhiads,  i:j,2liOU)3.  =  319,2001ba. 
21  ci^'ht-inrh     .lino       y,2ia  "  =:19».040  " 
J  :J  J  IKjuudors  (ir<m),     t.SfiO  "  =  29,000  " 

4G  to  Ship  Island. 

Tbtal  weight  of  Boetal,  64S,240Iba. 

23  ton-inrh  Columbiads,  l.'i.2f)0lbs.=r3  l9.G0n  lb.-«. 
4deight-iodi   ditto       9,240  "  =443.520  " 
Jf^SJ^ndora  (ironX     '',250  •*  as  60.750  ■* 

78  to  Galveston. 

Total  weight  of  metal,   843,870 Um. 
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Fort  MoDltrie,  as  his  reason.  He  as- 
serted that  had  pFomised  Sooth 
OaroliDavihat  no  change  should  be 

made  in  the  disposition  of  our  forces 
in  Charleston  harbor — wliiili  is  ex- 
ceedingly probable.  He  asked  per- 
mission to  "vindicate  our  honor,  and 
prevent  civil  war*'  by  ^vithdra^v^■^g 
the  Federal  garrison  altogether  from 
the  harbor  of  Charleston."  This  not 
being  aeootrded,  he  declared  that  he 
oonld  no  longer  hold  his  office, 
"under  my  convictions  of  patriotism, 
nor  M'ith  honor."  The  President 
mildly  accepted  his  resignation,  anS 
appointed  Joseph  Holt,  of  Ejentucky, 
to  sncceed  him. 

By  the  middle  of  December,  Hon. 
Caleb  Gushing,  of  Mabs,,  was  dis- 
patched to  Charleston  by  Ftesident 
Buchanan  as  a  Commissioner  or  oon- 
fidential  agent  of  the  SEeentive.  His 
errand  was  a  secret  one.  But,  so 
far  as  its  object  was  allowed  to  tran- 
spire, he  was  understood  to  be  the 
bearer  of  a  proffer  from  Mr.  Buchanan 
that  he  would  not  rocnforce  Major 
Anderson,  nor  initiate  any  hostilities 
against  the  Secessionists,  provided 
they  would  evince  a  like  pacific  spi- 
lit,  by  respecting  the  Federal  author- 
ity down  to  the  dose  of  his  Adminis- 
tnttion — now  but  a  few  weeks  distant. 
Gen.  Gushing  had  been  in  Charleston 
a  few  montlis  earlier  as  an  anti- 
Douglas  delegate  to,  and  President 
of,  the  Democratic  National  Gonven- 
tion,  and  then  stood  in  Wf^  favor 
with  her  aristocracy:  on  this  occa- 
sion, however,  he  was  soon  given  to 
Wderstar  I  tliat  he  had  ftllen  from 
grace;  that  his  appearance  in  the 
character  of  an  advocate  or  represen- 
tative of  Federal  aiithority  had  cast 
a  sudden  mildew  on  his  pc^ularity  in 
that  stronghold  of  Recession.  Ho 
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remained  bat  fiv«  honra  in  CSiarles- 
ton ;  having  learned  within  that  time 
that  the  r^eis  of  South  Carolina 
would  make  no  promises  and  enter 
intonoaixangements  which  did  not 
recognize  or  imj>ly  the  independence 
of  tlu'ir  State.  He  returned  directly 
to  Washingti)n,  where  his  report  was 
understood  to  have  been  the  theme 
of  a  stoxmy  and  protracted  Cabinet 
meeting. 

Directly  after  Hiyor  Anderson's 
removal  to  Fort  Sumter,  the  Federal 

arsenal  in  Charleston,  <|9ntuning 
many  thousand  .stand  of  arms  and  a 
considerable  quantity  of  military 
stores,  wiu^  seized  by  the  volunteers, 
now  flocking  to  that  city  by  direc- 
tion of  the  State  authorities ;  Castle 
Pinckney,  Fort  Hionltrie,  and  Sulli- 
van's Island,  were  likewise  occupied 
by  them,  and  their  defenses  vigor- 
ously enlarged  and  improved.  The 
Custom -House,  Post-Oflice,  etc.,  were 
likewise  a|)j)ropriated,  without  resist- 
ance or  commotion;  the  Federal  offi- 
cers having  them  in  charge  being 
original,  active,  and  ardent  Secession- 
ists. The  lights  in  the  light-houses 
were  extinguished,  and  the  buoys  in 
the  intricate  channel  of  the  harbor 
were  removed,  so  that  no  ocean  craft 
could  enter  or  depart  without  the 
guidance  of  a  special  ])ilot.  Addi- 
tional fortitications,  defending  the  , 
city  and  connnanding  the  harbor  ap- 
proaches, were  commenced  and  push- 
ed rapidly  forward;  some  of  them 
having  direct  reference,  offensive  and 
defensive,  to  Fort  Sumter.  And  still 
the  volunteers  came  pouring  in; 
nearly  all  from  the  interior  of  South 
Carolina;  though  abundant  proffers 
of  military  aid  were  received  from 
all  parts  of  the  South.  The  first 
company  from  another  State,  con- 
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BLsting  of  eighty  men,  was  organized 
in  Savannah,  and  reached  Charleston 
December  23d.  Capt.  N.  L.  Coste, 
of  the  U.  S.  reveinie  service,  in  com- 
mand of  the  cutter  William  Aiken, 
in  Oharleston  harbor,  tumed  her  oyer 
to  the  State  anthoritieB,  and  enlisted, 
with  his  crew,  in  the  Bwrice  of  South 
Carolina.  This  day,  the  Palmetto, 
or  South  Carolina,  flag  was  formally 
raised  over  the  Custom-IIoiise  and 
the  Post-Offico  at  Charleston ;  and 
it  was  announced  next  morning  that 
Gov.  Pickens  had  been  tendered  the 
aervioes  of  Tolnnteen  from  Georgia 
and  Alabama,  aa  well  aa  from  all 
parts  of  South  Garolina. 

Mr.  Jacob  Tliompson,  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  liaviiig  left  liis  post  to 
visit  North  Carolina  in  the  character 
of  a  Secession  Cnnnnissioner  from 
Missi.-sippi,  a  heavy  dotVilcation  waa 
discovered  *  in  his  Department.  A 
South  Carolina  derk  named  Godard 
Bailej,  who  was  costodian  of  a  laige 
amount  of  State  bonds  belonging  to 
the  Indian  Trust  Fund,  had  abstract- 
ed therefrom  bonds  and  coupons 
amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  $870,- 
00i>,  and  had  di-aj^jx'ared.  Mr. 
Thompson  was  notified  by  letter  of 
the  fraud,  and,  returning, "  called  at 
onoe  upon  tlio  President  to  announce- 
it  An  investigation  waa  forthwith 
ordered ;  but  neither  the  key  of  the 
safe  nor  the  clerk  who  had  cliarge  of 
it  could  be  found.  Mr.  Bailey  was 
at  length  discovered,  but  could  not 
or  would  not  produce  the  key.  The 
Department  was  tlien  surrounded  ]»y 
a  police  force,  which  no  clerk  \\'a.s 
allowed  to  pass,  the  safe  broken  open, 
and  the  extent  of  tbe  robbery  die- 
covered.  An  examination  of  Mr. 
Bailey  elicited  die  IbUowing  ftots : 


*  December  Mtfa. 


The  firm  of  Russell,  Majors  & 
Waddell  held  a  very  large  contract 
for  the  transportation  of  army  sup- 
plies from  Leaven \sorth  and  other 
points  on  the  Missouri  river  to  the 
army  stationed  at  Camp  Floyd,  in 
Utah ;  under  which  they  were  to  re- 
ceive from  the  Treasury  about  one 
million  dollars  per  annum.  The  con- 
tractors being  pressed  for  funds,  Mr. 
Floyd  had  been  induced  to  accept 
their  drafts  on  his  department,  in  an- 
ticipation of  future  service,  to  the 
amount  of  nearly  or  quite  a  million 
«fdolIarB.  These  acceptances,  being 
manifestly  irregular,  could  with  difl> 
culty,  and  but  to  a  moderate  extent^ 
be  negotiated ;  so  that  the  embarrass- 
ment of  the  contractors  was  thereby 
scarcely  mitigated.  lender  these  cir- 
cumstances, it  appears,  Mr.  Kussell 
had  been  made  acquainted  with  Mr, 
Bailey,  and  had,  by  some  means,  in- 
duced the  latter  to  supply  him  with 
a  huge  amount  of  bonds  fliom  the 
safe  under  his  control,  substituting 
therefor  Mr.  Floyd's  acceptances 
aforesaid.  Tlic  bonds  he  had  hypo- 
thecated in  Wall-street  and  raised 
monev  thereon.  As  our  national  skv 
darkened,  the  bonds  de])reciated,  and 
the  lenders  called  on  Mr.  liussell  for 
additional  security,  which  he  fur- 
nished in  the  shape  of  more  bonds^ 
supplied  by  Bail^;  who,  finding 
himself  inextricably  involved,  ad- 
dressed, on  the  18th,  a  letter  to  Secr^ 
tary  Thompson,  disclosing  the  more 
material  facts,  and  pleading  that  he 
had  taken  the  bonds  onlv  to  save  the 
honor  of  Secretarv  Flovd,  which,  ho 
was  assured,  had  been  compromised 
by  his  advances  to  Bnasen  A^Co, 
He  did  this  on  the  frdth  of  promises 
that  all  sh9uld  be  made  right  in  due 


•Beoembcr  26th. 
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Beason:  but,  being  called  upon  by  j  tion  that  the  course  on  which  the 
the  Indian  Bureau  for  the  coupons,  '  President  had  decided  was  a  fiitally 


payable  January  1st,  on  the  abstracted 
securities,  lie  found  himself  unable  to 
respond,  and  was  driven  to  a  confes- 
Biou.  The  GoTernment  being  at 
that  moment  pennHess,  the  revenue 
fihrank  to  less  than  hatf  its  ordinary 
Jimmyinna  by  tfie  stoppage  of  im- 
poitations,  and  the  necessity  for  bor- 
rowing urgent,   this  development, 


casting:  doubt  on  tlic 


integntv 


of 


men  high  in  authority,  gave  a  stag- 
gering blow  to  the  public  credit. 
The  Grand  Jury  at  Washington  in- 
dicted* Floyd  on  two  oounta:  first, 
toot  malfeasance;  second,  for  conspi- 
racy with  Bailej  and  ItusscU  to  de- 
fraud the  Government ;  hut  he  was 
by  this  time  far  from  that  city,  ulv 
sorbed  in  tlie  work  of  luring  Virginia 
into  the  toils  of  treason. 

The  disintegration  of  the  Cabinet 
had  commenced  so  early  as  December 
10th,  when  Mr.  Howd^  Oobb,  thor- 
oughly in  ihe  oomifleils  of  the  seces- 
sSonistS)  resigned  the  control  of  the 
Treasoiy,  whereof  the  bankrupt  and 
hopeless  condition  supplied  him  with 
an  excuse,  though  not  the  reason,  for 
his  retirement.  Mr.  Philip  FrancLi 
Thomas,  of  Md.,  previously  Commis- 
sioner of  Patents,  was  appointed  in 
his  stead*  GeiL  Lcfwis  Cass  resigned 
the  post  of  Secretary  of  State  on  the 
14tb,  directly  after  a  long  and  ex- 
citing Cabinet  Mssion.  He  did  bo 
because  he  could  not  consent  to  ren- 
der himself  responsible  for,  or  be  im- 
plicated in,  the  President's  refusal  to 
reenfurce,  provision,  and  sustain  Maj. 
Anderson  and  his  little  force,  holding 
the  forts  in  Charleston  harbor.  He 
did  not  rush  into  the  newspapers ; 
yet  he  made  no  secret  of  his  convio- 


1  On  the  30tk 


mistaken  one,  and  led  directly  to 
National  subversion  and  ruin.  At- 
torney-General Black — a  lifelong  and 
intimate  penonal  iUend  of  ilie  Pjreal- 
dent — ^took  charge,  by  his  direction, 
of  the  State  Department. 

Messrs.  R.  W.  Barnwell,- James  L. 
Orr,  and  ex-Gov.  Adams,  Commis- 
sioners from  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina, reached  Washington  on  the 
2Cth,  under  instructions  to  negotiate 
with  the  Federal  Executive  a  parti- 
tion of  aU  the  properties  and  inter- 
ests of  the  sovereign  and  independent 
State  of  South  Ouolina  in  the  Union 
from  which  she  had  seceded.  .Every 
one  of  them  knew  perfectly  that  the 
President  had  no  more  constitutional 
power  or  right  to  enter  upon  such  a 
negotiation  than  he  had  to  cede  the 
country  bodily  to  liussia,  France,  or 
Great  Britain.  They  were,  of  coui^, 
received  civilly,  and  treated  respect- 
folly,  bnt  informed  that  the  President 
could  only  regard  and  meet  them  as 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  They 
left,  on  their  return,  nine  days  after- 
ward ;  sending  farewell  lettei-s  to  the 
President,  which  are  scarcely  average 
samples  of  diplomatic  suavity. 

Georgia  having  given"  a  large  popu- 
lar majority  for  Secession,  her  an- 
thofities  immediately  took  militaiy 
possession  of  .the  Federal  tenmtX  at 
Augusta,  aa  also  of  Forts  Pulaski  and 
JaoksOn,  commanding  the  apfHwaches 
by  sea  to  Savannah. 

North  Carolina  had  not  voted  to 
secede,  yet  Gov.  Ellis  sinniltaneously 
seized  the  U.  S.  Arsenal  at  Fayette- 
ville,  with  Fort  Macon,  and  other 
fortifieatioDS  commanding  the  ap- 
proaches to  Beanlbfrt  and  Wilming- 


*Januai7  2,  1861. 
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ton.  HaYing  done  bo,  Got.  £. 
coolly  wrote  to  the  War  Department 
that  he  had  taken  tlie  t^tep  to  pre- 
serve the  furts  from  seizure  by  mobs ! 

In  Aliibarna,  the  Federal  arsenal 
at  Mobile  waB  seized  on  the  4t]i,  by 
order  of  Gov.  Moore.  It  cciitaincd 
large  quantities  of  anns  and  imiui- 
tions.  Fort  Morgan,  commanding 
the  approaches  to  Ifohile,  was  like- 
wise seized,  and  gamsoned  by  State 
troops. 

The  steamer  Star  of  the  West  left 
New  York  iinannonnced,  (lurin<;  the 
night  of  January  5th,  ludeu  with  re- 
enforcements  and  supplies  for  Fort 
Sumter.  A  dispatch  from  that  city 
reached  the  South  Carolina  authori- 
ties next  day,  advising  them  of  her 
destination  and  objects.  Secretary 
Thompson  likewisejlent  a  di^tdi 
from  Washington  to  the  same  cflTect, 
directly  after  leaving  the  Cabinet 
council  in  which  he  had  ascertained 
the  facts.  He  resigned  his  otiice  on 
the  8th,  asserting  that  the  attempt  to 
recnforce  Fort  Sumter  was  a  viola- 
tion of  the  promises  of  the  Exeentive. 
The  Star  of  the  West,  having  250 
soldiers  and  ample  providons  on 
board,  appeared  off  the  bar  at  Charles- 
ton on  the  9th.  Attempting  to 
steam  up  the  harbor  tn  Fort  Sumter, 
she  was  fired  upon  from  Fort  Moul- 
trie and  a  battery  on  Morris  Island, 
and,  being  struck  by  a  shot,  put 
abont,  and  left  for  New  York,  with- 
out even  commimieating  with  Major 
Anderson. 

In  Louisiana,  the  Federal  arsenal 
at  Baton  Kouge  was  seized  by  order 
of  Gov.  Moore  on  the  11th.  Forts 
Jackson  and  St,  Philip,  commanding 
the  passage  up  the  Mississippi  to 
New  Orleans,  and  Fort  Pike,  at  the 
entrance  of  Lake  Poutchartraiu,  were 


likewise  sttaed  and  garrisoned  bj 
State  tfOopSb  The  Federal  Mint  and 

Custom-House  at  New  Orleans  were 
left  untouched  until  February  Ist^ 
when  they,  too,  were  taken  poSBessioiL 
of  by  the  State  authorities. 

In  St.  Louis,  the  Custom-IIouse,  • 
Sub-Treasury,  and  Post  Office  were 
garrisoned  by  a  handfiil  of  Federal 
soldiers  as  a  protection  against  a 
similar  movement. 
•  Mr.  Thomas,  after  a  very  few  days' 
service  x^slgned  control  of  the  Tresr 
sury,  and  was  succeeded  by  Gen. 
John  A,  Dix,  of  New  York. 

In  Florida,  Fort  Barrancas  and  the 
Navy  Yard  at  Pensacola  were  seized 
by  Florida  and  Alabama  forces  on 
the  Idth;  Conmiander  Armstrong 
Burrendmng  them  without  a  strag- 
gle. He  ordered  Lieut.  Slemmer, 
likewise,  to  surrender  Forts  Pickens 
and  McKae ;  but  the  intrepid  subor- 
dinate defied  the  order,  and,  with- 
drawing his  small  force  irora  Fort 
McRue  to  the  stronger  and  less  ac- 
cessible Fort  Pickens,  announced  his 
detersdnatiott  to  hold  ont  to  the  last 
He  was  soon  after  besieged  therein 
by  a  formidable  volunteer  force ;  and 
a  dispatch  from  Pensacola  announced 
that  Fort  McB^  is  being  occupied 
and  the  gnns  manned  by  the  allied 
forces  of  Florida,  Alabama,  and  Mis- 
sissippi." 

Col.  Uayue,  as  agent  of  Gov. 
Pickens,  reached  WaAlngton  on  the 
12th;  and  on  the  16th  demanded  the 
surrender  of  Fort  Sumter,  as  essen- 
tial to  a  good  understanding  hctween 
the  two  nations  of  South  CaroUna 
and  the  Ignited  States.  Tlic  Legis- 
lature of  tlic  former  had,  on  the  14th, 
formally  resolved,  that  "any  attcnii)t 
by  the  Federal  Govermnent  to  reen- 
force  Fort  Sumter  will  be  regarded 
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Bfl  an  act  of  open  hostility,  and  a  de- 
claration of  war." 

The  revenue  cutter  Cass,  stationed 
at  Mobile,  was  turned  over  by  Capt. 
J.  J.  Morrison  to  the  authorities  of 
AUbamaattiieendof  Januaiy.  The 
HcClellan,  Capt.  Braeihwood,  etatioii- 
ed  on  the  lliadnippi  below  Keif  Ot^ 
leanfly  was,  in  like  manner,  handed 
over  to  those  of  Louisiana.  Gen.  Dix 
had  pent  down  a  special  airoiit  to  pc- 
cure  them,  but  he  was  too  late.  The 
telegrajth  disj)atch  whereby  Gen.  Di.x 
directed  him,  "  If  any  person  attempts 
to  haul  down  the  American  flag,  shoot 
him  on  the  spot,"  sent  an  electric 
thrill  ihrongh  the  loyal  heart  of  the 
country. 

Finally,  tidings  reached  "Washing- 
ton, about  the  end  of  February,  that 
Brig.-Gen.  Twiggy,  commanding  the 
de]>artment  of  Texas,  liad  disgrace- 
fully betrayed  his  trust,  and  turned 
over  his  entire  army,  with  all  *  tlie 
posts  and  fortifications,  arms,  mnni- 
tions,horBes,eqnipmentB,etc.,to  Gen. 
Ben.  MKIhillodi,  representing  the  an- 
ihorities  of  Texas,  now  fully  launched 
upon  the  rushing  tide  of  treason. 
The  Union  lost  by  that  single  act  at 
least  half  its  military  force,  witli  the 
State  of  Texas,  and  the  control  of  our 
Mexican  frontier ;  while  two  millions 

•  The  following-  is  a  list  of  the  property  giTen 
up  to  Uie  State  ol  Toxas  by  (Icn.  Twiggs: 
1,800  mules,  valued  at  $50  each  .   .  $90,000 
600  wagons,   "    •«  140   "    .   .  70,000 
990  hones,         •*  150   "    .   .  142,600 
500  harness,   "     "     50    "    .    .  86,000 
TooIh,  wugon  materials,  iron,  nails, 

horse  and  mule-aboM    ....  250.000 

Cioni  (at  this  port)   7,000 

Clothing   ,    ,    .    .  160,000 

(V.nirtii^?ury  stores    ......  7r>,i.iOM 

OrduaiivXi  stores  .......  400, uOu 


Total  $1,209,500 

eTHupivc  of  public  buildings  to  whicli  the  Fed- 
eral <  iuvorument  has  ii  title.  Much  of  the  pnip- 
erty  is  estimated  at  the  original  cost,  its  value  in 
TnMM  bsing  math  gwlsr,  and  wwlh  to  ths 


of  dollars  could  hardly  have  replaced, 
m  that  crisis,  the  property  thus  iik^hed 
from  the  Kepublic.  And,  to  add  to 
the  extent  of  the  disaster,  the  ship 
Star  of  the  West,  which,  ailer  its  re- 
tum  from  its  abortive  miseion  to  Fort 
Sumter,  was  dispatched,  laden  with 
munitions  and  supplies^  &r  the  annj 
of  the  frontier,  went  into  the  harbor 
of  Indianola  utterly  nn8U6j)icit)U3  of 
the  transformation  which  had  been 
there  effected,  and  became  "  an  easy 
prey  to  the  exultant  Rebels. 

The  defensive  fortitications  located 
within  the  seceding  States  were  some 
thir^  in  number,  mounting  over  three 
thousand  guns,  and  having  cost  at 
least  Twenty  IfOlions  of  dollan. 
Kearly  all  these  had  been  seized  and 
appropriated  by  the  Confederates  be- 
fore Ml'.  Lincoln's  inauguration,  witli 
the  exception  olTortre.-:^  Monroe  (Vir- 
ginia), Fort  Sumter  (South  Carv.»lina), 
Fort  Pickens  (Florida),  and  tlie  fort- 
resses on  Key  West  and  the  Tortn- 
gas»  off  the  Florida  coast  To  offiet 
these,  they  had  fbll  possession  of  Fort 
Macon,  North  Carolina,  though  that 
State  had  utterly  refused  to  unite  in 
the  conspiracy,  with  the  extensive  and 
costly  Navy  Yard  at  Peusacola,  and 
I  tlie  Southern  Arsenals,  which  their 
Floyd    liad  crammed  '*  with  anus 

State  at  least  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollMa.— 
San  Ani9ido  EeraU,  Feb.  23d. 

»  April  20^  1861. 

"  ICr.  BdwMd  A.  PdlMd,  in  lita  "BontlMra 

[Rebel]  History  of  the  "War,"  page  40,  thus  sums 
up  the  cheap  initial  conquests  of  tlie  Confederacy : 
"On  the  incoming  of  the  Administration  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  on  the  4th  of  March,  the  rival 
povprnnientof  the  South  had  perfected  itsorgani- 
,  zaticn;  1 1 10  Heparntion  had  been  widened  nnd  en- 
venomed by  the  ambidexteri^aQd  perfidv  of  Pres- 
ident Budiaiuui;  tke  Sonthem  psopls,  how«ver, 
Btill  hoped  for  a  peacefnl  accomplishment  of  their 
independence,  nnd  deplored  war  hetw  cen  the  two 
sections,  as  'a  [-iiliry  il.'trimental  to  the  civili/.cd 
world.'  The  revolution,  in  the  mean  time,  had 
iqpid]/ gtthMsd,  not  odj  in  inonl  powsr,  bat  fa 


Digitized  by  Google 


« 


414 


THE  AMERICAN  CONFLICT. 


and  munitions  with  direct  reference 
to  this  contingency."  Add  to  these 
the  Armj  of  the  Frontier,  witli  'all 
its  arras,  munitions?,  trains,  animals, 
and  pro\'i8ions,  with  the  Southern 
revenue-cutters,  Mints,  Custom-Hous- 
esy  Sab-Tveasiiries,  etc.  (cm  lialf  a 
miSion  of  dollan  in  gold  luKvmg  been 
seized  in  that  atlfew  Orleans  slone); 
and  it  may  be  safely  estimated  that 
the  Rebellion  had  possessed  itself  of 
Thirty  Millions'  wortli  of  Federal 
property  before  Mr.  Buchanan  left 
the  "White  House;  which  was  in- 
creased to  Forty  Millions  ])y  the  sei- 
zure of  Harper's  i'erry  Arsenal,  and 
the  Noifolk  ITavy  Yazd,  with  its 
ships  of  war,  mnnitionS)  and  two 
thousand  cannon,  before  a  single  blow 
was  struck  on  the  side  of  the  Union. 

The  Convention  of  South  Carolina 
called,"  on  motion  of  Mr.  K.  Barn- 
well Rhctt,  a  Convention  of  such 
slaveholding  States  as  should,  mean- 
time, have  seceded  from  the  Union, 
to  meet  at  Montgomery,  Alabama, 
Febmary  4th,  which  was  acceded  to.' 

t?io  moans  of  war  and  muniments  of  defense. 
Fnrt  Moultrio  and  Castlo  Pinckneyhad  tjecncip- 
fura^bj the  SouUiCaroUoa troops;  fort Puiaski, 
fhe  defense  of  the  Sttva&nah,  had  been  lofeen;  the 

Arsenal  at  'Nroiint  Vernon,  Alaliama,  with  20,000 
Btand  of  arms,  liud  been  ^fi.-"  /  liy  the  .Alabama 
trcxjpa;  Furt  Morgan,  in  Moliile  Bay,  h.ad  bt'en 
taken;  Forts  Jackaon,  St  Philip^  and  Pike,  near 
Kev  Oileana,  had  been  eaphmd  bf  the  Loidsi* 
ana  troops ;  the  New  Orlcnns  Mint  .nnd  Custiim- 
Housc  had  been  tnkfn;  the  Little  R'x  k  Arsenal  had 
been  .*et:ai  hy  the  Arkansas  troops  [though  Ar- 
kansas had  refused  to  secede] ;  and,  on  tl^  ICth 
of  Febraary,  Qen.  Twiggs  had  inms/ared  the 
public  property  in  ToxM  to  the  State  authoritioa. 
All  of  thusc  c  .  euts  had  been  arvomplished  with- 
out blood.shod.  Abolitionism  aii<l  Fanaticism  had 
not  jot  lapped  blood.  But  reflecting  men  saw 
that  the  peace  was  deoeitAil  and  temporizing; 
that  the  temper  of  the  North  was  impatient  and 
dark;  and  that,  if  all  liistory  was  not  a  lie,  the 
lirst  incident  of  bl<xxlshed  would  lie  the  pre- 
lude to  a  war  of  mon.strou.9  projwrtions." 

"  Mr.  EL  PoUard,  aforesaid,  writing  his  '  South- 
era*  IIi8tai7  of  the  struggle  at  KthaiumA^  after 
hariag  been  in  pabBo  tm<giajwmi  aftWaaUi^ 


The  Convention  took  place  accord* 
ingly,  and  a  provisional  framework 
of  government  was  adopted  for  "  the 
Confederate  States  of  America"  on 
the  9th;  which  wag  pupcrscded  ])y  a 
permanent  Constitution,'*  suh.-^tantial- 
ly  a  copy  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
except  in  therfe  particnlars:  The 
Preddent  and  Tice-Bresident  are 
chosen  for  nx  yean ;  and  the  Presi- 
dent may  not  be  reflected  while  in 
office.  He  mav  not  remove  from 
office  an y  functionarie-;,  Init  ineiulters 
of  his  Cabinet,  witlnnit  referring  tlie 
same,  with  his  rea.sons  therefor,  to 
the  Senate.  The  heads  of  depart- 
ments may  each,  by  law,  be  accorded 
a  seat  on  the  floor  of  cdther  Hoose, 
-with  the  priyilege  of  discuaang  an^ 
measures  pertaining  to  liis  depart- 
ment. This  Constitution  farther 
provides  that 

"  Ko  bonnticfl  shall  be  prranted  from  tha 
Treasu^N  nor  aliaU  any  duties  or  taxes  on 
iuiportatioas  be  levied  to  promote  or  foster 
any  bnincli  of  industry." 

The  citizens  of  each  State  •  *  *  ♦  giigH 
hare  the  right  of  tnnrit  and  sqjonm  in  any 

ton  throughout  Buchanan's  AdministratioD,  him- 
self one  ef  Um  origbal  trailoffs^  and  al«mra  in 
their  oounaol^  asja: 

"  It  had  been  supposed  that  the  Southern  peo^ 
pie,  poor  In  manufhcturos  88  they  were,  and  in  Uw 
hasto  for  the  mi^'hty  njtiti  nt  that  waa  to  ongiie, 
would  find  tliemHelvLd  but  illy  provided  with 
aims  to  contend  with  an  enemy  rich  in  th6 
means  and  munitions  of  war.  This  disadvantage 
had  been  provided  ag^nst  by  the  timely  act  of 
one  man.  Mr.  Floyd,  of  VirpiniLi,  when  Secre- 
tary of  War  under  Mr.  Burhanan's  Administra- 
tion, had,  by  a  single  order,  effected  the  transfer 
of  1 15,000  improved  muskets  and  riilee  from  tha 
Sprinij^eld  Armofy  and  Waler^et  Arsenal  to 
(liirorent  Arsenals  at  the  South.  Adding  to  these 
tho  number  of  arms  distributed  by  the  Federal 
Government  to  tho  States  in  preceding  years  of 
our  bistony,  and  those  purafamed  by  the  States 
aod  dtizsQSi  It  was  saMy  estimatod  tiut  the 
Soutli  entered  upon  the  war  wit!i  ot-.o  hundred 
and  tlRy  thousand  small  arms  of  Uie  most  ap- 
proved modon  pattern  and  the  hast  la  tt« 
world." 


nth.  >*AdBplsd]laNhlI«h. 
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Btnto  of  this  Confedcrftpy  with  their  shives 
and  other  property ;  and  the  right  of  pro- 
perty in  sttd  daTes  ahall  not  thcirebj  be  im- 
paired." 

"  No  bhivo  or  other  person  held  to  service 
or  labf)r  in  any  8tato  or  territory  of  the 
Coiifi  derate  States,  under  the  laws  thereof, 
e-st!:i{iiiii^  or  lawftdly  carried  into  another, 
hhall,  ia  consequeiu'e  of  any  law  or  regnla- 
tion  tber^in,  be  diackarffed  from  mob  ser- 
-vioe  or  labor,  bat  tball  be  delhrered  up  on 
claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such  slnvo  bo- 
loDga,  or  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  may 
be  doe.** 

"The  Confederate  States  may  acquire 
new  territory  *  *  *  *  in  all  such  territory 
the  institution  of  negro  Slavery,  as  it  now 
exiatB  in  the  Coiifcdi^rate  States,  sljull  ho 
recognized  and  proioctcd  by  Congress  and 
by  the  territorial  government;  and  the  in- 
liahitants  of  tiio  several  Confederate  States 
and  territories  shall  liavo  the  right  to  take 
to  such  territory  any  slaves  lawfully  held 
by  tbem  in  any  of  the  States  or  territories 
'4^  the  Gonfederate  States." 

Jetierson  Dun  is,  of  Mississippi,  was, 
1)7  the  Congress,  unanimously  elected 
Pkeddent,,  and  .Alexander  H.  8te- 
phoiS)  of  Geoigia,  Yioe-Preaidenty  of 
the  ConfiBderacjfor  theenrrent  year  ; 
and  they,  too,  were  reelected,  without 
dissent,  for  a  full  tenn  of  six  years,  by 
a  popular  vote  in  the  enBuin^  Au- 
tumn. 

Mr.  Davis  reached  Montoromerv 
on  the  17th  by  a  special  train  from 
Jackaon,  his  }>rogress  being  one  oon- 


tinual  ovation.  He  made  twenty- 
five  speeches  '*  on  the  route  to  enthu- 
siastic crowds,  and  T\-a9  welcomed  on 
bis  arrival  at  Mout|romery  by  a  vast 
concourse.  He  was  inaugurated  next 
day  with  mo-;t  iraposing  ceremonies. 

Mr.  Davis's  Inaugural  was  a  tem- 
perate and  carefully  studied  docu- 
ment. Assuming  the  rigbt  of  Seces- 
sion as  inherent  in  "the  sovereign 
States  now  composing  this  Confede- 
raey,".to  be  exercued  whenever,  in 
their  judgment,  the  compact  by 
which  they  acceded  to  the  Union 
"has  been  pervei-ted  from  tho  pur- 
poses for  which  it  was  ordained,  and 
ceased  to  answer  the  ends  for  which 
it  was  estal)lished,''  and  that  its  exer- 
cise "  merely  asserted  the  right  which 
the  Bedaratioa  of  ind^wndence  of 
1Y76  defined  to  be  inalienable,"  he 
aven  of  their  recent  acti<m  that  '*it 
is,  by  the  abuse  of  language,  that 
their  act  lias  been  denominated  revO' 
lution."  They  ft)rmed  a  now  alii- 
anc^'^^  he  continues,  [ignoring  tlicir 
solemn  compact  in  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution by  wliich  they  had  cove- 
nanted wifli  each  othier  that  ^ITo 
State  Bha]l  enter  into  any  treaty,  al- 


2ViM  DtUa.  (New  Orleans)  of  Pebruary 
16;  ooDtaini  fhe  ftUgwing  telegnqphio  qmopaia 
of  Mr.  Davis's  epeBch  on  levriQg  Jadkimi  Ibr 

JContgomery: 

"  He  alluded  to  tho  difOcidtics  of  constructing 
anew  goromment,  and  how  these  diflBcolties  are 
enhanced  by  the  threatening  elements  in  the 
North.  It  may  be  that  we  v/ill  be  confronted  by 
vrar,  that  tho  attempt  will  bo  mado  to  blockade 
our  ports;  to  starve  us  out;  but  they  know  little 
of  the  Southern  heart,  of  Southern  endurance. 
Ko  amount  of  priTation  ooold  force  us  to  remain 
in  a  Union  on  unequal  terms.  England  and 
Fruuc:!  would  not  allow  our  great  BtJiplo  to  bo 
dammed  up  within  our  present  Umits;  the  starv- 
ing thoosandfl  in  their  nddst  would  not  allow  it. 
We  have  nothing  to  a|iprehend  from  blockade. 
Bat,  if  they  attempt  inraston  by  land,  we  maal 
take  the  tear  out  of  our  territortj.  If  w  ;ir  must 
come^  U  must  b«  iipon  Northern,  cmd  not  upon 
Mb«iH«0A  latemaMittMbtflbvinfe 


prepared  to  grant  us  peace,  to  recognize  our 
equelify,  aUis  w«IL" 

Anil  tho  followinp^  oxtmot  from  orn  of  fhofm 
speeches,  made  at  Stevenson,  Alabama,  foitlifully 
embodies  fhe  jojrons  entidpatioiiiB  irith  wfakh 
tho  struggle,  then  imittiiMDti  was  ennmeimedt 

by  tho  Confederates: 

"  Your  Border  St.itcs  will  gladly  come  into 
tho  Soutlicrn  ConfcdcTacv  within  sixtv  diivM.  as 
wo  will  be  their  only  friends.  England  will  re- 
cognize US,  sad  e  glorioua  fViture  is  before  os. 
The  grass  will  grow  in  the  Xorthem  cities, 
where  tho  pavements  liave  been  worn  oft'  by  tho 
trond  of  commert-e.  We  will  i  nrrv  war  where 
it  ia  easy  to  advanoe — whore  fi^tod  for  tho  sword 
and  torch  await  our  armies  in  the  densely  popn> 
latod  cities;  and  though  they  [the  enemrj  may 
come  and  spoil  our  crops,  we  can  raise  tiu-m  an 
Vii  fnrc;  while  thoy  cannot  rear  the  cities  which 
took  jrears  of  industiy  and  miUions  of  money  to 
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liance^  or  con  frdt^ratiim .""]  Tlie  Fede- 
ral Qoveramcnt  is  termed  by  him 
the  agent  through  whom  thej  oom- 
mnnicated  with  fbroign  iuitioiifl>'' 
which  th^haye  now  ''changed" — 
tluit  is  alL  Li  short,  the  chief  of  the 
Confederacy  talks  as  though  his  peo- 
ple had  acted  in  a  very  natural  and 
coinnion-plat'e  manner  in  voting  for 
President  of  the  United  States,  and 
then,  being  beaten  in  the  contest,  se- 
ceding from  the  Union,  framing  a 
new  Confederacy,  and  electing  him 
President  for  the  ensuing  term,  for 
which  they  had  failed  to  elect  Major 
Breckinridge.  And,  as  they  had 
cotton  to  sell,  which  tho  North,  with 
nearly  all  other  eivili/ed  countries, 
wi>h(Ml  to  buy,  their  policy  was  ne- 
cessarily one  of  peace ;  and  he  argued 
that  the  old  Union  would  inevitably 
and  gladly,  for  cotton's  sake,  if  for 
no  other,  cultivate  peace  witli  them. 

There  was  an  undertone  in  this 
Inaugural,  however,  which  plainly 
evinced  that  the  author  expected 
Ti(*thiiijj  of  the  sort.  "  If  we  mav  not 
hope  to  itvoid  war,"  says  Mr.  Davi;*, 
*'  we  may  at  least  expect  that  poster- 
ity will  acquit  us  of  having  needlessly 
engaged  in  it."  ''We  have  entered 
npon  ft  career  of  independence,  and 
it  fwud  be  infleziblj  pursued  thixyngh 
manyyeeart  of  controversy  with  onr 
late  associates  of  the  Northern 
States."  llence,  lie  very  properly 
called  upon  his  Congress,  in  addition 
to  the  services  of  the  Militia,  to  pro- 
vide for  a  NaN'y,  and  "  a  well-instruct- 
ed, disciplined  Army,  more  numer- 
008  than  would  usaidly  be  required 
as  ft  peaee  establishment" — which 
was  patting  quite  as  fine  a  pdnt  on 
it  as  the  truth  would  warrant. 

Kr.  Davis  carefully  refrained  from 


any  other  allusiim  to  Slavery,  or  tho 
causes  of  estrangement  between  the 
North  and  the  South,  than  the  fol- 
lowing: 

"With  a  Constitution  difTering  only  from 
that  of  onr  fatlicTH  in  ho  lar  us  it  is  ex])Iana- 
tory  of  their  well-known  inlf  ut,  Ireecl  from 
sectional  contiicts,  which  have  interfered 
witli  the  pursuit  of  the  general  welfare,  it  19 
not  unreaBonable  to  expect  that  tho  States 
from  wliit'h  we  have  parted  inuy  sci-k  to 
unite  their  fortuueB  to  ours,  under  the  Gov- 
ernment nYAcYi  we  bave  institnted.  For 
x\\\\  your  Constitution  makes  adcqmito  pro- 
vision: but  bojond  this,  if  I  mistake  not, 
the  Jaagtnent  and  will  of  the  people  are,  that 
union  with  the  States  from  which  they  have 
.separated  is  neither  practicable  nor  desirable. 
To  increase  the  power,  devcloptlio  resourcee^ 
ami  promote  tlu'  happiness  of  tho  Confede- 
racy, it  is  reijuisito  there  should  bo  so  much 
homogeneity  that  the  welfare  of  every  por- 
tion should  bo  the  aim  of  the  whole.  Where 
this  does  not  exist,  antagonisms  are  eugeu- 
dered,  which  miuftaod  aboQld  reaoltinaepa- 
ration."  • 

Mr.  Stephens,  tlto  Yioe-President 
of  tho  '  Confederacy,'  proved  far  less 
reticent  and  more  candid.  Ou  his 
return  from  the  Convention  or  Oon- 
gresa  whereby  the '  Confederacy'  had 
been  cemented,  and  he  chosen  its 
Vice-President,  he  was  required  to 
address  a  vast  as>pml)lage  at  Savan- 
nah," and  did  .*o  in  e]ul)orate  exposi- 
tion and  defense  of  the  new  Confede- 
rate Constitution.  After  claiming 
that  it  preserved  all  tliat  was  dear 
and  desirable  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution, while  it  embodied  very  essen- 
tial improvements  on  that  docmnent, 
in  its  prohibition  of  Protective  Duties 
and  Internal  Improvements  by  Con- 
federate authority ;  in  its  proifer  to 
Cahinet  ^ilinisters  of  Beat.>  in  either 
House  of  Congress,  with  the  riglit  of 
dehate ;  and  in  forhidding  the  reelec- 
tion of  a  President  while  in  ofilce, 
Mr.  Stephens  proceeded : 

'*  Bat,  not  to  h«  tedious  in  enamerattng 

the  numerous  changes  for  tho  better,  allow 
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m6  to  allndo  to  one  other — though  last,  not 
leaat :  the  new  Constitution  bM  pot  at  rest 
/orerer^  the  agitating  questiont  relating  to 
our  pocMiIiar  institution — At'rii  an  Sluvcry  as 
it  exists  among  us-^the  proper  ttatut  of  the 
n^fro  m  our  form  of  omikationr)  Tk{$  tem 
the  immrdiate  cause  of  the  laU  rupture  and 
the  present  retolution.  JetTerson,  in  his 
forecast,  had  anticipated  thin,  as  the  ^rock 
npon  which  the  old  Union  would  split.'  He 
was  right.  What  was  conjecture  with  him 
is  now  a  realized  fact.  But  whether  he 
eomprehendod  the  great  tnith  upon  which 
that  rock  $tood  and  standg,  may  bo  doubted. 
ns  prerailing  idem  entertaitud  by  him  and 
mott  of  the  leading  Uatesmen  at  the  time  iff 
ihe  formation  of  the  old  Conetitution  vere, 
that  the  entlavement  of  the  African  wa»  in 
tielathn  of  the  lam  of  nature;  that  it  wot 
wfwg  in  principle^  socially,  morally,  and 
poUtiealiy.  It  was  an  evil  they  knew  not 
veil  how  to  deal  with ;  but  the  general 
o^nion  of  the  men  of  that  daj  was,  that, 
somehow  or  other,  in  tlie  order  of  Provi- 
dence, the  institution  wimld  ho  evanescent 
•ad  pass  away.  Thh  'u\cti,  tliou^'h  not  in- 
corporated in  the  C"oiistitutii>n,  was  tlie  i>re- 
Tailing  idea  at  tlie  lime.  The  Cun.stitution, 
itistrae,  secured  every  essential  guarantee 
to  the  in<!tilntion  while  it  should  la.st ;  and 
hence  no  argument  can  bo  justly  used  against 
the  constitutional  guarantees  thus  secured, 
becaase  of  the  common  sentiment  of  the 
dnj.  Thoee  ideae,  howner,  tDerefundamen' 
tally  wrong,  TTiey  rest^ed  upon  the  nfifivmp- 
tian  qf  the^  egualitji  qf  tacea.  Thi$  toot  an 
error.  It  Vas  a  sandy  fonndetion ;  and  the 
idea  of  a  Governincnt  built  uj)on  it — when 
the  storm  came  and  the  wind  blew,  it  fell. 

**  Our  new  government  it  forinded  vpon 
exacthj  thr  ojtjiofiJc  vfedn :  i(M  foundation* 
are  laid,  its  cumer-ttouc  rt/itu  upon,  the  great 
truth  that  the  negro  i$ not  cjual  to  the  white 
HMm;  that  Sloxery,  tubordinatinn  to  the 
nperior  race,  is  his  natural  and  normal 
condition.  [Applause.]  Th  ig,  our  Tiete  Gov- 
ernment, it  the  Jirst  in  the  history  of  the 
vorld,  based  upon  this  great  physi'-ol,  philo- 
sophical, and  moral  truth.  Tliis  truth  hiis 
been  slow  in  the  process  of  its  development, 
like  an  oih«r  tmuis  fn  the  yarioas  depart- 
menta of aeience.  It  is  «o,  even  ntnonjrst 
Up  Umj  who  hear  me,  ])crhaps,  can  re- 
collect well  that  this  truth  was  not  generally 
adiiiitteil,  even  within  their  day.  The  er- 
rors of  the  past  generation  still  clung  to 
many,  so  late  as  twenty  years  ago.  llioae 
at  the  North  who  still  cling  to  these  errors 
with  a  zeal  above  know  ledge,  we  justly  de- 
nominate fanatics.  All  tatiaticism  springs 
from  an  aberration  of  tho  mind ;  from  a  de- 
fect in  reasoning.  It  is  a  species  of  insanity. 
One  of  the  most  striking  characteristics  of 
inaaoi^,  in  nianj  instanoefly  ia^  forming  cor- 


rect conclusions  from  fancied  or  erroneoaa 
premises;  so  with  theanti-SlaTeryfimatuM: 
their  conohieiottB  are  right  if  their  premieea 

are.  They  assume  that  tiie  nepro  is  ei|ual, 
and  hence  condade  that  he  is  entitled  to 
e<]ual  pririleges  and  rights,  with  the  white 
man.  If  their  premises  were  correct,  thsir 
conclusions  would  be  logical  and  just ;  but, 
their  premises  being  wrong«  their  whole 
arixument  fails.  I  recollect  once  of  having 
heard  a  gentleman  from  one  of  the  Northern 
States,  of  great  power  and  ability,  announce 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  with  ini- 
jiosiug  etFect,  that  we  of  the  South  would 
be  compelled,  ultimately,  to  yield  upon  thia 
sobgect  of  Slavery ;  that  it  was  impossible 
to  war  snocessfnlly  against  a  principle  in 
politics,  as  it  was  in  physics  or  mechanics— 
that  the  principle  would  ultinuUely  prevail- 
that  we,  in  mdntdning  SlaTerjr,  as  it  now 
exists  with  us,  were  wjirring  against  a  prin- 
ciple—a principle  founded  in  nature — the 
principle  of  the  eqnalitijr  c£oan.  The  reply 
I  made  to  him  was,  that,  upon  his  own 
grounds,  we  should  succeed;  that  ho  and  his 
associates  in  their  crusade  against  our  insti- 
tutions would  ultimately  fail.  The  truth 
announced,  that  it  wtis  as  impo.ssiblo  to  war 
successfully  against  a  principle  in  politics  as 
in  physics  and  mechanics,  I  admitted ;  but 
told  him  it  was  he,  and  those  acting  with 
hini,  who  were  warring  against  a  principle. 
They  were  attempting  to  moke  tlm»£^  ejaal 
which  the  Oreator  had  made  nneqnai. '  * 

"  In  the  contlict  thus  far,  success  ha.s  been 
on  our  aide  complete,  throughout  the  length 
and  hreadtit  of  the  Confederate  States,  ftia 

v.]'<m  this,  a.s  T  liave  stated,  our  social  fabric 
is  lirinly  planted;  and  1  cannot  permit  n»y- 
self  to  donbt  tho  ultimate  success  of  a  full 
recotrnition  of  this  jiriticiplo  throughout  tba 
civilized  and  enlitrhtened  world, 

"As  I  havt  stated,  the  truth  of  this  prin- 
ciple may  be  slow  in  development,  as  all 
truths  are,  and  ever  have  been,  in  the  vari- 
ous branches  of  science.  It  was  so  with  tho 
principlea  announced  br  Qalileo— it  was  so 
with  Adam  Smith,  and  his  principles  of  po- 
litical economy.  It  was  so  with  Harvey,  and 
hia  theory  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood* 
It  is  stated  that  not  a  ringle  one  of  the 
medlcil  profession,  living  at  tho  time  of  the 
announcemeut  of  the  truths  made  by  him, 
admitted  them.  Now,  they  are  universally 
aeknowledL'ed.   May  we  not,  therefore,  look 

(with  coutidence  to  the  ultimate  universal 
acknowledgment  of  the  truths  upon  whieii 
our  aystem  rest.s?  It  is  the  first  government 
over  instituted  upon  principles  in  strict  con- 
formity with  nature,  and  the  ordination  of 
Providence,  in  fumishmg  the  materials  of 
human  society.  Many  governments  have 
been  fmiiided  upon  tho  principle  of  ensla- 
ving certain  dassea;  but  the  clMsea  tJxoa  en- 
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daved  wcro  of  tho  snnio  raco,  and  their  en- 
slavement in  violation  of  the  laws  of  nature. 
Our  system  oommito  no  mieh  Violation  of 
nature's  laws.  Tho  nepro,  by  nature,  or  by 
the  curse  against  Canaan,  i&  fitted  for  that 
oondition  which  ho  occupies  in  our  system. 
The  architect^  in  the  oonstrurtion  of  build- 
ings, lays  the  foundation  witli  the  proper 
material — tho  granite — then  coracs  tho  brick 
or  tho  marble.  Tho  substratum  of  our  soci- 
ety is  made  of  the  material  fitted  by  nature 
for  it;  mid  l)y  exi>ericiieo  ;vo  kimw  th.it  it  is 
tho  l>est,  not  only  for  the  superior,  bat  for 
the  ini^rior  race,  that  it  ahmua  bo  so.  It  is, 
ini1ee<h  in  coiifoniiity  with  the  Creator.  It 
'  it  not /or  u»  to  in<i  aire  into  tA«  tcMom  of  Hit 
*  0rdinaiu)e»,ortoqumtionthem.  For  His  own 
purposes.  1  le  has  made  one  ra<"0  to  differ  from 
uiiotlior,  as  lie  has  made  '  one  star  to  dilier 
N  from  another  in  glory.' 

"The  groiit  objects  of  humanity  are  best 
attained  wlien  conformed  to  His  hiws  and 
decrees,  in  tbo  foniuition  of  governineiits  as 
well  as  in  all  tliincs  else.  Our  Confederacy 
is  founded  upon  )>riiK:iple.s  in  strict  confor- 
mity with  these  hnvs.  This  stone,  which  was 
rejecte<l  by  the  first  builders,  'w  beeom«  the 
*  chiffstom  of  the  eomer*  in  onr  new  edifice. 
[Applause.] 

*'  1  have  been  asked.  What  of  the  future  ? 
It  has  been  apprehended  by  some  tliat  wo 
"wou]<l  have  arrayetl  a;rainst  us  tho  civiliziil 
world.  I  care  not  who  or  how  many  tbey 
may  be ;  when  we  stand  upon  the  eternal 
principles  of  truth,  we  are  obliged  to  and 
most  triumph.    [Immense  applause.]'' 

"With  regurd  to  future  accessions 
to  tlie  Conl'ederacj,  Mr.  Stephens 
said : 

"Our  growth  by  accessions  from  other 
States  will  depend  greatly  upon  whether  we 
present  to  the  world,  as  1  trust  we  shall,  a 
better  government  than  that  to  which  they 
l)elong.  If'  we  do  this,  North  Carolin.i,  Ten- 
nessee, aud  Arkansas,  cannot  hesitate  long ; 
neither  caA  Viri^nia,  Kentnoky,  and  Mis- 
Konri.  Tliey  will  noce«s;irily  trravitate  to  us 
by  an  imperious  law.  We  mad©  ample  pro- 
vision in  onr  Constitution  for  the  admission 
of  other  States.  It  is  more  gu.-inh  d  -and 
wisely  so,  1  think — than  the  old  Constitution 
on  the  same  subject ;  bat  not  too  guarded  to 
receive  them  so  fast  as  it  luuy  ho  proj>er. 
Looking  to  the  distant  future — and  j)et  iiii;)S 
not  very  distant  either — it  is  not  beyond  the 
range  of  possibility,  and  even  probability, 
that  all  the  groat  States  of  the  North-West 
elmll  gravitate  this  way,  as  well  as  Ten- 
nesseeL  Kentucky,  Missoori,  Arkansas,  etc 
Slioiild  thej  do  oo,  onr  doors  are  wide 


cnongh  to  receive  them:  "fmf  vot  until  they 
are  ready  to  (utintilate  vith  u»  in  prhiciplc, 
''The  process  of  disintegration  in  the  old 
Union  may  bo  exj)ected  to  go  on  with  almost 
abstduto  certainty.  Wo  are  now  the  nucleus 
of  a  growing  power ;  which,  if  we  are  true  to 
ourselves,  onr  destiny,  and  our  hltrb  mission, 
will  become  the  controlling  power  on  tliis 
oontinent.  To  what  extent  accessions  will  ^'o 
on,  in  the  process  of  time,  or  where  it  w  ill 
end,  the  future  will  determine.  So  far  as  it 
concerns  States  of  tho  old  Union,  they  will 
l>e  upon  no  such  priuoiple  of  reeonttrvctuM 
as  is  now  spoken  oi,  but  npon  ret/rpanua- 
t  'f  in  and  new  assimilatidii.  [Ldud  jnnilause.] 
Sucli  are  some  of  the  glimpses  of  Uio  future 
as  I  oateh  them.** 


Ut.  Abraham  linooln,  on  the  llth 
of  Febniarjr,  left  his  home  at  Spring- 
field, niinoia,  for  WaBhiiigton,  reoeiv- 
ing  on  the  way  adviceB  that  he  had 
been,  upon  a  caxeful  canvass  and  com- 
])nrison  of  the  Electoral  votes  l>v  Con- 
{^ress,  ]iroclaimed"  by  Yioe-Pretiidont 
Breckinridge  tlie  didy  elected  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  for  four 
years  from  the  4tli  of  March  en- 
Buing.  ImmenBe  crowds  Burronnded 
the  stationB  at  which  Ihe  speciid  train 
]  t  altcd  wherein  he,  with  his  &mily  and 
a  few  friends,  was  borne  eas^tward 
tlirougli  Indiana])olis,  Cincinnati,  Co- 
lumbu.s,  Pittsburgh,  Cleveland,  Erie, 
Buffalo,  Albany,  iNew  York  City, 
Trenton,  Newark,  Philadelphia,  Lan- 
caster, and  Ilarrisbiirg,  on  his  way  to 
the  White  House,  lie  was  every- 
where received  and  honored  as  the 
chief  of  a  free  people ;  and  his  tm- 
studied  remarks  in  reply  to  the  com- 
plimentary addresses  which  he  day 
by  day  received  indicated  his  decided 
di^bclic^f  in  any  Idoudy  imxQ  of  OUT 
domestic  complications. 

Thus,  at  Indianapolis,  where  he 
spent  the  first  night  of  his  journey, 
he  replied  to  an  address  of  welcome 
from  GK>y.  Morton,  as  follows: 


"  Ssbruary  liith. 
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"FEttow-crnzKya  o»  nra  State  of  Ixdi- 
AXA.:  I  am  hero  to  tlmnk  yon  imich  for  this 
ma^nifioeat  welcome,  and  8tUl  more  for  the 
Tcry  generous  support  giTen  by  jonr  State 

to  tli.it  ytolitical  cause  which,  I  think,  is  th« 
truti  oud  just  cause  of  the  whole  eomitryaiid 
the  whole  world.  Solomon  says,  'There  is 
a  time  to  kecii  silence  ;'  and,  avIicii  men  wran- 
gle by  the  month  with  no  certainty  that  they 
mean  the  raino  thing  while  nsin^  the  same 
wonl.  it  jKrhaps  were  as  well  if  they  imuld 
keep  Hileuce.  The  words  'coercion'  and  '  in- 
vasion' are  much  nnad  in  these  days,  and 
often  with  some  temper  and  hot  hloml.  Let 
QB  make  sure,  if  we  can,  that  wc  do  not  mis- 
understand the  meaning  of  tho*o  who  use 
them.  Let  na  get  the  exact  defiuitiona  of 
these  words,  not  from  dictionaries,  bnt  from 
the  men  themselves,  who  cf  rtainly  depre- 
cate the  things  they  would  repre^ient  by  the 
use  of  the  words,  what,  then,  is  *  eodreion'  ? 
What  is  'invasion'?  "Would  the  marchinp; 
of  an  army  into  Sontli  Carolina  without  tli© 
consent  of  lier  people,  and  with  hostile  in- 
tent tnward  thcni.  he  inva-^ion  ?  I  certainly 
think  it  would  be  'invasion,'  and  'coercion' 
also,  if  the  South  Carolinians  were  forced  to 
submit.  But^  \f  the  United  Stala  ahould 
mtrely  hold  and  retake  her  oien  forts  and 
ether  property,  and  collrct  th*'  dntitu  on  for- 
eign importaHipm^or  «Mn  mtithold  the  mails 
from  pUwn  where  thev  w§r0  hdbUnMlltf  vio- 
hitc<K  irould  any  or  all  thete  thilige  le  *inTa- 
eioii  or  ''coercion' t  Do  onr  professed  lovers 
of  the  ITnion,  but  who  spitefully  resolve  that 
they  will  resist  coercion  and  invasion,  un- 
derstand that  such  things  as  these  on  tho 
part  of  the  Unitetl  States  would  be  *  coer- 
cion' or  '  invasion'  of  a  State?  If  fo,  their 
idea  of  means  to  preserve  tiio  ol)je<  t  of  their 
great  afi'ectioa  would  seem  to  be  esceedinjriy 
thin  and  airy.  If  sick,  the  little  ]»ills  of  tho 
hoiiia'opatiiist  would  bo  much  too  largo  for 
it  to  swallow.  In  their  view,  the  I'nion,  as 
a  family  relation,  wonld  seem  to  be  no  regu- 
lar marriape,  but  rather  a  sort  of  ft«e-lovo 
arrangement,  to  he  maintaiiud  on  'passional 
attraction.'  By  the  way,  in  what  consists 
tiie  special  sacredness  of  a  State!  I  speak 
not  of  tho  jxwitii  in  assi;;ned  to  a  State  in  the 
Union  by  the  Coustiiution ;  for  that  is  tho 
bond  we  all  reoognixe.  That  position,  how- 
ever, a  State  cannot  carry  out  of  tho  Union 
with  it.  I  speak  of  that  assumed  primary 
right  of  a  State  to  rule  all  which  is  less  than* 
itself,  and  to  ruin  all  wliii  h  is  larger  tlian 
itself.  If  a  State  and  a  County,  in  a  given 
,  oasei,  ahonld  be  eouul  in  extent  of  t<>rritory 
*  and  equal  in  number  of  inhabitant's  in  whut^ 
as  a  matter  of  principle,  is  tho  State  better 
tlian  tho  County?  ^Vould  an  exchange  of 
names  bo  an  exchange  of  rights?  Upon 
principle,  on  vhat  r^tftil  groond  may  a 
State!,  being  no  more  than  one-fiftieth  part 


of  tho  nation  in  soil  and  population,  broak 
up  the  nation,  and  then  coerce  a  j)roportion- 
aily  larger  subdivision  of  itself  in  the  most 
arbitrary  way?  What  mysterious  right  to 
I  play  tyrant  is  confi-rred  on  a  district  of 
country,  with  its  people,  by  merely  calling 
It  a  State? 

"  Fellow-citizens,  I  am  not  asserting  any- 
thing. I  am  merely  asking  questions  for  you 
to  consider.  And  now,  allow  me  to  Ud  yon 
farewell." 

At  ColumhTis,  Ohio,  he  said : 
I  have  not  maintained  sUcnco  from  any 
want  of  real  anxiety.  It  is  a  good  thing 
that  there  is  no  moro  than  anxiety;  for 
there  is  nothing  going  wrong.  It  is  a  con- 
soling circumstance  that^  when  wo  look  out, 
there  is  nothiiu  that  really  hurts  anybody. 
We  entertain  mflbvnt  views  upon  political 
questions :  hut  nobody  is  siitfering  anything. 
This  is  a  most  consoling  circumstance ;  and 
from  it  we  may  conclude  that  all  we  want  is 
time,  jiatienoe,  and  .a  reliance  on  that  God 
who  h;is  never  forsaken  this  peojile." 

At  Pittsburgh,  Permsylvauia,  on 
the  15th,  he  said: 

"  Notwithstanding  the  tronblcs  across  the 
river  [the  speaker  pointing  southwardly 
across  the  Monongahela.  and  ennling|,  there 
is  no  crisis  but  an  artificial  one.  What  is 
there  now  to  warrant  the  condition  of 
affiurs  presented  by  our  fHends  over  tha 
river?  Take  even  their  own  views  of  tho 
questions  involved,  and  there  is  nothing  to 
justify  the  conrse  they  are  pursuing.  Ire- 
peat,  then,  there  is  no  crii^is,  excejtt  etich  a 
one  as  may  be  gotten  up  at  atiy  time  by  tur- 
bulent men,  aided  by  designing  politicians. 
My  advice  to  them,  uiuh  r  the  circuinstan- 
!  ces,  is  to  keep  cool.  If  the  great  Ann  rit  an 
people  only  keep  their  temper  both  siiK  s  of 
the  line,  the  trouble  will  come  to  an  end,  and 
tlio  (pie.stion  which  now  distracts  tho  coun- 
try be  settled,  Just  as  surely  as  all  other  dif- 
ficulties, of  a  iiJkO  character,  which  have 
originated  in  this  Government,  have  been 
adjusted.  Let  tlin  pCDplc  on  Itoth  >iib  <  keep 
their  solf-possesciou,  and,  just  as  other  clouds 
have  cleared  awa^  hi  due  time,  so  will  this 
great  nation  oontmue  to  prosper  as  hereto- 
fore." 

At  Philadelphia,  boiug  required  to 
assiBt  at  the  solemn  raifiing  of  the 
TJiiited  States  flag  over  Ind^endenoe 
I  Hall,  Mr.  Linco^  in  leplj  to  an  ad- 

I  drt-ss  of  welcome  by  jir.  Theodore 

Cuylcr,  eaid  : 

"  I  have  often  pondered  over  tho  dangers 
inoorred  bj  the  men  who  assembled  here, 
and  framed  and  adopted  that  Declaration  of 
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Independence.  I  h.nvp  ponrloroil  over  the 
toUit  that  were  enduretl  by  the  oliicen  and 
■oMiera  of  the  amy  who  aohieved  that  In- 
dt'pt'ndenoe.  I  h.nvo  oft^n  inqnirod  of  my- 
self, what  great  principle  or  idea  it  waa  tliat 
kepttiiis  wmMnnoj  wo  long  together.  It 
was  not  tlie  mere  matter  of  the  separation 
of  the  Cctlonies  from  the  mother-land ;  but 
that  sentiment  in  the  JJeelaration  of  Iiule- 
pmdenfs  ithieh  gate  Liberty,  not  alone  to  the 
f«oj,h  of  this  country,  but,  I  hope,  to  the 
world,  for  all  fut/wre  time.  It  was  tliat 
which  gave  promise  that,  in  doe  time,  the 
weif;lit  would  be  lifted  from  the  ahoulders 
of  all  men.  This  is  a  si'iitinunt  embitdiid 
iji  the  DeolaratioQ  of  Independence.  Now, 
my  friends,  can  this  ooiintr7  be  tayed  on 
that  basis  ?  If  it  can,  I  will  consider  myself 
one  of  the  happieiit  men  in  the  world,  if  1 
oan  help  to  aave  it  If  it  cannot  be  saved 
on  that  basis,  it  will  bo  truly  nwfnl.  But, 
if  thi»  country  cannot  be  saved  witliout 
giving  nj>  that  principle,  I  was  abont  to  say 
that  1  woiilil  rallier  he  assansinatcd  on  this 
apot  than  t«urreu<lcr  it.  Now,  iu  my  view 
or  the  present  aspect  of  affairs,  there  need 
be  no  bloodshed  or  war.  There  is  no  neces- 
sity for  it.  I  am  not  in  favor  of  snoh  a 
course;  and  I  may  say,  in  advance,  that 
there  wiU  be  no  bloodshed,  unless  it  be 
Ibrood  npon  the  Government,  and  then  it 
will  be  compelled  to  act  iu  self  dofense.** 

Arrived  at  llarrisburg,  however, 
on  tlic  i'lM,  ^fr.  Lincoln,  looking 
acro.-s  tlio  slave  line,  experieneed  sud- 
denly a  decided  change  in  tlie  politi- 
eal  barometer.  It  had  beeu  arranged 
that  he  ehoold  next  day  paas  through 
Baltimore^  fbe  center  of  a  grand  pro- 
cession— A  ojnoBure  of  admiring  eyes 
— ^the  object  of  cnthnsiastic  acclama- 
tions— as  he  had,  thus  far,  passed 
through  nearly  all  the  great  cities  of 
tlie  Free  States.  But  Baltitnore  Avas 
a  slavcholding  city,  and  the  spirit  of 
Slavery  waa  nowhere  eke  more  ram- 
pant and  ferocioas.  The  mercantfle 
and  social  aiiBtocracy  of  that  city  had 
been  Bednloadj,  persistently,  plied 
by  tlio  conspirators  for  disunion  with 
artful  suggestion'*  that,  in  a  confede- 

>*  The  Bamnm  Mxdkmge  of  Vebnuuy  33d, 
sjgniflflantly  Hid; 

"Mr.  Lincoln,  t1;o  ProBidpnt  elect  of  the 
United  States,  will  arrive  ia  Uiis  citjr  with  liis 


racy  composed  ezdutiTely  of  the  fif- 

teen  Slave  States,  Baltimore  would 
liold  the  position  that  Xew  York  en- 
joys in  the  Union,  being  the  great 
ship-huilding,  phijtping,  importing 
and  coniniercial  emporium,  Avhiten- 
ing  the  (tcean  with  her  sails,  and 
gemming  Maryland  with  the  palaces 
reared  from  her  ample  and  ever^ 
.  expanding  profits.  That  arbtoeracj 
had  been,  for  the  most  part,  thor- 
oughly  corrupted  by  these  insidions 
whisperSi  and  so  were  ready  to  rush 
into  treason.  At  the  other  end  of 
the  social  scale  was  tlie  mob — reck- 
left:i  and  godless,  a.*^  mo])8  are  apt  to 
be,  especially  in  slaveholding  com- 
munities— and  ready  at  all  times  to 
do  the  bidding  of  the  Slave  Pover. 
Between  these  was  the  great  middle 
class,  loyal  and  peacefully  inclined^ 
as  this  class  usually  is— ^outnumber- 
ing  Imth  the  others,  but  hitherto  divi- 
ded between  the  old  proSlavery  par- 
ties, and  having  arrived,  as  yet,  at  no 
Common  understanding  with  regard  to 
tlie  novel  circimistances  of  the  coun- 
try and  the  events  viribly  impending. 

The  city  govenmient  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  Breddnridge  Democ- 
racy, who  had  seized  it  under  a  ciy 
of  reform;  and  the  leaders  of  that 
Democracy  were  deep  in  the  counsels 
oftrea&<m.  It  had  been  proclaimed, 
in  many  quarters,  and  through  vari- 
ous channels,  that  Mr.  Lincoln  should 
never  live  to  be  inaugurated;  and 
j[%e  BaUifiwre  BepuUican  of  the 
22d  had  a  leading  article  directly 
calculated  to  incite  tumult  and  vio- 
lence on  the  occasion  of  Mr.  Lincoln's 
passage  through  the  city-"  Tlie  police 

suite  this  afternoon  hy  ppocial  trnin  from  Harris- 
burgh,  and  will  proceed,  we  learn,  directlj  to 
Wa."<hinjrton.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  no  oppor- 
t'luity  will  be  annriled  Iiimi — or  th.it.  if  it  \k-  af- 
forded, be  will  not  embrace  it — to  repeat  iu  our 
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was  directed  hy  Mai-Bhal  George  P. 

Kane,  wlio,  after  a  sojourn  in  Fort 
Me  Henry,  fled  in  1S63  to  the  conge- 
niul  asswiations  of  Richmond  and 
tho  Confederate  Arniv.  It  hcinir 
considered  certain  that  an  attempt 
to  assasitiinate  tlio  President  would 
be  made,  under  cover  of  mob  yio- 
lenoe^  should  be  pasB  through  the 
atj  as  was  originally  intended,  Mr. 
Lincoln  was  persuaded  to  take  the' 
ears  secretly,  during  the  evening  of 
tlie  22d,  and  so  parsed  througli  Bal- 
timore, unknown  and  nnsunpected, 
early  on  the  mornin«^  of  the  2.'>d — 
reaching  Wjisliin<j:ton  about  the  hour 
that  he  was  expected  to  leave  llar- 
lisbnig.  The  pradenoe  of  this  step 
has  since  been  abnndantlj  demon- 
strated ;  but  it  wounded,  at  the  time, 
the  sensibilities  of  uniny  friendt*,  who 
would  have  much  preferred  to  form 
an  esf'ort  of  one  liundred  thousand 
anned  men  to  see  him  safely  tlirough 
Baltimore,  than  to  have  him  ]ias,-^ 
through  it  clandestinely  and  iii^c  a 
bunted  fugitive. 

The  4th  of  Kardi,  1861^  though 
its  early  morning  baid  been  doudy 
and  chilly,  was  a  remarkably  bright 
and  genial  dav  at  Waj^hington.  To 
the  cluldren  of  harsh  New  Enirhuid. 
it  seemed  more  like  ]\fay  than  ^lardi. 
Expectations  and  tlireuts  of  convul- 
sion had  rather  increased  than  lejs- 
sened  the  throng,  wherein  all  sections 
of  the  unseceded  States  were  liberally 
represented,  though  the  Federal  Dis* 
trict  and  the  adjacent  counties  of  Mar 
ryland  and  Yiri^^inia  doubt ]e:?s  pup 
plied  hy  far  the  larj^er  share  of  it. 
Menaces  that  the  President  elect 
would  never  be  permitted  to  take  the 


oath  of  office— that  he  would  be  aa> 

Biissinated  in  the  act,  if  no  other  mode 
of  preventing  it  should  promise  sne- 
cess — had  been  so  I'reeiy  and  k»udly 
made,"  that  apprehenBions  of  some 
coni-erted  attemjit  at  violence  or  tu- 
mult were  widely  entertained  and 
All] J  justified.  Lieut.-Oen.  Scott  had 
taken  the  fbllest  military  ^necautions 
that  his  limited  force  of  regulars — 
perhaps  one  thousand  in  all — would 
permit ;  and  there  was  a  considerable 
muster  of  uniformed  Militia.  The 
procession,  j)artly  civic,  which  es- 
corted the  retiring  and  inc<»ming 
Presidents,  who  rode  in  the  same 
carriage,  to  the  Capitol,  was  quite 
respectable — unusually  so  &r  that 
non-enthusiastlG,  and,  as  yet,  strongly 
pro-Slavery,  metropolis. 

The  Senate  had  heen  sitting 
throiigh  most  of  the  preceding  for- 
ty-eiixlit  houi-s,  though  this  was  Mon- 
dav,  and  barelv  concluded  the  lal)ors 
of  the  session  in  time  to  allow  Vice- 
President  Breckinridge  to  resign  the 
Chair  in  a  few  courteous  words,  and 
take  his  seat  on  the  floor  as  a  mem- 
ber, while  Tioe-Fresident  Hamlin  left 
tlie  floor  to  take  the  Chair  with  as 
little  parade — the  two  thus  exchang- 
m<r  places.  This  done,  and  several 
olher  new  Senators  beside  Mr.  Brcck- 
inri(l:;e  hnviiig  been  sworn  in,  the 
space  in  the  Chamber  allotted  for 
this  occasion  to  the  Embassadors  of 
Foreign  Powers  (*  Dixie'  not  indur 
ded)  was  promptly  filled  by  the  dip* 
loniatic  bo«lv  iu  full  dress;  the  mag^ 
nates  blazing  with  stars  and  orders. 
Soon,  tho  Justices  of  the  Sujireme 
Court  entered  in  a  bodv,  and  the  as- 
semblage  rose  in  silent  homage,  and 


Bii'l.-^t  tlic  Hcntinionts  whicli  ho  \<i  rojwrted  to 
kavo  expressed  yesterday  in  Philadelphia." 

[Hie  -  scatimeats"  thusdepreoatad  tniSbim 


uttered  in  re))lr  to  Mr.  Oujkr,  mmI  quoted  «b 
Die  preceding  page.] 
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stood  till  tlioy  were  Foated.    The  ro- 
maiiiiiig  space  uu  the  lloor  was  now 
tilled  to  its  utiiiust  capacity  l)y  meiii- 
bers  of  the  House,  just  adjoui-ned ; 
and  it  was  soon  afterward  announced 
that  the  Ftesidential  party  had  en- 
tered the  edifice.  On  its  appearance, 
the  whole  assemblage  proceeded  to  the 
magnificent  and  r^pacioiisn  t  t*  rn  por- 
tico of  the  Capitol, <»u  wliicli  a  ]>lattorm 
liad  licen  erected, and  in  front  of  wliich 
a  con^i<lerable  space  liad  heen  <'lcar- 
ed,  and  wad  held,  by  the  Military. 
The  President  elect  was  barelj  intro- 
duced to  the  vast  concourse  by  Col. 
Edward  D.  Baker,  Senator  from  Ore- 
gon, and  received  witli  cheers  from 
perhaps  a  fourth  of  the  thirty  thou- 
sand persons  confronting^  him.  Si- 
lence havini^  succcede<l,  Mr.  Lincoln 
unrolled  a  manuscript,  anil,  in  a  firm, 
clear,  penetrating  voice,  read  the  Ibl- 
lowing 

DTAirOUBAL  ASDUSS. 

lUhw-  (Mum         UniUd  Stata  : 

In  foinpliiiixe  with  a  custom  as  old  as 
the  Guverniiieut  itself,  I  appear  betbro  joo 
to  address  yon  briefly,  and  to  t.ike.  in  yonr 
prosfiu'o,  t]ie  until  jin  scriliotl  liv  the  Con- 
stitutiou  of  the  UoittfU  States  to  be  taken 
by  the  President,  before  he  enters  on  the 
•zeoation  of  his  office. 

I  do  not  consider  it  necessary,  at  present, 
for  me  to  discass  those  matters  of  adniinis- 
Irafioii  ahoiit  whidi  tliere  is  no  hjuM  ial  anxi- 
ety or  oxi  iteiiK-iit.  Apprchcn-^inu  si  ciiis  to 
exint  ariK'iitr  tlio  people  of  tho  Southern 
States,  tli.it.  1  y  tlio  aei-e>»ion  ot"  a  Ilepuhli- 
cua  .\(hiiiiii>Uatioii,  till  ir  pruperty  and  tlicir 

Soaco  and  pL-rsonul  security  are  to  he  en> 
angercil.  There  has  iictct  been  any  reo- 
sonahlo  eanse  for  snch  apprelicnftion.  Indeed, 
tho  most  aMii)!o  evidotu'o  to  the  contrary 
has  oil  the  while  existed,  and  been  open  t  o 
their  inspertion.  It  is  ftrand  in  nearly  all 
t!io  j>u1>lislied  speeclit-s  of  liiiii  Avho  now 
addre:»8e9  you.  I  do  but  quote  from  one  of 
tiiose  speeches,  when  I  declare  that  "  I  have 
no  purpose,  direeily  or  iiiilirectly.  to  inter- 
fere with  tlie  iuBtitution  of  Slavery  in  the 
'States  where  it  exists.*'  T  believe  I  have  no 
lawful  ri^ht  to  do  so;  ntnl  I  have  no  inelina-  ' 
tiou  tu  do  bo.    ThuiM)  who  nuiuiuated  and  i 


elected  me.  did  so  with  the  full  knowledpo 
that  I  had  made  this,  and  many  himilur 
declarations,  and  had  never  recanted  them. 
And,  more  titan  this,  they  placed  in  the  plat- 
form, for  my  acceptance,  and  as  a  law  to 
themselves  aii'l  to  me.the  clear  and  empbatio 
resolution  which  I  now  read  : 

"  7.*t >')/!''</,  That  the  maintenance  inviolate  of 
the  rijriils  ..f  tho  States,  and  es{H'<  i:dly  the  right 
of  each  tituie  to  order  aud  control  its  own  do- 
mestic institntioDS  aooordingr  to  its  own  judg- 
ment excltisively,  is  essentiiJ  to  that  h^ainv  of 
power  oa  whieh  the  perreclion  ntid  eiuhiram^ 
of  (jiir  poUtir  nl  fabric  dt-iKTid  ;  ami  wo  denounce 
the  lawless  iovasion  by  armed  force  of  the  soil 
of  any  State  or  Territory,  no  natter  under  what 
pretext,  m  among  tlto  gravest  of  crimes." 

I  now  reiterate  tlicse  sentiments ;  and.  in 
doing  so,  I  only  press  upon  the  public  atten- 
tion the  most  conclusive  evidence  of  which 
the  case  is  8U8ce|>tible,  that  the  property, 
peace,  Md  security,  of  no  section  are  to  be 
in  anywise  eii.lai4,'ered  by  the  now  incoming 
Adiuinistratiou. 

I  add,  too,  tbat  aQ  the  protection  wluoh, 
consistently  with  the  Constitution  and  tho 
law  s,  can  be  given,  will  be  cheerfully  given 
to  all  the  Sti^ee,  when  lawfully  demanded, 
for  whatever  cause,  asobeerfvlly  to  one  see- 
lion  as  to  another. 

There  is  much  controversy  aboQt  tike 
delivering:  up  of  fuiritives  from  service  or 
labor.  The  clause  1  now  read  is  us  plainly 
written  in  the  Gonatitotioa  as  any  other  of 
its  provisions : 

"Xo  jierson  held  to  service  or  lalw  in  one 
State  under  the  Iaw8  fhereo^  eaoaping  into 
another,  shall,  in  ooDsequence  of  any  law  or  N!0> 
utetion  therein,  be  discharged  from  such  ser- 
vice or  labor,  but  .«hall  l>c  delivr  reii  up  o:i  tl  iim 
of  tho  party  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  may 
bo  due." 

It  is  scarcely  questioned  that  this  pro- 
visioti  was  intended  by  those  who  made  it 
for  tho  reclaiming  of  wliat  we  call  fugitive 
slaved ;  and  the  intention  of  the  lawgivw  ia  . 
the  law. 

All  members  of  Con  press  sweor  their 
support  to  tho  whole  Constitution — to  this 
provision  as  well  as  any  other.  To  the 
proposition,  then,  tluit  sl.-ives  whoso  cases 
come  within  the  terms  of  this  clause  shtdl 
bo  delivered  up,"  their  oaths  are  unanimous. 
Now,  if  they  would  make  the  effort  in 
good  temper,  co)iId  tlioy  not,  with  nearly 
e(jua1  unanimity,  frame  and  pass  a  law  by 
means  of  which  to  keep  good  thai  nnani- 
mous  oath} 

There  is  some  differeooe  of  opinion 

whether  this  clause  sliouM  l>o  entorcod  by 
National  or  by  iState  authority ;  but  surely 
that  difference  is  not  a  rery  material  one. 

If  the  slave  is  to  he  surrendered,  it  can  ho 
of  but  little  cousequeuce  to  him  or  to  others 
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by  which  anthoritj  it  is  done;  and  ahonld 
aof  one,  iu  auy  case,  be  content  that  thts 

oath  shall  go  unki-pt  on  a  merely  iiiisuli- 
atantial  oontroventjr  as  to  how  it  shall  be 
kept? 

A;rain.  in  any  law  upon  tliis  sii1>j*'ot,  on^lit 
nut  all  tho  Hateguards  of  liberty  known  in 
civilized  and  humane  jarisprudence  to 
be  iiitr(Hliic-oil,  so  that  a  free  man  1>o  not,  in 
any  case,  Min  reruleri-il  ah  a  slave  ?  Ami 
m^ht  it  nut  bo  well  at  the  same  tiinu  to 
provide  by  law  for  the  cnforocinent  of  that 
clanjk;  in  tlio  Constitution  whieii  puarautoes 
that  "the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be 
entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immunitiet) 
of  dtbsens  in  the  several  States?" 

I  take  tbo  ofTiciul  oath  to-day  with  no 
mental  rcservatiooa,  and  with  no  purpose  to 
const nie  the  Conatitotion  or  laws  hj  any 
hypercritical  rules;  and,  while  I  do  not 
choose  now  to  specify  particular  tn'tn  of 
Ckmgreas  as  proper  to  be  enforced,  I  do  sug- 
gOit  that  it  will  be  mucli  salVr  for  all,  both 
u  official  and  privitte  statiouH,  tu  confortn 
to  and  abide  by  all  those  acts  which  stand 
unrei)ealed,  than  to  violate  any  of  them, 
trusting  to  find  impunity  in  having  them 
held  to  bo  uncuustitntional. 

It  is  seventy -two  years  since  tho  first 
hiangu  ration  of  a  President  under  our  Na- 
tional Corstitution.  During  that  period, 
fiiltien  different  and  very  distinguished  uiti- 
sens  have  in  snooeMion  administered  the 
executive  braiu  h  of  the  frovernment.  Thi  y 
have  conducted  it  through  many  perils,  and 
graeraUy  with  great  snoeesa.  Yet>  with  all 
this  scope  for  pricedt-nt,  I  now  enter  u])on 
the  saino  task,  for  tho  brief  constitutional 
term  of  foar  yean,  nndor  great  and  peonliar 
dirticnltie>^. 

A  disru]>tion  of  tho  Federal  Union,  here- 
tofore only  menaced,  ia  now  formidalily 
attejnpted.  I  bold  that,  in  tho  contemplation 
of  universal  law  and  of  the  Constitution, 
the  Union  of  tbo>o  States  is  perpetnal. 
Ferpetaity  is  implied,  if  not  expressed,  in 
the  fhndamontal  law  of  all  natioiud  goyem- 
ments.  It  is  safe  to  it>*sert  that  no  ^.'overn- 
ment  proper  ever  had  a  provision  in  its 
on^io  law  for  its  oVn  termination.  Oon- 
Itnno  to  execute  all  the  express  itrovisions 
of  our  natiunai  Constitution,  and  tho  Union 
will  endnre  foreTer,  it  being  imposrible  to 
destroy  it  except  by  some  action  not  pro- 
Tided  for  in  the  instrument  itself. 

Afiun,  if  the  United  States  bo  not  a 
govemraent  proj)er,  but  an  association  of 
States  in  tlio  nauiro  of  a  contract  merely, 
can  it,  as  a  contract,  bo  i>eaceably  unmade 
by  less  than  all  tbo  parties  who  made  it? 
One  party  to  a  contract  may  violate  it — 
break  it,  so  to  speak  ;  but  does  it  not  reipiire 
all  to  lawfully  rt^scind  it  i  Descending 
ftom  these  general  principles,  we  find  the 


pfQipoeition  that  in  legal  contemplation  the 
TTnion  is  perj)etual.  confirmed  by  the  history 

of  the  Union  itself. 

Tho  Union  is  much  older  than  the  Con- 
stitution.  It  was  Ibmed,  in  hot,  by  the 

Articles  of  Association  in  1774.  Tt  was 
matured  and  continued  in  the  Declaration 
of  Independence  in  1776.  It  was  further 
matun  d.  and  the  fnitli  of  all  the  then  thir- 
teen Mates  expressly  pli^'hUxi  and  onijafred 
that  it  should  bo  perjietual,  by  the  Artii  le< 
of  ConftKleralion.  in  1778;  and,  linally.  in 
17^7,  one  of  the  declared  objects  for  ordain- 
in:;  and  establishing  tlie  Constitution  was. 
to  form  a  more  perfect  union.  But,  if  tlie 
destruction  of  the  Union  by  ono  or  by  a 
part  only  of  the  States  be  lawfully  pos-ii.lo, 
the  Union  is  less  than  before,  the  Constitu- 
tion having  lost  the  vital  element  of  per- 
jietuity. 

It  follows  from  theso  views  that  no  State, 
upon  its  own  mere  motion,  can  lawAiUy  get 

out  of  the  Union  ;  that  rciolvos  and  ordi- 
nances to  that  etfect.  are  legally  void  ;  and 
that  acts  of  violence  within  any  Se  ite  or 
States  iiLMin-t  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  uie  insurrectionary  or  revolutionary, 
according  to  oironmstances. 

I  therefore  consider  that,  in  view  of  the 
Constitution  and  tbo  laws,  the  Union  is 
unbroken,  and,  to  tho  extent  of  my  ability, 
I  shall  take  <'are,  as  iho  Constitution  it^lf 
expressly  eiiji  ins  upon  mo,  that  the  laws  of 
the  Union  sliall  l>e  taithftilly  executed  in  all 
the  States.  Doing  tliis,  which  1  deem  to 
be  only  a  rimple  duty  on  my  part,  I  shall 

perfectly  port'orm  it,  so  far  as  is  practicable, 
unless  my  right t'ul  nnisters,  tlie  American 
people,  shall  withhold  the  requisite  power, 
or  in  some  antboritatiye  manner  direct  the 

contrary. 

I  tmst  this  will  not  be  regarded  as  a 
menace,  but  only  as  the  declared  purpose  of 
the  Union  that  it  will  constitutionally  defend 

and  maintain  itself. 

in  doing  this,  tliere  need  be  no  bloodshed 
or  violence,  and  there  shall  be  none  nnless 

it  is  force<l  upon  tlie  national  authority. 

The  power  eontitled  to  uio  iciU  be  used  to 
hotdy  o«eupy,  and  pottwM  ths  property  and 
pltirr.'f  hrloiiftiii'i  to  the  (torrrmnfut,  and  col- 
le<'t  the  duties  and  inipostn;  but^  beyond 
what  may  be  necessiiry  16r  these  objects, 
there  will  be  no  invasion,  jio  using  of  force 
against  or  among  the  peonle  anywhere. 

Where  hostility  to  the  United  States  shall 
bo  so  great  and  so  universal  as  to  pvevent 
competent  resident  citizens  flrom  nolding 
the  Federal  olKces  there  will  be  no  attempt  j 
to  force  obnoxious  strangers  among  the' 
people  for  that  object  WhOe  the  strict  legal 
right  may  exi-t  of  the  Uiovernment  to  en- 
force tho  exercise  of  these  offices,  tho  at- 
tempt to  do  80  would  be  so  irritating,  and 
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lo  ncarlj  impracticable  irithal,  that  I  deem 
U  better  to  forego  for  tho  time  the  luet  of 
■uch  offices. 

Thi'  iiuiils,  unleiw  repelled,  will  continuo 
to  be  ftirnisliod  iu  uU  parts  of  the  Union. 

So  f.ir  a-^  jxjssible,  the  people  everywhere 
sbull  Ikivu  that  sense  of  perfect  security 
which  id  moet  foT<»«bIe  to  calm  thought 
And  reflecdon. 

The  course  here  indicated  will  bo  fol- 
lowed, unless  current  ovont;*  iiiul  experience 
shall  show  a  modification  or  change  to  be 
proper;  and  in  everj  ease  and  exigency  my 
best  dificretion  will  be  exercised  m  cunJin;; 
to  the  circombtunces  actiuUly  existing,  and 
wiUi  a  view  and  hope  of  a  peaoeftd  aoratioa 
of  the  national  troii!>lo><.  and  the  restoration 
of  fraternal  sympathies  and  afltxHions. 

That  there  are  persoM,  in  one  section  or 
anotlii  r,  who  seek  to  destroy  the  Union  at 
all  eve  its,  iiuil  lire  glad  of  any  pretext  to  do 
it,  I  will  neither  affirm  nordeny.  But,  if  there 
be  snch,  I  need  address  no  word  to  titein. 

To  thosMj,  however,  who  really  lovo  the 
Union,  niiiy  I  not  speak  f  TV  fore  eiiteriiig 
Upon  so  grave  a  matter  as  the  destmction  of 
oar  nadunal  fiibrie,  with  aU  its  benefits,  its 
memories  mid  if''  boi>es,  would  it  not  bo 
w«il  to  ascertain  why  we  do  it  i  Will  you 
hazard  so  desperate  a  step,  while  any  por- 
^  tion  of  the  ills  you  fly  from,  linvo  no  real 
existence  ?  Will  you,  while  the  certain  ilia 
you  fly  to  are  greater  than  all  the  real  ones 
you  fly  from  ?  Will  you  risk  the  commis- 
sion of  so  fearful  a  mistake  ?  All  profess 
to  be  content  iu  the  Union  if  all  constitn- 
tionul  riL'bts  can  bo  maintained.  Is  it  true, 
then,  that  any  right,  plainly  written  in  the 
Constitution,  has  been  denied  ?  I  think  not. 
Happily,  the  human  mind  is  so  constituted, 
that  no  party  can  reach  to  the  audacity  of 
doing  this. 

Thiuk,  if  you  can,  of  a  single  instance  in 
whlob  a  plainly-written  provision  of  the 
Oonstitution  lui-i  evi T  lu'i  ri  denied.  If.  by 
the  mere  force  of  nunibur^  a  majority  should 
deprive  a  minority  of  any  cleady-written 
constitutiomd  right,  it  might,  in  a  moral 
point  of  view,  Justii'y  revolution;  it  cer- 
tainly would,  if  aneh  light  were  a  vital  one. 
But  sn<-h  is  not  our  cane. 

All  tho  vital  rights  of  minorities  and  of 
individuals  are  ao  plainly  assured  to  them 
by  affirmations  and  negations,  guaranties 
and  prohibitions,  in  the  Oonstitution,  that 
Controversies  never  arise  conceriiuig  them. 
Bat  no  organic  law  can  over  be  framed  with 
a  provision  specifically  applicable  to  ©very 
qni  stioii  which  may  occur  in  iiractie;il  uil- 
ministration.  No  foresight  can  anticipate, 
nor  any  document  of  reasonable  length  con- 
tain, express  provisions  for  nil  j)ossiljle  qtics- 
tiona  iSboll  fugitives  from  labor  bo  surrea- 
darad  b/  National  or  by  State  anthori^t 


The  Constitution  does  not  expressly  say. 
Must  Congress  protect  Slavery  ut  the  TerrI* 
tories  ?  The  Constitution  docs  not  I'Xpresg- 
!y  say.  From  questions  of  this  chuss  spring 
all  our  constitational  controversies,  and  W0'« 
divide  upon  them  into  miijoritifla  and  minor* 
ities. 

If  the  minority  will  not  aoqaiesoe,  the 
mi\jority  must,,  or  the  govarnment  most 
cease.  There  is  no  alternative  for  contin- 
uing the  government  but  ae<iuieseeiiro  on 
the  one  side  or  the  other.  It'  a  minority  in 
sudk  a  case  will  secede  rather  tiian  aoqaiesoe. 
they  make  n  precedent  which  in  turn  will 
rain  and  divide  tliem ;  for  a  minority  of  their 
own  will  seoede  flrom  tiiem  whenever  a  mar 
jority  refuses  to  be  controlled  by  snc^i  a 
minority.  For  instance,  why  not  any  por- 
tion of  a  new  confederacy,  a  year  or  two 
hence,  arbitrarily  secede  again,  pre<!isely  as 
portion.s  (»f  the  present  Union  now  claim  to 
secede  froui  itt  All  who  cherish  disunion 
sentiments  are  now  being  educated  to  the 
exact  temper  of  doing  this.  Is  there  such 
perfect  identity  of  interests  anumg  the 
Statea  to  compose  a  new  Union  as  to  pro* 
daoe  htfmony  only,  and  prevent  renowad 
secession  ?  Plainly,  the  centriU  idea  of. 
seces.sion  is  the  essence  of  anarchy. 

A  in^orl^  hdd  in  restraint  by  oonstitn- 
tional  check  and  limitation,  and  always 
changing  easily  with  deliberate  changes  of 
popiuar  qrinioos  and  sentiments,  is  the  only 
tnie  sovereign  of  a  freo  people.  Whoever 
rejects  it,  does,  of  necessity,  lly  to  anarchy 
or  to  despotism.  Unanin^  is  imposdble; 
the  rule  of  a  minority,  as  a  permanent  ar- 
rangement, is  wholly  inadmissible.  So  that, 
rejecting  the  majority  principle,  anarchy  or 
dMpotism  in  some  form  is  all  that  is  left. 

I  do  not  forgot  the  position  assumed  by 
some  that  constitutional  questions  are  to  bo 
decided  by  the  Supreme  Court,  nor  do  I 
deny  that  sudi  deeimons  most  be  binding  in 
any  case  upon  the  parties  to  a  suit,  as  to  tho 
object  of  that  suit,  while  they  are  ahto  en- 
titled to  very  high  respect  and  oonsideration 
in  all  parallel  cases  by  all  other  departiiieiits 
of  tile  government;  aud^  while  it  is  obvious- 
ly posnble  that  suoh  decisicm  nmy  be  erro- 
neous in  any  given  case,  still,  tho  evi!  t  treet 
following  it,  being  limited  to  that  partieuiiU* 
case,  wiih  the  chance  that  it  may  be  over- 
ruled and  never  become  a  precedent  for 
other  cases,  can  better  bo  borne  than  oonld 
the  evils  of  a  ditlerenc  practice. 

At  the  same  time,  the  candid  citiaen  must 
confess  that,  if  the  policy  of  the  government 
upon  the  vital  qaestions  affecting  the  whole 
people  is  to  be  irrevocably  fixed  by  the  de- 
cisions of  the  Supreme  Oonrt,  the  instant 
they  are  made,  as  in  ordinary  litigation 
between  parties  in  personal  actions,  the 
people  wul  hare  oeMod  to  be  their  own 
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mastom,  having  to  timt  extent  practically 
resigiieil  their  ;;ovornmont  into  tbo  hands 
of  that  eminent  tribunal. 

Nor  is  there  in  this  viev  any  assault  upon 
•  4^e  court  or  the  jadgeo.  It  is  a  duty  from 
irbioh  they  may  not  shrink,  to  decide  cAses 
properly  brought  before  them  ;  and  it  is  no 
laalt  of  tlioiPH  if  others  seek  to  torn  their 
dedsions  to  political  purposes.  Oneseetion 
of  our  country  lulicvc-s  Slavery  is  r'v^ht  and 
ought  to  be  extended,  while  the  other  be- 
Uavet  ft  is  wrong  and  ooght  not  to  b«  ez- 
ten(le<l ;  and  this  is  the  only  snbstantial  dis- 
pute ;  and  tlio  fu^Jtitive  slave  clause  of  the 
constitutijyn,  and  the  law  for  the  suppression 
of  the  forei^rn  slave-tradt>,  are  each  as  wrll 
enforced,  perhaps,  as  any  law  can  over  be  in 
a  coramnnity  where  the  moral  sense  of  the 

K>ple  imperfectly  ;Jiii)port8  the  law  itself, 
e  great  body  of  the  people  abide  by  the 
dry  legal  obligation  in  both  cases,  and  a  few 
hreak  over  in  each.  This,  I  think,  cannot 
be  perflBctly  enred,  and  it  would  be  worse  in 
both  cases  after  the  separation  of  the  sec- 
tions than  before.  The  foreign  slave-trade, 
'now  imperfectly  8npi)ressed,  would  be  nlti- 
mately  revived,  witliuut  restriction,  in  one 
section  ;  while  fugitive  slaveii,  now  only 
partially  surrendered,  would  not  bo  surren- 
dered at  all,  by  the  other. 

Physically  speaking,  wo  cannot  separate 
—^0  eannot  remove  our  re.spectivo  sections 
from  each  otiier,  nor  build  im{>a'*saMG 
wall  between  them.  A  hiisbuntl  and  wife 
may  be  divorced,  and  go  out  of  the  presence 
and  beyond  the  reach  of  each  other;  but  the 
dlfiRsrent  parts  of  our  country  cannot  do 
tJiis.  They  cannot  but  remain  face  to  face ; 
and  intercourse,  eitlier  amicable  or  hostile, 
most  continne  between  them.  Is  it  posri- 
ble,  then,  to  make  that  intercourse  more 
advantageous  or  more  satisfactoty  after 
■eparatkm  than  befbret  Can  aliens  mi^e 
treaties  easier  than  friend?^  can  make  laws? 
Can  treaties  be  more  fiiithfuliy  enforced 
between  aliens  than  kws  ean  among  friends  ? 
Suppose  you  po  to  war,  you  cannot  fi^'bt 
always;  and  when,  after  much  lo>8  on  botii 
sides  and  no  gain  on  either,  yon  cease  fight- 
ing, the  identical  questions  as  to  terms  of 
intercourse  are  again  upon  yon. 

This  country,  with  its  institutions,  belongs 
to  the  people  who  inhabit  it.  Whenever 
fhey  shaU  grow  weary  of  the  existing  gov- 
ernment^ they  can  exercise  tlieir  coustitu 
tional  ri^ht  of  amending,  or  their  revolu- 
tionary right  to  dinnemtMr  or  overthrow  it. 
1  carmot  bo  ipnnrant  of  the  fact  that  many 
wortiiy  and  patriotic  citizens  are  desirous  of 
having  the  national  Oonstitntibn  amended. 
AVhilo  I  make  no  recommendation  of  amcnd- 
meat,  1  fully  recognize  the  full  authority  of 
the  pewle  over  the  whole  sut^eet^  to  be 
tturasM  in  eittier  of  the  modes  presoribed 


in  the  instrument  itself;  andldioold,  under 

existing  circumstances,  favor,  ratlior  tban 
oppose,  a  fair  opportunity  being  allbrded  the 
people  to  act  upon  it. 

I  will  venture  to  add,  that  to  me  the  Con- 
vention mode  seems  preferable,  in  that  it 
allows  amendments  to  originate  witli  the 
people  themselves,  instead*  of  only  permit- 
ting them  to  teke  or  reject  proi>osition8 
originated  by  others  not  especially  chosen 
for  the  purpose,  and  which  might  not  be 
precisely  such  as  they  wonid  wisli  either  to 
accept  or  rcfu.se.  I  nndiTst.uid  that  a  pro- 
posed amendment  to  the  Constitution  (which 
amendment,  however,  I  have  not  seen)  has 
passed  Congress,  to  the  effect  that  the  Fed- 
eral (  Joverument  shall  never  interfere  with 
the  doinestio  institutions  of  States,  including 
tliat  of  persons  held  to  service.  To  avoid 
misconstruction  of  what  I  have  said.  I  de- 
port from  my  purpose  not  to  spejik  of  par- 
ticular amendments,  so  far  as  to  say  that, 
holding  such  a  provi.sion  to  now  be  itnplied 
constitutional  law,  I  have  no  objection  toits 
being  made  express  and  irrevocable. 

The  diief  magistrate  derives  all  hb  author- 
ity from  tlio  people,  and  they  have  con- 
ferred none  upon  him  to  fix  the  terms  for 
the  separation  of  the  States.  The  people 
thcinH(.!ves,  also,  can  do  tliis  if  they  chituse  ; 
but  the  Executive,  as  such,  has  notiiing  to 
do  with  it.  His  autyis  to  administer  the 
])roscnt  gnvorrnnciit  as  it  camoti)  bands, 
and  to  transmit  it  unimpairetl  by  him  to  liis 
succes.sor.  Why  should  there  not  be  a 
patient  confidence  in  the  ultimate  justice  of 
the  people?  Is  there  any  In-tter  or  equal 
hope  in  the  world?  In  our  present  differ- 
ences, is  either  party  without  faith  of  being 
in  the  right?  If  the  Almighty  Rnler  of 
nations,  witli  His  eternal  trutli  ami  justice, 
be  on  your  side  of  the  Xorth.  or  on  yours  of 
the  South,  that  tmih  and  that  Justice  w91 
surely  prevail  by  the  judgment  of  this  great 
tribunal,  the  American  people.  iJy  the 
frame  of  the  Government  under  which  we 
live,  this  same  peoj)le  have  wisi  ly  given 
their  public  servants  but  little  power  for 
mischief,  and  have  with  equal  wisdom  pro- 
vided for  the  return  of  that  little  to  their 
own  hands  at  very  short  intervals.  While 
the  people  retain  theu*  virtue  and  vigilance, 
no  adnunistratiou,  by  any  extreme  wicked- 
ness or  folly,  can  very  serloasly  ii\jure  the 
(r  >verument  in  the  short  spaoe  of  foor 
years. 

My  countrymen,  one  and  sH,  fhink  eshnlj 

and  well  upon  this  wliolo  subject.  Xotiiing 
valuable  can  be  lost  by  taking  time. 

If  there  be  an  oljeot  to  hurry  any  of  yon, 
in  hot  haste,  to  a  step  which  you  would 
never  take  deliberately,  that  object  will  bo 
frustrate<l  by  taking  time;  but  no  gOOd 
olyeot  can  be  frustrated  by  it. 
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Saoh  of  you  as  aro  now  dissatisfied  still 
bftTe  the  old  Oonstitutiou  uniiup^red,  and, 
on  the  sensitive  point,  the  laws  of  jOur  own 
fk-aniiii^' under  it ;  whilo  tlie  new  adminis- 
tration v\  ill  have  no  immediftto  |K>W6r,  if  it 
would,  to  change  eitlier. 

If  it  were  admitted  that  yon  who  are  dis- 
aatisfit  d  hold  the  rif,-! it  hi-!.:  in  tlio  dispute, 
there  id  atill  no  Hinglo  reason  for  precipitate 
action.  Intelligence,  patriotism,  Ohrfatian- 
ity,  and  a  firm  reliance  on  llini  who  hiia 
never  yet  forsaken  this  favored  land,  uro 
ttill  competent  to  adjuat,  in  the  best  way, 
all  our  ]ir.-i.-iit  <litlirullies. 

iu  your  hauils,  my  diAsatinfiotl  fellow- 
ooQntnrmen,  and  not  in  mine,  bthe  momen- 
tons  mxiQ  of  civil  war.  The  Oovemment 
will  not  a-ssail  you. 

Yon  ean  have  no  conlliet  without  bciii;; 
yourselves  the  a^reasors.  You  can  have  no 
oath  re^nstered  m  Heaven  to  destroy  the 
GoverniiRiit;  while  I  shall  have  the  nio^t 
solemn  one  to  "  preserve,  protect,  and  de- 
fend»it.  • 

I  am  loath  to  close.  Wo  are  not  enemies, 
but  friends.  Wo  must  not  be  coemies. 
Though  passion  may  have  strained,  it  mnst 
not  break,  our  bon<is  of  iiileftion. 

The  niyslic  ehords  of  memory,  stretching 
from  every  battle-field  and  patriot  grave  to 
every  living:  heart  and  hearthstone  all  over 
this  ]»road  land,  will  yet  swell  the  ehoruH  of 
the  Union,  when  n^'iiin  touched,  as  surely 
they  will  be,  by  the  better  augehi  of  our 
natore. 

_  TJie  liabitual  tone  ot'tlii<  romarka- 
M(»  ]>a|HT  i.s  dt'precatorv,  not  to  say 
ap'iloirc'tic.  Mr.  Lin<-olii  evidently 
composed  it  under  the  fixed  impres- 
sion that  'the  Soath'  needed  bntto 
be  disabused  of  her  impressions  and 
apprehenflions  of  Korthem  hostility 
to  restore  her  to  lovaltv  and  the 
whole  Iniid  to  peace.  If  she  ]>c 
made  to  feci  that  tlio  new  rule  dm  s 
not  <le-iro  to  meddle  with  Slavery  in 
the  States  wliicli  cherisli  it,  but  will 
hunt  and  return  fumtive  ^lave;*  to  the 
extent  of  iU  ability,  then  Secession 
will  be  given  up,  and  the  eoantiy  le- 
Btored  to  peace  and  harmony  t  That, 
certainly,  is  an  amiable  view  of  the 
eituation ;  bat  it  waa  not  justified  by 

*  See  pagea  106-^ 

"See  Jb.  JohnYan  Bimn  on  this  pomt»  page 


a  elotie  study  and  thoniuirli  eompre- 
heusiou  of  our  recent  political  his- 
tory. 

jfr.  Lincoln's  sn^ieation  that  the 
dictum  of  the  Saprane  Court,  thongh 

law  to  the  suitor  whom  it  bore  httrd 
upon,  does  not  bind  the  people  not  to 
entertain  and  vote  in  conformity  to 
an  adverse  conviction,  though  in  full 
accordance  witli  the  action  of  'the 
South'  iu  regard  to  tlie  Alien  and 
Sedition  laws,  the  Creek  and  Chero- 
kee treaties,"  etc.,  and,  in  fitct,  to  the 
action  of  all  parties  when  overruled 
by  that  Court,  was  not  calculated  to 
1  (lease  and  conciliate  *the  South,* 
Yet  no  adversary  of  a  United  States 
Bank  ever  felt  himself  I'estniined 
fr(»in  o|)|)i •>iii<;  and  v«itin<^  against 
such  a  iJank  as  unconstitutional  by 
the  fact  that  the  Court  had  adjudged 
it  otherwise.  No  one  imagines  that 
a  decision  by  that  Court  that  Slavery 
had  no  right  to  enter  the  territories 
would  have  been  regarded  and  treat- 
ed by  *the  South'  as  the  end  of  con- 
trt)versyon  that  ]>oint.'*  But.  having 
obtiiiiied.  in  the  l)red  Scott  cjuse,  an 
o[)inion  that  slavelnddei-s  inujld  take 
their  human  chattels  to  any  territory, 
and  there  hold  them,  claiming  ample 
protection  from  tiie  GoTemment  in 
so  doing,  they  were  fully  resolved  to 
make  the  most  of  it,  and  not  at  all  dis- 

"sed  to  acquiesce  in  the  su^estion 
that,  on  questions  essentially  ]tolit- 
ical,  the  American  Peoj>le  are  a 
higher  authority  than  even  their  Su- 
[)reme  Court. 

The  weakest  portion  of  tliis  docu- 
ment is  its  inconsiderate  talk  about 
an  invasion"  of  the  States  by  tiie 
Federal  Government,  and  its  quaisi 
pledge  not  to  a|»point  Federal  offi- 

S13.  Fbrlir.  Jeffenmn'aTiewa,  flee  pagea  8S-4; 
fiir  Qes.  Jaduon*!^  loe  pagea  l(Nt-S. 
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ccrs  for  romiiuiiiities  unaiinnousilv 
hostile  to  the  authority  <  >t' the  Union. 
A  surgeon  who  sliuuld  vohinteer  a 
j)ledge  not  to  disturb  or  meddle  with 
any  proud  flesh  he  might  find  in  his 
patient's  wounds,  would  hardly  expect 
to  augment  thereby  that  patients  con- 
fidence in  his  skill ;  nor  could  a  priest 
wlio  should  stipulate  never  to  assail 
any  otlier  tlian  unpopular  and  repudi- 
ated sins,  e.Njtect  to  win  a  higli  regard 
either  for  his  authority  or  his  sanc- 
tity. The  fact  that  the  sovereignty 
of  the  Union  is  coextensive,  and,  at 
leastf  coordinate  with  that  of  the 
States,  is  here  clearly  lost  sight  of. 
To  say,  in  *  fl'tM  t.  to  rebels  against  the 
Tsational  authority,  You  may  expel 
that  authority  wliolly  from  your  viein- 
age  by  killiiiL''  a  few  of  its  leading  up- 
holders, and  thus  terrifying  the  resi- 
due into  mute  servility  to  your  will,'* 
isnot  theway  to  sujipreas  arehellion. 

The  strong  point  of  this  Liaugural 
IB  its  frank  and  plump  denial  of  the 
fundamental  Secession  dogma  that 
our  Union  is  a  league,"  formed  in. 
1787.  "The  Union  is  mueh  older 
than  the  Constitution,"  says  Mr.  Lin- 
coln, truly  and  pertinently.  Had  the 
Constitution  been  rejected  by  the 
States,  the  Union  would  nevertheless 
have  subsisted.   Ours  is  ^om  coun* 


!  try' — made  so  by  God  and  His  Pro- 
vi<lenee,  revealed  through  the  wliole 
!  of  its  recorded  history  ;  its  '  uio/u  jjer- 
fect  Union'  is  but  a  step  in  itd  deve- 
lopment— ^not  the  cause  of  its  exist- 
ence. 'Hence,  Secession  is  not  *'the 
dissolutioi^  of  a  league,"  as  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson Davis  asserts,  but  a  treason- 
able, though  futile,  etibrt  todieoigan- 
ize  and  dei?troy  a  nation. 

^fr.  Lincohrs  rejec  tion  of  Disunion 
asphysically  impossible — a.s  forbidden 
by  the  geography  and  topography  of 
our  country — ^is  a  statesmanlike  con- 
ception that  had  not  before  been  so 
clearly  apjHPehended  or  so  forcibly  set 
forth.  And,  in  truth,  not  one-tenfli 
of  the  then  active  Secessionists  ever 
meditated  or  intended  Disunion  as 
I'fniKinent.  TIk-v  jirojxtsed  to  de- 
stroy the  Union  in  order  to  reconsti- 
tute it  according  to  their  own  idi  as, 
with  Slavery  as  its  comer-stone.  To 
kick  out  the  Kew  England  States, 
rural  Kew  York,'and  that  'fanatical' 
section  of  the  West  that  is  drained 
by  the  Great  Lakes  and  the  St.  Law- 
rence— such  was  the  constant  incul- 
cation of  j)ro-Slaverv  journalists  and 
politicians  throughout  that  eventful 
Winter  and  Spring.  Free  States 
were  to  be  admitted  into  the  Con- 
federacy, on  condition  of  their  fully 


**  The  New  York  Herald  of  NoTember  9th, 
contained  an  instnictiTe  letter  dated  Charleston, 
Hofiember  Sth,  1860^  firom  wliieh  tha  liDllowing 

is  an  extract : 

"It  muBt  be  undonitood  that  there  is  a  radi- 
oal  dilftreiioe  in  tho  patriotism  of  a  Northerner 

and  a  Soiitliemer.  T!io  Nurthemer  invariably 
considers  liimsolf  as  a  citizen  of  the  Union;  ho 
rrganls  llio  Feilerid  army  ami  navy  aa  his  couu- 
Xxy's  army  and  navy,  and  looks  ui>uu  the  Gov- 
ernment at  Washington  as  a  great  consolidated 
orLMiiixjilifm,  of  which  he  forms  an  integral  part, 
ami  to  whifh  whatever  love  of  country  he  may 
possess  is  dip' ■!»■<].  Hi  yoi.d  pnyinf.'  tlie  State 
taxes,  voting  for  State  otlit  cra,  and  Fookitig  re- 
dress primarily  in  the  State  court.s,  ho  luis  very 
little  idea  r,f  any  special  iiMlt^  being  dus  to  bis 
own  porticuior  istate. 


"  The  Soutliemer,  on  the  other  hand,  gene< 
rally  (and  the  South  CMtdtnian  dways)  repudl- 

ntestliis  tlioory  of  rnn?^olidation.  lie  feels  tliat 
lie  owfS  all>>.i-'ii'  e  U>  liid  own  State,  and  U>  ];cr 
alone;  he  is  jealouH  of  her  riirhts  and  honor,  and 
will  never  admit  tliat  any  step  taken  in  obedi- 
ence to  her  mandate  can  uiTolTe  the  idea  of  trei^ 
son.  The  Federal  Government  is,  in  hin  eyes, 
but  the  emb<Hliniont  of  certain  powers  delej^ated 
by  the  t>tateH  fmm  motives  of  jiolicy.  Lei  Ihogo 
motivea  be  oneu  removed  or  oouuterbalaneed, 
and  ho  holds  that  the  State  has  no  lon^rer  anj 
reason  for  maintaining  a  connection  which  it 
was  her  right,  at  any  time,  to  have  dissolved. 
These  bein^f  tho  views  of  the  people  of  South 
Carolina,  tho  threats  of  Douglas  and  the  Black 
Republicans  have  only  served  to  confirm  the 
wavering  and  knit  together  the  citiaeiui  of  tho 
various  Beotions  of  tho  State." 
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abjuring  all  manner  of  anti-Sliivcry 
K'Jitiniciit  and  iiu-ulcation  evonnore, 
and  becoming  Slave  States.  A  few 
Southern  fimatfes^  wlio  deemed  no> 
thing  needed  bat  the  reopening  of 
the  AMeaa  Slavie-Tnde  to  render 
'the  Sonih'  the  mistress  of  the  world, 
Tvislied  to  be  rid  of  all  *  Yankee'  as- 
sociation and  contamination  ever- 
more ;  but  the  great  mass,  even  in 
the  Cotton  State;^,  regarded  Secession 
but  a»  a  device  for  bringing  the  2\ortb 
to  its  kneesy  and  Mnding  it  over  to 
fhtore  doeiUtjto  eveiy  exaction  of 
the  IShkTe  Power. 

Mr.  linoofai  fondly  regarded  his 
Inaugural  as  a  reeistleBs  proffering  of 


!  the  olive-branch  to  '  the  South' ;  the 
conspirators  everywhere  interpreted 
it  as  a  challenge  to  war.**  And  when 
the  finrmer  had  taken  the  oath,  aol- 
emnly  administered  to  him  by  Chief 
Justice  Taney,  the  two  Presidents' 
wended  their  way  baek,  duly  e»- 

j  corted,  to  the  "White  House,  at  whose 
door  ]Mr.  Bnelmnan  hade  Mr.  Lin- 

i  coin  a  cordial  good-by,  retiring  to 

!  the  residence  of  his  friend  and  l>enefi- 
ciary,  Kobert  Quid,  whom  he  had 
made  H.  S.  District  Attorney,  and 
who,  though  fifom  Maiylanc^  soon 
after  fled  to  Bichmond,  and  entered 
at  once  the  military  service  of  the 
Oonfedenu^. 


XXVU. 
OMINOUS  PAtTBE. 


President  LiNOOLN,  on  tlie  day  after 
his  inauguration,  submitted  to  the 
new  Senate  the  names  of  tliose  whom 
he  had  chosen  to  preside  over  the 
several  Departments,  and  who  thuis 
became,  by  a  usage  which  has  no  ex- 

"It  ware  idle  to  quote  the  DUunioa  press, 
even  of  the  yet  unaeoeded  States,  to  prove  tiito; 
since  their  strictures  may  well  be  imagined. 
Tlie  foUowiog,  from  profeasedly  loyal  jotunala, 
•re  worth  reoording: 

'"The  Inaafniml,  as  a  wholes  breathes  the 

Fpirit  of  miHchic-f.  It  has  <mlya  conditional 
coase^vuti^'m — tiiat  is,  the  lack  of  abilitv  or 
■one  inexpediency  to  do  what  it  would.  It  as- 
aomes  despotic  authority,  and  iothnatea  the  de- 
■Igii  to  exerclae  that  authority  to  anr  extent  of 
war  and  Mooils!  eil,  i|uulifif(1  only  by  t!io  tn'th- 
h/Ming  of  the  rcqui.sito  means  to  tlio  end  by  the 
Amerioan  people.  Tli«?  nr&nimcntatioD  the 
address  is  puerile.  Indeed,  it  has  no  muriity 
entitled  to  the  dignStr  of  an  argument  It  is  a 
shaky  specimen  of  ppcrial  pleading,  bj*  way  of 
justifying  the  unrighteous  Hmmfter  and  tleed.s 
of  the  fanaticLsm  which,  lifted  into  power,  may 
be  gaU^i  aa  it  is  capable^  of  any  atiocittea. 


press  warrant  in  the  Constitntion,  his 
official  counselors.    They  were 

WiU-iAM  n.  FKWARn.  of  New  York.  Sfrr'u  '\f  St'iU  ; 
hAi.MoN  p.  (.'ilAhf- nf  Olil'i.  ,<^<v^v^^/•V'.'"•''<■  triii^>try{ 
f^iMi 'N  I'amf.p.o.v.  "if  l^'nn^yl  vanlix,  S,  t-i  (Itirij  n/  H'rir," 
(iiiiKoN  Wf.r.i  K-t.  i>f  < 'uiirHTlii  iiu  ."vrr'y  oftht  Xurt/; 
Cai.cu  15.  S.MiTiL  of  Imliiins.  Stcrrlnry  <ij  the  JnUrior  f 
tlKWAUD  Hate*,  of  Mis.*onri.  Aitom«if-G*H4roi; 
MtiNTdositRY  Ulair,  of  Maryland.  PoglmatUr-  ggmmt 


There  is  no  Union  spirit  in  tlio  address ,  it  is 
sectional  and  miachtevous,  and  studiously  with- 
holds any  sign  of  recognition  of  that  equality 
of  the  States  upon  which  the  Union  can  akme 
hv  mniiit  iinod.  If  it  mcaiiS  what  it  says,  it  is 
tlie  kueii  and  requiem  of  the  Union,  and  the 
death  of  hope."— Batttmoiv  Am. 

''  Mr.  Lincoln  stands  to-day  whore  ho  stood 
on  the  Gth  of  November  la,«t,  on  the  Chicwio 
riiifr'nn.  Ho  haa  not  receded  a  single  hair's 
breadth.  Mt  hat  appoinkd  a  (Jabinet  in  which 
(here  i»  no  stmfdteMer — a  fhiny  iffM  has  nerer- 
hefnre  h'ipp''nril  ifinre  the  formation  r,f  thf  Govern- 
ment; and  in  winch  there  are  but  two  nominally 
Southern  men,  and  both  bitter  Black  Kcpubiio- 
ana  of  tiie  radical  dye.  Let  the  Border  Statea 
ignominionsly  mbmit  to  the  Abolition  rule  of  this 
Line. In  Ailministration,  if  they  like;  but  don't 
let  Iff  mi'^f'  ohli',  mhmiy^ionists  prfrtend  to  be  de- 
ceived. Make  ;iny  base  or  cowardly eicuae  bat 
tbuL"~-FhHaii^^  i'emwyivanMm. 
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Mt,  Jefawm  Davis,  nilmg  at 
Montgomery,  had  already  oonatitiitecl 
ki»  Cabmet)  wlucli  consisted  of 

BicnnBr  Toovim.  of  OeorgU.  Stcrtkuy  qfStaUf 
CkuKusG.  MF.MNINOES,  of  South  OmUntAeratary 

f>f  Ihf  Trttuury  ; 
Xbbu Y  IN  >r%  Wauuw,  of  Alabama,  Stcreiarff  of  War  ; 

to  wliic'h  were  afterward  added 

Stbpukh  R.  Malu>et,  of  Klorlrla,  Sec'ty  of  <A«  Iftnt/ ; 
ivui  IL  JtBMAM,  of  Texas  l  ottmuatt-SmttA 

ThuB  the  two  €K>yenimeiita  stood 
fiioe  to  &ce,  holding  podtionB  and 
nudntaining  aaanmptiona  bo  palpably, 
utterly  incompatible  as  to  necessitate 
an  early  collifiion  :  and  that  collision 
must,  in  tlie  nature  of  tlniiirs,  prodnce 
a  crash  tliat  would  shake  the  conti- 
nent. Still,  there  was  great  and  wise 
relactance,  at  least  on  this  side,  to 
precipitate  or  to  initiate  hostOitiee. 
In  spite  of  appearances,  President 
titnoofai,'  and  the  adviserB  in  whom 
he  most  trusted,  seemed  stiU  incredu- 
lous as  to  the  inevitability  and  immi- 
nence of  a  clasli  of  arras.  Gov.  Sew- 
ard, the  new  Secretary  <»f  State,  had 
for  months  ])een  apparently  the  most 
resolute  of  optimists  with  regard  to  a 
happy  issue  fiom  oar  Interns]  oom- 
plicatiooSb  At  the  New  England 
Dinner*  in  New  York,  he  had  oonfl- 
dently  predicted  a  settlement  of  all 
our  troubles  witliin  the  ensuing  sixty 
days.  That  term  had  sped  ;  yet  his 
faith  iu  a  peaceful  solution  of  our 
diftereiices  a]>peured  as  buoyant  as 
ever,  and  seemed  to  be  sluired  bv  the 
President,  whose  "Nobody  hurt  as 
yet**  had  beoome  a  watchword  among 
the  obstinate  beliereis  in  'Manifest 

*  The  writer  revisited  Wuhiugton  for  a  day 
or  two,  some  two  weeks  or  more  after  Mr.  lin- 

ocln's  inauguration,  and  wa!i  purprinod  to  ?ec 
•nd  hear  on  every  hand  what  were,  to  him, 
ooDTindng  proofs  tiaat  n  «aitj  ooUtakn  with 
tlie  'Coofcderates'  was  not  WvAxmltJ  vpft^ 
hendcd  in  the  highest  quarters. 

•Anniversary  of  the  Landing  of  the  Pilgrims, 
December  22,  1860.  <In  178^-7. 
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Desdny*  and  the  unparalleled  lation- 
alitj,  wisdom,  intelligence,  and  self- 
control,  of  the  peerless  American 

People. 

Does  this  look  like  infatuation  1 
Tf  the  wisdom  that  eonies  to-nu»rrow 
were  the  genuine  article,  every  mau 
would  be  a  Solomon.  Kemember 
thatr  Ibr  nune  than  seventy  years,  no 
man  had  seen  an  American  hand 
lifted  against  the  symbol  ti  oor 
Nationality.  Neither  Shays's  Re- 
l)ellion,*  in  Massac! msetts,  nor  the 
Wliisky  KebelHon,'  so  called,  in  west- 
ern Penn^sylvaniajiad  reallv  puquised 
aught  beyond  the  removal  or  redress 
of  temporary  grieyauces  which  were 
deemed  intolerable.  Even  old  John 
Brown^&natio  aa  he  was;  madman 
as  many  held  him— never  dreamed 
of  dividing  the  country  which  he 
sought  to  purge  of  its  most  flagrant 
wrong ;  his  Canada  Constitution  ex- 
jire^sly  f;tipulated'  that  the  Union 
should  ])e  preserved,  and  its  flag  re- 
tained and  cherii>hed  by  his  adherents. 
Since  the  dose  of  our  Bevolutionary 
struggle,  no  man  had  seen,  in  the. 
Free  States,  any  other  banner  float- 
ing over  a  regiment  of  our  people 
than  the  Stars  and  Stripes ;  tliough 
the  waves  of  party  spirit  had  often 
run  mountain  high,*  and  Ave  had 
seemed  juBt  on  the  ]>riuk  of  disrujv 
tion  and  ciWl  war,  yet  the  dreaded 
collision  had  always  been  somehow 
averted,  and  the  moment  of  fiercest 
excitement,  of  widest  alienation,  had 

*In  1795.  »See  pages  287-8. 

*  During  the  War  of  1812,  it  was  common  In 
New  p]nghind  for  the  antagonist  parties  to  tak* 
opposite  Hides  of  the  'bro.id  nislf'  of  rho  •  mefting- 
bouse'  wherein  their  respective  '  town  meetings' 
were  bold,  and  so  remain  during  the  day,  con* 
ferring  and  counseling  among  themselves,  but 
rnrcly  mingling  with  or  speaking  OlTilljr  to  luein* 
bers  of  the  adrerse  par^. 
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often  been,  the  immediate  precursor 
of  a  halcyon  era  of  reconciliation, 
peace,  and  fratenial  liarmony.  It 

was  not  ea>y  for  Xortliern  men,  espo- 
ciully  tli<tse  who  liad  never  vif^ited 
and  sojourned  at  tlie  Soutli,  to  com- 
prehend and  realize  the  wide  preva- 
lence and  intensity  of  anti-Kational 
sentiment  and  feeling  in  those  locali- 
ties whose  social  order,  mdnslary,  and 
Lnsiness,  were  entirely  based  on 
Shwery.  Keither  envying  nor  hating 
the  Sonthornerp,  while  lamenting 
their  delusions  and  resisting  their  ex- 
at'tions,  it  wasliard  indeed  for  many, 
if  not  most,  of  the  citizens  of  the 
Tree  States  to  realize  that  wo  stood 
on  the  brink  of  a  volcano  whose  mm* 
blings  preluded  an  eruption  of  blood 
ae  well  as  ashes. 

Scarcely  a  week  after  Mr.  Lincoln's 
inauguration,  liis  Secrotary  of  State 
was  served  with  the  following : 

"  "VTASinvr.TnN.  Mnrch  12, 1861. 

SeenUtry  of  State  &fth«  UnUtd  StatM : 

"Sin: — The  unclersipned  have  boon  thily 
accredited  by  iLo  Government  of  the  (.'on- 
fisdenite  States  of  America  as  Coramission- 
ers  to  the  Govcrmnt'iit  of  the  riiitc<l  Stntt  -i. 
and,  in  pursuance  of  tlieir  iustruc  tiouH,  liavo 
now  the  honor  to  acjiiaint  you  with  that 
fact,  and  to  make  known,  through  yoa,  to 
the  rrusident  of  the  United  States,  the  ob- 
jects of  tlieir  preiience  in  this  Capital. 

beveu  States  of  the  late  Federal  Uuioa 
baTinfr,  in  the  exercise  of  tlie  inherent  right 
of  (L'wry  free  ]»i  o[)lo  to  chancre  or  relonn 
their  poHtieal  institutions,  audtbrougli  Con- 
yentions  of  their  people,  withdrawn  from 
the  I'nited  St;it<.-<,  aii<l  roassuuied  the  attri- 
butes of  sovereij;a  power,  delegated  to  it, 
have  formed  a  GoTemraent  of  their  own. 
Tiie  CoiitV-derato  States  con«titnt©  an  inde- 
j)endent  nation,  ilf/ncto auildt: Jure^ttni  pos- 
seHs  a  (roveniiMi  111  perfect  in  all  its  parts  and 
endowed  witli  all  the  means  of  sclt'-Niipjiort. 

*'Witii  a  view  to  a  speedy  a4ju>tnieiit  of 
fill  questions  growing  out  of  thid  politicnl 


•  Thu  reply  was  withheld,  up«>n  consultation 
with  John  A.  Campbell,  of  Alnl  ama,  (tljon  nml 
till  May  2d  thereafter  a  .lustic©  of  tlie  V. 
Supreme  Court,)  until  twcuty-Utree  days  subse- 


separation,  iipon  such  terms  of  arnity  and 
good-will  as  the  reepective  interests,  geo- 
graphical contiguity,  and  future  welfare,  of 

the  two  nations  may  render  necessary,  the 
unders.i{:ne<l  aro  instructed  to  make  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  overtures 
for  the  oiH'niiiu'  of  iietrotiations,  assuring  the 
CioverniuLUl  ul  tiie  United  Stalea  that  the 
President,  Conj;res.s,  tmd  people  of  the  Con- 
feilerato  btateii  earuestly  desire  a  peaceable 
solution  of  these  great  questions ;  that  it  is 
neither  their  interest  nor  their  wish  to  make 
any  demand  which  is  not  founded  in  strict 
justice,  nor  do  any  act  to  li\}iire  their  late 
cont\(lir,it<.'-i. 

The  uiidertiigued  have  now  the  honor,  ia 
obedience  to  the  instmctions  of  their  Go^ 
ernnient,  to  reijuest  you  to  appoint  as  early 
a  day  as  possible,  in  order  that  they  nniy  }»re- 
»ent  to  the  President  of  the  Uniied  States  the 
credentials  wliii  li  they  hear  :i;nl  tlir  oli'.  cta 
of  the  mission  with  which  they  aro  ehurgod. 
"We  are,  very  respectfully, 

M  Ytmr  obedient  servant^ 

*^JOHX  FOBSYTU, 

"Mabidi  J.  Obawvobow** 

To  \hh  virtual  Declaration  of  War, 
under  tlie  »riiise  of  an  overture  l»M,»k- 
in^  to  ne*j:;otiatit>n,  settlement,  and 
amity,  Gov.  JSeward  resspouded  as  fol- 
lows:* 

*^Mmorandum, 

"  Depaktment  OF  Statr,  ) 
"Wasiiinoton,  Miirrh  1"..  18«1.  J 

"Mr.  John  Forsstli.  of  the  State  of  Ala- 
Vtaina,  and  >[r.  Martin  J.  C  ruwl-ni,  of  tho 
Stulo  of  Georgia,  on  tlie  1  llii  iii.-l.,  tlinui^^'h 
the  kind  ol^ces  of  a  distinguished  Senator, 
submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State  their  de- 
sire for  an  unotlicial  interview.  This  request 
wa.s,  on  tho  l*2th  inst.,  upon  exclusively 
pubiio  considerations,  respeotfuUy  declined. 

**  On  the  18th  inst,  while  the  Secretary  was 
j)rericcupied,  Mr.  A.  I).  Uaiiks.  of  \'ir;:iiua, 
called  at  this  Department,  oud  voa  received 
by  the  Asnstant  Secretary,  to  whom  he  de- 
livered  a  se.ikd  communication,  whi«'h  he 
bad  been  charged  by  Messrs.  Forsyth  and 
Crawford  to  present  to  the  Beeretarj  la 
person. 

"In  that  communication,  Messrs.  Forsyth 
and  Crawford  inform  the  Secret:»ry  of  State 
that  they  h:i%-e  been  duly  accredite<l  by  the 
Government  of  th«  Confoderale  States  of 
America  as  ConunissioDers  to  tfate  GoTeni> 


qucnt  to  its  date.  JndgeC.  would  seem  to  ban 
beon,cveu  llic  n,  .^etinp  as  a  rotitederatc,  despite 
his  oath  ori.fTu'"'.  t:;ou).']i  nii-*uu(lorstoodb/ UOT. 
&  as  laboring  to  preserve  the  Uaion. 
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ment  of  tho  United  States,  and  tiiey  set  forth 
the  objects  of  their  sittondatioo  nt  Washing- 
ton. TLoy  obiWJrvo  tlmt  seven  States  of  tho 
American  Union,  ill  jKierciso  of  a  ri^lit  inhe- 
rent in  every  free  people,  have  withdrawn, 
through  cmiventions  of  their  people,  from 
the  rnite<l  States,  reassmned  the  attrihiite.s 
of  sovereign  power,  and  formed  a  govern- 
ment of  their  own,  and  that  those  Confeder- 
ate States  now  CMii^titute  an  independent 
nation  de  /aeto  and  de  iure^  and  poss^e^  a 
government  perfbct  in  aU  its  parts  and  foAj 
endow rd  w  it!i  all  the  means  of  self-support. 

"Messrs.  Forsyth  and  Crawford,  in  tiieir 
aforesaid  coininnnicatiun,  thereupon  prooeed- 
e<l  to  iiifortn  that,  with  a  view  to  a  s]>eedy  a<l- 
juiitUK-nt  of  all  questions  frrowintr  out  of  tho 
political  sejtaration  thus  assumed,  upon  BUch 
terras  of  amity  and  jjood-will  as  the  respec- 
tive interests,  {reographical  contiguity,  and 
the  future  welfare  of  tlio  supposed  two  na- 
tions might  render  necessar/,  thejr  are  in- 
fltmcted  to  make  to  the  Goremment  of  the 
Fnited  States  overtures  for  the  opening  of 
negotiations,  assuring  this  Covernmont  that 
Ijhe  President,  Congress,  and  people  of  the 
Confederate  States  earnestly  de-sire  a  peace- 
fnl  solution  of  these  great  questions,  and 
that  it  is  neither  thdr  interest  nor  their 
wish  to  make  any  demand  whic  h  is  not 
founded  in  strictest  justice,  nor  do  any  act 
to  iqjare  their  lato  confederates. 

"After  making  theso  stafeinents,  Mes^trs, 
Forsytli  and  Crawford  close  their  eoninuini- 
cation,  as  tliey  say,  in  obedience  to  the  in- 
stractions  of  their  Government,  by  request- 
ing the  Secretary  of  State  to  appoint  as  early 
a  day  as  possible,  in  order  that  they  may 
present  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
the  credentials  which  thej  hear  and  tiie  ob- 
jects  of  the  mission  with  wldoh  they  are 
chu^ed. 

"The  Secretary  of  State  frankly  confesses 

that  he  understands  the  events  w  !iic!i  have 
recently  occurred,  and  tho  condition  of  po- 
litical affairs  which  actually  e.rists  in  the 
j)art  of  the  rnion  to  which  his  attention 
has  thus  been  directed,  very  ditferently  from 
the  aspect  in  which  they  are  presented  by 
Messrs.  Forsyth  and  Crawfortl.  lie  .sees  in 
them,  not  a  rightful  and  accomplished  revo- 
lution and  an  indepen<leiit  nation,  Avith  an 
established  govt  riitnent.  but  rather  a^rver- 
rion  of  a  temi  orary  and  partisan  excitement 
to  tho  inconsiderate  purposi  s  of  an  unjustili- 
ablo  and  unconstitutional  aggression  upon 
the  rights  and  the  anthority  vested  in  the 
Fi'deral  Clovertunent,  and  hitherto  benignly 
exercised,  a.s  from  their  very  nature  they 
always  must  bo  exercised,  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  tho  I'nion  and  tho  preservation 
of  liberty,  and  tho  security,  peace,  wel- 
fare, happiness,  and  aggrandizement  of  tho 
Amerioou  People.  The  SecretaiT-  of  State 


therefore  avows  to  Messrs.  Forsyth  and 
Cr;iwff)rd  that  he  looks  patiently  but  confi- 
dently for  the  cure  of  evils  which  hava 
resulted  ftoia  proceedings  so  nnneccssary, 
so  unwise,  so  unusual,  and  so  unnatural,  not 
to  irreguhir  negotiations,  having  in  view  new 
and  untried  relations  with  agencies  unknowTi 
to  and  acting  in  derogation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion and  laws,  bnt  to  rognlar  and  consider- 
ate action  of  the  jieojile  of  those  States,  in 
cooperation  with  their  brethren  ia  tho  otlier 
States,  through  the  Gongress  of  the  United 
States,  and  stich  cxtraordin.iry  Conveiifions, 
it'  there  bo  any  need  thereof  as  tlie  Federal 
Constitution  contemplates  and  anthorizes  to 
be  assenibletl. 

It  is.  however,  the  purpose  of  tlie  Secre- 
tary of  St.ite  not  to  engage  in  any  discussion 
of  these  subjects,  but  simply  to  set  forth  his 
reasons  for  declining  to  comply  with  the  re- 
(ptest  of  Messr-i.  For.«yth  and  Crawford. 

"On  the  4th  of  March  inst.,  ilie  newly 
elected  Plvsident  of  the  United  States,  in 
view  of  all  the  facts  bearing  upon  tho  pres- 
ent c^uestion,  assumed  the  executive  Ad- 
ministration of  theOonemment,  first  deliT- 
ering,  in  lU'cord.ince  witli  an  early,  honored 
enstom,  an  Inaugural  Address  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States.  The  Secretary  of 
State  rcspci  tfuUy  submits  a  copy  of  this 
address  to  Messrs.  P'orsyth  and  Crawford. 

"A  simple  reference  will  bo  sutiicient to 
satisfy  thn<o  gentlemen  that  tho  Secretary 
of  (State,  guitled  by  the  princijdes  therein 
announced,  is  prcvent^'d  altogether  from 
admitting  or  assuming  that  the  States  re- 
ferred to  by  them  hare,  in  law  or  in  fact, 
withdrawn  from  tho  Federal  Fnion.  or  that 
they  could  do  so  iu  the  manner  described  by 
Messrs.  Forsyth  and  Crawford,  or  in  any 
othi'r  manner  than  with  the  consent  and 
concert  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  ^ven  throngh  a  National  Oonrwition, 
to  be  assembled  in  conformity  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution  of  tho  United 
States.  Of  course,  the  Secretary  of  State 
cannot  act  tipon  the  assumption,  or  in  any 
way  admit,  that  tho  so  called  Confederate 
States  constitute  a  foreign  I'owi-r,  witli 
whom  diplomatio  relations  onglit  to  bo  estab- 
lished. 

"  Under  theso  circumstances,  tho  Secret..iry 
of  State,  whose  official  duties  are  contined, 
sidjjoct  to  the  direction  of  the  President,  to 
CI  inducting  of  tho  forei^'-n  relations  of 
tho  country,  and  do  nut  at  all  embrace  do- 
mestic questions,  or  questions  arising  bo- 
t  Veen  tlie  several  States  and  the  Fe«leral 
(luverument,  1*  unaMe  to  comply  witli  the 
request  of  Messrs.  For  yth  and  Crawford,  to 
appoint  a  day  on  wliidi  they  may  present 
the  evidences  of  their  authority  and  the  ob- 
jects of  their  visit  to  the  President  of  the 
United  GtatM,  On  the  contrary,  he  is  ob- 
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liged  to  state  to  Hoanv.  Forajtli  and  Oravr- 
ford  that  he  has  no  authority,  nor  Is  he  at 

liberty,  to  recognize  tliera  as  diploinalio 
agenta,  or  bold  correspuudence  or  other 
comnnmloatkm  vlth  them. 

"  Fiimlly,  t!io  Secretary  of  State  would 
observe  that,  although  he  has  supposed  thut 
be  iiiiu'lit  atMj  and  with  propriety  have 
adopted  these  conolnsions  without  making 
any  reference  of  the  hubject  to  the  Execu- 
tire,  yet,  so  strong  has  been  his  desire  to 
practice  entire  directness,  and  to  act  in  a 
spirit  of  perfect  respect  and  candor  toward 
Messrs.  Porsyth  and  Crawford,  and  that  por- 
tion of  the  Union  in  whose  name  they  present 
themselves  before  him,  that  he  has  eheer- 
fully  submitted  this  paper  to  the  President, 
wlto  coincides  generally  in  the  views  it  ex- 
prossea,  and  sanctions  the  Seeretaiy^a  decis- 
ion (lerHniu;;  otiicial  interooona  wwxlleflars. 
Forsyth  and  Crawford." 

These  memorable  papers  are  too 
Hcid  to  require  or  justifj  extended 
comment.  The  Commissioners,  it 
will  be  seen,  j)lace  the  alleged  Seces- 
Bion  of  the  Cotton  States  expressly 
and  exclusively  on  the  true  and  pro- 
per ground — "  the  inlicrent  right  of 
every /"ree  people  to  change  or  reform 
their  political  inatitatioiis'' — in  other 
•woidfly  the  Bight  of  Bevolntion — 
thus  prednding  all  dleciUBion  as  to 
the  fvetended  constitutional  right, 
or  resen'ation  of  rights  to  secede  at 
will  from  the  Union.  But  tlii.s  posi- 
tion, howovcr  wisely  and  honorably 
taken,  does  not  at  all  ])reelude  the 
question  which  Mr.  Lincoln  was 
hoond  to  aak,  and,  in  some  way,  to 
answer— What  right  have  /,  the 
fiuily  chosen  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
Union — chosen,  too,  at  an  election 
wherein  the  seven  States  now  alleged 
to  have  seceded  fully  participated — 
to  rccoLrni:^c  tliose  States  as  a  foreiern 
nation,  us  independent  of  the  remain- 
ing States  as  Russia  or  Peru  ?  How 
ynSX  such  recognition,  and  the  action 
necessarily  consequent  thereon,  accord 
with  my  solemn  oath  of  office,  and  the 
vei^tyohligationB  it  imposes!  How 


with  my  duty  to  those  loyal  citizens 
of  the  United  States  m  Iio  are  also 
citizens  or  residents  of  the  States 
whicli  ackiiowledtre  Mr,  JetTersou 
Davis  as  their  political  Chief  1"  To 
these  questions,  inevitably  presenting 
themsdves  to  every  intelligent  nund, 
Messrs.  Forsyth  and  Oravrford  indi- 
cate no  reply  whatever.  Tliey  ro- 
])  resented  a  power  which  had  de* 
cliued  co<1peration  with  even  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Slave  States — which  had 
not  ovt;n  C(»nsidered  the  propriety  of 
calling  a  National  Convention — and 
which  now  proffered  to  the  Union 
no  ocHnpromise,  no  middle  ground, 
but  the  naked  alternative  of  'Surren- 
der or  fight 

Gov.  Seward's  reply,  though  jmcific 
in  temper,  and  evidently  animated  1)y 
a  hope  that  liostilities  may  yet  be 
avoided,  is  eminently  frank  and  ex- 
plicit. That  the  Executive  could  rec- 
ognize Messrs.  Forsyth  and  Crawford 
cnlj  as  citizens  of  tiie  United  States, 
not  as  plenipotentiaries  of  an  inde- 
pendent and  foreign  povror— that  the 
alleged  secession  and  confederation  of 
the  seven  States  in  qnestion  was  not, 
and  r<»nld  not  be,  recon^m'zed  by  the 
(Tovemment  as  valid ;  their  seces- 
sion being  imjdiedly,  and  their  con- 
federation expressly,  forbidden  by 
the  Federal  Constitution — that  there 
could  be  no  secession  save  through 
the  agency  a  National  Convention, 
which  those  States  had  declined  to 
invoke,  and  were  now  unwilling,  to 
submit  to — that  their  alleged  griev- 
ances could  be  redressed  only  througli 
such  Convention,  or  by  the  Congress  ; 
of  the  United  States,  wherein  the  n<rlit 
of  those  States  to  an  equal  representa- 
tion had  been,  and  still  was,  unques- 
tioned—end that  the  Frerident  had 
been  ooosulted  respecting,  and  fhlly 
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oonGmTed  in,  these  tIows  of  bis  8ec^ 
xetary  of  State — to  much  seems 

plainly  Bet  forth  in  this  *raeni(>ruii- 
dnm,'  with  all  thie  perspicuity  wliich 
can  be  attained  tlirough  tho  employ- 
ment of  our  mother  tongue.  ILnv  is 
it  possible,  then,  that  comjdaint  sliould 
nevert]iek'>8  1)6  made  that  tlie  Con- 
federates were  deluded  by  Gov.  Sew- 
ard into  anticipations  of  an  early  and 
easy  conoession  of  their  independ- 
ence t 

Yet  that  charge  l<i  made;  and, 
since  it  rests  wholly  on  the  testimony 
of  a  Confederate  who  once  held,  and 
hatl  not  then  resigned,  the  exalted 
jx)sition  of  a  Justice  ct"  tlie  United 
States  Supreme  Court,  it  may  be  well 
to  oond^er  it  fUly.  The  teetlmony 
is  that  of  JndgeOampbell  aforesaid,  (a 
prominent  dkciple  of  l£r.  OalhannX 
who,  about  the  time  of  his  taking 
final  leave  of  Wa-^^hington  to  enter 
more  openly  into  tlie  service  of  the 
Confederacy,  wrote  to  Gov.  Seward 
as  follows : 

"Wabiitkotow  Ottt,  ) 
"Saturday.  AjtH  i:?,  18f>l.  \ 
*'8nt:— On  the  16th  Harch  alt.,  I  left 
with  Jad^e  Onwford,  one  nf  the  Commto- 
gioners  of  tho  Conft'dorato  Statea,  a  note  In 
writiog  to  the  folio wiog  elTect: 

'I  ft«l  enlln  flonfldmM  Ihit  Voft  Snnterwinb*  •*■»• 

Mtcd  In  the  next  ton  dajrs.  And  tbb  mtmnn  is  fSsIt  u 
Inposinii  Kreat  res|mn«lbllltx  on  tb«  AdmlntolnUnn. 

M  frcl  an  rnttr<>  ronfldpnco  that  no  niWB w  dMByUy 
th«  esMnK  ftAtu.<«.  iiivJadiriouB  to  the  Scmtben  OmiM- 

^rit<-  St^t.■^  l<  nt  pr>  ».'nt  ronti'nip!:il<-'l. 

"I  f  <■!  an  iMitIro  ronliilrnr.'  thsit  an  lmini.i!l,il«'  domnnd 
for  an  an-w. t  t<i  ihu  cotninimlcalion  <il'  tlio  C<irnmt9»l<in- 
rwwinii.  [.!- ■hi'  tivf  i.f  I'vll.  and  m.t  of  mnxl.  I  do  Dot 
bcUere  thai  It  ou^Ut,  at  lliis  time,  to  b«  preMed.* 

**T1ie  mbelBDee  of  thie  etatenient  I  eom- 

mnnicated  to  yon  tho  fame  cvoninf?  by  let- 
ter. Five  days  elapsed,  and  I  called  with  a 
telegram  fnm  Gen.  Beauregard,  to  the  effect 
that  Siiiiiter  was  not  ovacnrit'  '!,  h\it  that 
Mjy.  Anderson  was  at  work  fnakiiig  repairs. 

"The  next  day,  after  conversinp  with  you, 
I  communicated  to  Judge  Crawford,  in  wri- 
ting, that  the  failnre  to  evacuate  Sumter 
wa.M  not  tho  result  of  bad  faith,  but  w.i8 
attributable  to  causes  consistent  with  the 
intention  to  (hlflU  the  engairoment;  and  that, 
H.H  rciTHnltMl  Picken>s,  I  should  have  notice  of 
any  deeiga  to  alter  the  existUig  itataa  there. 
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Mr.  Justice  Xelson  was  present  at  these  con- 
venations,  three  in  number,  and  i  subniitted 
to  fatin  eaeh  of  my  corarannieations  to  Judge 
C'rawfi.rd.  and  irifornic<l  Judge  C.  that  they 
had  bis  (Judge  Nelson's;  sanction.  I  gave 
yon,  on  the  2Sd  March,  a  snbetantial  copy  of 
the  statement  I  had  made  on  tlie  15th. 
"  The  80th  of  March  arrived,  and  at  that 
:  time  a  telegram  came  from  Oov.  Pickens,  in- 
(liiiritifT  concerning  Col.  Latii'm,  wlinsc  visit 
to  Charleston,  he  supposed,  had  a  connection 
witii  the  proposed  evaooslion  of  Fort  Sum- 
ter. 

''I  left  that  with  you,  and  was  to  liave  an 
answer  the  t'i'll<i\ving  Monday  (1st  Apttt). 
On  the  first  ol  April,  I  received  from  yon  a 
statement  In  wnting,  'I  am  satisfied  the 
(ioveninuiit  will  not  undertake  to  supply 
Fort  tiuiuter  without  giving  notice  to  Goy. 
IMckens.*  The  vorda  *  I  am  satisfied*  were 
for  nil' to  use  US  ex|)ressiv*'  (;f  rdiitideDOa  i& 

ithe  remainder  of  the  declaration. 
"The  propositkm,  a*  orighially  prepared, 
was,  'The  President  way  clf*irr  to  .nupplr 
Sumter,  but  will  not  do  so,'  etc.,  and  your 
verbal  explanation  waa  that  jon  did  not  be- 
lieve any  such  attempt  would  be  made,  and 
that  there  was  nodesign  to  reenforee  Sumter. 

''There  was  a  departure  here  from  the 
pledges  of  the  previous  month ;  but,  witli  the 
verbal  explanation,  I  did  not  consider  it  & 
matter  then  to  complain  of — 1  simply  stated 
to  yon  that  I  had  that  assurance  previously.. 

**0n  the  7th  April,  I  addresseo  yon  a  let- 
ter on  the  subject  of  tlio  alarm  tlmt  flic 
arations  by  the  Government  had  created,  and 
asked  yon  if  the  assnranoes  I  had  given  were^ 
well  or  ill  fdunded.  In  respect  to  Sumter,, 
your  rejdy  was,  'Faith  as  to  tinmter  fully 
kept — wait  and  see.'   In  the  moming^a  pa> 

1>er,  I  read,  '  An  authorized  messenper  from 
Vesident  Lincoln  infonned  CJov,  IMeken*. 
and  Gen.  Beaureganl  that  provisions  would 
he  sent  to  Fort  Sumter  peaceably,  cr  otktr^ 
u>i$e  by  force} 

"Thi.s  was  the  Ftli  of  April,  at  Charles- 
ton, the  day  following  yonr  last  assurance, 
and  is  die  evidence  of  the  fhll  feith  I  ivas  in- 
vitcd  to  \r  a  it  for  anil  In  the  same  paper, 
I  read  that  intercepted  dispatches  disclose 
the  Act  that  Mr.  Fox,  who  had  been  allowedi 
to  visit  M^j.  Anderson,  on  the  pledge  that, 
his  purpose  was  pacific,  employed  liis  oppor- 
tunity to  devise  a  plan  for  su[>plying  the  fork 
by  force,  and  that  this  jilan  luul  Ikch  ndopt- 
ed  by  the  Washington  Government,  and  was 
in  |)roce.ss  of  execntion. 

My  re<*ollection  of  the  date  of  Mr.  Fox's 
visit  carries  it  to  a  day  in  March.  I  learn 
he  is  a  near  ooonaetion  of  a  member  of  tba 
Cabinet. 

"  My  connection  with  Hie  eooimissioners 

and  yourself  wju';  suju  rinduced  by  a  conver- 
satioii  with  Justice  kelson.    Ue  informedt 
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mo  of  your  stron'j;  disposition  in  f:iv(»r  of 
peace,  and  that  you  woro  oppressed  vith  a 
daraand  of  t!ie  Oommiffiioners  of  th«  Confed- 
OTito  Slates  for  a  rojily  to  their  first  It  ttcr, 
and  that  you  desired  to  uvoid,  if  possible,  at 
thattimo.  I  told  him  I  mights  perhaps,  be 
of  sortK'  Hcrvico  ill  urranji^inir  dlirH-uIty. 
I  cauio  to  your  ollice  entirely  ut  hiii  retiuess, 
and  withoat  the  knowledge  of  the  Oominis- 
sioni'r«.  Yoiir  depression  was  olnions  to 
bot!i  Judf;o  Nulsou  ami  myseli'.  I  wa-j  grati- 
fied at  the  character  of  the  couiis<.'l!)  you 
were  desirous  of  porsuing,  and  much  im- 
pressi'd  with  your  observation  that  a  eivil 
war  might  be  prevented  by  the  s-n  ri  <if 
my  mediation.  Yon  read  a  letter  of  Mr. 
Weed,  to  ahow  how  irksome  and  responsihio 
^fa^  the  withdrawal  of  troojis  from  Sumter  \v;i<. 
A  portion  of  my  comuunioation^^^ttd^  ' 
Orawford  on  tlie  ISth  of  March  wMllldcd 

npon  these  remarks,  and  the  pi.  tr,  ,  .  .-li 
nate  Sumter  id  less  forcible  than  tiie  words 
you  employed.  Those  words  were,  '  liefore 
this  K'ttor  reaches  yon  |a  proposed  letter  liy 
mo  to  Tresident  Davii*J,  ^umter  will  have 
l>oen  evacuated.' 

"  The  Commissionors  who  received  those 
communications  conclude  they  have  been 
abused  and  overreached.  The  Montgomery 
Qovemment  hold  the  Mime  opinion.  The 
OommisslonerR  have  suttpos^  that  my 
comiiiunieatioiis  wero  with  you.  and,  upon 
that  hypothesis,  prepared  to  arruiga  you  be- 
ibre  the  eonntiy  in  eonneetion  widi  tlio 
President.  I  jdaced  a  peremptory  prohibi- 
tion upon  this,  as  being  contrary  to  the  terms 
of  mj  commnnioations  with  them.  I  pledg(  d 
nyadf  to  them  to  commnnicato  information 
1^K>n  what  I  considered  as  the  best  aulhoH- 
tfy  and  they  were  to  contldo  in  the  ability 
of  myself,  aided  by  .Judge  Xels^^m,  to  deter- 
mine ujion  the  credibility  of  my  informant. 

'*  I  think  no  candid  man  who  will  read 
orer  what  I  have  written,  and  consider  for 
a  moment  what  la  going  on  at  Sumter,  will 
agree  that  the  e<iuivocating  conduct  of  the 
Adminiatration,  as  measured  and  interpreted 
in  eonneetion  with  these  iwomisea,  is  the 
proximate  rau=c  of  the  great  Calamity. 

liuve  a  profound  conviction  that  the 
tdegrams  of  the  8th  of  April,  of  Gen.  Beau- 
reganl,  and  of  the  10th  of  April,  of  (ren. 
"Walker,  tlio  Secretary  of  War,  can  bo  re- 
ferred to  nothing  else  than  their  belief  that 
there  has  l>een  sysrematic  duplicity  practiced 
upon  them  throughout.  It  is  under  an  op- 
presiiive  sense  of  tho  weight  of  this  respon- 
sibility that  I  submit  to  joa  these  things  for 
joor  explanation. 

"Very  respectfully, 

"John  A.  Campbeix, 
"AtMktttJnHiee  of  th*  Sujirtm*  (kwri. 
**Bioii.  Wm.  H.  Biwari), 


Judge  Oiznpbell,  It  will  be  noted, 
takes  up  the  thread  of  the  furtive 

negotiations  exactly  ulien?  tlie  Com- 
missioners had  dropped  it.  They 
had  made  tlicir  tleuiand  on  the  12th  ; 
had  been  answered  by  Gov.  Seward 
on  the  lilth  ;  but  tlte  answer  with- 
held ;  for  on  tliis  day  Judge  C.  makes 
hb  first  appearance  on  the  scene, 
with  an  asBorance  to  the  Ooumile* 
rionen  that  hs  toit  '^entire  conii- 
denoe  that  Fort  Sumter  would  bo 
evacuated  within  the  next  ten  dayp," 
if  tho  Commissioners  wonl<l  not  push 
matters  too  Imrriedly  to  a  crisis.  Still 
later,  lie  gave  these  Commissioners  as- 
surances that  no  attempt  woiihi  bo 
made  to  supply  the  closely  invest- 
ed and  teantily  provisioned  garrison 
of  Fort  Sumter,  until  due  notice  of 
the  intent  had  been  given  to  6ov« 
Pickens ;  whidi  promise  was  fulfiDed 
to  the  letter. 

Judge  rampbell  quotes  Jnpt  ice  Nel- 
son as  testifyini'  to  Gov.  Seward's 

strong  disposition  in  favor  of 
peace."  Who  ever  denied  or  doubt- 
ed it  I  But  did  lie  ever  avow  an  in- 
clination to  Peace  on  the  haeie  tf 
DUimiont  That  is  the  vital  point; 
and  it  is  not  covered,  even  by  as- 
sertion^ on  tlie  part  of  the  Confed- 
erates. Tliat  he  chmg  tenaciously 
to  tho  hope  of  some  '  adiu>tment'  or 
Reconciliation,' wlieri^by  civil  warmight 
be  averted,  and  the  just  autliority  of 
the  Federal  Government  acknowl- 
edged and  respected  by  the  Confed> 
erate  States,  is  manifbst;  and  that 
is  the  whole  truth,  and  affords  a  sim- 
ple and  obvious  explanation  of  what 
seems  to  Confederates  so  niysteriouSy 
80  crafty,  or  so  atrocious.  The  mani- 
test,  controlling  fact  is,  that  the  j)ar- 
ties  to  tliis  uniijue  correspondence 
occupied  positions  so  contrasted,  so 
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incompatible,  that  it  was  scarcely 
poflBiUe  that  thej  should  serionslj 
oigi^.m  a  negotiAtion,  irnidi  len 
bring  it  to  a  luippy  iasne.  It  was 
much  as  if  a  plenipotentiary  should 
address  the  government  to  which  he 
"Was  aocrodited  in  Greek,  knowing  no 
otlier  tongue,  and  liis  dispatch  be 
received  and  answered  by  one  who 
was  equally  ignorant  of  any  language 
bnt  Choctaw.  The  only  possible  re- 
sult of  sach  tfpkonacy  is  a  poetpone- 
ment  of  bostiHties;  and  that  seems, 
in  this  case,  to  baye  been  achieved : 
for  the  Confederate  envovs,  in  slia- 
king  from  their  feet  the  dust  of 
"Washington  and  returning  to  their 
ovm  'nation,'  addressed,  on  the  Vth 
of  April,  a  vituperative  letter  to  Gov, 
Seward,  whereof  all  that  is  not  mere 
rhetoric,  of  a  peculiarly  SonUiem 
stomp,  or  has  not  already  been  here- 
in stoted,  is  as  fellows: 

"The  undensifrnetl  rlonrlv nnderptanil  that 
ynu  liavo  dc<liiu  (1  to  aiiimint  ii  day  to  ena- 
ble them  to  lay  the  objects  ot'  the  mis- 
sion with  which  they  are  charged  before  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  heoauso  so 
to  do  would  be  to  recoguiice  the  iiidepen- 
denoe  and  wparate  mutionolity  of  the  Oon- 
fideratc  States.  Tliis  is  the  vein  of  thoijj,'ht 
that  pervades  the  ineinorandam  before  us. 
The  trath  of  history  requires  that  it  dionld 
distinctly  appear  upon  tlie  record  that  the 
andersiipiea  did  not  ask  (he  (Jorrnuneiit  of 
the  United  SUitet  to  recognize  the  iudepcn- 
dfurf  (if  the  Confwlerate  States.  They  <>n!y 
asked  au  audience  to  a(^ust,  in  a  si>irit  i>f 
ainity  and  peace,  Vu  new  relation*  tprimjing 
from  a  mani  feM  a),d  aeeompliahrd  revolution 
in  the  poverimient  of  the  Lite  Federal  Union. 
Your  refusal  to  entertain  these  overtures  for 
A  peaceful  solution,  the  active  naval  and  mili- 
tary preparations  of  this  Government,  and  a 
furnial  notice  to  tlio  cun)inan<liny:  ^'eneral 
of  the  Confederate  forces  in  the  harbor  of 
Charleston  that  the  President  intends  to  pro- 
vision Fort  Sumter,  by  forcible  means,  if  ne- 
eeasary,  are  viewed  by  the  undersigned,  and 
can  only  be  reeeived  by  the  world,  as  a  dec- 
hinition  of  war  against  the  Confederate 
.States;  lor  the  President  of  tlio  United 
btates  icnows  ttiat  Fort  Sumter  cannot  bo 
j^rovisioned  wiUumt  the  effu8i<m  of  blood. 


The  undersigned,  in  behalf  of  thefr  Govejm- 
nient  and  people,  accept  the  gage  of  battle 
thos  thrown  down  to  ttiom;  and,  appealing; 
to  God  and  the  judgment  of  mankind  for  the 
rigjlteonsncss  of  their  cause,  tlie  people  of 
the  OoBfederate  States  will  defend  their  lib- 
erties to  the  last  agdast  this  flagrant  and 
open  attempt  at  their  flnt^agitioiL  to  seo- 
tional  power." 

As  the  world  has  not  been  grati- 
fied with  a  sight  of  the  credentials 
and  instructions  of  these  gentlemen, 
it  may  he  disconrteoiis  to  ast>iune 
that  their  eagerness  to  "accept  the 
gage  of  battle"  oanied  them  beyond 
l3ie  strict  limits  of  their  powers  and 
duties;  but  the  sabtile  oasuistiy 
which  enabled  them  to  discriminate 
between  a  recognition  of  Ck>nfederate 
independence  and  an  "audience  to 
I  adjust  tlie  new  relations  springing 
from  a  manifest  and  ac('ompli«lied 
revolution,"  might  have  Bocured  to 
them  fame  and  fortune  in  some  more 
poetic  and  imaginatiTB  Tocation. 

As  the  OommitHionerB  seem  to  ap- 
prehend that  thej  would  be  chaiged 
with  a  lack  of  enei^  if  it  ehould  be 
understood  that  tliev  had  allowed  the 
CTOvernnient  of  the  United  States 
nearly  four  weeks  wherein  to  decide 
between  reco<riiizing  —  or,  if  they 
choose,  admitting  and  acting  upon— - 
the  independenee  of  the  Confederate 
States,  and  an  aooeptance  of  the 
*<gage  of  battle,"  it  may  be  reqnisite 
to  give  one  more  extract  from  their 
valedictoxy,  as  follows : 

"  This  delay  was  as.4ented  to  fo^  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  attaining  the  ffrest  end  of 
the  mission  of  the  undersigned,  to  wit :  a 
MOlflo  solntion  of  existing  complicution.<. 
The  inference,  dcducible  from  the  date  of 
yonr  memorandnm,  that  the  nndersifnied 
had,  of  their  own  volition  ruul  witliont 
cause,  consented  to  this  long  hiatus  in  the 
prave  duties  with  which  they  were  charged, 
is  therefore  not  consistent  with  a  jnst  expo- 
sition of  the  faets  of  the  ca.so.  The  inter- 
vening tweoty"^ dixy*  were  employed 
in  active  iiiioffi(»al  efforts,  the  oltject  of 
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whioh  WM  to  smooth  tho  path  to  a  pacific 
solation,  the  distingniahed  personage  aJluded 
to|.lu(Igo  Campbell]  ooOperating  with  the 
nn<li.ir-ii;;iu'(] ;  ami  every  step  of  thut  ctYnrt 
ii  recorded  in  writing,  and  now  in  possessiuu 
of  the  nnderaigned  and  of  their  GoTerament 
It  \va>*  only  when  all  these  anxious  efforts 
for  peace  had  been  exhausted,  and  it  became 
clear  tliat  Mr.  Lincoln  had  determined  to 

Sipeal  to  the  sword  to  reduce  the  people  of 
e  Ooofedeftto  Btatee  to  the  will  «^  the 

MoUon  or  pwtjwlioee  President  he  is.  tlmt 
the  nnderngned  resumed  the  oihcial  uego- 
tiation  temporarily  suspended,  and  eeiit 
thoir  secretary  for  a  reply  to  their  note  of 

March  12th." 

But  that  the  Oonfederacy  was  al- 
lowed, in  no  respect,  to  suffer  hj  this 

brief  ])reathing-s|)ell  mistakenly  ac- 
corded by  bor  plenipotentiaries  to 
the  Uniou— that  the  '  peace'  wliicli 
we  enjoyed  was  of  an  equivocal  and 
one^ded  chaivcter — ^will  appear,  not 
only  from  the  dose  mvestmenk  of 
.  menaced  Fort  Somter — ^with  which 
no  one  was  avowed  to  communicat©, 
save  by  Gov.  Pickens^s  gracious  pei^ 
misaion— but  b  y  tlie  active,  aggressive 
bostilitv  to  Federal  autboritv  mani- 
fested  tl  in  niijliout  the  !Soutb,a8  evinced 
ill  the  following  order : 


"  HaAo-QVABiins  Twwn  CoimiMnu'n  Sum, ) 
MxAS  PimAflObA,  Pla.,  JToneA  18,  IWl.  f 

"Tlie  Cotmnandiii^^  General  learii.s  with 

8uq>riae  and  regret  that  some  of  oar  citizens 

are  engaged  hi  the  bosinese  of  fhmishing 

8uj)i)lie!<  of  fuel,  water,  and  provisions,  to 

the  armed  vessels  of  the  United  titateti  now 

ooonpTiDg  a  threatening  i^pearanoe  off  this 

harbor. 

"That  no  misunderstandinja:  may  exist 
npoo  this  subject,  it  is  announced  to  all  con- 
eerned  that  this  traffic  \s  strictly  forl)idden  ; 
and  oil  such  supplies  which  may  be  captured 
in  transit  to  said  vossela,  or  to  Fort  Ffokeofl, 
will  be  confiscated. 

"The  more  effectually  to  enforce  this  pro- 
hihitiiiti.  no  boat  or  vesi+el  will  bo  allowed 
to  visit  Fort  Pickens,  or  any  of  the  United 
States  naval  veesels,  without  Hpociat  sanotion. 

'•('ol.  John  II.  Forney.  Acting  Inspector- 
General,  will  organize  an  efficient  liarbor 
Polioe  for  the  enforcement  of  this  order. 

«  By  command  of  Brifradicr  General 

'^Braxtox  Bragg. 
"RoBXHV  0.  WooD^  Jr.,  Au^t^  A^i.'O0n,** 


And,  all  tlirougb  tlie  seceded 
States,  those  Unionists  who  dared  to 
indicate  their  devotion  to  the  flag  of 
their  fathers  were  being  treated  with 
a  still  more  tictive  and  positive  illus- 
tration of  Confederate  amity  than 
was  accorded  to  the  garrison  of  Sum- 
ter and  the  fleet  off  Pensaoola. 

Whether-  Ftcsident  loncoln  did  or 
did  not,  for  some  dajs  after  his  inau- 
guration, incline  to  the  withdrawal 
of  Major  Anderson  and  his  brave 
handful  from  closely  beleaguered 
Sumter,  is  not  certain.  It  is  certain 
that  great  doubt  and  anxiety  on  this 
point  pervaded  the  country.  Some 
of  the  newspaper  oovTespondents  at 
Washington,  who  were  very  proi)erly 
and  -keenly  on  the  watch  for  the  least 
indication  of  the  Presidential  pur- 
pose, telegraphed,  quite  confidently, 
on  the  14tli,  that  Siiintcr  was  to  bo 
peaceably  evacuated  ;  that  (tcu.  Scott 
had  given  his  opinion  that  this  was  a 
military  uec^sity ;  that  the  fortress 
was  so  suRoimded  and  enveloped 
hy  Confederate  forts  and  batteries 
that  it  could  not  now  he  xe6nforced, 
nor  even  provisioned,  save  at  an 
enormou-  ami  unjustifiable  cost  of 
human  blood  ;  so  that  there  was  no 
])ractical  alternative  to  its  abandou- 
ment. 

The  new  Senate,  which  had  been 
convened  for  the  4th  hy  President 
Buchanan  to  act  npon  tiie  nomina- 
tions of  his  snooeasor,  remained  sit> 
ting  in  Extra  Session  until  the  98th ; 
and  its  Democratic  members — ^now 
reduced  by  Secession  and  by  changes 
to  a  decided  ininority — urgently  and 
pertinaciously  demanded  from  the 
majority  some  declaration  of  the  Prc»- 
sideut^s  purpose.  "  Are  we  to  have 
coercion  and  civil  war,  or  conoessioa 
and  peace  r*  was  the  budeQ  of  their 
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inquiries.  Messrs.  T.  L.  diiigiiiBn,*  of 

North  Carolina,  Bayard,  of  Delaware, 
and  Breckinridge,*  of  Kentucky,  who 
were  all  three  close  allies  in  the  past 
of  the  Confederate  cliieff,  and  two 
of  them,  nince,  o]>en  partici})aiit.s  in 
the  Rebellion,  were  prominent  and 
pertinacions  in  pushing  these  inqui- 
ries; bat  Mr.  Douglas,  of  lUinoifl) 
vnited  in  them,  talking  as  if  the  Pre- 
sident were  at  p«rfect  liberty  to  en- 
force the  laws  or  not,  at  his  discre- 
tion, and  if  his  attempting;  to  do  it 
would  rend«  r  him  responsible  for 
lighting  the  lianies  of  civil  war.  lie 
distinctly  advocated  the  surrender  of 
the  Southern  fortresses ;  saying : 

We  ccrtaiiily  cannot  justify  tlie  holding 
of  forts  there,  mucli  less  the  recapturing  of 
those  which  have  been  taken,  unless  we  in- 
tend to  reduce  those  States  themselvee  into 
subjection.  *  *  *  We  cannot  deny  that  there 
is  a  Southern  Confederacj,  d»  facto,  in  ex- 
totenoe,  with  its  capital  at  Montgomery. 
Wo  may  regret  it.  /  rc  ^rret  it  most  j)ro- 
foundlj ;  but  I  cannot  deny  the  truth  of  the 
futk  pdnftd  and  mortuying    it  ii.'* 

ITo  Democrat  in  the  Senate,  and 
no  oi^gan  of  Democratic  opinicm  ont 
of  the  Senate,  proffered  an  assurance 
or  an  exhortatiim  to  the  President, 
trading  to  encourage  and  snpport 
him  in  upholding  the  integrity  and 
eutorciiiLT  tlie  laws  of  the  Union;  and 
not  Democrats  only,  but  tliose  who, 
in  the  late  Presidential  contest,  had 

^  Mr.  GUngman  ofbied  the  foUowiag  resolu- 
tion: ' 

^Beaoived,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Senate, 
it  is  expedient  ttiat  the  President  withdraw  all 
Federal  troops  from  the  States  of  South  Carolina, 
fle<>rgi;i,  Florida,  Alaliaiiia.  Misniasippi.  Texas, 
and  Louisiana,  and  abstain  from  all  attempta  to 
•sOsct  revenna  hi  thsM  Stetaa" 

•Hr.  Breckinridge  finally  ofldred  the  ftUow 

lug  resolution  ;  acfion  on  which — to^rt-thor  with 
that  of  Mr.  Cliogman — was  precluded  bj  the 
a^jooronmit  of  the  Senate: 

"Rttcivti,  Tltat  the  Senate  recommend  and 
advise  tha  removal  of  the  United  Stetes  troops 
finm  the  Umiu  of  the  OoofMante  Ststea" 


made  "  the  Union,  the  Constitatioa, 

and  the  enforcement  of  the  laws," 
their  platform  and  their  battle-oijy 
now  spoke  and  acted  precisely  as 
wonld  a  coniMinnity  who,  seeing  their 
bherilf  set  f  »rth  to  serve  a  ])recept 
npon  a  baud  of  desperate  law-break- 
ers, were  to  ask  him  why  he  did  not 
dedst  from  his  a^ressiTe  project, 
and  join  them  in  preeerring  the 
peace.  The  Bepnblicans  of  the  Sen- 
ate were  either  unable  or  unwilling 
to  shed  any  additional  light  on  the 
iniqioses  of  the  Executive — the  reso- 
lution in  regard  to  them,  ofiered  by 
Mr.  Douglas,  being  laid  on  the  table 
by  a  party  vote :  Yeas  23 ;  Nays  11. 
But,  before  the  Senate  adjourned,  it 
was  very  generally  nnderstood — cer- 
tainly among  Bepublicana — that  the 
Soutliern  forts  were  not  to  be  surren- 
dered, and  that  the  Union  was  to  be 
maintained. 

The  month  of  March  had  nejirly 
worn  away  prior  to  any  outward 
manifestations,  by  the  *■  new  lords'  at 
Washington,  of  a  firm  resolve  to  dia- 
card  the  policy  <^  indecision  and  in- 
action whereby  their  predecessors  had 
permitted  the  Bepublio^s  strongholds, 
arms,  munitions,  and  treasure,  to  be 
seized  and  turned  ajjainst  her  bv  the 
plotters  of  Disunion.*  So  hite  as  the 
21st  of  that  month,  the  astute  and 


*  The  New  Orleans  Ike,  one  of  the  most  rcs- 
poctablo  of  Southern  jouruaU,  in  its  issue  of 
March  10th,  thus  expressed  the  ludverssl  oos- 
victir>n  of  the  Soutlirons  that  DO  J^^OOOU  ha 
educed  from  the  North : 

**The  Blade  BepabUcsns  «re  a  eowsrdly  set, 
aftor  all.  Tlic)-  have  not  th*'  fcurago  of  their 
own  cfitivictions.  They  tamper  with  their prind- 
I  >1(  3.  Loathing  Slavery,  tbcj  are  willing  to  incur 
almost  Wttf  sacrifice  rather  thsa  surrender  tha 
Border  Stsites.  Appearanoes  fai^eato  their  d!s> 
position  evoQ  to  fori'po  the  exqnipito  dclipht  of 
Bending  armies  and  ticots  to  make  war  on  th« 
ConfiHierate  States,  rather  than  run  tlie  risk  of 
forfeiting  the  allegisiiGe  of  the  ihmtior  Slave 
Statss.  WesaehgrfliisboirlMlloiraadporfldi* 
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rarely  over-6.mo;ume  Yice-Prenideiit 
Stephens'*'  conii^nitulateil  liis  liearers 
that  their  rovolutiou  had  thus  far 
been  accompHfllied  wiftihoat  sliedduig 
adropofblood-^luit  the  fearof deadly 
collisioii  with  the  Vnioni  they  had 
renounced  was  nearly  dispelled— >that 
the  Southern  Confederacy  had  now  a 
population  considerably  larger  than 
that  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies 
that  won  their  independence  througli 
a  Beven  years'  struggle  with  Great 
Britain — that  its  area  was  not  only 
eaaadseMj  laiger  than  that  of  the 
United  Ooloniea,  bntlaxger  than  that 
of  both  France  and  the  Au  rian  Em- 
pire— larger  than  that  *>i'  France, 
Spain,  Portugal,  and  the  British  Isles 
altogothor.  He  estimated  the  proj)- 
erty  of  the  Confederate  States  as 
worth  TwefU^'two  TJtowtand  Mil- 
lions iff  Dollars  ;  ^riiile  the  last  Oen- 
BUB  makeB  that  of  the  entire  Union 
but  Sixteen  Thousand  MillionB — an 
understatement,  doabtlesB.  That  the 
lemaining  81a ve  States  would  break 
away  from  the  Union  and  join  the 
Con fodoracy  was  regarded  V)v  liiin  as 
a  matter  of  course.  "  Tliov  will  ne- 
cessarily  gravitate  to  us  by  an  impe- 
rious law."    As  to  such  others  as 

ous  is  their  PoU(7,  and  how  loooiuilsteDt  are 
Ak^t  wiAm  wliD  their  profemtona.  The  troth  is, 

they  abhor  Sbverv;  but  th<\v  are  fully  alivo  to 
tho  danper  of  lofiin^' tli?ir  p»iwer  and  inlluonce, 
shoiilj  thoy  drivf'  Virginia  and  tlie  other  Bor- 
der States  out  of  ttio  Union.  Thej  chafe,  doubt- 
leee,  at  the  hard  neoeesity  of  permitting  South 
Carolina  and  her  sisters  to  escape  from  tlieir 
thraldom;  but  it  u  a  necessity,  and  they  must, 
perforaet  aubniit  to  tu" 

"In  his  epeech  at  flwmiih,  abMdjr  quoted. 
"  See  pagee  416-18. 

"  Th^  New  Tmk  Btrtid  of  Poccmber  D,  1860, 
has  a  WiLsliin^on  dispatch  of  tlio  8th  rolalivp  to 
a  caucus  of  ^outbora  Senators  then  being  held 
«k  tba  OapMol,  which  said: 

'•  Th>'  riirront  ofojiinion  "■■oemi  to  <!et  strongly 
in  favor  uf  a  reoon!<truL-tion  of  tho  Union,  with- 
out  the  New  Eo^and  States.  The  latter  States 


might  be  deemed  desirable  acquisi- 
tions, Mr.  Stephens  6j)oke  more 
guardedly,  yet  no  less  complacently, 
as  was  previonBly  seen." 

Tbis  waB  by  no  means  idle  gas- 
conade or  Tain-glorions  preBumption. 
Througbout  the  Free  States,  eminent 
and  eager  advocates  of  adhesion  to  the 
new  Confederacy  by  thoge  State;; — 
or  m  many  of  tliem  as  nii<x]it  hoj^e  to 
lind  acceptance — were  widely  lieard 
and  heeded.  The  3»ew  England** 
States  (except,  possibly,  Connecti- 
cut), it  was  agreed,  need  indulge  no 
Budi  bope— 4IAmV  buib  wwe  past  for> 
p;iveneB8,  and  their  reprobation  eter- 
nal. So  witli  the  more  'fanatical' 
St  ates  of  the  X*  »rth-West ;  so,  perhaps, 
with  Western  New  York  and  Northern 
Ohio.  The  remaining  States  and  parts 
of  States,  it  was  assumed,  might  easily 
and  wisely  fit  themselves  for  adhe- 
sion to,  and  acceptance  by,  tbe  South- 
em  Confederacy  by  expelling  or  sup- 
pressing  all  '  fanatics,' and  adopting 
the  Montgomery  Constitution,  ^ub 
legalizing  slaveholding  as  well  as 
slavehunting  on  tlieir  soil.  Among 
tho.se  who  were  nn(lorstof>d  to  urge 
such  adhesion  were  Gov.  Sevmour, 
of  New  York,  Judge  Woodward  and 

are  suppoaed  to  be  so  fanatiod  in  their  views  as 
to  render  it  impossiUe  that  Oere  duoiild  be  aaj 
peace  under  a  goranuMttt  to  iHiMi  Umj  fnn 
parties." 

And  Got.  Letcher,  of  Virginia,  in  his  ICesaege 

of  January  7, 1  SGI,  after  suggesting  "  th.it  a  oonv 
tni.ssion,  to  (xjusist  of  two  of  our  meet  intelligent, 
discreet,  and  exi)erionoed  statesmen,"  should  be 
appofeitod  to  virit  the  Legislatures  of  the  Free 

States,  to  tiie  rf'i>ori]    of  tlio  Porsooal 

Liberty  bills  which  liad  been  passed,  said: 

"In  renewing  the  reoommendation  at  tUs 

time.  I  annex  a  moiliGiatiMii,  .mil  that  is,  that, 
f-onimissioncrs  sluill  not  be  sent  to  cither  of  tho 
S'fW  England  States.  The  occurrt'ncc<s  of  tlio 
la  .St  two  months  hare  latiafied  me  that  New 
England  Purftanium  has  no  respect  for  human 
eon';titvitioii».  iirnl  so  littln  regard  for  tho  I'nlon 
tliat  they  would  not  sacritico  thoir  projudioos,  or 
■moUMr  their  resentments,  to  perpetuate  iL" 
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Prancis  "W.  Hughes,"  of  Ponnsylva- 
nia,  Kodmaa  M.  Piioe/*  of  ^ew  Jer* 
My,  etc,  etc. 

Kindred  in  idea,  tliou^li  (livcr>e  in 
its  nil mIc  ot'ojHTutiitiis,  was  an  a-ssocia- 
tion  organized  at  JS'ew  York  during 
this  month,  uamiug  itticlf  tlie  "  Ameri- 
can Sode^  for  promoting  Xational 
Unity,"  whereof  PioH  Ssmnd  F.  B. 
MoTBe  (of  tel^apluc  fiune  and  for- 
tune) was  made  Preaident,  while  The 
Journnl  of  Commerce  became  its  ac- 
credito(l  organ.  Tlie  cardinal  idea 
of  this  fratrrnity  wjvs  tlie  restoration 
and  conservation  of  National  Unity 
through  the  conversion  of  all  disai- 
dentB  to  the  fiuth  that  African  Sla- 
very is  ordained  by  God,  for  the  im- 

"  For  oiaoy  years,  CUairman  of  the  Democratic 
8Me  CamDittee. 

**  FoiiDerlj  RepreMOtatire  in  Oougn?M  tnm 
Odifoniia;  fiimt",  l>enii>cratic  Govcruor  of  New 
Jenej.  Gov.  Price' s  letter  to  L.  W.  Burnett,  Esq. , 
of  Newark,  K.  J.,  appeared  in  Tht  Xtwarik  Mer- 
cury of  .\pril  4,  18GI.   Ho  .says : 

**  If  we  find  that  to  remain  with  the  Korth. 
eepa rated  from  thoRo  who  have,  hcretofbrc,  con- 
sumed our  iniinufactur«  «,  nml  jfivt-n  einploymont 
to  a  lur^'  portion  of  our  labor,  deprived  of  that 
reciproc  ity  of  trade  whidi  we  half  hitherto  en- 
foyed,  our  Coouneroe  will  oeaee^  Bnropean  com- 
petition will  be  fniritcd  to  Soathem  marlcets,  our 
ptxijile  be  CTiiiip«jllf<l  to  seek  cmplormciit  c!so- 
wherc,  our  .state  btcoiJiiiitr  dep<.>pulated  luid  iii»- 
iwverishcd,  thereby  aflecting  our  agricultural 
Interest,  which  has  not  jet  felt  tho  crisis— oom- 
meroe  and  nantlfiictures  being  always  flntt  to 
feci  jiolitical  and  fininciril  otnl.:irras«n)oiits.  But 
at  list  the  blowwfll  bo  fflt  l>yull;  even  now, 
the  fanner.s'  products  are  at  ruinous  prices  at  the 
West.  These  are  the  prospective  results  ot*  re- 
iriMiininf;  with  the  present  Nortliern  oonfederncy. 
"Whrrea.**,  to  jiiiti  our  ii.'<tiny  with  the  ."^outh  will 
bo  to  c  oiitinuf  our  trade  aud  iutercxmrsc,  ourpros- 
pcriiy,  proj^n-Kfl,  and  happinose.  uninterrupted, 
and  perhaps  in  an  augmented  dogroe.  Who  is 
he  that  woold  adrlso  Now  Jenej  to  paretie  the 
pat' I  if  desolation  when  ono  of  profiperity  is  open 
Lcfure  her,  tvUhnut  any  M^nfirf  of  prinripli'  nr 
Jionor,  and  witliout  dilliculty  or  ilanjn  r ;  bcxiiles 
being  the  course  and  polii,^,  in  my  judgmont, 
most  liteoly  to  roQnite  all  the  States  under  tho 
gloriou.^  'StarH  and  Strtpea?' 

"The  action  of  our  State  will  prove  influcn- 
ti.il  an'l,  perhaps,  p<4i  iiti:>l.  from  our  goo^rrajih- 
ic^  position,  upon  tho  adjoining  groat  States  of 
r^vania  and  New  York;  and  I  am  cnnfl- 
tho  people  of  thoae  Statei^  whoee  in- 


provement  and  Ijlcssing  of  both  the 
Wliitea  and  the  Blacks.    The  pro- 

grainrne  of  tl:i;4  society  tlius  illu&- 
trat(s  the  bland,  Itenignaiit  ]>iety 
wherein  the  movumcut  was  ground- 
ed : — 

"Wo  believe  that  tho  time  has  come  whan 
such  evil  tcacliingH  f  Abolitionism]  should  b« 
firmly  riiid  Imldly  confronte<l,  not  by  tlie  an- 
tiiguuisiu!*  of  doubtful  and  perisliablo  wea- 
pons, bat  by  'the  Word  of  Qod,  which  liveth 
and  abideth  for  ever,'  aa  expounded  by  a 
broad  and  faithful  rcoojrnition  of  His  moral 
and  providential  government  over  the  world. 
1 1  is  with  this  view  that  we  propose  an  or- 
jra nixed  oflbrt,'*  etc.,  etc. 

"Our  attention  will  not  be  oomfined  to 
Slavery;  but  Uiis  will  be,  at  present,  our 
main  topfo.  Four  millions  of  immortal  b»> 
injrs,  incapaldo  of  polf-care.  and  indisposed 
to  indastry  and  foresight,  are  pruvidentiallj 
oommitted  to  the  hiuida  of  oar  fiouthem 


teresis  arc  identical  with  our  own  to  a  consid* 
(  rai  l  '  deirreo,  will,  when  they  elect,  choose  also 
to  Qsst  their  lot  with  tho  South.  And,  after 
them,  the  Western  and  North-Westem  States 

will  he  found  in  tiio  eaxno  balance,  wliich 
woisld  be,  es!«:-utially.  a  recfin«tnirtion  (if  tho  old 
( iovi  rninent.  \\  hul  is  the  (lill'Ti  iiee  whether 
we  go  to  the  South,  or  they  come  to  us?  I 
would  rather  i>o  tho  magnaoiniou.t  brother  or 
friend,  to  hold  out  the  hand  of  reconcilialiOB, 
than  ho  who,  as  magnanimously,  receives  the 

IirfitVir 

"It  takes  little  discernment  to  see  that  one 
policy  will  enrich  U8,  and  the  other  impoverish 
us.  Knowing  our  rights  aud  interest;*,  we  dare 
maintain  them.  Tlio  Delaware  Kivef  only  sepa- 
rator u.'*  from  tho  State  of  I>i  l;kwari<  {<  r  more 
than  one  hundred  railcs.  A  portion  cf  our  State 
extends  south  of  Mason  and  Di:fonV  line,  and 
south  of  Washington  dty.  Tlie  CoDstitutko 
made  nt  Montgomery  has  many  TPOdffteations 
and  amendtnentH  desired  by  the  ]>eo])lo  of  tliis 
State,  aud  none  they  would  not  iin  lcr  to  dia- 
uniun.  We  believe  that  Slavery  is  no  dtt; 
'  thai  the  negro  is  not  equal  to  Uiie  white  maa; 
that  Slavery — sttbordlnation  to  the  superior  raoe 
— is  his  natural  and  nonual  condition ;'  still,  we 
might  desire  some  ciiange  in  tho  Constitution, 
which  time  may  e)Tcet ;  but,  as  a  whole,  it  is,  m 
my  opinion,  the  only  basis  upon  which  tho  oona- 
try  can  be  saved ;  and,  as  the  issue  between  the 
North  and  tlic  .South  has  been  a  pr,i<  ;;«  :il  ono 
(the  question  of  territorial  rights  was  iniinato- 
rid,  andt  practically,  nothing  to  us),  lot  u»,  ilicn, 
save  tho  country — ^let  us  do  thtit  which  is  most 
likelv  to  reQnite  the  States,  epoedily  and  peaoe- 
fidly." 

Arguments  nearly  Identical  with  tho  foreg(^ 
ing  were  used  to  like  purpose  by  Qov.  Sey- 
mour, of  New  Toric,  but  la  private  cont 
tions  only. 
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friends.    This  stupeDdouii  trust  they  cannot 
jmt  from  them,  if  tl»j  would.  Einancipa- 
tiou,  were  it  possible,  would  bo  r,-''fUion 
against  Providence,  and  destruction  to  tho 
colored  race  in  our  land.    TVc  at  the  North 
rid  ourselves  of  no  responsibility  by  assum- 
ing an  attitude  of  hostility  to  Slavery,  nnd 
til  us  sundering  tho  boiuls  of  State  fcllow- 
idjip ;  ure  only  put  it  oat  of  our  power  to  do 
tlie  good  which  both  hrnnanity  and  religion 
deinnnd.     Should  wo  not  rather  recognize 
the  Providence  of  God,  in  His  placing  such 
a  va>t  multitude  of  the  degraded  and  de- 
pendent Hons  of  Africa  in  this  favoretl  hind, 
and  cheerfully  cooperate,  by  all  needful 
labors  and  saorifloes,  with  His  benevolent 
deaign  to  save  and  not  to  destroy  thoni  ? 
Under  a  Providential  dispensation,  lifting 
them  up  from  the  degradation  and  miseries 
of  indolenoe  and  vice,  and  ex.u  tini:  of  them 
dne  and  needful  labor,  they  cun  eei  iainly  be  I 
trained  and  nurtured,  as  nuinr  have  been, 
for  the  services  and  joys  of  heaven ;  and,  if 
the  climate  and  insutationsof  tlie  South  are 
su(di  that  our  fellow-citireiis  tliet'e  can  ufVonl 
to  take  the  onerous  care  of  tbem.  in  return 
for  thdr  wr?ioea,  ihoiild  we  not  gladly  oom- 


sent?^  They  freely  concede  to  us  our  cou- 
seientione  oonvictions,  our  rights,  and  all 
our  privileiri  s :  should  we  not  as  freely  eon- 
cede  to  tliem  theirs?  Why  should  we  con- 
tend ?  Why  paralyze  bosinesa,  torn  thou- 
f»ands  of  the  industrious  and  laborious  poor 
out  of  employmout,  sunder  the  last  ties  of 
ufi'ectiott  tliatoan  bind  these  States  tof  ether, 
destrny  our  nnre  prosperous  and  liappy  na- 
tion, and  perliuj»s  .-end  multitudes  to  prenia- 
tnro  graves—and  all  for  what?  Is  not  snch 
a  course  a  struggle  of  arrogant  a.'<snm])tion 
against  the  Providence  of  tho  Most  High? 
and,  if  persisted  in,  will  it  not  >nw\y  bring 
down  Uis  heavy  and  prolonged  judgments 
upon  nef  ^ 

Sueli  were  the  means  whereby 
many  conservative  and  Oiristian 
men  were  intent  on  j)reservijii;  our 
National  unity,  and  reviviiif;  the 
sentiment  ol"  liaternity  among  our 
people,  ia  March  and  the  beginning 
of  April,  186L 


xxvnL 


FOBT  SUHTEB. 


WnETHER  the  liesitation  of  tlio 
Executive  to  reiinforec  Fort  Sumter 
wud  real  or  only  apparent,  the  re- 
aerv9  evinced  with  regard  to  his 
intentions  was  abundantly  justified. 
The  President^  in  his  Inaugoral  Ad- 
droH.-;.  had  Idndlj  and  explicitly  set 
forth  his  conception  of  the  duties 
and  responsihilities  assumed  in  taking 
Ilia  oath  of  ofHce.  Xo  man  of  decent 
understanding  wlio  can  read  our  lan- 
guage had  any  reason  or  riglit  to 
doubt,  after  hearing  or  i)erusing  that 


\  dt)cninent,  that  he  fully  purposed,  to 
the  extent  of  his  ability,  to  maintain 
tlie  authority  and  enforce  tlie  laws 

* 

of  the  Union  on  every  acre  of  tlio 
geographical  area  of  onr  country. 
Hence,  seceasionists  in  Washington, 
as  well  aa  South  of  that  city,  uni- 
formly denounced  that  manifesto  as 
a  declaration  of  war,  or  as  rendering 
war  inevitable.  The  naked  dislion- 
esty  of  professed  Unionists  inquiring 
— as  even  Senator  Douglas,'  for  two 
weeks,  }»ersisted  in  doing — whether 


*  l£r.  Douglas — ^though  ono  of  tho  most  zesd- 
ena  advooates  of  tho  Critleaden  Compromise,  and 
tltou^  he,  as  such,  strangely  empliqred  all  his 
great  abili^  throoghoat  (he  wintar  of  '60->*61 


lo  dpmi)n«tr«tp  that  the  liepublicnna  oofl^  tO 
act,  in  accordance  not  with  their  own  prindslae 
and  eonviatiooa,  bat  with  his — and  who  talked 
and  BOted  hi  thfi  Tern  thvoag^  moat  of  tha 
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lb.  Linooln  trUended  peaoe  or  i0<zr, 
was  a  aare  trial  to  linman  patience. 
A  government  which  cannot  uphold 
and  vindicate  its  tiuthoritv  in  the 
country  wliich  it  prutVsses  to  ndo  i.s 
to  be  i»itied ;  but  one  which  doe.-i  not 
even  attempt  to  enforce  respect  and 
obedienee  k  a  confessed  imposture 
and  sham,  and  deserves  to  he  hooted 
off  the  face  of  the  earth.  Nay,  more : 
it  was  impossible  for  oiirs  to  exist  on 
the  conditions  prescribed  by  its  do- 
mestic foes.  Ko  government  can  en- 
dure without  revenue ;  and  the  Federal 
Constitution  (iVrt.  I.  §  9)  expressly 
prescribes  that 

•'No  preference  sliall  be  given,  by  any 
icfttlation  of  commerce  or  revenue,  to  the 
ports  of  oiu!  St.'itc  over  tboseof  anotber;  nor 
sball  vesselti  buuud  to  or  from  one  State  be 
obliged  to  enter,  dear,  or  paj  datiee,  la  aa- 
•ther." 

But  here  were  tlie  ]>ort8  of  nearly 
half  our  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts 

ate's  called  Sesakm,  which  followod — ^yot,  when 
war  nctually  prow  out  of  the  conttictinp  prcton- 
sioQS  of  the  Uuioa  and  the  Coafcderacy,  took 
nobly  end  heartily  the  Bide  of  hia  whole  oooatry. 

But,  even  before  tlio  tloso  of  tlic  calk-d  Session, 
e  decided  cluuige  in  hia  attitude,  if  not  in  his  cou- 
oeptfoDS,  waa  manifest  On  the  25tfa  of  March, 

replying  to  n  plea  fnr  '  P-  arv,'  on  the  basis  of  '  No 
ro«"T('ioii,'  liy  Senator  J.  ('.  Breckinridi'o.  i  f  ICcn- 
tuckj,  ho  ihuji  thoroughly  exposed  tliu  fuiiliiy 
«f  the  main  prntest  fiv  Dimnion: 

"IVom  the  beginning  of  this  Government 

dcwn  to  185D,  Slavery  was  proliibited  by  0)n- 
gn$$  in  aooie  portion  of  tlic  t4:rritori(.s  of  tho 
United  Statea.  lint  now,  for  thi!  fust  time  in  tho 
Ufltory  ol  this  QoTenunent,  there  ia  no  foot  of 
ffnmnd  in  America  toftav  Slavery  ia  prohibited  by 
act  of  C<>n'jrt'*s.  Yoi!,  '  f  tho  other  side  of  this 
chamber,  by  tho  unaiiiniuiis  vote  of  evory  Uc- 
pul)lican  in  this  liodj,  and  of  every  Kepublicain 
in  the  llouae  of  Bepreaeatativea,  have  organized 
tn  the  territories  of  the  United  States  on  the 
principle  f>f  non-intervention,  by  rongroM,  with 
tho  question  of  Slavery — leaving  tho  people  to 
do  an  tliL'y  pleaHc,  Hubjeot  only  to  the  limitations 
of  the  Constitution.  Hence,  I  think  (be  Senator 
ftom  Kentaclcy  fell  into  a  ktoss  error  of  feet  as 
well  a."  cf  law  when  ho  Faicl,  the  other  day,  that 
you  bad  not  abated  one  jot  of  your  creed — that  | 
you  had  not  abandoned  your  aggresdre  polity  in  | 


sealed  against  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  the  other  lialf,  save  on 
])nyment  of  diitict;  utterly  unknown 
to  our  haws ;  wliilo  floods  eonld  Ih) 
entered  at  those  j)orts  at  qnitc  dtlier 
(and  generally  lower)  rates  of  inqjost 
than  tliose  established  by  (jongress. 
Hence,  importers,  vdth  good  reason, 
refiued  to  pay  the  eatabliahed  duties 
at  Northem  ports  until  the  same 
should  be  exacted  at  Southern  as 
well ;  BO  that  tliree  montlis'  aequies- 
cenee  by  the  President  in  what  was 
untruly  commended  a»s  tho  "Peaeo 
policy,"  W(»nld  have  snnk  the  conn- 
try  into  anarchy  and  whelmed  tho 
Government  in  hopeless  ruin. 

Still,  no  one  is  required  to  achieve 
the  impossible,  though  to  attempt 
what  to  others  will  seem  snch  may 
sometimes  be  accepted  by  the  unself- 
ish and  intrepid  as  a  duty ;  and  this 
practical  question  confronted  tho 

tliO  tt'rritorios.  and  that  y<Mi  uito  ikhv  pursuing 
the  policy  of  ej-  hidin'j  tho  S<iuthcrti  jicoplo  from 
nil  tne  territoriea  of  the  United  States.  *  •  e 
There  never  has  been  a  time  since  the  Govern* 
ment  wm  founded  when  tho  right  of  the  slave- 
hcdders  to  emigrate  to  the  tcrritnt  ien,  to  carry 
with  tliem  their  slaves,  and  to  h'lil  them  on  an 
equal  footing  with  all  other  pro|>erty,  troi  a$ 
fully  and  ditiUncUy  reeogn  ized  in  ail  lit  i  territoritt  OS 
at  this  time,  and  ffiat,  Vxk  by  tfie  wurafmmur  «eil 
■  f'.'/i'  R' }i\thlican  jHirtij  in  Imlh  Jfow^' .1  of  Cinirjreas. 

■'The  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Breckin- 
ridge] ban  told  you  tliat  the  Southern  HtatSi^ 
■till  in  the  Uoioii,  will  never  be  satisfied  to  re* 
main  in  it  unless  they  get  terms  tfiat  will  give 
thorn  (itlKT  a  ri^^ht,  in  common  with  all  tho 
other  States,  to  emigrate  into  the  territories,  or 
tliat  will  secure  to  them  their  rights  in  the  ter- 
ritoriee  en  the  prindple  of  en  equitable  division. 
Theee  are  flie  onfy  terms  on  which,  as  be  seya, 
those  Ftouthom  States  now  in  the  Union  will  con- 
sent to  remain.  I  wish  to  call  the  altent  ion  of 
that  di8tingui.''bcd  Senator  to  the  fact  that,  un- 
der the  law  aa  it  now  akinds,  the  South  has  all 
tlie  rights  which  ho  daima  Fhwt,  Sontbem  men 
have  the  ri'jht  to  cmiprato  info  nil  the  territories, 
and  to  carry  their  Slave  ]>roperty  with  them,  on 
su  equality  with  the  citi/cns  of  tho  other  States. 
Secondly,  they  havt  an  equitable  partition  of  the 
territories  assbrned  by  hiw,Tts.:  altia  Slave  Hrri' 

V>ry  up  to  th'!  ihirhj-s<'-  infh  d"jr,,\  iustend^Hf^ 
Uie  varaUci  of  tiitrtysix  (kyro-s  Utirtij  miBMhe  n 
haHf  degree  more  Am  they  chdm.** 
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President  «ni  the  thres^liold :  'What 
trn(Ut^'  luivel  at  coiniuuiid  wherewith 
to  compel  obedience  to  the  laws  ?' 
Kow,  the  War  Department  lutd,  for 
nearly  eight  years  jnior  to  tiie  last 
few  weeks,  hwa  directed  BucoesBivelj 
by  Jettei'son  Davis  and  John  B. 
Floyd.  The  better  portion  of  our 
little  anny  had  been  ordered  by 
Floyd  to  Texas,  and  there  i)iit  under 
the  cijnuiuind  of  Gen.  TwiL'";?^,  by 
whom  it  ha<l  already  been  betrayed 
into  the  hands  of  his  fellow-traitors. 
The  anoB  of  the  Union  had  been  ted- 
nlously  transferred  by  Floyd  from  the 
Korthem  to  the  Southern  argenak. 
Tlie  most  effective  portion  of  the 
Navy  liad,  in  like  manner,  been  dis- 
persed over  distant  seas.  But,  so 
earlv  as  the  2ist  of  March,  at  the 
close  of  a  long  and  exciting  Cabinet 
session,  it  appeai'B  to  have  been  deii- 
nitively  settled  that  Fort  Snmter  was 
not  to  be  surrendei^d  withont  a  strug- 
gle ;  and,  though  Col.  G.  W.  Lay,  an 
Aid  of  Gen.  Soott,  had  visited  Charles- 

'  t%0  New  Tork  FernU  of  April  Mi  has  a  diB> 

patch  from  ita  Wasliington  corresiMjudont,  con- 
flrmiog  OQO  sent  tvrenty-four  hours  earlier  to  au- 
nouno*  the  (determination  of  the  Executive  to 
prOTision  Fort  Sumter,  which  thua  explains  tho 
negotiations,  and  the  seeming  heaitatioD,  if  not 
vacillaliun,  of  March: 

"Tho  peace  policy  of  the  Administration  has 
heen  taken  advantage  of  hy  the  Soutli,  while,  at 
the  same  time,  their  representatives  have  been 
l'.t'r«<  bf}r;:i;itifj  tho  Prt  «ident  to  ki  <  p  hands  off. 
AiVhile  lie  was  holding  back,  in  tho  hope  titat  a 
forbearing  disposition,  on  the  part  of  the  authori- 
ties  of  tlio  sea-'l"  !  s't.itos,  would  be  manifested, 
to  his  great  Hur  iiri  .  lio  fonnd  that,  instead  of 
peai-e,  tlicy  win;  iuvetftiug  ever)-  fort  and  iiavv 
yard  with  Kcbol  Irovps  and  fortifications,  and 
■Ctonlly  preparing  to  make  war  upon  the  Fede- 
ral Government  Not  only  this,  but,  while  tho 
Administration  was  yielding  to  the  cry  against 
coercion,  fur  tlio  puriiose,  if  {wssiblo,  of  avcriiii}^ 
the  oolumity  of  civil  war,  tho  very  men  who 
WW9  loudest  against  coOrciou  were  preparing  for 
It;  the  Ooremment  was  losing  strength  with  the 
people;  and  the  President  and  his  Cabinet  were 
chartered  with  boln>;  iuittocilo  and  (USO  tO  the 
high  truat  coulerred  upon  them. 

''Atlas^  flkejhavedetenniiMdtoeinfiKoatlie 


ton  ou  the  20tli,  and  bad  a  b)ng 
interview  "svitli  Gov.  I'iekenn  and 
Gen.  Beauregard,  with  reference,  it 
was  said,  to  the  terms'  on  which 
Fort  Snmter  should  be  evacuated,  if 
evacuated  at  all,  the  25th  brought  to 
Charleston  CoL  Ward  II.  Lanion,  a 
confidential  a^^nt  of  the  President, 
who,  atler  an  interview  witli  the 
Confederate  authorities,  was  ])ermit- 
ted  to  visit  tlie  fort,  and  hold  unre- 
stricted intercoui-su  with  ]^Iajor  An- 
derson, who  apprised  the  Govern- 
ment throuj^  him  that  thdr  scanty 
stodc  of  provisions  would  suffice  his 
little  garrison  only  till  the  middle  of 
April.  Col.  Lamon  returned  imme- 
diately to  Washington,  and  was  said 
to  have  reported  tliere,  tliat.  in  Major 
Anderson's  opinion  as  well  as  in  his 
own,  the  relief  of  the  fortress  wa3 
impracticable. 

Bj  this  time,  however,  very  de> 
cided  activity  began  to  be  manifest 
in  the  Kavy  Yards  still  held  by  the 
Union.   Such  ships  of  war  as  were 

laws,  and  to  do  it  vigorously;  but  not  in  an  ag> 

grcssivo  spirit.  When  the  Administration  de- 
tt  rmiued  to  order  Major  AiidcrHon  out  of  Fort 
Surnter,  Ponio  'lays  t-ince,  tin  y  also  determined 
to  do  so  on  one  condition:'  namoly,  that  the  fort 
and  Uie  property  in  it  ahoulii  not  be  molested  but 
alloictd  to  remain  as  it  vs.  Tlio  authorities  Oi  the 
Confederacy  would  not  agreo  to  (hi.ai,  but  mani« 
felted  a  liisp'isitinn  tn  get  p? isscHniou  i>f  ilio  fort 
and  United  Stales  property  therein.  Tho  Qoy- 
emmettt  would  not  aubmit  to  any  sodi  hmniUa- 
tion. 

"  It  was  inunediatoly  determined  to  keep 
Major  Anderson  in  Fort  Sumter,  and  to  stipplj 
him  with  provisions  forthwitli.  *  *  *  Thoro  h 
no  desire  to  put  additional  men  into  the  fort, 
iiuli-ss  resistance  is  oflered  to  tho  attempt  to 
furnish  M^jor  Anderson  with  supplios.  Tho 
fleet  will  not  approach  Obarleaton  witli  hoetOe 
intent;  bu^  in  view  of  tho  great  military  prepor 
rations  about  Fort  Simifer,  llic  aupply  vessels 
will  p)  jireparcd  to  roi'ly  prom])tly  to  any  ro- 
sistaneo  of  a  warlike  cluiracter  tiiat  be 
oflered  to  a  peaceful  approach  to  tlie  fort.  The 
responsibility  of  opening  the  war  will  bo  thrown 
upon  the  parties  who  tct  themselves  in  defiance 
to  tiio  <  Miverntnent.  It  is  fcinwrely  hoped,  by 
tho  Federal  authorities  hero,  that  tho  leaden  of 
the  aeceaatoniits  wiS  not  open  their  battntoi.'* 
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«t  hand  were  rapidlj  fitted  for  Bcr- 
vice  and  put  into  commission  ;  while 
Bevcral  swift  ocean  Bteamers  of  tlie 
larjicrit  size  were  liun-iedlv  loaded 
with  provisions,  munitions,  and  for- 
age. Bj  the  6th  or  7th  of  April, 
nearly  a  doaen  of  theae  Tesaab  had 
Ififb  New  York  and  other  Korlhem 
ports,  under  aealed  orders.  lieut. 
Talbot,  who  had  arrived  at  "Wash- 
ington on  the  6th,  from  Fort  Sumter, 
bearing  a  messao^e  from  Major  An- 
derson that  his  rigidly  restricted  buj> 
plies  (»f  fresh  food  from  Charleston 
market  had  been  cut  ofi'  hy  the  Con- 
fisdanite  anthoritiea,  and  that  he  must 
soon  be  starved  into  auxrender,  if 
not  relieved,  retained  to  Charleston 
on  the  8th,  and  gave  formal  notice 
to  Got,  Pickens  that  the  fort  would 
be  provisioned  at  all  hazards.  Gen. 
Beauregard  immediately  telegraphed 
the  fact  to  Montgomery  ;  and,  on  tlic 
10th,  received  orders  from  the  Con- 
federate Secretary  of  War  to  demand 
ihe  prompt  suitender  of  the  fort,  and, 
in  caae  of  lefbaal,  to  reduce  it.  The 
demand  was  aecordingly  made  in  due 
team,  at  2  p.  m.,  on  the  11th,  and 
courteously  declined.  But,  in  conse- 
queiice  of  additional  instructions  from 
Montgomery' — based  on  a  suggestion 
of  Major  Andereon  to  his  summoners 
that  he  would  very  soon  be  starved 
out,  if  not  relieved^-Qen.  Beaure- 
gard, at  11  p.  iL,  again  addresBed 
Major  Anderson,  aak^  him  to  atate 
at  what  time  he  would  evacuate  Fort 
Sumter,  if  unmolested  ;  and  was  an- 
ewen^d  that  he  would  do  so  at  noon 
on  the  latli,  "should  1  not  receive, 
prior  to  that  time,  controlling  instruc- 
tions from  my  Government,  or  ad- 
ditional supplies."  This  answer  was 
judged  xmsatiBfootory ;  and,  at  8:20 
A.  M.,  of  the  12th,  Ki^or  Anderaon 


was  duly  notified  that  fire  wonld  be 
opened  on  Fort  Sumter  in  one  hour. 

Punctual  to  the  appointed  moment, 
the  roar  of  a  mortar  from  i^ullivan's 
Island,  quickly  followed  by  the  rush- 
ing shriek  of  a  shell,  gave  notice  to 
the  worlct  that  the  en  of  comptomise 
and  diplomacy  waa  ended — ^diat  the 
Slaveholdera'  CSon&deraey  had  ap- 
pealed from  aterile  negotiations  to 
the  *■  last  aignment'  of  aristocracies 
as  well  as  kings.  Aiiothcr  gun  from 
that  island  quickly  rej)eated  the 
waniing,  waking  a  response  from 
battery  after  batterj-,  until  iSumter 
appeared  the  focus  of  a  circle  of  vd- 
canic  fire.  Soon,  tiie  thnnder  of  fifty 
heavy  breadung  cannon,  in  one  grand 
voUey,  followed  by  the  craahing  and 
cnunbling  of  brick,  stone,  and  mortar 
around  and  above  tliem,  apprised  the 
little  garrison  that  their  btay  in  those 
quarters  niu>t  necessarily  be  hhort. 
Unless  speedily  relieved  by  a  large 
and  powerful  fleet,  such  as  the  Union 
did  not  then  posaesa,  the  defense  waa, 
from  the  outset,  utterly  hopdess. 

It  is  said  that  the  Confederate  lead- 
er%  expected  to  reduce  the  finrt  within 
a  very  few  hours ;  it  is  more  certain 
that  the  country  wjis  disapjM  tinted  by 
the  inefficiency  of  its  fire  and  the 
celerity  of  its  reduction.  But  it  was 
not  then  duly  considered  that  Sumter 
waa  never  hitended  to  withstand  a 
protracted  cannonade  from  batteries 
solidly  oonstmeted  on  every  side  of 
it,  but  to  resist  and  rqwl  the  ingrefls 
of  fleets  from  the  Ocean — a  service 
for  which  it  has  since  proved  itself 
admirably  adapted.  Xor  was  it  suffi- 
ciently considered  that  the  defensive 
strength  of  a  fortress  inheres  largely 
in  its  ability  to  compel  its  assailants 
to  commence  operations  fbr  its  redno- 
tion  at  a  lespectfid  distance,  and  to 
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make  their  approaches  slowly,  under 
conditions  that  secure  to  its  fire  a 
great  superiority  over  that  of  the 
beei^ers.  But  here  were  the  assail- 
ants) in  nnmben  a  hundred  to  on^ 
firing  at  short  range  from  batteries 
wlii^  Had  been  oonstractod  and 
mounted  in  perfect  security,  one  of 
them  covchhI  with  iron  rails?  so  ad- 
justed as  to  glance  the  halls  of  the 
fortress  hannletisly  from  its  mailed 
front.  Had  Major  Anderson  been 
ordered,  in  December,  to  defend  his 
post  against  all  aggressive  and  threat- 
ming  demonstrations,  he  oonld  not 
have  been  shelled  out  of  it  by  a 
thirty  hours'  bombardment.  But 
why  officers'  quarters  and  barracks 
of  wood  should  ever  have  been  con- 
Btructcd  in  the  center  of  bucIi  a  fort — 
or  rather,  whv  tliev  should  have  been 
permitted  to  stand  there  after  the 
hostile  iutentions  of  the  Confederates 
had  been  dearly  prodaimed — ia  not 
obvious*  That  dieUs  and  red-hot 
balls  would  be  rained  into  ibis  area — 
that  the  frail  structures  which  nearly 
£lled  it  would  inevitably  take  fire, 
and  not  only  imperil  magazines,  car- 
tridires,  and  evcrN  tliinir  else  combus- 
tible,  but  i^reveiit  the  working  of  the 
guns,  was  palpable  from  the  outset. 
To  have  eommitted  to  the  snmmnd* 
ing  waves  every  remaining  partide 
of  wood  that  was  not  essential  to  the 
defense,  would  seem  the  manifest 
work  of  the  night  which  preceded  the 
opening  of  the  bombardment,  atler 
tlic  formal  demand  that  the  fort  be 
6urren«ieru<l.  To  do  this  while  yet 
unassailed  and  uu  imperiled,  instead 
of  rolling  barrel  afler  barrel  of  pre- 
doos  powder  into  the  sea  under  the 
fire  of  a  dozen  batteries,  with  the 
whole  center  of  the  fortress  a  glowing 
ftumaoe,  and  even  the  casematefl  so 


hot  that  their  tenants  could  only  es- 
cape roasting  by  lying  flat  on  the 
floor  and  drawins:  their  breath 
through  wet  blankets,  would  seem 
the  dictate  of  the  simplest  ibrecast 

So,  when  we  read  that  *'the  guns, 
without  tangents  or  scales,  and  even 
destitute  of  bearing^orews,  were  to 
be  ranged  by  the  eye,  and  fired  '  by 
gueSvSi,' "  we  have  an  ample  exi^lanation 
of  the  inefHciency  of  their  tire,  but 
none  of  the  causes  <jf  this  strange  and 
fatal  lack  of  preparation  for  a  contest 
I  that  had  bo  long  been  imminent.  It 
might  seem  as  if  Sumter  had  been 
hdd  only  that  it  should  be  assailed 
with  impunity  and  easily  taken. 

It  was  at  7  o'clock — nearly  three 
hours  after  the  first  shot  carae  crash- 
ing against  her  walls — that  Sumter's 
garrison,  having  deliberately  eaten 
their  breakfast — wlieret)f  salt  pork 
constituted  the  staple — fired  their 
first  gun.  They  had  been  divided 
into  three  squads  or  reliefi,  eadi  in 
Buooeflsion  to  man  the  guns  for  four 
hours,  and  then  be  relieved  by  an- 
other, Capt.  Arthur  Doubleday  com- 
manded the  first  on  duty,  and  tired 
the  tirst  gun.  Otdy  the  casemate  guns 
were  comuiunlv  tired — those  on  the 
parapet  being  too  much  exposed  to 
the  shot  and  shell  pouring  in  from 
every  quarter  to  render  Ihdr  use 
other  than  a  reckless,  bootless  waste 
of  life.  The  fii«  of  the  fort  was  so 
weak,  when  compared  to  that  of  its 
assailants,  as  to  excite  derision  rutlior 
than  a])prehen8ion  on  their  jiart.  It 
was  directed  at  Fort  Moultrie,  the 
Cmumings"'  Point  battery,  and  Sidli- 
vau's  Island,  from  which  a  masked 
batteiy  of  heavy  eolumbiads,  hitherto 
unsuspected  by  the  garrison,  had 
opened  on  their  walls  with  fearful 
effect.  The  fioating  battery,  fiioed 


Digitized  by  Google 


BOMBARDMENT   07  FOBT  SUMTBR. 


445 


nilroad  bans,  though  planted 
mvynear  fo  Snmtcr,  and  seemingly 

impervious  to  her  balls,  was  fur  le.-« 
effective,  A  new  EiujJ'o^li  gun,  eni- 
])loy('(l  by  the  Confederates,  was  re- 
marked by  the  garrison  as  wonder- 
fully accurate  and  efficient ;  several 
of  its  shots  entering  their  embrasures^ 
and  one  of  them  slightly  wounding 
four  men.  But  the  casemates  were 
ahell-proof;  the  officers  constantly 
warned  their  mem  against  needless 


expofiure ;  so  that,  though  the  peril 
irom  fire  and  from  their  own  ammu- 
nition was  even  greater  than  tliat 
from  the  enemy's  guns,  not  one  was 
seriously  hurt.  And,  though  Fort 
Moultrie  was  considerablv  danu\ged, 
and  the  little  village  of  Moultrie  ville— 
composed  of  the  Bnmmer  lesidenoea 
of  certain  wealthy  citisenB  of  Charlee- 
ton  —  was  badly  riddled,  it  was 
claimed,  and  seems  undisputed,  that 
no  one  was  mOTtaHj  wounded  on  the 


CBMLnroii  habbob  aicd  vovt  §inrn». 


dde  of  the  assailants.  So  bloodless 
was  the  initiation  of  the  bloodiest 

struggle  that  America  ever  witnessed. 

But,  thougli  almost  without  casu- 
alty, the  contest  was  not,  on  the  side 
of  the  Union,  a  mere  mockery  of  war : 
it  even  served  to  develop  traits  of 
heroism.  Says  one  of  those  who  par- 
ticipated in  the  perils  of  the  defense : 

"The  workmen  [Irish  laborers,  hired  in 
New  York  for  otlier  than  militnrT  !»ervirc] 
were  at  first  rather  reluctant  to  assist  the 
soldiers  in  handling  the  gnns :  l  iit  they 
fradasUjr  took  hold  and  ruidered  valoabla 


assistance.  Few  shots  wore  flrod  bofnrp  ct- 
ery  one  of  them  was  desperately  engaged  in 
tiie  conflict  We  had  to  abandon  one  from 

on  account  of  the  heavy  fire  mi.di-  it. 
Hearing  the  lire  renewed,  I  went  to  the  sj>ot. 
I  there  fonnd  a  party  of  workmen  engaged 
in  perving  it.  I  saw  ono  of  lliem  stooping 
over,  with  liis  hands  on  his  knees,  conTulseti 
witli  joy,  while  the  tcans  rolled  down  his 
powdcr-bogrimed  checks.  'What  are  jriMi 
doing  hero  with  that  gun  V  I  asked.  *Hlt  it 
right  in  the  center,'  was  the  reply  ;  the  man 
meaning,  that  his  shot  liad  taken  etfect  iu 
the  center  of  the  floating  battery." 

Savs  another  eve-witness : 
Shells  burst  with  the  greatest  rapidity 
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in  every  portion  of  the  work,  hurlitif^  the 
loose  brick  oud  stouo  in  all  directiuua,  break- 
ing the  wimlowa,  and  setting  Are  to  irhat- 
over  woixl-work  tliey  burst  again<^t.  The 
solid-shot  tiring  of  tiie  enemy's  batterie.s, 
•ad  particularly  of  Fort  Moultrie,  was  di- 
rected at  the  liarbettc  [unsheltorcMl]  cuns  of 
Fort  SuuJtcr,  flisabling  one  tcn-inoh  coluin- 
biad  [they  had  but  two]..<Kttt  eight-inch  co- 
Inmbiad,  one  forty-two  pounder,  and  two 
eipht-inch  soacoast  liowitzers,  and  also  tear- 
ini»  a  larfje  portion  of  the  parapet  away. 
The  firing  from  the  batterie*  on  Cammiags' 
Point  was  Mattered  orer  the  vhote  of  u» 
gorge  or  rear  of  the  fort,  till  it  looked  like  a 
sieve.  The  explosion  of  sheila,  and  the  quan- 
tity of  deadly  missiles  that  were  hurled  in 
(."Very  illrortion  and  at  every  itij^taiit  of  time, 
made  it  almost  certain  death  to  go  out  of  the 
lower  tier  of  caHenmte«,  and  also  made  the 
working  of  the  barhetto  or  upper  fuiicov- 
ered]  ^'iiiis,  whii  h  ciMitriined  all  our  iiuuvi- 
ost  metal,  and  by  which  alone  wo  could 
throw  shells,  quite  impossible.  During  tlie 
first  day.  there  was  hardly  an  inxtant  of  ti»iie 
that  tlioro  was  a  cessation  of  the  whizzing 
of  balls*  which  were  sometimes  coming  half 
a  dozen  at  onoe.  Thwe  was  not  a  por- 
tioEi  of  tile  work  which  wos  sot  takea  in 
reverse  from  mortars.  • 

**On  FHday,  before  dinner,  sereral  of  the 
▼easels  of  tlio  Ibet,  l>ev()n(l  the  bar,  wcro 
seen  througli  the  port-holes.  Thej  dipped 
their  flag.  The  commander  ordered  Sum- 
ter's flag  to  be  (l;pf)ed  m  return,  which  was  ! 
done,  while  the  >hells  wcro  bursting  in  o%'ery 
direction.  [The  flag-statf  was  located  in  the 
parade,  which  was  about  the  center  of  the 
open  space  within  the  furt.J  Sergeant  Hart 
saw  the  flag  of  1- On  Siunter  half-way  down, 
and,  supposing  it  had  been  cut  by  the  ene- 
my's shot,  rushed  out  through  the  fire  to 
assist  ill  getting  it  up.  Shortly  after  it  had 
been  re-raised,  a  shell  borst  and  out  the  lial- 
Bards,  bnt  the  ropo  was  to  intertwined 
around  the  halliards,  that  tli(^  flag  would 
not  fall.  The  cartridges  were  exhausted  by 
about  noon,  and  a  party  was  sent  to  the 
magazines  to  make  more  of  the  blankets 
and  shirts;  the  sleeves  of  the  latter  being 
readily  convcrtt-d  to  the  use  desired.  An- 
other gi-i-at  mi-fortMno  wa".  that  there  was 
not  au  iii>iriiiiient  in  tlio  fort  by  which  they 
COOld  weigh  the  powder;  whiohi  of  course, 
destroye<i  all  approach  to  accuracy  of  firing. 
Nor  had  they  tangent-screws,  breeob-sl ides, 
or  other  ins^oments  with  whioh  to  p<Nnt  a 
gun. 

When  it  became  so  dark  as  to  -render  it 

iinjMivsihl^,  to  SCO  the  etfeot  of  their  shot,  the 
port-holus  wero  closed  for  the  night,  while 
Hie  batteries  of  the  Secessionists  oootinned 
tbeir  fire  unce  i'sinirly. 

''l>uriug  Friday,  the  offioen'  barraclu  [ 


[  wcro  three  times  sot  on  firo  by  tho  sheTls, 
j  and  three  times  put  out  under  tlie  most  gaU- 
I  ing  and  destructive  cannonade.   This  was 
'  tlie  (iiilv  oroasion  on  \vhi.-!i  Mr\j.  Anderson 
allowed  the  men  to  expose  tiiemselves  with- 
out an  abeolute  necesnty.   The  guns  on  tho 
parapet — which  had  been  pointed  the  day 
before— were  fire<l  clandestinely  by  aomo  of 
the  men  slipping  up  on  top. 

The  firing  of  the  ritlcd  guns  from  the 
iron  battery  on  Cunmnngs'  Point  became 
extremely  accurate  in  the  afternoon  of  Fri- 
day, .cutting  out  large  quantities  of  the  m** 
mnry  about  the  embrasures  at  vnrj  shot, 
thro'.viii-  coni-reto  among  the  cannon. 'crs, 
and  slightly  wounding  and  stunning  others. 
One  piece  stmek  Sergeant  Keman,  an  old 
Mexican  war  veteran,  hitting  him  on  the 
head  and  knocking  him  down.  On  l>eiDg 
revive<l.  he  was  asked  if  he  was  hurt  liadly. 
He  replied:  'No;  I  was  only  knocked 
down  fi  inp'triirifi/;'  and  he  went  to  work 
again.  *  ♦  • 

"For  the  fourth  time,  the  barracks  were 
set  on  fire  early  on  Saturd:iy  mornin:;,  and 
attempts  were  made  to  extingnish  the  tlumes; 
but  it  was  soon  discovered  that  red-hot  shot 
were  being  thrown  into  the  fort  with  fW' 
fnl  r  qiidity,  and  it  became  evident  that  it 
would  be  impoesible  to  put  out  the  conlla- 
gration.  The  whole  garrison  was  then  sot 
to  work,  or  as  many  as  could  be  spared,  to 
remove  the  itowder  from  the  magazines,  ' 
which  was  aesperate  work,  rolling  barrels 
of  powder  through  the  fire. 

'•Niuetv-odd  barrels  had  been  rolled  out 
through  the  flames,  when  the  heat  became 
so  intense  as  to  make  it  impossilde  to  get 
out  any  more.  The  doors  were  then  closed 
and  looked,  and  the  firo  spread  and  beeanie 
general.  The  wind  so  directed  the  smoko 
as  to  fill  the  fort  so  fall  that  the  men  could 
Jil  t  -I  f  ,  ;i<  h  other;  and,  with  the  hot.  sti- 
tlmg  air,  it  was  as  much  as  a  man  could  do 
to  breathe.  Soon,  they  were  obliged  to 
cover  tlieir  faces  with  wet  clotlis  in  order 
to  get  along  at  all,  so  dense  was  the  smoko 
and  so  scorching  the  heat. 

Ibit  few  cartridges  wcro  left,  anil  the 
guns  were  fired  slowly;  nor  could  more  car- 
tridges bo  madoi,  on  account  of  the  sparks 
falling  in  every  part  of  the  works.  \  gun 
was  tired  every  now  and  then,  only  to  let 
the  fleet  and  the  people  in  the  town  know 
that  the  fort  had  not  been  silenced.  The  s 
cannoneers  could  not  see  to  aim,  much  loss 
where  they  hit. 

"  After  the  barracks  were  well  on  fire, 
the  batteries  directed  upon  Fort  Sumter  in- 
creased their  cannonading  to  a  r:i]>idity 
greater  than  had  been  attained  before. 
About  this  time,  the  shells  and  amnranitiea 
in  the  upper  service-magazines  exploded, 
scattering  the  tower  and  upper  portions  oi 
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the  boilding  in  every  direction.  The  eridi 
of  the  beams,  the  roar  of  the  tlatneo,  and  the 
•hower  of  fl-af^Mits  of  tiie  Ibrt,  with  the 

blaoknc'>.s  of  the  smoke,  mado  tho  scono  in- 
deranbabijr  terriBc  and  grand.  Thiti  contin- 
ved  for  several  honrs.  Meanwhile,  the 
main  pates  were  l>nrne<l  down,  tho  ciiassi.-i 
of  the  barbette  guns  were  Imriied  away  on 
tiie  gorge,  and  tho  upper  jxirtions  of  the 
lowerH  had  lieon  domolistiod  by  shells. 

'•There  was  not  a  portion  of  the  fort 
where  a  breath  of  air  could  be  got  for 
hoara,  except  through  a  wet  cloth.  The 
fire  spread  to  the  men^s  quarters  on  the 
right  hail'!  and  on  the  left,  and  i'ii<lani,'ored 
tiie  powder  which  had  beea  takoa  out  of 
the  magarines.  The  men  went  through  the 
fire  ami  covered  the  barrels  with  wet  cloths; 
but  the  danger  of  the  fort's  blowing  up  be- 
eanio  su  imminent  that  they  were  obliged 
to  heave  tlie  barreb  out  of  the  embrasnres. 
"While  the  powder  was  being  thrown  over- 
board, all  the  guns  of  Moultrie,  of  the  iron 
floating  battery,  of  the  enfilmle  battery,  and 
of  tho  Dahlgren  batt^-'ry,  worked  with  ia- 
creasing  vigor. 

All  but  four  barrels  were  thus  disposed 
of,  and  those  remaining  were  wrapped  in 
many  thicknesses  of  wet  woolen  blankets. 
But  three  cartridges  were  left,  and  these 
were  In  the  gnns.  Abont  this  time,  the 
fl.ur  stafV  of  Fort  Sumter  wa**  sliot  down, 
some  titty  feet  from  tlte  truck ;  this  being 
ibo  ninth  time  that  it  had  been  struck  by  a 
•hot.  The  man  cric<l  out,  'The  llag  is 
down!  it  has  been  shot  away!'  In  an 
instant,  Lieut.  Hall  rushed  forward,  and 
brouglit  the  flag  away.  Hut  the  halliards 
were  so  inextricably  tangled  that  it  could 
not  bo  rights ;  it  wa.s  therefore  lullod  to 
the  staff,  and  planted  upon  the  ramparts, 
while  batteries  in  eyery  direction  were 
phtying  npon  them." 

The  fleet  firom  New  York,  laden 

with  proviBions  for  the  garrison,  had 

appeared  oft'  tlie  bar  by  not)n  of  tho 

day  on  which  fire  was  openinl,  but 

made  no  effort  to  fulfill  its  errand. 

To  have  attempted  to  supply  the  fort 

wonld  have,,  at  hest,  involved  a  heavy 

eost  of  life,  probably  to  no  purpose. 

Its  commander  communicated  bysig* 

nals  with  Mijor  Anderson,  but  rc- 

"The  Kew  York  mflfdunta  who  aeld  the 

ODStly  fabrics  arc  still  waiting  for  their  pay. 
*  A  ChariestOQ  dispatch,dated  Aprill  3 1 1 1 ,  H-iys :  > 
"TTad  the  surrender  not  tskan  place,  Fort 

Snrnt'T  wuuM  have  been  8tOtmedt04liifbt.  Xbe 

mea  are  crax/  for  a  flghk  , 


mained  out  of  the  range  of  the  ene- 
my's fire  till  after  the  somoder; 

when  he  returned  as  he  came. 

Meantime,  the  l  >ooni  of  heavy  ord- 
nance and  tlio  telegraph  had  borne 
I'ar  and  wide  the  ejigerly  awaited 
tidings  that  the  war  for  which  South 
OardSna  had  8o  long  been  impatient 
had  actually  hcgim ;  and  from  every 
side  tlunuanda  flocked  to  the  spec* 
tacle  as  to  a  long  exp^ted  holiday. 
Charleston  •  herself  was  drunk  with 
excitement  and  joyous  exultation. 
Her  entire  wliite  ])o]iulation,  and  her 
gay  crowds  of  wdl-dres-ed  '  visitorf", 
tlironged  her  streets  and  (j[uays,  noting 
the  Tdnme  and  reaonant  thniider  of 
the  Conlbderate  cannonade,  and  the 
contneted  feeUenees  of  that  by  which 
it  was  replied  to.*  That  seven  thonr 
sand  men,  after  five  months  of  care- 
ful preparntion,  could  overcome  bcv- 
entv,  was  rc<jrar(led  as  an  achiove- 
ment  ranking  witli  the  most  memo- 
rable deeds  of  Alexander  or  Hannibal, 
Ceesar  or  Napoleon.  Champagne 
flowed  on  evwy  hand  like  water; 
thonsandfl  quaffed,  and  feasted  on  the 
richest  viands,  who  were  ere  long  to 
regard  rancid  pork  as  a  dainty,  and 
tea  and  coffee  as  faintly  remembered 
luxuries.  Beauregard  sliot  nj)  like 
Jonah's  gourd  to  the  altitude  of  the 
world's  greatest  captains;  and  *'  Dam- 
nation to  the  Yankees  I"  was  drunk 
with  rapture  by  enthnsiastic  crowds 
whose  heads  were  sore  to  ache  to- 
morrow with  what  they  had  drunk 
before.  Already,  in  the  ardent  ima- 
gination of  her  Chivalry,  the  Con- 
federacy liad  established  itsindepend'- 

"  The  bells  have  been  chiming  all  day,  guns 
flrin^  ladies  waving  handkerchiefs,  people 
cheering,  and  dtlzens  makbifr  themselvM  gme- 

rally  demonstrative.  It  is  re/jardcd  ns  At  JTBS** 
ut  day  in  lite  history  o/  South  Carolina^* 

-Such  it  ondoubtedlf  waa 
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enoe  bejond  dispute,  and  waa  aboiat 
to  conquer  and  lay  waste  the  degene- 
''  late,  cowardly  North. 

The  credit  of  pntting  an  end  to  this 
most  unequal  contest  is  due  to  Louis 
T.  Wigfall,  late  a  Senator  from  the 
State  of  Tf  xa:^,  now  >tvlin<;  liiniselt'a 
Confederate  UriLradier.  "Wi^fall — -a 
Carolinian  by  birth,  a  Xuililier  hy 
training,  and  a  duelist  bj  vocation — 
had  the  &nlta  and  Tirtaea  of  hia 
caste;  and  one  of  the  latter  ia  a 
repngnanee  to  witnessing  a  con- 
flict between  parties  too  palpably 
ill-inntoliod.  Seoinpj  that  the  fire  of 
Sumter  wjis  only  inaiiitained  as  a  mat- 
tcr  of  pride — for  the  fainting  garri- 
son Inid  quite  enough  to  do  at  light- 
ing tlie  Hames  that  had  burned  their 
quarters,  and  in  rolling  out  their  pow- 
der to  prevent  its  explosion — ^WigfiJl 
s^zed  a  skiff  on  the  afternoon  of  Sat- 
urday (the  second  day  of  the  bom- 
bardment), and  made  direct  toward 
the  almost  silenced  and  thoroughly 
harmless  fortress.  He  was  soon  at 
the  side  of  the  fort,  and,  showing  liis 
face  at  an  embrasure,  waving  a  wlute 
handkerchief  on  the  point  of  his 
sword,  he  asked  to  be  presented  to 
Maj.  Anderson.  No  objection  hemg 
made,  he  crawled  through  the  em- 
brasure into  the  casemate,  and  was 
there  met  by  several  oflleers.  to  whom 
he  urged  the  futility  of  fiirtlier  resist- 
ance. "  Let  us  stop  this  firing,''  said 
he;  "you  are  on  fire, and  your  flag  is 
down.  Let  us  quit."  "No,"  replied 
lieut.  DaTis,  "our  flag  is  net  down. 
Step  out  here,  and  you  will  see  it 
waving  over  the  ramparts."  Wig  fall 
persisted  that  the  resistance  had  no 
longer  any  justification,  and  urged 
one  of  the  officers  to  wave  liis  white 
flag  toward  "Moultrie  ;  and,  this  behig 
decaued,  proceeded  to  wave  it  himsell!. 


Finall/,  a  corporal  was  induced  to  re- 
lieve him  in  tiiis,  but  to  no  purpose. 
About  this  time,  Maj.  Andnson  ap- 
proached, to  whom  Wigfidl  announced 

himself  (incorrectly)  as  a  messenger 
from  Gen.  Beauregard,  sent  to  in- 
quire on  what  terms  ho  would  evac- 
uate the  fortress,     ^taj.  Anderson 
calmly  replied :   '*  Gen.  Beauregard 
is  already  acquaint  with  my  onli/ 
tenns."  '  A^^  a  Jbw  more  civil  in- 
terchanges o^iirorc^,  to  no  purpose, 
Wigfall  retired,  and  was  soon  suc- 
ceeded by  ex-Senator  Chesnut,  and 
ex-Representatives  Roger  A.  Pryor 
and  AV.  Porcher  Miles,  who  assured 
Maj.  A.  that  AVigfall  had  acted  en- 
tirely without  authority,     ^faj.  A. 
thereupon  ordered  his  flag,  whieli  had 
been  lowered,  to  be  raised  again  ;  but 
his  visitiNrs  requested  that  this  be 
delayed  for  furdier  conference ;  and, 
having  reported  to  Beauregu^,  re- 
turned, two  or  three  hours  afterward, 
with  a  substantial  assent  to  ^laj.  An- 
derson's conditions.    The  latter  was 
to  evacuate  the  fort,  his  garrison  to 
retain  their  arms,  with  personal  and 
company  property,and  mardi  out  with 
the  honors  of  war,  being  conveyed  to 
whatever  port  in  the  loyal  States  they 
might  indicate.  Considering  his  hope- 
less condition,  these  terms  were  high- 
ly honorable  to  Maj.  Anderson,  and 
hardly  less  so  to  Gen.  Beauregard; 
th<»ugh  it  wtis  the  manifest  interest 
of  the  Confederates  not  only  to  stop 
their  prodigal  expenditure  of  ammu- 
nition at  the  earliest  moment,  but  to 
obtain  possession  of  the  coveted  fort- 
ress in  as  eflTective  a  state  as  jio^sible 
— each  day's  additional  bombardment 
subtractinrr  serious! V  from  its  st  ren<rth 
I  and  etficiency,  as  a  defense  of  Cliarlos- 
I  ton  after  it  should  have  fallen  into 
[  their  hands. 
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Wliilo  Gharkston  lenimed  and  in- 

teiiflified  her  exulting  revels,*  and  the 
tekgraph  invited  all '  Dixie'  to  flhare 
the  rapture  of  her  triumpli,  the  weary 
garrison  extinguislied  the  fire  still 
raging,  and  lay  down  to  rest  for  the 
night.  The  steamboat  Isabel  came 
down  next  morning  to  take  them  off ; 
but  delay  ocourred  in  their  remoTal 
hj  tog  to  her  deck,  until  it  was  too 
late  to  go  ont  by  that  day's  tide. 
When  the  baggage  had  all  been  re- 
moved, a  part  of  the  garrison  was 
told  off  a-'  nr,inners  to  salute  tlieir  flafr 
with  fifty  guns  ;  the  Stars  and  Stripes 
being  lowered  witli  clieers  at  the  firing 
of  the  last  gun.  UuJiappily ,  tliere  was 
at  that  fire  a  prematnre  explosion, 
whereby  one  of  the  gonnera  was 
killed,  and  three  more  or  leneerioiuly 
wounded.  Themen  were  then  formed 
and  marched  out,  preceded  by  their 
band,  playing  inspiring  airs,  and 
taken  on  board  the  leabel^  whereby 


they  were  transfbnred  to  the  Federal 
steamship  Baltic,  awaiting  them  off 

the  bar,  which  brought  them  directly 
to  Kew  York,  whence  Maj.  Ander- 
son digpatehed  to  his  Government 
this  brief  and  manly  report : 

"  StSAWBir  Baltio,  orv  Bajidt  IIoox,  ) 

April  18,  18C1.  f 
"  The  Honorable  S.  Camkrox, 

Secretary  qf  War,  Waii/iiiiffUm^  D.  C. : 
"Sir:  Ilavinj?  defi-tHUd  Fort  Smnt<-r  for 
thirty-four  hours,  until  tljo  quarters  were 
entirely  barned,  the  miun  pates  (Kstroyed, 
the  gorge- wall  seriously  iiynred,  the  maga- 
zine imrroiiikilcd  by  flnmes,  and  its  door 
clusfd  fr(jin  the  effects  of  the  heat,  four  bar- 
rels ntid  three  oartriOges  of  powder  only 
being  available,  and  no  provirions  bat  potlc 
ri'inaiiiiiip,  I  aoroptod  tonns  of  evacaatioil 
offered  by  Gen.  Beauregard  (beiug  the  same 
offered  by  bim  on  the  11th  instant,  prior  to 
tlie  commencement  of  hosriHties),  and 
marched  out  of  the  fort  on  Sunday  aftcr^* 
noon,  the  14th  instant,  with  colors  flying 
and  drums  boatirifr.  bririHri?  away  company 
and  private  property,  aud  saluting  luy  Hag 
with  fifty  guns. 

**B0nBT  AXDRK50jr, 

"ilfyor  i'irst  Artillery." 


XXIX. 

THE  OALL  TO  ARMS. 


"WnCTHER  the  bombardment  and 
reduction  of  Fort  Sumter  shall  or 
fihall  not  be  justified  by  pMterity,  it 
18  dear  that  tiie  Oonfederaoy  had  no 
akemative  but  its  own  dissolution. 
Five  months  had  elapsed  since  the 
Secession  movement  was  formally  in- 
augurated— five  numths  of  turmoil, 
nncertainty,  ami  l)usiiiess  stagnation, 
throughout  tlie  seceded  States.  That 


section  was  deeply  in  debt  to  tlie  mer- 
chants and  mann£EM;turer8  of  the 
Northern  cities,  as  well  as  to  the 
slave-breederB  and  slave-traders  of 
the  Border  States;  and,  while  many 
creditors  were  naturally  urgent  for 
their  pay,  few  desired  or  consented 
to  extend  their  credits  in  tliat  quar- 
ter. Secession  had  been  almost  every- 
where followed,  if  not  preceded,  by 


*"  Biphnp  LjTich  (Roman  Cfttliolie),  of  Charlea-  through  every  section  cf  South  Carolina,  tl  ot 

t'  lU,  S.  ('.,  celebrated  on  Sunflny  the  blood-  |  the  movement  in  wliicli  tlie  people  were  c  ntraped 

less  viftory  of  Fori  StimUTwitli  u  Te  Ik  um  and  i  was  brtfiin  by  them  in  iho  dcwpcst  oonvicmn  of 

congrstulstory  address.    In  all  the  churclies,  duty  to  God;  and  God  had  signnlly  blesaod  their 

•OusioM  were  made  to  the  sabject.  Tlie  Kpi^-  dcpendenos  en  Him.  If  there  is  a  war,  it  will 

oopal  Bishop,  wholly  Mind  and  fceblo,  said  it  l>e  purely  a  warof  eelMefcllie."— -ifag  Yorit  3W» 

WMhie  KtroDg;  persuasioD,  couiirmed  by  travel  hvne^  April  IG. 
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a  suspension  of  specie  pajmente  bj 
the  Banks ;  and,  ^ongh  the  lawyen 
in  most  places  patriotically  refused 
to  reoeiTe  Nortbem  claims  for  colleo- 
lioQ,  a  load  of  debt  weighed  heavily 
on  the  ulantiiij' '  and  trading:  classes 
of  the*  eiitiro  South,  of  whom  thou- 
sands h:nl  rushed  into  ])<;>liticrd  fon- 
vulhion  for  relief  from  the  intolcrahle 
pre,ssure.  Industry,  save  ou  the 
plantations,  was  nearly  at  a  stand ; 
jnever  before  were  there  so  many 
whites  vainly  seeking  employment. 
The  North,  of  conrse,  sympathized 
•with  these  embarrassments  thronirh 
the  fall  in  off  in  its  trade,  especially 
with  the  South,  and  through  the 
paucity  of  roinittnneos  ;  ]»ut  our  cur- 
rcn(!y  M  as  still  sound,  wliile  Southern 
debts  hud  always  been  slow,  and  paid 
snbstantially  at  the  convenience  of 
the  debtors,  when  paid  at  all.  StQl, 
the  feeling  that  the  existing  so^nse 
and  apprehension  were  intolmble, 
and  that  almost  anv  cliange  would 
be  an  improvement,  was  by  no  means 
confined  to  tlic  South. 

'Tho  frillowin;^  prirato  letter  from  a  South 
Carolina  pluater  to  on  old  frieud  setdod  in  Texas, 
gives  a  fair  idea  of  the  sitoation : 

"  AnBEVTLLB  C.  n.,  S.  C.,  Jan.  24,1861. 

"  Dbab  Sir: — desire  70a  to  procure  fbr  ma, 
and  aend  b7  a  Texas  Almanac.  Six  montlM 
p'mcf^,  1  felt  perfectly  willing  to  rornain  fai  Soutb 
Carolina;  hut  I  cm  n*main  hero  no  longer.  At 
tho  ek'ction  of  Linwln,  wo  all  folt  that  wo  must 
reeist.  Jn  this  move,  I  placed  mjsclf  among 
the  foremoet,  and  am  yet  determined  to  reaist 
liim  to  tho  bitter  ond.  I  had  mj  niisgivSn;;:!",  nt 
firHt.  of  tho  jilea  of  soparato  Secession ;  hut 
Uiou^jht  it  woukl  be  but  for  u  siiort  time,  nnd  at 
small  cost.  In  Uiis  maaner,  together  with 
tbourands  of  other  Carolinians,  we  tuiTe  Iseen 
miHtaken.  Everythinj^  is  in  the  wildcBt  commo- 
tion. Mv bottom  lnn<i  on  I/onp  Cone,  for  which 
I  could  havu  irotteii  tlii.'tv  doL'ar.s  per  aere,  I 
uow  cannot  soli  at  any  price.  Ail  our  young 
men,  nearlji^  are  in  and  nround  Charleston. 
Thither  we  have  sent  many  liundreds  of  our 
neffroos  (/  have  sunt  twenty)  to  work.  Crops 
^vci  i'  vcrv  ^'hl)^t  bst  year;  and  ildws  now  seem 
that  nnthinu:  ^^ill  be  planted  this  coming  season. 
All  are  excited  to  the  highest  pitch,  and  not  a 
tlMnighiof  theAituceiatalmi.  Mowengwsare 


Secession,  as  we  have  seen,  had 
been  initiated.by  the  aid  of  the  most 
positive  aflsorances  that,  onoe  fairly 
in  prograu,  every  Slave  State  wonld 

speedily  and  snrely nnite in  it;  yet, 
up  to  this  time,  but  seven  of  the  fif- 
teen Slave  States,  liavinjr  a  decided 
minority  of  tlic  i><)|)ulation,  and  a 
still  m(»re  decided  minoritv  of  the 
2v/iit€  inhabitants,  of  that  'section,' 
had  justified  the  sanguine  promise. 
On  the  contrary,  the  so-called  ^Bcir> 
der  States,'  Tennessee  an^  JMr- 
kansaB,  had  voted  not  p  sec^e,  waH. 
most  of  them  by  ovenvhelming  mia> 
joritiea ;  save  that  Kentucky,  Mary-* 
land,  and  Delaware,  liad  scarcely 
deigned  to  take  the  matter  into  con- 
sideration. And,  despite  Vice-Presi- 
dent Stephens's  glowing  rhetoric,  it 
was  plain  that  the  seeeded  Statoadid 
not  and  oonld  not  suffice  to  form  a 
natioiv  Already,  the  talk  in  their 
aristocratic  circles  of  Protectorates 
and  imported  Princes "  betrayed  their 
own  conseiouBnetJs  of  this.  Either  to 
attack  the  Union,  and  thus  provoke 

running  hero  and  thoro,  with  and  wtthOQt  tha 
(iovernor's  onlers.  We  liave  no  money.  A 
forced  tax  ia  levied  ui>on  evt  rj  mun.  1  luivo 
fumiahed  tlto  last  aurplua  dollar  i  have.  I  had 
about  $27,000  in  tha  bank.  At  first,  I  Rare  a 
check  for  $10,000;  then  .-fS, COO;  then  tho  re- 
mainder, it  is  now  eBtiiiiated  that  we  ur« 
spending  $25,000  per  day,  and  no  prospect  oU 
gottini;  over  these  times.  It  was  oar  Ml  unAw^ 
standing,  when  we  went  out  of  the  Union,  that 
we  would  li  iv"  t\  now  Government  of  all  the 
Southern  l^lat*  ?.  Our  ol'jiet  was  to  bring 
about  a  oollinion  with  the  authorities  at'  Wash* 
ingtoD,  which  all  thought  would  make  all  jots 
us.  Although  we  haw  sought  euofa  collision  ia 
every  way,  woliave  not  yet  pot  a  fl^ht,  inv\  t!io 
pros!{>ect  ia  very  dist-aut.  I  want  tlie  Almanac 
to  see  what  part  of  Texas  may  suit  me.  I  want 
to  raise  cotton  princtpall/,  but  muat  raiae  corn 
enough  to  do  me.  I  cannot  Hto  bore,  and  moat 
pet  away.  Many  are  lo.nviiig  now ;  nt  ka-st 
10,000  ne^rroes  h.ivu  loft  already;  ami,  heioro 
lonif,  one-tliird  of  tlio  wonlth  of  South  Carolina 
will  he  in  the  WesL  I  deaire you  to  look  around 
and  help  me  to  get  a  bome.  As  ever  yotira^ 

"BOBKBT  LyOX.* 

•'Win.  H.  BimmDi  of  fRe  JCowIm  ltm«^  In  his 
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a  war,  or  to  sink  gradually  but  surely 
oat  of  ezistence  beneath  a  general 
appreeiatioii  of  weakness^  inseenrity, 
and  intolerable  bordenfl^  was  the  only 
choice  left  to  the  plotters  and  uphold- 
ers of  Secession. 

And,  thonfj]!  pignally  beaten  in 
the  recent  elections  of  the  nc>n-Rece- 
de<l  Slave  States,  tliey  had  yet  a  very 
Btrong  party  in  most  of  those  States 
— stronger  in  wealth,  in  social  stand- 
ing, and  in  political  actiTilj  and  in* 
flnenee,  than  in  nnmbers.  A  majoiv 
ity  of  these  had  been  able  to  bring 
the  Conventions  or  the  Legislatures 
of  their  respective  States  to  say,  witli 
tolerable  iinaTniiiity,  "If  the  Black 
Republicans  attciii})t  to  coiirce  tlie 
seceded  States,  we  will  join  them  in 
armed  resistance.''  It  was  indispen> 
sable,  therefore,  to  their  mntaal  pnr- 


"  Diary,  North  and  South,"  writing  at  Gharlee- 
tOD,         18,  18G1,  Bays: 

*' These  tall,  thin,  flne^fttied  Caroliniami  are 
great  materialirti.  SlaTerj,  perhaM,  baa  a(p*> 
rated  the  tendency  to  look  at  all  the  world 

through  paraj^>ots  of  cotton-bnlos  nrul  ricr-lirigM ; 
and,  though  more  Btatelj  and  less  vulgar,  tlie 
wonhipors  hero  aro  not  lesH  prostrate  before 
the  'almighty  dollar'  than  the  Northemefft, 
Again,  croppbg  out  of  the  dead  level  of  hale  to 
the  Tanker,  grows  its  climax  in  the  proftMloilt 
from  nearly  every  one  of  tlic  guests,  that  ho 
IVOald  prefer  a  return  to  Jinti^h  rule  to  niiy  re- 

imkni  with  New  Eudand.  *  *  *  Ih^  affect  the 
Sprknltiiiml  flMi  ana  the  beUef  of  *  unded  gen- 

tw.  It  ifl  not  only  over  the  wine-urlasa — wliy 
OhI  it  cup? — that  they  ask  for  a  Prince  to  reifjn 
evor  them.  I  have  heard  the  wi.sh  repeatedly 
wqntiaeeed  withla  the  last  two  days  tiiat  ut 
eotud  «pars  Asm  om  of  our  young  Princes,  but 
never  in  jest  or  in  any  frivolous  manner." 

Mr.  RuHseH's  lettera  from  Oharlofiton  to  T?;** 

Times  are  to  the  same  effect,  but  more  exphcit 


*  The  Richmond  Whig  of  November  9, 1860,  had 
tti0  Ibnowing: 

"Because  the  Union  was  created  by  the  vol- 
untary oomeut  of  the  anginal  States,  it  does  not 
fbHow  that  flodt  ooaseBt  can  be  withdrawn  at 

will  by  any  single  party  to  the  onmpart,  and  its 
obligations  and  duties,  its  burdens  and  demands, 
be  avoided.  A  government  resting  on  such  a 
taHia  woolid  be  as  nnstaUa  aa  the  em-sbifting 


poses,  that  there  should  be  'coer- 
cion.' 

So  late  as  April  4th — a  month  after 
the  retain  of  her  ^OommiaaionerB' 
from  the  abortive  Peace  Conference 
— Yirginia,  through  her  Convention, 

by  the  decisive  vote  (4'  89  to  45,  re- 
ftised  to  ])!\ss  an  Ordinance  of  Seces- 
sion. Still,  lier  conspirators  Morkcd 
on,  like  those  of  the  other  'Border 
States,'  and  claimed,  not  without 
plausible  grounds,  tiiat  thej  were 
making  headway.  Bichmond  waa 
the  focns  of  their  intrigues,  as  it  was 
of  her  Slave-trade ;  but  it  was  boasted 
tliat,  M'hcreas  two  of  her  three  dele- 
gates to  tlic  Convention  M'cro  cli(t>en 
a8  Unionists,  she  W(»nld  now  give  a 
decided  majority  lor  Secession,  llie 
Bieknumd  Whig*  the  time-honored 
organ  of  her  Whig  ^Oonaerrativee,' 

sands.  Tlie  sport  of  every  popular  esdteinont^ 
die  victim  of  everjr  «oiiflicting  intereat^  of  plot- 
ting ambition  or  momentary  impulse,  it  would 
afford  no  guarantee  of  perpetuity,  vhilc  tho 
hours  bring  round  the  circuit  of  a  sinplo  yt  nr. 
To  suppose  that  a  single  State  could  withdraw 
at  will,  is  to  brand  the  statesmen  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, convinced  of  the  weakness  and  certain  de- 
struction of  the  old  Confederation  of  States,  of 
laboring  to  perpotonto  the  evil  th<  v  ait*  mptod 
to  remedy.  The  work,  which  has  been  tlie  nifrr- 
vel  of  the  worid,  wndd  be  no  government  ut  all ; 
the  oaths  taken  to  support  and  maintain  it  would 
bo  bitter  mockery  of  serious  obligations;  and 
liotKiiiu'  w  ould  exist  to  invito  tin-  confldeBOO  of 
citizens  or  strangers  in  it.s  protwtion. 

"Less  strong  would  it  be  than  a  business 
partnership  of  limited  time.  From  thin,  neither 
party  who  has  entered  into  it  can  escape,  except 
by  duo  ci3urvi?  of  law.  Withdrawal  of  one  mem- 
ber carries  no  rights  of  possession  of  projK-rty  or 
control  of  the  aifuirs  of  the  partnership,  unlei'S 
tlie  iiuoDCtioaa  of  legal  tribunals  are  invoked  to 
rostrsm  aO  action  until  the  matter  in  dispnte  ia 
settled.  A  State  seceding  kriows  no  law  to 
maintain  its  interest  nor  viiidicute  its  rights. 
Tlie  right  to  aeoede^  on  the  other  hand,  places 
the  Goveniment  mm  at  the  mercj  of  popular 
whhn  tium  the  hnsfnees  jptswut  of  ttw  nart 
mercantile  establishment  la  the  OOttUtoyto  plaoed, 
by  the  law  i.f  tlio  land." 

Such  wore  the  just  and  tanOAj  atated  convio- 
tioos  of  a  leading  jouiml,  whioih  soon  after  ba» 
came,  and  has  ifawa  VHMiMd,  a  noi^^  oiada 
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who  had  fiecnred  hor  vote  for  Bell 
and  Everett,  had  been  changed— by 
purchase,  it  was  said — and  was  now 
as  zetdons  for  Secession  us  hitherto 
ftj^^ainst  it.  Finally,  lier  Convention 
resolved,  on  the  4tli  aforesaid,  to  send 
new  Commissioners  to  wait  on  Presi- 
dent Linoohl,  and  a])poiated  Ifesen. 
William  Ballard  Preston,  Alex.  H.  H. 
Stuart,  and  Geozge  W.  Randolph  (of 
whom  the  last  only  was  formerly  a 
Dmnocrat,  and  was  chosen  as  a  Se- 
cessionist), to  proceed  to  Washington 
on  this  emmd.  They  did  nt)t  ol>- 
tain  their  lunnal  audience  until  the 
13th — the  day  of  Fort  Sumter  s  sur- 
render— when  its  bombardment,  if 
not  its  capture  also,  was  abnsiAj 
known  in  that  city — and  there  waa  a 
grim  jocosity  in  their  appcaranfc  at 
BQch  an  hour  to  set  before  the  ha- 
rassed President  such  a  missive  as 
this: 

**1F%«r0a«,  in  tho  opinion  of  tho  Conven- 
tion, the  nnoertainty  which  prorails  in  the 

pnblio  Tniii'l  as  to  the  iK>Iicy  whicli  the  Fed- 
eral Kxcoutivt)  intends  to  purituo  toward  tho 
•eceded  States  is  extremely  injarions  to  tho 
Imlnstria!  nii<i  iDmiiicrcial  interenits  nf  the 
eouiitry,  tends  to  keep  up  an  excitetnent 
which  is  unfavorable  to  tho  adjusttucnt  of  tho 
pendin;;  ditlictiltie.s,  and  threatens  a  distorb- 
ttijce  of  the  public  peace:  therefore, 

''Ji'caolred,  That  a  Committee  of  three  del- 
«giiies  be  appointed  to  wait  on  the  I'resident 
of  the  ITntted  States,  present  to  him  this 
preamble,  aii<l  rcspt  i  tfiilly  a-k  him  to  com- 
inonicate  to  this  Convention  tho  policy 
which  the  Federal  Ezeoati^e  intends  to 
pnnoe  in  regard  to  the  Ounfederate  States." 

To  this  overture,  after  duly  ac- 
knowledging its  reception,  Mr.  Lin- 
coln replied  as  follows : 

"  In  answer.  I  havo  to  say  that,  having,  at 
the  beginuitig  of  my  official  term,  cxpreswed 
my  intended  policy  as  plainly  as  I  \v:is  able, 
it  is  with  deep  regret  and  mortiticutiou  1 
novr  learn  that  there  is  a  great  and  ii^orions 
uncertainty  in  the  piil>lic  mind  lus  to  what 
that  policy  is  und  what  course  I  intend  to 
poi'sae.  Not  having,  as  yet,  seen  occasion 
to  chanfco.  it  is  now  my  purpose  to  pursue 
the  course  marked  ont  in  thai  Inaugural 


Ad'lres^.  T  commend  a  careful  consideration 
of  the  document  as  the  best  expression  1  can 
give  to  my  parposea.  Aa  I  then  and  therein 
said,  I  now  rei>eat,  'The  power  ccninded  in 
me  will  be  xined  to  hold,  occupy,  and  |>osHe8s, 
property  and  places  belonping  to  tlio  Gov- 
ernfiient,  and  to  collect  the  duties  on  im- 
ports; but,  beyond  what  is  necusitary  lor 
these  objects,  tiiere  will  be  no  invaMon,  no 
nsiug  of  force  against  or  among  the  people 
anywhere,'  By  tbe  words  'property  and 
places  belonging  to  tho  Government,'  I 
chiefly  allude  to  the  miUtaiy  posta  and 
property  which  were  in  possesiion  of  the 
Government  when  it  came  into  my  hands, 
i^ut  if,  as  now  appears  to  be  true,  in  pursuit 
of  a  purpose  to  drive  the  United  States 
authority  from  these  places,  an  unprovoked 
assault  has  been  made  upon  Fort  Sumter,  I 
shall  hold  myself  at  liberty  to  repossess  it, 
if  I  can,  like  jdaces  which  had  been  seizotl 
before  tlie  CJovernment  was  devolved  upon 
mo ;  and,  in  any  event,  I  shall,  to  the  best  of 
my  ability,  repel  force  by  force.  In  case  it 
proves  true  that  Fort  Sumter  has  been  as- 
saulted, as  is  reported,  I  shall,  perhaps,  cause 
tho  United  htatee  mails  to  be  withdrawn 
from  all  tlie  States  which  claim  to  have  m- 
ceded.  believing  that  the  commencement  of 
actual  war  against  the  Goveroment  Juatifiea 
and,  possibly,  demands  it.  I  scareely  need 
to  say  that  I  consi(K>r  the  military  ])i)sts  and 
property,  situated  within  the  States  which 
claim  to  have  seoeded,  aa  yet  belonging  to 
tho  United  States  as  much  as  they  did  before 
the  supposed  i9eces^>il*n.  Whatever  else  I  may 
do  for  the  purpose,  I  shall  not  attempt  toeolp 
lect  the  duties  and  itnposts  by  any  arnied  in- 
vabion  of  any  part  of  the  country ;  not  nieau- 
itig  by  this,  however,  that  1  may  not  land  a 
force  deemed  necessary  to  relieve  a  fort  on 
the  border  of  the  country.  From  the  fact 
that  I  have  quote<l  a  portion  of  the  Inaugu- 
ral Address,  it  must  not  be  inferred  that  I 
repudiate  any  other  part,  the  whole  of  which 
I  refdHrm.  except  so  far  as  what  I  now  say 
of  the  inaiU  may  bo  regarded  as  a  modifica- 
tion." 

With  this  aii.swer,  the  Commission- 
ers retired ;  and  the  next  important 
news  from  Yirginia  reached  Wash- 
ington via  Montgomery  and  New 
Orleans,  which  cities  had  been  ex- 
hilarated to  the  point  of  cheering 
and  cannon-firing,  l>y  (li>]iatchos  fi  t  >tn 
llichinotid,  announciiiLT  t^ie  fact  tliat 
the  Convention  had,  in  secret,  taken 
their  State  ont  of  the  Union,  and 
united  her  fortunes  with  those  of  thtt 
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CJonfederacy.*  The  vote  by  which 
this  result  vaB  achieved  stood  88  to 
55— tbe  niAjority  greatly  stiength- 
ened,  doubtless,  i£  not  secared,  by  an 

act  of  the  CJonfederate  Congress  for- 
bidding the  importation  of  slaves 
from  States  out  of  the  Confederacy 
— an  act  which,  so  long  as  Virginia 
adhered  to  tlie  Union,  struck  a  stag- 
gering blow  at  the  most  important 
and  podnctive  brancli  of  her  indus- 
try. And,  while  the  fiMjt  of  her  se- 
cession was  stiU  nnprodaimed,  ber 
authorities  at  once  set  whatever  mili- 
tary forces  they  could  muster  in  mo- 
tion to  seize  the  Federal  Navy  Yard 
at  Norfolk  (Porti^Tnoutli)  and  the  Ar- 
senal at  Harper   1  erry. 

As  the  news  of  the  attack  on  Sum- 
ter flashed  over  the  country,  an  in- 
tense and  universal  ezeitement  was 
aroused  in  the  Free  as  well  as  the 
Slave  States.  Indignation  was  par- 
amount in  the  former ;  exultation 
mied  throughout  the  latter.*  Many 
at  the  North  obstinately  refused  to 
credit  the  tidings;  and,  when  news 
of  the  surrender  of  the  fort  so  speed- 

*  TJie  y^w  York  JItrald  of  April  13th  had  a 
CharlMton  dispatch  of  the  12th,  which  thus  cor- 
reetijr  aiiawim  th«  OoolMersto  Mm: 

"The  first  shot  [at  Port  Pumtor]  from  Stc- 
Tcns's  battery  was  fired  by  the  venerable  Kd- 
mtmd  Rnfllti,  of  Tlrtrhiift.  That  ball  will  do 
more  Tor  the  (^nso  of  Sooei^aion  in  Vilginift  than 

vohimes  of  stump  speeches." 

*  The  2iew  Yurk  Haraid  of  the  lith  had  the  fol- 
lowing? 

*'  RiCHVoin),  Ya.,  AptH  13, 18S1. 

"There  li.graat  njfoidiig  bare ov«r  the  wm% 
tnm  Charleston. 

'•  One  hundred  pirns  have  boon  And  ods- 
bralc  the  surrender  of  Fort  Sumter. 

"Coofetlerate  flags  are  everywhere  displnved ; 
win]*  music  and  flluminatiOBt  mn  tbe  gnier  of 
the  rrenintr. 

"i  ;ov.  Ix'tohor  ha.s  jiint  been  iMMded.  Bo 
made  a  iion-euinmittal  speech. 

"The  Btreets  are  crowded  with  people,  and 
the  ntmoet  eothiiiiaflin  and  eidtement  provaflSi" 


ily  foUowed,  the  number  of  the  in- 
erednloos  was  even  increased.  AH 
donbty  however,  was  dispelled  when 

the  jounials  of  Monday  morning, 
April  15th,  displayed  conspieaoualy 
the  Ibllowing 

"pBOCLAMATIOir. 

•'WnKREAs.  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
have  been  for  suuio  titno  past,  mid  now  are, 
opposed,  and  the  execution  thereof  obstruct* 
in  the  States  of  South  C'lruIiiKi,  (icnrpia, 
Alubauia,  Florida,  Missistiippi,  Luuibiatia,and 
Texas,  by  conibinationu  too  powerful  to  b« 
Buppreased  by  the  ordinary  coarse  of  Judicial 
proceedings,  or  by  the  powers  vested  in  the 
marshals  by  law :  now,  therefore,  I,  Abra- 
bam  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States 
in  vfrtve  of  the  power  in  me  veeted  by  the 
Consiif iilion  ami  the  laws,  have  tlioupht  fit 
to  call  forth  the  Militia  of  the  seTeral  States 
of  tfa«  Uidon  to  the  aggregate  mimb<M>  of 
75,000,  in  order  to  stippress  said  combina- 
tions, and  to  cause  the  laws  to  bu  duly  exe- 
cuted. 

"The  dct^iils  for  object  will  be  imme- 
diately coniinuuicHted  to  the  State  autbori- 
tieti  through  the  War  Department.*  I  appeal 
to  all  loyal  citizens  to  favor,  facilitate,  and 
ud,  this  effort  to  maintain  the  honor,  the  in' 
tegrity,  and  existence,  of  onr  national  Union, 
and  the  perpetuity  of  popular  Government, 
and  to  redress  wrongs  already  long  enoagh 
endured.  I  deem  it  proper  to  pny  tliut  the 
first  service  asMgned  to  the  forces  iiereby 
called  forth  will  probably  be  to  repossess  the 
forts,  places,  and  property  which  have  been 
seized  from  the  Union ;  and  in  every  event  the 

•  Tlie  Circular  from  the  War  Department, 
which  was  sent  to  tbe  Qovemora  along  with 
this  Prodamakkm,  explained  that  the  call  was 
for  rejjimeuis  of  infantry  or  riflemen  only  csch 
regiment  to  be  composed  of  tSO  men — tbe  s|^ 
portionroent  of  reg^meots  to  tiie  Sfieiil  BMlS 
caUed  on  being  an  bUows: 


1 

Virginia  .    .  . 
North  CaroUiia  . 

.  8 

New  Hampshire 

.  1 

.  3 

Vermont  .    .  . 

.  1 

Kentucky    .  . 

.  4 

Masaadiusetta  . 

.  S 

Arkansas.   •  . 

.  1 

Rhode  Iflhuid  . 

.  1 

Missouri  .  .  . 

.  4 

Connecticut  .  . 

.  1 

Ohio  .... 

IS 

New  York    .  . 

.  17 

Indiana   .   .  . 

.  6 

New  Jltso  v  .  . 

.  4 

Illinois     .   •  * 

.  6 

Pennsylvania  . 

.  16 

Michigan .   .  . 

.  1 

Delanrare.  .  . 

.  1 

Iowa  .  •  •  . 

.  .1 

Tennessee    .  . 

.  2 

Minnesota    .  . 

.  1 

Maryland .   .  . 

.  4 

Wisconsin    .  . 

.  1 

The  M  regbnenta  thus  esDed  (br  would  fens  a 

total  of  73,391  men — tha  residue  of  the  75,000 
being  expected  ftom  the  Federal  District 
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utmost  caro  will  be  observed,  conabtentljr  { 
vrith  the  ol^ecta  afonM^d,  to  aToid  any  de- 
vastation, any  dostrnotion  of,  or  interlorenco 
with,  property,  or  any  disturbuucti  of  pcacel  ul 
citlaeDS  of  any  part  of  the  country ;  and  I 
hereby  coiiuiiand  tho  persons  compofliiit,'  the 
combiuutiun.s  uforesaid,  tu  didpvrsuaud  rutiro 
peaceably  to  tbeir  respective  abodes,  within 
twenty  days  fnuti  this  date. 

"Deeniin;,'  that  tho  |)re»ent  condition  of 
public  atfsurs  presentd  an  extraordinary  oc- 
casion, I  do  hereby,  in  virtue  of  the  power 
in  ine  vested  by  the  OmntlttitiioR,  convene 
both  Houses  of  Congress.  Tho  Senators  and 
Representatives  are,  therefore,  summoned  to 
aBoemble  at  their  respective  chambers  at  IS 
o'clock,  noon,  on  Thnr.s<l;iy,  fho  4tli  day  of 
July  next,  then  and  there  tu  consider  and 
determine  such  measures  as,  in  th«r  wi»- 
doni,  tlio  public  aafe^  and  interest  may  aeem 
to  demand. 

"  In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set 
my  hand,  and  cHUsvd  the  seal  of  the  United 
btutes  tu  be  attixed. 

"Done  at  tho  City  of  "Washington,  this 
]5tb  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-oue,  and 
uf  the  independoDoeof  the  United  dtafees  the 
eighty-lifth. 

"Abbajiam  Linoout. 

"By  tho  President: 

Wm.  U.  Sswa&d,  Secretary  uf  State.** 

This  Proclamation  was  received 
thronghoat  the  Free  Statea  with  verj 
general  and  entlmsiastic  approval. 
T^'earlyall  of  tlieiu  uii  this  wde  of  the 
llocky  Mountains  liad  Tlt'publican 
Goveruor.s  and  Legislatures,  w  ho  vied 
vith  each  other  in  profiers  of  men, 
monej^miixkitions^uideyeiTthiiigthat 
could  be  needed  to  Tindicate  the  aa- 
thority  and  maintain  tlie  int^;rity  of 
the  Union.  Tlie  only*  Gpvernor  not 
elected  as  a  llej)iil)lican  was  William 
SpniL'uo,  of  Khodo  Island  —  an  in- 
dopi.'n<k;nt  '  cunservativu' — ^vho  not 
merely  raised  ])r(>mptly  the  <juota  re- 
quired of  him,  but  volunteered  to  lead 
it  to  Washington,  or  wherever  its 
wnrioes  might  be  required.  Ko  State 
iros  more  prompt  and  thorough  in  her 
response,  and  none  sent  her  troops  into 

*  Those  of  California  and  Oregon  were  exoep- 
ttona}  1>u^  helQff  hr  away,  and  not  osUed  on 


tho  field  more  completely  armed  and 
servieeably  equi])j>ed,  than  did  Kliode 
Island.  Among  tho  privates  in  her 
first  regiment  was  one  worth  a  million 
dollars,  who  destroyed  the  passage- 
ticket  he  had  bought  for  a  voyage  to 
Europe,  on  a  tour  of  observation  and 
pleasure,  to  shoulder  his  musket  in 
defense  of  his  country  and  her  laws. 

Hitherto,  the  Democrats  and  otluT 
'  conservatives'  of  the  Free  State*i  liud 
seemed*  to  sympathize  rather  witli 
'  tho  South'  than  with  the  new  Ad- 
ministration, in  so  &r  as  they  were  at 
variance^  though  not  usually  to  the 
extent  of  justifying  Secession.  Kow, 
public  meetings,  addresses^  enlist- 
ments, the  mustering  of  companies 
and  of  refrimonts  on  all  sides,  seemed 
for  a  time  to  indicate  an  ahnost  un- 
broken unanimity  in  support  of  the 
Government.  The  spirit  of  the  liour 
is  very  tairly  exhibited  in  the  leading 
article  dThel^^  Tark  TriUnme  of 
April  15th,  as  follows: 

"  Fort  Sumter  is  lost,  hut  froe<lom  is  saved. 
There  ia  no  more  thought  of  bribing  or  eoas- 
iiitr  tho  traitors  who  have  durod  to  aim  tlieir 
cannon-halla  ut  tho  liap  of  tiio  Union,  and 
those  who  gave  their  iiv(»  to  defend  it.  It 
seems  but  yesterday  tltat  at  least  two-thirds 
of  the  journals  of  this  city  were  tlie  virtual 
allies  of  tho  Secessionists,  their  apologistSi 
tbeir  champioua.  The  roar  of  the  great  cir- 
cle of  batteries  ponring  thdr  iron  hail  npon 
devoted  Sumt<.T  has  struck  them  all  dumb. 
It  i^  as  if  one  had  made  u  brilliant  and  elect- 
ive si>eech,  setting  forth  the  innooenoe  of 
murder,  and,  having  just  bidden  adieu  to  the 
cheers  and  tho  gaslights,  were  to  ho  cou- 
fronte<l  by  the  gory  form  and  staring  eyes 
of  a  victim  of  assassination,  the  fiistlroitof 
his  oratorical  success. 

"  For  months  before  the  bte  Presidential 
election,  ami^ority  of  our  journals  predicted 
forcible  resistance  to  tho  Ciovernmentas  the 
natural  and  necessary  residt  of  a  Republican 
triuinnh ;  for  months  since,  they  have  been 
oheriaoioflr  and  enoouraging  the  Slaydiold- 
er^  KebfldliQii,  aa  if  it  wm«  a  vwy  aatnrsi 


liar  Militia,  ttiehr  views  were  then  underdoped. 
*  See  eflpeeially  pegoa  36t>€^  and  tbamoeftnnHcd* 
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and  pr()|>cr  proceeding.^  Their  object  ■was 
purely  partLsan — thej  vished  to  bully  the 
Kcrpablican  AdministraiioR  Into  shameAil 

recTcaiiry  to  Re|)ublionn  ])rin(Mj>lo,  jiiul  then 
call  upon  the  jicople  to  expel  from  power  a 
party  so  profliirnto  and  bo  cowardly.  They 
did  not  fsnccei'd  iu  this  ;  they  hare  sncreeded 
in  enticing  their  Southern  protigit  nnd  somo- 
time  allies  into  fluffrunt  treason.  *  *  * 

"  Most  of  our  journals  lately  parading  the 
pranka  of  the  Secessionists  with  scarcely 
aisguiscd  exidtation,  have  been  suddenly 
sobered  Ity  the  cuhnination  of  the  slaTebold- 
ing  I'l  nspiracy.  They  would  evidently  like 
to  justify  and  t-iicourago  the  traitors  further, 
but  they  dure  not;  so  the  Amen  sticks  in 
thdr  throat.   The  aspect  of  the  i>eople  ap- 

f>alls  them.  Democrat  as  well  as  Jlopub- 
icau,  Conservative  and  Itadical,  instinctive- 
ly feel  tiiat  the  gnns  fired  at  Sumter  were 
aimed  at  the  heart  of  the  American  Repub- 
lic. Not  oven  in  the  lowest  groggery  of  our 
city  would  it  be  safe  to  jjroposc  cheers  for 
Beauregard  and  (iov.  I'icki'ns.  Tho  Tories 
of  the  lievolution  were  rt'latively  ten  times 
W  niunerous  hero  as  are  tho  open  sympa- 
thizers with  tho  Palmetto  Bebcla.  It  b 
hard  to  loso  Sumter ;  it  is  a  consolation  to 
know  that  in  losing  it  we  have  gaiiu-d  a 
united  people.  Ueuoeforth,  the  loyal-States 
•re  a  unit  in  nncompromislnf;  hostility  to 
trcasini,  wlu-rrvvr  pli  ittiil,  however  justified, 
fort  Sumter  is  tvuiporariiy  lost^  but  the 
ooontry  is  utved.  live  the  BepnUio  I" 

BiBBent  from  this  view  did,  indteed, 
teem  fat  the  moment  almost,  but  not 
entirely,  dlenoed.  The  opposite  con- 
ception was  temjxjratelj  set  forth,  on 
the  evening  of  that  day,  by  The  New 
J^tn-Jc  Ju'/f/rss^  as  follows : 

"The  'irrepressible  conflict'  started  by 
Kr.  Beward  and  indorsed  by  the  Republican 
jarty,  has  at  length  attained  to  its  logical, 
foreseen  result.  That  conflict,  underUikeu 
*for  the  sake  of  humanity,'  culminates  now 
in  inhiiriKitiity  itself,  and  exhil)its  tho  afflict- 
ing spectacle  of  brother  shedding  brother's 
blood. 

"Refusing  tho  ballot  before  tho  bullet, 
these  men,  flushed  with  the  power  and  pat- 
ronage of  the  Federal  Govcninu-nt,  have 
madly  mshed  into  a  civil  war,  which  will 
]irohab1y  drlre  the  remaining  Slave  States 
into  thi'  arms  of  tho  Southern  Confederacy, 
and  dash  to  pieces  tho  last  hope  for  a  recon- 
ftraetion  of  the  Union. 

"To  the  gallant  men  who  ari'  po  nobly 
defending  their  flag  within  tiie  walls  of  b'ort 
Snroter.  the  nation  owes  a  debt  of  eternal 
grntitiulo  -not  less  than  to  tho  equally 
iaut  and  patriotic  spirits,  who,  iu  like  obudi- 
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ence  to  the  dornands  of  duty,  arc  periling 
their  lives  and  shedding  their  blood  in  the 
beroie,  hot,  as  yet,  unraoeenfyil  endeator  to 
afl'ord  them  succor.  But,  to  tbo  cold-blood- 
ed, heartless  demagogues  who  started  tliis 
civil  war — themselves  magnanimously  keep- 
ing out  of  tbo  reach  of  bodily  harm — we 
can  only  say,  You  must  find  your  account,  if 
not  at  the  hands  of  an  indignant  people,  then, 
in  the  tears  of  Avidowa  and  or[)!ians.  The 
people  of  the  United  States,  it  nmst  be 
borne  in  mind,  petitioned,  begged,  and  im- 
plored these  men,  who  are  become  their  ac* 
ddental  masters,  to  give  them  an  opportu- 
nity to  be  heard  before  this  unnatural  strife 
was  pushed  to  a  bloody  extreme ;  but  their 
petitions  were  all  wpanud  with  contempt; 
and  now  thtt  boUdt  oomefl  fax  to  deolde  the 
issue  I" 

Iu  another  editorial,  27ie  JExpresa 
said: 

**TIm  great  fact  is  upon  va.  Otyfl  war 

has  commenced.  "Whcro  it  will  end,  is 
known  only  to  that  Higher  Power  'that 
shapes  our  ends,  rough-lMW  them  as  we 
will.'  Of  one  thing,  however,  we  are  thor- 
oughly convinced — the  South  con  never  be 
subjugated  by  the  North,  nor  can  any  mail- 
ed successes  be  achieved  against  them. 
They  have  us  at  every  advantage.  They 
fight  upon  their  own  soil,  in  behalf  of  th«ir 
d«are$t  righU — for  their  public  institutional 
their  homes,  and  their  pnmerty.  They  are 
abundantly  supplied  with  all  tlie  means  and 
appliances  for  the  contest ;  are  commanded 
by  officers  who  have  fongfat  and  won  battles 
by  the  side  of  those  against  whom  thej  aro 
now  arrayed,  with  ranks  flUed  by  men  as  in- 
telligent, patrioUc,  and  brave^  aa  e*er  faced  a 
foe,  and  a  determinatka  nerer  to  be  de- 
feated. *  ♦  ♦ 

"  TJie  South,  in  BeJf-prtsertation^  hat  heen  , 
driven  to  (he  vsall,  and  forced  to  proclaim 
it«  independence.  A  terriU  inmrraction 
and  ioholetale  tlaughter  qf  the  tehitet  trill 
alone  mtvfy  the  murderom  derimu  of  the 
AMiti<nii»t$.  Tho  Administration,  egged 
on  by  the  halloo  of  the  Black  Kepublioan 
journals  of  this  city,  has  sent  its  meroenaiy 
forces  to  pick  a  guarrd  and  iniiiat*  M0 
work  of  dexiilation  and  ruin.  A  call  is  made 
for  an  army  of  voluuteersi,.  under  the  pre- 
tense that  an  invasion  is  apprehended  of  the 
Fc(b  ral  capital ;  and  tho  next  step  will  be  to 
stuumou  the  slave  popuhitiou  to  revolt  and 
massacre." 

Tha  UHoa  {N,  T.]  OUerwr  more 
pointedly  eaid: 

"  Of  all  tho  wars  which  have  disgraced  the 
human  race,  it  has  been  reserved  for  our  own 
enlightened  nation  to  bo  inTolved  iu  the  most 
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nseless  and  foolish  one.  What  advantage 
can  ndssibly  accruo  to  aaj  ono  from  this 
war,  ijowever  prolonged  it  might  be  ?  Docs 
UBj  supiMiae  that  miUiant  £ree  white 
Americans  in  the  Soathorn  States,  who  will 
Boou  Ito  urr.tyud  against  us,  cfin  bo  con- 
quered bv  any  efforts  which  can  be  brought 
against  them  t  BraTO  men,  fl^^ting  on  th^ 
own  soil,  and,  as  tlioy  bcliovo,  for  their  free- 
dom and  dearest  rights,  can  never  be  Bubju- 
gatod.  The  war  maf  be  prolongad  until  we 
are  onrselves  erihanstod,  and  bcconio  an  cjisy 
prey  to  milittiry  despotism  or  e*iuully  fatal 
anarchy;  but  wo  can  never  coniiucr  the 
South.  Admit,  if  you  please,  that  they  are 
rebels  and  traitors:  tfiey  are  beyond  oar 
re;irh.  Why  should  we  deitroy  ouielTea  in 
iiyuring  them  ? 

Who  ore  to  fight  the  battles  of  sectional 
hatred  in  tills  sjid  strife?  ThoSecodLrs  will 
fight;  but  will  the  Abolitionists,  who  have 
eombined  with  them  to  overthrow  the  Union, 
nudfce  tliemsclvcs  food  for  powder?  If  this 
ooold  bo  so— if  ten  lliou»and  picked  lirc-cat- 
ers  of  either  side  could  be  arrayed  against 
each  other,  ami  would  figlit  until,  like  the 
Kilkonny  cats,  all  were  destroyed — the  coun- 
try would  be  the  better  for  it.  Hut,  while 
the  Secessionist  defends  himself,  the  Aboli- 
tionist will  sneak  in  the  back-ground,  leav- 
ing tlioso  to  do  the  figlitin^  wln)  h:ivo  no  in- 
tereet  in  the  bloody  strifei  no  Itatred  against 
their  brethren.  The  best  we  can  hope  is, 
that,  at  the  end  of  n  fearful  strn^;,'le.  when 
the  country  becomes  tired  of  gratifying  a 
q>irit  of  sinsticlsm,  we  shall  have  peace 
throufjli  ft  treaty  in  which  both  sides  must 
make  socriiicea,  but  each  must  agree  to 
respect  the  rights  of  tlio  other.  How  much 
bettor  to  make  siu-h  a  treaty  now,  before 
further  blootlsheU,  before  worjio  iiatrcds  are 

The  Banffor  UfUon  (Maine)  still 
xnore1>oldl7  eaid: 

**  Democrats  of  Ifainel  the  loyjj  sons  of 
the  South  have  gathered  around  Charleston, 
as  your  fathers  of  old  gathered  about  Bos- 
ton, in  defense  of  the  same  sacred  prin(  i]>IeH 
of  Ubertjr — ^principles  which  you  have  ever 
upheld  and  defimded  with  yonr  rote,  yonr 
voice,  and  your  strong  riirltt  arm.  Yuur 
symnatiiies  ore  with  the  defenders  of  the 
tmtn  and  the  right  Those  who  have  inau- 
gnrated  this  unholy  and  unjustifialile  war 
are  no  friends  of  yours — no  friends  of  Dem- 
ocrai  ic  Li  herty.  Will  you  them  in  their 
woriv  of  subjugation  and  tyranny? 

**  When  tlio  (ioveranient  at  Washington 
oaUs  for  volunteers  or  recruits  to  carry  on 
the  work  of  sui)jugation  and  tyranny  nnder 
the  specious  phrase  of  '  enforcing  the  laws,' 
'ntuklog  ana  proteotiiig  the  pobJk  pn^er> 


ty,'  and  *  collecting  the  revenue,'  let  eveiy 
Democrat  fold  his  arms,  and  bid  the  minions 

of  Tory  despotism  do  a  Tory  despot's  woi^ 
S:iy  to  them  fearlessly  and  boldly,  in  the 
language  of  England's  great  Lord,  the  Earl 
of  Chatham,  whose  hold  words  in  behalf  of 
the  struggling  colonies  of  America,  in  the 
dark  hours  of  the  Revolution,  have  en- 
shrined Ills  name  in  tl;e  heart  of  every 
friend  of  freedom  and  immortidized  his  fame 
wherever  the  name  of  liberty  is  known~ 
say,  in  liis  thrilling  languai»o :  'If  I  were  a 
Southerner,  as  I  am  a  Northerner,  while  a 
foreign  trooj)  was  landed  in  ray  coantry,  I 
would  never  lojr  down  my  anns— >JMBsri  neo- 
er,  nkvbk!'  " 

Tlie  Alffan//  Ar(/m  more  cautiouflly 
and  guardedly  said : 

''The  first  gun  of  civil  war  is  heard, 

whose  reverberations  are  yet  to  echo  through 
the  civilized  world — the  signal  of  events  of 
whieh  no  roan  can  tell  the  end.   A  fearfhl 

resiK)nsibility  is  duo  to  tliose  who  ]kivo 
brought  this  crisis  mton  the  country.  War 
i  s  not  the  least  of  calamities.  If  the  Federal 
Government  were  about  to  sacrifice  its  trea- 
sures and  duets  and  urmies  to  rebuke  tlie 
Spanish  usurpation  in  Saint  Domingo — ^if 
this  annament  were  intended  to  repel  Mexi- 
can aggression,  or  to  assert  our  right  to  San 
Juan  against  English  pretension — every  citi- 
zen would  gladly  rally  to  the  support  of  the 
Government.  But  it  is  between  the  States 
of  the  Union  that  the  war  is  to  be  declared; 
and  its  provocations  are  to  be  found  in  the 
aggressions  of  section  against  section,  and 
tiie  defiance  of  constitutinn.i!  fruaranteo.'?. 
It  is  a  civil  war  that  opens — a  war  whose 
suoeessss  are  without  glory,  whose  noblesi 
deeds  nre  without  honor,  for  they  are  won 
in  fratricidal  conliict,  and  their  cost  is  fratri- 
cidal blood.  If  this  were  even  a  natural, 
intelligent  assertion  of  (  Jovernnienl  !iu;hor- 
ity,  it  would  appeal  to  the  mural  sentiment 
of  the  country.  If  its  object  and  result 
were  to  restore  the  Union  and  reestablish 
the  Constitution  over  these  States,  it  might  be 
worth  all  the  sacrifices  it  imposed.  For  our- 
selves, we  should  place  no  impediments  in 
its  waf,  but  bid  it  God  speed  to  its  end. 
Eveiy  Democrat  in  tlie  North  would  take 
the  same  position,  iiut  it  cannot,  in  any 
event,  have  this  efStet.  It  cannot  restore; 
it  can  only  destroy.  There  are  t!»ose  who 
believe  tiiat  it  is  the  dehl»erate  purpose  of 
the  Administration  to  terminate,  in  a  war  in 
which  sectional  passions  shall  he  arouJied 
to  the  utmost  hight,  the  connection  be- 
tween the  North  and  the  South,  and  to  cut 
otf  all  possible  hope  of  reconstruction.  If 
this  it  the  purpose  of  the  Administration, 
thegr  have  lost  no  time  hi  its  execntiim.  Xb* 
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deed  of  Reparation  is  sealed  in  tiie  fink  blood 
•bed  in  this  conflict.*' 

The  Journal  Commerce  (ITew 
York)  said : 

*'We  will  not  undertake,  at  this  moment, 
to  apportion  tlie  meiuturo  of  folly  and  crime, 

on  either  side,  which  lias  led  to  tlie  present 
catastrophe.  Xo  doubt  it  has  been  precipi- 
tated by  tho  scndinff  of  n  fleet  with  troops, 
.by  tho  United  States  Govcrnraent,  for  the 
relief  (a-s  was  iiiiderBtoodj  of  Surater.  And, 
on  tiio  other  hand,  it  may  bo  sold  that  this 
action  of  tho  United  States  (Tovcrnrncnt  was 
oeeas1«»ned  by  tho  cutting  off  of  supplies 
from  Fort  Sumter  by  tho  Confederate  au- 
Uioritiea,  which  rendered  it  necessary  to 
send  them  from  New  York  or  some  other 
point.  To  this,  a^ain,  it  may  be  replied, 
that  the  cutting  otf  of  suppUes  by  the  (Jon- 
federate  aathoriti««  was  eansed  by  the  long 
contiiHUKl  delay  of  the  United  States  au- 
thorities to  take  or  consent  to  any  measures 
of  adjustment  of  tho  pending  differences, 
thus  leaving  tlie  Confederate  authorities 
subject  to  tho  necessity  of  maintaining  o 
larj^'e  military  force  at  ('harleston  for  an  in- 
dotinito  period,  or  abandoning  their  claims 
altogeiher.  The  Confederate  authorities 
must,  however,  bear  the  responsibility  (ond 
it  is  a  heavy  one)  of  commencing  the  actual 
firing." 

The  Botton  Poet  etSSL  mora  mildly 
said: 

"  Tho  people  mnst  apeak  in  their  primary 
capacity,  if  they  would  nve  their  country 
from  a  miserable  destiny — if  they  would  se- 
cure to  their  families  and  themselves  peace 
and  safety.  This  should  Im  done  in  a  legal 
maaner.  An  Extra  Seesion  of  Oongre&s 
ahoold  be  called  at  once.  And,  if  that 
body  prove  incompetent  ,to  the  dnty  re- 
quired, then  a  Kational  OonTcn^n  ahontd 
be  cnnvetKHl ;  and,  if  nil  measures  for  a  sat- 
idloctory  adjustment  fail,  after  full  hearing 
and  answers  to  statements  of  discontent, 
and  n  porti<m  of  our  contstry  declare  its  de- 
termination, at  all  events,  to  dissolve  its  as- 
aooiation  with  another  portion,  let  it  depart 

•  The  True  American  (Trenton,  N.  J.),  and,  so 
far  as  can  now  be  traced,  every  other  prominent 
Domocrntic  journal  issued  in  New  Jersey,  bhimed 
tiio  Administration  and  the  'Black  llepubhuous' 
for  laoitii^  and  proroUng  *the  SoMth'  to  rebel- 
lion ami  1  ivil  war.  in  substantia!  accordance  with 
tho  forcgoin:;  views  of  TheiHae  Ibht£g>r«Mand 
Tke  J^any  A  njtis.  Th»  l^miuyiMiJiiidbi(Philadel- 
plilaX  and  Jha  Mriot  aaJ  Unvm  (llanisborg), 
wHh  nearly  evorr  ot!icr  leading  Democratic 
journal  in  renasylvania,  aliio  treated  the  war 
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in  peace,  If  possible;  bnt,  if  it  be  not  poa- 

siblo,  tlien  we  shall  feel  that  wo  have  aone 
all  that  Christianity,  reason,  and  patriotism 
could  demand,  and  bo  prepared  to  meettha 
last  dreadful  iMOC  wiui  a  anataSning  ooil> 
science."  • 

The  New  York  Ilcraid  of  the  16th 
put  tca^  a  'leader,'  wliereof  the  diift 
is  exhibited  in  the  foUowing  extracta : 

"Eameatly  laboring  in  behalf  of  peace, 
from  the  beginning  of  these  sectional  trou- 
bles down  to  this  day,  and  for  tlio  mainte- 
nance of  the  Union  through  nratnal  conces- 
sions, wo  do  not,  oven  yet,  utterly  despair 
of  arresting  this  civil  war  bcforo  it  shall  have 
paaaed  l)eyond  the  reach  of  reason.  In  any 
event,  the  people  of  this  metropolis  owe  it 
to  themselves,  to  their  materitd  and  political 
interests,  to  their  social  security  and  to  the 
country  at  large,  to  make  a  aolemn  and  im> 
posing  effbrt  in  behalf  of  peace.  To  thia 
eml,  wo  a;;ain  call  upon  our  fe]lo\v-<  itizen8 
of  this  iskiud,  irrespective  of  creed  or  party, 
to  meet  together  in  an  earnest  consnltation 
upon  tho  ways  and  means  of  peace.  The 
(lovemment  at  Washington  and  tiiat  at 
Montgomery,  confronted  with  the  horron of 
civil  \var,  may  yet  recoil  from  them. 

"  Tlio  conservative  city  of  New  York, 
guiltless  of  any  agency  in  precipitiiting  upon 
the  two  sections  of  this  great  country  this 
causeless  and  senseless  appeal  to  arms,  has 
the  right,  and  has  some  power,  to  speak  to 
the  North  and  the  South  in  behalf  of  peaoeJ' 

2'he  Herald  of  the  next  dav  con- 
tained  a  leading  article  in  substantial 
accordance  with  the  new  drift  of  pub- 
lic Bentiment,  even  among  '  conserva- 
tives:' saying: 

'^The  meaacrea  that  hava  heen  adopted, 

within  the  last  few  days,  by  tlie  <;ovcrniiient 
of  Mr.  Lincoln, entirely  change  tho  aspect  of 
public  afiaira.  Had  a  aimitar  coarae  beoi 
pursued  five  months  ago,  the  last  would 
have  been  heard  of  Recession  before  now. 
Not  the  firing  of  a  gnn  would  have  been 

now  opening  as  provoked,  if  not  wantonly  com- 
menced, by  the  'Bktck  Republicans.'  So  with 
the  ablest  and  most  widely  circulated  Democratic 
journals  of  Connecticut  The  Chicago  Times,  The 
JOMnptt  AwiVsM^  and  (Me  Statesman  (Caluml9usX 
likewise  regarded  and  treated  the  conflict  as  one 
which  the  RepubUcans  had  unwarrantably  oom* 
menced,  or,  at  least,  indted.  Vew  or  none  ot 
these,  however,  oowiaBlad  aoqideaoence  in  Die- 
union— rmioh  lesi^  a  anrrandar  cf  Waahington 
and  Maryland. 


Digitized  by  Google 


THB  AMRBIOAN  OONVLXOT. 


468 

needed;  Uie  fortifications  upon  the  coast 
woald  havo  been  rendered  impregnable 
against  luoal  attucks ;  and,  with  the  ezcep- 
tioa  of  boath  CaroUna,  no  State  wuald  havu 
withdrawn  from  the  Union.  8noh  a  ])olio7 
was  ■4froiiL'ly  rcodnunciidid  to  ^fr.  IJurhan- 
an'a  Adiuiuistrationj  at  the  time,  b/  Th« 
Jfew  York  Herald;  irat  treason  in  his  Cabi- 
net, and  tlio  atrocidU'?  perfidy  of  many  others 
wlio  mirroiuidod  liiin,  prevented  hi.H  acts 
from  <'i>rn.'Sp()!idinjf  with  the  ezigcucic^  of 
the  period,  it  is  iMtter,  howerw,  lato  than 
never. 

*  *  *  **  The  time  has  passed  for  mofa  pub- 
lic peace  meetings,  in  tlio  North,  as  wore 
advocated,  and  nii;?ht  Imvo  ctibctcd  some 
bcnetic'iul  result,  a  few  weeks  j*iiieo.  War 
tvill  make  theNortiiem  people  a  unit.  Re- 
publicans loolc  npon  it  as  inevitable,  and 
1  )>.'iiio<-r:itrt  liiivo  l>fon  f^rnthudly  becoming 
disffutited  ut  the  neglect  uud  ingratitude  with 
which  thej  have  been  treatea  bf  a  section 
tor  which  they  hnvt*  faithfully  borne  the 
heat  and  burden  of  cuiitlict  for  so  manj 
years.  I1re-eat««  havo  accustomed  them- 
selves to  nd  'Ht  ;ui  i:i.li<frinutiate  tone  of 
hostility  toward  ritizcus  of  the  non-slave- 
holdiiis  States,  which  would  liave,  long  a^ro, 
alienated  their  friends,  but  that  the  party 
attachment  of  the  latter  hoA  been  founded 
upon  {iriaoiplesi  not  reeklesslj  to  bo  aban- 
doned. 

"The  policy  adopted  by  Mr.  Lincoln,  as 
set  forth  in  his  iVoclamation  and  his  b[)euch 
to  thu  Virginia  Commissioners,  ou  tlie 
whole,  approved  by  tlie  masses  of  the  eom- 
imitiity.  It  cannot  li  imi  tlio  Nortli  event- 
ually ;  and,  if  the  damage  it  may  inflict  upon 
the  SoQth  ia  to  bo  regretted,  it  will  be  nonu 
the  1<  >s\veU,ifU  secures  final  peace  to  the 
country." 

Tliat  those  -vvho  for  rears  luid  zeal- 
oiislj  niaiiituiiu'd  that  a  si:n]>le  ad- 
herence to  the  policy  of  Jeii'erson 
mth  regard  to  the  exclusion  of  Sla- 
Texy  from  the  territories  was  an  un- 
warranted and  unjustifiable  war  upon 
'the  South,'  impelled  by  *  fanaticism' 
and  'eectiuiial'  hate,  shoukl,  hy  the 
mere  crashiug  of  a  few  l)all3  against 
the  \y:\\\^  of  a  Federal  fortres.-*,  l)e 
convertfd  to  an  entirely  different 
view  of  the  past  and  present  attitude 

»r  Xtw  York  Ueinld  nf  April  lOlh,  after 
procluiiuing  in  its  '  leader'  that '  civil  war  ia  close 
at  band,'  and  aanoundng  that  Lient  Talbot  bad 
been  stopped  In  Chsdsston  on  hia  reton  from 


of  the  combatants,  ■was  not  to  be  ex- 
pected. That  the  liatf'd  '  Aholition- 
i>ts'  were  the  real,  responsibU*,  culpa- 
ble autlion*  of  tlie  lon<^  foreseen  and 
deeply  deplored  collision,  was  doubt- 
less still  the  belief  of  thousand}  who 
saw  no  adequate  reason  for  insisting 
on  it  at  this  juncture,  and  in  whose 
minds  indignation  at  the  Secession- 
ists,  not  only  as  factious  and  unpa- 
triotic, but  as  untrue  and  nn'^'siteful 
to  their  'conservative'  friends  in  tlio 
Free  States,  for  the  nionicnt  over- 
bore all  countervailing  considerations. 
But,  despite  this  undertone  of  demur 
and  dissatis&ction,  it  is  certain  that 
the  North  had  nev^er  before  seemed 
so  nearly  and  enthusiastically  unani- 
mous and  detomined  as  in  devotion 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  T'nion  for 
the  month  or  two  sncceediug  the  re- 
duction of  Fort  ISumter. 


Very  difierent  was  the  inii>rcsoion 
made  on  the  public  mind  of  the  South 
by  the  same  ocouirences — strikingly 
diverse  was  tlie  reception  there  ac- 
corded to  the  President's  Frodamap 
tion. 

On  the  evening  of  A]<ril  12ih,  the 
Confederates  conirrej^ated  at  their 
capital,  ^lontgonierv,  heLl  high  car- 
nival over  the  tidings  that  Beaure- 
gard had,  by  order,  opened  fire  that 
morning  ou  Fort  Sumter.  As  was 
natural,  their  Seeretary  of  War,  Mr. 
Leroy  Pope  "Walker,  wa^  c:dled  out 
for  a  speech,  and,  in  his  response, 
pre(li<*ted  tliat  tlio  Confederate  flag 
would  jlout,  before  the  1st  of  ^lay, 
over  Washington  City,*  as  it  might, 
ultimately,  over  Faneuil  Hall  itselll 

Washington  to  If^jor  Anderson  hx  Fort  Sumter 

sajTH: 

"  Anticipating,  then,  tho  spoeUy  iaau|runuioo 
of  dvfl  war  at  Chariestmuat  Fensaooia,  or  la 
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This  declaration  was,  very  naturally, 
at  once  tiashcd  over  the  whole  coun- 
try ;  and  it  was  woU  known  that  a 
portion  of  the  Contederate  forces 
Merc  dispatched  northward  from 
Charleston  directly  after  the  fall  of 
Sumter.'*  Yet,  in  the  ftoe  of  these 
notoriooBlkcts,  Gov.  Letcher  respond- 
ed to  the  President's  call  on  Yirginia 
for  Militia  to  defend  the  capitid  in 
tlic  followiii":  terms : 

''I  have  only  to  say  that  the  militia  of 
Yinrinia  will  not  ho  furnished  to  the  powers 
at  Washington  for  any  such  use  or  purpose 
■  as  thej  have  ia  view.  Yoor  object  is  to  sub- 
Jugate  the  Southern  States ;  and  a  rcqnisition 
ina«le  upon  niu  for  suoh  an  olijeet — an  ob- 
ject, in  my  judgment,  not  within  the  pur- 
view of  the  Constitatioa  or  the  Aet  of 
17!'*»  — will  not  bo  complied  with.  You 
have  chosen  to  inuutrurate  civil  war ;  nn«l, 
having  done  so,  we  will  meet  you  in  a  spirit 
as  (1etengino<1  as  the  A<liiiini«trationhM  ex- 
LiUt«d  toward  tiiti  ;Suuili/' 

To  the  same  effect,  Gov.  Ellis,  of 

Korth  Carolina — ^who  had  lon^  been 

Texas,  or,  perhaps,  at  oil  the:<u  ])luces.  the  in- 
quiry is  fbroed  upon  us,  Wliat  will  be  the  prob- 
able oooflequenees?  We  eppreheiid  that  tlwj 
will  be:  first,  the  secession  or  Virginia  and  the 

otht-r  honJerSlavo  States,  ami  (iicir  uuion  with  the 
Coul'bderato  States;  secondly,  the  organization 
of  as  amy  for  the  removal  of  the  United  States 
ens^  and  authoritiea  tnm  everj  fortrcas  or 
TmbUo  buildhig  within  tiie  Oonfbderate  States, 
in>:'>idihij  the  Wltlk  //i/'wc,  the  CupihL  anil  oUur 
puiHic  buiid  nji  ot  Wa.s!iiuijU>ii.  After  the  seces- 
sion of  Virginia  from  the  United  States,  it  ia  not 
Kkeljf  Vuit  Maryland  can  be  rtttrauied  from  tho 
ftmedfciriveaet.  She  will  follow  the  Axrtunos 
of  Yiririiiia,  nn'l  will  uiidnuhiedly  claim  that,  in 
■witlnlniwing  from  the  I'tiited  Slates,  theDvstrict 
of  ('■'Inmbinreoert't  into  her  possession  under  tho 
supreme  right  of  revolution.  Here  we  have 
verge  and  eoope  enough  for  a  dvil  war  of  five, 
ten,  or  twenty  years'  dtirntion. 

"What  for?  To  'show  that  we  liaTo  a  Gor- 
ommenl' — to  show  that  tho  seoeilc<i  ritatea  an? 
stili  in  our  Union,  and  are  still  subjoct  to  its 
lawri  and  outliorities.  This  is  the  ihtal  mistake 
of  Mr.  Lincoln,  bnd  his  Cabinet,  and  bis  party. 
Tho  fiiniolo  truth — pjitont  to  all  the  world — is, 
tliat  .--e'  r 'Ij  I  Sliiles  iir^  nul  <if  the  riiinn, 
and  arti  orgoni/ed  under  on  independent  Govern- 
ment of  their  own.  The  authori  ty  of  tho  United 
Stittes,  %nthiii  the  borders  of  this  independent 
Conledcracy,  has  been  completely  sujKrseded, 
except  in  a  dofachcd  fort  hrro  and  there.  Wo 
desire  to  restore  this  displaced  authority  in  its 
lUlintipilgr.  HowistbistQliedaMtS^eailedng 


tliorouglilj  in  the  interest  and  ooim* 

Bels  of  tlie  plotters  of  Disunion-HTO- 

sponded  to  the  call  as  follows : 

"Balkiqh,  April  15,  1861. 
"Honorable  Socoir  Onwtnoy, 

"  Serrelari/  of  War  : 
Your  dispatch  i^  received,  aud,  if  gena- 
Ine — which  its  eztnMN'dinaryoharaoter  leads 

ine  to  dotilit — I  have  to  say  in  rcjdy,  that 
I  regard  the  levy  of  troops  mudo  hy  tho  Ad- 
uiinistratiou  for  tho  ]>urpose  of  suhjugating 
the  States  of  the  South,  o-s  iu  violation  of 
the  Constitution,  and  a  usurpation  of  power. 
I  ean  bo  no  party  to  this  wicked  violitioik 
of  the  laws  of  tho  country,  and  to  thia  war 
upoti  the  liberties  of  a  free  peo{)lc.  Ton 
can  pet  no  troop.s  from  North  Carolina.  I 
will  reply  more  in  detail  when  your  call  ia 
received  by  mall.       Jomr  W.  Ellis, 

"  Governor  of  North  Carolina.** 

Gov.  Isham  G.  HarriSj  of  Tennessee 

— likewise  a  thorough  sympatliizer 
with  South  Carolina — ^responded  ae 
follows : 

"Tennessee  will  not  funjish  a  single  man 
for  coercion,  buttifty  thousand,  if  necessary, 
for  the  defenae  of  our  righta  and  thotc  our 


into  a  war  with  the  seceded  States  for  the  ooiH 
tinued  occupation  of  thoae  detached  forts  ?  Ka 

A  war  will  only  widen  the  broach,  and  enlarge 
and  consolidate  this  Southern  Confederacy,  on 
tho  one  liand;  while,  on  tho  other  hand,  it  will 
liring  ruin  u{>on  the  ooiumeroe,  the  manufuetureii 
thu  liti.-mcial  and  industrial  interests,  of  our 
Northern  cities  and  States,  and  miqr  end  in  an 
oppressive  military  despotlsin. 

"How  then  are  wo  to  restore  these  seceded 
States  to  the  Umon?  Wo  can  do  it  only  bj 
oondliatioii  and  oompromlaa." 

*  27i«  MobiU  Advertiic^  about  this  time,  had 
the  fbllowing; 

"Wo  are  i)repared  to  fight,  and  llie  enemy  ia 
not  Now  is  the  time  ibr  action,  while  he  ia  yet 
unprepared   Let  the  flf»  flound  'Gray  Jadrals 

over  the  Bonli-r,'  niid  let  a  liundred  thousand 
men,  with  sucli  anii.^  a.s  thev  can  Rnateh,  get 
ov<  r  Ihi!  lM>rder  as  quickly  ns  they  ctii.  Let  a 
division  enter  every  Northern  t)order  State,  dea*  • 
troy  fa&road  connection  to  pfeveat coneentrattiw 
of  tho  enemy,  and  the  desperate  strait  of  these 
States,  tho  btxly  of  Lincoln's  country,  ^dll  com- 
pel hiiu  to  a  ]x^aoe — or  Cdiiij  cl  his  suceessor, 
should  Virginia  not  suffer  him  to  escapn  from 
his  donmtd  capital.  Kentucky  and  Tennessee 
are  ofToring  to  send  legions  south  to  our  aid, 
Thoir  route  is  north.  Thoy  place  them.«olve3  at 
the  orders  of  our  (lovernini  ui^ — .nul  wo  h:.vo  Tu.t 

yet  hoard  that  our  Government  has  ordered 
then  Mutt." 
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FromUmon-loving  Eentaekj} 
teplj  ynB  rendered : 

"Fraxkfort,  April  IG,  ISfil. 
*'  Hoa.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War : 
*^  Toar  diipatoh  is  received.   In  answer, 

I  say  fiiip!i;Uir:ilIy  that  Keiituol^y  will  fur- 
nish no  troops  for  the  wicked  purpose  of 
•ubdoing  her  datm:  Southern  States. 

'*  B.  Maookfin', 
"Governor  of  IvLTitucky.'' 

Four  days  prior  to  the  date  of  tliis 
exhibition,  of  Kentucky  loyalty,  the 
following  tel^run  had  flown  ell  over 
the  country: 

"  LorisTTLLB,  KJm  April  12,  1861. 
*'  Dispatches  have  come  liere  to  hold  the 
Kentucky  volunteer  regiment  in  readiness 
to  move  tit  a  nioment^s  notice  from  the  War 
Department  at  MontgotneryJ^^ 

Thi:i  formal  order  from  the  Confed- 
erate Government  to  the  Kentuck- 
ians  enlisted  for  it^  service  (l(jes  not 
seem  to  have  evoked  a  remonstrance 
from  her  Govornor,  It  was  only  the 
call  for  Kentaokiana  to,  maintain  the 
integrity  of  the  Bepublic  and  enforce 
the  authority  of  ita  Government  that 
arowed  his  abhonence  of  its  wicked 
pnrpoBe." 

T^e  Loui'ftville  Jonmal — chief  ora- 
cle of  Bell-Everett  '  conservatism'  in 
Kentucky — then,  as  before  and  since, 
professedly  devoted  to  the  Union — 
thna  responded  to  the  Preddent^acall : 

**  The  Freeident*!  Prodanation  haa  reached 

U,  Wo  are  struck  with  minpled  nmaze- 
nent  and  indignation.  The  policy  an- 
nounced in  the  Proclamalion  deserves  the 

nnqiialitifd  condetnnation  of  every  American 
citizen.  It  is  unworthy  not  uierely  of  a 
Statesman  but  of  a  jnan.  It  is  a  policy  ut- 
terly harebrained  and  ruinous.  If  Mr,  Lin- 
coln contotnphitiid  this  policy  in  his  Inau- 

"  Tilt.  National  InUttiffeneer — perhaps  the  only 
Journal  of  note  issued  south  of  Mason  and  Six* 
on's  iino  that  did  not  utterly  execrate  the  Presi- 
dent's call— thus  mildly  indicated  [April  16th] 
Us  dissent  from  tiie  policy  thereby  initiated : 

"For  oarselveR,  we  hare  to  expiess  the  linpo 
and  belief  that,  until  t!to  meeting  of  (^ongres3, 
the  President  will  employ  the  forces  of  the  (iov- 
emment  in  purely  defensive  purposes,  guarding 
«a  points  tbnatened  wiUi  attack,  and  awailing^ 


garal  Address,  he  is  a  guilty  dissembler ;  if 
he  has  oouoeived  it  under  the  excitement 
aroused  hy  the  seiiore  of  Fort  Smnier,  bo 

is  a  guilty  Hotspur.  In  either  case,  he  is 
miserably  unfit  for  the  exalted  position  in 
which  the  cnemiee  of  tbo  oonntry  have 
liliiccd  him.  Let  the  people  instantly  take 
liitn  and  his  Adtninistratiuu  into  their  own 
hands,  if  they  would  rescue  the  land  from 
bloodshed,  and  the  Union  from  mddea  and 
irretrievable  destruction."" 

Few  or  no  journals  issued  in  the 
Slave  States— eave  a  portion  of  those 
of  St.  Louis  and  Knoxrille — gaye  the 

call  a  more  cordial  greeting  than  this. 
Qor.  Olaibome  F.  Jackson,"  of 

Missouri,  gave  these  among  his  rea- 
sons for  disregarding  and  delying  the 

President's  call : 

It  is  illegal,  unconstitutional,  revolution- 
ary, inhuman,  fli>bolio>l|  and  oannot  bo  oomr 

plied  with." 

He  added: 

'*Not  one  man  will  the  State  of  Miaaoorl 

furnish  to  carry  on  so  uuhoty  a  orusade.'* 

Gov.  Burton,  of  Delaware,  deferred 
hia  response  to  tlie  26th,  and  then 
stated  that  the  laws  of  this  State  do 
not  confer  upon  the  Executive  any 
authority  allowing  liim  to  comply 
with  sndi  leqnisitioB.''  He  proceed- 
ed, however,  formally  and  ofl9dally,to 

"recommend  the  formation  of  volunteer 
companies  for  the  protecticm  of  the  livM  and 
property  of  the  citizens  of  thit  State  airaiast 

violence  of  any  sort  to  which  tin  y  may  be 
exposed.  For  these  purposes,  such  compa- 
nies, when  formed,  will  bounder  the  control 

of  the  S.'ii(c  authorities,  though  not  subject 
to  be  orderetl  by  the  Executive  into  the  uni- 
ted States  servioe— tiio  law  not  vesting  in 
hira  such  authority.  They  will,  however, 
havo  the  option  of  otfering  their  services  to 
the  (lenerul  ( rovenneni for  tlie  defense  of 
its  Capital  and  the  support  of  tho  Oonatitap 
tion  and  laws  of  the  country." 

in  the  mean  time,  the  oounael  and  coiiperatioo  of 
the  people's  representatives,  before  praeeeding 

to  iiU(_"r!nr  inoii^urcs;  nnd  upon  those  represent- 
atives, will  II  iLicy  are  assembleti,  wo  shuJl,  with- 
out qiiestioniuff  the  kgai  righti  of  the  Govern- 
ment, urge  tho  impoUcv  of  advising  and  consent- 
ing to  the  recapture  of  ferti  and  public  prnter^'t 
which  wo  do  not  want  in  States  out  of  tho  Unteo, 
and  wliich,  certamiy,  cunnut  bo  permanently 

regained  to  the  Union  bf  niUtaiy  ftcee.*' 
"April  16th. 
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III  otlifir words:  Qot. Burton eaDed 
fnr  an  oigaaizatioii  of  the  lHUtia  of 

Delaware,  not  in  obedience  to  the 
requisition  of  the  President,  nor  in 
support  of  the  integrity  and  author- 
ity of  the  Union,  but  to  bo  wielded 
bv  himself,  as  circumstances  should 
eventually  dictate.  And,  in  consist- 
enej  witi^  this,  neither  tlie  Governor 
nor  the  great  body  of  his  political  ad- 
lierenta  rendered  anyaid  or  enoonrage- 
ment  whatever  to  the  Government 
down  to  the  close  of  hia  official  life, 
which  }iappiljr  tenninated  with  the 
year  18G2. 

Gov.  Ilicka,  of  Maryland,  made  at 
first  no  direct,  but  several  indirect, 
responses  to  the  President's  call.  He 
issued,  on  llie  18tih,  a  Proclamation, 
asBoring  the  people  of  Maryland  of 
his  desire  to  preserve  *'  tlio  honor  and 
integrity  of  i/ie  Staie,^^  and  to  main- 
tain "  within  her  limits,  ih^i  peace  bo 
earnestly  desired  by  all  f^ood  citi- 
zens." He  exhorted  them  to  "  ab- 
stain Irom  all  heated  controversy 
upon  the  subject,"  and  pledged  them 
that "  all  powers  vested  in  the  Gk)v- 
eomor  will  be  strennooaly  exerted  to 
preserve  the  peace  and  maintain  in- 
violable the  honor  and  integrity 
Maryland  adding  his  assurance 
that  no  troops  will  1)0  pent  from 
Marvhiiul,  luilens  it  may  bo  for  the 
defen>e  of  the  National  capital" — 
that  being  the  express  purpose  for 
which  the  President  had  required 
them.  Finally,  this  model  South- 
em  Unionist  apprised  them  that, 

**The  people  of  thb  State  will,  in  a  short 

time,  have  tne  o|»p«)rtunii y  atTordetl  them,  in 
11  t«peoiul  electiiiii  lor  Members  ot'  the  Con- 
f^ress  of  the  I  iiited  States,  to  express  their 
dovotioii  to  the  Union,  or  thdr  imn  to  $oe 

it  broken  up.** 

In  other  words :  Maryland  might, 
at  any  time,  relieve  herself  of  all  her 


IHS  PBESISBNI'S  CALL. 

engagements  and  obligations  to  her 
sister  States  in  the  Union  by  ^ymg 
a  Disunion  majority  on  her  vote  for 
Members  of  Congress!  Surdy,  no 
Secessionist  could  go  further  or  ask 
more  than  that!  Yet  this  was  the 
response  of  the  ojily  Governor  of  a 
Slave  State  who  had  claimed  votes 
for  his  party  in  the  late  Presidential 
canvass  on  the  ground  of  its  eape> 
cial  and  nnflinching  devotion  to  *^  the 
Union,  the  Constitution,  and  the  en- 
forcement of  the  laws." 

Mayor  Brown,  of  Baltimore — be- 
ing thoroughly  in  the  confidence  as 
well  as  the  interest  of  the  Disunion- 

ists — was  but  too  happy  to  indorse 
and  reiterate  these  sentiments.  In  a 
PnK-liniation  of  even  date  with  tlie 
foregoing,  he  "heartily  concurs"  in 
the  (iovemor's  views  aforesaid,  "and 
will  earnestly  cooperate  "with  his 
efforts  to  malntaiii  peace  and  order 
in  the  city  of  Baltfanore;'*  but  he 
more  especially  approves  and  takes 
delight  in  the  Governor's  assurance 
that  "no  troops  shall  be  sent  from 
Maryland  to  the  soil  of  anv  other 
State."  Of  course,  he  responds  to 
the  Governor's  suggestion  tliat,  at 
the  approaching  election,  the  people 
of  Maryland  may  vote  themselves 
ont  of  tiie  Union,  if  a  majority  shall 
see  fit  to  do  so.  He  is  ante  that,  if 
the  Governor's  counsels  shall  be 
heeded,  "the  storm  of  war  which 
now  threatens  the  country  will,  at 
least,  pass  over  ovr  beloved  State 
and  leave  it  unharmed:  but,  if  thev 
shall  be  disregarded,  a  fearful  and 
fratHcidal  tirife  may  at  once  hurH 
forth  tn  OUT  ffitdstm ' 

These  hints  and  covert  menaces 
were  destined  to  receive  a  prompt 
and  tragical  explication. 
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The  Preudenf  B  call  was  iasned  <m 
liie  moniing  of  ilie  15th;  and,  on 

the  eveiiinf?  of  tlie  16th,  several  com- 
panies fromPeniisylvaiiiahad  reached 
Wa-slnuirton  and  reported  for  duty. 
In  the  afternoon  of  the  17th,  the  Sixth 
Massachusetts — tlie  first  full  regiment 
that  responded  to  the  call — started 
from  Boston  by  rail,  leaving  the 
Fourth  all  but  ready  to  follow.  On 
the  18th,  more  Pennsylvania  Yolnn- 
teers,  including  an  artilleiy  company, 
reported  at  Washington,  having  that 
day  passed  through  Baltimore — man- 
ger the  Governor's  and  ilayor's  Proc- 
lamations aforesaid — without  ohjec- 
tion  or  impediment.  The  Sixth  Mas- 
sachnsetts — one  thousand  strong — 
enjoyed  that  day  a  magnifioent  ova- 
tion in  New  York,  and  paaaed  on 
flonthward  at  night^  reaching  Balti- 
more by  train  abont  noon  on  the 
19th,  utterly  nnsuspecting  and  un- 
pro] tared  for  the  reoe^on  that 
awaited  them. 

But  the  Secessionists  (»f  Baltimore 
had  been  intensely  excited,  on  the 
18th,  by  the  arrival  of  embsaries 
from  Oharleatown,  Ya.,  inatmcted  to 
exact  not  only  pledges  but  guaran- 
tees from  the  managers  of  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  Kailroad  that  no  Fed- 
eral troops  should  he  permitted  to 
pjiss  over  their  main  line,  and  that  no 
munitions  should  he  removed  tliereon 
from  the  Federal  Arsenal  at  ILirjH^r's 
Ferry !  In  case  of  thdr  refiiaal,  theh* 
great  bridge  over  the  Potomac  at  that 
point  should  be  blown  np.  Herenp- 
on,  an  immense  meeting  of  "  The 
Xatioind  Volunteer  Association"  was 
held  at  evening  in  Monument  Square 
—  T.  Parkin  Scott  presiding;  he, 
with  Wil.MT,  C.  N.  Carr  and  William 
Burns  (President  of  said  Association) 
being  the  speakers.   All  these  were 


rank  Disnnionxsti^  and  the  Assoei*- 
tion  waa  oiganized  in  the  interest  of 

Section.  Kone  of  the  speakers  di- 
rectly advocated  attacks  on  theKorth- 
em  troops  about  to  pass  through  the 
city;  but  each  was  open  in  his  hos- 
tility to  '  coercion,' and  ardently  ex- 
horted his  hearers  to  organize,  arm, 
and  drill,  for  the  conflict  now  inevi- 
table. Garreaid: 

'*tHo  not  care  bow  mmj  Fetlenil  troops 

nre  sent  to  Wanliins-ton ;  they  will  soon  find 
themselves suiTounUeU  bj  aach.  an  araiy  Iroia 
Vir^niu  iind  Marylimd  that  esespe  to  thetr 
lionios  will  ho  impossible;  mid  when  tlio 
7.j,uut»  who  are  inrcnded  to  invado  the  South 
shall  havo  polluted  that  tofl  with  their  tonehf 
tho  S<iiith  will  oxtcnninato  and  xwcej)  them 
from  the  earth.  ^'  [Frantic  checrmg  and  yell- 
ing.] 

The  meeting  broke  vp  with  sten- 
torian c3ieers  for  'tiie  Sonth'  and  ftr 

'  President  Davis.' 

To  add  fuel  to  the  raging  Hames, 
news  arrived  next  morning  that 
Lieut.  Jones,  who  wa,«!  in  charfre  of 
the  Federal  Arsenal  and  other  jirojy- 
erty  at  IIaq)er's  Ferrv,  with  l>arelr 
forty-five  regulars,  learning  that  a 
ibrce  of  2,600  Yiiginia  Militia  was 
adyancing  to  seize  that  post,  liad 
evacuated  it  dnring  the  n^t,  after 
endeavoring,  in  the  fao(^  of  a  sud- 
deidy  gathere<l  force  of  Vii^inians,  to 
destroy  bv  fire  the  National  proper- 
ty, includinir  llft«'en  thousand  Spring- 
iield  muskets  there  deposited.  These 
were  somewhat  injured  j  but  the  Con- 
federates are  nndnstood  to  have  ulti- 
mately repaired  and  need  most  of 
thenk  Lient  Jones  fled  across  the 
thin  w^tem  6tnr>  of  Marvland  to 

A.  * 

Chambersbnig,  Pa.,  losing  three  of 
his  men.  ho  left  tho  Ferry  at  10 
o'clock,  p.  M.,  and  reached  Ilairers- 
town,  Md.,  thirty  miles  distant,  next 
morning;  having  blown  up  and  de- 
stroyed the  public  property  so  far  as 
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possibloj  but  saving  none  of  it  to  the 
QoTBnunont. 

At  the  liJght  of  fhe  frenzied  e«site> 
ment  created  by  these  tSdings,  the 

ICMBaohnsetts  Sixth,  with  ten  com- 
panies of  tlie  Philadelphia  Washing- 
ton brigade,  under  Gen.  Small,  hav- 
ing left  Philadelphia  at  3  a.  m.,  of 
the  lOtli,  reached  Baltimore,  in  a 
train  of  geventeen  passenger  cars, 
containing  over  two  thousand  per- 
10118,  mainlj  soldierB.  The  tndn 
stopped  at  the  Camden  station,  on 
the  east  side  of  the  oily,  a  little  before 
noon.  The  five  foremost  cars,  con- 
taining a  portion  of  the  Massachu- 
setts men,  were  here  detached,  and 
drawn  f-ingly  throngh  the  city  by  four 
lior-ies  each.  There  being  no  horses 
for  the  remainder,  the  residue  of  the 
rei^ment,  of  whom  bnt  a  amall  por- 
tion were  amed,  left  the  can  and 
ibrmed  in  the  street,  waiting  the  ar- 
rival of  horses.  ?s  one  came  ;  for  the 
Se<'e8si<m  mob  who  tilled  the  streete 
had  covered  the  track,  immediately 
behind  the  live  cars  aforesaid,  with 
heavy  anchors,  timber,  stones,  and 
other  o]>htructions — piled,  in  one  in- 
stance, to  a  bight  of  ftlleen  feet-— and, 
by  the  lielp  of  these,  were  prepared 
to  prevent  tiie  passage  of  any  mm 
cars.  Meantime,  the  residue  of  the 
regimt^nt,  as  they  formed,  were  as- 
sailed by  showers  of  Btones  and  other 
missiles,  hurled  from  the  streets  and 
the  house-tops,  whereby  several  of 
them  were  knocked  down  and  other- 
wise badly  injured.  In  the  confusion 
thus  created  among  the  raw,  linarmed 
soldiers,  a  rioter  came  behind  the  last 
platoon,  seized  the  mnsket  of  one  of 
the  volnnteera,  and  shot  him  dead. 
Hereupon,  the  soldiera  were  ordered 
to  fire;  and  those  who  had  guns  atid 
ammunition  did  so,  with  some  efl'ect. 


Tliis  caused  the  mob  to  recoil ;  and 
the  soldiers,  learning  that  the  track 
had  been  obetmotod,  dosed  thefa* 
ranks,  and  commenced  their  mardi 

of  two  miles  and  a  half  through  the 
streets  of  the  city  to  the  Washington 
depot,  surrounded  and  followed  by 
the  howling,  pelting  mob.  Mayor 
Brown  and  a  strong  dctachnient  of 
police  marched  at  the  head  of  the 
troops,  opening  a  way  before  them 
throngh  tlie  vast  and  angry  crowd* 
Missfles  stin  ponred  npon.  them  from 
every  quarter;  and,  in  some  cases, 
heavy  pieces  of  iron  were  cast  out  of 
second  and  third-story  windows  npon 
their  heads.  One  man  was  crushed 
down  by  one  of  these  iron  ])illet8. 
The  front  of  the  column  received  lit- 
tle injury ;  but  the  rioters  closed  in 
upon  and  attempted  to  cut  <^  a  por- 
tion of  the  rear,  which,  being  hardly 
pressed,  was  atlength  ordered  to  fire ; 
and  the  order  Wiis  obeyed.  Several 
volleys  were  fired  by  a  small  portion 
of  the  regiment,  wheroliy  eleven  of 
the  mob  were  killed,  and  lour  severo- 
Iv  w(nnided.  Of  the  soldiers,  three 
were  slain,  and  eight  seriously  in- 
jured. Meet  of  tiie  remaining  volun- 
teers reached  the  Washington  dep6t 
and  crowded  into  the  cars,  which 
were  dispatdied,  so  soon  as  }>ossible, 
for  Waiihingt^n.  Fifteen  of  the  sol- 
diers who  went  on  with  their  comrades 
were  so  injured  by  the  missiles  that, 
on  reaching  the  capital,  they  were 
sent  to  the  hospital.  The  train  was 
repeatedly  fired  at  from  the  hills  and 
woods  along  the  route,  but  at  too 
great  distance  to  do  harm.  At  the 
tTackson  bridge,  it  was  stopj>ed  by  tiie 
removal  of  several  rails,  which  were 
prom})tly  relaid,  under  the  protection 
of  the  troops. 
The  Pennsylvanians  were  left  be- 
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liind ;  and,  being  entirely  unarmed, 
Qea.  Small  decided  that  tliey  should 
not  proceed,  lie  attempted  to  have 
the  cars  in  wliicli  tliey  remained 
drawn  ba(^k  <»iit  of  the  city,  but  with- 
out immediate  bucccss.  Soon,  a  por- 
tion of  the  mob,  desisting  from  the 
pursuit  of  the  Hassachufletts  men, 
turned  upon  these,  and  commenced 
a  violent  etoning  of  the  can,  whereby 
the  windows  were  broken  and  several 
men  severely  injured.  The  Pennsyl- 
vanians  ppranj;  from  tlie  oars,  and 
eniJMircd  in  a  hand-to-hand  fij^litwith 
tlu'ir  ;i.-ss:iilant>,  being  aided  to  some 
extent  by  Baltimore  Unionists.  An 
irregular  light  was  here  kept  up  for 
nearly  two  hours,  during  which  ten 
or  twelve  soldiers  were  badly  hurt, 
and  one  or  two  killed.  Finally,  Po- 
lice Marshal  Kane  appeared  on  the 
ground,  and,  being  very  intiuential 
with  tlio  Se(!Cssioni5t;*,  soon  stopped 
tlie  flight ;  when  the  Pennsylvaniaus, 
returning  to  the  cars,  were  started 
on  the  back  toadc  to  Philadelpliia, 
where  thej  arrived  late  that  night. 

At  4  p.  IL  of  that  day— the  soldiers 
from  the  Free  States  having  all  de- 
parted a  great  meeting  of  the  tri- 
umphant riotorft,  under  a  Maryland 
Hag,  was  lield  in  Munmnent  Scpiaro. 
After  a  rebel  sneccli  ])y  Dr.  A.  C. 
Robinson,  Mayor  Brown  liarangued 
the  multitude  in  fiivor  of  peace  and 
order,  which  was  received  with  evi- 
dent disrelish ;  but,  when  he  added 
that  he  disapproved  of  the  President's 
call,  and  would  not  have  responded 
to  it,  had  he  been  Governor,  the  riot- 
ers recognized  their  friend.  He  told 
tlicm  tliat  lie  liad  conferred  with 
Gov.  llicks,  who  had  united  with 
him  in  telegraphing  to  A\  asliiugton 
and  to  Philadelphia  that  no  more 
Northern  troops  must  be  sent  through 


Maryland,  and  had  received  a.ssur- 
ances  from  the  President  of  the  Phil- 
adelphia and  Baltimore  railroad  that 
he  Would  send  none  without  further 
consultation  and  concert  with  the  au- 
thorities of  Baltimore  and  Maryland. 
Gov.  Hicks  ftirdier  ooncurred  with 
him  in  the  opinion  that  it  is  folly  and 
madness  far  one  portion  of  this  great 
nation  to  attempt  the  subjugation  of 
another  portion.  It  can  never  be 
done.  [(Cheers.]  A  deputation  was 
sent  for  the  Governor,  wlio  duly  ap- 
peared, and,  standing  under  the 
Maryland  flag,  addressed  the  a.ssem- 
blagc.   He  said : 

•'I  coincide  in  the  sentiment  of  your  wor- 
thy Mftyor.  After  tliree  conferences,  wo 
hnvo  a-rrced  :  uml  I  bow  in  submission  to 
tlu!  |)fi'|)le.  I  am  a  Mar\ lander;  I  love  my 
State,  and  I  love  the  Union ;  bnt  I  will  sntTer 
my  right  arm  to  be  torn  from  my  body  be- 
fore I  will  raise  it  to  strike  a  sister  State.** 

Hereupon,  tlie  meeting  adjourned. 

That  night,  Baltimore,  and,  in  fact, 
nearly  all  Marjdaud,  were  completely 
in  the  hands  of  the  Secessionists. 
The  Unionists  were  terrified,  ]  m  alyz- 
ed,nlenoed,and  they  generally  shraaik 
from  observation.  The  rebel  mob— 
partially  anned  from  the  gunstoros— 
paraded  the  streets  of  P.altimore  un- 
0|>)>o>e<l,  broke  in  tlie  dnorriand  win- 
dows of  tlie  President-street  raih'oad 
depot,  and  demanded  the  muskets 
which  they  insisted  were  in  the  build- 
ing, and  were  allowed  to  appoint  a 
Committee  to  search  it,  and  reporl. 
The  Committee  examined  it,  was  sat- 
isfied, and  reported  that  there  were 
no  arms ;  bo  they  Icfk.  Ex-Gov.  Txuiis 
E,  Lowe  harnngued  the  mob,  under 
the  ^rarvhuid  ilag,  from  the  ]>ortieo 
of  Barnum's  Hotel;  jJedging  them 
ample  assistance  from  his  [Frederick] 
county.  With  the  full  assent,  if  not 
by  exproB  direction,  of  Mayor  Brown 
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and  Police  Mai-sLal  Kane,  the  tele- 
graph wires  connecting  Bultiniore 
witli  the  Free  States  were  cut,  and 
the  railroad  bridges  ncnthward  and 
north-eastward  from  Baltimore,  on 
the  raUroads  to  Philadelphia  and 
Ilarrisburg,  burned ;  thxiA  ehutting 
off  Washington  and  the  Government 
from  all  coinrniinication  with  the 
Northern,  as  (rov.  Letcher  mid  his 
backiTs  liml  just  excluded  them  iVoni 
all  intercourtso  witli  the  Southern, 
States.  The  telegia]>hic  communi- 
cation westward  was  preser%  cd,  to  en- 
able the  masterspirits  to  dispatch  to 
their  confederates  in  Western  Mary- 
land such  messages  as  this  to  one  at 
Frederick,  who  soon  after  joined  the 
Confederate  army : 

•*To  Bbaptey  T.  JonxflON-,  Esq.: 

**  Thank  you  for  your  offer.  Hrinp  your 
men  by  the  first  train,  and  we  Avill  arrange 
with  the  railroad  afterward.  StretU  rtd 
Vith  Mnr}jhind  blootl. 

"Send  exprt-ssi's  over  tbe mountains  and 
Talleys  of  lilaryland  and  VlrgiDia  for  the 
riflemen  to  come  without  delay.  Fmrther 
hordes  [of  Tnion  volunteers |  will  bo  down 
upon  us  to-morrow  [the  20tiiJ.  We  will 
ficrht  them,  and  whip  tbem,  or  ale. 

"Gao.  P.  Ka«." 

Mayor  Brown  sent  three  envoys  to 
the  Piesident,  bearing  a  dispatch  in- 
doreed  by  Gov.  Hicks,  wherein  he 
says: 

"The  people  are  exasperated  to  (lie  hiph- 
Mt  degree  by  tlie  passage  of  troops,  and  the 
eitbeena  are  anntaally  dedded  in  the  opinion 
that  no  more  tnx^*  ahoiild  be  ordered  to 

COUiC. 

"The  authorities  of  the  city  did  their  beet 

to-day  to  protect  both  stranpers  and  citizens, 
and  to  prevent  u  collision,  but  in  vain;  and, 
but  for  their  great  effbrte,  a  fewAiIdaDghter 
would  have  occurred. 

•'Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  my 
•oleiiin  duty  to  inform  yon  tbat  it  is  not 
possible  for  more  soldiers  to  j^ass  through 
Baltimore,  unless  they  fight  tlicir  way  at 
every  fitej).  I,  tlieiefcre,  hope  and  trust, 
and  meet  earnestly  request,  ttiat  no  more 
troope  be  permitted  or  ordered  hj  the  Oot- 
•mment  to  pan  throni^  the  olty.  If  thej 
30 


should  attempt  it,  the  responsibility  for  the 
bloodshed  win  not  rest  vpon  me.*' 

The  Gopomittee  telegraphed  back 
the  following  message : 

**  "WAsmwoTOW,  April  20,  IMl. 

"To  Ma  YOU  HiMnvN.  l^altiiiiore :  We 
have  seeii  the  Tresidcnt  and  Gen.  Scott. 
We  hetkt  from  the  former  a  letter  to  tho 
Mayor  and  (lovcrnor,  dvclariii<^  tbat  no 
troops  shall  bo  brouj^bt  through  IJallimore, 
if,  in  a  military  point  of  view,  without  op- 
position, theyoan  bo  marched  around  Bal> 
timorc.  H.  L.  Bond, 

J.  0.  BBun,  Qkow  W.  DoBBor.'* 

The  President  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  railroad  had  already  responded 
to  a  similar  message  as  follows: 

"Gentlemex:  T  have  the  lioncr  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  your  coniniunica- 
tion  of  this  date,  in  wiiich  you  advise  that 
the  troops  now  lu  re  bo  sent  back  to  the 
'  borders  of  Maryland.'  Mtist  <'or(lially  ap- 
proving this  advice,  1  have  just  telegraphed 
the  same  to  the  Philadelphia,  Wilmington, 
and  Balttmoro  railroad  company,  and  this  . 
company  will  act  in  accordance  therewith^ 
"J.  W.  Gakrktt,  President." 

Gov.  Andrew,  of  Maspftchusett^i;, 

havin«;  tolegrapiicd  to  Mayor  Brown 

as  follows: 

"  I  pray  you  to  cause  tho  bodies  of  our 
Massachusetts  soldiers,  dead  in  Baltimore, 
to  be  laid  out.  preMrved  in  ice,  and  tenderly 
sent  forward  by  express  to  me.   All  ex-^ 
peoses  will  be  paid  by  the  Commonwealth  :** 

Hayor  Brown  responded  as  follows : 

Sir  :  No  one  deplores  tho  sad  events  of' 
yesterday  in  this  city  more  deeply  than  my- 
self, hut  they  were  inevitable.  Onr  people 
vie\vc<l  tlie  pa^^sage  of  armed  troops  of  an- 
other State,  through  the  streets,  as  on  in- 
vasion of  onr  soil,  and  eonid  not  be  restrained. 
Tlio  authorities  exerted  themselves  to  tho 
best  of  their  ability,  hut  witli  only  partial 
tnocess.  Gov.  Hicks  was  present,  and  con- 
curs in  all  my  views  as  to  tlie  proceedings 
now  nei  i.s>:iry  for  our  protection.  Wben 
are  these  scenes  to  cease?  Are  wo  to  have 
a  war  of" sections?  (iod  forbid  I  The  bodies 
of  the  Massachusetts  soldiers  could  not  be 
sent  on  to  Boston,  as  you  requested,  all  com- 
munication between  this  city  and  Philadel- 
phia by  railroad,  and  with  Boston  by  steam- 
ers, having  ceased ;  but  they  have  been 
placed  in  cemented  coffins,  and  will  be  placed* 
witli  proper  Amend  oeremonies  in  the  maa- 
•oieam  of  Green  Hooat  OaoMleiy,  whcm 
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thoy  pliall  he  retnined  until  furtlier  directions 
are  received  fr«»in  yon.  The  wounded  are 
tenderly  cured  for.  I  appreciate  your  offer  ; 
bat  Buitiinoro  will  olaim  it  as  iter  right  to 
pay  all  expenses  inomred.** 

Guv.  Andrew  promptly  rejoined: 

"Dear  Siu:  I  apprei-iate  your  kind  at- 
tention to  our  wounded  and  oor  dead,  and 
tnut  that,  at  the  earliest  moment,  the  re- 
mains of  onr  fallen  will  retnrn  to  na.  I  am 
overwlielinod  with  surprise  that  i\  ]K'ncc[\i\ 
march  of  American  citizens  over  the  hi;.')) 
▼S7 to  the  defense  of  onr  common  capital 
slmul'l  In-  iIi-i'IiilmI  aLr>;res^ivi'  to  l^altiinoriMiis. 
Through  Nqw  Yorkf  the  march  waa  tri- 

At  3  A.  M.,  on  Sunday,  April  2l8t, 
Hajor  Brown  received  a  message 
from  the  President,  requesting  Gov. 
Hicks  and  himself  to  proceed  imme- 
diatelj  to  Washington  for  consulta- 
tion. Oov.  Ilicks  being  no  longer 
in  the  city,  ^fayor  Brown,  on  furtlier 
conference,  went  without  liirn,  taking 
three  friends — whereof,  at  least  two 
were  ardent  Secessionists — to  bear 
him  company.  They  reached  Wash- 
ington at  10  A.  K.,  and  were  admitted 
to  an  immediate  interview  with  the 
President,  attended  by  the  Cabinet 
and  (len.  Scott.  Mr.  Lincoln  urged, 
with  abundant  reason,  that  he  had 
no  choice  between  bringing  troops 
throuLrh  Maryland  and  surrendering 
the  cajiital  to  armed  treason.  He 
finally  appealed  to  Gen.  Scott,  who 
gave  his  military  opinion  that  troops 
might  be  bronght  through  Maryland 
by  way  of  Annapolis  or  the  Eelay 
House,  without  passing  through  Bal- 
timore. Tlic  Mayor  dilated  on  the 
fearful  excitement  of  the  Balti- 
moreans,  and  the  impo>sii»ility  of  liis 
answering  for  tlie  consequences,  if 
more  Northern  troops  should  appear 
in  that  dtj.  He  adroitly  added  that 
hie  jurisdiction  was  confined  to  the 
•dty,  and  that  he  could  make  no  pro- 
jnises  as  to  the  behavior  of  the  Mary- 


landers  on  either  f^ido  of  it.  In  his 
official  rcfxirt  of  the  interview,  Mr. 
Brown  wiys : 

"The  Mayor  and  liis  companioTH  availed 
tlioiuseU  es  of  the  President's  full  <liscus8ion 
of  the  questions  of  the  day  to  nrge  upon  him 
respoetfully,  but  in  the  most  earnest  manner, 
a  I'ourse  of  policy  wliieli  wcnild  (rivo  peace 
to  the  oountrv,  and  especially  the  with- 
drawal of  all  orders  contemplating  the  paaa-  . 
ajre  of  troops  through  any  part  of  Maryland.** 

On  retnmincj  to  the  carf*,  tlie  Mayor 
received  a  dis]>atch  from  railroad 
President  Garrett,  announcing  the 
approach  of  troops  (Pennsylvanians) 
by  railroad  from  Harrisbuig  to  Cock- 
eysville,  a  few  miles  north  of  Balti- 
more, and  that  the  city  was  greatly 
excited  thereby;  whereupon,  Messrs. 
Brown  &  Co.  retnmed  to  the  Presi- 
dent, and  demanded  a  further  audi- 
ence, wliich  wa?;  jxrantcd.  The  dis- 
])atch  was  sul)niittcd  ;  and  the  Presi- 
dent and  Gen.  Scott  agreed  that  the 
Pennsylvania  soldiers,  who  had  thus 
unwittingly  profSuied  the  soil  of 
Maryland  by  daring  to  advance  over 
it  to  the  defense  of  the  National  Me- 
tropolis, should  be  turned  back  to 
Ilarrisburg. 

There  is  not  mudi  more  of  this 
nature  to  be  recorded;  but,  among 
the  Baltiiuoreaus  who,  ue.xt  day, 
visited  Washington  to  second  the  de- 
mands of  Messrs.  Brown  &  Co.,  and 
confirm  the  impression  whioih  it  was 
hoped  they  had  made,  was  a  Com- 
mittee from  the  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association,  who  modestly  peti- 
tioned that  the  I'rcsident  should  put 
an  «'iul  t()  the  unnatural  conflict  now 
imminent  by  yielding  to  the  demands 
of  the  South.  To  this  end,  they  ad- 
vised that  the  Federal  fbroea  alraady 
in  Washington  should  he  disbanded ; 
but,  at  all  events,  that  no  more  should 
be  marched  acroas  the  territory  «f 
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Varyland.  The  President,  m  reply, 
ealled  their  attentioiito  the  fact  that 

the  capital  was  immniently  threat- 
cTied  ;  that  he  was  informed  that 
Rebel  batterios  were  heinp^  erected 
on  tlio  Virginia  bank  of  tlic  Potomac 
to  comTnand  the  passiige  of  that  river; 
that  the  Kebel  Govenmient  liad  de- 
termined to  estahlish  forthwith  its 
headqnarteiB  in  the  home  where  this 
interview  was  held;  and  that  the 
only  effect  of  yielding  to  their  pray- 
en  WDold  be  the  destruction  of  the 
Government  as  well  as  his  own  deatli 
or  captivity.  Tlic  Young  Christians, 
of  course,  di^^chuTnod  any  pnrjiosc  to 
produce  such  a  cutastrui»he;  toM  liich 
the  President  replied  that  their  intent 
mattered  little^  nnce  the  efed  of  the 
oourBe  demanded  by  Baltimore  eonld 
be  no  other  than  this.  To  a  similar 
bnt  more  formal  representation  from 
Gov.  Tlicks,  objecting  to  the  passage 
of  Northern  troops  across  any  portion 
of  Maryland,  Gov.  Seward  returned 
the  followinir  most  moderate  aud  con- 
ciliatory answer : 

"HmMmaxn  of  Statk,  April  22, 1861. 
"HbSKoeDency  Tnog.  H.  Hk  kb, 

"Ootemor  qf  Maryland  : 

"Sib:  I  have  had  the  lienor  to  receive 
jonr  coiniiinnication  of  this  morning,  in 
which  yoa  iaform  me  that  yon  have  fdt  it 
to  be  yonr  inty  to  advise  the  President 
tlio  I'liitcd  States  to  order  elsewhcro  the 
troops  then  oH'  AnDapolia,  and  alno  that  no 
aioromajbe  tent  throngh  Manrland;  and 
fhat  yon  liavo  further  suir^'estt  d  that  Lord 
Lyons  bo  rc<iiit'stoU  to  net  ;ih  mediator  be- 
tween the  con  tend  in|i^  parties  in  ourooontiy, 
to  prevent  the  efrusinii  of  I-IcxmI. 

"Tije  President  direets  inc  to  acknowl- 
edge the  rsctipt  of  tliat  coinmuDicatton,  and 
to  assure  yon  tliat  he  has  Avci;;hcd  tiio  coun- 
sels wliich  it  contains  with  the  respe<'t  which 
he  habitunlly  clicrishes  for  the  Chief  Magis- 
trates of  the  aovernl  States,  and  especially  for 
jotirself  He  rejrretH,  as  deoj)]y  us  any  mapis- 
trate  or  eitizcn  of  the  eonntry  e:iM,  tliat  deni- 
onatrations  against  Uio  safety  of  tbo  United 
States,  with  very  extenrire  preparations  for 
the  effusion  of  blood,  have  made  it  his  duty 
to  call  out  the  force  to  which  you  allude. 


"Tlio  force  now  sought  to  be  brought 
throTic'h  Maryland  is  ititondcd  for  nothing 
but  tiie  defense  of  this  (■!ii>ital.  The  Presi- 
dent has  necessarily  confided  the  choice  of 
the  national  highway  which  that  force  shall 
take  In  coming  to  this  city  to  the  Lieuten- 
ant-General commanding  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  who,  like  his  only  predeoea* 
sor,  is  notices  distin^nished  Ibr  his  hnmaa* 
ity  til  an  for  his  loyally,  patriotism,  and  dis- 
tinguished public  services.  The  President 
instructs  ne  to  add  that  national  h^b- 
way  thus  selected  by  tlio  Lioutenant-Oeneral 
has  been  ciioseu  by  him,  upon  consultation 
with  prominent  magistrates  and  citizens  of 
Maryland,  as  tlie  one  which,  while  a  route 
is  absohitely  necessary,  is  furthest  removed 
from  the  populous  cities  of  the  State,  and 
with  the  expectation  that  it  would,  there- 
fore, be  the  least  objectionable  one. 

"  The  President  cannot  but  remember  that 
there  has  been  a  time  in  the  history  of  oar 
country,  when  a  General  of  the  American 
Union,  with  fore^s  desi;:ned  for  the  defense 
of  its  Capital,  was  not  unwelcome  anywhere 
in  the  State  of  Ifaryland,  and  eeitainly  not 
at  Annapolis,  then,  as  now,  the  capital  of 
that  patriotic  btate,  and  then,  also,  one  of 
the  capitals  of  the  Union. 

"If  eighty  years  could  have  obliterated  all 
the  other  noblo  sentiments  of  that  ago  in 
Maryland,  the  President  wonld  be  liopefttL 
nevertheless,  that  there  is  one  that  would 
forever  remain  there  and  everywhere.  That 
sentiment  is  that  no  domestic  contention 
whatever,  that  may  arise  among  the  parties 
of  tills  Republic,  ought  in  any  case  to  be  re- 
ferred to  any  foreign  arbitrament — least  of 
all  to  the  arbitrament  of  an  European  mon- 
archy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  distin- 
guished consideration,  your  Excellency's 
moat  obedient  servant, 

*'WlLUAlI  H.  SaWABD." 

The  qnrit  in  which  these  negotia- 
tions were  regarded  tlironghout  the 
hnal  States  is  very  liiirly  e3chibited 
in  the  following  letter : 

"New  York,  April  IT),  1861. 
"  To  (he  Prcmieut  of  the  United  State*: 

"  SiK :  The  people  of  the  Free  Stutea  bava 
now  been  for  some  time  cut  off  from  com- 
munication with  the  capital  of  tlieir  coun- 
try  by  a  mob  in  tiie  city  of  P>altiiiioro.  The 
troops  of  the  General  Government  have 
been  attacked  and  shot  down  by  the  mob  in 
their  ]ia>'-a;.'e  tliri  iitrli  that  city,  in  ]>ur,suan<-e 
to  the  orders  of  tlie  Government.  The  lines 
of  oommnnieation  baire  been  destroyed,  and 
the  anthorify  of  the  (leneral  Goveri'.tiierit 
has  been  set  at  defiance.    This  state  of 
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things  has  been  permitte<l  to  continue  for 
DMriy  •  week ;  and  onr  troops  going  to  the 

oapitnl  have  been  delayed,  and  have  liiul  to 
find  their  way  by  irregular  and  circuitous 
routes,  vcrv  nmch  to  their  iru  onvenience. 
Oitizens  of  tin-  Fn-o  States  Ikivi-  ciilior  boon 
prcvontcd  iiliogethcr  from  visiting  the  capi- 
tal or  from  retarning  thcnco  to  their  homes, 
or  have  been  compelled  to  run  the  gauntlet, 
been  subjected  to  all  sorts  of  insult  and  dan- 
ger, aj>d  have  liad  to  resort  to  the  most  oir- 
ouitoiu  routes  b/  private  conve/ance  end  at 
exorbitant  expense.  All  flMsiltties  hy  mail 
and  telepraph  have  been  cnt  off  by  the  same 
ttnlawl'al  assemblage  in  Baltimore  and  other 
parts  of  Manrland,  at  a  time  when  free  oom- 
niunication  is  so  imn  h  required  between  the 
Free  8tal«»  ami  Wa.-liinjftun. 

"The  public  iiiiiKl  is  already  excite<l  to 
tlic  hiuthest  point  that  tliis  state  of  tilings 
has  been  so  long  tolerated ;  and  the  people 
are  determined  that  free  and  unintemi|)ted 
oommnnication  with  the  seat  of  Government 
■hall  be  immediately  established,  not  by  cir- 
cuitous routes,  but  l)y  the  direct  lines  of 
oommunicatton  that  they  hare  heretofore 
trareled  over.  And  it  i$  demanded  ot  the 
(loviTiinient  that  they  at  oru  o  take  mea- 
sures to  open  and  establish  those  lines  of 
oommnnication,  and  that  thej  protect  and 

Ere>*ervo  tlieiii  from  any  furtlier  interruption, 
ulcss  ihis  is  done,  the  people  will  be  com- 
pelled to  take  It  into  their  own  brads,  let 
the  consequences  be  what  they  may,  and  let 
them  fadl  where  they  will.  It  is  certainly 
desirable  that  this  be  done  through  the  rcg- 
nlarly  constituted  authorities  at  Washington ; 
and  the  (government  is  earnestly  desired  to 
act  without  delay. 

"  There  is  entire  nnanimitj  on  the  part  of 
the  people  of  the  Free  States  to  snstein  the 
Government  and  maint.iin  the  Union. 

''I  trust,  Mr.  President,  tliat  this  letter 
will  not  be  received  nnkindlj;  aa,  in  writing 
it.  I  simply  do  wliat  f  feel  it  to  be  my  duty 
as  a  citizen  to  do  iu  this  extraordinary  state 
of  things. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant,  Gkoboe  Law." 

Marylfuid,  as  wo  have  seen,  was 
praftically,  on  the  iiioriiinpf  of  the 
20th  ot'  A}»ril,  a  member  of  tlie 
Southern  Confecieracv.  Her  Gov- 
emor  Bpoke  and  acted  the  bidding  of 
A  cabal  of  tihe  ablest  and  most  enven- 
omed  traiton.  At  their  instance,  he 
Bommoned  the  Legislature  to  meet  in 
extra  session  at  Annapolis  on  the 
96tb ;  while  it  was  notorious  that  a 


majority  of  that  body  would  proba- 
bly vote  her  immediately  out  of  the 
Union,  and  would,  iit  best,  proclaim 
her  neutral  in  the  struggle  now  open- 
ing— wonld  forbid  the  passage  of 
Federal  troops  across  her  soil;  and 
not  only  forbid,  but  resist  it.  Balti- 
more vras  a  Secession  volcano  in  full 
eruption ;  while  the  counties  south 
of  that  city  were  overwlielmingly  in 
sympathy  witli  the  Slaveholders'  Re- 
bellion, and  their  few  determined 
Unionists  completely  overawed  and 
aOenced.  The  coonties  near  Balti> 
more,  between  that  city  and  the  Sus- 
quehanna,  v:en'  actively  cooperating 
with  the  Rebellion,  or  terrified  into 
dumb  submission  to  its  behests.  The 
prcat  populous  counties  of  Frederick, 
Wasliiiifrton,  and  Allegbany.  compos- 
ing AVestern  Maryland — having  few 
slaves — were  preponderantly  loyal; 
bnt  they  were  overawed  and  para- 
lyzed by  the  attitude  of  the  rest  of 
the  State,  and  still  more  by  the  large 
force  of  rebel  Virginians — said  to  be 
5,000  strong — who  had  been  suddenly 
pu.shed  forward  to  Harper's  Ferry, 
and  who,  thougli  not  in  season  to 
secure  the  arms  and  munitions  lliere 
deposited,  threatened  W  estern  Alary- 
land  from  tiiat  commanding  position. 
Thus,  only  the  connty  of  Cecil,  in  the 
extreme  north-east,  femained  fhUy 
and  openly  loyal  to  the  Union ;  thi^ 
county  lying  this  side  of  the  Susque- 
hanna, and  being  connecttxi  with  the 
Free  States  hy  railroad  and  telegraj*]i. 

The  Eightli  Massachusetts,  under 
Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  reached 
Perryville,  on  the  east  bank  of  the 
Susquehanna,  on  the  20th,  and  found 
its  progress  here  arrested  by  bnmed 
bridges,  and  the  want  of  cars  on  the 
other  side.  But  Gen.  Butler  was 
not  a  man  to  be  stopped  by  each  im- 
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pediments.  Seizing;  tlie  spacious  and 
corami>dious  railroad  ferry  steamer 
Maryland,  lie  embarked  his  men 
thereon,  and  appeared  with  them 
early  next  morning  before  Annapo- 
lis, the  political  capital  of  Maryland, 
thirty  miles  south  of  Baltimore,  and 
ahout  equi-distant  with  that  city  from 
"Washington,  wliercwith  it  is  connect- 
ed V)V  a  brancli  or  feeder  of  the  Bal- 
timore  road.  He  found  this  city  vir- 
tually in  rebellion,  with  its  branch 
railroad  aforesaid  dismantled,  and 
partially  taken  up,  in  the  interest  of 
Secession.  Here,  too,  were  the  Na- 
val Acaden^Jr  and  the  noble  old  frig- 
ate Constitution  ;  the  latter  without 
a  crew,  and  in  danger  of  falling,  at 
any  moment,  ijito  tlie  hands  of  the 
enemy.  lie  at  once  secured  the  frig- 
ate, landed  next  day  unopposed,  took 
pOBseesion  of  the  dty,  and  was  soon 
leenforoed  by  the  fiunoua  Seventh 
regiment,  composed  of  the  flower  of 
the  young  chivalry  of  New  York 
City,  whicli  had  been  transported  from 
Philadelphia  direct  by  the  steam- 
boat Boston.  Tlie  Marvland  returned 
forthwith  to  Perrj-ville  for  still  fur- 
ther reenforcementi?,  munitions,  and 
supplies — ^no  one  in  Annapolis  dioos- 
ing,  or  daring,  tor  some  time,  to  sell 
anything  to  the  Union  soldiers.  Gen. 
Bntler  was  met  at  Annapolis  by  a  for- 
mal protest  from  (iov.  Hieks  against 
his  landing  at  that  place,  or  at  any 
other  ]»oint  in  Maryland  ;  the  specific 
objection  to  his  occupying  Annapolis 
being  that  the  Legislature  had  been 
called  to  meet  there  that  week.  Gen. 
Bntler,  in  reply,  suggested  that,  if 
he  conld  obtain  means  of  transporta- 
tion to  "Washington,  ho  would  Lrhidly 
**  vacate  the  capital  prior  to  tlir  fit- 
ting of  the  Lcgi.-lature,  and  not  be 
imder  the  painful  necessity  of  incom- 


moding your  beautiful  city  while  the 
Legislature  is  in  session." 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th — sev- 
eral otho*  regiments  having  mean- 
time arrived — Qen.  Bntler  pnt  hia 
column  in  motion,  tlie  Massachnsetts 
Eighth  in  advance,  closely  followed 
by  tlie  New  York  Seventh.  They 
kept  the  line  of  the  railroad,  repair- 
ing it  as  tliev  advanced.  A  di^^uln- 
tied  engine,  which  they  found  on  the 
way,  was  refitted  and  put  to  use. 
The  day  ]>royed  intensely  hot.  Many 
of  the  men  had  had  little  or  nothing 
to  eat  for  a  day  or  two,  and  had 
scarcely  slept  since  tliey  left  i^a- 
delphia.  Some  fell  asleep  as  they 
marched  ;  others  fell  out  of  the  ranks, 
utterly  exhausted ;  one  was  snnstrnck, 
and  had  to  be  sent  back,  ]>ennancntly 
disabled.  The  people  whose  houses 
they  passed  generally  fled  in  terror 
at  the  first  «ght  of  the  Northom 
Goths,  who^  they  had  been  told,  had 
come  to  ravage  and  desolate  the 
South.  Nothing  to  cat  could  be 
bought ;  and,  as  they  did  not  choose 
to  take  without  buvinj;,  thcv  bun- 
grily  marched,  building  bridges  and 
laying  rails  by  turns,  tliroughout  the 
day  and  the  following  night.  The 
Seventy-first  New  York  followed  the 
next  day,  and  passed,  fonr  miles  out, 
the  camp  of  Gov.  Sprague's  Khode 
Island  regiment,  by  whom  they  were 
generously  snj)plieil  with  provisions. 
Arrived  at  the  Annapolis  Junction, 
the  soldiers  were  met  by  cars  from 
Washington,  in  which  they  proceeded 
on  the  25th — ^the  New  York  Seventh 
in  the  advance — ^to  that  dty,  and  were 
hailed  with  raptnre  by  its  loyal  deni- 
zens,  who  composed,  perhaps,  one- 
lialf  of  its  entire  population.  "Wash- 
ington had,  for  a  week,  been  isolated 
from  the  North,  wliiie  surrounded 


« 


Digitized  by  Google 


470  "^^^  AMERICA 

atul  tlireatoTiod  l\y  mal^pjant  foes. 
A  spirited  body  of  volunteen — ^tem- 
porarv  sojourners  at  or  rnsiinl  visit- 
ors to  the  capital — iindLr  C'a?*^iiKs  M. 
Clay  as  Colonel,  had  stood  on  piard 
during  those  dai"k  days  "  and  darker 
nights ;  and  these^  in  addition  to  the 
gmall  farce  of  regolan  oommanded 
b J  Gen.  Soott,  had  oonstitated,  vp  to 
this  time,  the  entire  defennye  force 
of  the  Federal  metropolis. 

The  Legislature  of  Mar^  land  eon- 
Toned  in  extra  MBsiaii,  in  accordance 
with  Got.  Hidcs*B  call,  not  at  An- 
napolis, but  at  Frederick — ^far  firom 

any  Union  force,  but  within  easy 
Btrikinuf  distance  of  the  Confederates 
at  Harper's  Ferry.  Gov.  I  licks,  in 
his  Message  (A])ril  2Tth),  rccu})itula- 
ted  must  of  the  facts  just  related, 
adding  that  Gen.  Butler,  before  land- 
ing at  Annapolis,  asked  permission 
to  do  BO,  but  was  refused.  He  said : 
"  The  people  of  Annapolis,  though 
greatly  exasperated,  acting  under 
counsel  of  the  most  j)rudent  'citizens, 
refrained  from  molesting  or  obatruct- 

"  ne  Rich.Hund  Bxembur^  of  April  23d,  ooa- 
tainod  this  article: 

"The  rapture  of  "Wa-^h!ii[rton  City  is  porfootlr 
within  tiio  power  of  Virgiiiiii  and  Maryland,  if 
Yirgiota  will  00I7  make  tbo  effort  b/  her  oonsti- 
tuted  authorities;  nor  te  there  n  single  moment 
to  lose.  The  entin-  j.optil.ition  paut  for  (!;o  on- 
eel;  there  never  was  ImIi"  tho  uiKniiini' v  iunong 
tLe  people  before,  nor  a  tilln>  of  the  zcil,  upon 
anj  8ul>ject,  tliat  is  now  maoifested  to  tako 
'WtttbiDgton,  and  drire  from  it  ererj  Black  Re- 
publioan  who  \^  a  dweller  t!ierc. 

"Prom  tho  muuntain-topa  and  v.'illoys  to  the 
shores  (if  tlio  s.  a,  lliero  in  one  wild  sitout  of  tioree 
resolve  to  capturo  \Va!*liiiivtoii  City,  ut  all  and 
every  human  liazard.  That  tilthy  cage  of  un- 
clean birds  must  and  will  assuredly  be  puriiiod 
by  fire.  The  people  are  dolerininod  \\\nm  it,  and 
nn>  elainorons  for  a  l<-;ider  to  r>induct  tln  in  to  the 
on-<UuiL'it.  Tho  leade  r  will  ;issure<ily  arise ;  ay, 
and  t!iat  right  spcetlily. 

It  is  not  to  be  endured  that  tiiia  flight  of 
Abolition  harpioa  shall  come  down  from  the 
black  Korlli  for  tin  Ir  mostt  in  the  heart  of  the 
South,  to  detilo  and  brutalixo  the  land.  They 
oomoasoureoendes;  thojactasourmoetdeadlj 
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ing  the  passage  of  the  troops  through 

tho  city."    Again ; 

"  Xotwitlistnmlins  tho  fact  that  our  most 
learned  and  iutolligent  citizens  admit  the 
right  <rf  the  QoTernment  to  transport  its 
troops  across  our  soil,  it  is  evident  that  a 
portion  of  Uie  people  of  iJarylund  are  op- 
posed to  the  exercise  of  that  right.  I  liave 
done  all  in  my  power  to  protect  the  citizens 
of  Maryland,  and  to  presenre  peace  within 
our  bordoib" 

Qor.  Hicks  admits  that  he  has 
been  somewhat  swerved  from  his 

true  course  by  *'  tbe  excitement  ]ir©- 
vailinj,^  aiiioiii^  our  jx-oplo  during  tbe 
la.st  few  duys ;''  liut  be  restates  bis 
deliberate  and  well-cuuBidered  posi- 
tion, 88  follows :  • 

It  is  of  no  eonseqnenoe  now  to  disoon 

tho  ennst  s  wliirli  luvve  induced  our  troubles. 
Let  us  look  tu  our  di.stres.sing  present  and  to 
our  portentous  future.  The  fato  of"  Mary- 
land, and.  jiL  rliaps,  of  licr  sister  bordrr  Slave 
States,  will  undoubtoUiy  bo  seriously  alU'Ct- 
ed  Uy  the  action  of  joar  lio  iorable  body. 
Therefore  should  every  good  citizen  bend  his 
energies  to  the  task  before  us ;  and  tlierefore 
bhoukl  the  iininH)sitics  and  bickerings  of  the 

Kast  be  forgotten,  and  all  strike  hands  in  the 
old  eanse  of  restoring  peace  to  onr  State  and 
tootir  cduntry.  I  honcstlyandiriost earnestly 
eutertjiin  tho  conviction  tiiat  the  only  safety 
of  Maryland  lies  in  maintaining  a  fk«utral 
position  between  our  brethren  of  tho  North 

foes;  they  promise  us  bloodshed  and  firs;  and 
this  is  theonly  promise  they  have  efer  redeemed. 
The  (hnatieal  yell  for  the  immediate  subjugation 

of  tlie  wliole  South  is  piing  np  hourly  from  tho 
united  voices  of  all  the  North;  and,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  their  v.^Tk  sure,  they  have  de- 
termined to  bold  Washington  City  ss  the  point 
whence  to  carry  on  their  brutal  warflue. 

"  Our  people  can  take  it — they  n-ill  tako  it — 
and  Soott,  tho  arch-traitor,  and  Lincoln,  the 
Beast,  combined,  eanoot  prevent  it.  Tho  just 
indignation  of  an  outraged  and  deeply  injured 
people  will  tuach  the  Illinois  Ape  to  repeat  his. 
race  and  retrace  his  journey  across  tho  borders 
of  the  Free  negro  Slates  still  more  rapidly  than 
ho  camei  and  Scott,  the  tnutor,  will  be  given 
the  opportunity,  at  tlto  same  time,  to  try  the  dif- 
ference between  '  Scott's  Tactics'  and  the  Shang- 
ha<:>  I 'rill  for  i|  iirk  inovomcnts. 

"Great  cleansing  and  puritication  arc  needed 
and  will  bt?  given  tu  that  festering  sink  of  iniqui- 
ty, tliut  wallow  of  Lincoln  and  Soott — tlie  dsM* 
crated  city  of  Washinpton;  and  many  indeed 
wiil  b<.-  tl:i'  ••urca-sfH  ofdi^s  and  oaitiftV  tlmt  will 
blacken  Uio  air  u{k>u  the  gallows  before  the  great 
workisaooompliahad.  Bolstithel'* 
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Md  of  the  Sooth.   We  hove  violated  no 

rii-'ht  uf  either  Bection.  Wi*  liave  lioeii  loyal 
to  the  Udiod.  The  unhappy  contest  be- 
tween the  two  eeotions  has  not  been  com- 
mencoil  or  ciiconrajred  l>y  us,  although  wo 
have  futi'ered  Iroiii  it  in  the  past.  The  im- 
pending war  has  not  como  by  any  act  or 
VfUh  of  ours.  We  have  done  ail  we  could  to 
avert  it.  We  have  hopcnl  that  Maryland  and 
other  liorder  Slave  States,  by  their  conserva- 
tive position  and  love  for  the  Union,  might 
have  aeted  astnedhitors  between  the  extremes 
of  both  Koetions.  ntid  tlni<  liavo  prevented 
the  terrible  evils  of  a  prolonged  civil  war. 
Sntertaining  these  views,  I  cannot  counsel 
Mar\lun<l  to  take  sides  againf^t  the  (n-iu  nil 
(ioveriiinent,  untU  it  shall  commit  outrajrt-.s 
upon  us  which  woald  jllfltiiy  QS  in  resisting 
its  antliority.  As  a  consequence,  I  can  give 
no  other  counsel  tluui  that  we  shall  array 
OOndves  for  Union  and  peace,  and  thus  pre- 
serve our  soil'  from  being  polluted  with  the 
blood  of  brethren.  Thus,  if  war  must  be 
between  the  North  and  South,  we  may  force 
the  contending  parties  to  transfer  the  field 
of  bstUJe  flrom  oar  aoU,  so  that  ovr  lives  and 
ptoperty  maj  be  aeeare." 

The  Legifilatorey  thus  instructed, 
decided  not  to  secede  from  the  Union 
— ^unanimously  in  tlie  Senate — 53  to 
18  in  t1ie  House;  but  proceeded  to 
pass  an  act  to  jirovido  for  the  j)ublic 
safety,  constituting  a  '  iStatc  Board'  of 
Beven^  whereof  ^1  were  rank  Seces- 
Bionistsbiift  GoF.  Hicks  jwhidiBoard 
was  to  have  fbll  control  over  the  or* 
ganization  and  direction  of  the  mili- 
tary forces  of  Maryland  ;  appointing 
all  officers  above  the  rank  of  captain. 
This  Board  was  to  have  full  power 
to  adopt  measures  fi>r  the  safety,  peace 
and  di'lense  of  the  Stutt; ;  and  was 
directed  to  pro.scribe  no  officer  fur 
"  his  political  opinions."  Its  oath  of 
*  office  indaded  no  promise  of  allegi- 
ance to  the  Federal  Gonstitation  or 
Government.  The  purj)OBe  of  this 
measure  was  more  fully  developed  by 
a  report  from  the  r'onimittee  on 
Federal  Ilelations,  in  whi<  li  the  Pre- 
feident  was  charired  with  acts  of 
tvrnnny  and  sclienies  of  subjugation  ; 
uud  the  attempt  to  bring  the  State, 


step  by  Btep,  into  OQUision  with  the 
Federal  Goyemment  dearly  revealed. 

But  by  this  time  the  stroagth  and  re- 
solution of  the  Free  States  had  been 
demonstrated,  and  the  sober  second 
thought  of  Maryland  began  to  assert 
its  ascendency.  The  violence  and 
preternatural  a(!tivity  of  the  Seces- 
sionists had,  for  a  time,  concealed  the 
})aucity  of  their  numbers;  bnt  it 
was  now  evident  that  they  were 
scarcely  a  third  of  the  entire  white 
population,  and  less  than  a  fourth  in 
all  that  major  portion  of  the  State 
lyinjir  nortli  and  west  of  Baltimore. 

A  Home  Guard  of  Unionists  was 
organized  in  Frederick,  comprising 
her  most  substantial  citizen.s.  A 
great  Union  meeting  was  held  in 
Baltimore  on  the  evening  of  May 
4th;  whoreat  the  creation  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Safety,  and  all  kin- 
dred measures,  were  unsparingly  de- 
nounced. Next  day.  Gen.  Butler 
pushed  forward  two  regiments  from 
the  Anniiiolis  Junction  to  the  lielay 
House,  mnu  iuilcs  from  Baltimore, 
and  controlling  the  communications 
between  that  dty  and  IVederidi^  On 
the  9th,  a  force  of  1,800  mtti  from 
Perryville  debarked  Locust  Point, 
Baltimore,  under  cover  of  the  guns 
of  the  Harriet  Lane,  and  quietly 
opened  the  railroad  route  through 
that  city  to  the  Kclay  House  and 
Wasliington,  enc(»untcnng  no  oppo- 
sition. Gen.  Butler  took  permanent 
military'  possession  of  the  dty  on  the 
13th,  while  a  force  of  Pennsylvaniaos 
from  Haznsbnig  advanced  to  Cock- 
eysville,  reopening  the  Northern  Cen- 
tral railroad.  The  Legislature  adopt- 
ed, on  the  10th,  the  following : 

"  Wherean,  The  war  against  the  Confcde- 

ratt"  States!  is  unconstitational  and  repnirnant 
]  to  civilizatiou,  and  will  result  iu  u  biuodjr 
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ftnd  sliameful  overthrow  of  onr  institutiona ; 
and,  while  recognizing  the  obligations  of 
Maryland  to  the  Union,  we  aympathize  with 
tho  Soiitli  in  tho  strupplo  for  their  rights — 
for  the  soke  of  kaumnlt/,  we  are  for  peace 
and  roconoillation,  and  solemnly  protest 
ag:iiiist  this  war,  and  will  tiiko  no  jiart  in  it. 

"  Jiemlced^  That  Maryhiod  implores  tho 
President,  in  the  name  of  God,  to  eeaae  this 
tirilioly  war,  at  le;i.'*t  until  Cdii^ivss  assoin- 
LIl's;  that  Maryland  desires  and  cuuscnts  to 
tiic  re<  o£;nition  of  the  indepcodenoe  of  the 
Conlcdcrato  St;itcs.  The  niilitarv  oooni)a- 
tion  of  Maryland  is  uni;t)nslUtiti<»ual.  and 
she  protests  against  it.  though  tho  violent 
interference  with  the  transit  of  Federal 
troops  is  discountenanced ;  that  the  vindi- 
cation of  her  rifrlitH  he  k-ft  to  titne  and  rea- 
son, and  that  a  CJonvention,  under  existing 
eironmstanoes,  is  inexpedient." 

Tlie  Fedorul  authority  having  boon 
fully  reestablished  in  Baltimore,  and 
the  Union  troops  within  or  upon  her 
borders  decidedly  outnumbering  the 
Oonfederate,'  the  Secession  fevei;  iu 
the  veins  of  her  people  subsided  as 
rapidlj  as  it  had  risen.  Having  been 
aocnstomed  from  time  immemorial  to 
acquiesce  in  Avliatever  the  8lavcln»ld- 
ing  interest  proposed,  and  pppiii^  that 
interest  thorouii^lily  afliliarixl  with  the 
plotters  of  Disunion,  the  great  ma- 
jority had  consulted  what  seemed  the 
dictates  of  prudence  and  pmonal 
safety  by  flocking  to  what  appeared, 
in  view  of  the  temporary  weakness 
and  paralysis  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, the  stronir  side— -tlie  side  where- 
on were  evineed  coiiiideiice,  ener^jy, 
and  decision.  Under  like  iniluenees, 
Maryland  would  have  been  voted  out 
of  the  Union  as  promptly,  and  by  as 
dedsiye  a  majority,  as  Yitigrinia  or 
Tennessee  was.  Another  week's  ex- 
hibition of  the  spirit  in  which  Mayor 
Brown  and  tlie  Young  Christians 
were  allowed  to  press  their  impudent 
demands  at  the  White  House,  and  to 
return  thence  to  Baltimore  not  even 
arrested,  would  have  thrown  her  head- 
long into  the  arms  of  treason. 


Her  Legislataie  finally  adjoomed 
on  the  after  having  sent  an  em- 
bassy to  ^[ontgomery  in  quest  of 
*  peace ;'  whieh  was  so  received  and 

answered  bv  Davis  as  to  .convev  to 
the  South  the  impression  that  Mary- 
land was  in  synij>atliy  with  the  Re- 
bellion. On  the  Irt til,  also,  Gov.  Hieks 
issued  an  official  Fkodamationy  calling 
forfonr  regiments  of  volunteers,  in  an- 
swer to  the  President's  zeqniBition. 
lite  route  through  Balthnore  being 
fully  reopened,  and  communication 
restore<l  between  the  Free  States  and 
Washington,  the  safety  of  the  capital 
was  secured  ;  regiment  after  regiment 
pouring  into  it  by  almost  every  train, 
until,  by  the  end  of  May,  not  less  than 
fil'tv  thousand  men — raw  and  nndis- 
eiplined,  indeed,  but  mainly  of  the 
best  material  for  soldiers — ^held  the 
line  of  the  Potomac,  or  guarded  the 
a]>proaeherf  to  the  capital.  And  still, 
from  every  side,  the  ])co])le  of  the 
loval  States  were  uririni;  more  reiri- 
ments  upon  the  Government,  and 
begging  permission  to  swell  the 
ranlu  of  ihe  Union  armiesi  so  as  to 
overmatch  any  conceivable  strength 
of  the  rebels. 

Baltimore  was  still,  and  was  dc»> 
tined,  for  years,  to  remaiti,  the  focus 
and  hiding-place  of  much  active 
though  covert  treason  ;  her  Confede- 
rates maintaining  constant  commu- 
nication with  Kichmond,  and  con- 
tinually sending  men,  as  well  as  medi-  ^ 
dues,  percussion  caps,  and  other 
preseingly  needed  supplies,  to  the 
liebel  armies,  mainly  across  the  lower 
Potomac,  through  the  southern  coun- 
ties of  the  State;  which,  being  thor- 
oughly '  ]>atriarchal'  in  their  social 
and  industrial  polity,  jirrjionderantly 
and  ardently  sympalhucd  with  tho 
Eebel  cause. 
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The  donvention  of  Yiroinia, 
vrbgnai  Sk  great  majority  had  been 
deeted  aa  Uxdonists,  ^as,  neverthe- 
Um,  bullied,  as  we  have  eeen,  at  the 

Light  of  the  Southern  frenzy  which 
Ibllowed  the  reduction  of  Fort  Sum- 
ter, into  voting  their  State  out  of  the 
TTniou.'  In  order  to  acliieve  this 
end,  it  was  found  necessary  to  con- 
Bent  to  a  submission  of  the  ordinance 
to  a  popular  vote ;  and  the  23d  of 
Haj  was  appointed  fbr  the  election. 
But,  in  ntter  mockery  of  thip  eoQpes- 
sito,  the  conapirators  proceeded  forth- 
Arith  to  act  upon  the  aasomption  that 
the  vote  of  the  Convention  was  con- 
dusivo,  and  the  State  ah*eady  deti- 
nitivelv  and  al)solutelv  out  of  the 
Union.  Within  twenty-four  hours 
after  tlie  vote  of  the  Convention  to 
secede,  and  while  that  vote  was  still 
covered  by  an  injnnction  of  secrecy, 
they  had  set  on  foot  expeditions  for 
the  capture  of  the  Federal  Arsenal, 
arms  and  munitions,  at  Harper's 
Ferry,  as  also  for  tliat  of  tlie  Norfolk 
Navy  Yard.  So  early  as  the  niy;ht  of 
the  16th,  the  channel  of  Elizabeth 
Biver,  leading  up  from  Hampton 
Boads  to  l^orfolk,  was  partially  ob- 
structed in  their  interest  by  sinking 
two  small  vessels  therein,  with  intent 
to  preclude  the  passage,  either  way, 
of  Federal  t^hips  of  war.  The  num- 
])er  a|>pears  to  have  been  increased 


hastily  collected  military  force,  under 
Gen.  Taliaferro — a  Yirginia  brigadier 
who  reached  If  orfolk  from  Bichmond 
on  the  18th— was  reported  to  be  pre- 

])aring  to  seize  the  Navy  Yard  and 
Federal  vessels  during  the  night  <rf 
Saturday,  the  20th.  The  Southern 
officers  of  the  Yard,  having  done  the 
cause  of  the  Union  all  the  harm  they 
couhl  do  under  the  ma>k  of  htvalty, 
resigned  and  disappeared  in  the 
coarse  of  that  day.  The  Kavy  Yard 
was  in  charge  of  Capt  MoGanley,  a 
loyal'  officer,  but  a  good  deal  past 
the  prime  of  liie.  A  yonng  Decatur 
or  Paul  Jones  would  have  easily  held 
it  a  week  ni^ain-t  all  the  Yirginian 
Afilitia  that  could  haye  been  brought 
within  range  of  its  guns,  and  would 
never  have  dreamed  of  abandoning 
it  while  his  cartridges  held  out.  Ko 
man  fit  to  command  a  sloop  of  war 
would  have  thought  of  skulking  away 
from  a  possession  so  ])reciousand  im- 
portant, until  he  had,  at  least,  seen 
the  whites  of  an  enemy's  eyc!*.  For 
liere  \yere  the  powerful  I'orty-gun 
steam  frigate  Merriuiac,  richly  worth 
a  million  dollars  even  in  time  of  peace, 
with  the  Cumberland,  the  Oerman- 
town,  the  Plymouth,  the  Baritan,  the 
Columbia,  and  the  Dolphin,  beside 
the  huge  old  three-decker  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  dismantled  seventv-fours 
Delaware  and  Columbus,  with  near- 


during  tiie  following  nights ;  while  a  1  ly  two  thousand '  cannon,  some  thon 


'April  17th,  1861. 

•That  is  to  p.nj :  Capt.  McTauley  lias  hovct 
reaouQood  tlio  ecrrioe,  but  still  draws  the  pay 
ofnolBoerof  tbe  U.  S.  Navj. 

*  The  Report  to  the  fleiiato  of  it*  fleieot  Oom- 


iiiittt'O,  apptrfnted  to  invt'.-!tif:!itt>  thi.s  shameful 
traasaciion,  made  by  Hon.  JuUu  F.  iiale,  April 
18th,  1862,  says: 

"AcoordhJK  to  tho  rctumn  received  at  the 
Ordnaooe  bureau  of  the  Navj  Uepartmenti  it 
appear*  that  there  were  aeven  hundred  and 
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Band  stand  of  arms,  and  immenBe  in  peace,  more  than  ten  millions  of 
quantities  of  munitions,  naval  storeay  doUan,  while  its  value  at  this  time 
timber,  etc. ;  the  whole  having  oost,  'was  abeolateLy  inealeulable.  The 


nonroLK,  nAniioc  am>  NAvr-TAmix  * 


Ferloral  magazine,  jnst  below  Nor- 
folk, apparently  left  without  a  guard, 

had  been  broken  open  the  nipht  be- 
fore by  the  Kebels,  and  robbed  oi 

iiz^*0|gbt  piins  in  the  Yard.  Otlier  evidence, 
however,  taken  by  the  Committee,  goes  to  show- 
quite  condnsively  that  there  were  in  the  Yard 
at  the  time  of  the  evacoalion  nt  least  tn-o  tlmu- 
satvl  picros  of  lioavy  ordnance,  of  which  about 
thrci^  hiirnlrcd  were  new  Dahlpren  trims,  and 
the  remainder  were  of  old  patterns  Capttiia 
Paulding;  walked  about  nmonf?  them  on  tl-o  18th 
of  April,  and  estimated  that  there  wore  between 
two  aind  thn-o  thousand.  (.!aptain  McCauley, 
who  mwi  ho  HujuKised  to  IioTohad  nmjdo  raoan.^ 
of  knowledge  on  tho  eubject,  thinks  there  were 
nearly  three  thousand  pieces  of  cannon.  Mr. 
Jamc-J  TT  Hi m  m'-,  a  rcliaVdr-  and  intelligent 
man,  lestiHeb  tiiat  ho  was  familiar  with  the  , 

^'iins  at  tlio  Yard,  and  thiiiks  In-  .■i|"Mk-'  w  ithin 
boundHi  wlien  lie  puts  the  Qiiniberof  them  at 
eighteen  hundred;  sihI  he  exphiinB  Tery  ntia- 
factorily  the  discrepancy  between  the  account 
in  tho  Ordnanr-o  bureau  and  tho  estimates  of 
tlie  \vitnf--i'S  idreaily  nicut ii inrd.  iin  i  I'Uter-^ 
wlio  appeared  iHjforc  tho  Corajnitt"e,  -^l  iiin^:  iln; 
number  of  guns  variously  at  from  lif:.  n  li  in- 
dred  to  three  thousand.  Upon  the  whole  evi- 
dence, th  ■  rommitteo  are  forced  to  the  cnndu- 
Riou  that  th -rr- wcr '  ns  mf>ny  as  two  t!iou.«nnd 
pioc<  !<  of  arlillory  of  all  calibers  in  and  about 
tl  <■  Yard  at  tlM^neof  its  abandonment,  com- 
prising the  armaments  of  three  Une-of-batUe 
Bhipa  and  serwal  frigateap" 

% 
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ever  foiar  thoufland  kegs  of  powder. 
Gapt  McGaiiloy,  with  all  thflso  finv 
tnidable  >]n\)S  of  war,  cannon,  and 
munitions)  had  several  Iiundred  good 
and  true  men  under  his  command. 
He  had  received,  some  day^  ])etbre. 


then,  and  to  act  aa  circnmatanoet 
shoold  dictate;  bnt,  at  all  eventi,  to 

Bare  the  ]>ublu-  ]>ruperty  from  falling 
into  the  hand^  of  traitors.   He  found 

tlie  ^ins  in  the  Navy  Yard  rendered 
useless  by  Cu|>t.  McCjmley's  orders, 


expreas  orders  to  send  tlie  ^ferriiiiac  ]  and  nearly  all  the  t^!liJ>s  of  war  dis- 


forthwitli  to  Pliiladelphiu,  and  had 
had  her  fitted  out  for  the  voyage, 
mder  the  direction  <^  Chief  Engi- 
neer laherwood,  who  was  sent  thither 
from  Washington  on  purpot^e;  hut, 
when  she  was  reported  all  i^ady  but 
her  guns,  he  declined  to  (»rder  them 
on  board — or,  ratlicr,  trave  the  onler, 
but  very  soon  countermanded  it — 
excusing  his  vacinatiou  or  perplexity 
by  his  dread  of  exasperating  the 
Bebelsy  and  referring  to  the  reported 
obstractionB  sunk  in  the  channel, 
which  the  Menimac,  [Properly  hand- 
led, would  have  cnuhed  like  an  egg- 
shell, and  thus  passed  over  without  a 
check  to  her  })rogress.  Finally,  on 
tlie  evening  of  the  2'>th,  he  gsve  or- 
ders to  scv.ttle  all  the  ships  but  the 


al.led — several  uf  them  already  sink- 
ing. Among  the  ecnttled  was  the  Mer- 
rimao — alone  worth  all  the  rest-— bare* 
Ij  the  Onmberland  having  been  i»- 

served  to  bear  aM-ay  the  expectant 
fugitives.  Still, Capt. Paulding  might 
have  held  his  position  a  week  against 
all  the  traitors  yet  developed  in  Vir- 
ECiiiia ;  and  that  week  would  have 
brought  at  least  30,000  men  to  his 
aid.  But,  witliout  awaiting  the  hring 
of  a  shot,  or  even  the  appearance  of 
a  £>e^  he  proceeded  at  onoe  to  trana- 
fisr,  with  the  ntmost  haste,  books,  pa- 
pers, money,  and  some  other  of  the 
most  portable  ]>ortion8  of  the  public 
])roi)erty,  to  the  Pawnee  and  tlie 
Cumberland;  not  even  saving  the 
small  arms,  of  which  his  (T«»vernment 


Cumberland,  preparatory  to  flight —  ;  stood  in  urgent  need.    The  cannon 


as  if  this  were  not  the  very  course 
to  preserve  ih^  for  the  fhtnre  nse 
of  thcBebels. 

The  steam  frigate  Pawnee,  Oapt. 
Hiram  Paulding,  left  Washington  on 


he  abandoned  were  (or  had  been)  par* 
tially  spiked ;  but  so  ineffidentlj,  with 
nails,  etc,  that  they  were  promptlj 
and  easily  restored  by  the  Keliels  to 
a  serviceable  condition.    The  mu&- 


the  evening  of  the  19th,  and  arrived,  '  kcts,  revolvers,  etc.,  were  broken,  and, 


at  4  p.  M.  of  the  20tlu  al)reast  of 
Fortress  Monroe.  Here  >lu;  took  on 
board  Col.  Wardrop's  regiment  of 
Massachusetts  volunteers,  450  strtmg, 
raising  her  fighting  force  to  some  six 
hundred  men.  She  now  steamed  can- 
tiously  and  slowly  up  the  river  to  the 
Navy  Yard,  wliich  slie  reached  soon 


with  great  quantities  of  shot  and  .>hell, 
thrown  inti»  tlie  water.  Several  hours 
were  spent  in  this  work — the  marine 
barracks,  in  the  center  of  the  Yard, 
bdng  set  on  fii^  about  midnight, 
to  give  li^t  for  its  continnance. 

Lieut.  H.  A.  Wise*  had  accompa- 
nied Oapt.  Pauldinc  from  Wasliing- 


after  8  o'clock.  Caj't.  Paulding  had  \  ton,  and  was  detailed  by  him,  on  or 
instructi<ms  fmm  the  Secretan- of  tlie  before  their  arrival,  to  board  the 
Navy,  directive  liini  to  take  com-  ^lerrimac  and  bring  her  out,  if  pos- 
mand  at  Norlbik,  on  his  arrival  j  sible ;  and  he  was  awrordingly  on  her 

^Sbioay  of  Qnd  Naval OidaMMO Bnraaa. 
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deck  at  the  earlkrt  momfiiit.  He 

found  ber  partially  filled  with  "water, 
and  rapidly  iilliug— a  block,  wbicli 
be  threw  from  licr  lower  deck  into 
ber  hold,  indicating  by  the  Hplash 
that  the  water  waa  already  over  her 
orlop  deck.  He  returned  immedi- 
ately, and  reported  the  fact  to  Capt. 
Paulding,  who  thereapon  decided  to 
desist  from  furthw  attempts  to  save 
ber,  but  to  mutilate  the  guns  in  the 
Yard,  fire  the  vessels,  Bhii)  h()U8ea, 
and  other  structures,  and  blow  up 
tlio  (stone)  dry  dock.  Scmio  of  the 
old  and  relatively  worthless  gnus 
were  dismantled  by  knocking  oli' 
their  trunnions;  but  the  new  Dahl- 
gren  guns  proved  so  tough  that  not 
one  of  them  was  or  conld  thus  be 
rendered  useless.  Capt.  Paulding 
now  recalled  tlic  order  he  had  given 
Lieut.  AVise  to  bli»w  up  the  dry  dock, 
and  ordered  trains  to  bo  laid  insteail, 
BO  that,  at  a  s'lrnal,  the  sliips  might 
be  fired.  Tliis  was  accordinji^ly  done  : 
but  tbo  previous  partial  Bubmersion 
of  the  sliips,  under  Oapt.  MeOaulej's 
unaooountablo  order  to  seuttle  them, 
of  course  prevented  their  destruction. 
Thus,  when  the  Pl  ymouth  was  reached 
in  its  turn  by  Lieut.  AVi>e,  slie  bad 
sunk  below  her  upper  deck,  so  flood- 
ins:  the  train  tliat  it  could  not  be 
fired.  Lieut.  Wise,  who  narrowly  es- 
caped with  a  Bcorching  from  the  in- 
conceivably rapid  combustion  of  the 
nppcr  portion  of  the  Merrimac,  when 
he  fired  his  train  while  on  board  of 
her,  pulled  do^N^  the  dbannel  in  his 
small  boat  after  the  escaping  vessels, 
and  got  on  board  tbe  Pawnee  below 
Craney  Island,  wheii  seven  (»r  eifrht 
miles  on  ber  way.  The  Pawnee,  tow- 
ing the  Cumberland,  moved  slowly 
down  the  river  at  4  A.  it.  (high  tide), 
brilliantlj  lighted  on  their  course  by 


the  remaining  vessels  and  all  the 

combustible  ])ropcrty  left  behind. 
The  Cund>erland,  drawing  seventeen 
feet  of  water,  grouTided  in  pas.sing  one 
of  the  vessels  sunk  in  the  channel,  but 
M  as  ijot  off,  an  hour  or  two  afterward, 
uninjured.  Xo  molestation  was  of- 
fered them  by  the  Bebels,  who,  very 
naturally,  thought  themselves  fortun- 
ate in  so  easily  obtaining  possession  of 
what  was  left  behind.  Most  of  the 
vessels  were  destroyed  ;  but  tbe  Mer- 
rimac, the  \n->i  of  them  all,  though 
badly  burned  above  tli(3  water-lino, 
was  saved  by  the  Rebels,  and,  in  due 
time,  nieiainorphoscd  into  the  iron- 
clad Virginia,  with  which  Buch  mem- 
orable havoc  was  wrought  in  Ilamp- 
ton  Heads.  A  crowd  from  Norfolk 
and  Portsmouth  burst  into  the  Yard, 
so  soon  as  our  ships  had  fairly  depart- 
ed, and  saved  for  the  uses  of  treason 
whatever  they  could,  including  the 
dry  dock,  which  bad  been  itiined,  but 
not  fired,  and  wa.s  readilv  filled  with 
water.  At  6  o"*clock,  a  volunteer 
company  had  taken  formal  possession 
in  the  name  of  Tixginia,  and  raised 
h^  flag  over  the  ruins.  By  7,  the 
work  of  unspiking  <amnon  had  com- 
menced ;  and,  by  0.  seycral  guns  had 
been  ]>lantod  along  the  dock,  where 
they  might  serve  in  re-i^fing  the  re- 
turn of  the  Yankees  under  some  more 
intrepid  leader  than  he  who  had  just 
slunk  away.  It  was  said  that  Gen. 
Taliaferro  was  drunk  throu^out  the 
night,  and  was  with  difficulty  aroused 
at  6  in  the  morning  to  hear  that  all 
was  over.  Two  officers  of  the  Paw- 
nee, m  Iio  were  let't  to  lire  the  ^>  ayv 
Yard,  were  cut  off  or  bewildered  bv 
tlio  rapid  sju-ead  of  the  conllagration, 
and  compelled  to  croas,  by  t-kifi*,  to 
Norfolk,  where  they  wore  Instantly 
taken  prisoners.  No  lives  were  lost. 
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Tims  ended  the  nioi^t  tfliaineful,  cow- 
ardly, disastrous  performance  that 
Btains  the  annals  of  the  American 
Kavy.' 

^Kfany,  perhaps  most,  of  the  Ullion 
delegutet;  to  the  Yirginia  Conven- 
tion lefl  it  directly  after  the  passage 
of  the  Ordinance  of  Secession,  feeling 
that  they  had  no  longer  any  business 
in  such  company.  The  residue  pro- 
ceeded,'in  utter  contempt  of  liieir 
own  vote  directing  the  snbmiflsion  of 
ite  act  to  tlie  people,  to  adopt  and 
ratify  the  Confederate  Constitution ; 
and  to  enter*  into  a  convention  with 
the  Confederacy,  through  A.  II.  Ste- 
phens, whereby  all  tlie  ]uil)lic  })roi>- 
erty,  naval  stores,  munitions  of  war, 
etc.,  acquired  by  their  State  at  ISor- 
£>]k  and  elsewhere,  from  the  United 


*  It  la  impoesible  to  interpret  the  course  of 
many  officers  of  the  Army  and  Nary  in  tbit  iod 
irimQar  emergencies,  save  on  the  presumption 
that  they  were  in  doubt  as  to  whetlior  they 
ought,  as  loyal  men,  to  stand  by  the  '  Black  Re- 
poUfam' nriefs  idio  had  jiist  been  fnTssled  wilb 
pott'er  at  Washington  or  side  with  the  militant 
duunpioDS  of  that  SUto  Power  which  had  sooie- 
hdWhtoeuM  oonibundsd,  tn  tiMr  notveiyhidd 
or  intelligent  concoption.s.  with  tbs  Constitution 
and  the  Union.  At  all  events  it  is  certain  that 
their  indecision  or  pusillanimity  potently  aided 
Id  crash  cot  the  Unionism  of  the  South,  and 
came  very  near  wrecking  the  Union  itselC  Mr. 
Hale'a  IlcjKjrt,  already  cited,  says: 

"The  aid  whicli  might  have  been  derired  from 
tte  workmen  in  the  Yard,  and  other  loyal  citi- 
sens  of  Norfolk  and  Portiunouth,  i»,  in  some  de- 
gree, a  matter  of  conjecture,  and  it  is  not  pro- 
posed to  introduce  it  as  an  cli  ni'  tit  in  the  decision 
of  this  question.  Duriug  tlio  closing  days  of  the 
United  States  authority  at  Norfolk,  the  revolt 
had  acquired  such  strength,  momentum,  and  con- 
fidcnco,  thnt  perhaps  no  material  assistance  of 
this  kind  was  to  be  depended  upon.  It  is  proper 
to  remark,  however,  tlial  there  was  abundant  evi- 
dence before  the  Committee  that  at  least  a  minor- 
ity of  the  citizens  of  botii  Norfolk  and  Ports* 
month  were  on  the  side  of  the  Union,  and  would 
have  been  wnmily  and  openly  so  bad  the  (!'iv- 
•mment  shown  a  strong  hand  und  a  timely  deter- 
mination to  defend  itself.  An  election  for  viayor 
«MM  hM  in  rorttmouth  a  Jm  dayt  prwiom  to  Ms 


States,  were  turned  over  to  said  Con- 
federacy ;  and  it  was  agreed  that 

"the  whole  military  force  and  military 
operations,  offensive  and  defensive,  of  said 
Oommonweolthf  in  the  impending  conflict 
with  the  United  Ststes,  shall  be  under  the 
chief  cDntrol  and  direction  of  the  President 
of  said  Confederate  States,  upon  the  same 
principlea,  basis,  and  footingr,  as  if  aaid  Oonw 
nionwe;ilth  were  now,  and  during  the  iater- 
vul,  a  member  of  said  Con le<k' racy." 

This  agreement  was  approved  and 
ratified  hy  the  Convention  on  the 
25th;  alUiough,  bo  early  as  April 
2(Hh,  the  movement  of  CSonfederate 

troop:?,  from  Alabama,  Geoi^a,  and 

South  Carolina,  to  Ridimond,  had 
eoramenced.  The  treaty  of  offen- 
sive and  defensive  alliance  negd  iatcd 
by  Vice-President  Stephens  did  n(*t, 
therefore,  inaugurate  tliat  ino\  ('inent : 
it  could  but  regulate  and  perhapa 
augment  it. 

aurraukr,  at  which  the  Unwn  camiiiUtte  vis  ekrUd 
hffOfiititmMbKmg  major :t>j.  A  volunUiry  mili- 
tary asaodation,  considerable  in  numbers  and  in- 
fluence, was  formed  in  Norfolk  for  the  oxcluaivo 
purpose  <  f  a.s9i8ting  in  the  d(  fciico  c  f  tlio  Yard 
against  the  insurgents,  proQ'crcd  their  t^erviceii 
and  oflRsred  aodi  tests  of  their  fldelity  as  shouM 
ham  aft  onoaaacwed  their  aooeptanco  l  y  the  an- 
thoritlea  of  the  Yard.  Howaoiddal  a  policy  was 
pursued,  nil  know  and  reniemln  r.  The  (Jovern- 
ment  exhibited  euch  utter  lecblenes^  and  irresolu- 
tion, aadfha  enemy  so  much  vigor  and  licrce  pur- 
poae,  unencumbered  by  acmpiles  of  any  I<  ind,  that 
it  is  not  strange  that  the  friends  of  the  Union,  find- 
ing themselves  unsupported  hy  tl;c  Covt  rnment 
they  wcro  anxious  to  Rcr^'o  and  protect,  slmiild 
fintdly  yield  to  the  tcm{X'9t  of  treason  and  pna- 
nion  surging  around  them,  and  find,  in  a  compul- 
sory snmnlsston  and  In  allenoe,  at  least  a  refuge 
from  the  insults  and  outragci  of  a  ferocious  rev- 
ohitiunary  mob.  But,  so  irrcprossliilo  waa  the 
loy.nl  feeling  of  many  of  the  eiii/.ens  of  Norfolk, 
that,  on  the  evening  of  the  20tU  of  April,  ther 
gmied  th»  arrival  of  the  "Pawnee*  at  the  dork  wiih 
chfer  m  cherr,  under  the  Bt>ppo-i1ii  n  ti  nt  she  had 
come  to  re<  nforce  and  hold  the  Yard,  and  brinj 
them  (Irlivrrance  fri  m  ihi^  ]iori'..^  nnd  iK.-honoroi  a 
war  against  that  Union  which  they  loved.  That 
hope  was  craslly  disappointed  by  the  hasty  at- 
tempt to  destroy  the  Yard;  and  Uic  Government 
affbrded  tlio  loynl  men  at  Norfolk — Mfi.  indeed, 
everywhere  g\sk:  at  tlial  time — every  pojifiblo  rea- 
son for  the  conviction  ihcU  the  Ji-  bellion  waa  the  itrta- 
ninggiie,  mi  that  devotion  to  the  OommneiUaoiM 
ewi  >ynbj  in  itfnt^  km,  mA  Aotih." 

1  'AjvaMtb. 
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A  complete  tcU*j\  of  terror  had,  by 
this  time,  been  established  throiigli- 
out  Eastern  or  Old  Virginia.  Immi- 
grants from  Free  States  were  hunted 
out  on  suspicion  of  XJnioBism,  un- 
lesB  they  choae  to  enlist  at  once  in 
the  Bebel  army;  and  only  the  most 
Tiolent  and  obstreperouB  sympathy 
with  Sccesvsion  could  save  thorn  from 
personal  outrage.  Appeals  from  those 
who  had  formerly  figured  a^  inflexi- 
ble Uiiioni.sts  were  cinuilated  through 
the  journals,  calling  upon  all  true 
Virginians  to  stand  by  the  action 
of  thehr  State,  and  thereby  preserve 
her  fipom  the  horrors  of  an  intestine 
war.  Thus,  Mr.  A.  H.  H.  Stnart— a 
leadingWhig  of  other  daysman  eminent 
member  of  Congrep-?,  afterward  Sec- 
retary <»f  the  Interior  under  President 
Fillmore — who  IkkI  been  elected  to 
the  Convention  as  a  Unionist  from 
the  strong  Whig  conn^  of  Augusta, 
and  had  opposed  Secession  to  the  last, 
now  wrote  a  letter  to  l%i  Sktunion 
i^peeiaim',  maintaining  this  position : 

**In  tny  .lud^ment,  it  is  tlio  duty  of  all 

Sood  citizeiis  to  atemd  5y  the  action  of  the 
^tate.  It  is  no  time  for  erimination  or  re- 
crimination. Wo  cannot  stop  now  to  iiKjnire 
who  brought  the  troubles  upon  us,  or  why. 
It  is  enoiDigh  to  know  that  tbey  art  opon  U8 ; 
tad  wo  must  meet  them  like  men.  We  must 
stand  shoulder  to  shoiihler.  Our  State  is 
threatened  irith  invasion,  and  we  must  repel 
it  as  best  we  can,  Tlio  only  way  to  prawrve 
peaco  is  to  present  a  united  front.  If  we 
show  divisions  among  ourselves,  the  enemy 
will  be  encouraged  by  tbem,  and  may  make 
them  the  pretext  for  sendlnr  anniestotoour 
borders  I'or  tbe  p'lrpo^ti  of  sostsining  the 
hands  of  the  disall'octed.  Our  true  p(>licy, 
then,  is  to  stand  together  M  one  man  in  the 
hour  of  danircr,  luid  Icavo  onr  frnnily  feuds 
to  bo  iidj listed  alter  the  contest  is  over." 

To  the  name  effect,  but  a  little 
more  holdly,  Mr.  James  AL  Mason, 
late  a  Senator  of  the  United  States, 
mote  as  follows: 

**Th6  question  has  been  frequently  put  to 
me—*  What  poaition  will  Yiij^nia  ooonpy, 


should  the  Ordinawjo  ot  Secession  be  re- 
jecte<1  by  the  peupltr  at  the  approaehing 
election?'  And  tlie  frequency  of  the  ques- 
tion may  be  an  excuse  for  giving  publicity 
to  the  answer. 

'•The  Ordinance  of  Seoesrion  withdrew 
the  State  of  Virginia  from  the  Union,  with 
all  the  consequences  resultini?  from  the 
separation.  It  anniUled  the  (J<H)atitution 
and  laws  of  the  United  States  within 
the  limit.s  of  this  State,  and  ubj*olved  the 
citizens  of  Virginia  from  all  obligations  and 
obedienoe  to  them. 

"  Hence,  it  follows,  if  this  Ordinance  be  ■ 
rejected  by  the  people,  tlie  State  of  Vir- 
ginia will  remain  in  the  Union,*  and  the 
peojde  of  the  State  will  remain  bound  by 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States ;  and 
obedience  to  the  government  and  hiws  of 
the  United  States  will  be  folly  and  rightAiUy 
eutoreed  a^'uitist  them. 

"  It  follows,  of  course,  that,  in  this  war 
now  carried  on  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  against  the  seceding  States, 
Virginia  must  imuiediately  rhamjf  si'lr.t,  ;md, 
under  the  orders  of  that  Government,  turn 
hsr  arm  againH  her  Smihtm  tiHtn. 

"  From  this,  there  can  be  no  esciipe.  As 
a  member  of  the  Union,  all  her  resources 
of  men  and  money  will  be  at  once  at  the 
command  of  the  (Jovcrnment  of  the  Union. 

"  Again :  for  mutual  defense,  immediately 
after  the  Ordinance  of  Secession  pa^isiMl.  a 
treaty  or  'military  league'  was  formed  by 
the  Convention  in  the  name  of  the  people 
of  Virginia,  with  the  Confederate  St;ites  of 
the  Soutli.  by  which  the  latter  were  bound 
to  march  to  the  aid  of  onr  State  against  the 
invasion  of  the  Federal  Governinent.  And 
we  have  now  in  Virginia,  at  Harper's  Feny 
and  at  Norfolk,  in  raee  m  the  common  fee, 
several  thonsjmds  of  the  gallant  sons  of 
South  Carolina,  of  Alabama,  of  L.ouisiana, 
Georgia  and  Mlssiasippl,  who  hastened  to 
fulfill  the  covenant  they  made,  and  are  ready 
and  eiijier  to  lay  down  their  lives,  side  by 
side  with  oQT  sons^  in  defonss  of  the  soil  of 
Virginia. 

"  If  the  Ordinance  of  Seoesrfon  is  rejected, 
not  only  will  this  'military  leapno '  l»e  an- 
nulled, but  it  will  have  been  made  a  trap  to 
inveigle  our  generous  defenders  into  the 
hands  of  tluir  enemies. 

Virginia  remaining  in  the  Union,  duty 
and  loyalty  to  her  obligations  to  the  Union 
will  reiinire  tli.at  those  Southern  forces  shall 
not  be  permitted  to  leave  the  Stat-c.  but 
shall  be  delivered  up  to  the  Government 
of  tlio  Union:  and  those  who  refii-ie  to  do 
so  will  1)0  guilty  of  treason,  ami  be  justly 
dealt  with  as  tiMitm-'*. 

"  I  rcftson  iu.'aiii>t  the  United  States  coo- 
si8ts  as  well  '  in  adhering  to  its  enemiee 
and  giving  fhem  aid*  as  in  levying  war. 
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"If  it  bo  asked — '  What  are  thoee  to  do, 
wlioi,  in  their  conscieuces,  ctinnut  vote  to 
Beparate  \'iri:inia  from  the  United  States?' — 
the  answer  is  simple  and  plain :  Honor  and 
inAf  iJilM  nqudre  that  they  should  not  vote 
on  the  question ;  if  they  retain  tuehtfpuiMMf 
they  vnut  i.KAVK  the  State, 

"None  can  doubt  or  question  the  truth 
of  what  1  Iwre  written ;  and  none  oaa  vote 
against  the  Ordinance  cf  Beoeasion,  who  do 
not  thereby  (whether  ignorantly  or  other- 
wiM)  vote  to  place  himself  and  bU  State  in 
the  poflition  I  baTeindioatad.  J.  M.  MaaoN. 

«  WMkttttr,  r<i..  J/<iyi%  UO." 

Under  the  inflnmioe  of  such  incul- 
cations, backed  hy  corrosponding  ac- 
tion, the  more  conspieuous  Unionists 
bein^^  hunted  out,  and  the  greater 
number  silenced  and  paralyzed,  the 
election  was  a  perfect  farce/  through- 
out both  Eafttem  and  Soudi^MreBteni 
Yiiginia.  ETonAlezandriar—alwayB, 
hitherto,  strongly  Union — gave  but 
106  Union  votes  to  over  900  Seoee- 
sion ;  while  in  lower  Virginia  scarce- 
ly a  Union  vote  was  polled.  Thus, 
when  the  cituspirators  came  to  an- 
nounce tlie  result,  they  reported  that, 
including  the  votee  taken  in  camp, 
126,950  bad  been  cast  for  Seoes^on 
to  20,878  for  ihe  Union ;  but  they 
aigniiicantlj  added  that  this  did  not 
indnde  the  vote  of  several  Western 
counties,  which  were  in  such  a  Ftate 
of  confusion  tluit  no  returns  there* 
from  had  been  received! 

North-Western  Virginia,  including 
more  than  a  third  of  the  geographi- 
cal area  of  the  State,  with  from  one* 
fifth  to  one-fourth  of  its  white  pecu- 
lation, had,  for  many  years,  chafed 
under  the  away  of  the  slaveholding  oli- 

'  l%e£o«riMlb«XMimalof  June  1a^  mtAt 

"The  vote  of  Virginia  last  week  on  the  ques- 
tioa  of  Seoeaaioa  was  a  perfect  mockery.  The 
State  was  Ml  of  troops  from  other  States  of  tlio 
roiir<>'l>  rar-y  ;  wljik"  nil  thf  Virginia  Sc<«saioiiiBt8, 
banded  iii  military  coinpanies,  were  scattered  in 
rarious  placc<^  to  overawe  tliO"  friends  of  Union 
or  drive  thMi  Uma  the  poUs.  The  Richmond 
Oosfwttea,  tn  additbw  le  otbar  acts  of  usnrpa. 
tioi^  pravidbd  lhat  p6^  ihoold  be  opsned  in  all 


garehy  in  the  East.  Re[M?ated  strug- 
gles respecting  bases  of  leginlative  ap- 
portionment, of  taxation,  etc.,  and  on 
questioDB  of  iatemal  improvement, 
had  dearly  indleated  that  the  aar 
tagonism  between  the  East  and  the 
West  was  founded  in  natural  cauics, 
and  could  not  be  comj)romised  nor 
overcome.  When  opportiiiiity  ]»re- 
sented,  the  West  had  repciitcdly  jiro- 
tested  against  the  i>erpetuation  of 
Slavery,  but  btill  more  earnestly 
against  the  Babordinalxon  of  all  hor 
interests  and  rights  to  the  incessant 
enctioHS  of  the  Slave  Power ;  though 
her  ruling  politicians  and  presses  were 
usually  held  in  subjection  to  the  domi- 
nant  interest  by  the  prepotiderating 
power  of  tlio  East.  Her  people  had 
but  to  look  across  the  Ohio,  whereto 
their  streams  tended  and  their  sur- 
plus produce  was  sent,  to  convince 
them  that  then  connection  with  the 
Old  Dominion  was  uifortonate  and 
injurious. 

Ten  years  prior  to  this,  Muscoe  R. 
II.  Gamett,'  a  leading  politician  of 
Old  Virginia,  writing  privately  to  his 
friend  and  conij>atriot,  William  H. 
Trescott,"  of  South  Carolina,  who  had 
sounded  him  with  regard  to  the  aid 
to  be  expected  from  Yiiginia,  In  case 
South  Oarolina  should  then  secede 
from  the  Union,  had  responded  as 
follows: 

"  I  believe  thoronglily  in  our  own  theories 
and  that|il'  Char  leston  did  not  grow  quite  so 
faat  in  her  trade  with  other  States,  yet  the 
relief  from  Federal  taxation  would  vastly 


tho  ndUtarv  en(  am]itneDtfs  besides  the  ordlnaiy 
voting  idaces.  e  *  *  No  man  voted  against 
Secession  on  Thursday  last  bnt  al  the  perti  of 

being  lynched  or  nrrr-sted  ss  an  hioendiary 

dangerous  to  the  bute." 

"  Democrado  representative  in  Oongresa  ftom 
]86Ytol8ei;  abicelhen,  hi  the  Rebd  Coogreaa. 

*  Assistant  Sec'ry  of  State  uadn  Bachaaan. 
"  Bkhmood,  Maj  3,  186L 


480 


THE  AMBBIOAV  OONFLIOT. 


■limiilAfe  yonr  proRperity.   If  so,  the  pre»- 

tigc  of  flio  T'nioii  wmild  be  de?troyod.  and 
jou  would  be  tlio  micleus  for  a  Southern 
confederation  at  no  distant  day.  But  I  do 
not  doiilit,  from  all  I  biive  been  able  to 
learu,  that  the  Federal  (jovernnient  would 
me  force,  begianiDg  with  the  form  most 
embamissing  to  tou,  and  Ica-nt  calculated  to 
Cxdte  gympathy  :  I  mean  a  n!i\Til  Itlockade. 
In  that  event,  could  you  withstand  the  re- 
action of  f«eling  which  the  Baffering  com- 
merce of  Oharleston  woaM  probably  mani- 
fest? Would  you  H'lt  lose  that  in  which 
yonr  streoffth  consibts,  the  union  of  yotir 
people?  I  do  not  mean  to  imply  an 
opinion  ;  I  only  nsk  the  (jtiestion.  If  you 
force  this  blockade,  and  bring  the  Govern- 
ment to  direct  force,  thefoding  in  Virginia 
would  be  very  groat.  T  trust  in  Gud  it 
would  ijriiig  lier  to  your  aid.  But  it  would 
be  wrong  in  me  to  deceive  yoa  by  speaking 
certainly.  I  cannot  express  tlie  deep  niorti- 
floation  I  iiavo  felt  at  her  course  this  winter. 
But  I  dii  not  believe  that  the  course  of  the 
Legislature  is  a  fair  expression  of.  the  popu- 
lar feeling.  In  the  East,  at  least,  the  great 
majority  believe  in  the  right  of  Secession, 
ana  feel  the  deepest  aynipathy  with  Caro- 
lina in  opposition  to  measorea  wbidi  they 
regard  an  s!io  doe-«.  But  the  west — West- 
ern Virginia — there  i.s  the  rub  I  Only 
«0,0(K)  slaves  to  4'J4,000  whites."  When  I 
consider  thin  fact,  and  the  kind  of  argnment 
which  we  iiave  heard  iu  this  body,'*  I  cannot 
but  regard  with  the  greatest  fear,  tlie  tpies- 
tbn  whether  Viiginia  wonld  aaaiat  Garolina 
In  aneh  an  issue.** 

Mr.  Gamett  had  clearly  and  trulj 
ibreseen  that  Western  Yiigima  must 
neeeasarilj  cozutitttte  a  fonnidable 
obstacle  to  tiie  tlitimph  of  Seeession. 
The  forty-two  countioa  which  now 
compose  the  State  ol'  West  Virginia, 
liad,  in  ISfiO,  a  free  population  of 
;j49,(;42,  witli  only  12,771  ^^lave.s  or 
but  one  slave  to  nearly  thirty  white 
persons ;  and  even  this  small  nimiber 
of  sUveB  were,  in  good  part,  held  in 
the  counties  of  Greenbrier,  Honroe 
and  Hampehire,  lying  on  the  south- 
em  verge  of  tlie  new  State,  and,  for 
the  most  part,  adhering  to  old  Vir- 
g-inia  in  the  struggle  for  Disunion. 
In  the  nature  of  things,  this  people 

"  Mr  r.nrnett  counts  the  Vnllej  (BhaDindoah,) 
aa  a  portion  of  Western  Virginia. 


were  not,  and  could  not  disposed 
to  divide  the  Bepublio,  and  place 
ihemselvea  on  the  most  exposed  and 

defenseless  frontier  of  a  far  smaUer 
and  weaker  nation,  in  the  interest^ 

and  for  the  supposed  benefit,  of  human 
Slavery.  And  yet  this  enonnous 
sacrifice  was  required  of  tlioni  by  the 
slaveholding  conspiracy,  whi(;h,  since 
it  could  not  hope  to  win  them  by 
persoasicm,  was  preparing  to  subjert 
them  to  ite  sway  by  force  of  arms : 
and  it  was  a  secret  condition  of  the 
adhesion  of  Virginia  to  the  Confed- 
eracy that  her  territorial  area  was,  in 
no  ca.se,  to  be  curtailed  by  any  treaty 
of  peace  that  might  ultimately  be 
made  with  the  Union. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  accession 
of  Virginia  to  the  Confederacy  had 
rendereid  a  peaceful  concession  of 
Southern  independence  a  moral,  and 
well  nigh  a  geographical,  impossibil- 
ity. West  Virginia — but  more  espe- 
cially that  long,  narrow  strip,  strange- 
ly interposed  between  Pennsylvania 
and  Ohio,  (locally  designated  '*  The 
Panhandle,")  could  not  be  surren- 
dered by  the  Union  -without  inyblT- 
ing  the  necessity  of  still  further  na- 
tional disintegration.  For  this  "  Pan- 
handle" stretches  northerly  to  within 
a  hundred  miles  of  Lake  Erie,  nearly 
severing  the  old  fi-om  the  ncAV  Free 
States,  and  becoming,  in  the  event  of 
its  possession  by  a  foreign  and  liostile 
power,  a  means  of  easily  interposing 
a  military  force  so  as  to  cut  off  all 
communication  between  them.  If 
the  people  of  the  Free  States  could 
have  consented  to  surrender  their 
brethren  of  West  Virginia  to  their 
common  f)cs,  tliey  could  not  have 
relinquished  their  territory  without 

'-Mr.  r..  was  then  a  UMober  of  a  Virginia 

State  Couvention. 
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consenting  to  their  own  ultimate  dis- 
ruption and  ruin.  West  Virginia  was 
thus  the  true  key-Btone  of  the  Union 
arch. 

The  Legislature  of  Tennesske, 
which  assembled  at  Nashville  January 
7th,  1801,  and  elected  Breckinridge 
Democrats  for  oflBcers  in  both  Houses, 
had,  on  the  19th,  decided  to  call  a 
State  Convention,  subject  to  a  vote 
of  the  pei>]>lo.  That  vote  was  taken 
early  in  March;  and,  on  the  lOtli,  the 
result  was  officially  prot-laimed  as 
follows :  for  the  Union  91,803 ;  for 
Disunion  24,749 ;  Union  majority 
67,054,  Several  counties  did  not 
render  their  returns ;  and  it  was  said 
that  their  vote  would  reduce  the 
Union  majority  to  something  over 
50,000  ;  but  the  defeat  of  the  Seces- 
sionists was  admitted  to  be  complete 
and  overwhelming. 

Still,  the  conspirators  for  Disunion 
kept  actively  plotting  and  mining; 
and,  by  means  of  secret  societies,  and 
all  the  machinery  of  aristocratic  sedi- 
tion, believed  themselves  steadily 
gaining.  They  had  no  hope,  how- 
ever, of  hurling  their  State  into  the 
vortex  of  treason,  save  on  the  back 
of  an  excitement  raised  by  actual 
collision  and  bloodshed.  Up  to  the 
hour  of  the  bombardment  of  Sumter, 
though  the  Governor  and  a  majority 
of  the  Legislature  were  fully  in  their 
interest,  they  remained  a  powerless 
minority  of  the  people. 

When  the  news  of  that  bombard- 
ment was  received,  and  the  excite- 
ment created  by  it  was  at  its  hight, 
the  leaders  of  the  '  conservative'  or 
Union  party  were  beguiled  into  a 
fatal  error.  On  the  IStli,  they  issued 
from  Niushville  an  address  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Tennessee,  wherein,  after  glan- 
31 


cing  at  the  leading  events  which  had 
just  occurred  on  the  seaboard,  they 
proceeded  to  say : 

''Tennessee  ia  called  npon  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  furnish  two  regiment* ;  and  tlio  Stat* 
has,  through  her  Executive,  refused  to  com- 
ply with  the  call.  This  refusal  of  our  Stato 
we  fully  apj>r<fce.  Wo  commend  the  wis- 
dom, the  Justice,  and  the  humanity,  of  the 
refusal.  Wo  unqualifiedly  disaj>jirovo  of 
secession,  hoth  as  a  constitutional  right,  and 
ns  a  remedy  for  e.xisting  evils;  wo  equally 
condemn  the  policy  of  the  Administration 
in  reference  to  the  seceded  States.  Hut, 
while  we,  without  qualification,  condemn 
the  policy  of  coercion,  as  calculated  to  dis- 
solve the  Union  forever,  and  to  dissolve  it  in 
the  blood  of  our  fellow-citizens,  and  regard 
it  us  sufficient  to  justify  the  State  in  refusing 
her  aid  to  the  Government,  in  its  attempt 
to  suppress  the  revolution  in  the  seceded 
States,  we  do  not  think  it  our  duty,  consider- 
ing her  position  in  the  Union,  and  in  view 
of  the  great  question  of  the  peace  of  our  dis- 
tracted country,  to  take  sides  against  tho 
(Jovernnient.  Tennessee  has  wronged  no 
State  nor  citizen  of  this  Union,  She  has  vio- 
lated the  rights  of  no  State,  north  or  south. 
She  has  been  loj-al  to  all  where  loyalty  was 
due.  She  has  not  brougiit  on  this  war  by  any 
act  of  hers.  She  has  tried  every  means  in  her 
power  to  prevent  it.  She  now  stands  ready 
to  do  any  thing  within  lier  reach  to  stop  it. 
And  she  ought,  as  wo  think,  to  decline  join- 
ing either  j>arty.  For,  in  so  doing,  she 
would  at  once  terminate  her  grand  mission 
as  j)eace-maker  between  tho  States  of  tb« 
South  and  tho  General  Government.  Nay, 
more :  the  almost  inevitable  result  would 
be  tho  transfer  of  the  war  within  her  own 
borders;  tho  defeat  of  all  hopes  of  reconcili- 
ation ;  and  the  deluging  of  the  State  with 
the  blood  of  her  own  people. 

"  The  present  duty  of  Tennessee  ia  to 
maintain  a  position  of  independence — taking 
sides  with  the  Union  and  tho  peace  of  the 
country  against  all  assailants,  whether  from 
the  North  or  the  South,  Her  position  should 
be  to  maintain  the  sanctity  of  her  soil  from 
the  hostile  tread  of  any  party. 

"  We  do  not  pretend  to  foretell  tho  future 
of  Tennessee,  in  connection  with  tho  other 
States,  or  in  reference  to  tlio  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. We  do  not  pretend  to  be  able  to 
tell  the  future  purposes  of  the  President  and 
Cabinet  in  reference  to  tho  impending  war. 
But,  should  a  purpose  be  develope<l  by  tho 
(lovernment  of  overrunning  and  subjugating 
our  brethren  of  tho  seceded  States,  wo  say, 
unequivocally,  that  it  will  bo  tho  duty  of  the 
State  to  resist  at  all  hazanls,  at  any  cost, 
and  hy  arm*,  any  such  purpose  or  attempt. 
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And,  to  moet  any  and  all  einergenciea,  she 
ought  to  bo  ^fitUy  armed;  and  wo  would  re- 

epectfiilly  cull  upon  t{io  autliorities  of  the 
State  to  proceed  at  uuco  tu  the  ticooinpHsh- 
ment  of  tiiis  objeot 

"Let  Tontiefi'^eo,  then,  prepare  thoroujrh- 
I7  and  etlicicatiy  for  coining  eveuts.  In  tl»o 
mean  time,  let  her,  as  speedily  as  she  can, 
hold  a  conference  with  her  sister  slavdiold- 
ing  States  yet  in  the  Union,  for  the  purpose 
of  devising  plans  for  the  j)re8ervation  of  the 
peace  of  the  land.  Fellow-cttixena  of  Teu- 
nenee!  w©  entreat  yon  to  brini^r  yonrflelres 
up  to  tilt'  niaLMiittiilo  of  tho  crisis.  Look  it! 
the  tace  impending  calamities  I  Civil  war — 
what  it  ?  The  bloodiest  and  darkcHt  pngc^ 
of  history  nnswor  this  question.  To  avert 
this,  who  would  not  give  iiis  time,  his  talents, 
his  nntiring  energy — \m  all  ?  There  may  be 
yet  time  to  accomplish  every  thing.  Let  us 
not  despair.  Tho  Border  Slave  States  may 
prevent  thisdvU  war:  and  why  shall  thej 
not  do  it?" 

Of  course,  tbc^e  gentlemen  were, 
tljouirh  unconsciouslv,  on  tlie  liicrh 
road  to  open  treason,  whither  they 
all  arriyed  era  the  lapse  of  many 
weeks:  How  thej  sayed  their  Stato 
fix>m  the  woes  of  dvil  war,  and  pre- 
served her  soil  from  tlie  tread  of  hos- 
tile armiea,  h  ahreadj  well  known. 
Of  tho  many  who  wcalcly,  culpably 
allmvod  tlicmsclvcs  to  be  beguiled  or 
huiletl  into  eompHeitv  in  the  crime 
of  dividing  and  destroying  their  coun- 
try, there  is  no  name  whereon  will 
rest  a  deeper,  darker  stigma  than 
that  of  John  BeU. 

Conservatism  having  thus  bound 
itself  liund  and  foot,  and  cast  its  fet- 
tered and  helpless  form  at  the  feet  of 
rampant,  aggres.-ive  treason,  tlio  re- 
sult was  inevitable.  An  emissary 
from  the  Confederate  traitors,  in  the 
person  of  Henry  W.  Hilliard,"  of 
Alabama^  forthwith  appeared  upon 
the  aoene.  The  Legislatore  secretly 
adopted"  a  resolve  that  tho  Governor 
mi^t  should  appoint  "  three  Chnn- 
missioners  on  the  part  of  Tennessee 
to  enter  into  a  military  league  with 

■*  VotsMitr  a  Whig  BMadMr  «f  OongNii. 


the  authorities  of  the  Confederate 
States,  and  with  the  authorities  of 
such  other  slaveholding  States  a8 
may  wiah  to  enter  into  it ;  having  in 
view  tiie  protection  and  defense  of 
the  entire  South  against  the  war 
which  is  now  being  carried  on  against 
it."  The  Gk)vemor  appointed  a.s 
such  Commissioners  Messrs.  Gustavift 
A.  IIenrA%  ArchiUdd  O.  W.  Totten, 
uiul  Warihingtoii  Barrow  ;  who  lost 
no  time  in  I'ruuiing  a  Convention 
"  between  tho  State  of  Tennessee  and 
the  Confederate  States  of  America," 
whereof  the  vital  provisions  are  as 
IbUows: 

''Fir$(  :  Until  tho  said  Stato  fihall  ho- 
rnme  a  member  of  said  C)onfederaoy»  aooord- 
iug  to  the  €k>nBtitati<Hi8  of  both  powers,  th« 
irli'x'i  III  i^  'ifitnj  foreennd  ntiUtanj  (t})i  rutii>i(f, 
offentsice  and  df/enn^e^  <tf»aid  State^  in  the 
impending  conflict  with  the  United  Statet, 
nhnllhe  'inilrr  the  rfiit  f  control  and direetion 
of  the  Confederate  State*,  upon  the  same 
baoa,  principles  and  footing,  as  if  said  State 
were  now  and  during  tho  interval  a  niem- 
her  of  said  Confederacy.  Said  force,  to- 
gether with  those  of  the  Confederate  States, 
is  to  he  employed  for  tho  common  defense. 

''Strond:  The  Stiite  of  Tennessee  will, 
npon  becoming  a  member  of  »aid  Confeder- 
acy, nnder  the  permanent  Oonstitation  of 
said  Confederate  States,  if  the  same  shall 

occur,  tiir/i  (fir  f'>  sfiiil  Ci'iftd)  nitc  Stuftn 
all  the  public  property^  luicui  storee  and 
mttnitiont  of  war,  <^  which  she  may  tiieii 
he  in  possession,  acquired  from  the  United 
Stnte»,  on  tho  same  terms  and  in  tho  same 
manner  as  the  other  States  of  said  Confed- 
eracy have  done  in  like  oases." 

This  convention — concluded  on  the 
7th — was  submitted  to  tho  Legisla- 
ture, still  in  secret  session,  and  rati- 
iied :  in  Senate,  Yeas  i-ij  xsuys  6; 
absent  or  not  voting,  5.  In  the  House, 
Yeas  48;  Kays  16;  absent  or  not 
▼oting,  18.  liiis  Legislature  had,  on 
the  preceding  day,pa88ed  an  ordinance 
of  Sooession,  whereof  the&sttwo,and 
most  essential,  articles  are  as  follows: 
FireA:  Wa,  tha  people  of  the  State  of 

**]Iajl,18eL 
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Tennessee,  waiving  an  expression  of  opinion 
tm  to  the  abstract  doctrine  of  seoeMion,  bnt 
usertin;;  the  right,  as  a  free  and  independ- 
ent pcn[ile,  to  dter,  reform  or  abolish  our 
fi)rfn  of  povernmcnt  in  such  manner  as  we 
think  proper,  do  ordain  and  declare  that  all 
the  laws  and  ordinances  by  which  the  State 
of  Toiinossi'o  Itocaitic  n  iiu'inViiT  of  the  Fe<lo- 
ral  Union  of  the  United  btates  of  Aniurica 
are  hereby  abrogated  and  annalled,  and  that 
all  obHgati«)n9  on  our  part  he  vvitlnlrawn 
therefrom;  and  we  do  hereby  resume  all  tlio 
rightA,  functions  nml  powera,  whtdi,  by  an y 
of  said  lawH  and  oriiinaTU'es,  wore  conveyed 
tt)  tiie  Gtjvei  iiiiicnt  ni  the  Unitefl  States,  and 
absolve  ourselves  from  til  the  obli;;ation8, 
restraints  and  duties,  incurred  thereto ;  and 
do  hereby  henceforth  become  a  free,  sover- 
dlgti  and  independent  State. 

**Seeond:  We,  fortUermore,  declare  and 
eirdain  that  Ardele  10,  sections  1  and  9  of 

the  ('onstitution  of  the  >tate  of  Teiinossoe, 
which  requires  members  of  the  (ieneral  As- 
Mrmhly,  and  all  officers,  civil  and  military, 
to  take  an  oath  to  snpport  the  Con.stitution 
of  the  United  States,  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  abrogated  and  annnlled.  and  alt  parts 
of  tlic  t'onrititution  of  the  State  of  Tennessee 
makin;;  citizen.ship  of  the  United  States  a 
qualification  for  office,  and  recognizing  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  as  the 
supreme  law  of  tliis  State,  are,  iu  like  man- 
ner, alwogated  and  annnlled." 

This  Ordinance,  vrith  a  pendant 
piroTidiiig  for  the  adoption  of  the 
Oonfedentte  Constitation,  was  nomi- 
nallj  submitted  to  a  popular  vote  of 
tlie  State,  to  be  taken  on  tlie  8th  of 
June  ensuing ;  but  sucli  a  subniission, 
after  "  all  the  public  ])r(»[)orty,  naval 
stores  and  munitions  of  war"  and  the 
whole  "  military  operations,  olfensive 
and  defensive,  of  the  said  State," 
were  placed  **  under  the  chief  control 
and  direction  of  the  President  of  the 
Gonftderato  States,**  was,  of  conzse, 
afioxse.'* 

**  thgLomlwakJwnaiiif  Hay  13th,  said: 

"Tlie  spirit  of  Secession  appears  lo  have 
reached  its  culminating  point  in  Tennessee. 
Certaialj,  the  fell  spirithai,  as  yet,  reached  no 
hij^r  point  of  outrageous  tyranny  The  whole 
of  tlie  late  proceeding  in  TenBOesee  has  been  as 
gross  an  ontrnpe  as  ever  was  perpetrated  by 
the  worst  tyrant  of  all  the  earth.  The  wholo 
Secession  moTement,  on  the  part  of  the  Lcgi^ln- 
tareof  that  State,  haa  been  fanrlaai^  Tiolentaikl 


The  network  (»f  railroads  checker- 
ing the  State,  and  especially  the  great 
line  connecting  Virginia,  through 
KnozviQe  and  Chattanooga,  with  Ihe 
€!ottoii  States,  was  instantly  covered 
with  Rebel  soldiers,  and  all  freedom 
of  opinion  and  expression,  on  tlio  side 
of  the  T"''!iion,  conii)l(^tcly  crushed  out. 
Gov.  Harris,  on  the  2-ith  of  June,  is- 
sued his  proclaniution,  declaring  that 
the  vote  of  the  8th  had  resulted  as 
foUowB : 

Separdlion.  JTo  B^pnralion. 

East  Tennessee   14,780  82.923 

Middle    "    68,265  8.1!>8 

West  "  ....  29.127  6,117 
Military  Camps. . . .     2,741  (none) 


Total   104.913  47,238 

But  a  Convention  of  the  people 
of  East  Tennessee — a  region  wherein 
the  immense  preponderance  of  Union 
sentiment  still  commanded  some  de- 
gree of  freedom  fbr  Unionists^— held 
at  Ghreenville  on  the  17th,  and  where- 
in thirty-one  ooonties  were  represent- 
ed by  delegates,  adopted  a  declaration 
of  grievances,  wherein  they  say : 

We,  the  peoole  of  East  Tenneaaee,  agaia 
Assembled  in  a  ConT«ntion  of  onr  denitatea, 

make  the  following  declaration  in  adoiUon 
to  that  heretofore  promulgated  by  na  at 
Enoxyflle,  on  the  SOth  and  81st  days  of  Hay 

lost: 

"  So  far  as  wo  can  leom,  the  election  held 
in  tlii^  State  on  the  8th  day  of  the  present 
month  was  free,  with  btit  few  exceptions,  in 
no  part  of  tlie  State,  other  than  Kost  Ten- 
n  ciksee .  the  larger  portion  of  Middle  nd 
West  Tennessee,  no  speeches  or  discnfjsions 
in  favor  of  the  Union  were  pc'nnitte<l.'* 
Union  papers  were  not  allowed  to  eirrulate. 
Meassree  were  taken,  in  aome  parte  of  West 
Tenneaaee,  in  defiance  of  the  Oonadtntioii 
and  Unra  which  allow  folded  ticketa,  to  havo 


tumtdtooDS.  The  pretense  of  submitting  the 

Ordinance  of  Pcocssion  to  the  vote  of  the  people 
of  the  State,  after  placing  her  military  power 
and  rcsoiiri'e.s  ut  tho  disposal  and  under  tho 
GOffimand  of  the  Confederate  States  without  any 
authority  fhm  the  peopte,  ia  as  hitter  and  hno- 
Icnt  a  mockery  of  pepolar  H^bta  as  the  human 
mind  could  invent 

*  An  attenipt)  a  short  time  hefore  the  electioiw 


> 
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t]ic  ballotA  numbered  ia  such  maDoer  as  to 
mark  and  expote  the  Union  votera.  A  Dis- 
union paper,  The  yashviUe  GauiU'.,  in  urg- 
iafi  the  people  to  voto  an  open  ticket,  de- 
clftre<l  that  *o  thief  takes  a  poeket-book  or 
rui  entrance  into  forbidden  pluses  by 
Btcalihy  moans — a  torj,  iu  vobiag,  usually 
o-htpt^  pretty  much  the  same  mode  of  pro- 
ce'liirc.'  I  )i-iiiniani.sts.  in  in  uiv  plarrH.  h:id 
chui^o  of  tho  polls;  and  Union  men.  when 
▼otln:?,  wore  denounced  as  Linoolnites  and 
Abolitionists.  Tlio  nnaniinity  of  the  vo  es 
in  many  largo  couDfi^"*,  where,  but  a  few 
weeks  affo,  the  l'tili>ti  >.>ntitncnt  was  so 
Btron;jr,  |)r<>vos  lioyoinl  doiiht  thnt  Uuioti 
men  were  ov'  rn'.vc  1  by  the  tyranny  of  the 
military  law.  imI  t!ie  .still  proator  tyranny 
of  a  corrupt  and  subsidized  press.  *  *  * 
"Volant<>ors  were  allowed  to  rote  in  and  out 
of  llic  State,  in  Ila.rraiit  vii>latii>n  of  t'.io  Con- 
stltuttoa.  From  the  inoinout  the  cluction 
was  over,  and  iiefore  any  detailed  statement 
()'■  ;!io  vote  in  t!ie  di'.f  ri'nt  couiiti li  1 1 
been  published,  and  betoro  it  was  po-^-^iijlo 
to  ascertain  t!io  result,  it  was  exnltin^ly 
procloini'.'d  tluit  So]iarati!»ii  ha  1  been  oarried 
orfroni  filiy  tu  .Hovcnty  tlionnand  votes.  This 
wan  t  )  prepare  the  public  mind,  to  enable 
the  Soeessiiini.sts  to  hold  possession  of  tlio 
State,  tliougli  they  should  bo  in  a  minority. 
The  iinal  result  is  to  bo  announced  by  a  Dis- 
union Governor,  whose  existence  depends 
upon  tho  success  of  Secession;  and  no  pro- 
risian  is  made  by  law  for  an  examination  of 
tho  vote  by  disinterested  persons,  or  even  for 
oontestinK  the  election.  For  these  and  other 
causes.  Wo  d  )  not  re:rard  tlie  result  of  t!ie 
election  as  oxprcesivo  of  the  will  of  a  lUiyor- 
it/  of  the  freemen  of  Tennessee.'* " 

The  |>e<»ple  of  Eiist  Tennessee — a 
moantaiiioiL-s,  pastoral  ivp^ion,  like 
New  Ilaiiipshiro  or  tlio  Tyrol,  where- 
in SlftTory  nerer  had  and  never  could 
have  an;  substantial  foothold — she 
having  about  one  slave  to  ^twenty 

to  holi  a  Union  roeetiug  at  Pari),  Tonn.,  roaulted 
in  Uie  death  of  two  Union  men — shot  by  tho 
Disunion! '^t ' ;  and  a  notice  that  IIo:i.  Emerson 
Elhorid^  would  epoakat  Trentua,  Teua^  oUcicod 
the  fbUowingoorrespoodenoe: 

"Trrntoh,  Tk\x.,  April  Ifl,  1861. 
"To  J.  D.  C.  ATKIX8  anil  11.  G.  rAVNB- 

"EtheriU^  Rpcaks  hero  on  Friday.  Be  here 
to  answer  li. in  Friday  or  ne.xt  <lay." 

The  following  i3  tlie  answer  to  the  above  r 
"Mwrns,  April  1«,  1801. 

**  T>  M-'irf.  •    1  -Mii't  find  Atkin-". 

Oan't  oomo  at  that  limo.  If  KthoridRO  sjieaks 
for  the  South,  we  have  no  reply.  If  against  it, 


freemen  - —  earnestly  petitioned  and 
entreated  pcrniij?.sion  to  reinuin  in 
the  Union  ;  and,  if  the  re.sichic  of  tho 
State  wore  resolved  to  go  out,  then 
they  asked  of  it  to  be  set  off  and 
quit-claimed,  so  that  thejr  might  en> 
joj  **  the  xighti  as  a  free  and  inde- 
pendent people,  to  alter,  reform,  or 
aboli.-^h  our  form  of  government  in 
such  manner  as  we  see  proper,"  wliieh 
the  h'2i>lator.^  of  their  State,  in  their 
Onlinanee  of  Siice.s.sion,  had  solemnly 
asserted.  But  they  were  at  once  given 
to  understand  that  this  could  not  be 
granted.  The  right  aforesaid  was 
recognized  by  the  Confederates  as 
inhering  in  all  who  sought  to  destroj 
tho  Union,  not  in  those  who  es.-ayed 
to  preserve  or  adhere  to  it.  So  East 
Tennessee — ^i.iolated  from  her  natural 
ullii'.A  l)v  tho  shameful  ncutralitv  of 
Kentucky  —  was  ruthlessly  tramj)lcd 
under  tho  iron  heel  of  the  Ilebellion. 
Her  bolder  Unionists  were  shot  down 
like  wolves,  or  hung  by  scores  like 
sheep-stealing  dogs ;  while  those  more 
cunti  »u;^  or  reticent  were  outlawed 
and  hunted  from  their  State.  For 
weary  montlis  and  years,  she  lay 
helple.si  and  M-'i'iiinn;  in  tlie  gra.^p 
of  lier  l)L)o(l-thir.-tv  f  )es,  wliile  tliou- 
bands  of  her  sons  were  torn  from  their 
homes  by  a  merciless  eonscription, 
and  compelled  to  fight  and  die  for 
the  traitorous  cause  tiiey  abhorred. 

our  only  aiuwer  to  Ami  tutd  hit  baekera  must  At 
eoUtMoMi MIeb.  B.  G.  PAm." 

"Parnm  Browolow,  in  hie  "Bxperlenoea 

among  tho  Rebels,"  saya: 

"For  Separation  and  Bopreeentation  at  lUcli- 
mond,  Rsst  Tennessee  gave  14,7<HI  votes.  One* 

h  t!/  iif  th-tt  numhr-r  iri  e  li-h  I  troopi,  hnnng  vo 
(itUJiiirit  I  u  iilf-r  t'/ir;  Con^^titution  to  t  ote  ul  mnj  rl*-c- 
li'i'i.  F.)r  Xo  Hoparation  and  No  Itepresenta- 
tion,  East  Tonncsaeo  gave  3.1,000  straight'Out 
Uainn  votes,  with  at  loa^t  S.OfM)  qnlet  citizens 
d(<torrr»fl  fn>ni  coming  out  Vtv  thr  .'ats  of  vio'etii-o 
nnd  by  tho  prenenco  of  drunken  troops  at  the 
polla  to  insult  them.** 
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The  State  of  !N'oiiTir  Carolina, 
though  never  deliberatelj  and  intel- 
ligently hostile  to  tlie  Union,  became 
a  much  easier  prey  to  the  conepira- 
ton.  Her  Democratic  Legialatore — 
reconvened  at  Kalclgh,  November 
19th,  1860 — had  refused,  a  month 
later,  to  pass  a  bill  to  arm  the  State, 
tliougli  visited  and  entreated  to  that 
end  by  lion.  Jacob  Tliompson,  then 
a  member  of  Mi\  Luehanan's  Cabi- 
net; and  had  adjourned**  without 
even  calling  a  Convention.  This,  ius 
we  have  Been,  did  not  prevent  Gov. 
Ellis  taking  military  possession  of  the 
Federal  forts  near  Beaufort  and  Wil- 
minf^ton  (January  2d),  on  tlie  pretext 
that,  if  he  did  not  do  if.  ii  inob  would ! 
lie  proceeded  to  reconvene  the  Legis- 
lature in  extra  tession,  and  to  worry 
it  into  calling  a  Ckmvention;  for 
which,  an  election  was  duly  held." 
Bnt  the  act  making  this  call  provi- 
ded that  the  people,  when  electing 
del^^tei^,  mi;:;! it  vote  that  the  Con- 
vention should  or  slionld  not  meet. 
They  profited  by  the  gi'acious  ]>er- 
mission,  and,  while  electing;  a  T^nion 
Convention  by  au  iuimensc  majority, 
voted — to  guard  ag&lnet  accidents — 
that  the  Convention  should  not  meet : 
Iheir  vote-<-qnito  a  heavy  one-HStand- 
J^itr  holding,  40,(172;  Arjiiinst 


in*; 


holding,  47,323 :  majority  for  No  Con- 
vention, 05 1.  Thia  vote  temporarily 
checked  all  open,  aggre^^ive  move- 
ment- in  the  interest  of  Disunion,  but 
did  not  arrest  nor  diminish  the  eilbrts 
of  its  champions.  On  the  contrary,  a 
great  State  Bights  Convention  was 
aaaemhled  at  Baleigh  on  the  22d  of 
March,  and  largely  attended  by  lead- 
ing Disunionists  from  South  Carolina, 
Yirprinia,  and  other  States.  Its  spirit 
and  its  demonstrations  left  no  doubt 


of  the  fixed  resolve  of  the  master- 
spirits to  take  their  State  out  of  the 
Union,  even  in  defiance  of  a  majority 
of  her  voters.  Bnt  they  concluded 
to  await  the  opp<»rtuni1y  «which  South 
Carolina  was  preparing.  This  oppcnr- 
tunity  was  tlie  taking  of  Fort  Snra- 
tcr;  Avhen  G(A-.  Ellis  proceeded  to 
seize  the  U.  S.  Branch  Mint  at  Char- 
lotte" and  the  Federal  Arsenal  at  Fay- 
etteville;"  and  thereupon"  to  call  an 
extra  session  of  the  Legislature.  This 
session  commenced  Hay  1st,  and  in 
a  tbvf  days  thereafter  resulted  in  the 
passage  of  the  following: 

"  Whrnax,  By  nn  unwarranted  and  nnpro- 
ccdcQtcd  usurpation  of  power  by  the  Ad- 
ministration at  Washin^n  City,  tho  Got- 
ernment  of  tl:o  United  States  of  America  has 
been  subverted ;  ami  trhemut,  llui  honor,  dig- 
nity, and  welfare,  of  tlio  peoi)lo  of  North  Car- 
olina imperatively  demand  that  they  .should 
resist,  at  all  ha/:unls,  sueh  u^urjiation;  and 
vKerenM,  there  is  nn  actual  state  of  revolu- 
tion existing  in  North  Carolina,  and  oar  sis- 
ter State  of  Virginia,  making  common  eame 
with  na,  ia  threatened  witli  invasion  bjtiM 
said  Adminiatration ;  now,  tlierei'ore, 

**Jte»ifhed,  That  ma  ExoeHenoy,  tiio  Gor- 
ernor,  ho  authorized  to  tender  to  Virginia,  or 
to  the  Covernuient  of  tli«- ConlVderatciStatea, 
sueh  portion  of  our  voluiit<'er  loreesnow,  or 
that  niav  l>o  hereafter,  under  liis  conunand, 
iis  may  not  bo  ikeccK;»iry  lor  the  immediate 
dafenae  of  North  CaroUnik" 

The  Legislature  proceeded  at  once 
to  call  a  Convention;  delegates  to  he 

elected  on  the  13th,  and  the  Conven- 
tion to  a?scmhlc  on  the  20th.  On 
that  (lav,  the  Convention  assenihled 
— having  Leen  elected  under  the  in- 
llucnee  uf  the  Fort  Sumter  efiVrvcs- 
ceneo  and  of  uuch  aaaertioutJ  as  are 
contained  in  the  preamble  jnst  quo- 
ted. Mr.  Thomas  L.  Clingman,  late 
of  the  IT.  8.  Senate,  having  been 
delegated  by  the  Legislatm^  to  the 
Ckmfederate  Congress  at  Montgom- 
ery, on  the  14tli.  suhmitted  to  that 
body  the  ibllowing : 


22d. 


*  Janiiai7S0,1861.      "April  20th.        April  224     "April  26th. 
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"  Resolution,  authorizing  the  Ocvemor  to 
%M  all  the  poteen  of  the  State^  eveil  and 
militari/,  conitietent  toith  the  Constitution, 
to  protect  the  pertone  and  property  qf  our 
eitizent,  and  to  maiiUain  and  dtfend  the 
honor  of  North  C<iroliha. 

Whereae^hQ  Consiitutioa  of  the  United 
States  has  been  entirely  subverted,  and  its 
Guvcniiiiriit  h:is  boon  convcr'cd  into  u  iiiili- 
tar/  duspotisiu,  by  tlie  udurpatioas  of  the 
AdiDtaistnition  of  Abraham  Lincoln ;  And 
tPherens.  the  sa'ul  Abraham  Lincoln  bas  pro- 
mulfjated  a  proclamation  doclaririi^  tlie  poru 
of  North  Carolina  in  a  state  of  blockade, 
and  directing  our  sbips  engaged  in  lawful 
ooiiiiiicrcu  to  be  hciz 'd  ;  Aitd  icherent^  such 
moasares  are,  bj  the  laws  of  cinlized  na- 
tions, only  to  be  resorted  to  against  a  foreign 
State,  and  one  against  wbicb  war  has  been 
declared;  An'l  trfirrraif,  Nortli  ('amrma  lias 
no  alteruAtive,  consistent  with  her  sal'ety 
and  honor,  bat  to  accept  the  poritioa  thns 
asi^tgncd  to  lu  r.  ii<  brim:  that  of  an  inde- 
pendent and  foreign  State : 

**  Therefore,  be  it  reaolved.  That  the  Gov- 
ernor is  liereby  authorized  to  use  all  the 
powers  of  the  State,  civil  and  military,  con- 
sistent wifli  the  Oonstitntion,  to  protect  the 
])ersi)ns  and  jiropcrty  of  our  citizens,  and  to 
maintain  and  dol'uud  the  honor  of  ^t'ortii 
Carolina. 

"A  trno  copy,  from  the  ininutO'^  of  Ibo 
House  of  Coiiiinons  of  North  Carolina. 

*'  £dwa.bd  Oantwelx,  C.  H.  0." 

By  6iicli  statements,  wholly  un- 
contradicted, the  loyalty  and  patriot- 
ism of  X.-i  tli  Carolina  were,  for  tho 
nioiuciit,  uitorly  purulv/^ed.  Tlie  ]>et)- 
plo,  assured  l>y  those?  tlicy  liad  leuruetl 
to  trust  that  the  Federal  Government 
had  been  utterly  subverted  hy  usurp- 
ation, and  that  a  military  despotism, 
headed  by  Abraham  l^incolii,  was 
making  unproYoked  war  upon  them, 
which  their  honor  and  their  interests 
alike  required  them  to  resist,  were 
p:i-.-^ive,  bewildered  and  ll^lj)l(:'^.s  in- 
struments in  tho  hands  (d"  the  con- 
6i)ir;vtors.  The  Convention,  on  the 
very  day  of  its  aasembliiig,  passe<i  an 
Ordinance  of  Secession  by  a  unani- 
mous vote,  and  forthwith  linked  the 
efforts  and  fortunes  of  North  Carolina 
with  those  of  the  traitors,  by  adopting 


and  ratifying  the  Confederate  Consti- 
tution. 

It  lias  been  widely  represented, 
and,  to  some  extent,  believed,  that 
the  fafluie  of  the  Peace  Conference 
or  Congress,  BO  called,  with  the  re- 
fusal of  the  Bepublicans  to  pass  the 
Crittenden  Compromise,  backed  by 
President  Lincoln's  Inaugural,  was 
generally  received  throughout  tlie 
Slave  States  as  a  declaration  of  war 
on  the  Syuth,  and,  as  such,  resented 
by  large  and  controlling  acquisitions 
to  tho  ranks  of  the  Disunionists  in  the 
hitherto  unseoeded  States.  The  true 
view  is  widely  different  from  this. 
We  have  seen  that  the  Viririiiia  Con- 
vention  refused,  so  late  as  April  4th, 
by  a  vote  of  nearly  two  to  on^  to 
pass  an  Ordinance  of  Secession. 

Tiie  Arkansas  Convejition  assem- 
bled about  the  1st  of  March  ;  and, 
on  tho  16th,  was  waited  ou  by  AVil- 
liam  S.  Oldham,  a  member  of  the 
Confederate  CongresB  and  a  Com- 
missioner firom  Jefferson  Davis,  bear> 
ing  a  message  from  that  potentate, 
dated  March  9th — four  days  after  the 
adjournment  of  Congress,  and  when 
the  contents  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  In- 
augural were  tamiliar  to  the  entire 
South.  The  Convention  listened  to 
Mr.  Davis's  letter,  wherein  he  dilated 
on  the  identity  of  institutions  and  of 
interests  between  his  Confederacy  and 
the  State  of  Arkansas,  urging  the 
adhesion  of  the  latter  to  tlie  former; 
and,  after  taking  two  days  to  delibe- 
rate, a  majority — 39  to  35 — voted 
not  to  secede  from  the  Union.  Tho 
Convention  proceeded,  however,  to 
resolve  that  a  vote  of  the  people  of 
their  State  should  be  taken  on  the 
1st  of  August  ensuing — the  ballots 
reading  ''Secession''  or  ''Codpenk 
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tion"— lihe  Oosvention  to  etuid  «d- 
joiumed  to  Angnst  17fh ;  when,  if  it 
should  appear  that  Seeeanon  had  re- 

ceived  a  majority,  this  should  be 
r^arded  as  an  inBtructioii  from  tlieir 
OOnstitiieiits  to  pass  tlie  Ordinance, 
"wliicli  tliey  hud  now  rejected ;  and 
Fo,  iKivinjx  elected  five  dele<;ates  to  a 
proposed  Conference  of  the  Border 
Stotes,  at  Frankfort,  Ky.,  May  27th. 
ihe  Oonvention  stood  a^onmed. 
Yet  this  identical  Oonvention  was 
reoonvened  upon  the  reception  of 
tiie  news  from  Fort  Sumter,  and 
proceeded,  with  little  hesitatioTi,  to 
pass  an  Ordiniinco  of  Secesf^ion," 
bv  a  vote  of  09  to  1.    That  Ordi- 

ft.' 

nance  asserts  that  this  Convention, 
by  resolves  adopted  March  11th,  had 
pledged  ''the  State  of  Arkansas  to 
resist  to  the  last  eztremily  any  at* 
tempt  on  the  part  of  sach  power  to 
COSrce  anv  State  that  seceded  from 
the  old  TJnion."  The  Ordinance 
proceeds  to  Bet  forth  that  the  Lejjis- 
lature  of  Arkansas  had,  on  tlie  18th 
of  Octoljor,  1836,  by  virtue  of  au- 
thority vested  therein  by  tlie  Con- 
yention  which  framed  the  State  Oon- 
stitnlion,  adopted  certain  proposjitions 
made  to  that  State  by  Congress,  which 
propositions  "were  freely  accepted, 
ratified,  and  irrevocably  confirmed, 
as  articles  of  comjiact  and  union  be- 
tween tlie  State  i>f  Arkiinsas  and  tlie 
United  States;"'  which  inwocdhle 
compact  this  Convention  proceeded 
fomially  to  reoeke  and  annnl,  and  to 
declare  "repealed,  abrogated,  and 
folly  set  aside,"  by  the  identical  act 
which  withdraws  Arkansas  from  the 
Union  and  absolves  its  citizens  from 
all  allegiance  to  its  Government ! 

The  nieanini;  of  this  mav  not  be 
understood  withont  explanation.  The 


soil  or  pahlio  lands  of  Arkansas^ 
befiyre  there  was  any  sach  Steto  or 
Territoiy,  had  belonged  folly  and 

absolutely  to  the  Union,  having  been 
acqnired  by  it  in  the-purchase  of  Loui- 
siana. To  that  s(»il,  thus  purchased 
and  paid  for,  and  the  Indian  title 
thereto  at  a  still  furtlier  cost  ex- 
tinguished. Congress  had  not  chosen, 
either  to  alienate  or  imperil  its  title 
1  V  the  creation  and  acbniflsion  of 
the  State  of  Arkansas.  As  a  prere- 
quisite, thorefiHre,  of  such  admission, 
said  State  was  required  to  enter  into 
an  irrevocable  compact  never  to  claim 
nor  exercise  ownership  of  said  public 
lands,  until  that  title  should  be  ceded 
and  conveyed,  u2)on  due  considera- 
tion, by  the  Union,  to  individual  or 
other  purchasers.  Having  thus 
come  a  Stote  and  been  admitted  into 
the  Union  by  virtue  of  this  irre- 
vocable compact,  Arkansas  proceeds 
to  revoke  the  compact  and  seize  the 
lands  I 

Tlie  'conservatives'  in  the  Conven- 
tion— that  is,  those  who  were  oj^poscd 
to  Secession  at  its  earlier  meeting — 
now  issued  an  address^  justifying 
thdr  change  of  position  by  the  foct 
that  the  Federal  GovemmOTt  had 
determined  to  use  force  against  the 
seceded  States,  and  adding : 

**  Th»  So^ith  ia  '  our  country;*  and,  whila 

ve  are  satisHcd  that,  ap  to  the  niomeDt 
when  the  Government  committed  the  foBj 
and  wickedness  of  making  w  ar  uj>on  the 
seceded  States,  the  cooservative  oartjr  ia 
Arkansas  was  largely  in  the  ascendant,  ire 
cannot  believe  that  lior  foil  h  polluted  by  a 
being  base  and  cowardly  enough  to  stop  to 
eonnder,  in  casting  his  lot  In  the  unequal 
strufi^gle  in  which  <<ho  is  engagedj  wbether 
she  is  'right  or  wronir.' " 

Tlic*  conservatism'  of  the^e  gentle- 
men, it  seems,  had  not  been  Bhoeked 
hy  the  military  seizure  hy  Secession- 
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ieta,  two  weeks  previous,  of  the  Fede- 
ral arsenal  at  Xapoleon,"  o  >ntaining 
12,000  Springfield  muskets  and  a  large 
amount  of  munitions  and  stores;  nor 
by  tliat  of  Fori  Smitli/*  also  eon- 
taiuiug  valuable  deposits  of  arms, 
mimitioiiBy  and  Indian  goods.  These, 
and  many  kindred  acts  of  violence 
and  ontrage  on  the  side  of  disunion, 
had  been  committed  without  a  shadow 
of  disguise,  and  with  no  othi^  excuse 
than  the  treason  of  the  perjM^trators 
• — Solon  Eorlund.  late  T'.  S.  Senator, 
liaviug  led  the  party  that  captured 
Fort  Smith.  '  Coercion '  was  ab- 
horred and  execrated  only  when  ex- 
ercised in  defense  of  the  ITnion. 

Missouri  was  found  in  a  most  an- 
omalous condition  on  the  brealvijiij 
out  of  the  great  struggle,  destined  so 
Bcverely  to  try  her  integrity,  as  well 
as  that  of  the  nation.  Though  her 
slaves  were  less  than  a  tenth  of  her 
total  population,  and  her  real  inter- 
ests were  bound  up  in  the  triumph 
of  Free  Labor  and  the  maintenance 
of  the  Union,  yet  her  managing  poli- 
ticians, of  the  Calhoun  or  extreme 
pro-slavery  school,  had  contrived  for 
years  to  wield  and  enjoy  her  power 
and  patronage,  by  keeping  a  lirm 
and  skillful  hold  on  the  madiinery  of 
the  Democratio  party.  They  had 
thus  succeeded,  tiirough  a  lung  and 
bitter  can va8S,in hunting  Col.  Thomas 
II.  Benton— once  the  autocrat  of  the 
State— out  of  the  Senate,  and,  ulti- 
mately, out  of  public  lifi'.  In  ac- 
cordance with  their  settled  policy, 
the  most  of  them  had  professed  to 
support  Senator  Douglas  tor  Presi- 
dent in  1860 ;  and,  on  the  strength 
of  their  regularity  as  Democrats,  had 
elected  Claiborne  F.  Jackson  as  Gov- 

••Aprfl23d.  ** April  24th.    "Jan.  6th,  1801. 
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ernoT,  Thomas  C.  Reynolds  as  Lieut. 
Governor,  and  a  Legislature  eitl!<  r 
thoroughly  committed  or  easily  mold- 
ed to  their  ultimate  Bchemes. 

Of  tliis  TiCgislature,  the  Semite  ha<l 
instructed'"  its  Committee  on  Federal 
Relations  to  report  a  hiU  calling  a 
State  Convention,  which,  in  due  time, 
became  a  law."  The  Conyention 
was  accordingly  chosen  and  held; 
but,  when  it  came  to  assemble,  not 
one  avowed  Disunionist  was  found 
among  its  members.  Even  Sterling 
Price,  a  Deuiocratic  ex-Governor, 
w  ho  in  due  time  became  one  of  the 
ablest  and  most  successful  of  Bebd 
Gknerals,  had  secured  his  election 
only  by  a  profession  of  TJiuonisin. 
Its  Committee  on  Federal  T^t  l;itl<  ti-, 
through  its  Chairman,  Judge  H.  li. 
Gamble,"  rejiorted  at  length,  on  the 
0th  of  I\r!ircli — four  days  afti  r  Mr. 
Lincohi's  Inaugural  liad  l>eeii  read 
all  over  the  country — in  pointed  op- 
position to  the  TiewB  of  the  Dia- 
unionists.  After  discussing  the  quefr* 
tions  which  agitated  the  country  teom 
a  Southern  jioint  of  view,  with  the 
usual  complaints  of  Xorthem  fanati- 
cism, intermeddling,  and  aggression, 
eojideinning  coercion,  whether  em- 
ployed liy  or  against  the  seceded 
States,  and  warmly  indorsing  the 
Crittenden  Compromise,  the  Conven- 
tion, on  the  reportof  this  Committee, 

liCJioheJ,  That  at  present,  tlicro  no 
n<1equute  oauso  tu  impel  31i8.soiin  tu  diH^ulvo 
licr  connectiiMi  with  tho  Federal  Union; 
liut,  on  tho  fi>ntr;irv,  she  will  lahor  for  ^^uch 
an  a<lju.Htniciit  uf  tiio  existing  troubles  aa 
w  ill  sc<-are  peace,  rights,  sod  equality,  to  all 
the  States. 

"  Retohe'f,  That  tlio  people  of  this  State 
are  devotedly  attached  to  tlio  iiistitntioii!*  of 
our  country,  and  earnestly  desire  that,  by  a 
fair  and  amicable  a^jaatment,  tlie  present 
cansea  of  disagreemetit  m^jr  be  removed, 

"Jan.  16th.    "Afterward  made  (jtoraBor. 
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the  Union  perpetiuted,  and  peace  and  har- 
mony reitored  between  the  Korth  and  the 

Bouih." 

And  hereupon  the  Convention  ad- 
jonnicd "  to  the  third  Monday  in 
December,  after  ajipointing  seven  del- 
egates  to  the  proposed  Border-State 
CoDYaition,  and  a  Committee  with 
power  to  call  an  earUer  meeting  of 
this  body,  if  deemed  neceasaiy. 

The  Legialatore,  however,  remain- 
ed in  Bcssion,  com]»lotely  nnder  the 
control  of  Gov.  Jackson  and  his  Dis- 
union allies;  and  one  of  itrf  nio^it 
notai)lc  acts  provided  d  metropolitan 
police  for  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  under 
the  control  of  five  OommieaionerB,  to 
he  appointed  hy  the  Govemor ;  wb<  >, 
of  course,  took  care  that  a  decided 
majority  of  them  should  be  Seces- 
sion ists.  Thus,  the  practical  control 
of  tlio  chief  citv  of  tlie  State,  and  of 
the  entire  Missouri  valley,  was  seized 
by  the  enemies  of  the  Union. 

Fort  buniter  having  been  captured, 
and  a  most  inmlting,  d^ant  refhsal 
returned  to  the  President's  reqoiaition 
for  troope  by  Gov.  Jackson,  he  pro- 
(  oeded"  to  call  an  extra  session  of 
liis  Legislature,  to  begin  May  2d, 
*'for  the  purpose  of  enacting  Buch 
laws  and  ado^itinLC  sucli  measures  as 
may  be  necessary  fur  tlie  more  jier- 
fect  organization  and  e(pupmeut  of 
the  Militia  of  this  State,  and  to  raise 
money  and  such  other  means  as  may 
be  required  toplaoothe  State  in  a 
proper  attitude  of  defense."  Orders 
wore  issued  In- his  Adjutant-General, 
Hough,  to  the  Militia  oflicers  of  tlie 
State,  to  ai'semhlo  their  respective 
commands  May  3d,  to  go  into  encamp- 


ment for  a  week.  The  L^islatnre 
Laving  been  on  that  day  reconvoied 
by  hhn,  the  Governor  transmitted 
to  it  a  Message,  denouncing  the  Pre- 
sident's call  for  troops  as  "  unconsti- 
tutional and  illej^al,  tendinis:  toward 
a  consolidated  desjiotism."  Tliongh 
he  did  not  venture,  directly,  to  ad- 
vocate secession,  he  did  all  he  could 
and  dared  to  promote  it ;  urging  the 
Legislature  to  appropriate  a  huge 
som  to  arm  the  State  and  place  it  in 
a  posture  of  defense;  He  said : 

"  Our  intt  rf.>t-i  atul  syrnpatliics  are  idonti- 
col  with  tLo60  of  the  slaveliolding  StutvH, 
and  neoesaarily  unite  our  destiny  with  thcira. 
Tlie  siinilanty  of  our  social  juxl  ]i(ilitiial  in- 
stitutions, our  industriiU  interests,  our  syni- 
I  ulh!«s,  habita,  and  tastes,  our  common  ori- 
r-'iti,  territorial  conjrruity,  all  conriw  in  poitit- 
injr  out  our  duty  in  regard  to  tliO  separation 
DOW  tnkitiL:  ])laco  betwoea  ^6  States  of  the 
old  Federal  Union." 

The  Lci^islatnrc  obsequiously  o])ey- 
ed  liis  behests  ;  giving  him,  so  far 
it  ei>nld,  the  entire  control  of  tlio 
militiiry  and  pecuniary  resources  of 
the  States 

Had  not  these  machinations  been 
countervailed,  2fisB0uri  would  have 
soon  fallen  as  helplessly  and  passively 
into  the  hands  of  the  Confederates 
as  did  Xortli  Carolina  or  Arkansas. 
Iler  >lavcliolders,  though  not  numer- 
ous, I'on -titutcd  her  ]^olitical  and  so- 
cial arislocracv.  Thev  were  lai'go 
landholders,  mainly  settlod  in  the 
fertile  counties"  stretched  along  both 
banks  of  the  ICisBouri  river,  t^ugh 
the  heart  of  the  State,  and  exerting  a 
potent  control  over  the  poorer,  less 
intelligent,  and  less  influential  pio- 
neers, who  thinly  overspread  the  ru- 
ral counties  north  and  south  of  them. 


^  March  2  J<1. 


April  2*J<1. 


"or  the  114,905  slaves  held  in  1860  in  the  en- 
tire State^  no  less  than  90,300  were  lield  in  tirelTe 

Counties  stretcliing  along  the  Sfissonrl  rivrr: 
Viz:  Boone,  5,034;  CalUwajr,  4,621 ;  ChaiitoD, 


2,8:!7;  Clay,  3.4r,(;;  Cooper,  3,800;  TToward, 
5,880;  Jackson,  3,94^;  I«&jette,  G,3ti7 ;  Pike, 
4,056;  Platte,  S,31S;  8t  Charlee,  2,181 ;  Saline, 
4,87c.  Probably  two-thirds  of  all  the  slaves  ia 
ihs  State  were  beld  withia  SOnuleeof  tlutilTer. 
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The  mercantile  aristocracy  of  St. 
Louis  was  predominantly  devoted  to 
their  siii>|)o;;cd  interests  and  docile  to 
their  coniniands.  But  for  St.  Louis 
on  one  side  and  Kansas  on  the  other, 
Missouri  could  scarcely  have  been 
saved.  But  Kansas  had  a  population 
whom  the  rough  experiences  of  pre- 
vious years  had  educated  into  deadly 
liostihty  to  the  Slave  Power  ;  while 
St.  Louis  possessed,  in  her  liberty- 
loving  Germans,  in  lior  intelligent 
and  uncompromising  citizens  of  east- 
ern line.age,  and  in  The  Sf.  Ijmus 
Demoarat — a  journal  of  liigh  charac- 
ter and  extensive  influence^  which 
oould  neither  be  bon^t  nor  fright- 
ened into  recreancy  to  the  interests 
of  Free  Labor — the  elements  of  pow- 
erful resistance  to  the  meditated  trea- 
son. Although  tlie  Governor  luid  so 
promptly  and  abusively  ropelled  Pre- 
sident Lin('(»lirs  n'(]iiisitii»n,  a  full 
regiment  had  been  raised  by  Col. 
Frank  P.  Bhdr,  while  fonr  others 
were  in  process  of  formation  in  St. 
Louis,  within  ten  days  fiom  the  iasne 
of  the  President's  call. 

The  Federal  Arsenal  in  Westei  ii 
Missouri  wns  loonted  at  Libert v,  Ola v 
CojnitVjin  tlie  inid-tof  astronjxly  ]*ro- 
Slaverv  popuLitiuii.  As  it  had  been 
often  robbed  with  impunity  to  arm 
the  'Border  Buffians'  ^  their  re- 
X>eated  raids  into  Kansas,  it  was  natu- 
rally supposed  that  it  might  now  be 
drawn  upon  for  its  entire  contents  \\\ 
behalf  of  what  was  essentiallv  the 
srune  cause.  Aecordinfrlv,  on  the 
iJi'th,  it  was  seized  by  u  strong  force, 
and  the  guns  and  munitions  therein 
deposited  carried  oft' to  arm  and  equip 
tiie  gathering  hosts  of  trcaapu. 

But  the  Federal  Arsenal  at  St. 
Louis  had  a  garrison  of  several  hun- 
dred regulars,  under  the  command  of 
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Capt.  Nathaniel  Lyon,  who  promptly 
made  arrangements,  not  to  destroy, 
but  to  protect  and  defend,  its  stores 
of  arms  and  munitions.  Durin::  the 
night  of  the  25th  of  A]>ril,  the  great 
bulk  of  these  were  quietly  but  rapid- 
ly transferred  to  a  steamboat,  and 
removed  to  Alton,  111.,  whence  they 
were  mainly  conveyed  to  Springfield, 
the  capital  of  that  State,  foiling  the 
Secessionists,  who  were  organizing  a 
'  State  Guard'  in  the  vicinity  with  a 
view  to  tlieir  capture,  and  wIk^  had, 
for  Bev(M-,il  (lays,  been  eagt-rly  and 
hopefully  awaiting  the  right  moment 
to  secure  these  arms.  Having  thus 
sent  away  all  that  were  not  needed, 
Capt.  Lyon  and  Col.  Blair,  on  the 
morning  of  May  10th,  suddenly  sur- 
rounded the  State  Guard  at  Camp 
Jackson,  at  the  head  (»t'  lO  armed 
Unionists  and  an  eft'ectivc  battery, 
and  dcTiianded  their  surrender — al- 
lowing lialf  an  hour  for  compliance 
with  this  peremptory  request  Gen. 
D.  H.  Frost,  in  oommand  of  the 
camp,  being  completely  surprised, 
had  no  alternative  but  com]>]iance. 
Twenty  cannon,  twelve  lmn<lred  new 
rifles,  several  che-ts  of  niuslcet-.  large 
quantities  of  ammunition,  etc.,  most 
of  which  had  recently  ])een  received 
from  the  Baton  liouge  Arsenal,  now 
in  Confederate  hands,  were  among 
the  '  spoils  of  victory.* 

The  news  of  this  exploit  preceded 
the  return  of  the  Unionists  from  the 
camp  to  the  <  ity  :  and  the  chagrin  of 
the  embryo  Ke])els  impelled  them  to 
proceed  t'nim  insults  to  violence.  At 
length,  one  of  the  Unionist  regi- 
ments (Gennan)  were  inqx'Ued  to 
fire  upon  its  assailants,  when  twenty- 
two  persons  fell  dead-— one  of  them 
a  woman.  A  fiirious  excitement  was 
aroused  by  this  tragedy,  but  inquiries 
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establi  ^lied  the  endiiranoe  and  forbear> 
ance  of  the  volunteen,  bo  long  as  p»> 

tieiioo  was  a  virtue. 

The  I'airi'  ;uid  liate  of  the  Seces- 
gioiii>ts  were  intensitied  liy  tliis  se- 
rious blow  ;  hut  tliev  took  care  not  to 
l^rovoke  further  collLsiou.  The  un- 
qaestioned  fact  that  the  etreetsand 
aUeys  of  the  discomfited  State 
GiiJird*ft '  Camp  Jackson'  were  named 
after  Davis,  Beauregard,  etc.,  was  not 
needed  to  prove  the  traitorous  char- 
aeter  of  tlio  organization.  Caj)t.  Lyon 
was  made  Biiijadii  r-( General  til'  the 
First  Brigade  ui' 31     >uri  Volunteers. 

Geu.  William  S.  llaruey  returned 
from  the  East  to  St.  Louis  on  the 
12th,  and  took  command  of  the  Union 
forces  Nine  days  thereafter,  he  en' 
tered  into  a  truce  or  compact  with 
Gen.  Sterling  Price,  whereof  the  ob- 
ject was  the  paciticatiun  of  "Nfissouri. 
But  this  did  not  prevent  the  traitors 
from  hunting  and  shooting  Unionists 
in  every  part  of  tlie  State  where 
Slavery  and  treason  were  locallj  in 
the  ascendant — ^thousands  having 
been  driven  in  terror  from  their 
homes  before  the  ©ad  of  May.  Some 
of  them  were  served  with  notices 
from  one  or  another  of  tlio  secret 
societies  of  Itebels  overs]  ireading  the 
State.  In  at  least  one  instance,  a 
citizen  was  arrested  and  sent  to  Jef- 
ferson City,  to  be  tried  by  Court 
Martial  on  a  chioge  of  raising  a 
Union  company;  and,  on  the  22d, 
the  American  flag  was  taken  down 
from  its  staff  in  front  of  the  Post 
Office  in  St.  Joseph,  and  tlie  authori- 
ties of  that  city  (in  the  Northwest 
Corner  of  the  State)  formally  resolved 
that  no  American  liag  should  be 
planted  within  its  limits.  Gen.  Har- 
ney's compact  with  Price,  proving  a 

"June  4th. 
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protection  to  treason  only,  was  repu- 
diated at  Washington,  and  Gen. 

Haniey  liiniself  superseded  in  the 
command  of  the  department  by  Gen. 

Lyon, 

Gov.  Jackson  thercui>on"  issued  a 
circular,  prolcssing  to  regard  the 
Hamey  compact  as  stall  in  force,  and 
insisting  that  *'the  }>eopleof  Missouri 
should  be  pennitted,  in  peace  and  se- 
cnritjr,  to  decide  upon  their  future 
course ;  that  they  could  not  be  subju- 
gated," etc.,  etc.  Very  poon,**  an  in- 
terview was  had,  at  St.  Louis,  between 
(  ien.  Price,  on  l)ehalf  of  the  (ilovern- 
or,  and  Gen.  Lyon  and  Col.  Blair,  on 
the  side  of  the  Union ;  whereat  Qen. 
Price  demanded,  as  a  vital  condition 
of  peace,  that  no  Federal  troops 
should  be  stationed  in,  or  allowed 
to  pass  through,  the  State.  Gen. 
Lyon  peremptorily  refused  com]>li- 
anee,  Jackson  and  Price  returned 
that  ni«j;ht  to  JelTerson  Citv:  and  the 
next  morning  brought  tidings  to  St. 
Louis  tJiat  tiie  Gasconade  railroad 
bridge  had  been  burnt,  as  also  a  por- 
tion of  the  bridge  over  the  Osage 
river,  and  the  telegraph  wires  cut, 
imder  the  direction  of  a  son  of  the 
Gov(^rnor.  On  the  back  of  this  came 
a  jirodamation  from  Jackson,  calling 
out  50.000  State  ^lilitia  to  rei>el  Fed- 
eral invasion,  and  closing  as  follows? 

"In  is-;nin;r  tliis  proclnnintion,  T  liolrl  it  to 
be  tay  moat  solcuu  duty  to  remind  yuu  that 
Missouri  is  still  one  of  the  United  States; 
tlirit  the  F.xcciitive  dopartniont  of  tlie  State 
Govcrnriient  does  not  urropato  to  itself  the 
power  to  disturb  that  n  latiuii;  tiiat  jjowt-r 
lias  Itcon  wisely  veste<l  in  the  Convention, 
wliieh  will,  at  the  proper  time,  express  your 
sovereign  will ;  and  that,  meanwhile,  it  fti 
your  duty  to  obey  all  constitutional  reonire- 
ment«  of  the  Federal  GoTcmment.  But  it 
is  equally  my  duty  to  ndviso  you  that  pour 
Jirst  alUgianeo  ta  due  to  your  ovm  State,  and 
that  yon  are  under  no  obligation  whatever 

MJune  iitU. 
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to  obvj  the  Tinconstitntional  edicts  of  tlio 
milltorydespotism  wliicli  lias  introduced  \t- 
•df  at  Wu^liiiigion,  nor  submit  io  llie  inla- 
naons  mul  duf^rudiug  sway  of  its  wicked  inin- 
iotiH  in  iliis  Stato.  No  bravo-hoirted  Mis- 
Bouriuii  w  ill  obey  tho  one  or  submit  to  the 
other.  Jiise,  then^  and  drive  out  ignmnini- 
omlj  the  intaden,  M'ho  liavo  (lai'«d  to  dese- 
crate tho  soil  which  your  lobors  haTe  mode 
fruitfal,  and  whidi  is  ooMcerated  by  your 
homes." 

Tims,  tliou(r|i  Mir^srniri  liad  authori- 
tatively  and  c)vcr\vlielniini:ly  refused 
to  leuve  the  Uiiioii.  lier  (rovenior 
made  war  upon  it,  and,  luu.^teriiig  all 
the  forces  of  Slaveiy  and  treaeon, 
])roceeded  openly  to  cast  in  his  and 
their  lot  with  thefintnnea  of  the  Ghreat 
Rebellion. 

I^ENTUCKV,  deti|)ite  tlie  Feeret  atlili- 
atiou  of  her  leadiug  politicians  with 
the  traitors,  whom  many  of  them 
ultimately  joined,  refosed  from  the 
outset,  through  the  authentic  action  of 
her  people,  to  unite  her  fortuiu-.s  with 
those  of  the  Bebellton.  Though  she 
had,  for  some  yearn*,  heen  a  '  Demo- 
cratic' State — casting;  lior  T'residen- 
tial  vote  fur  lJuehanan  and  JJreckin- 
ridge,  iu  185C,  by  some  seven  thou- 
sand majority" — the  cloven  foot  of 
treason  had  no  sooner  been  exhibited, 
by  the  disruption  of  the  Democratic 
party  at  Charleston,  than  her  people 
.gave  unmistakable  notice  that  they 
would  acquiesce  in  no  such  purj)Ose. 
Her  Stato  Election  occurred  not 
long  afterward,"  when  Leslie  Conibs, 
*  Union'  candidate  for  Clerk  of  her 
highest  Couj't  (the  only  office  filled  at 
this  election  by  the  general  vote  of  the 
State),  was  chosen  by  the  magnificent 
majority  of  23,328  over  his  leading 

"Biicauuuai  Ffttmore  C7,41G;  Fro- 

maA  S14.  *•  August  6,  I860. 

■'CoBBlw  68;165;  M'Olar^  (Bnckiaridge) 
44,942;  Boiling (1)008^)10,991;  Bioiikini(Lin> 
odb)  829. 


competitor,  and  11,428  over  the  eom- 
bined  votes  of  all"  others.   If  M^j. 

Breckinridge  had  been  made  their 
candidate  for  President  by  the  bolt* 
ers  with  any  idea  of  thereby  seducing 
'the  home  of  Henry- Clay' fruin  her 
loyalty,  that  hope  was  ill-j2rt)unded, 
a.s  the  Pre>ideniiai  election  more  con- 
clusively demonstrated — Bell  and  Ev- 
erett carrying  the  State  by  a  large 
plurality."  Yet  her  Donocratic  Gov- 
ernor, Magoffin,"  though  he  forcibly 
protested**  against  the  headlong  im- 
petuosity wherewitli  South  Carolina 
pe^^■isted  in  dra^ginir  the  Soutli  into 
Disunion— summoned  her"  L(  i^isla- 
ture  to  meet  in  extra  session,  and, 
on  its  ossembUng,"  addressed  to  it  a 
Message,  urging  the  call  of  a  State 
Convention,  wherein  he  premises  that 

*'  Wo,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  are 
no  longer  one  i)eoi>le,  united  and  fHondly. 
Tlie  ties  of  fnitiTiial  love  and  concord, 
whicli  once  lM>uud  us  together,  ore  suu- 
dered.  Thoujifh  the  Union  of  the  States 
may,  by  t!ie  ;i!i<(r;u  t  reasoning  of  a  class,  be 
coustrued  blill  to  exist,  it  ia  really  and  prac- 
Ucally — ^to  an  extent,  at  least— fattUly  im- 
pairi'd.  TI>e  confodcmcy  is  rapidly  resolv- 
ing itself  into  ila  original  integral  partd^  and 
iUi  loyal  members  are  intent  upon  contract- 
ing wholly  new  relatioiiH.  Reliict.int  as  we 
may  be  to  realize  the  dread  calamity,  the 
ereat  fiaot  of  revolution  stares  us  in  tlic  tacc, 
demands  recognition,  and  will  not  l>o  theo- 
rized away.  Nor  is  the  worst  ret  told. 
^Vc  are  not  yet  encouraged  to  hope  th.-it  this 
revolution  will  l>o  bloodless  A  collision  of 
arms  has  even  occurred  hetween  the  Federal 
Government  and  the*  authorities  of  a  Jntc 
lueinber  uf  the  Union,  and  the  issae  threat- 
ens to  invoive  the  whole  country  in  fratrici- 
dal war.  It  is  under  these  oircurr.stances 
of  peculiar  gloom  that  you  have  been  sum- 
moned. *  *  In  view  of  the  partial  di.s- 
rnption  of  the  I'nion,  tlie  t-ecessiun  of  eiirht 
or  ten  btatcs,  the  eistublishmeut  of  a  South- 
em  Confederated  B^nbKe,  and  the  adminia* 

*BeUG6,058;  Breckiunagt  3 J,  143;  Dou^M 
SB^SSl;  linoolii  1,364. 

"Elected  in  1859.  «8eep««e840. 

Dseonber  97, 1860.  «•  Jannsiy  IT,  1861. 
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tration  of  this  Governmeut  upon  tlie  princi- 
ples of  the  Ohiei^  Platform — a  oondinon  of 

our  country,  most  likely,  near  at  liaiid — what 
attitude  will  Kentucky  hold,  and  by  virtue 
of  what  anthority  shall  her  external  relation  s 

be  determined?  Herein  are  involved  issues 
of  inunicutuua  consequence  tu  tlio  people.  It 
is  of  vital  importance  to  our  own  safety  and 
domestic  ]K'acetIi:it  tlic.«e<|nc«tions  ho  nolved 
in  accordaueo  with  the  will  ol"  a  luiyority  of 
our  people.  *  •  ♦  The  ordinary  departments 
of  tlio  Government  are  vested  with  no  power 
to  conduct  the  State  throuirh  surh  a  revolu- 
tion. Any  altoiii|it,  by  oitijer  of  tlu-st)  de- 
partmentjk,  to  change  our  present  e.xtoniul 
relations,  would  involve  a  usurpation  of  ]m)w- 
or,  and  mi(;ht  not  coniiiian«l  that  confidence 
and  secure  the  unaniuiity  so  essential  to  our 
internal  safety." 

The  Legislature  lieard  liim  patient- 
ly, but  refused  to  follow  him.  It  de- 
clined to  call  a  State  CSonvention,  but 
proposed  instead  a  National  Conven- 
tion to  revise  tlic  Federal  pact,  and  a 
'Peace  Conference'  at  Washington; 
'which  hitter  was  duly  held,  as  we 
Lave  already  seen.  No  action  look- 
inj?  to  Disunion  could  be  extracted 
from  that  Legislature,  which  ad- 
journed soon  afterward.  And,  though 
the  SeceBsionistB  songht  to  atone  for 
their  paucity  of  numbers  by  preter- 
naturtd  actiTity,  especially  through 
their  secret  organizations,  as '  Knights 
of  the  Golden  Circle,'  etc.,  and  called 
a  '  State  Rights'  Convention,  to  meet 
at  Frankfort  on  the  22d  of  ^^arch, 
by  a  secret  circular,  wherein  they  as- 
sumed tliat  Disunion  was  an  accom- 
plished &ct,  nothing  of  importance 
had  been  efl^cted  by  them  when  the 
roar  of  the  batteries  encircling  Fort 
8mnter  called  the  nation  to  arms. 

Gov.  MagoflBn, having  refused,  with 
ins''ift,  t')  respond  to  tlie  President's 
cr.^'1  for  Militia  to  maintain  tlic  Union, 
summoned  the  Legislature  to  meet 
once  more,  in  extra  session,  assign- 
ing, as  one  reason  therefor,  the  ne- 
oeasity  of  promptly  putting  the  State 
in  a  complete  position  for  defense. 


His  call  was  issued  April  ISth;  and, 
on  tlie  evening  of  tliat  day,  an  im- 
mense Fnton  meeting  was  held  at 
Louisville,  whereof  James  Guthrie, 
Archibald  Dixon,  and  other  '  con- 
serratiYee,'  were  the  master-spirits. 
This  meeting  resolved  against  Seces- 
sion,  and  against  any  forcible  resist- 
ance  thereto — in  fever  of  arming  the 
State,  and  against  using  her  arms  to 
put  dinvn  til'' rampant  treason  at  that 
moment  ruling  in  Baltimore  a-s  well 
as  in  Richmond,  and  ostentatiously 
preparing  Ibr  a  speedy  rush  upon 
'Washington.  Two  of  its  resolves 
will  sufficiently  exhibit  the  inconse- 
quence and  unreason  of  ibis  species 
it  conserratism:  -viz: 

**Smohei,  Fint:  That,  as  the  Oonfede- 

ratc  Stales  Iiave.  by  overt  act>H.  coniuienced 
war  against  the  United  Slates,  without  con- 
Boltation  with  KentnclQr  and  their  sister 
Southern  States,  Kentaoky  reserves  to  her- 
self the  right  to  choose  ber  own  position ; 
and  that,  while  her  natural  sympathies  are 
with  those  wlio  linve  a  common  interest  in 
tho  protection  of  bhivory,  she  still  acknowl- 
edges her  loyalty  and  fealty  to  tho  (iovern- 
ment  of  tho  T'nitcd  States,  which  she  v  ill 
clieorfully  render  until  that  Government 
becomes  aggressive,  tyrannical,  and  ngtrH- 
less  of  our  rights  in  slave  property. 

"  Second :  That  tho  National  Government 
should  be  tried  by  its  acts;  and  that  tho 
several  States,  aa  its  peers  in  their  appropri- 
ate spheres,  will  hold  it  to  a  rigid  aecoont- 
ability,  and  roq\iiiP  that  its  nets  should  bo 
fraternal  in  their  efforts  to  bring  back  the 
seceded  States,  and  not  ssagninanr  or  ooAr-. 

The  red-hot  balls  fired  into  Sumter 

by  the  traitors  had  hardly  cooled, 
when  Kentucky  Unionigm  insulted 
the  common-sense  and  nauseated  the 
loyal  stomach  of  the  Nation  by  this 
a.stoundincj  drivel.  The  consequences 
tJiav  well  be  imagined.  Not  a  pinirlo 
liebel  in  all  the  State  was  induced 
by  it  to  ffAtOL  his  ^forti  in  behalf  of 
daveholding  treason;  and  men,  mu- 
nitions, and  supplies  were  openly,  and 
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almost  daily,  dispatched  to  the  :uu^ 
tering  Rebel  hosts  in  the  South  and 
Southeast ;  while,  for  months,  noth- 
ing was  done  by  that  State  for  the 
cause  of  the  Union.  Tlie  first  retji- 
ment  of  Kentuckians  raised  for  the 
Union  armies  was  encamped  on  the 
free  side  of  the  nTeT)  in  deftronce 
to  ni^gent  lepresentationfl  from  pro- 
fessed Unionists  and  to  Kentadr^'s 
proclaimed  nentrality. 
The  meeting  farther  resolved: 

*'  Eiglith :  That  we  look  to  the  yonng  mon 
of  the  Kentucky  State  Guard  as  the  bnl- 
wark«  of  the  safety  of  our  OotmnonwealMi ; 
and  wo  conjure  tliom  to  rt-ineiiiber  thnt  tin  v 
are  pledged  eoaally  to  Udolity  to  the  Uuitud 
States  and  to  Kentueky." 

That  '  State  Guard,'  orgaui/.ed  by 
Gen.  Simon  B.  Buckner,  under  the 
auspices  of  Gov.  IMagofHn,  became  a 
mere  recroiting  and  drilling  conTen- 
ience  of  tiie  Bebel  ehiefe— its  mem- 
bers  being  dispatched  southward  so 
fast  as  ripened  for  their  int«ided 
service.  Ultimately,  having  corrupt- 
ed all  he  could,  Buckner  followed 
them  into  the  campofuj)en  treiUion," 
and  was  captured  at  the  head  of  a 
portion  of  them  at  the  taking  of 
Fort  Donelson. 

The  LegisUtare  having  reBssom- 
Ued,**  Magoffin  read  them  another 
lecture  in  the  interest  of  the  Re- 
bellion. The  Union  w^as  gone — the 
Confederacy  was  a  fixed  foct — it 
would  soon  he  c( imposed  of  ten,  and 
perhaps  of  thirteen,  States ;  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  was  a  usurper,  "  mad 
with  sectional  bate,"  and  bent  on 
subjugating  or  eztenninating  the 

*'  The  Luuisviik  Journal  of  Sept.  27lh  dc- 
itemoed  tlw  trwdMry  of  Bnakoor  ia  tin  fid- 
loving  terms : 

"Away  with  your  pledges  and  assurances — 
wtth  your  protwtatioos,  apologies,  and  proda- 
antioDfl^  at  one*  and  altogether  1  Away,  poni- 
ddel    Away,  and  do  peaanoa  fimml^lw 


N  CONFLICT. 

South.  The  Federal  Government 
was  rolling  up  a  frightful  debt, 
which  Kentucky  would  not  clioose 
to  help  pay,  etc.,  etc.  AVhereupon, 
he  a^fain  urged  the  call  of  a  Con- 
vention, witli  a  view  to  State  inde- 
pendence and  self-protection. 

The  Legislature  had  been  diosen 
in  1859,  and  had  a  Bemocratio  ma- 
jority in  either  House,  but  not  a  Dis- 
union majority.  It  could  not  be  in* 
duced  to  call  a  Convention,  nor  even 
to  favor  such  neutrality  as.  Magoffin 
proposed.  Yet  he  presumed  to  issue'* 
a  Proclamation  of  Neutrality,  de- 
nomicing  the  war  as  a  "  horrid,  un- 
natural, Iameiita]>1e  strife,**  forbid- 
ding either  the  Uni<Hi  or  the  Con- 
federate Qovemment  to  invade  the 
soil  of  Kentucky,  and  interdicting 
all  "hostile  demonstrations  against 
either  of  the  aforesaid  soverrujnf^M'^ 
by  citizens  of  that  State,  wlietlier 
incorporated  in  the  State  (iuard  or 
otherwise."  Had  he  been  an  auto- 
crat, this  might  have  proved  effectual. 
But  the  Legislature  refhsed  to  indorae 
his  PKKdamation ;  refused  to  vote  him 
Three  Mllions  wberewith  to  arm 
the  State;"  and  so  amended  the 
Militia  Law  as  to  require  the  '  State 
(ruard'  to  swear  allegiance  to  the 
Union  as  Avell  as  to  Kentucky. 
Senator  Louis  IT.  Kousscau,"  among 
others,  spoke"  decidedly,  boldly,  in 
opposition  to  all  projects  of  Dis- 
union or  semi-DiBunion ;  saying : 

When  Kentucky  go«a  down.  It  will  be  in 

blood.  Let  tli.it  be  tniderstood.  Slie  will 
not  go  as  other  States  have  gone.  Let 
tho  reaponribility  rest  on  yon,  where  it  be> 


shriven  or  bo  slain — away!  You  haTd  less 
palliation  than  AttUa  —  less  boldness,  niagna- 
nimity,  and  noblene.ss  tlian  Coriolauua.  1l  ou  are 
the  Beiiediot  Arnold  of  the  day  I  You  are  the 
Catiline  of  Kentucky;  Go,  then,  miacreoilH" 

♦*  AprU  28th.       «»  May  20th. 
<■  Once, a gaUank Union GenenL  /'ICi^SSd. 
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longs.  It  is  all  yoar  work,  and  wliatcver 
happens  will  be  your  work.  W©  have  more 
right  to  defend  our  Government  than  you 
hsTO  to  overturn  it.  Many  of  us  are 
Bwom  to  mpport  it  Let  onr  good  Union 
bretliron  at  tlio  Soutli  stand  their  grontid. 
I  know  that  many  patriotic  hearts  in  the 
eeoeded  Ststes  etfU  beat  warmly  for  the  old 
Union — the  old  flajj.  The  time  will  come 
wlien  we  shall  all  bo  together  again.  The 
politicians  are  having  their  day.  The  people 
will  yet  have  tlicirn.  I  hiivo  an  abiding 
confidt'iico  in  the  ri'jht.  and  I  know  this 
St-'cCfisiun  movement  i.s  all  wrong.  There  is, 
in  fact,  not  a  single  .stibi^tantial  reason  for  it. 
If  there  is,  I  should  be  plad  to  hear  of  it ; 
our  Government  has  never  oppressed  U3 
with  a  feather's  weight.  The  direst  oppres- 
rion  alone  oonUl  justify  what  has  bronght 
all  our  I  r.  sent  sutVering  upon  us.  May  (iod, 
in  His  mercy,  save  our  plorionn  Kepublic!" 

Tlie  Leirisluturc  adjourned  on  the 
24th — the  Senate  having  just  resolved 
that 

"  Kentucky  will  not  sever  connection  with 
the  Xational  (Kjvernmeut,  nor  take  up  anna 
for  either  belligerent  party ;  bot  arm  herself 
Ibr  the  preservation  of  peace  within  her 

borders and  tendering  their  services  as 
mediators  to  eH'oot  a  jost  and  honorable 
peaioe. 

Ser.  Hobert  J.  Breckinridge  — 
always  a  devoted  tJnioiust^  becanm 
never  a  devotee  of  Slavery — ^in  an 

address  at  Cinc  innati,  one  year  later, 
declared  that  Kentucky  was  saved 
from  the  black  abyss  by  her  prox- 
imity to  loyal  Oliio,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois,  wliose  Governors,  it  was 
known,  stood  pledged  to  Bund  ten 
thoDsand  men  each  to  the  aid  of  her 
Unionists  whenever  the  neceesify  for 
their  presence  shonld  he  indicated. 
Had  she  been  surrounded  as  Tenne^;- 
see  and  North  Carolina  -were,  she 
must  have  fallen  as  they  did.  She 
would  have  ro  fallen,  not  because  a 
majority  of  lier  ])eoplc  were  disloyal, 
but  because  the  trdtors  were  better 
oigaaized,  more  determined,  more 
beUigerent,  and  bent  on  saeoess  at 
any  cost 
They  would  have  soooeeded,  be- 


cause the  Lolio-ts  of  the  sla^hidding 
caste  are  habitually  accepted  and 
obeyed  as  law  iu  every  slaveholdiog 
communitv.  ' 

An  election  for  delegates  to  the 
proposed  "Peace  Convention"  was 
held  Hay  4th,  and  resulted  Sn  an 
immense  Union  majority — ^7,000  in 
Louisville,  and  over  50,000  in  the 
State.  The  Secessionists,  ascertsin- 
ing  their  numerical  weakness,  and 
unwilling  to  expose  it,  withdrew 
tlieir  tickets  a  few  days  previously, 
antl  took  no  part  in  the  election. 

The  "  Peace  Convention"  assem- 
bled May  2Tth;  but  Virginia,  at 
whose  instance  it  was  called,  sent  no 
delegates,  and  none  were  present  but 
from  Kentucky,  save  fonr  from  Mis- 
souri and  one  from  Tennessee.  John 
J.  Crittenden  presided.  Among  the 
delegates  were  some  wlio  liave  t^ince 
proved  traitors ;  but  the  great  ma- 
jority were  earnestly  devoted  to  the 
ITnion.  And  yet,  this  Convention 
failed  to  assert  the  imperative  duty 
of  obedience  to  its  constituted  au- 
thorily,  without  which  the  Union  is 
but  a  name  for  anarchy.  It  depre- 
cated civil  war  aa  abhorrent  and 
ruinous,  and  exhorted  the  ])eoplc  to 
"  hold  fast  to  that  sheet  anchor  of 
republican  liberty,  the  principle  that 
the  will  of  the  majority,  constitution- 
ully  and  legally  expressed,  must  gov- 
ern yet  fiiilc^  to  charge  those  who^ 
defying  this  principle,  were  plunging 
the  whole  land  into  confusion  and 
carnage,  with  the  full  responsibility 
of  their  actd,  or  to  call  on  tlie  people 
to  put  them  down.  It  still  harped 
on  the  wrongs  of  the  South,  though 
condemning  her  rebeUion ;  exhorted 
the  North  to  discard  that  sectional 
and  nnfirioidly  spirit,  which  has  con- 
tributed  so  much  to  inflame  the 
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feelings  of  the  Southern  pe()j)le 
proposed  a  Toluntaiy  Convention  of 
all  the  States,  to  devise  ''measiireB 
of  i)eaceable  adjustment and  indi- 
cated wliat  those  measures  should  be, 
by  gravely  recommending 

**  First :  Thnt  Congress  shall  at  once  pro- 
pose sach  con^titational  amendments  will 
seoare  to  slaveholders  their  legal  rights,  and 
allay  their  apprehensions  in  regard  to  pos- 
sible enoroaclimenta  in  the  fature. 

Second:  It  thfs  shoald  M\  to  bring 
about  the  rosult"^  sd  (KsiniMo  to  us,  and  so 
esMBtial  to  tiio  heU  hopes  of  our  country, 
then  let  a  toluntaiy  Gonyention  be  called, 
composed  of  delc^atoH  from  the  people  of 
all  tlie  Statea,  in  which  measnres  of  peace- 
able a(\justmentma7  be  devised  and  adopted, 
and  the  nation  ro'^riied  from  the  continued 
horrors  atul  calamities  of  civil  war." 

Wliilo  '  conservatives"  were  thus  dis- 
coursing, the  bolder  traitors  went  on 
arming  and  drilling,  until  the  south- 
western half  of  the  State  was  virtn- 
ally  subject  to  their  sway ;  whfle,  from 
every  quarter,  troops  were  forwarded 
to  their  armies  in  theliehl;  andthetri- 
ntnpliant  Secessionist.-?  of  Tennessee, 
from  tlicir  errand  canij)  at  IS'ashville, 
*  were  threatening  to  o])en  tho.  road  to 
liouidville,  whence  supplies  were  not 
.sent  fhean  so  freely  as  they  deemed 
required  by  their  needs  or  their 
dignity. 

The  climax  was  reached  when  *' 
Gen.  Buckner  proclaimed  that  he 
had  entered  into  a  compact  witli 
Gen.  McClellan,  coinmandinf:  tlie 
Federal  dcj^artment  of  tlic  Ohio, 
whereby  the  latter  stipulated  that  no 
Union  troops  should  press  the  soil  of 
Kentucky,  which  Statd  should  be 
sustained  in  her  chosen  attitude  of 
neutrality ;  and,  in  case  *  the  South ' 
phoidd  plant  an  army  on  her  soil, 
Kentucky  should  bo  required  to 
show  them  out — if  they  did  not  go, 
or,  if  she  failed  to  expel  them,  then 


the  United  States  miglit  interpose; 
but  pur  forces  mut?t  be  withdrawn  so 
soon  as  the  Bebels  had  been  expelled  I 
Gen.  McClellan  promptly  denied  that 
he  had  made  any  such  treaty— or,  in 
fiict,  any  treaty  at  all.  •  He  had  had 
an  inte^^^ew  with  Buckner,  at.tho 
request  of  the  latter,  wlio  had  j)rora- 
ised  to  drive  out  any  Confederate 
force  that  sliould  invade  Kentucky — 
that  was  all.  No  doulit  remained 
that  Buckner  had  drawn  largely 
on  his  imagination ;  proclaiming,  as 
agreed  on,  much  that  he  had  scarcely 
ventured  to  propose. 

Gov.  Macrr.ffin  having  appointed 
June  L'otli  as  the  day  for  eloeting 
Ke]>resentativcb  in  Congress,  in  defer- 
ence to  the  President's  call  of  an 
Extra  Session,  the  election  was  held 
accordingly,  and  resulted  in  the  choice 
of  nine  TTnionists  to  one  Seoeasionist 
(II.  C.  Burnett,  who  fled  to  the  Beb- 
ela,  after  serving  through  the  called 
session.)  Tlic  vote  of  the  State 
showed  an  aggregate  of  Ot?..j<>r)  for  the 
'  Union'  to  3f>/J95  for  the  Secession 
candidates,  giving  a  majority  of 
55,370  for  the  former.  And  this 
election  was  hdd  when  no  Federal 
soldier  trod  the  soil  of  Kentucky; 
under  a  Governor  at  heart  with  the 
Rebels;  and  after  every  effort  had 
been  exliausted  to  win  her  to  the  side 
of  tr<';ison.  The  Southern  frenzy 
liiul  allcetcd  but  a  email  minority  of 
lier  people  ;  while  the  terrorism 
which  had  coerced  bo  many  Suites 
into  submission  to  the  will  of  tiie 
donspirators  was  rendered  powerless 
by  the  proximity  of  loyal  and  gallant 
communities.  Kentucky  voted  as 
nearly  every  Slave  State  would  have 
done,  but  for  the  amnv*T  ■  ^  ]  ^i  iods 


*  June  lOtb,  laSL 
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wbich  Trere  diflbsed  among  their 

people,  while  none  dared  to  contra- 
di*-t  tliem — while  thousands  dared 
not  be  loyal  to  their  country,  because 
the  more  recklesB  miuiouft  of  the 


m 

Slave  Power  stood  nadj  to  execute 
its  condign  vengeance  on  all  who 
dared  oppose  its  darling  project,  or 
who  should  in  aojr  manner  dispute 
its  sway. 


XXXI. 

THE  FOBCES  IIS  CONFLICT. 


Mr.  Jeftersott  Davts,  in  his  Spe- 
cial Message  to  lii.s  Congress,'  wherein 
lie  asserts  that  war  has  been  declared 
against  the  Confederacy  by  President 
LiiiedIn*B  Plroelamatioii  of  April  IStli, 
heretofore  given,  willi  more  plausi- 
bility asserts  that  the  Democratic 
party  of  the  Free  States  stands  pub- 
licly committed  to  the  principles  I 
which  justify  the  Bocossion  and  con-  j 
federation  of  the  States  owtiing 
Bway,  by  its  reiterated  aftirniation 
and  adoption  of  the  Kesolutions  of 
'98  and  '99,'**  and  that  the  whole 
oonntiy  had  ratified  this  committal 
by  large  nugorities,  in  the  reelection 
as  President  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  the 
first  election  of  Mr.  Madison,  and  in 
the  election  of  Gen.  Pierce.  Assum- 
ing this  83  a  basi.<,  ^fr.  Davis  had  no 
difficulty  in  convincing  those  whom 
he  more  immediately  addressed,  that, 
for  his  oonftderates  to  sarprise,  cap- 
ture, or  otherwise  obtain,  through  the 
treachery  of  their  eostodians,  the 
forts,  arsenals,  armories,  custom-hous- 
es, mints,  8ub-tre:isnric?,  etc.,  etc.,  of 

>  Uomgeanr,  April  m,  18S1. 

■  Ho  pays : 

"Prom  a  period  as  carlj  ns  1798,  tliero  had 
•ctoted  in  all  the  Staten  a  party,  almost  unioter- 
VOpledly  in  the  majority,  based  upou  the  creed 
that  earh  .9<ate  was,  in  the  last  resort,  the  aote 
jwlgf.  ns  wpII  of  its  wronffs  aa  of  the  mode  and 
mewura  of  redrati.  •  *  *  Ibo  i)«BOontic 
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the  Union,  in  their  respective  States 
— even  (as  in  the  ease  of  North  Caro- 
lina and  Arkansas)  those  which  had 
not  seceded — ^was  a  peaceful,  regular, 
legitimate,  legal  prooednre ;  while  to 
resist  such  spoliation  and  maintain 
the  right  of  the  Union  to  poososs  and 
control  the  property  it  had  created 
and  hitherto  enjoyed,  was  nnjnsti- 
fial)lc  afjgression  and  unprovoked 
war.  Mr.  Lincoln  (said  Mr.  Davis) 
had  no  constitutional  right  to  issue 
"  the  declaration  of  war  against  this 
Ckmfederacy  whidi  has  prompted  me 
to  convoke  yon."  It  was  his  dn^  to 
have  quietly  let  the  OoniisderateB  help 
themselves,  by  virtue  of  shot  and 
shdl,  to  such  portions  of  the  prop- 
erty of  the  Union  as  they  should  pee 
fit  to  touch  and  take.  In  fact,  this 
whole  l^fcssagCjlike  several  which  suc- 
ceeded it, evinces  tiie  consciousness  of 
its  author  that  he  had  no  longer  to 
square  his  assertiona  by  what  was 
regarded,  out  of  the  Oonfederaey,  as 
historic  truth,  or  his  deductions  by 
what  the  civilized  world  had  estab- 

party  of  the  tTaitcd  States  repeated,  in  its  mo* 
oesaful  canvass  of  1836,  tlie  declaration,  made  ia 
numerous  preTioos  political  contests,  that  it 
WLiuliI  fattlirtilly  nbidp  by  and  upIioM  the  prin- 
ciples laid  down  in  the  Kentudcy  and  Virgiui* 
LegislttarM  of  [1T98  and]  1T99,  and  that  il 
adopts  thorn  principles  an  oonrtituttng  aascf  tts 
main  fotmdatioosof  its  poUtioal  creed.** 
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lished  a-s  tho  dictates  of  human  rea- 
son. Thus,  liu  does  not  Leaitate  to 
UBert  that 

"  Tn  the  Tniiigiinl  Addren  deHrerod  by 

President  Lincoln,  in  March  last,  lie  nsnorta 
a  maxim,  which  he  plainly  deems  to  be  un- 
dmiable,  that  the  tlieoiy  of  Uie  Constita- 
tion  requires,  iu  ail  eaaea^  that  the  nuAonij 
shall  govern."  •  •  •  • 

**1%a  climate  and  soil  of  the  Northern 
States  soon  proved  nnpropitioas  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  i?luve  Lahor ;  while,  the  reverse 
beinj;  the  case  at  the  South,  *  *  *  the  North- 
am  States  ooosnlted  their  own  interests  bj 
telling  thtirSaimto  tk»  South  and  proh^ 
iting  SUxMry  wi(M»  Meir  limiu:' 

Now,  not  one-fifth  of  the  slaves 
held  iti  the  Nortliem  States,  just  be- 
fore or  at  the  time  they  ro.-]>ectivcly 
aholislied  Slavery,  were  sold  to  tlie 
South — as  hundreds  of  them,  Btill  liv-" 
ing,  can  bear  witness ;  nor  is  it  true 
that  Slaverj  was  ever  proved  unatiit- 
ed  to  or  unprofitable  in  the  North,  in 
the  judgment  of  her  davekoldere. 
Had  the  slaveiholding  caste  been  as 
omnipotent  here  as  in  the  South,  con- 
trolling parties,  politicis,  and  the  press, 
Slavery  would  have  continued  to  this 
day.  It  was  by  the  7i^;i-8laveholding 
poeaessors  of  influence  and  power, 
htn  as  everywhere  elae,  that  Slavery 
was  auafled,  exposed,  reprobated,  and 
vltiniately  overthrown.  No  class  ever 
yet  discovered  that  aught  which  min- 
istered so  directly  and  powerfully  to 
•  its  own  luxury,  sensuality,  indolence, 
and  pride,  as  Slavery  does  to  those 
of  the  shiveliolders,  was  either  unjust, 
pernicious,  or  unprofitable. 

With  greater  tmth  and  pUnuibil- 
ity,  Mr.  Bavis  aaaored  liis  Oongreas 
that 

"  There  is  everr  reason  to  belleTV  that,  at 
no  distant  day,  other  States,  identloal  in  po- 
Btieal  prinelplee  and  oomnmnlty  of  interest 
with  th(^^<^  wliioh  joQ  npicientt  will  join 
this  Coatcdoracy.'' 

This  expectation  was,  in  good  part, 


fulfilled.  When  Mr.  Davis  was  next* 
called  to  address  his  Ck>ngre8S — wliich 
had  meantime  adjomned  from  Mont- 
gomery to  Bichmond — ^in  annonneing 
the  transfer  of  the  Exeontive  depart* 
ments  likewise  to  the  Hew  capita],  he 
said: 

**€hlUUmen  of  the  CongreM  of  tftf  Ot^fdtr* 

ate  Statet  qf  America : 

*'M7  Messafre  addressed  to  yon  at  the 
coininencement  of  tlie  last  session  contained 
such  full  information  of  the  state  of  the  Con- 
federacy  as  to  render  it  nnneoessary  that  I 
should  now  do  more  than  call  yf)ur  attention 
to  such  imi>ortant  facts  as  have  occurred 
during  tho  recess,  and  tlia  matters  eonneoled 
with  the  public  defense. 

"  I  have  again  to  congratulate  yon  on  tho 
aroessiori  of  new  members  to  onr  Gonfeder»> 
tion  of  free  and  equally  sovereign  Statefc 
Our  beloved  and  honored  bretliron  of  North 
Carolina  and  Tennessee  have  consummated 
the  action  foreseen  and  provided  for  at  your 
last  seerion ;  and  I  hare  nod  tho  gratification 
of  announcing  by  Proclatnation,  in  confor- 
mity with  the  law,  that  those  States  were 
admitted  into  the  Confederacy.  Tito  people 
of  Virginia  nlso,  by  a  majority  prcvionsl y  un- 
known in  our  history,  have  ratified  tho  ac- 
tion of  her  Convention  uniting  her  fortnnea 
with  ours.  The  States  of  Arkansri-*.  North 
Carolina,  and  Virginijt,  have  likewise  adopt- 
ed the  permanent  Constitution  of  the  Con- 
fedorate  States;  and  no  doubt  is  entertained 
of  its  adoption  by  Tennessee,  at  tho  election 
to  be  held  eari^  in  next  month.'* 

The  Confederacy  having  thns  at* 
tained  its  full  proportions  prior  to 
any  serious  collision  between  its  ar- 
mies and  those  of  the  Union,  we  may 
now  properly  consider  and  compare 
tho  relative  strength  of  tlio  opposing 
parties  about  to  grapple  in  mortal 
combat. 

L  The  total  population  of  the  Vni- 
ted  States^  as  retwned  by  the  Gensns 
of  1860,  somewhat  exceeded  Thirty- 
one  Millions/  whereof  the  Free  States^ 
with  all  the  territories,  contained  Nine- 
teen,* and  tlie  Slave  States,  including 
the  District  of  Columbia,  over  Twelve* 
Millions.   As  the  Free  States  all  ad- 
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hered  to  the  Union,  while,  of  the 
Slave  States,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Keiitiieky,  and  Mis^souri'  did  not 
unite  with  the  Confederacy,  the  j)re- 
p<jnderance  of  population  in  the  ad- 
hering over  that  of  the  seceded  States 
WM  somewhat  more  than  two  to  one. 
The  disparity  in  wealth  between  the 
contending  parties  was  At  least  equal 
to  this  ;  BO  that  there  was  ]i]:iusi])ih'ty 
in  the  claim  of  the  Confederates  to 
that  sympathy  whicli  tlie  generous 
usually  extend  to  the  weaker  party  in 
a  life-and-deuth  struggle.  In  Manu- 
factures, Commerce,  Shipping,  etc., 
the  prepond^noe  was  immensely  on 
the  side  of  the  Union. 

IT.  The  prestige  of  r^nlarity,  of 
legitimacy,  and  of  whatever  the  Old 
World  ini|i]i<'s  by  the  comprehensive 
term  'Order,'  was  likewise  on  the 
side  of  the  I'liion.  The  Confeflera(;y 
appeared  as  a  disturber  of  preexisting 
anrangementSf  and  thus  of  the  gen- 
eral peaoOb  Its  fundamental  theories 
of  Btate  BoTereignt J,  Bight  of  Seees- 
sion,  etc.,  were  utter  novelties  to  the 
mass  of  mankind,  and  ftt  war 
with  the  instincts  and  prepossessions 
of  nearly  all  who  could  understand 
tliem.  The  greatness  and  security, 
wealth  and  power,  of  En<xland  were 
based  on  the  supersedure  of  the  Hep- 
tarchy by  the  Bealm,  and  on  the 
oonvenion  of  Scotland  and  Ireland, 
ieq)eotively,  from  jealous  and  hostile 
neighbors  into  integral  portions  of 
the  British  commonwealth.  France, 
feeble  and  distracted  while  divided 
into  groat  fcndatdries,  became  strong 
and  commanding  from  the  hour  that 
these  were  absorbed  into  the  power 
end  inflnenoe  of  the  monarehy,  and 
Burgundy,  Picardy,  AnjoQ,  etc,  be* 

Kentucky  and  Missouri  are  dainud  as  having 

4oM  iO}  no,  humt  waM.  both  rquMBoltd^ 


came  mere  geographical  designationi 
of  portions  of  the  nation  'one  and 
indivisible.'  Italy,  tlinnigh  her  at 
length  half-realized  aspirations  of  so 
many  weary  centuries — Germany, 
stall  in  fitigments,  in  defiance  of  her 
ardent  hopea  and  wishes,  the  impo- 
sing and  yendkrable  anarchy  that  Voir 
taire  pronounced  her,  four  generap 
tions  back — ^Poland,  through  her 
mentable  partition — and  nearly  every 
great  calamity  which  modern  history 
had  t:uight  mankind  tode])lorc — pro- 
tested against  such  disintegrations  as 
the  Confederacy  had  initiated,  and  not 
less  against  tlud  foincipleB  on  which 
they  were  justified.  And  especially 
did  the  Democracy  of  Europe — the 
party  of  Progress  and  Reform  of 
whatever  country  —  instinctively  re- 
volt against  doctrines  and  practices 
which  tended  unmistakably  backward 
to  the  ages  alike  of  national  and  of 
individual  impotence,  wherein  peo- 
ples were  weak,  though  castes  were 
strong;  to  the  ages  of  barbarism  and 
of  feudalism,  wherein  nobles  and 
chieftains  were  mighty,  but  laws  and 
magistrates  of  small  account.  "Hie 
Democracy  of  Europe  were  never  for 
one  moment  misled  or  confused  by 
the  Confederates'  pretensions  as  to 
reserved  rights  and  constitutional 
liberty.  Their  Instinct  at  once  reo- 
ognised  their  deadly  fee  through  all 
his  spedona  disguises.  Men  who 
had,  as  conspirators  and  revolution- 
isti»,  been  tcnantini'  by  turns  the  dun- 
gcons  and  dodging  the  gibbets  of 
'Divine  Right'  from  boyhood,  repu- 
diated with  loathing  any  aihliation. 
with  rebellion ;  and  no  word  of 
cheer  ever  rea«shed  the  earn  of  its 
master-spirits  from  Eossnth,  Mazrinf, 

from  an  oarlj-  daj,  in  the  Confederate  Congrosok. 

But  tin  daim  ii  tasdais  and  taaptidBnt. 
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Tictor  Hugo,  Ledra  liullin,  Louis 
Blanc,  Garibaldi,  or  any  other  ol  those 
who,  defying  the  vetifjcance  of  de^- 
pot^,  have  consecrated  tlieir  lives  and 
Bacriliced  personal  enjoyment  to  the 
championship  of  the  Eights  of  Man. 

in.  The  Confederates  had  vaBtlj 
the  advantage  in  the  ikmOiarity  of 
their  people  with  the  nae  of  arms,*  and 
in  their  addiction  to  and  genius  for 
the  art  of  war.  The  Northern  youth 
of  were  not  nearly  so  familiar 

with  the  u.>e  of  the  luintor's  rifle  or 
fowling-piece  as  were  their  ancestors 
of  1770.  The  density  of  our  popu- 
lation had  ezpeUed  deeirable  game 
almost  entirely  irom  all  the  New* 
England  States  but  Maine ;  in  the 
prairie  States,  it  rapidly  disappears 
before  the  advancing  wnvo  ftf civilized 
settlement  and  eultivatioti.  Our  In- 
dian wars  of  the  pn;>ent  century  have 
ncarlv  all  been  foui'ht  on  our  western 
and  sonth-western  borders ;  our  last 
war  with  Great  Biitam  was  condemn- 
ed as  nnwiae  and  mmeoeflsary  by  a 
large  proportion  of  the  Korthem 
people;  so  was  the  war  upon  Mex- 
ico :  so  that  it  may  be  fairly  said 
that,  wliilo  tlie  South  and  South-West 
had  been  repeatedly  accustomed  to 
hostilities  during  the  present  century, 


the  Korth  and  East  had  known  very 
little  *  of  war  but  by  hearsay  since  tlie 
peace  whieh  secured  our  independ- 
ence, eighty  years  airo. 

IV.  The  Rebels  iiad  a  decided  ad- 
vantage in  the  fttct  that,  on  the  main 
question  miderlying  the  great  issoe 
^ey  had  made  np— the  question  of 
upholding,  strengthwing,  extending, 
and  perpetuating  Slavery,  or  (on  the 
other  hand)  restricting,  confining, 
weakening  it,  with  a  view  to  its  ulti- 
mate extinction — they  had  the  active 
8ymj)athy  of  a  decided  majority  of 
the  American  people.  The  vote  for 
PMdentin  1860 "had  shown  that 
scarcely  more  than  two-fifths  of  the 
American  People  were  even  so  &r 
hostile  to  Slavery  to  wish  its  farther 

a. 

difiusion  arrested.  Had  ])olitical  ac- 
tion been  free  in  the  Slave  States, 
they  woidd  probal)ly  have  swelled 
Mr.  Lincoln's  poll  to  fully  Two  Mil- 
lions; but,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
hopeless  distraction  and  discourage- 
ment of  the  pro-Slavery  forces  so 
paralyzed  efibrt  on  that  side,  by  de- 
monstrating its  futility,  as  seriously 
to  diminish  the  anti-Lincoln  vote. 
Had  there  been  but  one  instead  of 
three  pro-Slavery  tickets  in  the  field, 
its  vote  in  Maine,  JS^ew  Hampshire, 


•  A  Soiuhorn  gf^ntloman,  writing  fWmi  An* 
gusta,  Ga.,  in  February,  1861,  said: 

'*l!niie>tentlxa  of  oar  jonth  go  ooutanttj 

anned ;  and  tlie  common  iiso  of  deadly  weapons 
is  quite  disrCKardod.  No  control  can  be  oxor- 
cisod  over  a  lad  after  ho  is  fourteen  or  lift  ecu 
Tears  of  a^.  He  then  beoooMM  '  Mr.'  lo^nd-so, 
and  aoknowladges  no  nunter.*' 

The  Btreoi-flghti,  dueL%  etc.,  so  prominent 
among  the  '  peculiar  institutions'  of  the  South, 
doabtlesa  conduced  to  the  ready  adaptation  of 
Imt  whitas  to  a  aM»  of  war. 

•Pollard,  in  his  "Southern  History"  of  onr 
Struggle,  amart^,  if  not  quite  accurately,  says: 

^o  war  of  1812,  the  North  fiirnisliod 
S8;f52  8oldi.?r-(;  the  S^xitli  Of., SI 2— making  a 
aolfority  of  37,u:iO  in  favor  of  tlie  South.  Of 
Hw  mnlMr  AmiaiMd    the  ir«rtb— 


MafsnfliUsoMs  furnished. ...... .3, 1 1 0 

New  Hampshire     "    8»7 

Connecticut    337 

Bhode  Island       "    631 

.Yeimont  "    .  181 

In  all  5,162 

While  the  State  of  8outliCaroU]iafiinuBhedfi,68e. 
In  the  Mexican  ^Vnr, 

Massachusetts  fumislicd  ..1,04T 

Kew  Uampehire    "    1 

The  other  Neir  Bngland  Statea.  .0,000 

In  nil  1,043 

The  whole  number  of  troops  contributed  hf 
the  North  to  the  Mexican  War  was  23,054;  white 
the  South  contributed  -13,630 — very  nearly  dou- 
ble— and,  in  proportion  to  her  pomilation,  four 
tioMe  anna^y  aoldien  aa  the  Kom." 

'Lbioalii  l,8eT,eiO{  aUothtra  a^tS9,VM. 


Digitized  by  Google 


SLAYEBT  THE  BELIG 


ION  OP   'THE  SOUTH.*  gOl 


Oonnecticnt,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  11- 
linois,  and  (in  i'nct)  nearly  every  Free 
State,  would  have  been  far  heavier 
than  tliat  actually  returned;  so  it 
will  he  but  fair  to  estimate  the  pro- 
Slavery  voters  of  the  entire  Union  jv-s 
preponderating  in  just  about  the  pro- 
portion of  Three  lOttioiu  to  Two. 
In  other  words,  three-fifUu  of  the  en- 
tire American  People  (the  Bladas 
being  then  of  little  more  acoonnt, 
politically,  than  so  many  cattle)  sym- 
pathized with  the  Hehellion  in  bo  far 
as  its  animating  }>urpo.sc  was  tlie  t'or- 
tifieation.  diffusion,  and  aggrandize- 
ment of  Slavery. 

And  thiB  explains  that  exaggeration 
ot  the  importance  as  well  as  of  the 
beneficence  of  human  ohattelhood 
which  ig  seen  to  pervade  all  the  ear- 
lier harangues,  manifestoes,  and  State 
papers,  circulated  or  uttered  in  the 
interest  of  Diounion,  He  woidd  un- 
derrate the  sagacity  of  the  conspira- 
tors, and  impute  to  them  a  blind 
Ihnaticiam  which  they  never  felt, 
who  should  fail  to  take  into  account 
the  state  of  antecedent  opinion  where- 
on these  were  designed  to  operate. 
Let  him  but  consider  that,  through- 
out thirteen  of  the  iit^een  Slave  States, 
no  iournal  of  any  n(jte  or  infiuence 
had  for  many  years  l)et'n  ir-sucd  which 
was  not  an  ardent  champion  and  eu- 
lof^t  of  Slavery — that  no  man  could 
be  diosen  to  Congress  from  any  dis- 
trict in  those  thirteen  States,  and 
none  from  more  than  two  districts 
of  the  entire  fifteen,  who  was  not 
a  facile  and  eager  instrument  of  the 
Slave  Power,  even  thougli  (as  in 
West  Virginia)  their  inhabitants  well 

"  Of  tho  pcrmons  with  wliich  tho  South  was 
carpeted — '  thick  as  Autamaal  leaves  that  strew 
tbs  ImouIui  In  VdioaihiiM^^clWMi  VofWBiber, 
I860,  and  Kaj,  1861, fbM  entttled  «*81av«xa 


understood  that  Slayery  was  to  them 
a  blight  and  a  curse — that  everj 
prominent  and  powerful  religious  or- 
ganization throughout  the  South  was 
sternly  pro-Slavery,  its  ])reacher8 
making  more  account  in  their  ])relec- 
tions  of  I  lam  and  Ouesimus  than  of 
Isaiah  and  John  the  Baptist — and  be 
will  be  certain  to  render  a  judgment 
less  hasty  and  more  just  There 
were  probably  not  a  hundred  white 
churches  south  of  the  Potomac  and 
Ohio  which  would  have  received  an 
avowed  Abolitionist  into  their  com- 
munion, though  he  had  been  a  Jona- 
than Edwards  in  Orthodoxy,  a  Wes- 
ley in  piety,  or  a  Buuyan  in  religious 
zeal.  The  Industry,  Commerce,  and 
Politics  of  the  South  were  not  mora 
squarely  based  on  Slavery  than  was 
itsBeligion.  "Every  great  national 
religious  organization  had  either  been 
rendered  pliant  and  subservient  to  the 
l)ehests  of  Sla\  ery  or  liad  been  t^hiv- 
ercd  by  ita  resistance  thereto.  And 
no  sooner  had  Secession  been  inau- 
gurated in  the  South  than  the  great 
Protestant  denominations  which  had 
not  alread  V  1  .roken  their  connection 
with  the  ]S'orth  proceeded  unanir 
mously  and  with  empliasis  to  do  po — 
the  Protestant  Episcopalians,  who 
had  never  received  a  word  of  reproof 
for  slaveholding  from  their  Xorthem 
brethren,  unanimously  taking  the 
lead,  followed  by  the  still  more  nu- 
merous Baptists.  And  even  the 
Southern  Press,  incendiary  and  vio- 
lent as  it  was,  was  outstripped  by  the 
Southern  pulpit  in  the'ununimity  and 
vehcTneiire  of  its  fulminations  in  be- 
half of  Secession." 

Divine  Trust,"  by  Rev.  B.  M.  Palmer,  of  New- 
Orleans,  was  perhaps  the  raost  forcible  and  note- 
worthy.  In  it,  Mr.  Palmer  says : 
"In  drtwnnining our  dii(y  in  this  uatugm^ 
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And  not  in  the  South  only,  hut  in 

Ihe  Korth  also,  had  the  temples  and 
Ofganizations  of  raligioii  been  gradu- 
ally molded  and  manipulated  into  a 
more  guarded  but  not  less  effective 
Bubserviency  to  the  Slave  Power. 
Of  the  many  periodicals  edited  and 
issued  in  the  interest  of  the  Boman 
Catholic  fidth  and  polity,  hardly  one 
had  ever  indicated  eyen  a  wish  that 
Slavery  should  611;  while  a  large 
niajority  were  among  its  most  vehe- 
ment, unshrinking  champions.  The 
case  was  scarcely  better  with  those 
sustained  by  the  Protestant  Episco- 
palians ;  while,  among  the  organs  of 
the  otlier  great  denominations,  Sla- 
rwy  had  about  as  many  apologists 
aaassailants.  The  godless  roffianism 
and  rowdy  lawlessness  of  the  North 
were,  coone,  as  thorou^'^lily  pro- 
Slavery  as  those  of  tlie  South — con- 
Bcious  bjiscness  and  ill-deserving  al- 
ways requiring  somewhat  to  look  down 
U"|)on  and  to  trample  underfoot ;  and 
he  who  has  nothing  else  to  boast  of  al- 
ways seeking  to  inake  themost  of  the 
[oonstractive]  whiteness  of  his  skin. 

it  ia  necessary  that  we  should  first  ascertain  tho 
nature  of  the  trust  providentially  committed  to 
us.  *  *  Tho  particular  trust  aaeignod  to  soch  » 
people  becones  the  pledge  of  IMvue  nroteetion; 
and  their  fidelity  to  it  dCtWIIlilMS  the  fktebf 
which  it  is  ovLTtakeu.  •  ♦  • 

"  If,  then,  thf  South  is  Buch  a  people,  what, 
•ft  tfaiB  Juacture,  is  their  provideaUal  trust?  I 
•Hwer,  that  It  b  to  eonterve  and  perpelmk  the 

tif<tilut  ''tt  of  <ti!>i''.s'ir  Sl'Vcr.!  'i  >in  e.ci'^lirig.  *  • 
For  UH,  113  now  aituatfd,  llie  duty  is  plain,  ol' 
conserving  and  transmittinj?  the  Hyst-  iu  of  >la- 
fery,  with  tho  freest  scopo  for  ita  uaturui  devel- 
opment and  extension.  *  *  *  ' 

"  Tht'f  duty  is  bounden  upon  us  again,  as  the 
constitutf  d  ijuardians  of  thr  sLms  them'<flres.  Our 
lot  is  not  in.iro  iiiiplifateil  in  theirs  than  is  tiieir 
lot  ia  oursi  in  our  mutual  reUliuus,  we  aurvivo 
or  we  perish  together.  The  worst  foes  of  the 
black  race  are  thoee  who  have  intenneddled  la 
their  behalf.  We  know,  ttetter  than  others,  that 
every  attribute  of  their  ^hawfltftr  flM  tfaeok  for 
dependence  and  servitude. 

"  By  nature,  tho  most  aflbctionate  and  loyal  of 
•U  races  beneath  the  sun,  thoy  are  also  llie  most 
heiress ;  aud  oo  calaoutj  oau  befUl  them  great- 


It  thus  ohanoed  that,  in  tliis,  as  in 
Bome  other  oontroTereies,  |the  gleek 
sanctity  and  the  rough  rascality  at 
the  respective  extremities  of  the 
social  Rcale  were  found  acting  in 
concert,  as  when  the  Jewish  hierarchy 
were  aided  in  compastiing  the  death 

of  JesosbythenbUecryof 'GnieiQr 
himP  alternated  with  damors  fiirj 

the  releasee  of  Barabbas  the  rohbtSL^ 
Y.  TheBebellioahad,attheoutBet 
of  the  struggle,  tho  immense  advan- 
tiurc  always  enjoyed  by  the  belligerent 
who  alone  has  a  positive  creed,  a 
definite  purpose,  and  is  moving  di- 
rectly, consistently,  toward  his  pro- 
chdmed  goal.  It  said,  <  I  stand  iof 
Slavery — strike  for  Slavery — pnft  all 
at  risk  for  Slaveiy— and  I  demand 
the  sympathy  and  succor  of  all  who 
concur  with  me  in  regarding  Slavery 
as  just  and  beneficent.'  And  what 
it  thus  boldly  and  reasonably  de- 
manded it  naturally  and  generally 
secured.  There  were  slaveholders  of 
the  Bevolutionary  school — relics  of 
the  era  or  inheritors  of  the  fidth  of 
Washington  and  JeffiBrson — who  ra- 

or  tliun  tlnj  \o>i»  of  that  protection  they  enjoy 
undt  r  this  patriarchal  system.  •  •  • 

"Last  of  all,  in  this  great  struffiK  1P$  d^fmd 
0k8  ermw  fif  €hd  and  of  rtligvm.  The  AbolttioD 
spirit  ig  lui'loniably  nthi'istic.  *  •  It  is  nowhere 
denied  that  the  first  urliile  in  the  creed  of  the 
(loniinnnt  parfy  is  tho  restrictioa  Of  SlliVeiy 
within  its  present  limits.  *  *  * 

"TMr argument,  then,  whkb swwpeofotthd 

ontirr'  firclc  of  our  relations,  toudiee  the  SmV 
card:tial  pnints  of  duty  to  our.sdves,  to  mtr  aJaoea, 
to  Uu  KoihL,  and  to  Almighlij  GW.  It  ratahliahos 
the  nature  and  aolemnity  of  our  preseut  trusts  to 
pmervttmdbymtmitourexblktffti/almtfd^^ 
servitude,  with  the  right,  unchanged  by  man,  to  go 
and  root  iLv  lf  uherei-er  Proi'idenr^  arul  nature  vuiy 
cart;/  it.  This  trii'^t  we  will  (iis.  liargi\  in  tho 
face  of  the  worst  possible  ]>e!  iL  ThuuRh  war 
be  the  aggregmticD  of  all  evils,  yet,  should  tlie 
madness  of  the  hour  appeal  to  the  arbitration  off 
the  sword,  we  will  not  shrink,  even  from  the 
bapti.«m  of  fire.  If  nio  ii-rn  cru~ailor^  st  iml  ill 
serried  ranks  upon  some  plain  of  Ksdraclonf 
there  shall  wo  bo  in  defense  of  onr  trust.  Nok 
till  tho  last  man  has  fallen  behind  the  last  no^ 
part,  shall  it  drop  from  our  handa«'' 
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pndiated  Seoeenon  and  dung  to  the 
Union;  but  there  wu  not  tn  earneet 

devotee  of  human  chattelliood  — 
whether  in  the  South  or  in  the 
North — whether  in  America  or  in 
Europe — whether  a  Tory  aristocrat, 
scorning  and  fearing  the  unwashed 
multitude,  or  an  Irish  hod-carrier,  of 
the  latest  importation,  hating  '  nay- 
gurs,'  and  iriahing  them  all  'nnt 
hack  to  AlHca,  where  they  belong* — 
whoee  heart  did  not  throb  in  open 
or  secret  sympatliy  with  tlie  Slave- 
holders' Rebellion.  Many  did  this 
whose  judgments  told  them  that 
Sece^ion  was  a  mistake  —  a  rat^h, 
headlong  staking  of  momeutoua  in- 
terests on  the  doubtful  chances  of 
a  mortal  strife  that  might  easily 
and  safely  have  been  avoided ;  but, 
after  all,  the  truth  remained,  that 
whoever  really  loved  Slavery  did  not 
and  could  not  regard  the  Rebellion 
otlierwise  than  with  tenderness,  with 
forbearance,  with  that  '  fellow  feel- 
ing' that  'makes  wundrous  kind,' 
and  insists  that  the  mistakes  it  sees 
and  admits  shall  be  regarded  and 
treated  with  generous  allowance. 
There  were  thousands  in  the  Free 
States,  never  really  for  bondage, 
wliom  party  ties  and  party  necessities 
had  held  in  silent,  passive  complicity 
with  the  Slave  Power  throngli  years, 
whose  bonds  were  snap|>ed  like  glass 
by  the  concussion  of  the  lirst  cannou- 
■hot  of  tho  war ;  but  whoever  was 
really  pro-Slavery  was  at  heart  an 
apologist  Ibr  if  notaa  active  partisan 
«i  the  Slaveholders*  Rebellion — ^not 
merely  at  first,  but  so  long  as  his 
afifections  were  nnweaned  from  the 
grim  and  gory  idol  of  their  early  love. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Unionists 
were  fettered,  their  unity  threatened, 
their  enthusiasm  chilled,  their  effi- 


ciency impaired,  by  ibe  eomplioation 
of  the  struggle  widi  the  problem  ni 

Slavery.  They  stood  for  Law,  Or- 
der, aadEstablished  Right ;  all  which 
were  confidently,  jjluusibly  claimed 
as  guarantors  of  Slavery.  They  were 
struggling  to  preserve  the  Union ; 
yet  their  elBforts,  even  in  their  own 
despite,  tended  to  unsettle  and  en- 
danger that  which,  in  the  oonoeptioft 
of  many,  was  the  Union's  chief  end 
and  flmisdon.  Even  the  loyal  Mil- 
lions were  not  ripe,  at  the  outset— 
though  they  might,  by  a  heroic  leader, 
have  been  surely  and  rapidly  ripen- 
ed— for  stern  dealing  with  the  source 
of  all  our  woes.  Hence,  the  proffer 
of  new  concessions,  new  guarantees 
to  Slavery,  badked  by  vehement  prot- 
estations of  devotion  to  its  chartered 
rights,  whidi  marked  the  initial  stft> 
ges  of  the  struggle.  The  reflecting 
few  remembered  how  kindred  profes- 
sions— doubtless  sincere — of  unsha- 
ken, invincible  loyalty  to  the  British 
Crown,  were  constantly  reiterated  by 
our  fathers  in  all  the  earlier  stages  of 
their  Bev(dnttonary  struggle;  and 
how  like  protestations  of  loyklty  to 
the  throne  and  person  of  Louis  XYL 
were  persisted  in  by  the  leaders  <]i 
the  French  in  their  great  convulsion, 
down  to  within  a  short  period  of  the 
abolition  of  the  monarchy,  closely 
followed  by  the  execution  of  tlie  mon- 
arch. So  History  repeats  its  great 
lenoos,  and  must,  bo  long  as  the  ]ift> 
ture  of  Man  remains  essentially  un- 
changed. The  Bepublicans  of  1860 
purposed  no  more  than  the  Secession- 
ists a  speedy  and  violent  overthrow 
of  Slavery.  Each  were  but  instm- 
ments  in  the  hands  of  that  benign, 
inscrutable  Power  which  '  shapes  our  j 
ends,  rough-hew  them  as  we  will ' 
bat,  in  their  common  blindness,  the 
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ftdvantage  waa  with  those  who  seemed 

to  be  struggling  more  directly,  logical- 
ly, fearlessly  toward  their  avowed  end. 

YI.  The  strong  reliance  of  the 
Rebek  on  their  Cotton,  as  so  vitally 
nef-e-^sarv  to  tlie  juaritiine  Poweni  of 
Europe  that  it  would  compel  them 
apecdily  to  recognize  the  independ- 
ence of  the  Oonfederaoj,  and  eren  to 
aid  in  its  aehleremen^  hf  fbmbly 
taaaing  the  fixreaeen  blockade  of  their 
ports,  was  not  justified  by  the  event. 
Communities,  like  individuals,  are 
apt  to  magnify  their  own  conse- 
quenco,  and  to  fancy  the  rest  of  man- 
kind subsisting  by  their  favor,  if  not 
on  their  bounty.  ("Soldiers I"  said 
ft  G^enl,  going  into  battle,  ''re* 
member  that  yon  are  Portiigaeaen 
The  Southrons^  in  their  impetuosity 
and  conceit,  seem  not  to  have  duly 
considered  that  i/ieir  dependence  on 
oth(>r>  wa3  in  the  direct  ratio  of  the 
depondeiice  of  others  on  tliem,  and 
that  Europe  could  dispense  with  their 
Cotton  with  (at  least)  as  little  incon- 
Tei^ienoe  as  they  oodd  fbrego  fhe  re- 
Cttpt  of  whatsoever  its  proceeds  might 
purchase.  Yet  it  is  manifeet  that  a 
region  which  pr(Kluced  for  sale  only 
a  few  great  staples^,  which  western 
Europe  could  not  produce  and  mlist 
largely  buy,  and  which  bought  freely 
of  whatever  Europe  most  desired  to 
sell,  would  be  regarded  with  partial- 
ity by  her  mann&ctoxing  and  trading 
cIsBBfifl,  when  contrasted  with  an  ad- 
fersavy  who  laiigely  bonght'  Gotten 
and  Tobacco,  and  made  Wares  and 
Fabrics  to  sell.  It  is  but  stating  the 
most  obvious  truth  to  assert  that — 
regarding  the  Southrons  a.^  generous, 
lavish  customers,  and  the  Yankees  as 
sharp,  close-fisted,  tricky,  dangerous 
rivals,  the  rosponaible  authors  of  the 
Am^*^  taiifiB^  whereby  their  ex- 


ports to  the  New  World  were  re- 
stricted and  their  profits  seriously 
curtailed — the  fabricating,  trading, 
banking  classes  across  the  Atlantic 
were,  for  the  most  part,  early  and 
ardent  partisans  of  Disunion. 
-  YII.  That  the  ingrain  Tories,  Ari^ 
tooaAs,  and  Beiefeionisis  of  the  Old 
World  should  be  our  instinctive,  im- 
placable  foes,  was  inevitable.  For 
eighty  years,  this  Bepublie  had  been 
not  only  a  standing  but  a  growing 
refutation  of  their  most  cherished 
theories,  their  vital  dogmas.  A  New 
England  town  meeting,  wherein  the 
shoemaker  moves  that  $6,000  be  thia 
year  raised  by  it  for  the  support  of 
common  schools^  and  is  seoonded  by 
the  blachsmith — neither  of  them 
worth,  perhaps,  the  shop  wherein  by 
daily  labor  he  earns  his  daily  bread  / 
— the  wagon-maker  moving  to  amend 
by  raising  the  sum  to  $S,000,  and 
the  doctor  nuiking  a  five-minutes' 
speech  to  show  why  this  should  or 
should  not  prevail — ^when  the  quee* 
tion  is  taken,  first  on  the  amendment, 
then  on  the  main  propositioin — either 
of  them  standing  or  &]Iing  as  a  mtr 
jority  of  those  present  shall  decide — 
such  is  a  spectacle  calculated  to  strike 
more  terror  to  the  soul  of  Kingcraft 
than  would  tlie  apparition  of  a  score 
of  speculating  Kousseuus  or  lighting 
Garibaldis ;  and  its  testimony  to  the 
safety  and  beneficence  <tf  intelligent 
democracy  increases  in  weight  with 
every  year  of  its  peaceful  and  proa* 
perous  endurance.  When  it  has  qui- 
etly braved  unharmed  the  shocks  and 
mutations  of  three-quarters  of  a  cen- 
tury, assertions  of  its  utter  insecurity 
and  baselessness — solemn  assurances 
that  it  cannot  possibly  stand,  and 
must  inevitably  topple  at  the  firsi 
serious  trial — sound  very  much  like 
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fineeh  predictions  of  a  repeatedly  post- 
poned, but  still  confidently  expected, 
*end  of  the  world.'  Curlyle  once  re- 
marked that  the  Britisli  i)c<)ple,  hav- 
ing considered  and  condemned  all 
tlie  arguments  for  retaining  the  Com- 
LawB  that  could  be  ezpreesed  in  lan- 
guage, were  stQl  waiting  to  see 
whether  there  might  not  be  Bome 
reasons  therefor  quite  imutterable. 
So  the  people  of  Europe,  having 
endured  tlio  burdens  and  fetters  of 
Aristocracy  and  Privilege  tlirontjhout 
throe  generations,  on  the  strength  of 
assurances  that  all  democracies  were 
neeeeBarily  violent,  nnstable,  regard- 
kea  of  the  rights  of  Property,  inimi- 
cal to  Social  Order,  and  iDcompatible 
with  tranquillity  and  thrift,  had  be- 
gun Tory  generally  to  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  their  self-appointed  guides  and 
rulers  to  the  actual  condition  of  the 
Model  Republic,  and  toa.sk  tlioni  how 
they  reconciled  their  theoriub  with 
that.  The  question  was  an  n^^jr  one, 
to  whicb  not  eren  a  plausible  answer 
oonld  be  given,  until  Jefferson  Davis 
nipplied  one.  H<^  and  gratitude 
on  the  one  hand,  l^rehension  and 
dread  on  the  otlier,  made  the  heredi- 
tary masters  and  chief  priests  of  the 
Old  World  the  natural,  iostiuctive 
aliica  of  the  Slaveholders'  liebellion. 
JSence,  of  all  Hie  British  military  or 
liaval  officers,  the  high-bom  Amotion- 
aii^fl^  who  visited  our  countrj  during 

»8trug{^  few  even  affected  neu- 
ty  or  reserve,  while  the  great 
\  majority  were  the  open,  ard^t  par- 
Vjisans  of  the  Eebel  cause, 

YIII.  The  vastness  of  the  temtory 
occupied  by  the  belligerents,  the 
rugged  topography  of  much  of  the 
country  over  whidi  fhe  contest  was 
fi>ught,  the  general  badness  of  Ameri- 
can loads,  with  the  eztraoidinaiy 
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fiusHttieB  newly  afforded  to  military 
operations  by  the  Kailroad  and  tiie 
Electric  Telegrajih,  secured  enonnouB 
advantages  to  the  party  standing 
generally  on  the  defensive.  Tho 
Confederate  President,  sitting  in  lua 
cabinet  at  Kontgomeiy  or  Bichmond, 
could  thence  diqpatch  a  mcssi^se  to  his 
lieutenant  in  Florida  or  on  the  Bio 
Grande,  and  receive  a  response  lha 
next  day — perhaps  the  next  hour — 
while  our  President  or  6eneral-in- 
Cliief  could  not  hear  <tf  operations 
at  Pensacola  or  New  Orleans  for  a 
week  or  more,  and  so  could  not  give 
seasonably  the  orders  required  to  X9r 
pair  a  disaster  or  improve  a  viotMy. 
The  reooveiy  of  Kew  Orleans  waa 
first  learned  in  Washington  through 
Eichmond  journals ;  and  so  of  many' 
other  pignul  ITi)i(»n  trinmph!».  A 
coq)3  could  be  sent  from  Virginia  to 
Tennejisee  or  ^Mississippi,  by  the  Con- 
federates, iu  half  the  time  that  was 
required  to  countervail  the  move- 
ment on  our  side.  If  they  chose  to 
menace  Kewbem,  K.  C,  or  our 
forces  on  the  Sea  Islands  of  South 
Carolina,  they  could  do  so  with  troops 
drawn  from  Pichmond  or  Chattanoo- 
ga before  we  could  learn  that  any  had 
started.  True,  as  the  war  -vvore  on, 
and  their  railroads  wore  out — moro 
especially  after  their  territory  was 
cut  in  two  by  the  opening  of  tha 
Mississippi — this  advantage  was  ma- 
terially lessened ;  but  the  ruggedness 
of  the  country  remained;  while  tlie 
badness  of  American,  especially  of 
Southern,  roads,  ati'orded  undimin- 
ished, and,  to  a  European,  inconceiv- 
ably, great  advantages  to  the  party 
acting  on  the  defensive. 

DC  The  Oonfederates  had  a 
superiority  from  the  first  -in  this, 
that  their  leadeiRB  and  officeni  were 
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thorooglilj  M»  eametL  Their  ehief 
had  been  educated  at  West  Point, 
bad  fought  through  the  Mexican 
War,  Iiad  been  fonr  years  at  the 
head  of  the  War  Department,  and 
been  succeeded  therein  by  Floyd,  a 
man  atler  hia  own  heart,  who  left 
the  service,  at  tlie  close  of  1860,  in 
preciBel  J  that  state  which  was  deemed 
most  fitvonble  to  their  great  design. 
One,  if  not  both,  of  them  knew  per- 
sonally almost  every  officer  in  our 
service;  knew  the  military  value  of 
eaeli ;  knew  that  he  waa  pliant  or 
otherwise  to  the  beliests  of  slave- 
holding  treason.  They  know  whom 
to  call  away  to  help  organize  and 
lead  their  own  forces,  and  who,  eren 
if  loyal,  would  serve  them  better  in 
our  armies  than  he  oonld  do  in  their 
own.  The  immense  advantages  they 
thus  secured  can  never  be  overesti- 
mated. Their  Generals  ex|)Oscd  tlieir 
Jivc-^  in  leading  or  re}>elling  charges 
Willi  a  reckless  courage  which  made 
promotions  rapid  in  their  ranks ;  and, 
where  the  troops  on  both  sidiw  are 
raw  and  undisciplined,  tiie  bravest 
and  most  detennined  ofBcers,  if 
capable,  are  seldom  beaten.  In  the 
course  of  the  war,  eminent  courage 
and  conspicuous  cowardice  were  often 
displayed  on  either  side;  but  the 
Kcbels  were  seldom  beaten  through 
the  pusillanimity,  never  through  the 
treachery,  of  their  leaders. 

On  the  other  hand,  President  Lin- 
ooln,  without  military  education  or 
experience,  found  himself  suddenly 
plunged  into  a  gigantic  and,  to  him, 
most  uneaqpected  war,  with  no  single 

"  "  Mr.  Lincoln,"  said  an  officer  who  called  at 
the  White  ITous^o  durinf*  llif  dark  days,  when 
WaahiDgtoa  was  isolated  and  threatened  from 
•vwryaMo,  "  every  om  alwinaf  deMrlyoOibnt  / 
•ever  wUL"  Mr.  linooln  thuiked  and  dismined 
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member  of  his  Galnneteven  pretend- 
ing to  military  genius  or  experience, 

and  with  the  offices  of  his  army 
filled  to  his  hand  l>y  those  who  were 
now  the  chiefs  of  the  Rt-hellion. 
His  officers  were  all  straiigcrri  to  liini  ; 
many  of  them  superannuated  and  ut- 
terly inefficient,  jet  bearing  names 
associated  with  remembered  heroism, 
and  not  to  be  shelved  without  in- 
voking popular  as  well  as  personal 
reprobation.  How  should  an  Illi- 
nois lawyer,  fresh  from  comparative 
obscurity,  and  who  never  witnessed 
the  firing  of  a  platoon  or  read  a  page 
of  Vauban,  ])resume  to  say,  even 
had  he  dared  to  tlunk,  that  the  il- 
lustrious lieutenaat^eneral  at  the 
head  of  our  armies^  covered  all  over 
with  the  deep  scars  of  wounds  re- 
ceived in  glorious  conflicts  nearly 
half  a  century  ago,  no  longer  pos- 
sessed the  mental  vigor  requisite  to 
tlie  planning  of  carnjmigns  or  the 
direction  of  military  movements  < 
The  bare  suggestion,  on  Mr.  Lincoln's 
part,  would  have  been  generally  scout- 
ed as  the  acme  of  ignorant  oonceil 
and  fool-hardy  presumption. 

But  not  merely  was  it  true  that, 
while  Jefferson  Davis  was  not  only 
able  to  place  every  man  in  his  service 
exactly  in  the  position  he  deemed 
him  fitted  for,  while  Abraham  Lin- 
coln had  neither  the  requisite  knowl- 
edge "  nor  the  legal  authority  to  do 
likewise  with  ottr  officers^  the  fiMSt 
that  every  one  who  went  over  to  the 
Confederates  thereby  proved  that  his 
/i£art  was  in  their  cause,  gave  that 
side  a  just  confidence  in  th^  mili- 

him  to  his  duties.  Two  days  afltrward,  lie 
learned  that  this  modern  Peter  hud  ab.-'oonded 
to  tuke  service  with  the  Rebels.  His  name  waa 
J.  BaakhMd  Mtgrudar,  then  a  UeuL  OoL  ot 
AgOktji  tSaeb,  a  OonMsnite  M^Jor^toawiL 
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taiy  leaden  winxh.  waa  wanting  in 
oun.  The  bitter  distioh — 

*  HMTen  tAko«  the  prnxl,  too  good  on  cwrth  to  $taj. 

And  IcftVC*  the  Ixul,  lu<>  bad  lo  tok*  AWSJ 

haa  a  qualified  application  to  this 

case.  Of  tlio  army  c^^eers — some 
two  liundrcd  in  luunber — who  went 
over  to  the  Rebellion,  not  one  fancied 
tliat  lie  was  cuusulting  his  own  ea^ic 
or  physical  oom&rt  in  ao  doing. 
8ay  thej  were  ambitioQ%  '  sectional,' 
traitorooa,  forswom,  or  whatever  yon 
will:  it  is  barely  poaaible  that  some 
of  tlieni  shared  the  prevalent  Soutli- 
em  delusion  that  tlie  Xortli  would 
not  fight ;  but  it  is  not  probable  that 
their  error  on  this  point  at  all  up- 
proac  lied  that  of  their  stay-at-liome 
compatriots, who  supposed  the  North'* 
a  small  patch  of  country  mainly  de- 
Totod  to  the  production  of  ediool- 
maaters,  oonnter-jumpers,  peddlers, 
and  keepers  of  watering-place  hotels, 
all  keen  at  a  barcrain,  but  never  to 
be  driven  into  a  light.  Perliaj):*  no 
other  cla.*i8  ot  the  Southern  peojdo 
were  so  I'ree  from  the  prevalent  de- 
lusion on  this  head  as  were  their 
rdatively  educated,  widely-trayeled, 
observant  army  offioens^  who,  aban- 
doning the  service  of  their  whole 
country,  proffered  their  swords  and 
their  lives  to  the  cause  of  Human 
Slavery.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
indolent,  the  stolid,  the  conscious- 
ly inefficient,  who  aspired  to  light 
work  and  easy  living,  naturally 
elnng  to  a  sernoe  whenin  th^  had 
ibimdwhat  they  most  desired.  The 
GmfedenM^  might  tui;  the  Union, 
even  though  defeated  and  curtailed, 
could  not  well  absolutely  go  down. 
.  Many  thus  remained  whose  hearts 

Do  70a  know  John  WiOiamsT"  aaksd  a 

Bouthorn  yonn};  li  ly  of  average  education,  ad- 
drafsiog  hot  Yaakoe  school-austreas. — "  So,  I  do 


inclined  to  4ihe  other  ade,  but  who 
did  not  believe  the  overthrow  or  di^ 
mption  of  the  Union  would  prove  a 
light  undertaldng. 

X.  The  more  flagrant  instances 
of  official  cowardice  or  imbecility 
which"  tlicse  page^;.  must  often  record, 
will  sometimes  prompt  the  question — 
"  Were  these  men  downright  trai- 
tors I"  And  the  general  answer  must 
be:  Consoiougly,  pur|K)sely,  according 
to  their  own  conceptions,  they  were 
not  Th^  did  not  desire,  nor  seek 
to  compa.ss,  the  division  of  the  re* 
public.  Many  of  them  were  not  even 
bewildered  by  the  fatal  delusion  of 
State  omnipotence.  They  hoj)ed  for 
and  sought  such  an  issue  from  our 
perilous  complications  as  would  leave 
our  country  undivided,  and  stronger, 
more'powerfhl,  greater  than  before. 
But  they  had  undonbtingly  imbibed 
that  one«ded,  narrow,  false  concep- 
tion of  the  genius  and  history  of  our 
]iolitical  fabric  which  identifies  Sla- 
very with  the  Constitution,  making 
the  protection  and  conservation  of  tho 
former  the  chief  end  of  our  National 
existence— not  a  local  and  sectional 
excrsscence^  alien  and  hostile  to  the 
true  nature  and  parsmonnt  ends  of 
our  system,  to  be  borne  with  patience 
and  restrained  from  diffusing  its  virus 
until  opportunity  p.liould  be  present- 
ed for  its  safe  eradication.  To  this 
largo  and  intiuential  clas.s  of  our 
ofiieers,  the  Rebellion  seemed  a  sad 
mistake,  impelled  and  excused  by  the 
factious,  malignant,  unjustifiable  re- 
fusal of  the  Bepublicans  to  give  <  the 
South' her  *  rights'  in  the  territories ; 
and  they  controUingly  desired  that 
there  should  be  the  least  possible 

not  happen  to  recollect  aD7penoii  of  tbak  name.**  ^ 

"Wliy,  I  isnpnoued  jou  MUt  koOW  htn  hS  j '  .~  . 
camo  from  the  ^orth."  ^ 
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fightillg  unto  cool  reflection  and  the 
enormous  cost  of  the  struggle  Bhuuld 
calm  or  overbear  the  rage  of  extrem- 
ists on  both  side^,  and  induce  reunion 
on  the  l)a.si3y  sub-.tantially,  of  the 
Critteiideu  Compromise.  Whoever 
keepB  this  explanation  in  mind  will 
be  enabled  by  it  to  comprehend  moye- 
ments,  delaysi  TacQlations,  obstinate 
torpors,  and  even  whole  abortive  cam- 
paigns, which  must  otherwise  seem 
.  utterly  unaccountable. 

XI.  Tlie  Rebellion  had,  moreover, 
a  diH-ided  advantage  in  the  resj)ect 
that  all  it3  partisans,  civil  as  well  as 
military,  were  thoroughly  in  earnest, 
and  ready  to  jnove  their  fiiith  by  their 
world.  Ton  are  a  Unionist,*'  said 
a  Baltimorean  to  a  New  York  firiend 
— "  I  don't  doubt  it.  Biit  are  you 
rciidv  Xojiifht  for  the  Union?  I  am 
a  Set-cssionist,  and  am  going  to  ^litjht 
for  Secession.''  There  were  tew  real 
Suce&sionistB  who  shrank  from  this 
teat  of  their  sincerity.  On  the  side 
of  the  XTnion  were  the  calm,  calcnla- 
tions  of  interest,  the  dear  snggestbns 
of  duty,  the  inspirations  of  a  broad, 
benignant  patriotism  ;  but  these 
were  taine  and  leeblo  iinpulsos  when 
contrasted  with  the  vengeful  hate, 
the  q^uiveriug,  absorbing  rage,  the 

The  Lo'iiiritle  (K>j.)  Conrirr  of  Juno,  l^^R!, 
publislied  the  foUowing  infamous  fubrication  as 
ftwn  flu  Nkm  York  IVOwm;  and  irimiiiediatelf 

imn  the  rounds  of  tho  jouruala  of  tho  Confedcracj : 

"/Www  New  York  Tribune.  'Do  you 
■lARt  Tint  6iAirn|  AKD  tub  Booty  suali.  bk 

TOCBS,   ONLY    COMQUER  TlIt>E   UkIM  US   OF  TIIF. 

South  befobk  thk  next  chop  comw  i.v.  Tho 
next  crop  will  l>u  death  to  as  1  Let  it  bo  hewn 
down  in  the  fluid,  burued,  trampled,  lost;  or,  if 
you  have  the  opportuuilr.  ship  it  to  New  York, 
and  we  will  build  up  Goth;itn  by  tho  pri«s  it 
noit  bring  next  season.  Wo  shall  have  the 
mODOpoly  of  tho  RuirketB,  haviug  duly  siibjectt  d 
our  Taaaals  in  the  South.  Go  ahead,  brave  fel- 
lows, ZouavM  of  New  Torit,  whom  we  wet<e  apt 
to  P]iit  upin,  thoujjh  you  do  tho  work  at  Arcs, 
(io  ahead  I  Dou't  mind  yollow  fever;  don't 
nlDd  Maok  forit;  don't  mind  btUoos  tsnSf  or 


stormy  wrath,  which  possessed  the 

great  body  of  the  Secessionists,  trana- 
forming  even  women  into  ftends. 
These  imjnilses  were  sedulously  cul- 
tivated and  Htiraulated  bv  the  engi- 
neers of  Disunion,  through  the  un- 
contradicted diflfosion  by  their  joiir> 
nala  of  the  most  atrocions  forgeriea  ** 
and  the  most  shameless  inventions.** 
The  North  was  habitually  represent- 
ed to  the  ignorant  masses  of  the 
South  as  thirsting  for  tlieir  blood  and 
bent  on  their  extermination — as  send- 
ing fortli  luT  arnii('»  instructed  to 
ravish,  kill,  lay  waste,  and  destroy; 
and  the  }>ulpit  was  not  ikr  behind  ihe 
press  in  disseminating  these  atromooa 
fahiehooda.  Hence,  the  Sonthem 
militia,  and  even  conscripts,  were  im- 
j)elled  by  a  hate  or  horror  of  their 
adversaries  which  rendered  them 
valiant  in  their  own  despite,  making 
them  sometimes  victors  where  the 
memories  of  their  grandfathers  at 
Qiarleston  and  at  Gnilford,  and  of 
tfadr  fathers  at  Bladensbnig,  had  led 
their  foes  to  greatly  undervslne  their 
prowess  and  their  efficiency. 

XII.  AV^hether  Slavery  should  prove 
an  element  of  strength  or  of  weakness 
to  the  Kebellion  necessarily  depended 
on  the  n^auner  in  which  it  should  be 

H'holora,  or  moaslop.  or  pmall  pox.  or  hot  weather, 
or  hard  living,  or  cold  steel,  or  hot  shot  I  Gol'" 

»  n»  VwfiHk  ( To.)  HfanHd  of  April  SSd,  nid: 

"  It  is  nimoro<l  that  Lincoln  has  boon  (fruiuir 
Jitr  tiirw  (hnjs,  and  that  Capt.  I-eo  has  command 
at  the  Capitol;  and  also  thai  CV>1.  Lee,  ofYIr- 
ginia^  who  lately  rosigrned.  is  bombarding  Wa»h- 
inytm  from  Arlington  ITighta.  If  BO^  it  vfll 
aoi:>ount  for  liis  n  l  iKiviiii;  anived  llWO  totrilS 
command,  as  was  cxpvctud." 

7%e  yew  Orleaat  PSeaytme  of  about  Ifaj  IStli, 
18G1,  said: 

"  All  the  Haaaachusetts  troops  now  in  Waah- 
ingtoQ  are  negroea,  with  the  exception  of  two  or 
three  drummer  boys.  Gen.  Butler,  in  command, 
is  a  native  of  Uberia.  Our  readers  may  rcool- 
liH-t  eld  Ik'ii,  lliL'  harber,  who  kept  a  hhr>p  in 
Poydras-atreot,  and  emigrated  to  Liberia  with  a 
small  oompetnoa  Oen.  Butler  la  hia  aon." 
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treated  by  the  defenders  of  the  Union. 
It  was  a  nettle,  which,  liandled  timid- 
ly, tenderly,  was  certain  to  sting  the 
hand  that  tlnis  toyed  with  it ;  the 
only  safety  lay  in  clutching  it  reso- 
lofteljand  finnly.  Slavery  had  nude 
the  Kebenion;  Slavery  ooSroed  the 
ScRtth  into  a  sOenoe  that  ooanter- 
feited  unanimity  by  howling  *  Aboli- 
tionist!' on  the  traek  of  every  one 
w]io  refused  to  seem  a  traitor  to  his 
country,  and  sending  its  bloodhounds 
and  Thna:s  to  throttle  or  knife  him. 
An  ariotucraey  of  tliree  liundred 
thonaand  famihes,  haughty,  high- 

-  qpliitedy  trained  to  anuB,  and  aocos- 
tomed  to  rolb  all  who  approached 
them,  wielding  all  the  reaonroes  and 
governing  the  conduct  not  only  of 

^  Four  trillions  of  Slaves,  but  of  nearly 
^  twice  that  number  of  free  persons, 
who  served  the  woolly  man-owners 
as  merchants,  fa('toi*s,  lawyers,  doc- 
tors, priests,  overseers,  navigators, 
medianics,  dave-hnntera,  etc,  etc, 
never  dreuning  that  tfaej  conld  eher* 
lah  any  cpiniona  bat  aoeh  as  the 
jilanting  aristocracy  prescribed,  was 
no  contempt  ible  foe.  So  long  as  their 
daves  phonld  remain  obedient  to 
their  orders  and  docile  to  their  will, 
kn(twinfr  nothing  but  what  they  were 
told,  and  hoping  for  nothing  beyond 
their  daily  rations  of  com  and  pork, 
a  oommnnity  of  Twelve  Killions, 
holding  an  area  of  nearly  One  Million 

.  iqiiare  miles — the  governing  caste 
conscripting  the  Poor  "Wliitcs  to  fill 
its  armies,  and  using  the  labor  of  the 
slaves  to  feed  and  clothe  them — pre- 
sented to  its  foes  on  every  side  a  front 
of  steel  and  flame.  Only  by  pene- 
trating and  disint^rating  tlieir  pha- 
lanx, 80  that  its  parts  aheald  no  longer 
tapport  each  diherj  bnt  their  enfbroed 
coheBion  give  place  to  their  natnral 


antagon  ism ,  could  its  power  be  broken  • 
and  its  persistence  overborne. 

And  here  it  may  be  instructive  to 
note  that  the  paramount  l(»yalty  to 
his  State,  vaunted  by  the  Southron 
aa  the  keystone  of  hit  poHtieal  ardi, 
alwajB  resolved  itself  ^  ^  searching 
analysis,  into  dsnrotioik  to  Slavery. 
ThnSj  when  Virginia  seceded,  wo 
have  seen  Alex.  H.  H.  Stuart,  with 
other  eminent  '  conservatives,'  who 
had,  up  to  this  point,  resisted  Dis- 
union, now  take  ground  in  its  favor ; 
while  Magoffin,  C.  F.  Jackson,  etc., 
always  insisted  that  it  was  to  kU 
SUOd  that  each  citizen  owed  his  first 
and  highest  dnty.  A  fkvored  officer 
in  our  regular  army  transmitted  his 
resignation,  to  be  tendered  in  case 
h'lx  Sfn/i'  seceded,  and  was  not  cash- 
iered therefor,  as  he  should  have  lieen 
promptly  and  finally.  All  over  the 
South,  men  said,  '  This  Secession  is 
madness — it  will  ruin  all  concerned — 
I  have  resiBted  it  to  the  best  of  my 
abilily-Tbat  iny  SkUs  has  seceded 
nevertheless^  and  I  most  (jfo  wiih  my 
State.*  But,  on  the  other  hand.  Ster- 
ling Price,  Humphrey  !Marsliall, 
James  B.  Clay,  Ric-hard  Ilawes, 
Simon  B.  Bnckncr,  William  Preston, 
Charles  S.  Morehead,  and  scores  like 
them — in  good  part  old  Whigs,  who 
could  not  help  knowing  better- 
never  seemed  to  imagine  that  the 
refutaH  of  their  respective  States  to 
secede  laid  them  nnder  the  smallest 
obligation  to  restrain  their  traitorons 
propensities.  '  State  Sovereignty*  was 
potent  only  to  authorize  and  excuse 
treason  to  the  Union—- 4iever  to  re- 
strain or  prevent  it. 

XIII.  The  Southeni  leaders  entered 
upon  their  great  straggle  with  the 
Union  under  the  impression— which, 
wi&  the  more  sangnine,  amoimted 
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to  nndmibting  confidence — that  they 
were  to  be  largely  aided  bv  coopera- 
tion and  diversion  on  the  part  of  their 
l^orthem  tHends  and  allioB.  >They 
did  not,  for  a  moment,  Bnppoee  that 
the  Free  States  were  to  be^  even  in 
appearance,  a  unit  against  their  ef- 
forts." Doubtless,  there  was  disap- 
pointment on  both  sides — the  North 
belie\nng  that  there  could  never  fail 
to  be  an  open  and  active  Union  party 
at  the  South ;  wliile  the  South  counted 
on  like  aid  from  the  North ;  but  there 
was  this  material  difference  between 
the  two  cases :  The  Southern  lead< 
ershad  received  innumeraUe  assnr- 
anccs,  through  a  series  of  years,  of 
Northern  sympathy  and  aid  in  the 
anticipated  struggle  for  their '  rights ;' 
■while  ]irobal)ly  no  single  Kcpublican 
had  received  a  letter  or  message  from 
any  Southron  of  note,  urging  that  no 
.  ooncession  be  made^  but  that  the 
Disunionists  be  crowded  to  the  wall, 
and  compelled  to  back  square  oat  or 
fight.  On  the  contrary,  almost  every 
Southern  plea  for  the  Union  had  as- 
sumed as  its  basis  that  the  Nortli 
could,  would,  and  should,  be  induced 
to  recede  from  its  posit  i<  «n  of  resistance 

to  Slavery  Extension,  or  else  . 

The  alternative  was  not  always  plain- 
ly expressed ;  but  the  infexenoe  was 
inesistible,  that  Sonthem  Unionism 
differed  from  Secessionism  in  that  it 


"  The  New  (Means  Picayune  of  February  2l8t, 
1861,  had  •  letter  fttm  its  New  Tork  ooire- 
Bpondent '  Antelope,'  dated  tho  13th,  wJiidi,  •writh 
refereDoe  to  Mr.  LIdcoIq's  speech,  two  dajrs  oar- 
litr,  tt  Indiaaapolia,  aiSd : 

"  Lincoln  even  poos  po  far  as  to  Intimntc  that 
hostile  armies  will  march  acro?3  the  seceded 
fitltos  to  carry  out  the  darliug  project  of  recap- 
ture, •nd  the  'enfiMrceuMDt  of  the  laws,'  bttthe 
surety  oouM  not  hKve  ooimted  tlie  droadAd  and 
eiokpuin^  result  when  puch  a  roiir?n  wninlo'cj 
through  his  hot  and  frenzied  brain.  March  hos- 
tile amiss  tiumgh  the  BouOMm  SUtes  I  Why, 
iriwrsan  tiw  wnUsstoooow  tern  that  an  to 


proposed  allowing  the  North  a  month 
or  two  longer  wliercin  to  back  out  of 
its  chosen  position  before  visiting  ita 
pel  vcrseness  with  the  letribntion  of 
file  and  sword.  *  Wait  a  little  long- 
er,' was  Hie  bnrden  of  Sonthem  ap- 
peals for  persistence  in  Unionism: 
'the  Korth  ia  preparing  toreoede: 
slie  will  presently  agree,  rather  than 
fight,  to  give  us,  at  least,  the  Critten- 
den Compromise.'  But  suppose  she 
should  not — what  then  ?  This  ques- 
tion was  sometimes  answered,  some- 
times not;  bat  the  logical  inference 
was  inevitable :  '  Then  we  will  unite 
with  yon  in  a  struggle  for  Disunion.' 
Here  were  the  toils  in  wliich  Virginia 
Unionism  had  inniu'shcd  itself  before 
tlio  bombardment  of  Sumter,  and 
wliicli  foredoomed  it  to  suicide  direct- 
ly thereafter. 

The  more  earnest  and  resolute 
Southerners  had  been  talking  of 
their '  rights  *  and  their '  wrongs,'  for 
a  number  of  years,  in  such  a  detiuite^ 
dedsive  way  that  they  felt  that  no 
one  could  justifiably  fail  to  compre- 
licnd  tlietn.  Some  of  tl¥^m  were 
Disunionists  outright — regarded  sepa- 
ration as  at  all  events  desirable  for 
the  South,  and  certain  to  enhance 
her  prosperity,  wealth,  and  power. 
Others  preferred  to  remain  in  the 
Union,  if  they  oould  shape  its  ipoUef 
and  mold  it  to  their  will;  but  the 

take  up  tho  mardif  Where  are  the  loons  of 

money  to  wmo  from  to  carry  on  this  diabolical 
and  fiendish  iTime  ?  An  ^in^rtcoA  army  auffi- 
denti^  powerful  cannot  be  raised  to  do  it ;  wfaik^ 
as  renrda  the  raising  of  noDeys  to  prosaents 

the  mtrlddal  etrife,  New  Tork,  the  hantrfng 

emporium  of  the  T'liinn.  will  rofiiso,  point  blank, 
to  advat)cc  a  dollar  for  sii  unholy  a  purpose.  ♦  *♦ 
"  No !  no  I  The  South  is  U<o  terribly  in  earn- 
est  fiMT  our  banlten  to  furnish  the  sinews  where- 
with to  whip  It  haclr  to  its  '  nllegiancc and,  if 
tho  atrociouH  game  8hoiil  !  still  lie  pt-rsistod  in, 
instead  of  having  the  fundi)  to  work  vrith,  the 
new  QoTemment  of  lb.  Uuoola  wiU  tad  Uself 
iiat  upon  its  bsdc." 
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former  class,  though  few  at  first,  liad 
been  steadily  gaining  from  the  latter. 
Each  of  these  were  coiistaiitly,  openly 
saying,  "Give  ns  our  ri<;hts  in  the 
Union,  or  we  will  secure  them  hy 
going  ont  of  the  Union."  When, 
therefore,  they  reoeiTed  xnesBages  of 
■Tmpatfay  and  dieer  from  their 
Kortheni  compatriots  in  many  ardn- 
0138  Struggles,  thej  oonld  not  bat 
understand  their  a-ssnranoos  of  con- 
tinued and  t]ioroup;li  ncconl  as  mean- 
ing what  was  imjtliod  l)y  like  assu- 
rances from  Soutli^rn  sources. 

Among  the  captures  hy  Gen. 
Gnnt^s  army,  during  his  glorious 
MiBBiBBippi  campaign  of  1868|  were 
several  boxes  of  the  letters  and  pri- 
▼ttte  papers  of  Jefferson  Davis,  found 
in  an  out-house  on  a  plantation  be- 
tween Jackson  and  Vickshurfj.  Seve- 
ral of  tliese  letters  were  given  to  tlie 
public  by  their  captors,  many  of 
them  bearing  the  signatures  of  North- 
ern ni«n  of  note,  who  have  never 
denied  their  authenticity.  These 
letters  tihrow  a  dear  li^t  on  the 
state  of  Southern  opinion  which  in- 
duced the  Secession  movement  of 
1860-61,  and  are  therefore  essential 
contributions  to  tho  historv  of  that 
peri<xl.  As  such,  a  portion  of  them 
will  here  be  given. 

So  early  aa  1850,  James  Buchanan 
(not  yet  Ftesident)  wrote  to  Mr. 
Davis,  complaining  that '  the  Sonth  * 
was  disposed  to  be  too  easily  satisfied, 
with  regard  to  her  'rights'  in  the 
territories.  In  tliis  'private  and 
confidential'  letter,  dated  Wheat- 
land, March  16th,  he  says : 

•*8o  for  from  havinpf  In  any  dorroo  rc- 
eolled  from  the  MiMuuri  Oompromise,  I  havo 
propared  a  letter  to  aaitain  it,  written  with 

fill  tlie  little  filiility  of  which  I  am  master. 


You  may  ask,  why  has  U  not  beon  pnhlished  t 
The  answer  is  very  easy.  From  a  careful 
examination  of  the  proceedings  in  Congress, 
it  is  clear  that  Non-Interrention  h  all  that 
will  he  required  hy  the  South.  Webster's  • 
speech  is  to  bo  the  baae  of  the  compromise 
— ^it  is  loaded  to  the  eoho  by  distiogublied 
Soatbem  men— and  what  Is  itt  Non-intcr* 
▼ention;  mid Xoti-Intertentumtbi^^temim 
fib  Wilmot  ProcUo  w  not  r0fuired  to  pre- 
vent th«eun$4^8ta9«rpjyom  being  in  flietti 
on  the  Trrritnritn.  rndcr  these  cironiiistan- 
ceA,  it  would  be  madness  in  me  to  publish 
my  letter,  and  take  higher  ground  for  the' 
South  than  they  have  taken  for  themselves. 
This  would  bo  to  out-IIerod  Ilerod,  iiiid  to 
he  more  Southern  than  tho  Scjuili.  It  could 
do  DO  good,  bat  might  do  much  mischief. 

"The  truth  is,  the  South  have  got  them- 
selves into  a  condition  on  this  question 
from  which  it  Mpeanto  mo  now  they  can- 
not eztrieate  themMlTeB.  My  proportion 
of  tin'  Missouri  Compromise  was  at  once 
abandoned  by  them,  and  the  cnr  was  Non- 
Intervention.  They  fimght  battle  at  the 
last  Presidential  election  with  \V\^  device 
upon  their  banners.  The  Demoorary  of 
Pennsylvania  are  now  everjrwhero  rallying 
to  Xon-IntiTVontion.  They  pnpposc  in  doing 
this  they  uro  Htunding  by  tlie  Soiilh  in  the 
manner  most  acceptable  to  their  Southern 
brethren.  Our  Demooratio  journals  are 
praising  the  speech  of  Webster,"  because  all 
the  appearances  are  that  it  is  satisfactory  to 
the  SoQth.  It  is  now  too  late  to  change 
fronf  with  any  hope  of  saeoeae.  Tou  rawj 
retreat  with  honor  upon  the  principle  that 
you  can  carry  your  slaves  to  California,  and 
hold  them  there  tindor  tho  Constitation,  and 
refer  the  question  to  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States.  I  am  sorry,  both  for 
your  sakes  and  my  own,  tliat  such  is  the 
condition  in  whicii  yoti  are  placed. 

"  /  my  for  my  own  takf,  because  I  can 
never  yield  the  position  which  I  have  de- 
liberately taken  in  favor  of  the  Missouri 
Oomproroise;  and  I  shall  be  assailed  by 
fanatics  and  free-soilers  as  long  as  I  live,  for 
having  gone  further  in  support  of  the  rights 
of  the  Kouth  than  Soutnem  Senators  and 

TJoyiresiTitativc;.  T  am  cninrnit'rd  for  the 
Missouri  ConipromidO,  and  thtj^t  committal 
ehall  etand, 

"Should  there  be  any  unexpected  chnnpo 
in  tho  aspect  of  affairs  at  Washington 
which  would  hold  out  the  hope  that  the 

f)ablication   of  my   Misj^onri  (\)!n[)romi9e 
etter  would  do  any  good,  it  bliall  yet  be 
jnil)lishe<l." 

In  this  spirit,  Northern  asinmiti 
and  oflBce-seekers  had  for  years  been 


»Kr.  W^bsloc*S  dspkfabfy  ftawoi  ipeedh  oTllanh  Hh,  1860. 
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egging  on  the  leaders  of  Southern 
opinion  to  take  !ii«;her  ground  in 
opposition  to  ^'«>rtlierri  'fanaticism' 
and  iu  assertion  of '  Southern  rights.' 
Gen.  John  A.  Quitman,  of  Missis- 
sippi— an  able  and  worthy  disciple  of 
1^.  Galhonn — in  a  letter  written 
shortly  before  his  death,  stated  that 
Senator  Douglas,  just  prior  to  the 
Cincinnati  Convention  of  1856,  made 
cornpluints  to  him  of  the  disposition 
of  Soutlierii  Tiien  to  be  too  ciisily 
satislied,  pubstautiallv  like  those  of 
Mr.  Buchanan,  just  quoted.  He 
soggested  that  thej  should  boldly 
demand  aU  thdr  rights,  and  accept 
nothing  leas.  In  this  spirit,  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  a  leading  Demo- 
crat of  Illinois,  formerly  Governor 
of  that  State,  wa-i  written  after  the 
seceaaion  ot"  South  (^arolina : 

"Reli.vii.i-k.  III.,  Dec.  2S,  18fiO. 
"  Dkau  Fi!Ii:m)3  :    J  write  to  you  bccuuso 
I  cannot  well  avoid  it.    1  ftin,  in  heart  and 
Bonl.  for  the  South,  as  they  are  right  in  the 
prirn'iples  and  posse^^  the  Cun-^titution. 

It'  the  public  mind  will  bear  it,  the  seat 
of  Oovernmmt  the  Ooremtnent  Itself;  and 
tho  Army  and  Navy,  oii„'lit  t<>  roinaiu  with 
the  Soatb  and  the  Constitution.  I  have 
been  promulgating  the  above  Bentitnent,  al- 
though it  is  ratlier  revolutionary.  A  Pro- 
visional Government  should  bo  established 
at  Wiwhinpton  to  receive  tho  power  of  the 
out-j^itin^  I'r("^i(lt't\t,  jiud  for  tlio  Presiik-iit 
elect  to  take  the  oath  of  u'.Yico  out  of  sluvo 
territory. 

Now  I  como  to  the  point.  AH  the  Slave 
States  must  geparate  from  the  North  arid 
come  togelher.  Tho  Free  States  will  not 
oonoeUe  an  atom,  bat  are  beut  on  the  de- 
stinetion  of  Slaverj.  Whj,  In  Ood^s  name, 
oannot  the  Nortliern  Slave  States  see  this 
fiwt,  as  clear  as  noonday  before  their  eyes? 

*'Tho  general  leccsdion  ought  to  be  ac- 
complished before  tho  4th  of  M;irch.  Mr. 
Bauhaaan  deserves  immortal  hmior  for  keep- 
ing down  bloodshc'l.  In  one  li(»ur,  hy  tele- 
graph, lie  could  order  Fort  Moultrie  to  firo 
on  CharK'ston,  and  tho  war  would  rago 
over  the  Union.  I  am,  in  heart  and  kouI, 
against  war;  bnt  the  best  way  to  keep 
peace  fs  to  be  able  to  defend  yourselves. 

*'  If  the  Slave  Stat-8  would  unite  and 
form  a  Convenllon,  thejr  might  have  the 
povir  to  colcos  this  Korth  uto  tsnns  to 


amend  the  OonsUtntion  so  ss  to  protaet 

Slavery  more  efficiently. 

"You  will  pardon  this  letter,  M  it  pro* 
oeeds  from  friendly  motivesi  from 

Toor  fHesd,       Jomr  itenrocM. 

"To  the  Hon.  JeCDarisandEz-Oovenior 
Wm.  Smith." 

Prof  Charles  W.  Ilackle}',  of  Co- 
lumbia College,  New  York,  ■writing 
two  davs  earlier  to  Mr,  Davi-i,  to 
buggebt  a  moderate  and  reasouublo 
mean  between  the  Korthern  and  the 
Southern  positions  respecting  the 
territories,  commences :  "Mysjinpa- 
thiesare  entirely  w^h '  the  Sondi'  "-^ 
an  averment  which  doubtless  meant 
much  more  to  tlie  receiver  than  was 
intended  hy  the  writer.  Yet  it  ia 
probable  tliat  nine  out  of  every  ten 
letters  written  from  the  Xorth  to  the 
Sooth  during  that  boding  Winter,  if 
they  touched  on  public  affairs  at  all, 
were  more  ezoeptionable  and  mis- 
leading than  was  this  OUe. 

EjtPresident  Pierce  wrote,  almost 
a  year  previou.sly,  and  in  prospect  of 
the  Presidential  nomination  for  1S60, 
as  follows : 

CLABB3nx)M  HoTEi^  Jan.  6,  IdCO. 
Mt  Dkar  Fmbn d  :  I  wrote  70a  an  an- 

satisfactory  note  a  day  nr  two  since.  I  have 
just  had  a  pleasant  interview  with  Mr.  Shep- 
ley,  whose  courage  and  fidelity  are  equal  to 
luH  loarniti''  and  lalont«i.  Ho  says  he  would 
ratiier  tight  tho  battle  with  you  as  tho  stand- 
ard-bearer, in  IHfiO,  than  under  the  auspices 
of  any  other  leader.  Tho  feeling  and  judg- 
ment of  Mr.  8.  in  this  relation  ia,  I  am  confi- 
dfet,  ra;  1 11  graining  pround  in  Now  Eng- 
land. Our  people  are  looking  for  "the 
Coming  Man."  One  irbo  is  raised  hj  all 
the  t  K'nient>  of  his  character  above  tho  at- 
mosphere ordinarily  breathed  by  politicians. 
A  man  really  fitted  for  this  emergency  by 
his  ability,  courage,  broad  statesmanship  and 
patriotism.  Col.  Seymour  (Tho's.  H.)  ar- 
rived hero  this  morning,  and  expressed  his 
views  in  this  relation  in  almost  tljo  identical 
language  used  by  Mr.  Bhepley.  It  is  true 
that,  in  the  present  state  of  thinf^  at  Wash- 
ington, and  throughout  tho  country,  no  man 
can  predict  what  changes  two  or  three 
months  may  bring  forth.  Let  me  suggest 
that,  in  the  rooming  debates  of  Oongress, 
lUajastiosi 
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to  !lie  Democracr  of  the  N"orth.  I  do  not 
believe  that  our  frieaito  at  the  8onth  have 
«ny  Jnst  idea  of  the  state  of  feeling,  harrying 

at  tlii.s  luoiiienC  to  the  ])it'*li  of  intensu  ex- 
asperation, betwoen  those  who  respect  their 
pofiticttl  obligntions,-  and  thoee  who  have 
apparently  no  impelling  jiower  but  that 
wbicli  a  fanatical  position  on  the  subiect  of 
domestio  Slavery  imparts.  Withoot  disonss- 
ing  the  question  of  riirht — of  abstract  i)o\ver 
to  secede — I  have  never  believed  tliat  actual 
disruption  of  the  Union  can  occur  without 
blood  ;  iiihI  if  through  the  m'iihic>i.^  of  Xorth- 
ern  AbolUwnuU  that  dire  cuiamity  must 
comt^  tha  fighting  Mill  not  be  along  Mown 
Mid  J/ixon'»  line  merely.  It  will  he  within 
imr  &fpn  horJerg,  in  our  ottn  strretx,  hrtween 
the  tiro  cliLvirs  of  citizens  to  ipltom  /  hare 
r^'erred.  I'hou  toko  d^y  Into  and  aeout 
eonttUuHonttl  elbUgaHons,  teill,  if  we  «rer 
reach  the  arbitrament  of  artun.  jiml  nccnjta- 
tian  enough  at  home.  Nothing  but  the  state 
cf  Mra  nerce*s  heoltii  would  induce  ine  to 
leave  the  country  now,  altliou-rh  it  i^  quite 
likely  that  luy  presence  at  home  would  be 
of  little  aenrioe.  I  have  tried  to  impress 
upon  our  people,  especially  in  N.  II.  and 
Connecticut,  where  the  only  elections  are  ti> 
take  place  during  the  coming  Spring,  that, 
while  our  ITnion  meetings  are  all  in  the  right 
direction  and  well  enough  for  the  present, 
they  will  not  be  worth  the  paper  upon 
which  their  reaolations-ore  writiea  unless 
wa  can  overthrow  politiral  AboKtionism  at 
the  polls,  and  iTjual  the  unconstitutional 
and  obnoxious  laws  which  in  tlie  cause  of 
Personal  Liberty"  have  been  placed  upon 
our  sta'ute-bookd.  1  shall  look  with  deep 
interest,  and  not  without  hope,  for  a  decided 
ohange  in  this  relation.  £ver  and  truly 
your  friend,  Fij  wKi.tx  Piercb. 

Hon.  Jeff.  Datis,  Washington,  I).  C. 

Such  are  Bpecimens  of  tlie  North- 
«m  letters  wherewitli  Soutlieni  states- 
men ■were  misled  into  tin-  hdiet'  that 
the  North  would  be  divide<l  into  ho.s- 
tile  camps  whenever  the  South  should 
ttrike  boldly  Ibr  her  'righu.'  It 
proved sgrieTOiiB mistake;  batitwae 
coimtenMiced  bj  the  habttnal  tone 
of  *  conservative '  Bpeakero  and  jour- 
nals throughout  the  canvass  of  1S60, 
and  tlieiice  down  to  the  collision  at 
Suintrr.  Even  then,  the  yp'irit  which 
iinjtellcd  these  assurances  of  Northern 
Bjinpathy  with,  and  readiness  to  do 
and  dare  for,  'the  Soath,'  waa  not 
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extinguiahed,  though  its  more  obvioiu 
manifestatioDa  were  in  good  put  anp. 
presaed  for  a  season.  A  very  few 
persons — hardly  a  score  in  all — of 
the  most  uncontrollable  Southern 
sympathies,  left,  tlie  North  to  enter  the 
Confederate  armies ;  but  many  thou- 
sands remained  behind,  awaiting  the 
opportunity,  which  disappointment 
and  diaaster  were  soon  to  present, 
wherein  they  might  take  ground 
against  the  prosecution  of  the  *  Abo> 
lition  War,'  and  in  favor  of  a  *  com- 
promise' that  was  not  to  be  had — at 
all  events  and  on  any  terms,  of 
'  Peace.'  Tliere  is,  or  has  been,  a 
quite  general  impression,  backed  by 
constant  and  confident  assertions,  that 
the  people  of  the  Free  Statea  were 
united  in  rapport  of  the  War  tintil 
an  anti-Slavery  aspect  was  given  to 
it  by  the  Administration.  Yet  that 
is  very  far  from  tlie  truth.  Hiere 
was  no  moment  wherein  a  larire  por- 
tion of  the  Northern  Democracy 
were  not  at  least  pa.ssively  hostile  to 
any  form  or  shade  of  '  coercion 
while  many  openly  -ocHidemned  and 
stigmatized  it  aa  atreeioiia>  vnjnstifl> 
able  aggression.  And  tbia  opposition, 
even  when  least  vcxalbrons,  sensibly 
subtracted  from  the  power  and  dimin- 
ished the  efficioncy  of  the  North. 

XIV.  Whether  there  was  greater 
unanimity  at  the  South  or  at  the 
North  in  sustaining  the  Union  or  the 
Confederacy  in  the  proaecntion  of 
their  atmggle,  will,  perhapsi  never 
be  condnaiTely  determined.  There 
were  moments  during  its  progress 
when  the  South  appeared  almost  a 
unit  for  Secession,  while  the  dis- 
heartened North  seemed  readv  to 
give  up  tlie  contest  for  the  Union ; 
as  there  were  crises  wherein  the  Re- 
bellion seemed  to  red  on  the  brink 
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of  BpeedydisBoliition :  bnt  neither  of 
diese  can  justly  be  taken  as  an  accu- 
rate test  of  the  average  popular  scnti- 
luent  of  the  respective  sections.  Yet 
we  Imve  seen  that  a  majoritj  of  the 
Southern  people  could  never,  until 
fiended  by  the  captoie  of  Fort  Sum- 
ter, and  by  official  aasnnunoes  (iin- 
denied  in  their  hearing)  that  Lincoln 
had  declared  unprovoked  and  utter- 
ly unjustifiable  war  upon  them,  be 
induced  to  litl  hostile  hand:^  against 
their  country  ;  and  tliiit  Stjcession  wa."? 
only  forceil  down  the  throats  of  those 
who  accepted  it  by  violence,  outrage, 
and  terror.  *  A  few  additional  &cts 
on  this  head,  ont  of  thousanda  that 
might  be  cited,  will  here  be  given  : 

Rev.  John  H.  Anghey,  a  Presby- 
terian clero'vinan  of  Nortliern  birrli, 
but  settled  in  Northern  Mi>>i>.-i]>pi 
for  some  years  prior  to  the  outbreak 
of  the  Rebellion,  in  his  *^  Iron  Fur- 
nace,'' "*  gives  a  Bynopsis  of  a  Seoes- 
Bion  Bpeech  to  which  he  listened  in 
Atala  county,  Him,  just  after  Fred- 
dent  Lincoln's  election,  running  thus : 

"The  halter  is  the  only  anfoment  that 

should  1io  U!*e<l  against  the  snhtnis'-i. mists ; 
and  I  predict  that  it  will  »o<>ij,  v«.rv  ^ooiu  Lo 
in  force. 

"  We  have  plorions  news  from  Tallnhfttchio. 
Seven  tory  Miihiuissioiiirfts  worn  hanged  tijoro 
in  one  dny  ;  and  tlie  so-called  Union  candi- 
dates, having  the  wliolosonie  dread  of  liemp 
before  their  eyes,  are  not  canvassing  the 

When  the  election  was  held  for 
delegates  to  the  Convention  which 

assumed  the  power  to  take  ^fir-r^is- 
sippi  out  of  tlie  Union,  Mr.  Anghey 
attended  it,  and  says : 

"  Approafhing  tho  polls,  T  asked  for  a 
Union  ticiiet,  and  was  informed  that  none 
had  been  printed,  and  that  it  would  be 

adviwhle  tn  votu  the  Scc-'-^on  ticket.  I 
thought  utherwise;  und,  goin^  to  a  dcslc, 

»Philadelphia»  W.  &  and  Al&od  Martin,  ISSS. 


made  out  a  Union  ticket  and  voted  it, 
amidst  the  frownt*  and  8Up|)reiiscd  rnunntirs 
of  the  judges  and  byHtunders;  and.  us  the 
result  proved,  1  had  the  honor  of  depositing 
the  only  vote  in  favor  of  the  Union  which 
was  pdlKd  in  tlmt  prrcinct.  I  knew  of 
many  who  weru  in  fuvur  uf  tlie  Union,  but 
who  ware  intimidated  by  threats,  and  by  the 
odinm  attaiding  iti  from  Toting  at  all." 

Sueh  wiis  the  case  at  thousands 
of  polls  throughout  the  Sonth,  or 
wherever  the  Confederates  were  strong 
enough  to  act  as  their  hearts  prompt- 
ed.  ^Ir.  Clingman's  boast,  in  the 
Senate,  that  *£ree  debaters'  were 
'  lianrrin.iX  on  trees'  down  hi>  way, 
wa^  uttered,  it  should  be  noted,  in 
Decern  l»er,  1S(>0.  And  thus  it  was 
that  several  Counties  in  Tennessee" 
gave  not  a  single  vote  against  Seoesp 
sion,  while  Shelby  (including  Mm- 
phis)  gave  7,132  for  Secession  to  five 
against  it,  and  a  (h»zen  f»thers  gave 
respectively  3,  T,  9,  11,  12,  14, 
16,  17,  20,"  23,  and  28  votes  for  the 
Union  to  many  thon«an<lr>  for  8ece»- 
ftion.  Then;  was  only  the  semblance 
of  an  election.  If  you  vote  the 
Union  ticket,  yon  must  prepare  to 
leave  the  State,*'  said  Senator  Ma> 
son;  and  the  more  reddess  and  less 
responsible  Secessionists  readily  tran^ 
lated  such  words  into  deeds.  Where 
Slavery  had  undinded  sway,  a  voter 
had  just  the  eatne  liberty  to  Ix^  a 
Unionist  as  he  had  to  be  an  Aboli- 
tionist— that  is,  none  at  all. 

But  there  were  many  commtmities, 
and  even  entire  counties,  throughout 
the  South,  wherein  Slavery  had  bnt  a 
nominal  or  limited  existence;  as  in 
Texas,  thirty-four  counties — some  of 
them  having  each  a  coTisidcral)!*'  free 
population — were  returned,  in  ISCO, 
as  contaiidng  each  less  than  a  hun- 
dred blaves.    Sonic  of  these  could  be, 

**  Franklii^  Humphrsys^  Linoola. 
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and  were,  controlled  hj  their  manar 
ging  pdlitieians,  holding  oflloes  and 
earning  perquirites  by  thegraoe  of  the 
Slave  Power  enthroned  at  the  State 
capital ;  others  were  incorrigible,  and 
were  managed  in  this  way :  In  Gray- 
eon  county  (liavin??  8,187  inliabitants, 
of  whom  1,2'cU  were  shaves),  when  So- 
cesbion  wOvS  i)ruposed,  a  county  meet- 
ing was  held,  to  conbider  the  project ; 
by  which,  after  diaciUBioii,  it  was  de- 
cided to  negatiye  the  movement,  and 
hxM  no  election  for  delegates  to  the 
proposed  State  Convention.  This 
gave  the  Secet^sionists  the  opportu- 
nity they  wanted.  T/ier/  proceeded 
to  lioUl  an  election,  and  to  choose 
delegates,  who  hel[)ed  vote  tlie  State 
out  of  the  Union.  And  this  was  one 
case  like  many  others. 

Qen.  Edward  W.  Gkmtt,  who  had, 
in  August,  1860,  been  chosen  to  Con- 
gress as  an  independent  Democrat, 
from  the  Southern  district  of  Arkan- 
saS)  and  who  was  an  early  and  anient 
Secessionist,  testilies,  since  his  recla- 
mation to  Unionism,  that  the  poor 
farmers  and  other  industrious  non- 
slaveholders  of  his  region  were  never 
fieoessionists — ^that,  where  he  had  al- 
waysbeen  able  to  indnce  three-fourths 
of  them  to  vote  with  him  as  a  Demo- 
crat, he  could  not  persuade  half  of 
them  to  sustain  him  as  a  Secessionist 
— that  their  hearts  were  never  in  tlie 
cause ;  and  that  those  who  could  be 
persuaded  to  vote  for  it  did  so  reluc- 
tantly, and  as  though  it  went  against 
the  grain.  No  rational  doubt  can 
exist  that,  had  time  been  afforded  for 
consideration,  and  both  sides  been 
generally  heard,  a  free  and  fair  rote 
would  have  shown  an  immense  ma- 
jority, even  in  the  Slave  States, 
against  Secession. 

For  the  Union  was  strong — im- 


mensely strong — ^in  the  traditions, 
the  affBctions,  the  instincts,  and  tha 
asplratioiia,  of  the  great  majority  d 
the  American  People.  Its  preserva^ 
tion  was  inseparably  entwined  with 
their  glories,  their  interests,  and  their 
hojies.  In  tlie  North,  no  one  had, 
for  fortv  vears,  desired  its  dissolution, 
unless  on  account  of  Slavery ;  at  the 
South,  the  case  was  essentially  the 
same.  Ko  calculations,  however  im- 
posing and  elaborate^  had  ever  con- 
vincod  any  hundred  persons,  on 
whichever  side  of  the  slave  line,  that 
Disunion  could  be  really  advantage- 
ous to  cither  section.  No  line  could 
be  drawn  betwixt  'the  South'  and 
'  the  North'  which  would  not  leave 
one  or  the  other  exposed  to  attack — 
none  which  six  plain  citizens,  fairly 
chosen  from  dther  section,  could  be 
induced  to  adopt  as  final  Multi- 
tudes who  supported  Secession  did  so 
only  as  the  most  efficacious  means  of 
inducing  the  North  to  repudiate  the. 
*  Black  Kopublicans'  and  agree  to  the 
Crittenden  or  some  kindred  Compro- 
mise— in  short,  to  bully  the  North 
into  giving  the  South  her  '  rights* — 
never  imagining,  at  the  outset,  that 
this  could  be  reftised,  or  that  Disunion 
would  or  could  be  really,  conclusively 
effected.  Thousands  died  fighting 
under  the  flag  of  treason  whose  hearts 
yearned  toward  the  old  banner,  and 
whose  asj)iration  for  an  *  ocean-bound 
republic' — one  wliich  should  be  felt 
and  respected  as  first  among  nations — 
could  not  be  quenched  even  in  then: 
own  life-blood.  And,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  flag  rendered  illustriouB  by 
the  triumphs  of  Gates  and  Greene  and 
Washington — of  Harrison,  Brown, 
Scott,  Macomb,  and  Jackson — of 
Tnixtim,  Decatur,  Hull,  Perry,  Por- 
ter, and  McDunough — was  through- 


Digitized  by  Google 


516  THE  AMERIC 

out  *a  tower  of  strengtV  to  the 
Unionists.  In  the  hours  darkened 
by  shameful  defeat  and  needless  dis- 
aster, when  the  RepubHc  seemed 
rocking  and  reeling  on  the  very  brink 
of  destructioii — ^when  Europe  almost 
imanim<rasl7  pronoimoed  l!ie  Union 
imtrievaUy  IobI,  and  oondenmed  ibe 
in&tnation  that  demanded  peraiBt- 
enoe  in  an  utterly  hopdess  contest — 


.N  CONFLICT. 

the  heart  of  the  loyal  Millions  never 
faltered,  nor  was  their  faith  shaken 
that,  in  spite  of  j)rcs.ent  reverses,  the 
flag  of  their  fathers  would  float  once 
more  over  Richmond  and  Charleston 
and  Montgomery,  over  Baleigh,  At- 
lanta^  and  Honston,  the  ajmbol  of  Ka> 
tional  aathori^  and  power,  accepted, 
beloved,  and  rejoloed  in,  by  a  greati 
fir^e,  happy  people. 


XXXTT. 


WEST  VIBGI2TIA. 


Tmm  Vliginia  Oonvention  of  1861, 
of  which  a  majority  aasmned  to  Tote 
their  State  ont  of  the  Union,  as  we 

have  seen,  had  been  elected  not  only 
as  Unionists,  but  under  an  express 
stipulation  that  their  action  should 
be  valid  only  incase  of  its  submission 
and  indorsement  by  a  vote  <>f  the 
People.  IIow  shamefully  that  con- 
dition was  evaded  and  drcnmvented, 
we  have  aeen.  The  Tote  to  secede, 
taken  on  the  17ih  of  Ajxril,  and  al- 
ready anticipated  by  acts  of  hostility 
to  the  Union  nnder  the  authoritv  of 
the  State,  was,  so  far  as  possible,  kept 
secret  until  the  25th,  when  it  was 
proclaimed  by  Gov.  Letcher  that  the 
Convention  had,  on  the  preceding 
day,  adopted  the  provisional  Gonsti- 
tntion  of  ihe  Confederate  States,  and 
placed  ihe  entire  military  power  of 
the  State  under  the  control  of  Jeffbr- 
eon  Davis,  by  a  *  convention,'  whereof 
the  material  provision  is  as  follows : 

**lat,  UotU  the  onion  of  said  Common- 
wealth with  said  OoofBdemey  shall  he  per- 
fectod,  and  said  ("o'lnnonwojillli  sluUl  be- 
come a  merabor  of  said  Coofbderacy,  accord- 
lag  to  the  CkmttitiitioDa  of  both  Powers,  the 


whole  nflitarjr  ftiroe  and  nflHar  operations, 

offensive  and  defensive,  of  said  Common- 
wealth, in  the  impending  contlict  with  the 
United  States,  shul  be  tinder  the  chief  con- 
trol and  direction  of  tlio  President  of  said 
Confederate  Statetk  upon  the  same  principle, 
basis,  and  footing,  as  if  said  Commonwealth 
were  now,  and  during  the  intenral,  a  mem- 
ber of  said  Confederacy." 

Thosit  will  be  seen  that  the Union- 
istB  of  Virginia  were  liable,  that  day 
and  everf  day  thereafter,  to  be  called 
out  as  militia,  and  ordered  to  assaolt 
Washington,  seize  Pitti^bnrg,  or  in- 
vade any  portion  of  the  loyal  State?, 
as  Davis  and  his  subordinates  might 
direct;  and,  having  thus  involved 
themselves  in  the  guilt  and  peril  of 
flagrant  treason  against  the  Union, 
they  were  to  be  idlowed,  a  month 
lator,  to  vote  tiiemadres  ont  of  the 
Confederacy  and  back  into  the  Union 
again !  The  stupendous  impudence 
of  this  mockery  of  submission  was  so 
palpable  as  almost  to  shield  it  from 
the  reproach  of  imposture ;  and,  as  if 
to  brush  aside  the  last  fig-leaf  of  dis- 
guise, Letcher,  nine  days  thereafter,' 
iasned  a  freah  prodamataon,  calling 
ont  the  militia  of  the  State  to  repel 
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ftppfehended  invadonfroni  ''iiieGh>T- 
emment  at  Waaiuogton,"  and  desig- 
nating twenty  points  fliroii|^Ofat  the 

State — fivG  or  eix  of  them  westward 
of  the  mountains — at  which  tlie  mili- 
tia from  the  adjacent  counties  res- 
pectively were  required  to  assemble 
IMiwiUi,  fbr  organization  and  ser- 
▼ice;  and,  onlj  three  days  later* — 
■tOl  geremteqi  days  prior  to  that  <ni 
■which  the  people  were  to  vote  for  or 
against  Secession — the  State  was  for- 
mally admitted  into  and  incorporated 
with  the  Confederacy,  and  Gen. 
Robert  E.  Lee '  put  in  chief  command 
of  the  Confederate  forces  in  V^irgi- 
nia — -by  this  time,  largely  swelled  by 
aniTslfl  from  South  Oarolina,  Qeor- 
gia,  Alabama,  and  other  Rebel  States. 

The  people  of  "West  Yuginia,  thus 
summoned,  in  the  name  of  their 
State,  to  fight  against  the  country  they 
loved  for  a  Rebellion  they  abhorred, 
saw  the  toils  closing  fast  around 
them,  and  realized  that  they  must 
awake  and  resist,  or  they  would  soon 
be  helpless  nnder  the  feet  cS  theur  be- 
trayers. Rebel  offioers,  appomted 
from  Richmond,  were  busily  at  w<nrk, 
fnlisting  and  mustering  their  youDL'^ 
men  for  the  uses  of  treason,  under 
the  guise  of  obedience  to  lawful  and 
constitutional  authority.  On  the  4th, 
a  strong  and  spirited  Union  mass 
meeting  was  held  at  Kingwood,  Pres- 
t<m-  county,  near  the  north  Ihie  of 
the  State,  at  which  the  most  deter- 
mined hostility  to  Secession  was 
aTOwed,  and  the  separation  of  West- 
cm  from  Old  Virginia  demanded. 
The  meetino^  further  resolved  to  vote, 
on  the  appointed  day,  for  a  mem])er 
of  Congress — not  that  of  the  Conl'cde- 
racy,  but  that  of  the  Union.  A  like 
meeting,  impelled  by  a  similar  bpirit, 


waa  hdd  at  Wheeling  on  the  follow- 
ing day,  whereby  adherence  to  the 
Union  was  affirmed,  separation  from 

Eastern  Virginia  demanded,  and  a 
determination  evinced  to  render  no 
furtlier  tribute,  whether  military  or 
pecuniary,  to  the  Rebel  rule  at  Rich- 
mond. Hon.  John  S.  Garlile  was 
especially  decided  and  xealous  in  ad- 
TDoa<7  of  separation.  Aao^Soer  great 
Union  meeting  was  held  at  Wheeling 
on  the  JLlth,  whi(-h  was  addressed  in 
the  same  spirit  by  Mr.  Carlile,  as 
also  by  Francis  11.  Pieq)ont.  The 
response  of  the  masses  was  unani- 
mous and  enthusiastic.  On  the  i3lh, 
a  Ccmventioii  of  ddegates,  represent- 
ing thirty-fiTO  ooonties  of  West  Yir- 
gmia,  assembled  at  Wheeling,  to  re- 
iterate more  formally  the  general  de- 
mand that  Secession  be  repudiated, 
and  West  Virginia  severed  from  the 
Old  Dominion.  This  Convention 
adjoumed  on  the  15th,  after  calhng  a 
provisional  Convention,  to  assemble 
on  the  11th  of  June.  The  delegates 
were  to  be  chosen  on  the  26th  of 
May;  on  which  ^y,  about  forty 
Counties  held  rsgnlar  elections,  and 
chose  delegates  in  accordance  with 
the  call — usually,  by  a  heavy  vote. 

The  provisional  Convention  met 
on  the  designated  day.  Arthur  J. 
Boreman  was  chosen  permanent 
Chairman  ;  and  John  S.  Carlile,  on 
the  18th,  reported,  from  tiie  Commit- 
tee on  Business,  a  Declaration,  de- 
nouncing the  usurpation  by  whidi 
the  Convention  at  Richmond  had 
pretended  to  sever  Virginia  from  the 
Union,  rei)udiating  the  idea  of  al- 
legiance to  the  Southern  Confede- 
racy, and  vacating  the  offioes  of  all 
who  adhered  to  the  Rebellion.  In 
the  debate  which  followed,  Hr.  Car- 
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lile  opposed  an  immediate  dividon  of 
the  State;  bnt  Ifr.  Boraey,  of  Mo- 
nongahela,  wliu  urged  it,  being  gap- 
ported  by  Pierpont  and  others,  ob- 
tained, on  the  20th,  a  unanimous 
vote  in  fav^or  of  ultimate  separation — 
Yeas  5B.  The  Convention  had  voted, 
two  days  earlier,  hj  57  to  17,  that 
the  separation  of  Western  from 
Eastern  Virginia  was  one  of  its  para- 
moant  objects.  la  the  afternoon  of 
that  day,  Frands  H.  Pierpont,  of 
Marion  county,  was  chosen  Gk>vemor, 
Daniel  Paisley,  of  Mason  county, 
Lieutenant-Governor,  with  five  mem- 
bers to  form  an  Executive  Council. 
These  elections  were  all  unanimous. 
The  Convention,  it  Mrill  be  noted,  was 
a  Oonyention  of  Yirginia,  wherein 
the  loyal  comities  and  loyal  people 
were  represented,  so  far  as  the  Be- 
belUon  did  not  preyent ;  and  all  this 
action  was  taken,  not  in  behalf  of 
We.si  Virginia  as  such,  l)ut  of  !"i/nl 
Virginia.  The  Legi>l:iture,  wliich 
met  soon  after  at  Wheeling,  was  a 
IiCgislature  of  Virginia,  elected  on 
the  regularly  appointed  day  of  elec- 
tion— eastern  as  well  as  western 
counties  being  represented  therein; 
and  this  Legislature,  as  well  as  the 
Convention,  heartily  aanented  to  the 
formation  of  the  new  State  of  West 
Virginia.  This  action  was  taken, 
tliroughout,  on  the  assumption  that 
the  loyal  people  of  a  State  constitute 
'  the  Steto ;  lliat  traitors  and  rebels, 
who  repudiate  all  respect  for  or  loy- 
alty to  the  Oonstitation  and  Govern- 
ment of  the  country,  have  no  right  to 
control  that  Government ;  and  that 
those  people  of  any  State  who  heartily 
recognize  and  faithfully  discharge 
their  obligations  as  loyal  citizens,  have  i 
a  right  to  full  and  perfect  protection  j 

*  Pint  zuuned  JlMnawha^  after  its  priiici|MU 
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from  the  Bepnblio  they  thns  ding  to 
and  Ufdiold.    Congress,  after  due 

deliberation,  assented  to  and  ratified 
this  claim,  admitting  the  new  State 
of  West  Virginia*  into  the  Union  as 
the  equal  of  her  elder  sisters ;  her 
people  being  heneefortli  under  no 
other  obligation  to  the  authorities  of 
Old  Virginia  than  are  the  people  of 
that  State  to  the  authorities  ii  hat 
young  sister  across  the  Alleghaniee. 

Of  course,  neither  the  Beibels  in 
arms,  nof  their  sympathizers  any- 
where, were  delighted  with  this  a|h 
plication  of  the  princi]>k'  of  seces- 
sion. Gov.  Letcher,  in  a  Special  Ales- 
sage,'  treated  it  as  one  of  the  chief 
sources  of  his  general  unhappiueas. 
He  says: 

"  President  Lincoln  and  his  Cabinet  havs 
willfally  and  deliberately  proposed  to  violats 
every  provision  of  the  third  section  of  tba 
fourth  article  of  the  Constitution,  which  eaidl 
one  of  tiiem  solemnly  swore  or  affirmed,  in 
tlie  presenco  of  Almighty  God,  to  'preserve, 
protect,  uud  defend.'  That  section  is  in  these 
words : 

" 'Ifew Slates  maj be  admitted  bj  the  Cioa- 
pnreM  fnto  ihfi  Unioii ;  bat  no  new  State  shall  be 

formed  or  erected  within  tho  jurisillction  •  T  any 
otiier  State,  nor  any  State  funned  by  the  junciioa 
of  two  or  more  i^tatcs  or  parts  of  States,  with* 
out  the  conimt  of  the  Lsgidatures  of  tiie  States 
concerned,  as  wdl  as  of  us  Oongrees."* 

The  answer  to  this  is  ready  and 
pimple:  President  Lincoln  and  his 
Oa]>inet  di)  not  regard  John  Letcher 
as  Goyernor  of  that  State  of  Virginia 
which  is  a  member  of  our  Federal 
Union.  The  Governor  of  thai  Tir* 
ginia  is  Francis  H.  Pierpont ;  and  its 
Legislatnre  is  that  which,  elected  by 
loyal  Virginians,  assembled  at  Wheel- 
ing, and  gave  its  free,  hearty,  and  al- 
most unanimous  assent  to  the  division 
of  the  old  and  the  formation  of  the  ^ 
i  new  State.  All  this  must  be  lus  plain 
j  to  Letcher  as  to  Lincoln.    Those  who 
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hold  that  Letcher  and  his  fellow-con- 
Bpirators  had  a  legal  right  to  precipi- 
tate their  State  into  treason,  &o  as  to 
bind  her  loyal.  Union-loving  citizens 
to  follow  and  sustain  them  therein, 
will  echo  hia  lamentations ;  but  those 
who  stand  hj  ihdr  ooontiy  and  her 
Govenunent  take  a  difibrant  view  of 
the  matter.* 

All  direct  communioation  between 
Western  Virginia  and  Washington 
was,  and  renuiined,  interrupted  for 
Bome  weeks  alter  the  primary  '  Bebel 
foray  on  Harper's  Ferry.  The  Beb- 
els  remained  in  foroe  at  that  point, 
completely  oontroUing  travel  and 
transportation  on  the  Baltimcnre  and 
Ohio  road.  They  finally  obstructed 
that  road  altogether  by  destroying* 
Feveral  bridges  farther  west ;  con- 
tinuing to  hold  and  to  strengthen 
their  position  at  Hai'per's  Ferry. 
Two  compaulea  of  Gonfednate  or 
State  miEtia  entered  tlie  'Tillage  of 
Olarksbnigi  the  capitsl  of  Harrison 
oonnly,  on  the  SOth,  but  found  them- 
selves speedily  outnumbered  by  the 
Union  militia  of  that  place,  on  M-liose 
demand  tliey  surrendered  their  arms 
and  dispersed  without  a  contest. 

Although  some  thousands  of  West 
Yirgimana  had  volunteered  to  fight 
for  the  Union,  none  of  them  were  ai> 
camped  on  the  sofl  of  iheir  State 
nntil  after  the  election  held'  to  ratify 
or  reject  the  Ordinance  of  Secession. 
The  Government,  assured  that  West- 
ern Virginia  was  overwhelmingly  for 
tlie  Union,  doubtless  ehose  not  to 
have  that  unanimity  attributed,  even 


•A  Union  K  IiHcr  who.  havinp  Ixjon  taken 
priaoDor  hj  tlio  llcbela  and  paroled,  was,  in  tho 
fiommeror  1 863,  id  camp  on  Goveroor's  Island, 
Kfw-Vork,  w.-^-i  it'-kf  1  liy  a  rogiilar  amy  ofEcf^r 
— ''Wliat  is  yo:;r  rcpmont?"  Uo  answered: 
"Ilw  SUi  Virgiuia^"    "  Vtryiniat"  rejuiaad  tba 


falsely,  to  the  presence  of  a  Union 

force.  Tlio  Virginians  who  volun- 
teered were  nnistered  in  and  oigan- 
ized  at  Cam])  Carlile,  in  Ohio,  oj»i)o- 
site  Wheehug,  under  the  command 
of  Col.  Kelly,  himself-  a  Yiiginian. 
Geoige  B.  Mcblellan,  who  had  been 
appomted  a  Hajor-General  and  as- 
signed  to  tlie  command  <tf  the  De- 
partment of  the  Ohio,  remained  at 
Cincinnati,  his  home.  Three  days 
after  the  election  aforesaid,  he  issued 
from  that  city  a  spirited  address  To 
tlie  Union  men  of  Western  Virginia,'' 
wherein  he  says :  « 

**The  General  Onreniment  hu  long 

cnoiifili  ondurt'd  the  tiuicliination.s  of  a  lew- 
factious  Kob«la  in  your  midst.  Arini'd  trai- 
tora  hftve  in  Tain  endeayored  to  deter  you 
from  expressing  ronr  loyalty  at  tlic  polls. 
Having  failed  in  this  iiitamous  attempt  to 
deprive  you  of  the  exeroiso  ct  joar  dearest 
rights,  they  now  seek  to  inangnrate  a  reign 
of  terror,  and  thus  forc<j  you  to  yield  to  tlieir 
schemes,  and  submit  to  the  yoke  of  the  trai- 
torous oonq>irac7,  dignified  bjtbe  same  of 
the  Southern  Oonftderaor.  Thej  are  des- 
troying' tljo  [nupi  rty  ol'citizi'Ds  of  your  State, 
and  ruining  your  maguiticeut  railways.  The 
Qeaend  Government  has  heretofore  care- 
fully abstained  from  sending  troojis  .ktoss 
tho  Ohio,  or  even  from  posting  them  along 
its  banks,  although  frciiiently  urged  hf 
many  of  yonr  prominent  citizens  to  do  ho. 

"  It  determined  to  await  the  result  of  the 
State  election,  desirous  tliat  no  one  might  bo 
able  to  say  that  tho  slightest  effort  had  been 
made  from  this  side  to  inllnence  the  free  ex- 
presiiion  of  your  opinions,  although  tho  many 
agencies  brdhght  to  bear  upon  yon  by  the 
Rebels  were  well  known.  Ton  haye  now 
shown,  under  the  most  adverse  circum- 
stances, that  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of 
Western  Virginia  are  tme  and  loyal  to  thai 

lienefiecnt  (lovernment  under  whuh  WO  and 
our  fiithers  liuve  livi-d  so  long." 

A  hrief  and  stirring  address  to  his 
soldiers  was  issued  sinmltaneously 
with  the  ahove;  and,  both  being  read 


Westjiointer ;  "  (hrn  you  might  to  hf  fitjhting  on  the 
other  suit,"  Of  couri-e,  this  patriot  wiilualurolly 
be  found  among:  those  who  oonsider  the  divisioa 
of  Vir^'inia  s  iisurpnlioii  and  an  outngs. 

^^'ight  of  April  IbUi. 

■)fsy  leih.        *lfs7  23d.  . 
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to  those  in  Camp  Carlile  that  even- 
ing, the  Ibt  Yirpnia,  1,100  strong, 
Cul.  Kelly,  cross-ed  to  Wh(;elin<i:  early 
next  morumg,  cloaely  followed  by  tlie 
16th  Ohio,  Col.  Irvine.  The  14th 
Ohio,  OoL  Steedman,  crooed  Bimiil- 
taneooflly,  and  quieily  oocnpied  Par- 
kenbuigf  Ae  terminus  of  the  Korth- 
"westem  branch  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  road.  A  rebel  force,  then  hold- 
ing Grat\on,  whicli  connected  the 
branch  al'orct^aid  with  the  niain  or 
AV^heeling  division  of  the  railroad, 
had  meditated  a  descent  on  Wheel- 
ing ;  but,  finding  ^emaelvoB  antici- 
pated and  oatnnmbered,  they  ob- 
atriMsted  and  destroyed  the  ndlroad 
west  of  them,  so  that  tlie  Unionista 
did  not  reach  Grafton  till  the  morn- 
ing of  the  30th.  On  the  31st,  both 
tnu  ks  having  l>een  rej)aired,  a  force 
ot'.xeven  or  eight  thousand  men  was 
collected  at  this  point,  under  the  im- 
mediate command  of  Qen.  Horria; 
the  Bebela  having  been  pnabed  back, 
vithont  resistance,  to  Philippi,  the 
capital  of  Barbonr  county,  some  iif- 
teen  miles  southward,  and  entirely  off 
the  line  of  the  railroad.  From  this 
place.  Col.  G.  A.  Porterfield,  a.s  com- 
mander of  the  A^irginia  Kebel  forces, 
itisued  the  loilowing  proclamation : 

Fei.t.o-w-Citi7?  \-;  :  T  ;im  in  your  section 
of  Virginia,  in  ola-<licri(  e  to  tlio  loyally  con- 
•tHated  authorities  tlicreuf.  with  the  view 
of  protecting  this  uection  uf  tlie  State  from 
invoHion  bv  foreign  forces,  and  Ut  protect  the 
peppto  in  the  foil  ei\jo7inent  of  their  rigrhts — 
civil,  religious,  and  political.  In  the  per- 
forinanco  of  niy  duties,  I  shall  endeavor  to 
exercise  every  charitable  f<)rl)eiirance,  as  I 
have  hitherto  done.  I  sliall  not  inquire 
whether  any  citizetia  of  Virginia  voted  for 
or  against  the  Onrinaiu-o  of  Scrcssion.  My 
only  inquiry  shall  and  will  be  as  to  who  are 
the  enemies  of  onr  mother — ^the  Oommon- 
wealtli  of  Vir;.'inia.  My  dnty  now  compels 
me  to  say  to  all,  thut  tlie  citi^cudof  the  Com- 


monwealth will  at  all  times  be  protected  hj 
me  and  those  under  mj  eommand.  Those 

who  array  tlieinsolves  against  the  Statd  will 
be  treated  as  her  enemies,  occordiug  tu  the 
laws  thereof. 

"  Virtrinians!  all<)w  me  to  appeal  to  yon, 
in  the  nantcuf  uur  coinuiuu  mother,  to  stand 
by  the  voice  of  yomr  State,  and  e^teoially  to 
repel  invasion  from  any  and  every  (pmrter. 
Those  who  reside  within  the  State,  who  in- 
vite invasion,  or  wlio  in  any  manner  assist, 
aid,  or  abet  invaders,  will  be  treate<l  as  ene- 
mies to  Virginia.  I  trust  that  no  Virginian, 
whether  native-born  or  adopted,  will  refntte 
to  defend  his  State  and  his  brothers  against 
invasion  and  injury.  Virginians  I  be  true: 
and,  in  due  time,  yooT  eommon  mother  vrili 
come  to  your  relief. 

**  Already,  many  of  jm  have  rallied  to  the 
support  of  the  honor  of  your  State,  and  the 
maintenance  of  your  libertie.s.  Will  you 
continue  to  be  freemen,  or  will  yon  snbmifc 
to  be  «lavi.'H?  Will  Villi  allow  tlio  peojile  of 
other  States  to  govern  you  ?  Have  you  for- 
gotten the  precepts  of  Madison  and  Jeffer- 
son?" Remember  that  'the  price  of  lil)erty 
is  eternal  vigilance.'  Virginia  iui-s  not  nuido 
war.  War  has  been  raodenpon  her  and  her 
time-honored  principles.  Shall  she  be  via- 
dieated  in  her  efforts  to  maintain  the  liber- 
ties of  111  r  pL-oplo?  or  shall  she  bow  her  head 
in  submissiua  to  tyranny  and  oppression? 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  trae  friend  of  ra- 
tional liberty  cainnot  hesitate,  ^^trike  for 
your  State  I  Strike  for  your  liberties! 
Bally!  rally  at  onoe  ia  defense  of  your 
mother  I" 

Gen.  HcClellan  having  ordered 
that  Philippi  be  captured  by  surprise, 
the  attempt  was  made  on  the  night 

of  June  2d.  Two  brigades  of  two 
regiments  each  ajiproaclied  the  Rebel 
camp  by  different  roads.  Tliey  were 
to  have  enveloped  the  town  hy  4  a.  m. 
of  the  3d;  hut  tlie  roads  were  bad, 
the  night  intensely  dark  and  .stormy, 
and  the  division  under  Col.  Kelly, 
which  had  to  make  the  longer  mardi 
—twenty-two  milee — did  not,  because 
it  conld  not,  arrive  in  season.  The 
Rebels,  only  six  or  eight  hundred  in 
number,  could  mnke  no  Buceessfiil 
stand  against  the  forces  nlre:i<!y  in 
their  front,  aud  were  evidently  pre- 


"Ihe  omisalon  of  WiAingMa  name  hers  is  most  appropriate  ondiicBUIasiiL 
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paring  for  a  liurried  retreat.  The 
Unionists,  under  Cols.  Domont  uid 
Lander,  opened  \ntli  artillery  and 
promptly  charged  with  infantry,  when 
the  diriniayed  Rebek,  after  a  moment- 
ary resistance,  fled.  Col.  Kelly's 
division  came  in  at  this  instant,  and 
fell  upon  the  Bebels,  who  were  ut- 
terly demoralized  and  disperBed.  GoL 
Kelly  received  a  severe  wound  from 
a  pistol-shot  through  the  lungr^,  and 
two  Unionists  were  killed.  The  Reb- 
els lost  sixteen  killed  and  ten 
pri.soners,  with  all  tlieir  provisions, 
munitions,  and  tents,  and  nearly  all 
.  their  arms.  Portertield,  gathering 
up  such  portion  of  his  fiirces  as  he 
could  find,  retreated  hastily  to  Bey- 
erly,  and  thence  to  Huttonsville ; 
where  the  Rebel  array  was  ra})idly 
increased  by  conscription,  and  Gov. 
Wise  ])laced  in  command. 

Gen.  MeClellan  arrived  at  Grafton 
on  the  23d,  and  at  once  issned  a 
proclamation  severely  condemning 
the  gomillft  warfare  to  which  the 
Bebdfl  were  addicted.  On  the  85th, 
he  issued  a  second  address  to  his  sol- 
diers, e-xliorting  them  to  foHiear  \n]- 
lage  and  outrage  of  every  kind,  re- 
membering always  tliat  the  people 
■were  their  friends.  His  forces  were 
rapidly  augmented,  till  they  amount- 
ed, by  the  4tli  of  July,  to  over  30,000 
men ;  whfle  the  Rebels  in  his  frtmt 
could  hardly  muster  10,000  in  alL 
He  therefore  resolved  to  adranoe. 
The  Rebel  main  force,  several  thou- 
sand strong,  under  Gen.  Robert  S.  Gar- 
nett,  was  strongly  intrenched  on  Lau- 
rel mil,  a  few  miles  north  of  Beverly, 
the  capital  of  Randolph  county,  hold- 

"  "  Rich  Mountain  is  a  pap  in  the  I^nnrol  Hill 
Range,  where  tlio  Staunton  anil  Western  luru- 
pike crrwsf'R  itbotwet-n  Hiu  khannon  nnd  neverly, 
•od  about  four  or  fire  miles  out  of  the  latter 
plaos.  It  is  abavkMbr  Aran  LiiinlHUl  proper 


ing  the  road  to  Philippi ;  while  a 
smaller  d^adunent,  under  Col.  John 
Pegram,  "wns  intronr-hed  upon  the 
summit  and  at  either  base  of  Rich 
Mountain,"  wliere  passes  the  turn- 
pike from  Beverly  westward  to  Buck- 
hannoo — ^his  position  bein^  a  strong 
one,  three  or  four  miles  distant  fimn  the 
Rebel  main  body.  McOlellan,  after 
reconnoitffiring,  and  determining  by 
scout^s  the  position  of  the  enemy,  de- 
cided, first,  to  attack  and  crush  Pe- 
gram ;  and,  to  this  cTid,  sent  Col. 
Rosecrans  to  make  a  detour  of  eight 
miles  through  the  mountains,  and 
gain  the  turnpike  two  or  three  miles 
in  the  rear  of  Pegram.  Thiswassno- 
eessfblly  accomplished;  but  a  drag- 
oon, dispatched  by  McOlellan  with 
orders  to  Rosecrans,  was  captured 
during  the  day,  and  the  plan  of 
attack  discovered.  The  Rebels  were 
found  intrenched  on  the  top  of  the 
mountain,  with  three  cannon.  Rose- 
crans, who  had  marched  since  day- 
light through  finreets  and  thidrats  of 
laurel,  undier  a  cold,  pelting  rain,  by 
mountain  bridle-patbia,  and,  in  part, 
through  trackless  woods,  had,  of 
course,  no  artillery.  Tie  approached 
the  Re1)el  position  about  noon,  and 
was  imiiiediately  0]>eiied  upon  by 
their  guns,  which  made  much  noise 
to  little  purpose.  The  vigorous  nms- 
ketry&e^Boon  opened  on  either  side, 
was  little  more  effectlTe,  because  . 
of  the  rain,  the  inequalities  of  the 
ground,  and  the  density  of  the  low, 
bushy  forest.  But  the  Unionists  were 
largely  superior  in  numbers,  and, 
after  half  an  hour  of  this  random 
firing,  were  ordered  to  lix  and  charge 

(that  is.  whoro  tho  Hevorly  and  Faimiouut  tum- 
piki:*  crosses  it,  and  where  the  enemy  is  in- 
t  ren'  lied)  m  Beverlj  is.  It  is  alno  about  twenty- 
ti  vo  milet  from  Buokh«nnon."~  Wkitimg  AtoUt- 
geneer,  . 
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bayoaetSy  whieh  orden  were  promptly 
and  vigoronalj  obeyed.  The  llcbok 
at  onee  took  to  flight,  leaving  their 
cannon,  wagons,  tentB,  proviuonBi  and 
stores,  with  135  dead. 

Gen.  McClelhiu  reiiuiinod  throu^di- 
out  the  day  inactive  in  front  of  Col.  i'e- 
gram'a  position,  awaiting  advioes  from 
BoaecranB,  that  ftfled  to  reach  him. 
Pegrai%  better  advised  of  BoBecrans' 
operations^  and  jnstlj  alarmed  for  his 
own  safety,  attempted  to  escape  dur- 
ing the  following  night,  but  found  it 
impossible,  and  was  compelled,  after 
a  day's  hitlin<^  in  the  f(»rest,  to  surren- 
der'* hid  remaining  force — about  600 
xuen — at  discretion. 

Gen.  ModeUan  pushed  on  to  Bev- 
erly, which  he  entered  early  nert 
morning,  flanking  Gen,  Gamett's  po- 
sition at  Laurel  Hill,  and  compelling 
him  to  a  precipitate  flight  northward. 
Six  cannon,  two  hundred  tents,  gi.xty 


with  their  pnrsners  also.  Bain  fbll 

incessantly,  swelling  the  unbridged 
rivulets  to  torrents.  Skurmishes  were 
frequent;  and  four  companies  of  a 
Georgia  regiment,  being  cut  ofi'  from 
the  main  body,  were  taken  prisoner^. 
At  length,  liaving  crosied  the  Cheat 
at  a  point  known  as  Carriers  Ford, 
whidi  proffered  an  admirable  position 
for  defense,  Gamett  turned  to  flght; 
and,  though  the  Union  forces  rapidly 
came  up  in  overpowering  numbers, 
and  opened  a  heavy  fire  byth  of  mus- 
ketry and  artillery,  yet  the  strong 
and  sheltered  position  of  the  (^)nfed• 
crate??  enabled  them  for  some  time  to 
hold  the  ford,  twice  repulbiug  efibrts 
to  eroBB  it.  Col.  TiJiaierro,  com- 
manding the  Bebel  leaiguard,  finally 
withdrew  by  order,  having  ezhaasted 
his  cartridges  aiid  lost  about  thirty 
men.  The  jiosition  had  by  this  time 
been  flanked  bv  Col.  Dumont,  with 


wagons,  and  over  one  hundred  pris-  I  Ids  7th  Indiana,  who  liad  fairly  gained 


onera,  were  the  trophies  of  this  buc- 
cese.  The  Kebel  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded  was  about  150;  the  ITnion 
about  50.  Gen.  Gamett,  completely 
flanked,  thoroughly  worsted,  and  fear- 
fblly  outnumbered,  abandoned  his 
camp  at  Laurel  Kill  without  a  strug- 
gle, crossing  the  Laurel  ^fountains 


the  crest  on  the  right,  when  he  sysus 
ordered  to  turn  it  on  the  left ;  and, 
marching  down  the  bluff  and  through 
the  middle  of  the  stresm,  between 
the  two  armies  firing  over  their 
heads,  the  regiment,  forcing  its  way 
through  the  tangled  thicket  of  lau- 
rel, appeared  on  the  right  flank  of 


eastward,  by  a  by-road,  into  the  nar-  ;  the  Rebels,  wlio  thereni)on  fled,  llie 


row  valley  of  Cheat  river,  traversed 
by  one  wretched  road,  which  he  took 
eare  to  make  worse  fixr  his  pursuers 
by  fSalling  trees  across  it  at  eveiy  op- 
portunity. It  rained  incessantly. 
This  valley  is  seldom  more  than  a 
wooded  glen ;  whence  he  hoped  to 
escape  across  the  main  ridge  of  the 
Alleghanies  eastward  into  Hardy 
county.  Provisions  and  8n])plie8  of 
every  kind  were  scarce  enough  with 
the  fugitives,  and,  for  the  most  part, 


road  cn»ss<>s  tlio  stream  again  a  qnar- 
ter  of  a  mile  below ;  and  here  a  des- 
perate attempt  was  made  by  Gamett 
to  rally  his  forces  for  anotJier  strug- 
gle ;  but  in  vain.  They  recdved  and 
returned  one  volley,  when  they  start- 
ed to  nm — they  being,  at  least,  3,000, 
and  the  Indianians,  directly  upon 
them,  barely  <^00 ;  Imt  there  were 
enoujfli  more  net  far  behind.  Gen. 
Garnett  exerted  liimself  desperately 
to  hold  his  men,  without  success ;  and. 
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wliilo  so  doing,  was  shot  tlirou<;h  the 
body  by  Sorgt.  Burlingame,  and  It'll 
dead  without  a  groan.  A  slight,  boy- 
icili  Georgian — ])robably  an  Aid — 
al<me  stood  bj  him  to  the  last,  and 
shared  hls.&te."  Gen.  McdeUan, 
-with  a  laige  portioB  of  his  force,  had 
not  united  in  this  diase,  bnt  had 
moved  southerly  from  Beverly,  sev- 
eral miles,  to  Huttonsville  ;  wlifuce, 
on  the  next  day."  he  tel^ra^hed  to 
Wasliiugtou  that 

"Gen.  GjfVnott  and  liIs  forces  liavc  been 
rented,  and  hiit  bagga^jo  and  one  ^un  taken. 
ITts  army  are  complet^y  demoralised.  Oen, 
(ianiett  wjis  killed  wliilc  attt  rriplin^  to  rally 
his  furces  ut  Carrickslbrd,  near  G«H>rge. 

We  have  oompletely  annihitated  the  en- 
emy in  Western  Virpiiiia. 

"  Our  hiss  in  about  tliirtecn  killed,  and  not 
more  thnii  forty  wounded;  while  the  ene- 
my's loss  is  not  far  from  two  linndred  killed  ; 
and  tlie  uumber  of  i>ris«)ner8  we  have  taken 
will  amonnt  to  at  least  one  thoasand.  Wc 
have  ooptnred  seven  of  the  eoemy^s  guns  in 
all. 

'•  A  portion  of  Garnott's  forces  retreated; 
bat  I  look  for  their  capture  hj  tien.  Hill, 
who  Is  in  hot  parsttft.** 

This  expectation  was  not  realized. 
Tlic  jiursuit  wa?*  only  contiiuKd  two 
miles  bcyonil  the  ford ;  ■svlien  our 
weary  noldiers  halted,  and  the  resi- 
due of  the  llebels,  under  Col.  liam- 
sej,  turning  sharply  to  the  right, 
made  their  way  a49ro6s  the  mountains, 
and  joined  Gen*  Jackson  at  Monterey. 

A  strong  Union  force,  under  Gten. 
Cox,  made  an  advance  from  Guyan- 
dotte  simultaneously  witli  Gen.  Me- 
(  "lellan's  on  Beverly,  capturing  Bar- 
boursville  alter  a  slight  tikirmish,  and 

"  Tiff  Ciwimati  (hof.'s  i^^rrcsponden^  '-Ag- 
atc,'  in  descriUng  tbo  battle,  sajs: 
"  Among  the  enemy's  wounded  was  a  young 

MdssnchiMsett"  who  liad  received  a  shot  in 
the  h"^.  ]](•  liaii  bien  visitinp  the  .*^oiith,  and 
bad  1m  oil  inij>r»"-H«d  into  Uio  Rebel  fiorvi<v.  As 
Hoon  as  tl.u  buttle  bcipin,  he  broke  from  the 
Rel)ci  ranks,  and  attempted  to  nm  down  the 
hill  and  cross  over  to  uur  side.  His  own  Ueu- 


mpving  eastward  to  the  Kanawha, 
and  up  that  river.  At  8carytown, 
some  miles  below  Charleston,  a  de- 
tachment of  1,500  Ohio  troops,  un- 
der CoL  Lowe,  was  vesisted**  by  a 
smaller  Bebel  force,  well  posted,  un- 
der Oi^  Patton,  and  lepolsed,  witii 
a  loss  of  57  men.  Five  officers,  in- 
cluding two  Colonels,  who  went  heed> 
lesslv  forward,  Avithout  their  com- 
mands,  to  oliser\e  the  fight,  rode 
into  the  Rebel  lines,  and  were  cap- 
tured. The  Rebels  abandoned  the 
place  that  night,  leaving  their  leader 
dangeronsly  wounded  to  become  % 
prisoner. 

Gen.  Cox  pushed  steadily  forward, 

reaching  Charleston,  the  capital  of 
Kanawha  countV,  on  the  25th.  Gov. 
Wise,  who  commanded  tlie  Rebels  in 
this  quarter,  had  expected  Jiere  to 
make  a  stand ;  but,  discouraged  by 
the  tidings  which  had  reached  liim, 
some  days  before,  of  Gamett's  disas- 
ters, continued  his  flight  up  the  river. 
Gen.  Cox  punned,  readiing,  on  tiie 
20tli,  Gauley  bridge,  which  "Wise  had 
])urned  to  impede  pursuit.  The  peo- 
]'le  of  that  valley,  and,  indeed,  of 
nearly  all  Western  Virginia — beinp; 
Unioni.stA — complained  that  the  Reb- 
els mercilessly  plundered  them  of 
every  thing  eatable;  which  was 
doubtless  true  to  a  great  esctent,  and, 
for  the  most  part,  unavoidable.  In 
the  race  up  the  Kanawha  valley, 
Wise  succeeded,  to  the  last,  in  keep- 
ing ahead,  which  was  the  only  mili- 
tary success  he  ever  achieved.  He 

tPiiant  saw  him  in  the  art,  and  .shot  him  with  a 
rcvolvLT.  I.i.-u-n  to  sin  h  a  tale  as  that  I  diii.  hy 
the  side  of  tho  sad  young  sufferer,  and  toli  mo 
if  yo\tr  blood  does  nul  boil  hotter  than  ever  be- 
fore, as  you  think,  not  of  the  poor  doludod  fol- 
lowiTi^.  hut  of  tlio  leaders,  who.  for  j-K^rsonal  am- 
bition and  personal  spite,  began  thia  infernal 
rebellion." 

**  Jttlj  14th.  >•  Jtdj  17th 
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z«lreated  to  lewisbiiij^,  Hm  eapilnl 

of  Greenbrier,  one  of  the  few  coun- 
ties west  of  the  main'  ridge  of  the 
Alleghanies  which,  having  a  conside- 
rable number -of  slaves,  and  having 
been  settled  entirely  from  Old  Yir- 
ginia,  has  evinced  a  preponderating 
devotioii  to  tiie  Bebel  Cause. 

Here  he  was  raSnfinced,  and  oat* 
nuked,  about  Angast  let,  bj  Gen. 
Jobn  B.  Floyd,  who,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  inspiring  newa  from  Bull 
Run,  and  the  depletion  of  the  Fede- 
ral forces  by  the  musterini!:  out  of 
service  of  the  three  mi)nth8'  men,  was 
soon  able  to  assume  the  offensive. 
Keeping  well  to  the  right  of  New 
Bi  ver— the  main  afflnent  which  nmtes 
near  Gauley  bridge  with  the  Ghtulej 
to  form  the  Kanawha — he  surprised 
the  7th  Ohio,  Col.  Tyler,  while  at 
breakfast  at  Cross  Lanee,  near  Sum- 
mersville,"  and  routed  it  with  a  loss 
of  some  200  men.  Moving  thence 
southerlv  to  Carnifex  Ferrv,  he  was 
endeavoring  to  gain  the  rear  of  Gen. 
Cox,  who  was  still  Bonth  of  hhn, 
wlfen  he  was  himself  attacked  by 
Oim.  Bosecrans,  who,  at  the  head  <i 
nearly  10,000  men,  came  rapidly 
down  upon  him  from  Clarksburg, 
nearly  a  hundred  miles  northward. 
Host  of  the  Union  troops  had  marched 
seventeen  miles  tliat  day,  when,  at 
8  o'clock  p.  M.  of  the  10th,  they  drew 
up  in  front  of  Floyd's  strong  and 
well-lbrtified  position  on  the  north 
bank  of  the  Ganle^,  jnst  below  the 
mouth  of  Meadow  river.  Rosecrans 
ordered  a  reconnoiseance  in  force  hy 
Benham,  which  was  somewhat  too  gal- 

"thbeufdM  of  KidiolM  wnmiy. 

"  PoDufd  aafs  of  tiiia  oonflSet: 

"The  8ii'!c<>srfn!  rpsistnnno  of  this  attack  of 
tte  enemy,  iu  tlie  uoigliborhoxl  of  Caruifei 
pinny,  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  incidents 
of  thooMapsigniaWeeteraVirgmia.  Iheforoe 


lanily  ezeented,  resulting  in  a  short, 
but  severe  action,  wherein  the  advan- 
tage of  f>08ition  was  so  much  on  the 
side  of  the  Confederates  that  their 
loss  must  have  been  considerably  less 
than  ours,  which  was  about  two  hun- 
dred, including  Col.  Lowe,  of  the 
13th  Ohio^  klUed,  and  Col.  Lytle,  of 
the  10th,  severely  wounded,  as  was 
Lleat-OoL  White,  of  the  12th.  CoL 
McCooVs  Ohio  brigade  (Gennans)  at 
one  time  received  an  order  to  storm 
the  Rel)el  intrenchments,  and  wel- 
comed it  with  a  wild  delitrht,  which 
showed  how  gladly  and  thoroughly  it 
would  have  been  obeyed ;  but  it  was 
an  order  which  Bosecrans  had  not 
given,  and  which,  after  a  careM  ob- 
servation of  tiie  works^  he  counter- 
manded. Listead  of  assaulting,  he 
directed  a  more  thorough  reoonnois- 
sance  to  be  made,  and  the  troo])s  to 
be  so  posted  as  to  be  ready  f<  »r  de- 
cisive work  early  in  the  morninf^. 
But,  when  daylight  dawned,  the 
enemy  were  missing.  Floyd,  disap- 
pointed in  the  expected  support  of 
Wise,  and  laigely  outnumbued,  had 
wisely  withdrawn  his  fbroes  under 
cover  of  the  night,  abandoning  a  por* 
tion  of  his  equipage,  much  baggage, 
and  a  few  small  arms,  but  no  cannon." 
He  rapidly  retreated  some  thirty 
miles  to  Big  Sewell  Momitain,  and 
thence  to  Meadow  Bluff,  whither  he 
was  not  closely  followed. 

Wise  strengthened  the  position  on 
Big  Sewell,  named  it  Gamp  Defiance, 
and  there  remained. 

Gen.  Lee,  arriving  from  the  North 
with  a  considerable  Bebel  force,  took 

of  Oori.  Floj'd's  command  was  1.740  men; 
and  from  3  o'clock  r.  m.  untU  nigbc-fnU  it  aua* 
tdned,  with  unwAveiinir  detonniiiBtioD  and  the 

most  brilliant  noeOM,  an  assault  from  an  etiomy 
between  oight  and  nine  thonBaad  strong,  made 
with  small-arms,  grnpo,  and  romkMlQl^  fhim 
howitaera  aad  rifled  canuoa." 
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cinnmand  of  both  Floyd's  and  Wise's   forces  8t  at  ioned  tbere  and  taking  over 

troops,  swelling  his  army  to  20,000  a  hundred  pnBoiiers.  All  who  re- 
men.  Koseeran8,aft«r  remaining  Rcv-  j  sisted  were  killed  by  the  guerrillas, 


eral  dav:^  in  his  front  at  Big  Sewell,  re- 
treated thirty  uiilca  to  the  Gauley, 
and  was  not  pursued ;  Gen.  Lee  being 
Boon  after  recalled  to  take  aoommand 
on  tiie  coast,  and  Go7.  Wiae  ordered 
to  report  at  Richmond. 

Gen.  Lee,  Lefore  leaving  the  North, 
liad  made  a  strong  reconnoissanee 
in  t'orco  rather  than  a  Rorioun  attaek, 
on  the})osition  lidd  hy  Gen.  Reynolds 
on  Cheat  Mountain,  in  Randolpli 
couutv,  not  far  from  the  arena  of 
Gamett's  and  of  Pegram's  diBasters. 
Hiere  was  skimuBhing  on  the  Idth, 
13th,  and  14th  of  September,  daring 
wliicli  Col.  John  A.  Wasliington,  one 
of  Gen.  Lee's  aids,  was  killed,  with 
nearly  one  hundred  other  Rebel.^. 
The  Union  loss  wa.s  nearly  cjual  to 
this,  maiidy  in  prisoners.  lieyn«»lds's 
force  waij  about  half  that  of  his  aseail- 
anta,  bnt  so  strongly  posted  that  Lee 
found  it  imposdUe  to  dislodge  him, 
and  retired  to  his  camp  at  Green- 
brier.  Here  Reynolds,  whose  forces 


g,  with 


who  left  hastily  next  niornin 
all  the  plunder  they  could  carry. 
CoL  Zeigler,  of  the  5th  [loyal]  Vir- 
ginia,  Who  arrived  early  next  morn- 
ings ordered  the  honsea  of  the  Seces- 
sionists to  be  burned,  on  the  assump- 
tion that  they  had  instigated  the 
Rebel  raid,  and  fumi.?hed  the  infor- 
mation which  rendered  it  safe  and 
successful ;  and,  the  leading  citizens 
being  mostly  rebels,  the  village  was 
mainly  consumed.  This  destruction 
was  generally  condenmed  as  barbar> 
0(08,  though  flie  ohaige  was  ]m>bably 
true,  and  would  have  justified  any 
pemdty  that  might  haye  been  inflicted 
on  tliose  only  who  supplied  the  in- 
formation. 

Ro^ecrans  having  poste<l  hiniM-lf 
at  Gauley  Mount,  on  Kew  River, 
three  miles  above  its  junction  with 
the  Ganley,  Floyd  and  Wise,  after. 
Loe*s  departnie,  took  position  on-  tiie 
opposite  (south)  side  of  NewR;ver, 
and  amused  themselves  by-  sheilihg 


were  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  those   the  Union  teamsters  engaged  in  VBtj^ 


in  Ills  frotjt,  afYer  Lee's  departure  for 
the  South,  ])aid  a  return  visit  to  the 
Rebels,  now  comnumded  by  (ien.  H. 
R.  Jackson,  of  Georgia,  on  the  3d 
of  October.  Beynolds,  in  turn,  found 
his  adversary's  position  too  strong  to 
be  tianried  by  assault,  and  retreated 
nnpnrsued,  after  a  desultory  contest 
of  several  hours. 

On  tlic  10th  of  November,  at  8 
p.  M.,  Col.  Jenkins,  with  his  regiment 
of  Rebel  ciivalry,  M'liii  li  had  been  en- 
gaged for  bome  time  iu  guerrilla  wur- 
&re,  dashed  into  the  village  of  Guy- 
andotte,  on  the  Ohio  river,  near  the 
Kentucky  line,  surprising  the  Union 


}>lying  our  anny.  Here  Rosecrans 
atteujpted  to  flank  and  surprise  them, 
])ut  was  first  defeated  by  a  <rreat  flood 
in  the  river,  rendering  it  impassable ; 
and  next  by  the  failure  of  Gen.  Ben- 
ham  to  gain  Floyd's  rear  and  ob> 
struct  hia  retreat,  as  be  had  been  or- 
dered to  do.  The  attack  in  front  was 
duly  made,'*  but  Floyd  retreated  un- 
molested by  Benham,  and  but  faintly 
pursued.  On  the  14th.  his  rear-guard 
of  cavalry  was  attacked  and  driven 
by  Renham;  its  Colonel,  St.  George 
Croghan,  being  killed.  Ko  further 
pursnit  was  attempted.  Floyd  re- 
treated to  Petentown,  more  than 


" November  liih. 
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fifij  milM  Boathward.  And  thus 
died  out  the  campaign  in  the  sonth- 

em  part  of  West  Virginia. 

In  the  nortli-ea-st,  Gen.  Kelly,  who 
held  and  guarded  tlie  Alleghany  bcc- 
tion  of  the  Baltimoi  c  and  Ohio  Hail- 
road,  starting  i'rom  JSew  Creek  on 
the  night  of  October  25th,  advanced 
rapidly  to  Bomney,  the  capital  of 
Hampahire  ooonty,  driving  oat  a 
Bebel  battalim  and  o^tnring  two 
cannon,  sixty  pcismiers,  several  hun- 
dred stand  of  arms,  with  all  the  camp 
equipage,  provisions,  and  munitions. 
By  this  spirited  dash,  "Wef^t  Virginia 
was  nearly  cleared  of  armed  Rebels. 

Gen.  H.  II,  Milroy,  who  had  suc- 
ceeded Gen.  Eeynolda  in  command 
at  Cheat  Mountain,  attempted,  Boon 
afterward,'*  a  similar  dash  on  the 
Bobds  in  his  front,  strongly  posted 
at  Alleghany  Summit,  twenty-two 
milf?  distant,  on  the  turnpike  to 
Staunton.  To  this  end,  he  moved 
forward  with  3,200  men,  nearly  half 
of  which  were  directed  to  make  a 
dStoor  by  the  old  Greenbrier  road,  to 
aaeaiilt  tiie  enemy's  left.  The  com- 
bination fiuled.  The  flank  move- 
ment, imder  Ool.  Mo(jdy,  of  the  9th 
Indiana,  was  not  effected  in  time. 
Tlio  lu'hel  forces,  consisting  of  four 
regiments,  under  Col.  Edward  John- 

"Deeamber  ISth. 

"Though  tho  crest  of  tho  main  ri<lfre  of  the 
iUtaghaoiei  is  the  natural  aad  proper  line  of  de- 
■Mratkm  betw«ea  *  the  Old  Dondukm'  and  nev. . 

or  West  Virginia,  and  pretty  accurately  di.«crim- 
inates  tho  Counties  wherein  Slavery  and  Secea- 
sioa  did,  from  those  wherein  they  did  not,  at  any 
tune,  predominate,  jet  threo  or  four  Couatics — 
Moi]ror>,  Greenbrier,  Ac. — whit'h  geographically 
pertain  to  West  Virginia,  have,  eiUter  voluntarily 
or  under  duivM^  adhered  to  Old  TJrgiaift  and 
the  Bebellion. 

HOTK.— The  originally  proposed  Sttte  of  Za> 

f!a(  ,'ia  included  witllin  her  boundarioa  oidy  the 
Counties  of  Yicfbiialjring  north  and  weet  oi;  but 


son,  were  neither  surprised  nor  dis- 
mayed ;  and  the  afia  k  in  front,  led 
by  CoL  James  A.  Jones,  of  the  25th 
Oliio,  tlioujxh  fxallantlv  made,  did  not 
8uei;eed.  The  Ileheld,  finding«tliem- 
Bolveii  superior  in  numbers  as  well  as 
position,  attacked  in  turn,  and  were 
likewise  repulsed,  as  also  in  an  at- 
tempted flank  movement.  StiU,  Mil- 
roy,  having  lost  160  men,  with  hia 
ranka  still  farther  depleted  by  the 
sktdking  of  his  raw  troojis,  liad  begun 
to  retreat  before  Col.  ^It>ody,  at  8 
A.  M.,  commenced  his  flank  attack, 
which  was  of  course  a  failure,  Mil- 
rov  retreated  un pursued  to  his  old 
camp.  But,  not  discouraged,  he  dis- 
patched Major  Wehster,  of  the  25th 
Ohio,  with  800  men,  on  the  last  daj 
of  the  year,  to  break  np  a  Itebel  post 
at  Iluntersville,  fifty  miles  south,  on 
the  Greenbrier.  Tlie  weather  was 
cold  ;  tliep^nmnd  covered  with  snow; 
yet  the  march  was  made  in  threo 
days,  the  Itebel  f(  tree  driven  out,  and 
six.  buildings,  tilled  with  provisions 
and  forage,  destroyed  by  iire;  the 
expedition  returning  without  loss  cat 
accident.  Hero  closed  the  campaign 
of  1861  in  "Western  Yirginia,  with 
scarcely  a  Kebel  uniform  or  picket 
to  be  t^een,  on  that  side  of  the  Alle- 
ghany Mooutidns.** 

not  including,  McDoweQ,  Mercer,  Monroe,  Green« 
brier,  and  Pocahontas — thirty -nine  in  all,  with  a 
total  population  in  1800  of  280,691,  whereof 
0,894  were  riarea.  The  Constitutioa  of  Wan 
ViROisiv  exprof.-'ly  incliidoil  the  five  cnnnties 
above  named,  muking  tlio  total  population 
315,969,'of  ^rtMMB  10,147  were  alavea.  It  (tar. 
ther  provided  that  tlio  counties  of  Pendleton, 
Hardy,  Hampshire,  Frederick,  Berkeley,  JelTcr- 
son,  and  Morgan,  might  also  be  embraced  within 
the  new  Stato^  provided  their  peopio  ahoold,  hf 
vote,  express  their  desire  to  be — which  they, 
excepting  those  of  Frederick,  in  due  time,  did— 
raisiDg  the  popuhrtioii,  In  IMQ,  of  the  new  Stats 
to  :i70,74-2,  and  entitUqg  it  to  thne  i»pcwettt»* 
Ureaia  Coogreaa^ 
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EAST  YIRGIKIA—BULL  BUK. 


If  tbo  Korth  had  been,  or  at  least 
had  aeemed,  obetmately  apathetic,  be- 
eaose  skeptical  as  to  tiie  probability 

or  tjio  imminence  of  Civil  War,  it 
was  fully  and  sudderily  undeceived 
by  the  development-  tliat  swiftly  fol- 
lowed the  bombardment  of  Fort 
Sumter,  but  es^jiecially  Ity  the  occur- 
rences in  Baltimore  and  the  attitude 
of  Maryland.  For  a  few  weeks,  all 
petty  differences  seemed  effaced,  all 
partisan  jealousies  and  hatreds  for- 
gotten.  A  few' conservative' pre^d 
Bought  to  stem  the  rushing  tide;  a 
few  old  Donocratir  leaders  stniggled 
to  keep  tlie  ]>arty  lines  distinct  and 
rigid;  but  to  little  puqioso.  Twelve 
States,  whose  Legii^latures  happened 
to  be  sitting  in  some  part  of  April 
or  May,  1861,  tendered  pecuniary 
aid  to  tiie  Goyemment)  amounting, 
in  the  aggregate,  to  nearly  Nineteen 
Hillions  of  Dollars;  while  some  Five 
Millions  were  aa  promptly  contribu- 
ted, in  the  cities  and  chief  towns  of 
the  Korth,  to  clotlie  and  equip  vohin- 
teers.  Kailro;ids  and  Bteamboats 
were  mainly  employed  in  transporting 
men  and  munitions  to  the  line  of  the 
Potomac  or  that  of  the  Ohio.  Never 
before  had  any  Twen^  Millions  of 
people  evinced  such  absorbing  and 
general  entbuaiasm.  But  for  the  de- 
plorahle  lack  of  arms.  Half  a  ^fillion 
volunteers  minlit  have  been  sent  into 
camp  before  the  ensuing  i'uurtb  of 
July. 

Prei^dent  Lincoln  issued,  on  the 


2Yth  of  April,  a  prodamation  an- 
nouncing the  blockade  of  the  coast 
of  Yii^nia  and  North  Carolina; 

due  evidence  hiuiiig  been  afforded 
that  Yiiginia  bad  formally  and  North 
Carolina  practically  adhered  to  the 
Kebellion.  Some  weeks  were  re- 
quired to  collect  and  fit  out  the  ve?;- 
eels  necessary  for  the  blockade  of 
even  the  cliief  ports  of  the  Eebel 
States ;  but  the  month  of  May*  saw 
this  undertaking  so  fiir  completed  as 
to  make  an  entrance  into  either  of 
those  ports  dangerous  to  the  block- 
ade-runner. Oil  tlie  od.  the  Presi- 
dent made  alurtlier  cull  tor  troo}>s — 
this  time  ret]niring  4'i,00U  additional 
volunteers  for  three  years;  beside 
adding  ten  regiments  to  the  regular 
army — about  doubling  its  nominal 
strength.  A  large  force  of  volnn- 
teerS)  mainly  Pennsylvanians,  was 
organized  at  Chambersburg,  Pa., 
under  the  command  of  Major-CJen. 
Robert  Patterson,  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania militia;  while  Gen.  Butler, 
having  coni{)leted  the  tann'ng  of 
Baltimore,  by  planting  batteries  on 
the  hi^est  points  and  sending  a  few 
of  her  more  audacious  traitors  to 
Fort  McHenry,  was  made*  a  Majcn^ 
General,  and  placed  in  command  of  a 
Department  composed  of  tide  wo* 
ter  Virginia  with  North  Carolina. 
George  B.  ^McClellan,  John  C.  Fre- 
mont (then  in  Europe),  and  John  A. 
Dix  had  already'  been  appointed 
Major-Generals  in  the  regular  army 


'BichmoDd  and  Notfolk,  the  Sth;  Charleston, 
the  11th;  NowOrkuis  and  MobOflt  th«  S)th; 


Savannah,  the  2Sth.  *  May  1  Sth. 

'  May  Ist  and  speedily  tbereaiker. 
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—(Jen.  Dix  commanding  in  New- 
York.  Lieut.  Gen.  Winlield  iScott,  at 
Waihiiigton,  wasooouiwiiidef^iii-eliiel^ 
aa  well  aa  in  ImmiHliftte  charge  €f  tlie 
laijge  ftm  rapidly  poiuniig  into  the 
capital  and  its  environs — ^in  part,  by 
Bteamboat  up  the  Potomac;  in  part, 
by  wav  of  the  Railroad  throuorh  Balti- 
more.  There  ■\verc  cities  that  hailed 
the  Union  soldiers  with  greater  en- 
thusiasm, but  none  that  treated  them 
with  more  dvilitj  and  deference, 
than  Baltimore,  from  and  after  But- 
ler's anival  in  that  oty ;  though  he 
somewhat  embarrassed  the  trade  of 
that  hitherto  tiiriviug  mart  hj  search- 
ing for  and  seizing  large  quantities 
of  arms,  secreted  in  her  cellars  or 
snugly  stowed  away  in  tlie  holds  of 
her  vessels,  awaiting  transportation 
to  lower  Yirginia.  One  of  his  last 
and  most  important  selniies  was  that 
of  the  person  of  Oeoige  P.  Kane, 
Harshal  of  Polioe;  who,  maVing  all 
possible  opposition  to  captures  of 
arms  designed  for  the  Tlebels,  was 
taken  also  to  the  Fort,  that  ho  might 
sec  tluit  they  were  in  safe  hands. 
Unluckily,  he,  like  other  traitors,  was 
not  retained  there  80  long  as  he 
shoold  have  been ;  bat  this  wais  by 
no  ISralt  of  Gen.  Butler,  who  was 
ordered  to  take  oommand  at  Fortress 
Monroe,  whither  he  repaired  on  the 
22d,  and  where  he  soon  found  him- 
Bclf  at  the  head  of  some  15,000  raw 
but  gallant  8<.>ldier8. 

It  had  been  decided  that  no  offen- 
nve  movement  should  be  made  prior 
to  the  24th  (the  day  after  the  ftioe 
of  Yoting  to  ratify  tibe  Ordinance  of 
fieeession) — the  GoTemment  haying 
iqpporently  resolved  that  no  Union 

eoldier  should,  on  that  day,  tread  the 

'■1,^   

*TbS»  y1B»g»  wu  borate  Augim  Mh,  bj  If*. 
gMte*!  (wder,  «luit  ttmig^  no  loQgor  sAidilMl- 
3i 


soil  of  Virginia,  save  within  the  nar- 
row limits,  or  immediately  under  the 
fnmmng  walls,  of  Fortress  Monroe. 
So  Gen.  Butler  soon  found  some  ten 
or  twelve  thousand  Confederates  in 
his  fiont,  under  command  of  Gens^ 
Hugrr  nn  l  l^ti^rnider,  (both  recently 
of  tlit  regular  anny.)  with  earth- 
works and  batteries  facing  him  at 
every  commanding  point,  well  mount- 
ed with  powerful  gims  from  the  . 
spoils  of*  the  Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
The  white  population  in  that  slave- 
holding  neighborhood  was  so  gene- 
rally disloyal  that,  of  a  thousand  in- 
habitants of  the  little  village  of 
Hampton,  lying  just  under  the  gnna 
of  the  fort,  but  a  hundred  remaincKl 
on  the  1st  of  June.* 

Gen.  Butler  found  liis  position  so 
cramped  by  the  proidmity  and  au- 
daetty  of  the  EebelB,  whose  cavalry 
and  soonts  almost  looked  into  the 
mouths  of  his  guns,  that  he  resolved 
on  enlaiging  the  circle  of  his  Vi]> 
ginia  acquaintance  ;  to  which  end  he 
seizeni  and  fortified  tlie  point  known 
as  Ncw])ort  Xews,  at  the  mouth  of 
James  river;  and,  on  the  9th  of 
June,  ordered  a  reconnoissauce  in 
force  for  tome  eight  or  ten  mUei 
northward,  with  intent  to  surround, 
surprise,  and  capture,  the  Bebel  po- 
sition nearest  him,  known  as  little 
Bethel.  To  this  end.  Col.  Abram 
Duryea's  Zouaves  were  dispatched 
from  llanipttm  at  1  o'clock  next 
morning,  followed  by  Col.  F.  Towns- 
end's  3d  Kew-York,  an  hour  later, 
with  diveetioiis  to  gain  tiie  rear  of 
little  Bethel,  so  as  to  out  off  the  re- 
treat of  the  Bebels;  while  OoL 
Phelps,  with  a  Vermont  battalion, 
supported  1)V  Bendix's  Now- York 

ter  to  ov  troops.  AnsttmiptwMafeflninndo 
to  at^^^  tliii  dmtstkm  to  tlM  Unlonlsli. 
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regiment,  waB  to  approabh  tibat  post 
in  ftontyready  to  sfcteok  at  daylneak. 

The  whole  expedition  was  inider  the 
command  of  Gen.  E.  W.  Pierce,  a 
militia  Brifjadior  from  Massachusetts. 

Gen.  Butler  had  j^iveu  precise  or- 
ders and  directed  the  nae  of  ample 


pneaDtknis  to  avoid  ooDisba  in  the 
daifcnew  between  the  Beveral  portions 
of  onr  own  forces.  Yet,  jnst  before 
dajbxeak,  at  a  junction  of  roads, 
some  two  miles  from  Little  Bethel, 
the  regiments  of  Col.  Bendix  and 
Col.  Townaend  neaied  eadi  other; 


rmm  hum  abooxd  >-obtru8  MomMNk 


and  the  fonner,  miataHng  I3ie  Utter 
for  enemies,  opened  fire  with  both 
artillery  and  musketiy,  whereby  two 

of  Col.  Town^md's  men  were  killed, 
and  ciirht  or  ten  perioualy,  besides  a 
large  number  slightly  wounded.  The 
mistake  was  soon  discovered;  Itut  not 


thrown  into  oonftudon— >thoBe  in  ad- 
vance.  with  leason,  presoming  that 


the  Kebela  were  asBanlting  their 

and  proparing  for  defense  on  this  pre- 
fsuini)tion.  Tlie  Ile]>els  at  Little  Bethel 
wore,  of  course,  alarmed,  and  made 
good  tlieir  retreat.    Gen.  Pierce  sent 


until  the  whole  expedition  hud  been  I  back  to  Gen.  Butler,  for  reenforoe* 
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ments ;  and  another  regiment  was 
ordered  up  to  his  support.  Col.  Dur- 
yea  had  already  surprised  and  cap- 
tured a  paeket-gaaxd  of  the  mwaj, 
ooottstingof  thirty  peraons,  who  were 
sent  pnsoners  to  the  fort 

Oren.  Fieroe,  finding  only  a  hastily 
deserted  camp  at  Little  Bethel,  pushed 
on  to  Big  Bethel,  several  miles  fur- 
ther. Here  he  found  a  substantial, 
though  liastily  constructed,  breast- 
work, protected  from  assault  by  a 
deep  creek,  with  1,800  Confederates, 
under  GoL  J.  B.  Magmder,  behiiid 
it.  Gen.  Pierce,  who,  probably,  had 
never  before  seen  a  diot  fired  in  ac- 
tual war,  ordered  an  attack;  planting 
his  few  Binall  guns  in  the  open  field, 
half  a  mile  from  the  well-sheltered 
Rebel  l)attorics  in  his  front.  Our 
balls,  of  course,  buried  themselves 
harmlesaly  in  the  Bebel  earthworks  ;* 
while  our  men,  though  partially 
■creened  by  woods  and  honsee,  were 
exposed  to  a  deadly  fire  from  the 
Bebek.  For  fonr  hours,  the  action 
thus  continued — necessarily  with  con- 
siderable loH^s  on  our  side  and  very 
little  on  the  other.  Finally,  a  more 
determined  assault  wa3  made  bv  a 
part  of  our  infantry,  led  by  Major 
Theodore  Winthrop,  Aid  to  Gen. 
Bntler,  who  was  shot  dead  while 
standing  on  a  log,  cheering  his  men 
to  the  charge.  His  courage  and  con- 
duct throughout  the  fight  rendered 
him  conspicuous  to,  and  excited  the 
admiration  of,  his  eueniios.  Lieut. 
John  T.  Greble,  of  the  2d  regular  ar- 
tillery, was  likewise  killed  instantly 
by  a  ball  thron^^  the  head,  while 
serving  hisgon  ih  the  fiuseof  the  foe. 

'  I'oUarii  mjb:  "The  onlj  iiyurj  rec«i?«i 
AomttMlr  mttimrj  ms  tht  Ion  of  a  nnil«b" 

•  CoL  (aince,  Major-Gen.)  T).  H.  Hill,  who  oom- 
mvidedibe  1st  ^orUi  Cvoliaa  ia  this  affiur,  ia 


Our  total  loss,  in  the  advance  and  the 
attack,  was  hardly  less  than  100  men  ; 
while  the  Rebels  reported  theirs  at 
1  killed  and  7  woonded.  Qen.  Pierce, 
whose  inexperience  and  incapacity 
had  largely  oontribated  to  onr  mis- 
fortune, finally  ordered  a  retreat^ 
which  was  made,  and  in  good  order ; 
the  Rebels  following  for  some  miles 
with  cavalry,  but  at  a  respectful  dis- 
tance. And,  so  conscious  were  their 
leaders  that  they  owed  their  advan- 
tage to  accident,  that  they  abandoned 
the  position  that  night,  and  retreated 
so  fiir  as  Yorktown,  ten  miles  up  the 
Peninsnla.*  Ko  further  collii^ons  of 
moment  occurred  in  tliis  depurtment 
that  season.  Gen.  Butler  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Gen.  Wool  on  the  16th  of 
August. 

Beports  of  a  contemplated  Kebel 
invasion  of  the  North,  through  Mary- 
land, were  cnnent  throughout  the 

montli  of  May,  countenanced  by  the 
fact  that  Maryland  Ilights,  opposite 
Harper's  Ferry,  were  held  by  John- 
ston through  most  of  that  month, 
while  a  considerable  force  appeared 
opposite  Williamsport  on  the  19th, 
and  seemed  to  meditate  a  crossing. 
A  rising  in  Baltimore,  and  even  a 
dash  on  Fhfladelphia,  were  among 
their  rumored  purposes.  Surveys  and 
reconnoissances  had  been  made  by 
them  of  Arlington  Higlits  and  other 
eminences  on  the  Yirglniaside  of  the 
Potomac,  as  if  with  intent  to  plant 
batteries  for  the  slu^lling  of  Washing- 
ton. But  the  Union  forces,  in  that 
State  and  Maryland,  increased  so  m- 
pidly,  that  any  ofibuuve  movement 

his  official  report,  alter  cluiuiug  a  vic-tur/,  sajMi 

**  Fearltig  that  heavx  regnforoflments  would  1» 
sent  up  from  Fortrcas  Monroe,  we  fell  back  al 
nightfitll  upon  our  works  at  Yorktown." 
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in  that  quarter  on  the  put  of  the 
Bebels  would  have  been  foolhardj  in 
the  extreme.  Finally,  on  the  night 
of  t]io  23(1 — the  flay  of  her  election 
aforesiiid — Gen.  Scott  gave  the  order 
for  an  advance ;  and,  before  morning, 
10,000  Uniouisti  were  planted  on  the 
*  Baerod  soil'  Q«q.  Mansfield  super- 
intended the  croBeing  of  the  Long 
IMdge ;  wlule  Gen.  McDowell  con- 
dnctedthat  over  the  Chain  Bridge  at 
Geoigetown  ;  whence  the  69th  New 
York,  Col.  Corcoran,  was  pushed  for- 
ward to  9ei;^e  the  crossing  of  the 
Orange  and  Manassas  Gap  Kiiilway, 
some  miles  westward.  The  Kew- 
Tork  Fire  ZooaTes,  OoL  EUsworth, 
moved  hj  steamers  directly  on  Alex- 
andria; but  the  Bebels  in  that  city 
had  either  been  warned  by  treachery, 
or  were  alarmed  by  the  menacing 
appearance  of  the  gimhont  Pawnee, 
and  had  very  <;enerally  escaped  when 
the  Zouaves  laTided.  Some  oOO  of 
them,  mainly  civilians,  were  captured 
by  thoNew  York  69tb,  in  their  flight 
on  the  railroad  af<nesaid.  No  resist- 
ance -was  met  at  any  point  Bnt  OoL 
Ellsworth,  seeing  a  Secession  flag 
ftydng  from  the  *  Marshall  House'  at 
Alexandria,  stepped  in,  with  four 
followers,  and  took  it  down.  Pass- 
injr  down  the  stairs,  ho  was  met  hv 
one  Jackson,  the  hotel-keeper,  who, 
raising  a  douljle-barreled  gun,  shot 
EUsworth  dead  on  the  spot.  He  was 
himself  instantly  shot  in  torn  by 
Francis  E.  BrowneU,  one  of  Ool.  Ells- 
worth's followers  ;  and  the  two  who, 
at  one  moment,  confronted  each  other 
as  strangers  hut  as  mortal  f<x*s,  the 
next  lay  side  l)y  side  in  death.  Jack- 
son's deed,  which,  at  tlie  North,  was 
shudderingly  regarded  as  assassina- 
tion, at  the  Sontb,  was  exulted  over 


m 

as  an  exhibition  of  patriotic  hearolim } 

and  a  8nbscrij)tion  was  at  once  set  on 
foot  for  the  benefit  of  his  family. 

This  incident  was  rightly  regarded 
hy  many  as  indicative  of  tlio  terrible 
earnestness  of  the  contest  U{)ou  which 
the  American  people  were  now  en- 
tering. 

Qm.  MeDowsU,  having  firmly  ea* 
tablisbed  himself  on  the  right  bank 

of  the  Potomac  for  several  miles  op- 
posite to  and  below  Washington,  pro- 
ceeded to  fortify  his  position,  but 
made  no  further  otfenpive  demonstra- 
tions for  several  weeks  ;  wliose  quiet 
was  broken  only  by  a  brisk  dash  into 
and  Aroogh  the  Tillage  of  Fairfax 
Oonrt-Honse  by  lient.  0.  H.  Tomp- 
kins, of  the  2d  regnlar  oaTafay— ro- 
sulting  in  a  loss  of  six  on  either  side—- 
and  by  an  ambuscade  at  Vienna. 

Late  on  Monday,  June  17th,  Gen. 
Robert  C.  Schenck,  under  orders  from 
Gen.  ^fcDowell,  left  cani]>  near  Alex- 
andria, with  TOO  of  Col.  McCook's  1st 
Ohio,  on  a  railroad  train,  and  pro* 
oeeded  slowly  np  the  track  toward 
Leesborg,  detaching  and  stationing 
two  companies  each  at  Fall's  Ohnrch 
and  at  two  road-crossingB  as  he  pro- 
ceeded, lie  was  ncaring  Vienna, 
thirteen  miles  from  Alexandria,  with 
four  rcmaininj^  conn):inics,  numbering 
275  men,  utterly  unsuspicious  of  dan- 
ger, when,  on  emerging  from  a  cut 
and  turning  a  cmre,  eighty  rods  from 
the  Tillage,  his  train  was  raked  by  a 
masked  battery  of  two  guns,  hastily 
]>]  anted  by  Ool.  Gregg,*  who  had  been 
for  two  or  three  days  scouting  along 
onr  fnmt,  with  about  800  Rebels, 
iiiaiiily  South  Carolinians,  and  who, 
startinp:  that  morning  from  Dranes- 
ville,  had  been  tearing  up  the  track 
at  Viefma,  and  had  started  to  return 


*  Afterward,  Qw.  iiMxej  Gregg ;  Gofemor  elect  of  South  CaroUoa  i  killed  at  Frederiduborg. 
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to  Dranesville  when  thev  heard  the 
whistle  of  Gen.  Schenck's  locomotive. 
Several  rounds  of  grape  were  fired 
point-blank  into  the  midst  of  the 
Ohio  bojB,  who  speedily  sprang  from 
the  cavB,  aiid  fbrmed  under  ihe  pro- 
tection^ aclomp  of  trees  en  the  side 
of  the  track.  The  engineer,  who  was 
backing  tlie  train,  and,  of  course,  in 
the  rear  of  it,  instantly  detached  his 
locomotive,  and  started  at  his  best 
speed  for  Alexandria,  leaving  the 
cars  to  be  burnt  hy  the  Rebels,  and 
the  dead  and  wounded  to  be  brought 
oflf  in  bhmketB  by  their  snrviTing 
comrades.  The  Bebels,  deceived  by 
tiie  cool,  undaunted  bearing  of  our 
finroe,  did  not  venture  to  advance,  for 
fear  of  falling  into  a  trap  in  their 
turn ;  so  that  our  loss  in  men  was  but 
20,  including  one  captain.  The  Reb- 
els, of  course,  lost  none.  Each  party 
retreated  immediately — the  Bebels 
to  Fairihx  Ooort  Honse. 

As  verv  much  has  since  been  said, 
on  both  sides,  with  partial  justice,  of 
outrages  and  barbarities,  devastation 
and  rapine,  whereof  '  the  enemy'  is 
tXwtkyB  asBumed  to  be  gailty,  the  fol- 
lowing manifesto,  iasned  a  Con- 
federate chief  at  the  very  outset  of 
the  contest,  and  before  it  could  have 
had  any  foundation  in  fact,  casts 
light  on  many  similar  and  later  in- 
culpations : 

llKAD-OUABTBBa,  BbpV  OF  AUXAKDBIA,  > 

OAMPPionMS,  June  6th,  1861.  \ 

"a  rnoci.AMATION". 

"  To  the  people  of  tlie  Counties  of  Loudoun^ 
Fairfax,  and  Prinee  William: 
"Arookles.s  and  Diiiii-lin  iiiKil  tyrant  hafl 
invaded  your  soil.  Abruhum  Luicoln,  re- 
gardlen  of  all  moral,  legal,  and  eonstitntional 
reitrailrtB,  has  thrown  his  Abolition  Iiosts 
amoDft  you,  wlio  are  murdering  and  iinpris- 
onijig  your  dtiseiia,  oonflseatiiig  and  de- 
Btroying  yonr  property,  and  committinp  other 
acts  of  violence  and  outrage,  too  shocking 
sad  levdting  to  hnmanUy  to  be  eniim«Mt«£ 


All  rules  of  civilized  war£ure  are  aban- 
doned, and  they  proolidiB  hf  their  acts,  if 

not  on  their  biunifra.  that  their  war-cry  is 
'  Beauty  and  Booty.*  All  that  is  dear  to 
man — jonr  honor,  and  that  of  your  wiyw 

and  daughters — your  fortunes  and  your  UvM^ 
are  involved  in  this  momentous  contest. 

"  In  the  name,  therefore,  of  tlie  constituted 
authorities  of  the  Confederate  States— in  tho 
sacred  cause  of  constitutional  liberty  and 
self-government,  for  which  we  are  contend- 
ing— in  behalf  of  civilization  itself— I,  G.  T. 
Beauregard,  Brigadier-General  of  the  Con- 
federate Staites,  commanding  at  Camp  Pick- 
ena,  ManaaaaB  Jonotion,  do  make  this  my 
Proelamatfon,  and  faiTite  and  enjoin  yon,  by 
every  consideration  dear  to  tlio  hearts  of 
freemen  and  patriots,  by  the  name  and 
memory  of  yonr  Rovohitionary  fiithera,  and 
by  the  purity  and  sanctity  of  your  domestic 
firesides,  to  rally  to  the  standard  of  your  State 
and  ooontry;  and,  by  every  means  in  your 
power,  compatible  with  honorable  warfare, 
to  drive  back  and  expel  the  invaders  from 
your  land. 

I  conjure  you  to  he  true  and  loyal  to  your 
country  and  Iter  legal  and  constitutional  au- 
thorities, and  especially  to  be  vigilant  ohaerr- 
ers  of  the  movements  and  acts  of  the  enemy, 
so  as  to  enable  yon  to  give  the  earliest  an« 
thentic  information  at  these  headquarteny 
or  to  the  officers  under  my  commaad. 

**I  deabvto  assure  yon  that  thentmoat 
protection  in  my  power  will  be  givon  to 
yon  all.  G.  T.  BaAcaBOAito, 

Brigadier-General  Oommanding.** 

Three  days  before,  and  in  nttor 
unconsciousness  of  the  fiihninution 
which  Beauregard  was  preparing, 
Gen.  McBoweU,  in  command  of  onr 
fercea  in  hia  front,  had  iianed  the 
fenowjng: 

'*B^ai>-QVAiiTBB8  Dkp*t  OF  N.  E.  YroonriA, 

Ari.i.vc.ton,  June  2d,  isfil. 

**Gexsral  Oiu>£u  No.  4. — Statements  of 
the  amount,  Und,  and  valne,  of  all  private 
property  taken  and  used  for  Government 
purposes,  and  of  the  damage  done  in  any 
way  to  private  property,  by  reason  of  the 
oooupation  of  this  section  of  the  country  by 
the  United  States  troops,  will,  as  soon  as 
practicable,  be  made  out  and  transmitted  to 
department  head-oaarters  of  brigades  by  tlte 
oommonden  of  origades,  and  offioera  in 
char^'o  of  the  several  fortifioatiooa.  These 
statements  will  exhibit : 

"  Fint.  '  The  quantity  of  land  taken  poa- 
pession  of  for  the  loreral  field-works,  and  the 
kind  and  value  of  the  crops  growing  then- 
on,  ifaigr. 
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^Sseond.  The  qnantitj  of  land  used  for 
the  nc'veral  enctinipmenU,  and  the  kind  ftud 

value  of  the  growing  oropa,  if  any. 

Third.  The  number,  size,  and  character 
of  the  boikUoga  ^tjnopriated  to  pnbUo  pvr- 
poseg. 

*^  Fourth.  The  qvantify  aad  value  of  trees 
eat  down. 

''Fifth.  Thekiiid«iid«zteiDtof ftnotoch 
eto.,  destroyed. 

These  8tat«m«Dt8  wDl  8S  ftr  as  poflrible, 

pive  tlic  v.ilue  of  tin?  property  taken,  or  of 
the  damage  sustained,  and  the  name  or 
names  of  the  owners  thereof.  Oltizens  who 
lUKVe  SUflt^ined  any  damairc  or  los>*  as  above 
vUlmake  their  claims  upon  the  command- 
ing offioers  of  the  troops  by  whom  it  was 
dwie^  or,  in  cases  where  these  troops  have 
mored  awav,  upon  the  commander  nearest 
til  em. 

"  These  claims  will  accompany  the  state- 
mcDt  above  called  for.  The  commanders  of 
hirigades  will  require  the  assistance  of  the 
commanders  of  regiments  or  dutuched  com- 
panies, and  will  make  this  order  kndwn  to 
the  inhabitAnta  in  their  vicinity,  to  the  end 
that  all  loss  or  damage  maj,  as  nearly  as 
possible,  be  ascertained  while  ue  troops  are 
now  here,  and  by  whom,  or  on  whoso  ac- 
count,  it  has  been  occasioned,  that  Justice 
may  be  done  alike  to  the  citizen  and  to  the 
Government.  The  naiTie  of  the  officer  or 
officers,  in  ca^  the  brigade  commanders 
•haD  insHtnte  a  board  to  fix  the  amount  of 
loss  or  d.imngo,  shall  be  piven  in  each  cnno. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  McDowkll. 
**  jAioa  B.  Fbt,  Aas*t  AiU*t>Geiiena." 


Of  com-se,  this  order  does  not 
prove  that  no  outrage  was  commit- 
ted, no  wanton  injury  infioted,  by 
onr  soldieFB,  in  ihia  or  other  portions 
of  the  Oon£»deracy.  War  cannot 
afford  to  be  nice  in  the  selection  of 
its  instruments;  andprobably  no  cam- 
paign was  ever  prosecuted  tlirongh  a 
friendly,  nnicli  more  a  hostile,  region, 
wherein  acts  of  viok^ico  and  spo- 
liation were  not  periKitrated  by  boI- 
dkn  on  the  defenseless  inhabitants 
of  the  oonntrjr.  Bnt  that  the  com- 
manders on  onr  side,  and,  in  fiict,  on 
both  sides,  were  generally  earnest 
and  Tigflant  in  rejaressing  and  pun- 
ishincT  the-^e  excesses,  is  the  simple 
truth,  which  should  be  asserted  and 


insisted  on  for  tlie  honor  of  our  coun- 
try and  her  people. 

Gen.  Bobert  PaiterMm,  with  aiboat 
20,000  men,  broke  camp  at  Ohamf 

bersbmg,  June  7th,  and  advanced 
to  Hagerstown,  while  Col.  Lew.  Wal- 
lace, on  his  right,  took  quiet  posses- 
sion of  Cumberland,  and  made  a  dash 
upon  liomney,  which  he  ea.^ily  cap- 
tured. Gen.  Joseph  E.  Jolmeton, 
commanding  the  Bebels,  bnmed  the 
bridge  at  Point  of  Bocks  on  the  7th, 
and  eyaenated  Harper'a  Ferry  on  Ihe 
14th,  destroying  the  superb  railway 
bridge  over  the  Potomac.  lie  re- 
treated upon  Winchester  and  Lees- 
burg,  after  having  destroyed  the 
armory  and  shops  at  the  Ferry — the 
machinery  having  been  already  sent 
off  to  Bichmond.  The  Ghesapeake 
Canal  and  the  several  railroads  in 
this  region  were  thoronghly  diemsn- 
tlod.  The  Potomac  was  crossed  at 
Williamsport,  by  Gen.  Thomas,  on 
tlie  16tli.  But,  for  some  reason,  this 
advance  was  counternumded,  and  our 
troops  all  recrossed  on  the  18th — 
Gen.  Patterson  remaining  at  Hagers- 
town. The  Rebels  at  once  returned  . 
to  the  river,  completing  the  work  of 
destmcdon  at  Harper's  Ferry,  and 
cohsczipting  Unionists  as  well  as  Con- 
federates to  fill  their  ranks.  Patter- 
son recrossed  the  Potomac  at  Wil- 
liamsport on  the  morning  of  July  2d, 
at  a  place  known  as  '  Falling  Waters,' 
encountering  a  small  Ivcbcl  force  un- 
der Gen.  Jackson  (afterward  known 
as  '  Stonewall*),  who,  being  outnum- 
bered, made  little  resistance,  bnt  fell 
back  to  HartinsbnTg,  and  nltimately 
to  Bunker  Hill.  On  the  7th,  an  or- 
der to  advance  on  Winchester  was 
given,  but  not  executed.  Finally,  on 
the  15tb,  Patterson  moved  forward  to 
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Bunker  Hill,  on  the  direct  road 
to  and  nine  jnile^  from  Winchester, 
"which  he  occupied  without  resistance. 

On  the  ITtb,  lie  toniecl  tifaruptly 
to  the  left,  moving  away  from  the 
enemy  in  his  frcmt,  and  maiching  to 
Oiarlestoxm,  twelve  miles  eastward, 
near  the  Pi^tomac,  leaving  Johnston 
at  full  liberty  to  lead  his  entire  force 
to  ]\tanas3a8.  The  consequences  of 
tliis  extraordinary  movement  l)y  Pat- 
terson were  so  important  and  so  dis- 
astrous as  to  demand  for  it  the  fbllest 
elucidation. 

Kaj.-Qen.  Oharles  W.Sanford,  of 
Kew  York,  -who  was  second  in  com- 
mand to  Gen.  Patterson  durinj?  this 
campaign,  testifies  "  positively  that  he 
"was  dispatched  from  Washington  by 
Gen.  Scott  and  the  Cabinet,  on  the  fith 
of  July,  to  report  to  Patterson  and 
serve  under  bim,  because  of  the  latter's 
tardiness  and  manifbst  indisposition  to 
fight — that  he  7ep<»rted  to  I^attenon 
at  WiHiamsport,  with  two.fresh  regi- 
ments, on  the  1 0th ;  was  there  placed 
in  command  of  a  di\ision  composed 
of  S,000  New  York  troops,  and  deliv- 
ered orders  from  Gen.  Scott,  urging 
"  a  forward  movement  as  ra|)idly  as 
possible" — that  Patterson  then  had 
22,000  men  and  two  batteries;  that 
delay  ensued  at  MivtinBbiug;  but 
that  the  annj  advanced  from  that 
place — on  the  15th — to  Bunker  TTill, 
nine  miles  from  Johnston's  fortified 
camp  at  "Winchester — SanforcVs  di- 
vir>i«)n  moAnng  on  the  left  or  east  of 
the  otlier  two;  that  Pattei*son  visited 
him  (Sanford)  —  whose  pickets  were 
three  miles  friiiher  ahead— that  after- 
noon, after  the  amy  had  halted,  and 
complimented  him  on  his  comforta- 
ble location;  to  which  he  (S.)  respond- 
ed— "  Y(Tveomfortable,General;  but 


when  shall  we  move  on  to  which 
Patterson  replied — but  this  is  so  im- 
portant that  we  must  give  the  precise 
language  of  Gen.  I^tafofd's  sworn 
testimony: 

**  He  li««itat«d  a  moment  or  two,  and  then 

said:  'I  don't  know  yet  when  we  shall 
move.  And,  if  I  did,  I  would  not  tell  my 
own  fSiktber.'  I  thoaght  that  was  rather  a 
qneer  sort  of  sjieoch  to  make  to  tiie,  nnder 
the  cirruiustatico'^.  lint  I  smiled  and  said : 
'(ienerul,  I  nm  only  anxious  that  we  shall 
pet  forwunl.  that  tlic  enemy  shall  not  escape 
us.'  lie  re])lied :  "  There  is  no  danper  of 
that.  I  will  have  a  reeunnois-iUK  c  *<i-nior- 
row,  and  wo  wiil  arrange  about  uu> vlog  at  a 
very  early  period.*  He  then  took  hfa  leave. 

"  The  next  day,  there  was  a  rvronnoi^t'ianco 
on  the  Winchester  turnpike,  about  four  or 
five  miles  below  the  General^a  camp.  He 
sent  forward  a  m  '  tion  of  artillery  and  some 
cavalry,  and  tiiey  found  a  post  and  lop  fence 
arroHs  the  Winchester  turnpike,  and  some 
of  the  enemy's  cavalry  on  the  other  siile  of 
iL  They  pave  them  a  round  of  grape,  the 
cavalry  scattered  olf,  and  the  reoonnoimanoe 
returned.  That  waa  the  only  reconnoissanoe 
I  hoard  of  while  we  were  there.  My  own 
pickets  went  further  than  that.  But  it  waa 
understoodf  the  next  afternoon,  that  we  were 
to  march  forward  at  daylight  I  sent  down 
Col.  Murell,  with  40  men,  to  open  a  road 
down  to  OpeOTMi  ere^  within  five  miles 
of  the  camp  at  Winchester,  on  the  mde-roada 
I  was  upon,  which  would  cn.iMe  mo,  in  the 
course  of  three  hours,  to  get  between  John- 
ston and  the  Shenandoah  riTer«  and  effecto- 
ally  bar  his  way  to  Manassas.  I  had  my 
ammunition  all  distrilmted.  and  ordered  my 
men  to  have  24  hours'  rations  in  their  hav- 
ersacks, iii<K]>fndi^'nt  of  their  hreaktast.  Wo 
were  to  march  at  4  o'c  loek  the  next  morn- 
ing. I  had  this  road  to  the  Ope<juan  com- 
pleted that  night  I  liad  then  with  me,  in 
addition  to  my  eight  regiments,  amounting 
to  about  8.0f»(»  men  and  a  few  cavalry, 
Donbleday's  heavy  United  States  battery  of 
20  and  SO-poanders,  and  a  very  good  Rhode 
Island  battery.  And  I  was  willinp  to  talte 
the  risk,  whether  lien.  Patterson  followed 
me  tip  or  not  of  placing  myself  between 
.lohnston  and  the  Shenandoah  river,  rather 
than  let  .Iiiliuston  es<'a[>i'.  .\nd.  at  4  o*cli>ck, 
I  should  have  moved  o\  i  r  t  hat  road  for  that 
purpose.*,  if  I  had  had  no  tut  t  In  r  nrilers.  Hat| 
a  little  at'icr  12  o'clock  at  ni^iit  ,-luly  IGth— 
ITthi.  I  received  a  long  order  of  tlireo  pagee 
from  lien.  Patterson,  instructinp  mc  to  move 
on  to  CharUttoftii^  which  is  nearlyat  right  an- 
gles to  the  road  I  waa  going  to  move  on,  and 


'  Befeie  the  Jobt  Committee  of  Congress  on  the  Conduct  of  the  TTar. 
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tWiOtf-two  miles  from  Wincheater.  This 
waa  alitor  I  hnd  giwn  my  offd«r»  for  the 
Otber  uoTeinent. 

Qnmtion  by  the  Chairman:  [Senator 

Wade]  And  that  left  Johnston  free  I 

^^Atmeer:  Yes,  sir :  left  him  free  to  make 
Ills  mwp^  whksh  he  did.  «  •  • 

Qnentinn  :  In  what  direction  would 
Johnston  have  had  to  move  to  got  by  you  ? 

"  Ansteer :  Right  out  to  the  Shenandoah 
river,  which  ho  forded.  He  lound  out  from 
,  his  cavalry,  who  were  watchiiip  us,  that  we 
were  uctutUIj  leaving,  aiul  he  started  at  1 
o'clock  that  same  day,  with  8,000  men^ 
forded  the  Shenandoah  where  It  was  so  deep 
tiiat  lie  ordered  his  men  to  put  their  cart- 
ridge-boxee  on  their  bajoneta,  got  oat  on 
the  Leesbarg  road,  and  vent  down  to  Ifa* 
saMaH.  •  •  • 

Question  by  the  Chairman :  Did  Patter- 
ion  assign  any  reason  for  that  movement  ? 

"■^  A  nxrrrr :  I  w.i-;.  of  course,  very  indig- 
nant about  it,  and  so  were  all  ray  olhcerB 
and  men;  so  much  so  that  wlien,  aabee- 
qnently,  at  Harper's  Ferry,  Patterson  came 
by  my  camp,  tiiero  wan  a  universal  groan — 
against  all  discipline,  of  course,  and  we  sup- 
pressed it  aa  aoon  aa  poaaible.  Xiie  ezoose 
given  by  Gen.  Patteraoit  was  tlifs:  that  he 
had  received  intelligence  that  he  i mild  rely 
upon  that  Uen.  Johnston  had  been  roenlorci  d 
bjr  80,000  men  from  Manaeaaa,  and  waa  g<  m  n 
to  make  an  attack  upon  him;  and,  in  the 
<»der  which  I  received  that  night — a  long 
order  of  three  pages — I  was  ordered  to  dc- 
cupy  all  tlje  communicating  roads,  turning 
oflf  a  regiment  here,  and  two  or  three  regi- 
ments iJiera,  uid  a  battery  at  another  place, 
to  occupy  all  the  roads  from  Winchester  to 
the  neighborhood  of  Charlestown,  and  all 
the  cross-roads,  and  hold  them  all  that  day, 
.  nntii  Gen.  Patterson's  whole  army  went  by 
me  to  Oharleetown ;  and  I  sat  seven  honrs 
in  the  saddle  near  a  place  called  Sinithfield, 
while  Patterson,  with  his  whole  army,  went 
by  me  on  thdr  way  to  Oharkstown,  m  being 
apprehensive,  as  he  said,  of  an  attaok  from 
Johnston's  forces. 

**  Qusttion  dtf  Mr.  OeMl:  Yon  covered 
this  m<»vemcnt? 

A  timer :  Yes.  sir.  Now  the  statement 
that  he  made,  which  came  to  me  through 
Col.  Alicrcrombie,  wlio  was  Patterson's 
Lnither-in-law,  and  cominan«led  one  division 
in  that  army,  was  that  Johnston  had  been 
rePnforced;  and  Gen.  Fitz-John  Porter  re- 

f orted  the  same  thing  to  my  officers.  Gen. 
'ortor  was  then  tliochief  of  PatterMHi's  stalf, 
and  was  a  very  excellent  officer,  and  an  ac- 
complished soldier.  They  all  had  got  this 
story,  which  was  witliunt  the  sii^rhtest 
shadow  of  foundation ;  for  there  had  nut  a 
eingle  man  arrived  at  mm  eamp  eimee  we  had 
gotJkiU  in^bmatian  (Aaf  their  JhreeeeneiUed 


of  20,000  mem^  of  whom  1,800  were  sick 
with  the  measles.  The  story  w:vs.  however, 
that  they  had  ascertained,  by  i^liable  in- 
formation, -of  this  retaforoement.  Where 

they  got  their  information,  I  do  not  know. 
None  such  readied  me;  and  I  picked  up 
deserters  and  other  persons  to  get  all  tba 
information  T  could;  and  we  since  have 
learned,  as  a  matter  of  certainty,  that 
Jolmeton^s  force  never  did  exceed  80,000 
men  there,  lint  tlic  excuse  Patterson  gava 
was,  that  Johnston  had  been  reenforced 
by  20.CHI0  men  from  Manassas,  and  waa 
going  to  attack  him.  That  was  the  rea- 
son he  gave  then  for  this  movement.  But, 
in  this  paper  ho  has  lately  published,  he 
hints  at  another  reason— another  ezoosa 
— ^whioh  was  that  it  was  by  order  of  Oen. 
Scott.  N'dw,  I  know  that  the  porcinptorr 
order  of  Geo.  Scott  to  Gen.  Patterson,  re- 
peated over  and  ofer  again,  was  this— I  waa 
present  on  several  occasions  when  tele- 
graphic communications  went  from  Gen. 
Scott  to  Gen.  Pattosaon:  Gen.  Sco  t'sovden 
to  Gen.  Patterson  were  that,  if  lit;  were 
strong  enough,  he  was  to  attack  and  boat 
Johnston.     Bnt,  if  not,  then  he  was  to 

J lace  himself  in  such  a  ])osition  as  to  keep 
ohnston  employed,  and  jirevent  him  from 
making  a  junction  with  BennrcLnird  at  Ma- 
nassas. That  was  the  repeated  direction  of 
Gen.  Soott  to  Gen.  Patterson ;  and  it  was 
because  of  Patterson's  hi'situiicy.  !Uid  his 
hanging  back,  and  keeping  so  far  beyond 
the  reach  .of  Jblmston^s  oarap^  that  I  waa 
ordered  to  go  up  there  and  reen force  him, 
and  assist  him  in  any  operations  necessarj 
to  effect  that  object.  The  excuse  of  Gen. 
Patterson  now  is,  that  he  had  orders  from 
Gen.  Scott  to  move  to  Charlestown.  Now, 
that  is  not  so.  But  this  state  of  things  ex- 
isted :  Before  the  movement  was  made  from 
Martinslrarg,  Gen.  Pattenon  suggested  to 
(Jen.  Scott  that  Charlestown  wo  a 
better  base  of  operations  than  Martiusburg, 
and  snggested  that  he  had  bettor  move  on 
Charlestown,  and  thence  make  his  ap- 
projiches  to  Winchester;  that  it  would  be 
better  to  do  that  than  to  move  directly  to 
Winchester  tVoni  Martinsbnrg;  and  (Jen. 
Scott  wrote  back  to  say  that,  if  he  found 
that  movement  a  better  one,  he  was  at  lib- 
erty to  make  it.  But  Gen.  Patterson  had 
already  commenced  his  movement  on  Win- 
chester direct  from  Martiusburg,  and  had  got 
as  far  as  Bnnker  Hill ;  so  that  the  movement 
which  he  had  formerly  snggested,  to  Oharlee- 
town, was  suppressed  by  his  own  act.  But 
that  is  the  pretense  now  given  in  his  pub- 
lished speeeh  for  making  the  movement 
from  Bnnker  ITill  to  Charlestown,  wliich 
wa3  a  retreat,  instead  of  the  advance  which 
the  movement  to  Ohariastown  he  first  pro- 
posed to  G«n.  Boott  was  intandad  to  Iw.  *  * 
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"  Qtiettion  hy  t?is  Chairman :  T  have 
keard  it  saggest«d  that  ho  uudortook  to 
•xcoBe  thil  movement  on  the  grouiui  tliat 
the  time  of  many  of  his  troops  had  cxpirud, 
md  they  refuH*-(l  to  arcoinpany  liiin. 

^^Antieer:  That,  to  tuj  kuowledge,  is  uu- 
tme.  The  time  <^  none  of  them  had  ex- 
pired when  thi?^  iiiovonierit  was  made.  All 
the  troops  that  wcro  there  were  in  the  high- 
eat  condition  for  the  service.  These  three- 
months'  men,  it  may  be  well  to  state  to  you 
who  are  not  military  men,  were  superior  to 
any  other  yolunteer  troops  that  we  had,  in 
point  of  discipline.  They  were  the  dis- 
ciplined troops  of  the  country.  The  three- 
Months'  men  were  generally  the  organized 
troops  of  the  different  States— New-York, 
Pennsylvania,  ete.  We  had,  for  instanre, 
from  Patterson's  own  city,  Philadc'lphia,  one 
of  the  finest  regimente  in  the  service,  which 
was  tamed  over  to  me,  at  their  own  nqnest; 
and  the  must  of  my  regiments  were  disci- 

S lined  and  organized  troops.  They  were  all  in 
ne  condition,  anxious,  zealous,  and  earnest 
for  a  fight.  Thoy  thought  they  were  gointj 
to  attack  Johnston's  camp  at  Wiiu-heslcr. 
Although  I  had  soggested  to  Gen.  Patterson 
that  there  was  no  necessity  for  that,  the 
camp  being  admirably  fortified  with  many 
of  their  heavy  gtins  from  Norfolk,  I  pro- 
posed to  him  to  place  oorselves  between 
Johnston  and  the  Bnenandoah,  which  would 
have  I'ompellcd  him  to  fi^rht  us  thort',  <ir  to 
remain  in  his  camp,  either  of  which  would 
have  effiseted  Gm.  Beott*B  objeot  If  I  had 
got  into  a  fight,  it  wns  very  easy,  over  this 
roatl  I  had  just  been  opening,  for  Patterson 
to  have  roenforced  mo  and  to  have  come  up 
to  the  fight  in  time.  The  proposition  was 
to  place  ourselves  between  Johnston's  Ibrti- 
Hea  camp  and  the  Shenandoah,  where  his  for- 
tified camp  would  have  been  of  no  nse  to  him. 

*'  Quettion :  Even  if  yon  had  received  a 
cheek  there,  it  would  liave  prevented  his 
Jnnotion  with  the  forces  at  Manassas  ? 

^^  AnmMT :  Tes,  sir ;  t  would  have  risked  a 
battle  with  my  own  division  rather  than 
Johnston  should  have  escaped.  If  he  had 
attacked  me,  I  oould  have  taken  a  pontion 
where  I  could  have  held  it,  while  Patterson 
oould  have  fallen  upon  hhn  and  repulsed  him. 

Qufttion  hy  Mr.  (hhll :  Had  you  any 
inch  imderstandiii)?  with  I'r.tror-^otj  ? 

Aimiccr :  I  told  liiiii  1  wuuid  move  down 


•If  any  Unionist  is  curious  to  pco,  and  has 
the  patience  to  read,  all  the  oxcusca  wiiich  can 
be  tramped  up  for  Patterson^s  conduct  throng 
out  this  wrotche+1  husinoas,  ho  will  find  them 
emtKKlied  and  skillfully  marshaled  in  Mr.  Fitz 
John  Porter*s  testimooy  before  the  Jdnt  Oom* 
mitteo  [of  the  XXXVIIlh  Confrress]  on  the 
Conduct  of  the  War„  voL  iu  pp.  152-S9.  I  aee 


on  this  side-road  in  advance,  leaving  Gen. 
Patterson  to  sustain  me  if  I  got  into  a  fight. 
So,  on  the  other  hand,  if  ho  should  attack 
Patterson,  I  was  near  enough  to  foil  upon 
Johnston's  flank  and  to  .siipjiort  Patterson. 
By  using  this  communication  of  mine  to 
nass  Opeqoan  ereek — ^where,  I  had  informed 
Patterson,  T  had  already  pnslied  fnrwanl  my 
pickets,  [2U0  men  in  the  diny  and  40U  more  at 
night,]  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  bnming 
the  bridge — it  would  have  enabled  me  to 
get  between  Johnston  and  tlie  Shenandoah 
river.  On  the  morning  of  our  march  to 
Charlestown,  Stuart's  Cavalry,  which  fig- 
ured so  vigorously  at  Bull  Run,  was  upon 
my  flank  all  day.  They  were  apparently 
about  800  strong.  I  saw  them  constantly 
on  my  flank  for  a  number  of  miles.  I  could 
distinguish  them,  witli  my  plus-!,  with  jireut 
ease.  Finalhr,  they  came  within  about  a 
mile  of  the  one  of  mareh  I  was  pursuing; 
and  I  sent  a  battery  around  to  head  them 
oti^  and  the  12th  regiment  across  the  fields 
in  double-quick  time  to  take  them  in  the 
rear.  I  thought  I  had  got  them  hemmed 
in.  But  they  broke  down  the  fences,  and 
went  aerosa  ti&e  oountry  to  Winchester,  ai^ 
I  saw  nothing  more  of  tJiem.  They  were 
then  about  eight  miles  from  Winchester,  and 
must  have  got  there  in  the  course  of  a 
couple  of  hours.  That  day,  at  1  o'clock — 
as  was  ascertained  from  those  who  saw  him 
rrossiriir  tlio  Shenandoah — .Johnston  started 
from  Winchester  with  8,000  men,  forded  the 
Shenandoah,  and  got  to  Manassas  on  Friday 
ni  jht ;  and  his  second  in  command  started 
the  next  day  with  all  tlie  rest  of  the  avail- 
able troops — something  like  i),000  men; 
leaving  only  the  sioT<.  and  a  few  to  guard 
them,  in  the  tamp  at  Winchester — and  they 
arrived  at  the  battle-field  in  the  midst  of  the 
fight,  got  out  of  the  cars,  rushed  on  the 
battle-field,  and  turned  the  Scale.  I  have  no 
doubt  that,  if  we  had  intereeptwl  Johnston, 
as  we  ought  to  have  done^  the  battle  of  Bull 
Run  would  have  been  a  victory  for  us  in- 
stead of  a  defeat.  Johnston  wa-s,  undoubt- 
edly, the  ableet  general  thoy  had  iu  their 
army."* 

Patterson  remained  at  Cliarlesti  nrti, 
idle  and  useless,  until  tlie22d  ;  ^vile:l, 
learning  of  tlie  disaster  at  Bull  liun, 

nothing  therein  that  essentially  contradicts  Gon. 
Sanford's  tcsliuiouy,  or  is  calculated  to  relieve 
Gen.  Patterson  fWnn  the  grave  imputations  whic!i 
that  testimony  raitst  fix  in  tlio  breast  of  o very  ln\-.d 
American.  All  that  it  seems  to  establish  is  a  p<T- 
ftci  identity  of  principles,  sympathies,  and  pur- 
poses, between  Porter  and  Patterson,  with  s  rare 
skiU  in  framing  ezcoseewi  the  part  of  the  fiirmer. 
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he  fell  back  bastilj  to  Harper's 
Ferry  ;'*  wKere,  on  i£»  S5tli,  h»  mi 
gapeneded  by  Gen.     P.  Basis. 

The  momnent  of  the  XJnion  Grand 
Army,  commanded  in  the  field  by 
Gen.  Irwin  McDowell,  but  directed 
from  "Wasbinfjton  by  Licnt.  Gen. 
Scott,  commenced  on  Tuesday,  July 
16th.  Gen.  Tyler"*8  column,  in  tlio 
advance,  bivouacked  that  night  at 
Tienna,  four  and  a  half  milea  from 
Fairftz  Oonrt  Hoiue.  It  rested  next 
night  at  Germantown,  two  miles  be^ 
yond  Fairfax ;  and,  on  Thursday,  at 
9  o'clock  A-  M.,  pushed  on  to  and 
through  Centervillc,  tlie  Rebels  re- 
tiring (juiotly  before  it.  Three  miles 
beyond  that  village,  however,  the 
Bebels  were  found  strongly  posted  at 
Blaekbom'fl  ford,  on  Buu.  Bmr,  and, 
on  being  preseed,  flhawted  %ht.  This 
-was  at  li  o'clock  p.  m.  A  spirited 
conflict,  mainly  with  artillery,  re- 
sulted— the  Rebels  being  in  heavy 
force,  under  the  immediate  command 
of  Gen.  James  Longstreet.  The 
Unionists,  more  ex|>o3ed,  as  well  as 
outnumbered,  finally  drew  back,  leav- 
ing the  Bebel  position  intact.  The 
losses  were  nearly  equal :  88  on  onr 
side;  68  on  the  other.  Sherman's 
battaiy,  Oapt  Ayres,  did  most  of  the 
actaal  fighting,  supported  by  Col. 

■On tb«  di^ of  MeDowell'B  mSwrnem  to  Oen- 

terville.  and  of  tho  rnllisinn  at  Blacklnira'a  Ford, 
G«n.  Soott  tolegrapluxi  oominiauuugij  to  Patter- 
ton    fcllows : 

"  "^ASiris<rrov,  July  l?th,  1861. 
"  ICajor-Gbx.  PATTiiiaoN,  oU\ :  I  liavo  ccr- 
tainljr  bem  ozpeetlDg  700  to  beat  the  enemj-. 
If  not,  to  hear  tliat  yoo  have  felt  him  Btrouply. 
or.  at  least,  had  occupied  him  by  tlireata  and 
deim  iistratioii.«.    You  have  been  at  least  liis 

Suol,  and,  I  suppose,  suiM?rior,  iu  miinlters. 
U  bo  not  Btolen  a  marrli  and  sent  re»l-nforce- 
luoTitH  t'^>'.vard  Manaasaa  Junctioa?  A.  week  ia 
enough  to  win  »  victory.  *  • 

"WlKFIBLD  Soon." 

T^HtSa,  FKttOMiiTeq^oiidMleefiiUoira: 
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Richardson's  brigade^  oonsieting  of 
the  1st  llfABsadinsettB,  ISth  ISfew- 
Tork,and3danddd2£ioli]gan.  Be-  " 
garded  as  a  leeonnoissance  in  fbros^ 

the  attack  might  be  termed  a  succees ; 
since  the  result  demonstrated  that 

the  main  Kebel  army  was  in  position 
along;  the  wooded  valley  of  Bull  Run, 
half-wav  between  Centervillo  and 
Manassas  Junction,  and  purposed  to 
remain. 

Gen.  McDowell's  armj  was  moved 
np  to  and  oonoentrated  aromid  the 

ridge  on  which  Oenterville  is  situated 
during  the  18th  and  19th,  with  in- 
tent to  advance  and  attack  the  Reb- 
els, posted  along  Bull  Run  and  be- 
tween that  stream  and  Mana^as 
Junction,  on  Saturday,  the  20th; 
But  delay  was  encountered  in  the 
reception  of  adequate  snbsistenoe^ 
which  did  not  anive  till  Friday  night 
During  Saturday,  three  days^  rations 
were  distributed  and  is^^ued,  and 
every  preparation  made  for  moving 
punctually  at  2  o'clock  next  ranminer. 
Meantime,  Beauregard,  maintuiniiig 
an  absolute  quiet  and  inoti't'iisiveneas 
on  his  front,  and  fully  informed  by 
spies  and  traitors  of  every  movement 
between  him  and  Washington,  had 
hastily  gathered  ftmn  every  side  aU 
the  available  forces  of  the  Confede- 
racy, including  15,000,  or  nearly  the 

-  ClIARUBTOWN,  Julj  190k,  18S1. 

"CoL  E.  D.  T0WK8B.VD,  A.  A.  Q.,  etc:  Tele- 
gram of  to-day  received.  The  cnom_y  haa  stolen 
no  march  upon  mo.  I  h.nvi'  ko]  it  him  actively 
employed,  and,  by  throats  nnd  reconuoisaanoes 
in  force,  caused  him  to  be  reenfbroed.  I  have 
accomplished  more  iu  this  refipcct  than  the 
General-in-Chief  a»kcd,  or  could  well  bo  expect- 
cii,  in  the  faco  of  an  enemy  far  superior  in  num- 
bers, with  no  line  of  communication  to  pro- 
tect .  R  PATnOMM" 

At  tills  very  moment,  Patterson^jbieto  tiut  he 
had,  by  his  flank  march  to  Charlcstown,  com- 
pletely relieved  Johnston  from  all  apprehension 
of  attack  or  dlaturliaiwe^  and  left  Urn  fut^t/fy 
free  10  leenfimieBewgmgMd  with  Ua«alliiiaiaj. 
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full  strength,  of  Gen.  Johnston's 
Army  of  the  Shenandoah,  and  had 
decided  to  assume  the  offensive  and 
attack  our  forces  before  Gen.  Patter- 
son could  come  up  to  join  them. 
Had  our  adraiioe  Iwen  made  on  8a(- 
mdaj,  as  we  originally  intended,  it 
would  have  encount^«d  Imt  two- 
thirds  of  the  fonse  it  aotually  eom- 


bated ;  had  it  been  delayed  a  fow 
liours  longer,  we  should  have  stood 
on  the  defensive,  with  the  immense 
advantage  of  knowing  tlie  ground, 
and  of  choofiing  the  portions  where- 
on to  fight  Sndiazetheovwniling 
cawialtiee  and  &ta]itieB  of  war. 

BnU  Bun  is  a  deeent  mill<6tream, 
ibrdaUe,  in  Bommer,  at  intervals  of 


Mmmre 


MANASSAS  STATIOII 

 7^ 


half  a  mile  to  a  mile.  Its  immediate 
▼alley  is  generally  narrow  and  wood- 
ed, inclosed  by  bluft>,  neither  high 
nor  very  steep,  but  aii'onling  good 
posit iftn;^  for  planting  batteries  to 
coiiiniand  the  roads  on  the  opposite 
bide,  so  screened  by  woods  and  brush 
as  to  be  neither  seen  nor  sospected 
until  the  adyanoing  or  attacking  party 


■MTU  or  BtHX  acff. 

is  close  upon  them.  Tliis  fact  ex- 
plains and  justifies  Gen.  McDoweirs 
(or  Scott's)  order  of  battle.  This  was, 
briefly:  to  menace  the  Kebul  right 
by  tlie  advance  of  our  1st  division  on 
the  direct  road  from  Centres ille  to 
ManaBsaa  Jnnetion,  while  making  a 
more  aerions  demonstration  on  the 
road  running  due  west  from  Center- 
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TiDeto  Groveton  and  Warrenton,  and 
crcwsing  Bull  Run  by  the  Stone 
Bridge ;  while  the  real  or  main  attack 
was  to  be  made  hj  a  edamn  15,000 
itrong,  eomposedof  Hm  2d  (Hunter's) 
and  8d  (Hfflntaelman'a)  divkums, 
which,  starting  from  their  camps  a 
mile  or  two  east  and  southeast  of 
Centerville,  were  to  make  a  consider- 
able detour  to  the  riglit,  crossing  Cub 
Run,  and  then  Bull  Eun  at  a  ford 
known  as  Sudley  Spring,  three  miles 
above  the  Stone  Bridge,  thus  tmrning 
the  Bebel  left^  and  loUiag  it  np  on 
the  center,  where  it  wae  to  be  taken 
in  flank  by  our  1st  division  (Tyler's) 
crossing  the  Stone  Bridge  at  the  right 
moment,  and  completing  the  rout  of 
the  enemy.  The  5tb  division  (Milcs's) 
"was  held  in  reserve  at  Centerville, 
not  only  to  support  the  attacking 
colnmns^  bnt  to  guard  against  the  ob- 
Tions  peril  of  a  finrmidable  Bebd  ad^ 
yance  on  onr  left  aoroM  Blaekbom's 
Ford  to  Centerville,  flanking  onr 
flank  movement,  capturing  our  mu- 
nitions and  supplies,  and  cutting  off 
our  line  of  retreat.  The  4tb  divi.sion 
(RunyonV)  i^uarded  our  commuiiica- 
tiona  with  Alexandria  and  Arlington ; 
its  fttemost  regiment  being  about 
seven  miles  back  from  Centerville. 

The  movement  of  onr  army  was 
to  have  commenced  at  2^  o'clock  a. 
K.,  and  the  battle  should  have  been 
opened  at  all  i)ouits  at  G  a.  ^r.  ;  hut 
our  raw  troops  had  never  liom  brig- 
aded prior  to  this  advance,  and  luo.st 
of  their  officers  were  utterly  without 
experience;  so  ihat  there  was  a  delay 
of  two  or  three  honrs  in  the  flanking 
di^ons  readung  the  point  at  whi(£ 
the  battle  was  to  bogin.  Gen.  l^ler, 

**  Beauregard's  offldal  report  of  llw  Iwttlo, 
whic)i  was  dated  Manaraas,  August  26th,  (after 
Iw  bad  received  and  xead  aU  our  official  reportfli) 


in  front  of  Stone  Bridge,  opened  with 
his  artillery  at  6^  a.  m.,  eliciting  no 
reply;  and  it  was  three  hours  later 
when  Hunter's  advance^  nnder  OoL 
Bnniside,  crossed  at  Sndley  Spring; 
his  men,  thirsty  with  their  earfy 
march  that  hot  July  morning,  stop- 
ping as  they  crossed  to  drink  and  fill 
their  canteens.  Meantime,  every 
movement  of  our  forces  was  made 
manifest  to  Beauregard,  watching 
them  from  the  slope  two  or  three 
miles  west,  by  the  olonds  of  dost  that 
rose  ow  their  line  of  march ;  and 
regiment  after  regiment  was  hmried 
northward  bv  him  to  meet  the  immi- 
nent  shock.  Ko  strength  was  wasted 
by  him  upon,  and  scarcely  any  notice 
talcon  of,  our  feint  on  his  right ;  but, 
w}wn  Burnside's  brigade,  atler  cross- 
ing at  Sudley,  had  marched  a  mile 
or  so  through  woods  down  the  road 
on  the  ri^t  of  Boll  Bon,  and  oome 
out  into  a  dear  and  cultivated  oonn- 
try,  stretching  thence  over  a  mile  of 
rolling  fields  down  to  "Warrenton 
turnpike,  he  was  vigorously  opened 
upon  by  artillery  from  the  woods  in 
his  front,  and,  as  lie  pressed  on,  by 
inlautry  also.  Continuing  to  ad- 
vance, flghting,  followed  and  sap- 
ported  by  Hunter's  entire  dirision, 
wliich  was  soon  joined  on  its  left  by 
Ileintzdbnan's,  which  had  cH-ossed 
the  stream  a  little  later  and  furthw 
down,  our  attaekini;  cobiinn  reached 
and  crossed  the  \V  arrenton  road  from 
Centerville  by  the  Stone  Bridge,  giv- 
ing a  hand  to  Sherman ''s  brigade  of 
Tyler's  division,  and  all  bnt  cLBaring; 
ttds  road  of  the  Bebel  batfeeneeand 
regiments,  which  here  resisted  our 
efforts,"  imder  the  immediate  com- 

says  oTthe  state  oTfhtf  batOe  attllfi  tima: 

"  HeaTj  losses  had  now  been  ■uatnlmri  on  oar 
aide,  both  in  nnmbers  aadJa  Uie  psnoaal  woitk 
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inand  of  Gen.  Joseph  £.  Johnston. 
Here  Griffin's  battery,  which,  with 
Bickett'B,  had  done  the  most  effective 
fig'htirifr  tliroughout,  was  charged 
with  eliect  hj  a  liebel  regiment, 
whidi  WIS  enabled  to  approadh  it 
with  impunity  by  a  mistake  of  our 
offioen,  who  eappoaed  it  one  of  onr 
own.  Three  different  attacks  were 
repulsed  with  Blaoghter,  and  the  bat- 
tery remained  in  our  hands,  though 
all  its  horses  were  killed.  At  3 
p.  M.,  the  Rebels  had  been  driven 
a  mile  and  a  half,  and  were  nearly 
out  of  Bight,  abandoning  the  Wanen- 
ton  load  entirdj  to  our  victorions 
troops.  Qen.  Tyler,  on  bearing  the 
guns  of  Hunter  on  our  lig^t,  had 
pushed  Sherman's,  and  soon  after 
Keyes's,  brigade,  over  the  Run  to  as- 
sail the  enemy  in  his  front,  driving 
them  back  alter  a  severe  struggle, 
and  steadily  advancing  until  checked 
by  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery  from  bat- 
teries on  the  bights  above  the  road, 
supported  bj  a  brigade  of  Bebel 
infantry  strongly  posted  behind 
breastworks.  A  gallant  charge  by 
the  2d  Jilaine  and  8d  Connectieut 


temporarily  carried  the  buildings 
behind  which  the  Rebel  guns  were 
sheltered ;  but  the  breastworks  were 
too  strong,  and  our  men,  recoiling 
from  their  fire,  deflected  to  the  left, 
moving  down  the  Bon  under  the 
shelter  of  the  blu^  corering  the 
efforts  of  Captain's  Alexander's  pio- 
neers to  remove  the  heavy  abatis, 
whereby  the  Rebels  had  obstructed 
the  road  up  from  the  Stone  Bridge. 
This  had  at  length  been  effected;  and 
Schenck's  brigade  and  Ayres'  battery, 
of  Tyler's  division,  were  on  the  point 
of  crossing  the  Run  to  aid  in  comple> 
ting  our  triumph. 

But  the  BebelS)  at  frst  out-num- 
bered at  the  point  of  actual  collision, 
had  been  receiving  recnforcements 
nearly  all  day ;  and,  at  this  critical 
moment,  Gen.  Kirby  Smith,'*  who 
had  that  morning  left  Piedmont, 
fifteen  miles  distant,  with  the  remain- 
ing brigade  of  Gen.  Johnston's  armj^ 
appeared  on  the  field.  Cheer  after 
oheer  bunt  from  the  Behel  hosts,  but 
now  so  downcast,  as  this  timely  re- 
enforcement  rushed  to  the  front  of 
the  battle."   Smith  almost  instantly 


of  tho  slaiu.  Tlio  Sl)i  Georgia  rofriment  had 
suffered  heavily,  being  exposed,  an  it  took  and 
nuuDtaioed  its  positioa,  to  •  firo  from  the  enomj, 
alroady  postod  'vrithin  a  hundred  yards  of  their 
fVont  and  rij,l»t,  pheltortMl  by  fences  and  other 
cover.  It  \\  as  nl  thin  timo  that  Lieut.  CoL  (Jard- 
ncr  wn8  severely  wounded,  as  also  several  other 
rahiablo  olBoera;  the  Adjutant  of  the  regiment, 
Lieut  Branch,  WM  killed,  and  the  horse  of  the 
regretted  Bartow  was  shot  under  him.  Tho  4th 
Alabama  also  sufTorod  Rovorely  from  tho  deiully 
fire  of  the  thousands  of  muskets  which  thoy  so 
dauntleasly  fronted,  imder  the  immediate  leader- 
ship of  Bee  himaelt  Its  brave  Ck)looel,  K.  J. 
Jones,  was  daugenmdj  wounded,  and  numy  gal- 
lant officers  fell,  slain  or  ojmhaL 

"Now,  howfver,  with  tho  surging  mass  of 
over  U.OiM)  Federal  infantry  pressing  on  their 
front,  and  under  the  inceesaot  fire  at  least 
tw«ntf  pieces  of  artillery,  with  the  flresh  brig- 
nioi  "f  Sherman  and  Kcyes  approachiagi— the 
latter  already  in  musket— range— our  lines  gSTe 
back,  but  under  orders  flrom  Qen.  Bee. 
"  The  eneoajr,  maintslning  their  flre^  pressed 
swdling  mssssi  onward  s 


hattaHons  retired:  tho  slaughter  for  the  moment 
was  deplorable,  and  has  tilled  many  a  Southern 
home  with  life-long  sorrow. 

"Under  this  inexorable  stress,  the  retreat 
continued  until  arrested  by  the  energy  and  rfMO- 
luiitiii  of  Con.  Boo,  supported  by  Bartow  and 
Evans,  just  in  the  roar  of  tho  Robinson  House^ 
and  Ilanipton's  Legion,  which  had  been  tinadj 
advanced,  and  was  in  position  near  it. 

"  Imbodon's  battery,  which  had  been  handled 
with  marked  skill,  V>nt  wlio^o  mon  were  almost 
exliauitod,  and  the  two  pieces  of  \\  altoii's  bat- 
tery, under  Lieut.  Richardson,  being  tlireutened 
by  the  enemy's  infimtiy  on  tibe  left  and  firont» 
were  also  obliged  to  (Ul  bade.  Imboden,  toavinfr 
a  di.4ablcd  piece  on  the  pround.  rotircd  until  ha 
met  Jaekson's  brigade,  while  iiichardson  joined 
tho  main  bod7of  his  batts^near  fh»  LasvU 
Uou.se." 

"  A  Connecticut  traitor. 
"fSksJMdWiwiMl/MqNiAAor  Aogosi  Isthssft 

spirited  account  cf  the  battle,  by  an  Gvc-witnoBS, 
writing  at  Maoasaas  Junction,  Jul/  22di  £ram 
whidi  we  eitnot  tht  MowiD;: 
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fell  from  his  hone,  wounded;  but 
the  oommaad  of  hii  bnigade  wm 
promptly  aasnmed  by  Ool.  Aniold 

Elzey,"  who  pressed  forward,  backed 
by  the  whole  roiissured  and  exultant 
Tlcbcl  host,  who  felt  that  the  (lay 
wiis  won.  Our  soldiers,  who  had 
been  tliirteen  hours  marching  and 
fighting,  weary,  liungry,  thirsty,  con- 
tinually encountering  fresh  Bebel 
regiments^  and  nerer  aeemg  eren  a 
eompaay  hurrying  to  their  awn  tap- 
port,  became  suddenly  dismayed  and 

"  Between  2  and  3  o'clock.  Urpo  numbers  of 
men  were  leaving  the  field,  somo  of  them 
wounded,  others  exhuusted  by  the  long  struggle, 
who  gBTe  OB  gloomy  reports ;  but,  aa  the  firing  on 
both  ndes  ooatiniMd  steadily,  we  felt  sure  tliat 
our  brave  Southemeni  hnd  not  been  conquered 
by  tiie  ovoru  helming  ImrdoB  of  the  North.  It 
is,  however,  due  to  truth  to  say  that  the  result 
«t  this  hour  hung  trembling  in  the  balance.  Wo 
had  lost  tttUDbers  of  oar  most  distinguished  offi> 
oerSL  Gkms.  Bartow  and  Bee  had  been  stricken 
down;  Lieut.  Col.  Johnson^  of  tlie  Hampton 
Legion,  had  been  killed;  GoL  Hampton  had 
beeii  wounded.  Bat  tbere  was  at  Mad  the  fear- 
less Qeneral  whose  repotatiMi  as  •oommaader 
was  stalced  on  this  battle:  Oen.  Beauregard 
promptly  offered  to  lead  the  Hampton  lA-pion 
into  action,  which  he  executed  iu  a  style  un- 
■Btpassed  and  unsurpassableu  Gen.  Beauregard 
nda  imaad  down  our  lines^  betweeo  th«  enemy 
•ad  hto  own  men.  regardless  of  the  heavy  fire, 
dwering  and  cncourapiug  our  troops.  About 
this  time,  a  shell  struck  his  horse,  taking  his 
head  ofl^  and  lulling  the  horses  of  his  Aids, 
Messrs.  Feigosoa  and  ilayward.  Gen.  Beau- 
regard's A!u  deserve  honorable  mention,  par- 
ticularly those  just  named,  and  Cols.  W.  Porcher 
Mile--^,  .lames  Chestnut,  John  L.  Miinning,  and  A. 
R.  Chisholm.  Gen.  Johnston  .iNo  thrt-w  liirn- 
aelf  into  the  tliidtest  of  the  fight,  seizing  the 
eotors  at  m  Georgia  regiment,  and  rallying  them 
to  the  charpe.  His  stnfT  signalized  themselves 
by  their  intrt-pidity,  Col.  Thomas  being  killed 
and  Major  Ma.v)n  wounded. 

"Your  oorrespondent  heard  Gen.  Johnston 
ezchdm  to  Gen.  Oooke^  just  at  the  critical  mo- 
ment, '  Oh,  for  four  regimental'  His  wish  was 
answered;  for  in  the  distance  our  rcenforoemonts 
appeared.  T!i"  tid<'  of  b  itllo  was  turned  in  our 
favor  by  the  arrival  of  Gen.  Kirby  Smith,  from 
lyinchoster,  with  4.000  men  of  Gen.  Johnsf  n  a 
division.  Gen.  Smith  heard,  while  on  the  Ma- 
nassas n^lroad  cars,  the  roar  of  batOe.  He 
stopped  tho  train,  and  hurried  his  troops  across 
the  fields  to  the  point  just  where  ho  was  most 
needed.  Tbsjwere  at  first  snppoeed  to  be  the 
enemy,  their  arrival  at  that  wait  of  the  fiel<l 
being  entiielj  unexpeoted.  Tt»  enemy  fell 
bMky  and  ft  panio  MiMd  llm   €bMr  after 


panioctrfokni.  Ebej'sandEarly's" 
fresh  battafions  fiUed  the  woods  <m 
ihdr  right,  eztendiiig  rapidly  toward 
its  rear,  firing  on  them  from  under 
cover,  and  seeming,  by  their  shots  and 
cries,  to  be  innumerable.  Two  or 
three  of  our  regiments  recoiled,  and 
then  broke,  rushing  down  to  the  Kun. 
Jeilerson  Davis,  who  had  left  Rich- 
mond at  6  A.  M.,  reached  the  Junction 
at  4^  and  galloped  to  the  battle«field 
just  in  time,  it  was  said,  to  witness 
the  advance  of  his  cavalry,  1,500 

dieer  flraas  oar  aisa  went  api  and  m  kanr  the 
battle  had  been  won.** 

77k  LouisviUe  Courier,  a  thoroughly  iv?ce';3ion 
sheet,  had  an  account  from  its  correspondent, 
'*8e  De  Kay,"  who  was  an  offlosr  In  1h»  Ken- 
tucky battalion  attached  to  Gen.  JohneliMfa 
army,  which  reached  the  battle-field  among  the 
last,  and  who,  writing  from  Manassas,  Monday, 
July  SSd,  after  stating  fhat  Beanregard  had 
been  drivMi  two  miles,  8a\-s : 

"The  fortunes  of  tho  di^  were  evidently 
against  us.   Some  of  our  best  odloen  had  basn 

sUin,  and  the  flower  of  our  anny  lay  strewn 

upon  tho  field,  ghastly  in  death  or  gaping  witfl 
\MmK<l.i.  At  ni>nn,  tho  i-annonading  is  described 
as  lerrilia  It  was  an  incessant  roar  for  more 
than  two  hours,  tlie  havoc  and  devastation  at 
this  time  being  fearful.  McDotod^  vrith  the  aid 
of  Pattrrstm's  division  of  20,000  men,  had  nearly 
outflanked  ua,  ami  they  xcm  j^tsl  in  thr.  act  of  pos- 
seasing  themselvct  of  the  railtcay  to  JiichmomL 
T?um  iUl  iouuU  kma  been  b$L  Bui,  moat  oppoT' 
tunely — /  may  soy  pravidentiaUy^-at  thisjumidtm, 
Gen.  Johnston,  wUh  tha  remnant  of  hit  Avisioi^— 
OUT  army,  as  xoe  family  cnll  it,  forte:  hair  tM-'-n 
friemis  an/i  brot/iers  in  camp  and  field  fur  three 
months — reappeared  and  made  oas  other  desjttrnte 
strwjyle  io  obtain  the  vanlag^-ground.  Blsey's 
brigade  of  Marylsnden  and  Virginiam  led  Um 
diarge;  and  right  BMulfliUj  did usjenoaita  the 
work." 

'*  A  Marjlandcr  who  did  not  '  go  with  his  State.' 

'*  Beauregard's  report  of  the  battle  says: 

"GbL  Bsrly,  who,  by  soue  ndsehaaoe,  did  nel 
receive  orders  until  2  o'clwk,  which  had  been 
sent  liim  at  noon,  came  on  tho  ground  immedi- 
ately after  Ebey,  With  Kemper's  7th  Virginij^ 
Uay's  Tth  Louirian%  and  Barksd&le's  l  Uh  Mis* 
slasippi  regiments.  TVs  brigade,  by  the  persoosl 
direction  of  Gen.  Johnston,  w.is  marrhcd  by  tha 
Ilolkham  house,  across  tho  fields  to  the  left, 
entirely  around  the  woods  through  which  SUzey 
had  passed,  and  onder  a  severe  flre^  into  a  po- 
sition hi  Ibie  of  bstOa  near  Gfaian's  hoose^  CQi> 
flaoldnf  tiia  coaiBu^i  ligbt** 
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strong,  vndor  JMat  06L  Stoart^  on 
ihe  heels  of  our  flying  tnx^.  He 
telegraphed  that  id^^t  to  hie  Oon- 
greoB  aa  follow : 

"  Manabsas  JtTKCTioN,  Snnday  night. 

"Ni^t  hM»  doted  upon  a  hard-fowbt 
field.  .Our  foroee  were  Tiotoriooe.  The 
enoinr  was  routed,  and  fled  prccipitatelj, 
Abendoning  a  large  MnooDt  of  arms,  ammo- 
nition,  knapeaeks,  and  baggage.  The  ground 
was  Btrowi'd  f  ir  milo^i  with  those  killed,  and 
the  funii  housofl  and  the  ground  oroand  were 
filled  with  wounded. 

"  Pursuit  was  continaed  along  neveral 
routes,  toward  Leesburg  and  Oontorville, 
until  darkness  covered  the  fugittves.  We 
have  captured  several  field-batteries,  stands 
of  arms,  and  Union  and  State  flags.  Many 
prisoners  have  been  taken.  Too  high  prai-nu 
oanoot  be  bestowed,  whether  for  the  skill 
of  th6  principal  officers,  or  ibr  the  gnOantry 
of  all  our  troops.  The  battle  was  mainly 
fought  on  our  left.  Our  force  was  15,000 ; 
that  of  the  vumj  eatbnated  at  86,000. 

JanxBsoir  DxnaJ* 

Had  BaTiB  been  aware  of  the  utter 

demoralization  of  our  soldierB  bv 
})anic,  he  would  doubtless  have  had 
ihem  pursued,  not  only  toward  Cen- 
ti  rville,  but,  if  possible,  into  and  be- 
yond it  :  and  he  would  not  have 
needed  bo  grossly  to  uuderstate  the 
strength  of  hia  wmj  in  order  to 
magnify  hia  yiotoiy. 
Before  8  p.  iL,tliiBro  bad  been  fitfid 


'*  Beauregard  says,  in  bis  official  report,  that 
he  esnt  oidmsto  Geo.  Swell,  holding  his  ex- 
treme right  at  tho  Union  Mills  ford,  next  south 
of  Blaokbura's  (on  Bull  &un),  to  advance  and 
attaok;  and  tiistdiBj did  advance  a  mile  toward 
Centerville  on  flie  TTnion  Mills  rood,  but  retreated 
•gain  "  under  a  sharp  firo  of  artillery,  in  oonse- 
quence  of  the  miscarriage  of  ordors," 

"  Oen.  Joiinston,  who  had  joined  Beauregard, 
at  Winchester  on  dw  SOth,  was  the  ranking  offi- 
cer, and  entitlod  to  command:  but,  aflor  listeuiug 
to  Beauregard's  plans,  promptlj  acceded  to  them, 
and  ^leded  hfan  to  oarrj  them  Into  exeoutloQ. 
A"  T>ari3  himself  fioallj  arrived  on  tlio  ficM,  tho 
Bebel  army  may  be  said  to  have  had  three  c»m- 
■andera^n-eUef  dnrlof  the  eooie  of  tiie  battle. 

A  correapoudent  of  Tht  Uma  For*  IHtane, 
who  witnessed  and  desoribed  the  bottle  and  th» 
llii^t,  sajrs: 


cannonading  and  ddmuahing,  bat  no 
Beriona  engageBient,  on  oar  left.** 
Baty  when  our  defeat  on  the  right 
became  manifest,  Gen.  Johnston '* 
again  ordered  Ewell  to  advance  and 
attack ;  which  he  did,  but  was  re- 
ceived by  the  2d  brigade,  Col.  T.  A. 
Davis,  with  so  rapid  and  spirited  a 
fire  of  grape  and  caniater  that  be 
prccii>itately  fetnated.  There  were 
Btili  ipore  dian  three  boon  of  good 
daylight  when  the  Bebels  saw  oar 
routed  right  rushing  madly  from  the 
field,"  like  frightened  sheep,  yet  their 
pursuit  amounted  to  nothing.  Tlioy 
came  across  Bull  Kun,  preceded  by 
tlieir  cavalry,  and  seem  to  liavc  taken 
a  deUberate,  though  rather  distant, 
sorvej  <^  tbe  5tli  diviaion,  drawn  ap 
in  good  Older  ahmg  the  dope  west  ii 
Centerville^  and  eagerly  expecting 
their  advance.  But  they  appear  to 
have  been  aware  that  their  victory 
was  a  lucky  accident,  and  they  did 
not  choose  to  submit  its  j)restige  to 
tho  chances  of  another  fray.  Having 
gratihed  their  thirst  for  knowledge, 
oonsiderabljoat  of  moAetebot,  they 
zetomed  to  dieir  prerioaa  biding^ 
plaoes  in  ihe  woods  slriTtang  Ball 

"  N'otwithstanding  all  that  I  had  seen,  it 
seemed  iocrodiblo  tliat  our  whole  army  should 
melt  awaj  in  a  night;  and  ao  I  remained  at 
Oentervfll*.  trusting  that,  bj  the  morning,  a  sort 

of  reorgaaization  would  have  taken  j)lacc,  and 
that  our  front  would  still  oppt^se  the  eiicmr. 
At  7  X.  M.,  I  started  toward  the  battle-fiela; 
and,  OQ  reaching  a  oonstderable  aoclivitjTt  was 
amased  to  find  that  no  vest^  of  onr  troops  re- 
riaitit'il.  cx'-eptiiig  a  ffonre  or  two  of  straggling 
f'u^iuvos,  who  fullnwcil  the  tracks  of  those  who 
had  gtHio  botoro.  WhiU-  returning  to  Centerville, 
a  group  of  Rebel  cavalry  passed,  who  looked 
inquiringlj,  but  did  not  question.  Their  conver- 
sation tumod  upon  the  chantx'S  of  cuttinfj  off  tho 
rotreut  ot  Fairfax  Court  House.  After  feck iiif^ 
Mr.  Waud,  an  artist  from  New  Turk,  who  also 
lingered,  I  went  straight  to  Fairfax.  As  wo 
passsd  we  church  used  as  a  hospital,  the  doctors 
came  out,  and,  finding  what  wom  the  condition 
of  affair!*,  walked  rapidly  away.  I  do  not  wish 
to  suy  that  tin  y  dosi  rtod  the  wounded.  'SbMf 

may  havo  returooU,  for  aught  I  know." 
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Rnn.  During  the  fore  part  of  the 
iH<j:ht,  some  of  our  men,  who  had  not 
been  stampcdod,  went  down  toward 
the  battle-field  and  brought  away 
one  or  two  guns,  which  had  been 
abandoned  in  the  flight,  bnt  not  cap- 
tured by  the  enemy.  Onr  6tli  di- 
Tision,  oonstttnting  the  reaerre^  now 
become  the  rear-guard,  of  our  armv, 
remained  in  position  until  after  mid- 
night ;  when,  under  peremptory  orders 
from  Gen.  McDowell,  it  commenced 
its  deliberate  retreat  to  the  environs 
of  Washington." 


Gen.  McDowell  reports  our  losses 
in  this  engagciiiotit  iit  481  Jviliod  and 
1,011  wounded,  but  says  nothing  of 
how  many  wounded  or  others  were 
taken  prisoners."  Gen.  Beauregard 
reports  the  Sebel  loss  at  269  killed 
and  1,588  wonnded;"  In  all,  1,853; 
saying  nothing  of  any  loss  in  j^rison- 
ers,  of  whom  two  or  three  hundred 
were  taken  by  our  soldiers  in  the 
early  part  of  the  battle,  and  duly  for- 
warded to  Wasliin«rti)n.  lie  savs  he 
had  sent  1,40U  wounded  and  other 
prisoners  to  Richmond,  and  estimates 


**  Bonuro^ard,  in  his  official  report,  tbiu 
lamely  explains  thia  modesty  : 

**Barl7*8brigade,nieanwbile,  joined  by  the  10th 
Vinirinia  r^inwDt,  liaat  Col.StraBge,of  Oocko's 
Imgade,  piiraaad  the  now  penfe-etridcen,  fugitive 
enomr-  Stuart,  with  his  ouvalry,  an'i  Beckham, 
had&lso  taken  up  the  pur^^uil  alonj;  mad  by 
which  the  enemy  had  como  upon  the  ticM  tliat 
nonUiig;  but,  soon  encumbered  bj  priaoaera, 
■who  thronged  his  way,  the  fbrmer  was  imablo 
to  att.ick  the  mass  of  the  f:Lst-rteeing,  frantic 
Fcnk'niiists.  Withers' s,  R.  J.  Preston's,  Cash's, 
and  Kersliaw'H  regiments,  Hampton's  Loirion 
and  Kem^r'a  battery,  also  puraued  along  the 
Warrenton  road  by  the  Stone  Brtdge,  the  enemy 
ha%'ing  opportuiicly  o!)c;i"rl  a  way  for  them 
through  tho  liertvy  abatui  wliicU  niy  troops  had 
ni.ulo  on  tlio  west  pi'io  of  tho  bridge,  neverul 
daya  before.  But  this  pttrsuit  tetxa  toon  recaUed, 
in  ertwegtieaoe  of  a  faJbe  r^)ort,  which  wnfortur 
natd'j  retched  us,  that  the  enemy's  reatrves.  known 
to  be  fresh  and  of  considerable  strength,  wen  Uireat- 
mring  the  pxition  tf  Unkm  MiUs  Furd." 

"TliL'  impression  that  tho  Rebels,  had  they 
pursued,  might  have  captured  or  dispersed  our 
llyfaig  (broee,  is  unrastained  by  Iketa.  For  be« 
tween  the  panic-stricken  fugitives  atid  the  vic- 
tora  were  not  mert:ly  tho  reserve  (utb)  di- 
riaioo,  which  remained  in  position,  and  had 
not  flred  a  shot,  but  tho  1st  (Tyler's)  division 
forming  our  left,  which  had  suffered  little  loss, 
bat  had  signally  repulsed  the  demonstration 
IMUle  upon  it  at  the  dose  of  the  flght ;  while  the 
bettor  portion  of  our  beaten  riglit  and  center, 
including  tho  regular  infantry  and  cavalry,  still 
stood  its  gnrand  and  sternly  fiMsed  die  fbe. 
Mnj.  Barry,  our  CluLf  of  Arti!I<  ry  in  tlie  battle, 
in  bia  ol&cial  report,  after  noticing  tho  loss  of 
ten  of  his  gnns  at  the  dose,  through  the  flight  of 
thsir  supportiug  infantry,  says : 

**Th«  sfsnr  having  retired  upon  Centerrille, 
I  was  ordered  by  Oen.  UcDoweii  in  person,  to 
post  the  artiilorv  in  po-itinn  to  ruver  the  retreat. 

"The  batteries  of  Hunt,  Ayres,  TidbaU,  Bd> 
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warda,  Qreeo,  and  the  New-Toric  8th  regin  ^ 

(the  latter  served  l>y  volunteers  fVom  WlkoK*s 

hriffado,)  20  pieces  in  all,  were  at  once  piaoed  in 
position ;  and  thus  retnained  until  LS  o'dodc 
p.  M.,  when,  orders  having  been  reosived  to  re> 
tire  upon  the  Potomac,  the  batterieB  were  put 
in  nurcii,  and,  ooverM  by  fUehardsoD^s  brigade, 
retired  in  good  order  and  without  haste,  and, 
early  next  morning,  reoccupied  their  former 
camps  on  the  Potomac." 

Col.  J.  B.  Ricliardson,  commanding  the  4th 
brigade  of  Tyler's  division,  remained  unmolested 
in  poeitioB  one  mile  tn  sdnoioeor  Oeiiterville,  ob 
the  Blackburn's  Ford  roud,  Until  2  A.  M.  of  Mon- 
day; then  retreated,  per  order,  through  Center* 
viDetoFairfrx  and  Arlington,  entirely  ui 

«  Among  onr  killed  were  OoL  Ja 

ron,  brother  of  tho  Secretary  of  War— of  the  190x 
New  Tork  (Highlanders);  Col.  R!o(>um.  and 
M^jor  Ballou,  of  the  2d  Rhode  Islaud ;  and  Lieut 
CoL  Bafguty,  of  the  6Mi  New  Tork.  Amoi« 
our  wounded  wt-ro  Hen  I'  lvid  Hunter  and  Gen. 
S.  P.  Heiutzelman — (X>mmaudiug  diviaiona ;  CoL 
Oliver  B.  Wikiox,  of  MidilgaB;  OoL  Oiknan 
Marston,  of  the  Ist  New  Hampshire;  Col.  A.  M. 
Wood,  of  the  14th  New  l^ork;  CoL  IL  W. 
Sloenm,  of  the  2Tth  New  Toric;  and  OoL  N.  L 
Famham,  of  the  11  th  New  York  (Fire  Zaoamm). 
CoL  Wilcox  was  also  taken  prisoner,  as  well  as 
CoL  Micliael  Coroorao,  of  the  G9th  Kew  York 
(Iriah),  and  H4  James  J>.  Fitter,  of  the  Mth 
New  York — both  sliglitly  wounded. 

"  ".Se  Do  Kay,"  a  Re  1x1  officer,  writing  to 
The  LouisviUe  Courier  from  Manassas  Junction, 
on  the  SSd,  ssys: 

"Our  loss  w  fully  two  thousand  kilted  and 
vonnded.  Among  tho  killed  are  Gen.  Bee,  of 
South  Carolina;  Gen.  E.  K.  Smith,  [a  mistake]. 
Uen.  Bartow,  of  Georgia;  CoL  Moore  and  aill 
tlie  Alabama  Held  ofBoers;  OoL  Flshor  and  the 

North  r.in.lina  field  otric.  :-^;  .\dit  Pr  inch,  of 
Cleorgia,  and  a  host  of  other  iuuduii;  mcu.  ' 
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[five  weeks  after  the  figbt]  that  the 
THimbor  ifiay  bo  increased  to  1,000. 
That  is  certainly  a  very  lean  e.xhibit 
of  priisoners  ad  the  fruit  of  so  de- 
cisive a  victory ;  but  the  fleetness  of 
our  soldiers  Is  to  lie  taken  Into  the 
account.  lie  guesses  that  onr  losses 
will  amount  to  4,500  in  kflled,  wound- 
ed, and  ^riaonen^  and  adds : 

**The  ordnanee  and  rappHes  eaptared  in- 

clode  gnme  28 "  fiiM-piocos  of  the  best 
character  of  armA,"  with  over  100  ronnds 
of  ammQiiition  for  eifch  gnn,  37  caissons,  6 
forpos,  4  battery-wap^ons,  64  artillery  horsesi, 
coiuplotoly  cMjuipped,  500,000  roundsof  sniull- 
•rms  ammnnition,  4,500  sets  of  aeconter- 
monts,  over  5o0  muskets,  some  9  regimental 
and  ^'urrisoii  tlups,  with  a  hirge  number  of 

1)ist(ils.  kiia{)s.'icks,  swords,  canteens,  ]»lan- 
iets,  a  lar^o  store  of  axea  and  intrencldn^ 
tools,  wagons,  ambolaaoea,  borsea,  oainp  and 
garrison  u<iui(>a0e,  boepiUd  stOKMi,  and  aome 
aabsistence." 

At  7  A.  M.,  of  Monday,  the  22d,  the 
last  (if  our  stragglers  and  wounded 
left  Contcrvillc,  which  a  Tlebel  cav- 
alry force  was  about  to  enter.  But 


there  was  no  pursuit,  and  no  loss  on 
our  part  after  the  battle,  but  of  ^vllat 
our  men  tlirew  awaj.  Beauregard 
explains  his  failure  to  pursue,  after 

our  discoinHtiire,  as  follows: 

An  anuj  which  had  fought  like  ours  on 
tliat  day,  againat  uncommon  odda,  under  a 
July  sun,  most  of  the  time  withont  water 
and  without  foud,  except  a  hastily  snatched 
meal  at  dawn,  was  not  in  condition  for  the 
toil  of  an  entrer.  otRctivc  pursnitof  an  enemy 
immediately  after  thu  battle. 

"On  the  following  day,  an  nnnanallr 
heavy  &nd  nnintermitting  faU  of  rain  inter- 
vened to  obstruct  our  advance,  with  reason- 
able prospect  of  fruitful  results.  Added  to 
thia,  the  want  of  a  oavaliy  force  of  auffioient 
numbera  made  aa  efficient  pannit  a  miUlary 
impoaribility." 

The  forces  aetaally  engaged  in  this 
celebrated  battle,  ao  deciaiTe  in  its 
results  and  so  important  in  its  conse* 
quences,  were  probably  not  far  from 

25,000  on  either  side ; "  while  the  com- 
batants actually  on  the  battle-field,  or 
so  near  it  as  to  l)e  ])ractieally  at  the 
disposal  of  tlie  respective  couimand- 


•*  Our  reports  admit  a  lo«<?  of  17  gtra,s;  other 
accounts  moke  it  22.  Beauregard,  writing  on 
the  96th  of  Aogaat,  ahoald  have  bean  aide  to 
atatc  the  exact  nuinV>cr.  Hia  atatement  of  tlie 
number  of  muskets  taken  at  "over  600,"  in- 
cluding all  thoae  dropped  by  oiir  dead  and 
wounded,  provea  that  the  atorics  told  by  cxd- 
tod  corrpspondents  nnd  otlier  fntritivcs,  of  our 
men  throwing  away  cver^'tlung  that  could  im- 
pede their  flighty  wm  groaa  enggeraHona. 

•*  Qen.  Ilointzclman,  in  his  official  report  of 
the  battle,  givfa^  an  aooount  of  hia  retieat  by 
the  circultoaa  road  en  wbkh  he  had  advanced, 
aays: 

••Having  every  rcjison  to  fear  a  viporoua  pur- 
suit from  tlio  enemy's  fresh  troops,  1  was  (Ic.-ii- 
xoua  of  forming  a  strong  rear*guard;  but  neither 
the  ellbfts  of  the  offieere  of  the  regular  army,  nor 
the  coolness  of  the  repular  troops  with  me.  could 
induce  tficin  to  form  n  single  eonipnny.  Wo  re- 
lied <  ntiroly  for  our  protection  on  one  pcotion  of 
artillery  aiid  a  few  oompaoies  of  cavaliy.  Most 
of  the  road  waa  flivDrable  for  intotty.  but  nnfli> 
vorable  for  ciwiilry  ivnl  arfillery.  About  dusk, 
as  we  ap|>roa<  h<  d  the  Warrenion  turnpike,  we 
bvTinl  a  liriiii:  d"  ri:li-il  rannrm  on  our  right,  and 
learned  that  the  enemy  liad  established  a  battery 
enflladiwg  the  road.  Capt  Amolil^  with  hia  aec- 


tion  of  artillery,  attempted  to  nm  the  gauntlet 
and  reaeli  the  bridge  over  Cub  Ruu,  about  two 
miles  from  Ccuterville,  \nit  fonnd  it  obstructed 
with  broken  vehicles,  and  was  compelled  to 
ahandon  his  piecee,  as  they  were  under  the  flie 
of  theee  rifled  cannon.  The  cavalry  turned  to 
the  left,  and,  after  passing  tlirouph  a  strip  of 
wotnis  ami  some  fiel  ls.  sir\i(  k  n  road  whii  h  led 
tliem  to  some  camps  occupied  by  our  troope  in 
the  morning,  throng  which  we  gained  the  turn- 
pike.  At  about  8  p.  ii.,  we  reached  the  camps 
wo  had  occupied  in  the  morning.  Had  a  brigade 
from  tliij  reserve  ailvMiM'eii  ;i  li  rt  dihtancc  be- 
yond CenterviUe,  nearly  one -third  of  the  artil- 
lery lost  might  have  been  saved,  aa  it  was  abaa- 
doned  at  or  near  this  crossing." 

Those  wore  the  only  guna  loet  by  us,  save 
thoae  abandoned  Air  want  of  hoiaeo,  on  the  iB»> 
mo<fiito  field  of  oonfllot 

PolLird,  in  his  "  Southern  ITistory,''  says: 
"  Our  effective  force  of  all  arms  ready  for  action 
on  die  field,  on  tlie  erentftd  morning,  waa  leae 

tlian  30,000  men." 

Thia  was  l>efore  the  arrival  of  that  portion  of 
.Totmston's  army  led  to  the  field  by  Kiii>y  Smith, 
n  nl  :ii  ti  rward  Commanded  by  Ehscy,  or  the  brig- 
a  le  of  Early — to  Pay  nothing  of  the  recnforco- 
ments  that  were  received  during  the  day  from 
the  dtfeotlon  of  BiQhflHwL 
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era,  were,  on  either  ndeynot  &r  from 
85,000.  But  the  Bebeb,  who  were 

e(»newhat  the  fewer  at  day-break, 
fought  under  the  enconraging  stimu- 
lus of  a  knowledge  tliat  every  hour, 
rus  it  passed,  added  to  their  strength  ; 
that  each  railroad  train  arriving  at 
the  Junction,  bronght  fredh  brigade 
after  brigade  to  their  support ;  '*  and 
these,  as  they  arrived,  were  hastened 
to  that  part  of  the  field  whereon  their 
servioes  could  be  most  effiactive : 
while  our  men,  who  had  been  ealled 
to  arms  at  2  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
and  had  generally  thrown  aside  their 
knapsat^ks  and  liaversaeks  t(j  facilitate 
their  movementtJ,  liad  hecn  fourteen 
hours  marching — some  of  them  on 
the  donblfrqnick  for  miles — or  fight- 
ing, and  were  ntterly  ezhansted  and 
fiiint  with  hnnger  and  thirst ;  while 
not  a  single  company  had  been  added 
to  their  numbers.  Some  regiments 
fought  badly,  and  had  been  demor- 
alized and  dispersed  prior  to  the  gen- 
eral catastr()}>he ;  but  tlie  great  ma- 
jority evinced  a  courage  and  devotion 
idiieh,  imder  favormg  auspices,  would 
have  commanded  Tictoiy.  They  gave 
way  only  when  hope  seemed  dead — 
when  the  ever-inereasing  hosts  of 

"  Mr.  Julltu  "Biog,  on  his  retura  from  cspt!Tit7 

at  Richmond,  having  been  taken  prisoner  on  the 
battle-fleid,  oftor  scotng  and  hearing  all  that  bo 
could  on  both  lides,  reports  aa  follows : 

"BoMfregnd'B  force  at  BnD  Run  wait  27.000 ; 
which  was  increaBed  by  8,000  of  .Tolmrton'a  the 
day  bofore,  and  by  5.000  more  during  the  ©n- 

gnpomont.  This  slatrrnonl  is  confirmed  from 
ao  iudcpendeat  and  trustworthy  source." 

"  The  New  York  limes  of  July  26th  contained 
a  cmAiUy  prepared  statement,  by  its  Editor,  of 
a  cnnvcrHation  with  Gen.  Stott  tit  his  own  dinncr- 
iablo  on  the  Tuesday  before  the  battle;  whorota 
Q«Q.  Soott  developed  his  conception  of  the  Btral> 
egy  required  fiir  the  overtlirov  of  Uie  Bebeliion, 
M  follows : 

"If  the  matter  had  boon  left  to  him,  ho  Mid, 
be  woold  have  ocnnmeDced  by  a  perfect  blockade 
€f  vmj  Soottaem  port  en  die  Atkntio  and  on 


their  fbes  not  only  ontnmnbwedtheu 
in  their  firont,  bnt  filled  the  woods  on 

their  right  flank,  exposing  tliem  to 
an  enfilading  fire,  which  they  could 
not  retnm  with  effect ;  and,  their  de- 
feat once  confessed,  the  confusion  and 
panic  of  their  flight  are  explained,  not 
excused,  by  the  fact  that,  owing  to 
the  long  detour  they  had  necessarily 
made  in  advaiioing  to  the  attack,  pur- 
suant to  the  plan  of  battle^  their  line 
of  retreat  lay  in  part  along  the  front 
of  the  foe,  mwdi  of  whose  strength 
was  actually  nearer  to  Centerville 
than  they  were  when  the  fortunes  of 
the  day  turned  against  them. 

The  causes  of  this  disaster,  so  shame- 
fully misstaited  and  perverted  at  the 
time,  are  now  generally  nnderstood. 
No  one  conld^  at  this  day,  repeat  the 
misrepresentations  that  for  the  mo> 
ment  prevailed,  witliout  conscious, 
palpable  gnilt  and  ignominy.  The 
true,  controlling  reasons  of  our  defeat 
are,  briefly,  these : 

I.  The  fundamental,  fatal  error  on 
our  side  was  that  spirit  of  hesitation, 
of  indecision,  of  calculated  delay, 
of  stolid  obstrnction,  which  guided" 
our  Military  councils,  scattering  our 

the  Onlf  fhra  ho  would  havoooOected  a  large 
fonx"  nt  the  capital  for  defensive  purposes,  and 
aiKJthur  lar^one  on  tl>e  Mis-sissippi  for  ofTeM-iivo 
nperation.i.  The  Summer  montli^  during  which 
it  is  madness  to  take  troops  south  of  St.  Louia^ 
should  have  been  devoted  to  taettcel  iMtmeUoB 
— and,  with  the  flrst  frosts  of  Autumn,  he  would 
hft%'0  taken  a  eolumn  of  HO. 000  wi  li-distipliued 
tr  iMTis  down  iln?  M issi.ssippi — and  taken  every 
important  point  on  that  river,  Now  Orlieana  in- 
cluded, ft  eouU  have  been  done,  he  said,  vrith 
greater  ease,  wUh  less  loss  1^  life,  and  with  far 
nutre  important  results,  than  would  attend  the 
marrhiiuj  nf  an  anmj  to  Rirhjuomi.  At  cifflit 
pointi^,  tlio  river  would  probably  have  been  de- 
fendeo,  and  eight  bat  Ilea  would  have  been  ne> 
oeflaary:  but,  in  eveiy  one  of  them,  success 
would  nave  been  made  certain  for  us.  The 
Mi>>i>.'^iliiii  iiiid  (ho  Atlantic  onco  ours,  the 
Southern  Sixties  would  have  been  compelled,  by 
the  natural  and  inevitable  pressure  of  events,  to 
ae«l^  bjAntnmtotlM  Uniflo,  Mcqpc  ftomtlM 
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forces  and  ^anljBDg  out  efforts. 

Had  anj  real  purjxwe  of  Ruppresniiig 
the  liebellion  been  cherished  by  Gen. 
Scott,  he  would  never  have  scattered 
our  eastern  forces  along  the  line  of 
the  Potomac  and  ChoBapeake,  from 
Onmbeilaiid  to  Fortress  Monroe,  di- 
Tided  into  three  or  faat  cUstinct 
inniesy  under  the  oommaad  of  militia 


officers  who  had  never  smelt  burning 
powder,  iinless  in  a  squirrel-hunt. 
Ilis  advance  across  the  Potomac,  after 
having  been  put  off  so  long  as  possi- 
ble, was  made,  a£  Ave  have  seen,  on 
the  24th  of  May.  "Within  one  week 
thereafter,  a  colomzi  of  50,000  men 
should  have  taken  the  road  to  Rich' 
mond,  with  their  ooiQmander  in  their 


rnin  that  would  speedily  overwhelm  tliom,  out 
of  it  ''J'liifl,'  said  be,  '  was  7/i?/ plan.  JUit  I  am 
only  a  eubordiD&te.  It  is  my  buainess  to  >;ive 
•dvioewhen  itia  asked,  and  to  obey  wden  when 
tbej  are  given.  IsIumU  do  il.  There  aro  men  in 
liie  Cabinet  who  know  much  more  about  war 
than  I  «lo.  and  who  hnvo  fur  friT^-attT  inliuciux} 
than  I  liavoin  determining  the  plan  of  t!to  cam- 
paign. There  never  waa  Ainovejust  uiid  upri^^ht 
■Hi  thaa  the  Presidenfe-HBWfwr  one  who  desired 
man  rineeraly  to  promoto  the  bett  interest  of 
the  countrv,  Tut  there  are  men  ain-diu'  his  ad- 
visers who  consult  tlieir  own  rost  utmeiita  far 
Bore  than  the  dMstea  of  wisdom  and  experi- 
eDOe,  and  theae  mm  vriil  probaUy  docida  the  pian 
tjf  the  campaign.  I  shall  do,  or  attempt,  what-  I 
•fW  I  am  ordered  to  do.  Bui  ihnj  mu.ft  nothuld 
mt  re-fjMiisible.  If  I  am  ordered  to  go  to  Rich- 
mond, I  shall  endeavor  to  doit.  But  I  kOiOw 
perreoUy  well  (hat  they  ham  ao  eonaeptioB  of 
the  dUBcaltie*  -we  aliall  encounter,  t  know  the 
ooimtrv — how  admirably  adapted  it  is  for  de- 
feiifif.  aud  how  resolutely  and  obstinately  il  will 
be  di'ferided.  I  would  lilvo  uothinjf  better  than 
to  take  Richmond ;  now  that  it  has  been  dis- 
graced by  becoming  the  cafntal  of  tlie  Rebel 
Cotif.  ilcracy,  I  foci  n  ro«(  ntn)<'nt  toward  it,  and 
ahuuld  like  nothiuj^  better  tliaa  to  scatter  ita 
Congress  to  tiie  winds.  But  I  have  lived  lonff 
enough  U>  know  that  human  resentment  is  a 
very  Md  ibondation  fer  publlo  policy ;  and  tiieso 

rnilemen  will  live  long  enniigh  to  loam  it  also, 
shall  do  what  1  nin  ordered.  I  shall  fight 
when  and  whtro  I  am  commanded.  But,  if  I 
am  compeikd  tojighi  b^on  I  am  ready,  they  shall 
ttof  hold  m$  raqmuMfc  These  genUemen  must 
take  the  responsibility  of  their  acts,  as  I  am 
willing  to  take  that  of  mine.  But  tht-y  must  not 
throw  thtir  responsibility  up<in  my  shoulilers.* 

"  This  ia  the  substance  and  very  nearly  the 
language  of  a  portion  of  Gen.  Scott's  oonvena- 
tioa  on  the  occasion  referred  to.  It  proves  con- 
oluflively  that  he  waa  opposed  to  the  advance 
upon  Richmond  by  way  of  Mina«M«,  at  that  timo." 

Hon.  Francis  P.  Blair,  in  a  spcccli  in  the  House 
(Aug.  1st,  I6G1X  after  repelling  the  false  impu- 
tation that  Gen.  Soott  had  been  ooostrained  by 

the  Pp  !=ideiit  (his  only  superior)  to  fl^ht  this  bat- 
tle prematurely,  in  oppoaition  to  the  diotatea  of 
hia  own  judfimcMt,  stated  that 

"  The  President,  after  he  had  information  that 
Gen.  Johnston  hud  escaped  through  the  hands 
«f  (ko.  Patteraon  and  had  joined  Gen.  Beaure- 


gard on  Friday  evening,  went  to  Gen.  Scott,  and 
sn^'gestcd  the  projiriety  of  waiting  until  Patter- 
son's corps  could  come  up  and  n.'euforoe  the  army 
that  was  then  before  llanassas ;  btt^  10  flrmlj 
fixed  waa  Oea  Scott's  determination  to  attack  the 
enemy  then  and  there,  that  the  Pn>eident*8  aug- 
pestion  was  disregarded.  T!:e  Secretary  of  War 
also  returned  from  the  lield  before  the  battle,  and 
endeavored  to  induoo  Qen.  Scott  to  send  forward 
re^oroementa;  he  ui«d  it  ^[ain  and  again; 
and  finally  anooeeded  m  liaviBg  five  regiments 
sent,  two  of  which  reaehad  Oantorrilto  baoie  tba 
retreat  commenced." 

Mr.  Blair  then  took  up  the  above  statement  of 
Tht  JSrmiv  and  thus  dealt  with  it: 

*•  I  do  not  believe  that  it  waa  Qen,  Scott's  plan. 
I  do  not  think  ho  Wfuild  promulgato  hi-'  ]'!;m  I 
think,  even,  that,  if  such  was  his  plan,  gentlemen, 
without  arrogating  to  themselves  any  snpcrior 
military  knowiedge^might  well  dissent  from  iu  I 
do  not  profisea  to  nave  any  knowledge  of  military 
matters  at  all ;  nnd  yet  I  ran  say  that  any  such  plaa 
as  that  would  lead  to  n  fatal  disafiter  to  our  coun- 
try, in  the  relations  which  it  would  bring  about 
between  the  people  of  the  Kortham  and  South* 
em  Statea ;  in  the  rektioDS  It  woidd  bring  about 
between  oiir  Government  and  foreign  gi:)vcrii- 
monts,  and  between  tlio  Union  men  in  the  Bor- 
der States  and  their  enemies.  I  think  it  would 
be  a  liital  mistake.  I  am  well  satiafled  that  it 
is  not  the  plan  of  the  Oowmment,  and  will  not 
be  acted  upon,  whether  C  ii.  Srt>tt  favors  it  or 
not.  That  ia  the  j  lan  uliii'h  ilie  Coufederalo 
troops  and  authoritie.s  aro  in  favor  of,  and  thejr 
have  proceeded  upon  it  Their  desire  is  to  malM 
the  whole  of  this  war  within  the  Border  States, 
and  e,«capc  tliem.selves  scot  free — notsonly  fi«o 
from  Scott,  bvit  frons  all  our  other  Generals.  They 
wi.-h  to  enjoy  entire  tiuietude.  iu  order  to  raise 
their  cotton,  that  they  may  hold  it  out  to  foreign 
nations  as  a  bribe  to  break  oor  blockade.  That 
ia  their  object  and  tlieir  heart's  desire. 

"They  wish,  al.-so,  to  introneh  themselves  with- 
in those  Border  States,  wlicre  they  can  ^-et  plen- 
ty of  subsistence,  and  wring  a  reluctant  support 
from  the  Union  men  of  those  States.  Thi  conn* 
tics  of  Alexandria  and  Fairfax  gave  an  iditiieiiso 
Uiuon  vote  when  tlio  question  'was  submiiied  to 
them;  and,  ot  llic  la-t  vote  u{Hin  the  (Irdinaiin? 
of  Secession,  they  would  have  given  tlio  same 
vote  for  the  Union  if  tliey  had  not  been  re- 
strained by  the  bayotiets  of  the  Confederate 
troops  i  for,  iu  whatever  part-  of  Virginia  the/ 
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midst,  even  thoof^  he  had  to  travel 
in  an  ambulance.  Moving  plowly, 
Bteadilj,  cautiously  forward,  our  urmy 
should  have  been  reinforced  by  two 
or  tlxree  fresh  regime  nt?j  each  day, 
Wng  exercised  m  field  maneuvers  at 
every  opportunity.  On  or  before  ^tud 
let  day  of  July,  tbis  array,  one  hun- 
dred thomand  atrong,  dioold  baye 
been  before  Bichmond,  not  then  for- 
tified to  any  serious  extent,  and  should 
liavo  replaced  the  Stars  and  Stripes 
on  the  Bteeples  of  that  city  by  the 

woro  free  from  thf?  Ci  iifKlfrate  bajoneta,  they 
gave  a  majority  of  volus  aguinst  Seoession.  Tho 
same  was  the  case  in  Tennessee.  Any  such  plan 
«8  that  which  The  Tmrn  aaji  is  G«d.  Soott's  pkn 
of  carrying  on  the  war  would  leave  the  nnarmed 
tTnion  men  of  the  Bonier  States  and  of  tho  South- 
ern States  at  the  mercy  of  the  armies  of  the  Con- 
federate States.  It  would  leave  the  25,000  ma- 
Jori^  in  East  Tennooaoo,  tlie  vast  miyority  in 
Missoari,  and  STerjrwliere  elfls,  at  the  mercy  of 
the  llcbcls. 

"  I  say,  further,  that,  if  we  remain  idle  for 
Huch  a  period  of  time,  doing  nothing  upon  tlie 
borders  of  theae  revolted  St^ea,  however  great 
■D  annj  we  might  poaeesa,  we  ahonld,  bf  eo  do- 
ing, proclaim  to  the  world  th.it  we  wi-re  unable 
to  enter  tho?e  StatcH  ami  put  down  Uebollion ; 
and  the  government.^  of  Europe  would  mako  it  a 
pretext  for  aduiowledging  the  independenoe  of 
tiMMe  States. 

"  It  13  manifoi't.  thorofore,  that  such  important 
political  cotisiilerations  must  enter  largely  into 
any  plan  of  canipuigii :  luid  no  plan  is  admissible 
which,  by  its  delays,  dostrojs  the  business  of  the 
oountry,  leavee  tiw  Untoii  nea  of  the  Border 
Suteg  and  their  property  a  prej  to  tiie  Rebels, 
and  gives  a  pretext  to  foreign  Powers  to  inter- 
to*  for  the  porpose  of  fbralng  otir  tdodokto^ 

That  the  policy  of  'wait  and  get  ready,'  in- 
volved, in  fact,  a  virtual  admission  of  tho  inde- 
pendence of  the  OoBlbderacjr,  while  eoabliag  the 
Rebels  to  crush  out  the  last  vestiges  of  Union- 
ism in  the  South,  as  ali^o  to  cover  all  the  impor- 
tant points  with  impregnable  fbrtlfloations,  erect- 
ed in  good  pait  hy  slave  lalxtr,  ia  too  obvious  to 
need  otiforoement.  It  was  the  jiolify  of  nil  who 
wished  to  save  the  Union  by  surrendering  at  dis- 
eretion  to  the  Bebels,  btdding  them  do  what 
tlicy  plca.sed  with  tin-  ('oiiHtitutinn,  tlio  Chivitd- 
uent,  the  territories,  so  that  they  wuuld  but  con- 
sent to  endure  as  as  fisUow-oountryraen. 

"That  Gen.  floott,  though  kyal  sad  Union- 
loving,  was  always  in  favor  of  buying  olT  tho 
Bebellion  by  oompromisea  and  oonoessiona,  and 
•Tsne  to  what  wss  most  uqjustl/  termed  *  ooer* 


Fourth,  at  latest.  That  we  had  ample 
force  to  do  this,  is  now  bevond  doubt : 
for  tlio  Ii<i]>els,  gathering  all  their 
strength  froia  the  Shenandoah  on  the 
one  side  to  the  James  on  the  other, 
were  barely  able,  on  the  2l8t — three 
weeks  after  we  dionld  have  been  lye- 
fore  lUchmond— to  beat  a  third  of 
our  legiments  migbt  and  ahonld 
have  confronted  them.** 

II.  The  flagrant  disobedience  and 
defection  of  Gen.  Patterson,"  unac- 
countable on  any  hypothesis  consist- 

cion'  and  '  invasion,' is  no  secret.  IIow  eagerly 
he  jumped  upon  the  'finality'  platform  when 
nwninaled  for  Aeildant,  fai  1852,  and  ordend  • 
grand  sslute  of  one  hundred  guns  in  honor  of  th* 

passage  of  Mr,  r,iithrio's  rompromise  proposi- 
tions in  the  "  rcaoo  Conference"  of  1861,  are 
matters  of  reppwL  That  he  sooght  to  have  Fort 
Sumter  evacuated,  a  month  later,  tm  a  "  military 
necessity,"  ia  well  known.  Two  or  three  weeks  , 
theresfter,  ontiie  veij  morning  fbat  ihb  Bebels 
opened  firo  on  Sumter,  The  National  InMHgeneer, 
of  April  12th,  contained  the  following,  which 
was  widely  understood  to  have  been  inspired,  if 
not  directly  written,  by  him : 

'*  There  is  a  general  and  almost  universal  de* 
sire  that  no  coiircive  measures  should  be  resort- 
ed to.  80  aa  toiiiduee  actual  ccjllisinri  of-f^irmp  he- 
tween  the  States  that  say  they  have  seceded  and 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  antU  nU 
peaceful  remedies  have  been  exhausted,  jet : 

"Great  contldence  is  inspired  by /in  exhibi- 
tion of  the  actual  strength  and  power  of  tlio 
Government.  It  gratities  national  pride  to  have 
the  consciousnsss  tint  the  Government  is  in  pos> 
session  of  power,  and  that,  when  it  is  not  exer- 
cised, it  may  receive  the  credit  of  fiwbearance. 
There  would  be  an  objection  that  this  attriluite 
of  iK)wer  should  be  directed,  at  tlie  present  mo- 
ment, to  any  specific  end ;  even  though  that  end 
should  be  the  execution  of  the  laws..  Bat  no* 
thing  can  be  more  evident  than  that  nniversal 
satisfaction  is  folt  and  security  inspired  by  the 
knowledge  that  the  power  of  the  Government  ia 
rea<iv.  at  %  moBMOt's  001108^  to  bs  api^ied  sad 

U.scd." 

^  I'uilard,  m  his  "Southern  Histoty,"  Usndlj 

says: 

"  The  best  service  which  the  srmy  of  the  She- 
nandoah oouid  render  wss  to  prevent  the  defiMfe 
of  that  of  the  Potomac.  To  oe  aUe  to  do  tii^ 

it  was  necessary  for  Gen.  Johnston  to  defeat 
Gen.  Patterson,  or  to  elude  him.  Tho  latter 
course  was  tlie  more  speedy  and  certain,  and 
was,  therefiire,  sd(^tted.  Evading  the  enenq^  hr 
the  dispoiHiaa  of  the  adviiiee  fpvA  waimt  CwL 
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ent  with  the  possession,  on  hia  part,  of 
oourage,  common  senge,  and  loyalty." 

III.  The  failure  of  Geo.  Scott'  to 
Bend  forward  with  Geu.  McDowell  a 
fivroe  adequate  to  provide'  against  aU 
oontingendes.  The  ftet  that  90,000 
TolimteetB  lemained  idle  and  nsdeiB, 
throughout  that  eventful  Sunday,  in 
and  immediately  around  Wasliing- 
ton — Sfott  liavhifT  ohstinately  resist- 
ed entreaties  tliat  tliey  should  be  dis- 
patched to  the  front — insisting  that 
McDowell  had  "  men  enough" — that 
he  needed  no  cavalry,  etc.— of  itself 
attests  strongly  the  xmbeeiHly  and 
lack  of  purpose  that  then  presided 
over  our  Tuilitary  councils." 

IV  The  Rebels  were  kept  thor- 

Btoart,  our  maj  morsd  tbnragh  Aihley'a  Gap  to 

piedmont,  a  station  of  the  Manassas  Gap  railroad. 

,  Hence,  tho  infantry  were  to  bo  tran8|X)rtod  by 
the  railway,  while  tho  cavalry  and  artillery  were 
ordered  to  oontiaue  their  march.  Geo.  Johnston 
iwched  HanasMM  about  noon  on  the  30th,  pre- 
ceded by  the  7th  and  8th  Georgia  regiments  and 
by  Jackson's  bri^rado,  consisting  of  the  2d,  4th. 
C<th.  iTth,  liml  33d  Virginia  regiments.  Ho  was 
acxx>iupaDied  by  Gen.  Bee,  with  the  4lh  Alaba- 
ma, tho  2d,  and  two  oompaniea  of  the  1 1th  Mis- 
sissippi The  president  of  the  railroad  hnd  as- 
cured  him  that  the  remaimng  troops  should  arrive 
dpring  the  daj." 

**  Patterson  was  •  Brfckinridgo  Democrat  of 
the  extreme  pro-Slavery  type— of  that  type  whose 

•  TiowB  irore  expressed  by  The  Penmylvanian — 
(see  page  428).  When,  on  the  reception  of  tho 
tidings  of  Fort  Sumter 'a  surrender,  a  great  pop- 
ular vpriabiff  taok  plae»  tn  PhOaMphla,  in 
other  cities,  and  immense  crowds  paraded  tho 
•treeti,  demanding  that  the  flag  of  the  Union 
Aoidd  be  evetywhM*  dt8playo<l,  Oen.  Fittter- 
■on.*a  was  one  of  the  Btansions  at  which  this  pub- 
lic exaction  of  an  avowal  <>r  symiuktliy  with  the 
Mtraged  symbol  of  our  Uuiou  was  longest  and 
■ost  stordDy  resisted. 

"  IT.  Russell,  writing  from  Washington  to 
The  London  Tiinea  on  the  19th,  two  days  before 
the  battle— doubtless  obtaining  Ua  hifimnation 
from  authentic  sonrciH — thus  statea  the  di^oit- 
tion  of  our  forc^.-s  at  that  moment: 

Under  McDowell,  at  Kalrfw  ami  (.'»  ntervlUe  .   .  80,000 

Under  Patt«r»oa,  on  tb»  Shenmnd«wb   >2,UU0 

Codar  MantAeld,  In  and  about  Wuhla«toa.  .  .  11^000 

JtjwgaUsrtStsaJnssrfertwMMeaiee  .  .  IMW 

TaM  mjm 


oiijxhly  acquainted  by  their  confcder- 
ate8,  left  by  Davis,  Floyd,  etc.,  in  our 
service,  with  everything  that  took 
place  or  was  meditated"  on  our  side ; 
and  so  were  aiUe  to  anticipate  and 
baffle  eveiy  movement  of  onr  ar> 
nues."  Tboa^  a  militaiy  map  or  plan 
of  the  region  direotlj  west  of  Wash- 
ington had  l>een  completed  for  use 
at  the  War  Department  barely  two 
davft  before  our  advance  reached  Cen- 
terville ;  but,  the  movement  being 
rapid,  the  liebeU  left  here  many  ar- 
ticles in  their  hasty  flight,  and,  among 
them,  a  copy  of  this  map,  which  was 
supposed  to  be  noknown  to  all  bnt  a 
few  of  our  highest  officers.  It  waa 
BO  throughout  Washington  swanned 

Urns,  whOe  the  Bebeb  eonoentrated,  from 

Richmond  ou  tho  south  to  Winchester  on  the 
north,  aU  their  available  strength  upon  Manassas, 
Md  haS  it  in  hud  bdbre  the  doee  of  the  battle, 
lioDowtll  had  but  little  more  than  •  third  «f  our 
corresponding  forces  wherewith  to  oppose  it — 
lio  acting  on  tho  ofTonaivo.  In  other  words,  we 
fought  with  SS^OOO  men,  a  battle  ht  wfakb  w*  ' 
might  and  should  have  had  16,000. 

"Mr.  Julius  Bing,  a  German  by  birth  but 
British  by  naturalization,  who  was  on  the  battle- 
field as  a  spectator,  tad  was  there  taken  priwMi> 
er,  and  conducted  next  morning  to  Beuurcpird's 
head-quartera,  whence  he  was  sent  to  Richmond, 
and  who  aeemi  to  have  had  the  IbooHy  of  making 
hiniHelf  n^neable  to  either  side,  stated,  after  his 
return,  that  among  the  men  he  met  at  Beaure- 
gard's head-quartors,  at  the  Junctkm,  waa  OoL 
Jordan,  formerly  of  our  War  Department,  who  . 
hoasted  that  he  had  received, 

"Before  the  attack  at  Bull  Run,  a  cipher  dis- 
patch from  KHno  well-informed  person  within 
our  linos,  giving  full  detaila  of  our  noTeoentab 
including  the  partionbini-of  the  plan  of  battl% 

till'  tiiiiH  :i(  wiiii'ii  (^i^eratiooa  wotud  oooinMnoe, 

and  tlu)  niuiilx  r  of  our  troops." 

"  A  correepondout  of  The  Xew  York  JHbune, 
hi  hIa  aeeoDut  oTtfae  botUe,  aaja: 

"A  reinnrkal»li?  fart  to  l)e  considered  ifl,  that 
the  enemy  seemed  pertt-ctly  acquuinicd  with  our 
plana.  The  feint  of  Col.  Richardson  n\  aile<1 
nothiogb  thMSa  the  Rebel  force  had  nearly  all 
been  wMldrawn  ftwm  that  position.  Our  com- 
bined attack  w.iH  thoroughly  n)et.  and  at  tho 
veiy  points  where  partial  ittrpnaee  had  Iwen  an- 
tidpated." 
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with  traitors,  nuoiy  of  than  holding 

official  positions  of  the  gravest  ro- 
Bponsibility ;  and  whatever  it  was 
iftiportant  to  Beauregard  to  know  he 
speedily  ascertained.  To  cross  the 
Potomac,  a  little  below  or  above  our 
camps,  was  never  dUficnlt ;  and,  once 
aeroaa,  tmaty  measwigerg  knew  where 
to  find  fleet  horses  and  sure  guides  to 
take  tliein  to  the  Rebel  lines.  The 
Couft'derate  chiefs  knew  which  amonj; 
our  officers  meant  them  any  harm, 
and  wldcli  niiglit  be  coiilidently  trust- 
ed never  to  take  them  at  disadvan- 
tage. Thej  evidently  had  no  more 
apprehenaion  that  Pattenon  would 
obrtraot  or  oonntervail  the  mareh 
of  Johnston  to  Manaasaa  than  that 
Breddnridge  or  Burnett  would  do 
them  mortal  harm  in  Congress. 

V.  The  fall,  very  early  in  the  action, 
of  Gen.  David  Ilunter,**  connnand- 
iug  the  2d  or  leading  division,  was 
moat  untimely  and  unfortunate.  He 
waa  80  aerionalj  wounded  that  he  was 
neoessarily  borne  from  the  field. 
Gen.  HeintBolman,**  commanding  the 
8d  division,  was  also  wounded ;  not 
aa  severely,  but  so  as  to  disable  him. 
Gen.  McDowell  either  had  control 
of  Runyon's  divif*ion,  guarding  Ids 
line  of  communication,  or  he  had  not. 
If  he  had,  he  should  have  ordered  the 
bulk  of  it  to  advance  that  morning 
on  Oenterville,  so  as  to  have  had  it 
well  in  hand  to  predpitate  on  the  foe 
at  tiie  dedflive  moment;  or,  if  he 
was  80  hampered  by  Scott  that  he 
was  not  at  liberty  to  do  this,  he 
should  have  refused  to  attack,  and 
resigned  tlie  commuiid  of  the  army, 
rather  than  fight  a  battle  so  fettered. 

ColoDid  of  thft  Sd  oMaliyia  tlMfagalar  aer* 
▼ioo.  • 
"Colonel  In  the  regolar  Nrriot. 
"lor  Hm  flnt  j0ir  of  the  war,  no  regolar 
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Afler  the  misohief  waa  done»  Bmor 

yon's  division  was  ordered  forward 
from  Fairfa.K — of  course,  to  no  pur- 
pose. But  it  should,  at  least,  have 
been  promptly  em|)loyed  to  block 
completely  with  its  bayonets  the 
Toada  leadmg  to  Washington,  sternly 
axrestizig  the  flight  of  the  panio< 
stricken  fugitives,  and  ga^erin^  them 
np  into  something  which  should  bear 
once  more  the  semblance  of  an  army. 

VT.  Tiie  original  call  of  President 
Lincoln  on  the  States,  for  75,000 
militia  to  serve  three  m<inth>,  wjis  a 
de})lorable  error.  It  resulted  natu- 
rally trom  that  obstinate  iufhtoation 
whksh  wmld  believe,  in  defiance  of 
all  histoiy  and  probability,  that  an 
aristocratic  cons[>iracy  of  thirty  years' 
standing,  culminating  in  a  rebellion 
based  on  an  artificial  property  valued 
at  Four  Thousand  Millions  of  Dol- 
lars, and  wielding  the  resources  of 
ten  or  twelve  States,  having  nearly 
ten  miDiona  of  people,  was  to  be  put 
down  in  sixty  or  ninety  days  by  some 
process  equivalent  to  reading  the 
Kiot  Act  to  an  excited  mob,  and 
sending  a  squad  of  police  to  disperae 
it.  Ilenco,  the  many  |)risoner8  of  war 
taken  with  arms  in  their  handi^,  in 
West  Virginia  and  Missouri,  had,  up 
to  this  time,  been  quite  commonly 
permitted  to  go  at  laige  on  taking  an 
oath  "  of  fiddily  to  &e  Constitotion 
— a  process  which,  in  their  view,  waa 
about  aa  significant  and  imposing  as 
taking  a  glass  of  cider.  The  Gov- 
ernment had  onlv  to  call  for  anv  num- 
her  of  men  it  rc<|uired,  to  serve  du- 
ring the  i>leasure  of  Congress,  or  till 
the  overthrow  of  the  Rebellion,  and 

list  of  prisoners  taken  by  w — n"t  pvcn  of  thoso 
paroled  —  was  k<^pt  at  the  Wur  Duparttoeat; 
benoe,  we  M  deptonbljbefaliiil  in  oar  aooooat 
ounwtwitlitlieBebela. 
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they  oonld  have  been  had  at  <moe. 

Kcgimento  were  pressed  upon  it  from 
all  udes;  and  the  hot  els  of  Waahing- 
*ton  were  crowded  ])y  keen  competi- 
tors for  the  coveted  privilege  of  riiis- 
in<r  more  batteries  and  fresh  bat- 
tulions.  None  asked  for  sliorter  terms 
to  acnrve,  or  would  have  then  hesi- 
tated to  enlist  for  the  war.  It  was 
entirelj  proper  to  eall  oat  the  oigan- 
iaed  and  imiformed  militia  as  nunnte- 
men  to  defend  Waahington  and  pro- 
tect the  public  property  until  volun- 
teers could  be  raised ;  but  no  single 
repriment  should  have  been  organized 
or  enlisted,  during  that  springtide  of 
National  enthusiasm,  for  any  term 
short  of  the  duration  of  the  war. 

YII.  It  is  imposaible  not  to  per- 
ceive that  the  Rebel  troops  were  bet- 
ter handled,  during  the  conflict,  than 
ours.  Gen.  McDowell,  who  does  not 
appear  to  have  actively  participated 
in  any  fonner  battle  but  that  of  Bue- 
na  Vista,  where  he  served  as  Aid  to 
Gen.  Wool,  seems  to  havs  had  very 
little  control  over  the  movements  of 
bis  forces  after  the  beginning  of  the 
conflict.  Gov.  Sprague,  who  fought 
through  the  day  as  brigadier  with  the 
2d  Rhode  Island,  whose  Colonel,  Slo- 
cum,  and  Major,  Ballon,  were  both 
left  dead  on  the  battle-tield,  obser^^ed 
to  one  who  asked  him,  near  the  close  of 
the  fight,  what  were  his  orders,  that  he 
had  been  fighting  all  daj  without  any. 
In  short,  onr  army  was  projected  like 
a  bolt,  not  wielded  like  a  sword. 

VIII.  Although  onr  army,  before 
fighting  on  that  disastrous  day,  was 
largely  composed  of  the  bravest  and 
truest  patriots  iti  the  Union,  it  con- 
tained, also,  much  indiilerent  material. 
Many,  in  the  general  stagnation  and 
dearth  of  employment,  had  volun- 
teered under  a  &rm  conviction  that 


there  would  be  no  serious  fighting; 
that  the  Bebds  were  not  in  earnest; 

that  there  would  be  a  promenade,  a 
frolic,  and,  ultimately,  a  compromihe, 
which  would  send  every  one  home, 
unharmed  and  exultant,  to  refeive 
from  admiring,  cheering  thousands 
the  guei  don  of  his  valor.  Hence, 
some  regiments  were  very  badly  offi- 
cered, and  others  gave  way  and  scat- 
tered, or  fled,just  when  they  wmmost 
needed. 

IX.  Col.  D.  J.  Miles,  a  Marylander, 
commanding  the  5th  (reserve)  divi- 
sion, was  drunk  throughout  the  action, 
and  jflaying  the  buffoon ;  riding  about 
to  attract  observation,  with  two  hats 
on  his  head,  one  within  the  othw« 
As,  however,  he  was  pretty  certainly 
a  traitor,  and  was  not  ordered  to  ad- 
vance, it  is  hardly  probable  that  hia 
drunkenness  did  any  serious  damage, 
Fave  as  it  dis^jngted  and  disheartened 
those  whose  lives  were  in  his  haudd. 


No  one  who  did  not  share  in  the 
sad  experience  will  be  able  to  realize 
the  consternation  which  the  news  of 
tliis  discomfiture — grossly  eza^er- 
ated— diffused  over  the  loyal  portion 
of  our  country.  Only  the  tidings 
which  had  reached  Washington  up 
to  4  o'clock — all  presaging  certain 
and  decisive  victory — were  permitted 
to  go  north  by  telegraph  that  day  and 
evening ;  so  that,  on  Monday  morn- 
ing, when  the  crowd  of  fbgitives  from 
our  grand  army  was  pouring  into 
Waahington,  a  heedless,  hannless^ 
worthless  mob,  the  loval  States  were 
exulting  over  accounts  of  a  decisive 
triumph.  But  a  few  hours  brought 
different  ad\'ices ;  atid  these  w  ere  m 
much  worse  than  the  truth  as  the 
former  had  been  better:  onr  army 
had  been  utterly  destroyed — cut  to 
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pieeefl^  mlSk  a  loss  of  twenty-five  to 
diirty  thoaBand  men,  beside  all  its 
artillery  and  nmnitioDB,  and  Waahr 

inffton  lav  at  the  mercv  of  the  enemv, 
who  were  soon  to  advance  to  the  caj)- 
tiiro  and  sack  of  our  great  ct»nimer- 
cial  cities.  Xever  before  hud  so  black 
a  dajr  as  that  black  Monday  lowered 
upon  the  loyal  bearts  of  the  Korth ; 
and  the  leaden,  weeping  ddeereflected 
9nd  higbtened,  while  tbey  seemed  to 
sympathize  w  ith,  the  general  gloom. 
It  would  have  been  easy,  with  ordi- 
nary effort  and  care,  to  have  ccathered 
and  remanded  to  tlieir  canqis  or  f(»rts 
around  Alexandria  or  Arlington,  all 
the  wretched  8trag<^lers  to  wbom  fear 
had  lent  wings,  and  who,  throwing 
away  their  arms  and  equipments^  and 
abandoning  all  semblance  of  military 
ortler  or  discij)line,  bad  rushed  to  the 
caj>ital  to  hide  therein  .their  ghamo 
behind  a  cloud  «>f  ex:\g2^eration;5  and 
falsehoods.  The  ."-till  eflective  bat- 
teries, the  solid  battalions,  that  were 
then  wending  their  way  slowly  back 
to  their  old  oncampments  along  the 
south  bank  of  the  Potomac,  depressed 
but  unshaken,  danntleas  and  utterly 
nnassailed,  were  unseen  and  unheard 
from  ;  while  the  panic-stricken  racers 
filled  and  distended  the  general  ear 


with  their  tales  of  impregnable  in* 

trenchments  and  masked  batteries,  of 
regiments  slaughtered,  brigades  ut- 
terly cut  to  pieces,  etc.,  making  out 
their  miserable  selves  to  be  about  all 
that  was  lefl  of  the  army.  That  these 
men  were  allowed  thus  to  straggle 
into  Washington,  instead  of  being 
peremptorily  stopped  at  the  bridges, 
and  sent  back  to  die  encampments  of 
their  several  regiments,  is  only  to  be 
accounted  for  on  the  hypothesis  that 
^he  reason  of  our  military  msignates 
had  been  temporarily  dctlironed,  so 
as  to  divest  them  of  all  mural  respon- 
sibility. 

The  eonsequcnoes  of  this  defeat 
were  sufficiently  serious.  Our 75,000 
three  months'  men,  whose  term  of  en- 

listment,  for  the  most  part,  expired 
within  the  three  weeks  following  the 
battle,  generally  ma<le  haste  to  (juit 
the  service  and  seek  their  several  lire- 
sides  at  the  earliest  posciible  moment." 
Our  armies  were  thus  depleted  witb 
a  rai>idity  rarely  etpialed ;  and  the 
Government,  which,  throughout  the 
preceding  month,  had  been  defending 
itself  as  best  it  could  against  impor- 
tunities and  entreaties  to  be  allowed 
to  furnish  a  regiment  here  or  a  bat- 


"Qcn.  McDowell,  in  ]iu  official  rcynirt,  in  giv- 
ing his  raMOM  for  ftghtiiig  as  anti  wiien  lie  did, 

ootild  not,  as  I  fiave  mid  more  earl^,  pnah 

on  faster,  nnr  cnuUl  I  il'  !hv.  A  larg©  nud  the 
bot»t  jiart  of  my  forces  \v ere  llneo  luonth-i'  volun- 
UnTA,  whofH)  term  ofeorvif-e  \vaHal>out  to  expire, 
bat  wi)0  were  aent  forward  aa  haring  long 
eooii^  to  aerre  tat  the  purpoae  of  the  ezpedi* 
iioo.  On  the  etre  of  the  battle,  the  4th  Pcnn- 
aylvania  regimont  of  volunteers,  and  the  battery 
of  vohmteur  artillery  of  tliu  N<  w  ^  ork  8tli  mili- 
tia, wImmo  term  of  acrvioo  expired,  iiuisted  oa 
their  diadMrge.  I  wrote  to  tiie  regiment,  ex- 
pressing  a  leqnoat  for  them  to  remain  a  short 
thno;  and  the  Hon.  8em>tarf  of  War,  who  was 
at  tho  timo  An  the  gro'ind.  tried  to  induce  tlio 
battery  to  reiouiu  ai  least  Hve  days.  Bui  '41 
vain.  They  iniieted  cm  their  diadiarge  that 


niglil.  It  wan  ^anttMl :  and,  the  next  morning, 
wliea  the  army  movud  forward  into  battle,  thi^ 
troops  mmudh^  rear  to  i^temnd^Uumamf^t 

camion. 

"In  the  next  few  days,  day  by  day.  I  should 
havo  lust  ten  thoiHati'l  of  the  J-cst  armed,  drilled, 
oflicered,  and  disciplloed  troopa  la  the  army.  lu 
other  words,  eveiy  day,  wliich  added  to  the 
strength  of  the  enemy,  made  us  weaker." 

It  Bhould  here  be  added,  that  a  member  of  the 
New  York  battery  aforesnid,  who  was  moflt 
earnest  and  active  in  opposing  Gen.  McDowell's 
reqoest,  and  insisting  on  sa  tmmedlato  discharge, 
wa.s,  at  the  ensuing  cl(  Ction.  in  f;dl  view  of  all 
tlic  facta,  choi^ea  Slicriil'  of  tlie  city  of  New- 
York — probably  the  most  Inrrative  office  lllUrd 
by  popotar  elsotioa  in  the  oountiy. 
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tery  there,  was  glad  thencefortli  to 
take  all  that  offered,  and  to  solicit 
where  it  had  been  so  earnestly  soli- 
cited.  The  nation  awoke  from  a 
dream  of  invincibility  and  easy  tri- 
umph to  find  itself  inextricably  in- 
▼olved  in  a  dsBperate  and  dubions 
struggle  for  Viid,  And  the  thinly 
disguised  or  ntterly  undiBgiused  ex- 
ultation wherewith  the  news  of  this 
disaster  was  received  by  thousands 
whose  8ym])athy  with  the  Rebels  had 
hitherto  ])een  sii]»{)resscd,  or  only  in« 
dulged  in  secret,  proved  that,  in  the 
struggle  now  upon  us,  the  llepublic 
oould  not  ooont  on  the  support  even 
of  all  those  who  still  olaimed  to  be 
loyal  to  the  Oonstitution  and  Union; 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Eebellion 
was  immensely  strengthened  and 
consolidated  by  its  victory.  Tens 
of  thousands  throughout  the  South, 
who  had  hitherto  submitted  in  si- 
lence to  proceedings  which  they  con- 
demned and  deplored,  bat  lacked  the 
power  or  the  courage  to  resist,  yet 
whose  hearts  were  still  with  their 
"whole  country  and  the  old  flag,  now 
abandoned  the  Union  as  liojiclessly 
lost,  and  sought,  by  zeal  in  the  cause 
of  the  Tu'bellion.  to  efface  the  recol- 
lection of  their  past  coldness  and  in- 
fidelity; while  no  one  who  had  pre- 
viously been  a  Rebel  any  longer 
cherieiied  a  sliadow  of  doubt  that  the 
independence  of  the  ConfedMaoy  was 
secured.  Tlie  vote  of  Tennessee  for 
Secession,  the  sudden  n]>rising  of  a 
great  Rebel  army  in  ^lissouri,  and 
the  strengthening  of  the  cause  and 
its  defendere  everywhere,  owe  much 
of  their  impnlse  to  the  dispatches 
which  flashed  ov«r  the  rejoicing 
South  assurances  that  the  grand  ar- 
my of  the  North,  85,000  to  50,000 
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strong,  had  been  utterly  routed  and 
dispersed  by  Beaur^ard's  15,000  to 
20,000  Confederates. 

Yet  it  is  to  be  added  that,  what- 
ever the  exultation  of  one  party,  the 
depression  of  the  other  was  not  with- 
out its  compeusationSk  The  North,  at 
first  stunned,  was  ultimately  rather 
chastened  and  sobered  than  disheart- 
ened or  unnerved  by  its  great  dis- 
aster; while  the  South,  intoxicated 
by  its  astounding  success,  expended 
in  fruitless  exultation  energies  that 
might  better  have  been  devoted  to 
preparation  for  future  and  more  de- 
termined struggles.  If,  as  the  Con- 
federates were  told,  15,000  of  their 
raw  recruits,  badly  armed  and  provi- 
ded, had  sufficed  to  rout  and  scatter 
double  or  treble  their  number  of 
Yankees,  sn]>erbly  equipped  for  the 
contest,  what  need  could  there  be  for 
self-denial,  and  sacrifice,  and  a  gen- 
eral volunteering  to  recruit  their  vic- 
torious'armies  t  They  hastily  con* 
dflded  that  the  struggle  was  virtually 
over — ^that  nothing  remained  but  to 
prescribe  the  terms  on  which  peace 
should  be  accorded  to  the  vanquislied ; 
and  tliisdehision  continued  tor  months 
undisj)elled  and  ellectiye. 

And  thus,  while  the  instant  effect 
of  the  tidings  was  the  doubling  of  the 
Bebel  numbers  in  the  field  and  a  re- 
duction of  ours  by  half,  yet  a  fbw 
weeks  sufi9ced  to  efface  this  disparity, 
and  the  expiration  of  three  months 
saw  our  forces  swelled  once  more  till 
thev  exceeded  those  of  the  cnemv. 
The  ^sation,  flung  headlong  to  the 
earth,  and  temporarily  ]>aralyzed  by 
her  fall,  rose  at  length  with  a  truer 
appreciation  of  tiie  power,  the  pur- 
pose, and  th»  venmn  of  her  foes,  and 
a  firmer  resolve  that  they  should  bo 
grappled  with  and  overcome: 
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XXXIV. 
THE   EXTBA  SESSION. 


The  XXXVnth  Congress  con- 
Venedf  ponnant  to  the  President's 
summons,  in  Extra  Session,  at  noon  on 
the  4th  of  July ;  when,  on  a  call  of 
the  roll,  an  ample  quorum  of  eitlier 
House  was  found  in  attendance,  in- 
clnding  fbll  detogfttioiiB  from  Xen- 
tad^/  Miflsouriy*  Haiylaiid,*  and 
BelawaxB.*  Tenneseee  had  not  yet 
chosen  Representatives;  and,  when 
die  did  choose,  at  her  regular  State 
election,  five  weeks  later,  only  the 
three  districts  eiist  of  the  mountains 
elected  members  to  the  Union  Con- 
gress; and,  of  these,  one — Thomas 
A.  B.  Nebon— 4wi2ig  amsted  by  the 
Bebels  while  on  his  way  to  Waahing- 
ton,  regained  hie  liberty  by  TCnonn- 
cing  the  Union  and  professing  ad- 
herence to  the  Eebellion.  Of  the 
seceded  States,  onlv  Arkansas  chose 
Representatives  to  Congrci^s  in  I'SfJO  ; 
and  these  renounced  their  seats  by 
open  and  active  adhesion  to  the 
Southern  Confederacy.   In  the  Sen- 

'  The  BopreflenUUiTes  [torn  Kentucky  had 
1m0||  dwian  •  fbw  wwlo  before  «t  »  special 
election,  wherein  nine  districts  elected  '  conser- 
vative' or  pro-Slavery  Unionists,  wliilo  the  Ist 
reelected,  by  a  considerable  miyority,  Henry  C. 
Bnraett, »  Beoeeaioidsty  who  onlf  Mrved  throagfa 
the  Extr;i  Pe«?irm,  ntid  then  fled  to  partiHpnte 
openly  in  the  Kebollioo.  The  only  remaining 
dirtriet  serioady  oontected  waa  the  8th  (Fayette, 
Bourbon,  etc.),  which  cloctod  John  J.  Crittenden 
(Union)  over  William  E.  Simms  (late  Demoorat, 
now  Secessionist),  by  8,272  to  6,106.  The  af- 
gNgate  vote  of  tlw  State  ahowed  a  preponder- 
ance or  more  than  two  to  one  for  the  Union. 

•  The  mpmhrrs  from  this  State  had  been  cho- 
in  Augusu  1 8(tU :  tivo  uf  tiiem  as  Democrats ; 


•  (VraaoteP.  Btadr,)MftB«|wbOoRD;  anolfaar 
(J«DM  a  BaOiM)  aa  •  ]Wl-B?M«tt  UoiOBiit 


ate,  the  four  Statea  first  named  were 
fully  represented ;  while  Andrew 
Jolmson  was  present  from  Tennes- 
see, making  44  in  all.  Western  Vir- 
ginia lind  chosen  three  membert^  at 
the  regular  State  election  in  April, 
-^hile  aaodier  had  been  eteeted  bj  a 
%ht  vote,  either  then  or  snbBeqnent- 
Ij,  from  the  diatrict  lying  along  the 
Potomac,  above  and  below  Harper's 
Ferry.  Of  RepresentativeB,  157  in  all 
answered  to  their  names  at  the  first 
call.  Galuslia  A.  Grow  [Rej)ul)li- 
can],  of  rennsylvania,  was  cliosen 
Sjjcaker,  and  Emerson  Elheridge 
[Bell-Evecett],  of  Tennessee^  Clerk  of 
the  House.  John  W.  Fomej  [Doog- 
hw],  of  Penn^lyania^  mm  aoon  after- 
ward elected  Clerk  of  the  Senate. 

President  Lincoln's  Message  vran 
transmitted  to  both  Houses  on  the 
following  day.  It  was  largely  de- 
voted to  a  recital  of  occurrences  al- 
ready narrated.  It  did  not  distinctly 
avow  that  the  Govemment  had  ever 

One  of  the  Democrats  had  already  g;one  over  to 
the  Rebellion,  aa  two  more  ef  theM  did  after* 
ward. 

•  Maryland  bad  rery  recently  chosen  her  Rep- 
resentatives nt  a  special  t  lwtioii,  wliert'in  each 
district  elected  a  profei<.sc<l  Uuioaist — the  Gth 
(Houfh-wealera)  bf  barely  16S  au||ati^.  Bui 
Henry  May.  elected  as  a  PernocrBt  OTer  "Win- 
ter Daris  in  the  Baltimore  city  diatrieli  bjc  8,424 
votes  to  6,214,  received  the  ttBaafanoDs  aad  ai^ 
dciit  Kiippori  of  the  Sepeaalouiaf^  and,  aaaftei^ 
ward  appeared,  for  veiy  good  i 


*  Delaware  had  elect«d  George  P.  Fisher 
(TTnionift),  in  ISGO,  by  the  combined  vote  of  the 
Liucolu  aud  ik*il  parties— giring  him  257  major- 
ity over  Mggs  (Breckfarldge);  iriiOe  Reed  (I)m«> 
1m)  dmr  tuny  tsi  tcIm; 
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purposed  the  evacnati n  of  Fort 
Sumter,  but  Bet  fortk  the  materiAl 
iacts  as  follovre: 

"  On  the  Rth  of  March  (the  present  in- 
cninbeDt's  first  full  day  in  otlice),  a  letter  of 
Ifi^or  Andenoiif  commanding  at  Fort  Sam- 
ter.  Avrittcn  on  the  28lh  of  Febni!\rv.  niid 
roi'eivt  d  at  tho  War  Ik'purtiuciit  uu  ibo  4Ui 
of  Mar(  h.  \v!is,  by  that  D^Mitment,  placed 
in  hiiMils.  This  letter  expressed  tho  pro- 
fettsionul  uiunion  of  tho  writer,  that  ret-n- 
forccmenta  could  not  bo  thrown  into  that 
fort  within  tho  time  for  his  relief  rendered 
necessary  by  the  limited  supply  of  j)ro- 
vi«ions,  and  with  a  view  of  holding  pofisos- 
Mon  of  the  same,  with  a  force  of  less  than 
twenty  thofnsand  good  and  well-dbelplined 
men.  Tliis  oiiiiii'm  was  coiwiirred  in  by  all 
the  ofticerrt  of  liis  rouiniaiid,  and  their  vic- 
fnorttnda  on  tho  tmbjoct  were  made  in- 
chwin's  (if  Major  Aii'liT-ion's  IcttiT.  Tho 
wliuie  was  ininiediatcly  laid  before  Lieut.- 
(Jen.  Scott,  who  at  once  concurred  with 
Wajor  Anderson  in  opinion.  On  reflection, 
however,  ho  took  full  time,  consulting  with 
other  officers,  both  of  tho  Army  and  of  tho 
Navy,  and,  at  the  end  of  four  daysi  came 
reluctantly  bnt  deddedly  to  tbe  Muno  con- 
clusion as  before.  lie  also  stated,  at  tho 
same  time,  that  no  such  sntticient  force  was 
then  at  the  control  of  tlM  Government,  or 
oonld  W'  rained  ntid  brought  to  tho  ground 
vitbin  the  tiuio  when  the  provisioii.s  in  the 
fort  would  bo  exhausted.  In  a  purely  mili- 
tary j)oitit  of  view,  tli's  n'>1uct'<l  tho  duty  of 
the  Administration  iu  the  case  to  the  mere 
matter  of  gtUing  tks  gorrimm  M/efff  out  qf 
the  fori:' 

Thus  baffled  witli  r^rd  to  Fort 
Sumter,  the  Administration  had  rc- 
polved  to  rci'iiforco  and  provi-ion 
Fort  Picki'iiri,  r  ia.,  simply  as  an  indi- 
cation of  its  purpose  to  maintain,  in 
the  South,  the  constitutional  rights 
of  the  Govemment;  and  had  dia- 
patched  the  Bteamship  Brooklyn  to 
Pen&acola  for  that  purpos^e ;  bat  had 
been  defeated  in  its  effort,  hecaiue 

**tho  oflScer  commanding  tho  Babinc,  to 

which  vossil  (lif  troops  baa  been  transferred 
from  tho  Brooklyn,  acting  upon  .'«omc  y»/ti.«i 
armistice  of  the  late  Administration  (and 
of  the  existence  of  which  the  present  Ad- 
ministration, tip  to  the  time  tho  order  was 
dispatched,  had  only  too  vague  jiihI  uncor- 
tain  rumors  to  fix  atteniioo),  iiatl  refused  to 
land  the  troops." 


TIic  news  of  this  failure  reached 
Wsushingtoiw  "  ju.st  one  wc'ek  before 
the  fall  of  Sumter;''  and  tliercnpon 
the  President  ])rocoeded  at  once  to 
notify  (lov.  Pickeiiri.  of  South  Caro- 
liua,  that  he  should  ]>rovisiou  Fort 
Sumter.  *^  Whereupon,  the  finrt  was 
attacked  and  hombarded  to  ita  fall, 
without  even  awaiting  the  arrival  of 
tlic  picn  isioning  expedition." 

The  Freeident  sets  forth  the  course 
with  rpj^ard  to  the  seceded  States 
wliicli  lie  had  (.'luli.avored  to  jnirsue, 
until  forced  to  abandon  it  by  vio- 
lence and  bloodished  ou  their  part,  as 

follows: 

**Tb«  polie7  cbosen  looked  to  the  ex- 
haustion of  all  peaceful  measures  brfore  .1 
resort  to  any  stronger  ones.  iL  iiought  only 
to  hoUl  tho  publir  |>:a(  I  >  uiid  pnq>erty  BOt 
already  wn  sted  from  tiie  (Government,  and 
to  collect  the  revenue;  relying  for  the  rest 
oa  timei,  diaouinon,  and  the  ballot-box.  It 
promiM^  a  oontinuanco  of  the  niailH,  at 
Government  expenfie,  to  the  very  people 
who  were  resistinp  tho  Government;  and  it 
gave  repeated  pledges  against  any  disturb- 
ance to  any  of  the  people,  or  any  of  their 
rights.  Of  all  that  wiiich  a  President  in^'bt 
constitutionally  and  juHtitiably  do  in  such  ik 
case,  everything  was  forbornOi  withoat 
which  it  was  believed  posaible  to  keep  the 
Government  on  foot." 

But  this  policy  it  was  neither  the 

interest  nor  the  disposition  of  the 

Confederates,  as  sndi,  to  aoqniesoe 

in.    The  naked  &et  that  it  was 

deemed  advisable  on  the  part  of  the 

Union,  raises  the  prosnmption  that  it 

wotild  not  answer  the  end^  of  the 

Secessionists.    Says  the  President : 

They  have  forced  upon  the  country  the 
difltloot  Issue ;  *immeaUte  Assolntion  or 

blood.' 

"  And  this  \9sne  embraces  more  than  the 
fate  of  these  l'nitc<l  States.  It  presents  to 
tlie  whole  family  of  tiian  the  question, 
whether  a  coUMtitutiottal  republic  or  de- 
mocmej — a  govenunent  of  the  people  by 
the  same  people— can  or  cannot  maintain 
its  territorial  integrity  against  its  own  do- 
mestic foes.  It  presents  the  <iiitstion, 
whether  discontented  individnals,  too  few 
I  in  munbsrs  to  eoatrol  administration,  ao- 
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Mfdfng  to  orpunio  law,  in  any  ca'^o.  can 
alwMjB^  upon  the  proteases  niadu  in  this 
«ase,  or  on  aoy  other  preMtaaes,  or  arbi- 
trarily. witliDut  any  pretense,  break  up 
their  {lovermuent,  and  thus  practically  put 
an  end  to  free  gOTeniment  upon  the  earth. 
It  forces  us  to  ask:  'Is  there  in  nil  re- 
publics thid  itihtTtjiit  and  fatal  weaknejis?' 
*Mu8t  a  government,  of  ne<;efl8itj,  be  too 
ttrong  for  the  liberties  of  its  own  people,  or 
too  weak  to  maintain  its  own  existence?' 

"  So  viewing'  the  ii^suo,  no  choice  was  left 
bat  to  call  out  the  war  power  of  the  (rov- 
«mmeiit ;  and  ao,  to  renat  fan»  employed 
for  its  dc^tructiom  hj  fSorM  cm]dojed  for  its 
preservation." 

After  a  brief  exposure  of  the  deceit 
and  violence  which  governed  the  issue 
of  the  pretended  submission,  in  Vir- 
giiuA  and  other  StateSi  of  the  question 
of  Seceesion  to  a  vote  of  the  people, 
after  th^  had  been  bound  hand  and 
foot  to  the  car  of  the  Gonfederacy, 
Hr.  Lincoln  says: 

"  The  people  of  Virginia  have  thus  allowed 
this  giant  insarreotion  to  make  its  nest  with- 
in her  borders;  and  this  GoTemment  has  no 

choice  lotY  hut  to  deal  with  it  where  it  finds 
iU  And  it  has  the  less  regret,  as  the  loyal 
citizens  have,  in  due  form,  claimed  its  pro- 
tection. Those  loyal  citizens  this  (iDvern- 
luent  is  bound  to  recognize  and  protect,  cu 
Map  Vifffiniay 

With  regard  to  the  self-slyled  neu- 
trality of  Xentneky,  as  other  States 
■which  liad,  by  this  time,  passed  out 
of  that  chrysalis  condition  into  open 
rebellion,  the  President  forcibly  says : 

"  In  the  Border  States,  so  called — in  fact, 
the  Middle  States— there  are  those  wlio  favor 
o  policy  which  they  call  'armed  neutrality;' 
that  is^  au  arming  of  these  iStates  to  prevent 
the  Union  forces  passing  one  way,  or  the 
Disunion  tho  othi  r,  ovt  r  their  soil.  This 
would  be  disunion  completed.  Figuratively 
spealEinfr,  it  would  be  bailding  an  impassable 
vail  along  the  line  of  separation — and  yet, 
not  quite  an  impassable  one;  for,  under  the 
guise  of  neutrality,  it  would  tie  the  hands  of 
the  I'nion  men.  and  freely  pass  supplies 
from  among  them  to  tliu  insurrectionists, 
which  it  could  not  do  as  an  open  enemy. 
At  a  stroke,  it  would  take  all  the  trouble  olf 
the  hands  of  Secession,  except  only  what 
proceeds  from  the  external  blockade.  It 
woald  do  for  the  Disunioniats  Uiat  which,  of 
alt  things,  they  most  deidre— fted  tbein  well, 


m 

and  give  them  disunion  without  a  struggle 
of  their  own.  It  recognizes  no  fidelity  to 
the  Constitution,  no  oldigati<m  to  mmntain 
the  Union ;  and,  while  very  many  who 
favored  it  are,  doubtless,  loyal  citizens,  it  is,' 
neverthelflai^  yery  iqlnnooa  in  effect.** 

Ab  to  ihe  work  directly  in  hand, 
the  President  fhns  hriefiy  proclaims : 

**Tt  is  now  reeomraended  that  yon  give 

the  legal  means  for  making  this  contest 
short  and  decisive  one;  that  you  pliu>e  at 
the  control  of  the  Government,  for  tne  work, 
at  least  four  hundred  thousand  men  and 
$400,000,000.  That  number  of  men  is  about 
one-tenth  of  thoaeof  proper  ages  within  the 
regions  where,  apparently,  all  are  willing  to 
engage ;  and  tlie  sum  is  less  than  a  twenty- 
third  part  of  the  money  value  owned  by  the 
men  who  seem  ready  to  devote  the  wj^ole. 
A  debt  of  $600,000,000  novo  is  a  less  mm 
per  head  than  was  the  debt  of  our  Revolu- 
tion when  we  came  out  ol  Uiat  struggle; 
and  the  money  value  in  the  country  noir 
hears  even  u  <^reater  proportion  to  wimt  it 
was  then  than  docs  the  population.  Surely, 
each  man  has  as  strong  a  motive  new  to jwv* 
arrrt-  otir  Ubcrtiea  as  each  had  th«i  to  ntab' 
Huh  them. 

"  A  right  result,  at  this  time,  will  be  worth 
more  to  the  world  than  tea  ttmee  the  men 
and  ten  times  the  money.** 

The  cool  assuinptioTin  and  fluent 
sophistries  of  the  Confederates,  with 
regard  to  State  Rights,  are  very 
frankly  and  thoroughly  handled  by 
the  President;  hat  those  who  are 
familiar  with  the  teachings  of  Web* 
ster  and  Jackson  on  this  subject  can 
need  no  further  argument.  Mr.  Lin- 
coln thus  deals  with  the  fiction  of 
'  State  Sovereignty :' 

"The  States  have  their  statu*  tx  the 
Union ;  and  they  have  no  other  legal  ittatui. 
If  they  break  from  thi?.  they  can  only  do  so 
against  law  and  by  revolution.  The  I'nion, 
and  not  themselves  separately,  procured 
their  independence  and  their  liberty.  Bv 
conquest  or  purchase,  tho  Union  gave  eacn 
of  tnem  whatever  of  independence  and  lib- 
erty it  has.  Tho  Union  is  older  than  any  of 
the  States,  and,  in  fact,  it  created-  them  a$ 
States.  Originally,  some  independent  colo- 
nies mode  the  Union ;  and,  in  tarn,  the  Union 
threw  off  their  old  dependence  for  them  and 
made  thcra  States,  s\ich  as  they  are.  Not 
one  of  tltem  ever  had  a  State  constitution 
iudependeat  of  the  Union." 
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As  to  fhe  proper  division,  or  parti- 
lion,  i»f  powers  between  the  Federal 
and  the  State  governments,  he  says : 

"  Whatever  coaceras  the  whole  ghoald  be 
confided  to  the  whole— to  the  Oeneral  Gor- 

orntnont;  while  whatever  concerns  onlt/  the 
fc>tuto  should  he  left  ej^clusivel/  to  the  btute. 
This  tsall  there  Is  of  orifrinal  principle  about 

it.  Whether  the  Nritinnnl  Constitution,  in 
defining  boundaricH  bi  t  ween  the  two,  has 
applied  the  principle  witli  cxni  t  aceuracv,  is 
not  to  bo  questioned.  We  arc-  all  bound  by 
that  defining,  without  qiiei^tion." 

As  to  the  ahstract  justice  and 
rightfulness  of  Seces-sion,  ho  says: 

Whnt  h  now  combated  is  the  principle 
that  Secession  is  cotuistent  with  the  Uonstito- 
tion — is  liiir/ul  and  peacf/ul.  It  is  not  con- 
tended tliat  there  is  any  express  law  for  it ; 
ancl  nothin;;  should  ever  be  implied  as  law 
which  leads  to  unjust  or  ahsard  consetjuen- 
ces.  The  nation  porehased,  with  money,  the 
countrie*outof  whicli  st-vor.d  of  these  States 
were  formed.  Is  it  just  that  they  shall  go 
off  without  leave,  and  without  reftmding? 
The  nation  paid  very  l:ir;;o  sums  Cin  the  ag- 
p^ate,  I  believe,  nearly  a  hundred  millions) 
to  relieve  Florida  of  the  aboriginal  trthea.  Is 
it  just  that. slie  shall  no\v  he  off  without  con- 
sent, or  without  making  any  return?  The 
nation  is  now  in  debt  for  money  applied  to 
the  benefit  of  these  so-called  scccdinfr  Stales, 
in  common  with  the  rest.  Is  it  just,  either 
that  creditors  shall  go  unp.aid,  or  the  remam 
ing  States  pay  the  whole}  A  part  of  the 
present  National  <lebt  was  contracted  to  pay 
the  old  debts  of  Texas.  Is  it  just  that  slio 
ahall  leave,  and  pay  no  part  of  this  herself? 

Again :  If  one  State  may  secede,  so  may 
nnf»tlier ;  and  when  all  shall  have  seceded, 
none  is  left  to  pay  the  debts.  Is  this  quite 
-Jnst  to  creditors?  Did  we  notify  them  of 
this  sape  view  of  ours  wlion  we  borrowed 
their  money  ?  If  w«  now  recognize  this  doc- 
trine, by  allowingthoseoeders  to  go  in  peace, 
it  is  ditiieult  to  see  what  we  can  do  if  dtlicrs 
choose  to  go,  or  to  extort  terms  upon  which 
they  win  promise  to  remain." 

The  following  illnstralioii  of  the 

esBential  unreasonableness  of  SeceB* 

sion  is  infjcnioUR  and  striking: 

"  If  all  the  States,  save  one,  should  assert 
the  power  to  drive  that  one  out  of  the  Union, 
it  is  presumed  the  whole  class  of  seceder  poli- 
ticians would  at  once  deny  the  power,  and 
denounce  the  act  as  the  greatest  ontratre  upon 
State  Riu'li'-*.  Hut  sujiposo  that  j)rfcisL'Iy 
the  same  act,  instead  of  heiug  culled  *driviii<; 
the  ooo  <mt|*-8hmild  be  ohUm  *tbe  ^eoedlng 


of  the  others  from  that  one'  it  would  l>o 
exactly  wliat  the  secetlers  claim  to  do;  un- 
less, iudeetl,  they  make  the  point,  that  the 
one,  because  it  is  a  minority,  may  rightfully 
do  what  the  others,  because  they  are  a  ma* 
Joritj,  may  mt  rightfolly  do.** 

Ko  mention  of  Slaveiy  as  the 

grand,  inciting  caiuse  of  die  Bebel- 
lion  occurs  in  this  Message;  yet 
there  is  significance  in  the  iact,  t^ta- 
ted  by  tlie  President,  that,  while  all 
the  Free  States  had  been,  beyond  e.v- 
ception,  linn,  hearty,  and  zealous  in 
responding  to  his  ealls  for  troops : 

"None  of  the  States  commonly  called 
Slave  States,  except  Delaware,  gaTc  a  regi- 
ment through  regular  State  organization. 
A  few  regiment.s  have  been  organized  wiihin 
some  otbers  of  those  States,  by  individual 
enterpriaeu  and  received  into  the  Govern- 
ment sennoa.** 

But  that  this  is  esaentiallv  a  eon- 
test  between  aristocratic  assumption 
and  popular  liber^  the  President 
perceives,  and  does  not  hesitate  to 
dedara.  He  says: 

"  Our  adversaries  li.ave  adoptcl  «omo  dec- 
laraliuns  of  indupeuduuce,  in  which,  unlike 
the  good  old  one  penned  by  Jefferson,  they 
ofnit  the  words  'all  men  arc  created  equal.' 
Why?  They  have  adopted  a  temporary 
National  Constitution,  in  the  preamble  of 
which,  unlike  oar  good  old  one  signed  by 
Washington,  they  omit,  '  Wc,  tlie  people,' 
and  substitute  '  We,  the  deputies  of  ilu-  sove- 
reign and  independent  States.'  Whyt  Why 
this  deliberate  pressing  out  of  view  Uie  riglits 
of  men  and  the  authority  of  the  people  i 

'^^  This  is  essentially  a  people's  contest.  On 
the  side  of  the  Union.  It  is  a  struggle  for 
iii.-iintiiininp  in  the  world  that  form  and  sul)- 
stauue  of  governmeot  whose  leading  olyect 
is  to  devBto  the  condition  of  men— to  lift 
.irtifioial  weights  from  all  shoulders — to  clear 
ilie  paths  of  laudable  pursuit  for  all — to 
utford  all  an  nnfottered  start  and  a  ftur 
chance  in  the  r;ii-o  of  lite.  Yieldiufr  to  par- 
tiid  and  temporary  departuroSj  from  neces- 
sity, this  is  the  leading  object  of  the  Gov- 
ernment for  whose  existence  we  contend. 

I  am  most  happy  to  believe  that  the 
plain  peojjle  understand  and  appreciate  this. 
It  is  wortliy  of  not«  that  while,  in  this  the 
Government's  hour  of  trial,  large  nuuil)ers 
of  (lio-ie  iti  tlie  Army  aii<l  Navy  who  have 
heen  favored  with  the  offices  have  resigned, 
and  proved  fitlse  to  ^  hand  that  pampered 
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tTiem,  nof  one  common  soldier  or  common 
sailor  is  known  to  liuve  deHerteU  liis  H.ig. 

*"  Great  iiouur  i.s  due  to  those  officers  who 
remained  inio,  d^'!*i)itc  the  example  of  tlu-ir 
treacherous)  associates ;  but  the  greatest  iion- 
or,  And  moat  important  flwt  of  all,  is  the 
mumiinoas  finnness  of  the  common  soldiers 
and  common  sailora.  To  the  \wt  man,  m 
far  as  Icnown,  they  have  snccessfully  resisted 
the  traitoroos  efforta  of  thu»e  whose  com- 
man^  hot  an  honr  before,  they  obeyed  as 
ahr^oluto  law.  Tlii>  i-s  tfie  iiMtriotio,  instinct 
of  plain  people.  They  understand,  without 
an  argnmentf  that  the  deatroylur  the  Gor- 
ernmcnt  which  was  made  bj  waahington 
roean»  no  good  to  CAah. 

"  Our  popahir  government  has  often  been 
called  an  experiment.  Two  points  in  it  our 
])oople  have  already  settled:  the  successful 
e*tabluthing  and  the  suocemftU  ttdminitUr- 
ing  of  it.  One  still  remains:  its  successful 
vittiutenance  against  a  formidable  internal 
attempt  to  overthrow  it.  It  is  now  for  them 
to  demonstrate  to  the  world  that  those  who 
can  fairly  carry  an  election  can  also  suppress 
a  rebellion;  that  liall^ts  are  the  ri^'htrnl  and 

Kiceftilsncoessorsof  bnllets;  and  Uiat,  when 
lots  have  fairly  and  constitutionally  deci- 
ded, llierc  can  he  no  successful  appeal  back 
to  bullets;  that  there  can  be  no  successful 
appeal  except  to  ballots  themselves,  at  snc- 
eecdin;::  elections.  Such  will  he  a  jrreat  les- 
son of  peace;  teaching  men  that  what  they 
cannot  take  by  an  election,  neither  can  they 
take  by  a  war— teadiini:  all  the  folly  of  be- 
ing the  beginners  ut  u  war." 

He  cuQcludcs  his  Message  with 
these  impresBiT^  and  memorable 
words: 

^  It  was  with  the  deepest  regret  that  the 

Executive  found  the  duty  of  employing  the 
war  i)ower,  iu  defense  of  the  Government, 
forced  upon  him.  He  could  but  perform 
this  duty,  or  surrender  the  existence  of  the 
Government.  No  compromise  by  public 
servants  could,  in  this  case,  he  a  cure ;  not 
that  compromises  are  not  often  proper,  but 
that  no  popular  government  can  long  sur- 
vive a  marked  preeedt-nt,  that  those  who 
carry  an  election  can  only  save  the  Uovern- 
ment  from  immediate  destruction  by  giving 
up  tlio  main  point  upon  whieh  the  people 
gave  tlie  election.  The  people  themselves, 
and  not  tiieir  servants,  can  safely  reverse 
their  own  deliberate  derisions. 

''As  a  privatocitizeii,  the  P^xecntivo  could 
not  have  consented  that  these  institutions 
shall  perish;  much  less  could  he,  in  betrayal 
of  so  vast  and  so  sacred  a  trust  .ts  these  free 

Eeople  had  cotitiih  d  to  him.    lie  felt  that 
e  ha<l  no  moral  rijht  to  shrink,  not  even  to 
^unt  the  chances  of  his  own  life,  in  what 


mipht  follow.  In  full  view  of  his  profit  re- 
sponsibility, he  has,  so  far,  done  what  he 
has  deemed  his  dnty.  Ton  will  now,  ao- 
cording  to  your  own  judgment,  perform 
yours,  lie  sincerely  hopes  that  your  views 
and  yoor  action  may  so  accord  with  his  as 
to  assure  all  foithftil  citizens  who  have  been 
dlstnrbed  in  their  rights,  of  a  certain  and 
speedy  restoration  to  them,  nsder  the  Oon« 
stitution  and  the  laws* 

And,  having  thus  chosen  our  course, 
without  puilo  and  with  pure  purpose,  let  us 
renew  our  trust  in  God,  and  go  forward 
witiioat  fear  and  with  manly  hearts." 


Several  of  the  opening  days  of  the 
Se:^sii>ii  were  niuinly  devoted  hy  the 
IIou^c  to  the  oonsldenitioii  of  dis- 
])iite<l  chiims  to  seats — there  heing 
rival  claimants  from  Oregon,  from 
Nebraaka,  and  ftom  the  Ist  district 
of  Pennsylvania,  beside  three  mem- 
bers in  all  from  "^ii^nia,  whereof 
two  (Messrs.  Carlile  and  "Wlialey) 
were  chosen  from  Western  districts, 
by  heavv  votes,  on  the  recrulrir  dav 
of  election ;  wliilo  tlie  other  (Mr. 
Upton)  wa3  chosen  nnder  difi'erent 
auspices.  The  Convention  which 
passed  the  Ordinance  of  Seoesiioin 
had  assinmed  power  to  annnl  or  sna- 
pend  the  law  which  provides  that  a 
r(  i^ular  election  shall  be  held,  and 
^rembers  of  Congress  semi-annually 
chosen  thereat,  on  the  fourth  Thurs- 
day of  May  ;  luit  the  ])eople  of  West 
Virginia  lia<l  treated  this  action  of 
the  ('oiiveiitioii  as  a  nullity,  not  liav- 
ing  been  ratilied  by  a  popular  vote, 
as  the  law  calling  the  Convention  re« 
quired;  and  had  elected  in  its  despite. 
Congress  approved  and  sostained  this 
action,  and  Messrs.  Carlile  and  Wha- 
ley  held  their  seats  with  very  little 
dissent.  There  was  more  demur  as 
to  ]\Ir.  I'pt* Ill's  case — his  poll  being 
light,  tlie  time  an<l  manner  of  liis 
election  irregular,  and  he  having 
voted  in  Ohio  the  preceding  Novem- 
ber ;  bat  he  was  not  unseated.  The 
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remainino;  contorts  involved  no  ones-  |  nient;  Jrul  irhrrtas,  James  M.  >rftPon  nnd 

.   1     .,1  liolHTt  M.  T.  lluiitor.  Senators  from  Vif^ 

tion  coiiiioctc'd  with  Maverv  or  Be- 

cesBioii.    On  the  Sth,  the  House,  oil 

motion  of  Mr.  flolman  (Dem.),  of 

Ind.,  modified  at  the  suggestion  of 

Mr.  Hiekman  (Republican),  of  Pa., 

"  Re^oltrJ,  n»ut  the  House,  (luring  the 
jHvaent  eztraordioarj  seasion,  will  ovlj  con- 


•ider  bills  and  rMorations  coneerninf  the 

militiiry  and  naval  oj  irations  of  the  (iov- 
erament,  and  the  financiul  affairs  therewith 
oraneotod,  and  the  general  questions  of  a 
JodicUl  clinrncter;  and  all  Ml!-^  and  r<  m.Iu- 
ttoosof  a  private  character,  and  all  other  bills 
and  resolutions  not  directly  connected  with 
the  raisins  of  revenue,  or  afTcctinjr  the  mili- 
tary or  naval  aH'airs  of  the  Government, 
shall  bo  referrwl  to  the  ai>propriate  Com- 
mittees without  di-bate,  to  l<o  ron<«idered  at 
the  next  ri-gulur  session  of  Congress." 

On  the  Otb,  Mr.  Lovcjoy,  of  111., 
moved  the  following: 

Jiefolvfd,  That,  in  the  judgment  of  this 
House,  it  in  no  part  of  the  duty  of  the  sol 
diers  of  the  I'nited  States  to  capture  and 

return  fugitive  slaves." 

After  a  strenuous  effort  to  rule 
this  out  of  order,  as  precluded  bj 
the  resolve  before  quoted,  a  vote  was 
taken  on  a  motion  of  Mr.  Mallory,  of 
Kv.,  that  it  do  lie  on  the  table ; 
which  was  negatived :  Yeas  66 ; 
Nays  81.  Mr.  IjOvejoyV  resolve  was 
then  adoj)ted  :  Yeas  1'2 ;  Is'avs  5.") ; 
[the  Yeas  all  Ki'j>ubli('ans ;  Nay:^,  all 
the  Democrat  and  Border-State  con- 
servatives, with  Messrs.  Sheffield,  of 
R.  L,  Fenton,  of  N.  Y.,  Horton,  of 
Ohio,  Wm.  Eello^,  of  111.,  Nixon, 
<rf  N.  J.,  and  AVoodruff,  of  Conn.] 

On  the  lOthj  Mr.  Clark,  of  N.  H., 
proposed,  and  on  the  11th  the  Sen- 
ate adopted,  the  following : 

Whereas,  a  conspiracy  has  been  formed 
aftainst  the  peace,  union,  and  liberties  of  the 
I'eojilo  and  ( iovcrninent  of  the  I'liitcd  Stati-.s ; 
and,  iu  furtherunt  e  of  such  conspiracy,  a 
portion  of  the  people  of  the  States  of  Vir- 
piiiin.  Vorth  Carolina,  Son!li  Camlitia.  Ten- 
nessee, Arkanfiftis  and  Texas,  have  attempted 
to  withdrair  those  States  A-om  the  Unioii, 
and  are  now  hi  arms  against  the  Govern^ 


ginia;  Thoma:»  L.  Cliiiginan  and  Thoma(| 
Bragg,  Senators  from  North  C  arolina;  Janies 
Chesnut,  Jr.,  a  .Senator  from  South  Carolina; 
A.  O.  P.  Nicholson,  a  Senator  from  Tennes- 
see; William  K.  Sebastian  and  Charles  B. 
Mitoliell.  Senators  Iroju  Arkansas;  and  John 
Hemphill  and  Loais  T.  Wigfall,  Senators 
from  Texas,  have  fuled  to  apnear  in  their 
seats  in  the  Senate,  and  to  aid  the  (lovern- 
raent  in  this  important  crisis ;  and  it  is  ap- 
parent to  the  Senate  that  said  Senators  are 
engaged  in  said  oonspiracy  for  the  destriir- 
tion  of  the  Union  and  Government,  or,  with 
full  knowledfre  of  such  conspiracy,  hava 
failed  to  advise  the  flovernment  of  its  jiro- 
gress,  or  aid  in  its  sujipression :  Therefore, 

"  Retolred,  That  the  said  Mason,  Ilnnter, 
ClingTiuin.  Hragp.  Chesnut,  Nicholson,  Se- 
hastian,  Mitchell,  Ilem|)hill,  and  Wigfall,  be, 
and  they  hereby  are,  each  ond  all  of  them, 
expelled  from  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States." 

Messr?.  Bayard,  of  Del,  and  La.- 
thani,  »d'  Cal.,  goiigLt  to  have  tliis  so 
modilied  as  merely  to  declare  the 
seats  of  the  indicated  Senators  vacant 
and  strike  tiieir  names  from  the  roll 
but  the  Senate  rejected  the  amend- 
ment (Yeas  11 ;  Nays  32)  and  ]>a>>t'd 
the  original  resolve  :  Yeas  31  liepub- 
licans  and  McDougallf  of  Cal., — in 
all,  32 ; 

Kats  —  Messrs.  Bayard,  Breckinridge, 
Bright,  Johnson,  of  Mo.,  Johnson,  of  Tenn., 
Latbam,Ne0mitb,  Polk,PoweU,and  Rice— 10. 

The  Yice-President  thereupon  de> 
clared  the  resolve  adopted  by  a  two- 
thirds  vote. 

On  the  10th,  a  l)ill  reported  from 
tlie  Conunittee  of  (\)nimercp,  !>y  Mr. 
Wa.sldjurne,  of  III.,  providing  for  the 
collection  of  revenue  from  inii)ort> — 
adapting  our  revenue  laws  to  tlio 
state  of  facts  created  by  a  fomiida< 
ble  rebellion — autlunrring  the  Prcsi- 
dent  todesignate  other  places  as  ports 
of  delivery  instead  of  those  held  by 
Tlebels— also,  to  close,  by  proclama- 
tion, port^  so  bold — to  prohibit  all  in- 
tercouTBe  between  loyal  and  insurgent 
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districts,  etc.  etc. — was  passed,  under 

the  Previous  Question — Yeas  130; 

Nats— Messrs.  Burnett,  (Ky.,)  Ilardiog, 
(Ky.,)  Norton,  (Mo..)  (^eorgeH.  Pendl«ton, 
(Ol.in.-)  r^M.l.  (^f....)  Rt.hinaon.  (111..)  Vallan- 
digliam,  ((Jhio,j\'oorlieea,  (Ind.,)Wadawortli, 
(Ey..)  and  Wood,  (N.  T.>--10. 

This  biU  came  up  in  the  Senate, 

an  the  12ih ;  and,  n  ft  or  a  bri^  debate, 

was  passed  :  Teas  '.){] ; 

Nats— Messrs.  Breckinridge,  (Ky.,)  Bright, 
(Ind.,)  Johnson,  <Mo..)Kennedy,  (Md.,)  Polk, 
(Mo.,)  and  Powell,  (Ky.)— 6. 

Tlic  House,  on  the  10th,  likewise 
pa.s3ed  its  first  Loan  bill — authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  bor- 
row Two  Ilundrcd  and  Fifty  Millions 
of  Bollan,  fbr  the  support  of  the 
Oovemment  and  the  proflecntion  of 
the  War.  ICr.  Yallandigham,  of 
Ohio,  made  an  elaborate  speech,  in 
tliorongh-going  opposition  to  the  bill 
and  to  t!i"  entire  policy  of  'coercion 
submitting,  in  reply  to  a  question 
from  Mr.  Ilolman  (Dem.),  of  Ind., 
the  following  proposition,  as  embody- 
ing hia  viewB  tooching  the  genenl 
•nbject,  bnt  asking  no  present  action 
thereon: 

Rrfinhed,  That  tho  Fr fl ml  Govom- 
inent  is  the  agent  ut*  Uie  people  of  the  seve- 
ral  States  composing  the  Union ;  that  it  con- 
pi'sN  of  three  distinct  dc'i)!irtinents — tho  le- 
gislative, the  executive,  and  tho  judicial — 
Moh  eqaaily  n  part  of  tho  (Government,  and 
equally  entitled  to  the  roiifidenco  and  .•sup- 
port of  the  State:<  and  the  people  ;  and  tliat 
it  is  the  duty  uf  every  patriot  to  SOataiothe 
several  departments  of  the  Government 
in  tho  exercise  of  all  the  eonstitntional 
powers  of  each  whioh  jiiay  be  neoeasary 
and  proper  for  the  preservation  of  the  Gov- 
arnment  in  its  principles  and  in  Its  vigor 
and  intcf^rity,  and  to  .stand  hy  and  to  defend 
to  the  utmost  the  tlog  which  represents  the 
Government,  the  Union,  and  the  conntry.^* 

Mr.  TToi.man.  "WliiK' ilie  pcntle!nan  oon- 
sures  tho  Administration,  let  me  ask  him 
whether,  with  his  own  constituents,  he  is 
resolved  that  tho  Union  shall  be  maintained. 

Mk.  Vam.ankigham.  "My  votes  shall 
speak  for  me  on  that  subject  My  position 
is  defined  in  tho  rcHohition  just  read.  I  nin 
answerable  only  to  uiy  conscience  and  to 
my  constituents,  and  not  to  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana." 


The  bill  passed  nnder  the  provioai 

question :  Yeas  160; 

Nay.s.— Messrs.  Bnrnott,  nf  Ky..  Norton 
and  licid.  of  Mo..  Vallaudi;fham,  of  Ohio, 
and  B.  Wood,  of  N.  Y.  [The  three  first- 
named  went  over  to  the  Bobela  aooa  after 
the  close  of  the  session.] 

On  the  11th,  the  Army  Appropri- 
ation bill  being  nnder  conaideratton 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr. 
Vallandij^lumi  moved  to  add  this 

proviso: 

Provided,  however.  Tint  no  part  of  the 
money  hereby  appropriated  shall  be  em- 
ployed in  subjugating,  m  holding  aa  a  oon- 
qnered  i)rovince,  any  aovereipn  State  now 
or  lately  one  of  the  United  States ;  nor  in 
abolishing  or  interfering  with  AfHoan  Sla- 
very in  any  of  the  States." 

The  proviso  was  voted  dovm,  and 
the  hill  (apj>r()priating$16:,000,000) 
reported  and  })assed. 

On  the  13th,  the  bill  callinfr  out 
Half  a  Million  Volunteers  being 
under  consideration,  Mr.  Yallandig- 
ham  moved  to  add  to  it  (as  he  had 
already  done  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole)  the  ftUowing : 

**Pn9itUd  further,  Tliat.  b(>roro  tho 
Prerident  ahall  have  the  right  to  call  oat 
anj  more  volnnteers  than  are  now  In  the 

service,  he  shall  appoint  seven  Coinniis'-ion- 
crs.  whose  mission  it  shall  be  to  accoinponj 
the  army  on  its  march,  to  receive  and  con- 
sider such  propositions,  if  any.  as  may  at 
any  time  be  snbmittcd  by  the  Executive  of 
tiie  so-called  Confederate  States,  or  of  any 
one  of  them,  lookiii:»to  a  suspension  of  hos- 
tilities, and  the  return  of  said  States,  or  any 
of  them,  to  the  Union,  or  to  obedience 
the  Federal  Constitution  and  authorities." 

The  amendment  was  voted  down 

without  a  division,  and  the  bill 

passed. 

This  day,  Messrs.  John  S.  Oailik- 
and  Waitman  T.  Willey  presented 
themselves  as  Senators  ttom  the  State 
of  Virginia  (not  the  new  State  of 

West  Virginia,  since  organized),  vice- 
Hunter  and  Mason,  expelled  as  trai- 
tors. They  presented  crcdtnitiak,  set- 
ting forth  their  appointment  by  Govw 
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Pierpont  to  fill  the  existing  vacan- 
cies. ^lessTB.  Bayard  and  Saulsburv, 
of  Del.,  strenuously  resisted  their 
admis.-it»n — tlic  former  wishing  their 
credentiulrf  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary.  Mr.  Powell,  of 
Ky.,  also  oi)posed  their  acceptance  as 
Senators;  whldi  was  advocated  by 
Messrs.  Andrew  Johnson,  of  Tenn., 
Latham,  of  OaL,  Tmmbti]],  of  111., 
CoUamcr,  of  Vt.,  and  Ten  Eyck,  of 
N,  J.  !Mr,  Bayard's  motion  to  refer 
was  voted  down:  Yeas — Messrs. 
Bayard,  Bright,  Polk,  Powell,  and 
Saulsburv :  Navs  35 :  And  Messrs. 
Carlile  and  Willey  were  then  sworn 
in  and  took  their  seata» 

On  motion  of  Mr.  F.  P.  Blair,  the 
House  this  day  expelled  Jdm  B. 
Clark,  a  member-elect  from  Missouri 
(but  who  had  not  taken  his  seat^  be- 
cause he  liad 

taken  op  arms  agunst  the  Govemmeat 
of  ttMi  United  States,  and  now  holds  a  com- 
mission in  what  is  called  the  State  (Juunl  of 
Hissouri,  under  the  Rebel  (lovernnicnt  of 
that  State,  and  took  part  in  the  engagement 
at  BoonoTille  ogahiit  the  Uaited  Statee 
*  forces." 

This  wa.s  adopted  (after  an  at- 
tempt to  send  it  to  the  Committee  of 
Elections),  by  Teas  94  to  Na^fS  45, 
(nearly,  but  not  entirely,  a  party  yo^). 

On  the  15th,  Mr.  B.  "Wood,  of 
If,  Y.,  moved  that  it  be 

"  HetolreJ,  That  this  Confrress  reoomraond 
the  Governors  of  the  several  States  to  con- 
Tene  their  LegisUtnres,  for  the  purpose  of 
oalling  an  election  to  select  tvro  delegates 
from  ench  congressional  district,  to  meet  in 
gcnoral  Convention  at  T.otiisvillo,  in  Kt'n- 
tackj,  on  the  first  Houdajr  in  tieptember 
next:  the  purpose  of  tiw  add  OooTHition 
to  be  to  devise  mcosnres  tot  the  IMtonrtlon 
of  j)euco  to  the  country." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Washburnc,  of 
m.,  this  was  laid  on  the  table  :  Yeas 
92;  Nays  51. 

ifr.  Wm.  A.n«n  (Dem.),  of  Ohio, 
no¥ed  that  it  bo 


"  Tiexohrd,  That,  whenever  the  Stat^cf  now 
in  rebellion  a^jaiust  Lbo  General  Govern- 
ment shall  cease  their  rebellion  and  become 
loyal  to  the  Union,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  suspend  the  farther  prosecu- 
tion of  the  present  war. 

BmlMOy  That  it  is  no  part  of  the  ohieot 
of  the  present  war  against  the  rdNinioiit 
States  to  interfere  with  ths  inatitotioa  of 
Slavery  therein." 

Tills  was  ruled  out  of  order  with- 

out  dissent. 

Mr.  Vallandigham  here  moved  a 
long' series  of  resolves,  condemning 
as  unconstitutional  the  ineieajie  of 
the  Army,  the  blockade  of  the  ports 
of  the  insurgent  States,  the  seizore 
of  dispatches  in  the  telegra.]^  offices^ 
the  arbitrary  arrest  of  persons  sus- 
pected of  c(Hnplioity  v^th  treason, 
and  nearly  every  important  act  of 
the  President  in  resistanec  to  the 
Rebellion.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Love- 
joy,  of  111.,  these  resolves  were  un- 
ceremoniously laid"ou  the  table. 

A  bin,  introdneed  by  Mr.  Hick- 
man, of  Pa.,  defining  and  punishing 
conspiracies  against  the  United  Statea 
— presiding  tiiat  persons  who  con- 
Fpire  to  overthi-ow,  pnt  down,  or  de- 
stroy by  force,  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  or  to  levy  war  against 
the  same,  may  be  arraigned  for  trial 
before  any  U.  S.  district  or  circuit 
court,  and,  on  due  conviction,  may 
be  punished  by  fine  not  exceeding 
$5,000,  or  by  imprisonment  fat  not 
more  than  six  years,  was  now  called 
up  and  passed :  Yeas  123 ;  Nays  7. 
Most  of  the  Nays  were  opposed  not 
to  the  bill,  but  to  the  ]^recipitancy  of 
its  passage.  The  Senate  concurred, 
a  few  days  thcreatter,  and  the  bill 
became  a  law. 

Ux,  MoGlenuaid  (Dern.)^  of  HL* 
moved,  and  the  House^  bj  ISl  to  5, 
voted,  that 

**  Wktrnm^  a  portion  of  the  psoplssftha 
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United  Ptntos,  in  violation  of  their  Constita- 
tioiial  obligations,  have  takea  up  arras 
agafnit  the  National  Government,  and  are 

now  striving,  by  n^^frrossive  and  iniquitous 
war,  to  overthrow  it,  and  break  up  the 
Union  of  tliese  States :  Therefore, 

"  Ri mired,  Tluit  this  House  hcrcliy  jdedges 
itsclt  to  vote  for  any  nniouiit  of  money  and 
any  number  of  men  which  nmy  bo  necessary 
to  insure  a  speedy  and  effectual  suppression 
of  such  Rebellion,  and  the  perinauent  resto- 
ration of  the  Federal  authority  everywhere 
within  tlio  limits  and  Jurisdiotloa  of  the 
United  States.** 

Nays— Messrs.  nnrnett,  Qrid«r,  (^.,) 
Korton,  Keid,  and  Wood — 5. 

Mr.  Potter,  of  Wise,  offered  the 
following,  which  was  adopted  : 

RoBolced^  That  the  Committee  on  the 
Jodleiary  be  directed  to  Inqiifre  whether 

Hon.  Henry  May,  a  Representative  in  Coii- 

S«88  from  the  fourth  district  of  the  State  of 
sryland,  has  not  been  found  holding  crimi- 
nal inforconrse  and  corres|)o!!(!etice  with 
persons  in  artiied  rebellion  against  the  Gov- 
eminent  of  the  United  States,  and  to  make 
report  to  the  Ilou^o  as  to  what  action 
shonld  bo  taken  in  the  premises;  and  thai 
said  Committee  hsre  power  to  send  Ibrper* 
aooa  and  papers,  and  to  examine  witnesses 
on  oath  or  affirmation;  and  thut  said  Hon. 
Henry  May  he  notified  of  the  passage  of 
this  reaolutioo,  if  practicable^  before  action 
tboreou  by  the  Committee." 

Hr.  Ifajr,  being  ill,  was  not  llien 
in  bis  Beat;  but,  the  Committee  bal- 
ing reported,  on'  the  18th,  that  no 

evidence  had  been  presented  to  them 
lendintr  to  inculpate  Mr.  Mav,  he 
took  the  iloor,  and  made  what  ho 
termed  a  personal  exphuiation,  avow- 
ing tiiat  lie  had  been  to  Richmond 
<»i  an  errand  of  conciliation  and 
peace,  evincing  intense  bostOity  to 
the  Administration  and  the  War  on 
ite  part,  and  very  thorough  sjmpathj, 
at  least,  with  the  Baltimore  friends 
oftbeBebels.  Hesaid: 

*•  At  the  time  I  received  notice  of  this  ac- 
CBsation,  it  was  under  mj  consideration 
whether  I  eoald,  with  honor,  come  here, 

and  etiter  x\\h\\\  the  duiics  of  a  Tlopresontji- 
tivo  upon  this  tioor.  The  humiliation  that  I 
feJt  at  the  condition  of  mj  eonstltaenta, 
bound  in  chains;  absolutely  without  tho 
rights  of  a  free  people  in  this  land;  erer/ 


precious  right  belonging  to  them,  andir  tta 
OoQstitatioo,  prostrated  and  trample<l  in  the 
dost ;  military  arresta  in  ti»e  dead  hour  uf 
the  ni-jlil  ;  dra^rging  tho  most  honorable  and 
virtuous  citizens  £rom  their  beds,  and  con- 
fining them  in  forts ;  searches  and  seizures 
the  most  rigorous  and  unwarrantable,  with- 
out ])retezt  of  justification;  that  ]>recioua 
and  prioeleea  writ  of  habma$  corpus,  for 
wliich,  from  the  beginning  of  free  govern- 
ment, the  greatest  and  best  of  men  have 
lived  and  died— all  these  prostrated  m  tho 
dust;  and  hopeless  nnprisonnient  inllicted 
without  accasation,  withoBt  inquiry  or  in- 
vestigation, or  the  prospect  of  a  trial — Sir, 
is  there  a  representative  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  hero  in  this  body,  aciincnvi- 
edging  the  sympathy  due  to  popuhir  ri^'hts 
and  constitutional  liberty,  who  does  not  feel 
indignant  at  the  perpetration  of  these  out- 
rages f" 

With  regard  to  bis  peRnission  to 
visit  fiichmond,  be  said ; 

"  I  did  not  fee]  at  liberty  to  go  aeross  tfao 
Potomac  without  pertnission  of  the  authori- 
ties of  til  is  Govornment.   And  so,  I  felt  it 
tny  duty  to  wait  on  the  Chief  Magistrate, 
and  tell  him,  as  I  did,  most  frankly  and 
fully,  the  objects  of  niy  visit.    I  did  tiot  ask 
for  his  sanction ;  1  did  not  desire  it.    I  did 
not  wish  to  embarrass  the  Chief  Magistrate' 
i  n  such  n  way.  I  had  no  claim  upon  his  confi- 
dence ;  I  had  no  right  to  a<k  liim  for  any 
commission  or  authority ;  but  I  felt  it  was 
my  doty  to  state  to  hfan  distinctly  the  ob- 
jects which  governed  me,  and  obtain  his  per- 
mission to  cross  the  Potomac,   it  was  most 
distinctly  understood,  between  tibe  Presideot 
and  nic.  that  T  took  no  authority  from  hira 
— none  whatever ;  that  I  asked  for  none,  und 
disclaimed  asking  for  any ;  that  1  went  on 
the  most  private  mission  on  which  a  hum- 
ble cituen  could  go.    I  asked  his  consent, 
also,  to  obtain  Urom  the  miUtary  authorities 
a  pass.  Having  jurisdiction  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Potamac,  they  were  to  be  con* 
suited,  and  the  necessary  formalities  ob" 
served.  The  President  authorixed  mo  to  say 
to  Gen.  Soott  (hati  had  oonTened  with  him, 
.and  that,  while  he  gave  no  sanction  what- 
ever to  my  visit  to  fiichmond,  he  did  not 
ottiect  to  my  going  thera  on  mr  own  respoa- 
aibitt^.'* 

Mr.  Hay  oavefbUy  avoided  all  dis* 

closnre  of  the  purport  of  his  confer- 
ences with  the  Bebel  chiefs  at  Rich- 
mond ;  but  it  was  manifest  that  he 
visited  and  was  received  by  them  as 
a  sjrmpathiziDg  friend|  and  that  bit 
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commnnicatioixu  were  not  intended  to 
disconrage  them  in  their  efforts.  The 
conclusion  is  irresistible,  that  he  went 
to  liichraond  hopinp^  to  elicit  from 
the  Confederate  chiefs  Bome  proffer, 
overture,  or  aaaent,  looking  to  reunion 
on  their  own  terms,  bat  had  been  ut- 
terly disappoiBted  and  rebuffed.  He 
doBed  aafollowa: 

"  Mr.  Speaker,  all  tlio  crime,  all  the  trea- 
•on  of  this  actt  reiitd  on  ine,  and  ine  alone ; 
and  I  am  content,  in  the  sight  of  hi]fh  Heav- 
en, to  take  it  and  press  it  to  my  heart." 

Mr.  Francis  Thomas,  of  Maryland, 
replied  ably  and  thorou£;hly  to  Mr. 
May's  assaults  on  the  Administration 
and  its  ]toliey  of '  coercion;' ])ointing 
to  the  recent  vote  of  the  People  of 
ICaiyland  (44,000  Union"  to  24,000 
'^Peaoe*^  as  theur  verdict  on  the 
iflsues  whereon  the  President  was  ar- 
raigned by  his  ooUeagne.  He  said : 

"Tlie  apportionment  of  representatives  in 
the  Le((ialatnre  waa  made  in  old  colon inl 
times.  It  has  been  raotfified ;  bat,  up  to  tlils 
d  ly  and  liour,  tlie  nu^jority  of  tlio  people  of 
Har/laod  have  no  voico  ia  the  choice  of 
their  Legittatora.  Under  our  new  C^msti- 
tution,  however,  tlio  iniyority,  by  a  peneral 
ticket,  elect  a  Governor;  and,  at  the  la.st 
election,  thej  elected  one  reKponsive  to  tlio 
Bentitnentthat  boats  warmly  in  the  hearts  of 
the  people  of  Maryland.  Hut  the  Lcgisla- 
tore  of  if aryland,  elected  two  years  ago,  not 
■with  a  view  to  this  i^isuo,  have  been  encoded 
in  embarrassing  the  Governor  in  all  his  mea- 
sures of  policy.  One  of  those  uicasnres,  which 
Gov.  liiclcs  tboagbt  a  very  prudent  moiu^uro 
under  the  existing  state  of  things  in  Mary- 
la;i<l,  was  to  collect  the  arms  held  by  private 
citizens,  witliout  disUoction  of  i>artjr.  This 
the  Legislature  prevented  from  being  carried 
into  execution,  and  pa-sst-d  a  law  wIj'u  Ii  pocs 
verjr  (or  to  secure  arms  in  the  hands  of  indi- 
Tidoals.  Why!  If  the  dtizens  of  Maryland 
Arc  for  wnrrinp  attain st  the  Government,  they 
s!i<ml(l  not  be  permitted  to  have  arms.  If 
they  are  for  peace,  they  do  not  need  them; 
for  tlu'  arm  of  the  United  States  protcrts 
them,  and  the  banner  of  the  conlcdt^ra^  y 
.floats  over  them.  Why,  then,  have  the  I.e 
|dalatare  interposed  obstructionH,  by  law,  to 
the  collection  of  amisf  Do  they  think  it 
prudent  to  leave  them  in  the  hands  of  pri- 
vate holderSk  to  be  concealed  whore  tliey  can- 
not be  fimadf  It  could  not  be  for  the  pur- 
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pose  of  upholding  the  la^s  of  the  Union.  It 
could  not  bo  to  uphold  the  statutes  of  Mary- 
land. The  I'resident  of  the  United  States  is 
faithful  to  his  duty;  and  the  people  of  ill*- 
rylatid  are  faithful  to  theirs." 

The  bill  providing  for  the  reorgan- 
ization of  the  Army  being  this  day 
before  the  Senate,  Kr.  Powell,  of 
Kentucky,  proposed  to  add  to  it  the 
following: 

•'''And  he  it  furthtr  mncted.  That  no  part 
of  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  employed  or  used  In  mbjecting  or 

holdini;  as  a  conquered  province  any  sove- 
reign btate  now  or  lately  one  of  tlie  United 
Btatei.** 

Mr.  J.  fl.  Lane,  of  Eaaaas,  moved 
to  amend  this,  by  adding, 

"  Unless  a  tnilitary  necessity  shall  exist  in 
enforcing  the  laws  and  ninintiining  the  Ooo- 

stitution  of  the  Union." 

A  very  able  and  earnest  debate 
ari>se  hereon,  wherein  Messrs. 'Pow- 
ell, Polk,  and  Bright,  on  the  out 
hand,  and  MeaarB.  Sherman,  of  Ohio^ 
Browning,  of  Blinoia,  Lane,  of  £an> 
sas,  Fessenden,  of  Maine,  etc,  on  the 
other,  took  part  Mr.  Lances  aincnd- 
ment  was  rejected  by  Yeas  11  (all 
Republicans)  to 

Nats  —  Heesrs.  Breckinridge,  Bright, 
Browninf^,  Oarlile,  Doolittle,  Fessenden, 

Foster.  (Jriraca,  Hale,  Harris,  Howe,  .lohn- 
son,  of  Tenn.,  Johnson,  of  Mo.,  Kennedy, 
Latham,  McDongBll,  Uorrill,  Nesmith^  PoU^ 
Powell,  Saalsbury,  Shemum,  Ten  E^cki  and 

Willey— 24. 

Mr.  Sherman,  of  Ohio,  now  moved 

the  following  as  a  substitute  for  Mr, 

Powell's  proposition : 

*''And  he  it  further  enaeted,  That  the  pur- 
poses of  the  niilitury  cjitablishment  provided 
for  in  this  act  are  to  preserve  the  Union,  to 
defend  the  property,  an<l  to  maintidn  the 
constitational  aatbority.of  tho  G  ovornTuent." 

This  was  adopted,  after  debate; 
Yeas  33;  Nays  4.  [Brec'kinridi:^e  and 
Powell,  of  Ky.,  Johnson  and  Polk,  of 
MifisourL] 

As  Mr.  Powell  s  amendment  wai 
thns  superseded,  Mr.  Breckfairidge 
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now  moved  the  followiiig,  m  m  addi- 
tion to  the  amendment  jnrt  adopted : 

•'Bnt  the  Army  and  Navy  sliall  not  Lo 
•mplojred  for  the  purpose  of  satyunituig  any 
State,  or  redodnff  U  to  the  omuition  of  a 
Territory  or  proraioe^  or  to  aboUah  Sbvrery 

therein." 

This  was  rejected  by  the  following 
vote : 

YEAft— Me«sr«.  BrecWnridpc,  Bright, W.  P. 
Johnson,  of  Mo.,Kennedr,  Latiiam,  Netmith, 
PoUt,  Powell,  and  Soulsbnry— 9. 

Nats — ^Messn.  Anthony,  Bini^ham,  Broim- 
itiff,  Carlilo,  Chandler,  Clark,  Collamer, 
Cowan,  DooUttle,  Fossenden,  Foot,  Foster, 
Orlmea.  Hale,  Himan,  Harris,  Howe,  John- 
son, of  Tenn.,  King,  Lane,  of  Ind.,  Lano,  of 
Kansas,  JllcDougall,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Sher- 
man. Sumner,  Tea  Eyek,  Wade,  Willej,  and 
Wilson— 80. 

The  original  amendment  was  then 
rejected,  so  as  to  strike  out  all  these 
declaratory  propor^itiont^,  and  leave 
the  bill  as  it  came  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole;  when  it  was  en- 
grossed, read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed. 

Bearing  in  mind  that  this  debate 
occurred  three  days  before  the  battle 
of  Bull  Run,  that  it  was  initiated  by 
a  pro-Slavery  Democrat  from  Ken- 
tucky, and  that  it  occnrrotl  when 
loyal  men  still  generally  and  confi- 
dently exj)ccted  that  the  Rebellion 
vould  soon  be  suppressed,  leaving 
Slaver  J  intact,  it  maj  be  vreH  to  note 
some  of  the  significant  Intimations 
which  it  elieited  fixmi  the  more  oon- 
aenrative  BepnUicans;  as  follows: 

Mr.  Dixon  (of  Conn.)  "Mr.  President, 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  PoweliJ 
has  alluded  to  remarks  of  mine,  and  has  said 
that  I  have  declared  on  this  flfwr,  that,  if  it 
were  necessary  to  abolish  blavery  in  order 
to  save  the  Union,  5>Iavery  should  be  abol- 
ished. Mr.  President,  I  have  firii<l  no  such 
thing.  ^Vhat  I  said  was  this:  that,  if  the 
war  should  bo  persisted  in,  and  be  lonp  pro- 
tracted, on  the  part  of  the  South,  and,  in  the 
course  of  its  progress,  it  should  turn  out  that 
cither  this  (loverninent  or  Slavery  mu.st  be 
destroyed,  then  the  people  of  the  North — 
the  eontercative  pco[)l«i  of  the  North — would 
•ay;  '  Uathcr  than  let  tlio  (lovcrnment  per- 
ieh,  let  SiaTeijr  perish.*    That  is  what  I 


said ;  and  I  say  it  now,and  fihall  continue  at  all 
times  to  say  the  same ;  not,  by  any  mean8,asa 
threat,  but  as  a  warn  i  n  g  and  an  admonition.** 

Mr.  BBowNiN-r,  (of  111.)  "Mr.  Pref^ident, 
I  couuut  say,  in  common  with  the  Senator 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Carlile],  that  I  refnvt 
that  tliis  amendment  h.as  been  proposed  to 
the  Senate.  I  shall  certainly  vote  a;j:aiiist 
it ;  it  does  not  meet  my  views,  nor  reoeive  uiy 
a[)prol)ation  ;  but  it  ni;iy  still  bo  well  that  it 
has  been  otiered;  a.s  it  alYonla  us  an  oppor- 
tunity of  comparing  not«s,  understanding 
the  opinions  of  each  other,  and  giving  the 
country  at  large  a  distinct  understanding  of 
what  the  purpose  and  intentions  of  the  Coii- 
gresa  of  the  United  States  are.  I  speak  only 
for  one;  I  intend  to  speak  rvtj  briefly,  bat 
very  plainly,  my  sentiinonta  on  this  subject. 

differ,  furthermore,  from  the  Senator 
ftwn  Virginia,  in  the  supposition  that  the  in- 
stitution of  Slavery  has  had  nothing  to  do 
in  involving  the  country  in  tlie  calamities 
which  now  press  upon  it.  Had  it  not  been 
for  the  seiitinieiits  and  opinicftis  which  are 
engendered,  ibstered,  and  cherished  by  the 
institution  of  Slavery,  I  eannot  penmade  mj- 
self  to  believe  that  there  ever  would  have 
been  found  a  disloyal  heart  to  the  American 
Constitution  upon  the  American  conti- 
nent. 1  believe  that  the  whole  trouble 
has  grown  ont  of  the  institntion  of  Slavery, 
and  its  presence  among  us;  and  (as  I  re- 
marlted)  tlio  sentiments  and  opinions  whioh 
it  neeesaarily  engenders,  fosters,  and  eher- 
i.shes.  Tlio  war.  it  is  true,  is  not  a  war  for 
tlio  extermination  of  Slavery.  With  the  in- 
8titution  of  Stavery  where  it  eriste,  the  Oen- 
erul  Government  has  nothing,  as  a  Govern- 
ment, to  do;  nur  has  the  General  Govern- 
ment over  assnmed  the  power  of,  in  anj 
shape  or  manner,  controlling  the  institution 
of  Slavery,  (»r  its  management,  m  the  States 
where  it  exiiti.  The  General  Oororntuciit 
has  never  been  aggressive  either  upon  the 
Slave  States  or  upon  the  institntion  of  Sla- 
very, These  troubles  have  all  grosvn  out  of 
precisely  theoppoaite — ^not  the  aggressions 
of  the  Oeneral  Oovemnieot,  or  of  the  Free 
Suites — but  out  of  the  aggressions  of  Slavery 
itself^  and  its  continual  straggles  for  ezpan- 
rion  and  extensiMi  to  oonnmea  where  it  had 
no  right  to  po,  and  where  our  fathers  never 
intended  it  should  go.  If  Slavery  had  been 
content  to  remain  where  the  Gonstitution 
placed  it — if  H  h.id  l)een  content  with  the 
privileges  and  ininiunities  which  the  Consti- 
tution guaranteed  to  it — the  Free  States  and 
the  Slave  States  of  this  Union  could  have  lived 
together  in  a  perpetual  bond  of  fraternity. 

'*  Mr.  President,  History  gives  no  instance, 
in  mj  Judgment,  of  such  long-suffering  and 
IbrixMraneo  as  there  has  been,  not  by  tlie 
people  of  the  Slave  States,  but  as  there  has 
been  exhibited  by  the  people  of  the  iTr*** 
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States  of  thisFnion,  in  the  endurance  of  out- 
rage, wruugtt,  aoU  opprcs^ious,  that  Uiey 
faaveiittflenM  al  the  baiicb  of  that  ioititntion, 
ami  those  who  inafntain  the  institutioti,  and 
huvesiificreil  from  their  stnirig  and  endiirinj^ 
derolion  to  the  General  Govertiiiicnt — to  the 
UHtitiitions  that  our  fathers  ri<  !iii  v»."d  for  us, 
and  trauHUiitteU  to  us.  Itiiiiik  1  sliould  not 
be  at  all  uisMken  in  awerting  that,  for  every 
slave  that  ha«  ever  been  seduced  from  the 
service  of  his  owner,  by  the  interference  of 
oiUzensof  tho  Free  States  with  the  mntitu- 
tion  where  it  exists,  more  than  tea  free 
white  men  of  the  Free  States  of  thia  Union 
have  heen  outraped — every  priviU  f^e  of  free- 
dom trodden  opon— every  right  of  person  vio- 
Inted  — bylawfeu  mobs  In  the  Slave  States. 
We  have  borno  all  this  uncoin|ilaininply ; 
wo  have  borne  it  without  a  rounour,  because 
we  were  willing  to  bear  it — willing  to  make 
f!ie  s.ii  riricc,  for  t!io  sake  of  t!)o  f^lorious  in- 
stitmioiid  tlial  were  the  cotiiiaoti  property 
and  common  blessing  of  us  all. 

"Mr.  President,  we  have  not  invited  this 
war:  the  people  of  the  loyal  states  of  the 
Union  are  in  no  degree  responsible  for  the 
calamities  that  are  now  npon  the  country : 
we  gave  no  occasion  for  them.  There  is,  in 
the  history  of  man,  no  instance  of  so  stupen- 
doos  a  conspiracy,  so  atrooioas  a  treason, 
so  ranseless  a  rebellion,  as  that  which  now 
e\i-i'  in  tliis  coniitry ;  and  for  what  purpose? 
What  wrong  had  we  ever  done  to  the  81ave 
States,  or  to  the  instttntioo  of  SlaTery  ?  I 
liHve  heard,  in  .ill  the  assaults  that  have  been 
made  on  this  Administration,  no  single  spe- 
cification of  one  ii\}ii8tioe  Hiat  they  had  ever 
suffered  at  the  hands  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, or  at  the  handn  of  the  Free  States,  or 
of  tlie  people  of  the  Free  States. 

"  Mr.  President,  I  am  not  prepared  to  ad- 
rait,  either — as  some  gentlemen  take  pains 
to  ezpl^n — that  this  is  not  a  war  of  subju- 
gation. If  it  is  not  a  war  of  subjugation, 
what  is  itf  What  was  it  set  on  foot  for,  if 
it  is  not  for  the  sole,  identical  purpose  of 
sabjogating  the  atrooioas  RebeUion  that 
•listB  in  the  oomitnrf** 

Mr.  SiiEnMAK.  **My  friend  will  aUownef* 

Hr.  BjtowioirOk   ^  Certainly." 

ICr.  SnmfAK.  "VyfKesdmfannderstood 
my  language.  I  said  distinctly  that  it  was 
not  the  purpose  of  this  war  to  subjugate  a 
State,  a  poliuoal  oommnnity ;  but  i  will  go 
as  f;ir  as  ho  or  any  other  living  man  to  up- 
hold the  Government  against  all  rebellious 
citizens,  whether  there  be  one  or  many  of 
them  in  a  State.  If  nine-tenths  of  the  peo- 
ple of  any  State  rebel  against  the  authority 
of  this  Government,  the  nhysical  power  of 
this  Government  should  be  brought  to  re- 
duce those  citizens  to  sabjection.  The  State 
sonrives ;  and,  I  have  no  doubt,  the  State  of 
Sonih  Carolina,  and  the  State  of  Florida, 


and  the  State  of  Virginia,  will  bo  repre- 
sented on  this  floor  long  alter  the  honorable 
Senator  and  I  have  fllleu  the  mission  allotted 

to  us." 

Mr.  Bkownino.  *'I  trust  so.  I  will  not 
stop  to  deal  with  technicalities;  I  care  not 
wliether  you  call  it  the  suhjn'_»ation  of  tho 
people  or  tho  subjugation  of  the  iState, 
where  all  tho  authorities  of  a  State,  where 
all  the  officers,  who  are  tho  embodiment  of 
the  power  of  tho  State,  who  speak  for  tho 
State,  who  represent  the  government  of  tho 
State,  where  they  are  all  disloyal  and  banded 
in  treasonable  confederation  against  thfa 
(Jovernment,  I,  for  one,  am  for  subjugating 
them;  and  yon  may  call  it  t)ie  subjugation 
of  the  State,  or  of  the  peo|>lo,  just  as  you 
jih  aso.  I  want  this  Uebeliion  put  down, 
this  wicked  and  causeless  treason  punished, 
and  an  example  given  to  the  world  that  wlU 
teach  them  that  tlicre  isa  power  in  the  freo- 
mo:i  of  tliis  eoiilint-nt  to  maintaiu  acoustic 
tutioiKi!  i,'((VcTnnient. 

'•Why,  Mr.  President,  it  is  jnst  a  strn  '-lo 
to-day — tho  whole  of  tliis  light  is  about  that, 
aTid  nothing  else — whether  there  shall  bo 
any  longer  any  such  thing  as  government  on 
this  continent  or  not :  and  tlie  very  moment 
that  tl)e  doctriiu'  of  Secession,  the  very  mo- 
ment that  tho  astounding  heresy  of  Seces- 
sion, is  admitted,  in  any  sense  or  in  any 
depree.  government  is  overthrown ;  bo- 
caus>,  if  there  be  any  such  thing  as  a  right 
existing  in  a  State  to  secede  at  any  time  at 
her  will  —  eanst-lessly  to  dismember  this 
Uuion  and  overthrow  this  Government — 
there  is  an  end  to  ail  constitutions  and  aQ 
laws ;  and  it  is  a  struggle  to-day  for  the  liHl 
of  the  nation.  Thei/  havo  assailed  that  life : 
wshave  not  done  it  ;  and  all  that  the  Gov- 
ernment has  done,  and  .all  that  tho  Adminis- 
tration i)roposc3  to  do,  is  in  necessary  self- 
dofeuse  against  a.ssaults  that  arc  made  upon 
the  very  life  of  tlie  nation.  ♦  ♦  *  Now, 
Mr.  President,  one  thing  more.  It  is  better 
that  people  everywhere  should  understand 
rccisely  what  is  going  on,  what  has  hap- 
•^•iied,  and  what  is  to  happen.  For  one, 
should  rejoice  to  see  all  tho  States  in  re- 
bellion return  to  their  allegiance ;  and,  if 
they  return.  If  they  lay  down  the  arms  of 
their  relirlli  in,  and  come  b.ack  to  their  duty 
and  their  obligations,  they  will  be  as  fully 
protected  now,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  as 
they  have  ever  been  before,  in  all  their 
rights,  imluding  the  ownership,  use,  and 
management  of  slaves.  Let  flMNn  rotum  to 
their  alle^rianro ;  and  I,  for  one,  am  now  for 
giving  to  the  Slfivo  States  as  fuiiy  and  eoiu- 
pletely  all  tho  protection  CMfthe  Constitution 
and  laws  as  th>  \-  have  ever  enjoyed  iaa^J 
past  hour  of  (mr  existence. 

"  But,  sir.  let  us  understand  another 
thing.  As  I  have  already  aaid,  the  power 
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■to  terminate  this  war  now  is  not  with  ns. 
The  power  is  with  ua,  bat  nut  to  toruioate 
It  instantly.   We  will  terminate  it,  if  it  is 

not' tc  r'niii.'itod,  ns  it  should  be,  by  tiioso 
rmho  buguu  iU  liut,  sir,  I  say,  for  one — I 
^peak  for  myself,  and  myaelf  only,  bat  I  be- 
lieve, ill  SI)  speukiiiL'.  I  utter  the  sontinient-s 
which  will  buiht  trom  every  free  lieart  in 
all  the  Northern  States  of  the  confederaoy — 
tliiit,  if  onr  bretln-en  of  tiio  South  do  force 
upou  IIS  tiio  dintiuct  issue — *  Shall  this  Gov- 
ernment be  overthrown,  and  it  and  all  the 
hopes  for  civil  liberty,  all  the  hopes  for  tlio 
oppressed  and  down  trodden  of  all  the  des- 
potisms of  the  earth,  po  down  in  one  dark, 
ajpeary  night  of  hopelessness  and  de««pair?' — 
.If  they  force  upon  ns  the  issue  whether  the 
Government  shall  go  down,  to  maintain  tlie 
Inatittttiou  of  Slavery,  or  whether  Slavery 
ahall  be  obliterated,  to  sustain  the  Constitu- 
tion and  tlie  (IiivrriKiiciit  for  \vhic;h  our 
fiithers  fought  and  bled,  and  the  principles 
that  were  cemented  in  their  blood — I  say, 
sir.  when  the  issue  comes,  when  they  force 
it  upon  Mn,  that  one  or  the  other  is  to  be 
overthrown,  then  I  am  for  the  Government 
and  n£ra^n^<t  Slavery;  and  niy  voice  and  my 
vot«  sliali  be  for  sweeping  lliu  last  vestipe 
of  barbarism  from  tkefaceof  tlic  continent. 
I  trust  that  necessity  may  not  be  forced  on 
us;  but,  when  it  in  forced  upon  us,  let  us 
meet  it  like  men,  and  not  shrink  from  the 
high  and  holy  and  sacred  dntiea  that  are 
laid  upon  as,  as  the  conservators  not  only  of 
governnient,  but  as  tlie  mnservntors  of  the 
eternal  principles  of  justice  and  ireedom  for 
the  whole  human  family. 

"It  U  better,  Mr.  President,  that  wo 
should  understand  each  other ;  and  I  repeat, 
in  concluirion,  that,  when  the  issue  comes— 
and  jyit(>onies — it  comes  1)efanP0  it  is  forced 
upon  us ;  it  comes  upon  us  as  a  hard,  un- 
welcome necessity — I  trust  we  sluiU  be  found 
adequate  to  tlio  cincru'enry I  trust  tiiat  our 
hearts  will  not  fail  us  in  the  day  of  that  ter- 
rible eoniiet-~for  it  \b  to  be  &  terrible  one, 
if  this  war  goes  on.  If  rebellion  does  not 
recover  of  its  madness — if  American  citizens 
will  continue  so  infatuated  as  to  prosecute 
still  furtiier  this  nnnatural  war  against  tlie 
best  and  most  blessed  Goveraraent  that  tlio 
world  has  ever  known — this  issue  may  be 
forced  upon  us.  I  it  is  not  true,  as  gen- 
tlemen nave  ventnred  to  assert,  that,  if  it 
were  known  by  the  people  of  the  prcat 
Nortlnveiit  that,  in  any  possible  contingency, 
this  war  might  result  in  the  overthrow  and 
extermination  of  Sluviry,  thoy  would  no 
longer  give  their  su[»i)()rl  to  this  Govern- 
ment. If  it  were  known  or  believed  by 
the  people  of  the  frreat  Northwest  that  this 
Government  should  become  so  recreant  to 
its  duties  as  to  shrink  from  meetUig  that 
great  question,  when  forced  upon  us,  in  my 


opinion,  they  would  descend  in  an  avalanche 
upon  this  Capitol,  and  hurl  us  from  tho 
piaeea  we  ahonid  1m  unworthy  to  fill. 

"  Wo  do  not  desire  this  issue  ;  we  do  not* 
want  this  necessity ;  but  we  have  no  power 
to  prevent  it ;  and  it  is  better  that  the  peo- 
ple everywhere  should  understand  that^lt. 
the  necessity  is  forced  upon  us,  our  chofiji 
is  promptly,  instantly,  manfhlly  made,  and 
made  for  all  time— tliat  we  make  the  de- 
cision, and  we  will  abide  by  the  decision,  to 
st^nd  by  the  Government;  and,  if  it  does 
po  down — if  not  only  this  nation,  but  tlio 
great  brotherhood  of  mankind  everywhere, 
is  to  witness  that  anspeakable  and  unheard 
of  calamity  of  tlie  overthrow  of  co-istitn- 
tional  government  here— let  ns  po  down  in 
a  manly  eflfortto  mstain  and  ujibold  it,  and 
to  $u)eep  AMoy  tk$  eaurn  thai  Uroughl  tantn 
m  all  thu  troubU,**    •    •    •  ♦  •  * 

Mr.  Carlile,  of  Ya.,  havinpr  de- 
raurrt'd  to  these  views, Mr.  Browning 

rejoined,  a.s  follows: 

"If  he  understood  mo  as  annonncinp  any 
wisli  or  any  intention  that  tiiis  war  should 
be  a  war  waged  against  Slavery,  he  totally 
misapprehended  my  moaning." 

Mr.  Caei.u.k.  "I  did  twl  so  understand 
the  Senator." 

Mr.  Bhowkixo.  *^For  I  took  especial 
pains  to  say  that  I  would  rejoice  to  see  this 
war  terminated;  and,  if  tlie  iusiitutioti  stid 
existed  when  it  is  terminated,  I  should  be 
for  giving  it  Uien,  as  we  had  always  done 
heretofore,  in  the  best  faith  in  the  world, 
every  possible  protection  Uiat  the  Constitu- 
tion and  laws  intended  it  should  have ;  bnt 
that,  if  the  issue  was  forced  upon  us — as  it 
might  be— to  make  a  rhoico  between  tlie 
Government,  on  the  one  side,  and  Slaverv 
on  the  other,  then  I  was  iV^r  the  (Jovrrnment.'' 

Mr.  SnER.MAN,  of  Ohio.  "  I  do  not  under- 
stand either  the  Senator  from  lvans,as  on  my 
right,  or  the  Senator  from  ronueeticut,  or 
the  Senator  from  Kansas  behind  mo,  to  say 
that  it  is  the  purpose  of  this  war  to  abolish 
Slavery.  It  is  not  waged  for  any  such  pur* 
pose,  or  with  any  such  view.  They  have 
all  (li^rlalmed  It.  Why,  th<.-ii,  does  the  Sen- 
ator [Mr.  PowellJ  insist  upon  it  ?  I  will  now 
say,  and  the  Senator  may  make  tlie  most  of 
it,  that^  rather  than  see  one  singK;  foot  of 
this  country  of  oura  torn  from  the  national 
domani  by  traitors,  I  will  myself  see  the 
slaves  set  free;  bnt,  at  the  saiiii>  tune,  I 
utterly  disclaim  any  purpose  ot  thai  kind. 
If  the  men  who  are  now  waging  war  against 
the  (lovernment,  fitting  out  piratfs  against 
our  commerce,  going  buck  to  tiie  ohl  mode  of 
warfare  of  the  middle  ages,  should  prosecut* 
this  BebeUion  to  such  an  extent  that  tbeM 
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is  no  way  of  conqnering  Sooth  Oarolirui,  for 
instance,  except  by  euiancipatini;  Ler  slaves, 
I  say.  Emancipate  her  slaves  and  conquer  her 
rebellions  citizona;  and,  if  thej  have  not 
people  there  enongh  to  elect  members  of 
Congress  anil  Soiiaiors,  we  will  send  people 
Uiere.  Lot  there  bo  no  luisunderstanding 
my  position ;  I  wish  it  distinctly  understood ; 
bat,  at  tlio  s:rno  time.  I  u(teriy  disclaim  that 
it  was  any  jmrpose,  or  idea,  or  object  of  this 
war  to  free  the  slaves.  On  the  contrary,  I 
atn  in  favor  of  the  Constitution  as  it  is ;  I  am 
in  favor  of  jjiviiig  the  people — the  loyal  jwo- 
ple — of  the  Southern  Dtafeea,  every  constitu- 
tional rifxlit  tli.it  f!iryno\v  possess.  I  voted 
last  Winter  to  (.  Uauge  tlio  Constitution  for 
tbdr  benefit— to  give  tlient  new  guarantees, 
*  new  eondiliona.  I  would  not  do  that  now  : 
bnt  I  did  last  Winter.  I  will  give  them  all 
the  Oonstitntion  gives  them,  and  no  more." 

ICr.  John  J.  Crittenden,  of  Ey.,  on 
the  19th,  Bubmitted  to  the  House  the 
following: 

"  Eeml9$i  iff  the  HoxtM  of  Repretentatite* 
of  thf.  C'ni'jrrxi^  nf  the  United  St'ife)*,  'I'liat 
the  prust'iii  deplorable  civil  war  has  been  ■ 
forced  upon  the  counUybjthe  Bisunionists 
of  tlie  Southern  States  now  in  revolt  against 
the  constitutional  Government,  and  in  arms 
around  the  capital;  that,  in  this  national 
emergency,  Congress,  banishing  all  feeling 
of  mere  passion  or  resentment,  will  reoolleet 
only  its  duty  to  Uio  whole  country;  that 
this  war  is  not  waged,  on  our  jiart,  in  any 
spirit  of  oppression,  nor  for  any  purpose  of 
conquest  or  subjugation,  nor  purpose  of  over- 
throwing or  interfering  with  the  rights  or 
established  institutions  of  those  States;  but 
to  defend  and  mainlilin  the  suj)reinary  of  tho 
Oonstitntion,  and  to  preserve  the  I'nion,  with 
an  the  dignity,  equality,  and  rights,  of  the 
several  States  unimpaired;  and,  a,s  soon  as 
thcao  objects  are  accomplLihod,  tho  war 

ongbt  to  oesse." 

Hi.  Stevens,  of  Pa.,  objectiiig, 
The  resolution  oonld  not  be  con- 
sidered forthwith ;  but  it  was  taken 
npon  Monday,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Burnett,  of  Ky.,  divided — the  vote 
being  first  taken  on  so  much  of  the 
resolution  rb  precedan  and  includes 
the  word  "  capital,"  wliicli  was  adopt- 
ed by  Yeas  121  ;  Navs  — Messrs.  Bur- 
nett and  Keid — ^^liebels:)  when  the 
Temainder  was  likewise  adopted: 
Teas  117;  Nays— MessiB.  Potter^  of 


Wis.,  and  Kiddle,  of  Ohio — (Repub- 
licans.) Mr.  Burnett  declined  to  vote. 

It  is  worthy  of  record  that  on  this 
sad  day,  while  Washington,  crowded 
with  fugitives  from  the  routed  Union 
Grand  Army,  seemed  to  lie  at  the 
mercy  of  the  Rebels,  Congress  l^;ia- 
lated  calmly  and  popdoitly  throujB^ 
out;  and  the  House,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Yaadever,  of  Iowa,  unanimously 

"  rrnoh-rd.  That  the  maintenance  of  the 
Constitution,  the  preservation  of  the  Union, 
and  the  enforcement  of  the  laws,  are  .sacred 
trust'?  which  must  be  executed:  that  no  dis- 
aster shall  discourajfe  us  from  the  most  am- 
ple performance  of  tJiis  high  duty ;  and  that 
we  pledge  to  tho  country  and  the  world  tho 
employment  of  every  resource,  national  and 
individnal,  for  the  suppression,  overthrow, 
and  punishment  of  Kebels  in  arms.'" 

Mr.  Andrew  Johnson,  of  Tenn., 
on  the  24th,  moved  in  the  Senate  a 
resolution  identical  with  that  of  Mr. 
Crittenden,  so  recently  adopted  by 
the  House ;  which  was  zealously  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Polk  and  Breckin- 
ridge, and,  on  spedal  groonda,  bj 
Mr.  Trumbull,  who  said : 

'*  As  that  resolution  eontjiins  n,  statement 
which,  in  my  opinion,  is  untrue,  that  this 
capital  is  surrounded  by  armed  men«  who 
started  this  revolt,  I  cannot  vote  for  it  I 

shall  say  '  Nay.' 
"I  wi.nli  to  add  one  word.   The  revolt 

was  occ;i<ioiic'l,  in  my  opinion,  by  people 
whu  are  nut  iieto  nor  in  this  vicinity.  It  waa 
started  in  South  Carolina.  I  think  llae  reso- 
lution limits  it  to  a  cla-ss  of  persons  who 
were  not  tho  originators  of  this  Rebellion." 

But  the  resolution  was  nevertheless 
adopted,  by  the  following  vote : 

Yeas — Me.'^srs.  Anthony,  Brownin^r.Chan- 
dler,  Clark,  Cowan,  I)ixon,  Dt»uli'tle,  Fes* 
senden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimee,  Uarlan,  Har* 
ris,  Howe,  Johnson,  of  Tenn.,  Kenned j, 
Kiuir,  huno,  of  Ind.,  Lane,  of  Kansas,  L;ith;irn, 
Morrill,  Nesniitti,  Pomerov.  Saulsbury,  Slier- 
man,  Ten  Evck,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Willey. 
and  Wilson— 30. 

Nats — Messrs.  Breckinridge,  Johnaoa,  of 
MiK,  Fdk,  PoweD,  TrambnIlr-6. 

This  day,  the  Senate  considered  ft 
bill  to  confiscate  property  used  fiir 
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Insurrectionary  purposeB  bypenons 

engaged  in  rebellion  or  forcible  re- 
listaiice  to  tlic  Government ;  and 
Mr.  Trinnbull,  of  111.,  moved  the  fol- 
lowing araendiuciit : 

*^  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when- 
ever any  jiersoii.  cluiiiiing  to  bo  entitled  to 
the  service  or  labor  of  aaj  other  person, 
under  the  lawt  of  any  State,  shall  employ 
Bucli  ])er.soi>  in  aiilirifr  or  promoting  any  in- 
Burreutiun,  or  in  resisting  the  laws  of  the 
ITalted  Htaten,  or  shall  permit  him  to  be  so 
omplovcd,  he  shall  forfeit  all  right  to  such 
aervico  ur  hibur,  and  tlio  person  whose  labor 
or  service  h  thus  claimed  shall  bo  tbenoe- 
fortb  discl)ar:.'i-(l  tlicrefrom — bdJ  IftW  tO  the 
contrary  iiotwitlihtanding." 

This  proposition  was  advocated  by 
Mr.  Ten  Eyck,  of  N.  J.,  who  had  op- 
posed it  two  days  before,  In  Cominit- 
tee,  but  who  now  ui^^  its  passage 
on  the  assumption  that  slaves  had 
been  engaged  on  the  Rebel  side  in 
the  battle  of  Bull  liun.  Mr.  Pcarce, 
<^Md.,  earnestly  opposed  it,  saying: 

**It  will  inflame  suf^ioions  which  havo 
bad  much  to  do  with  prodnclng  onr  present 
evils;  will  disturlj  \\i(i<<i  who  are  now  calm 
and  quiet;  iudoiuo  those  who  are  restless; 
irritate  nambers  who  would  not  be  exas- 
perated \>y  any  tiling  else;  and  will,  in  all 
probability,  produce  no  other  real  etfeotthan 
theaa.  Being,  then,  nieI«M,  inmeeeaaary, 
a&d  irritating,  it  is,  in  017  opinion,  nnwise.^^ 

The  vote  was  then  taken,  and  the 
•mendmcnt  adopted  :  Yeas  33  ;  N'ays 
— Breckinridfre  and  Powell,  of  Ky., 
Johnson  and  Polk,  of  Mo,,  Kennedy 
and  Pearce,  of  Md. — 6.  The  bill  was 
then  engro&acd,  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

lIHien  this  bill  reached  die  House, 
it  encountered  a  most  strenuous  and 
able  op{)08ition  from  Messrs.  Critten- 
den and  Burnett,  of  Ky.,  Vallandii;- 
ham  and  Pendleton,  of  Ohio,  and 
Diven,  of  N.  Y. 

Mr.  Cox,  of  Oliio,  moved  (August 
Sd)  tliut  tiic  bill  do  lie  on  the  table ; 
wbieh  was  n^tived:  Yeas  57 ; 
KajsTl. 


Mr.  Thaddens  Stevens  closed  a 
vigorous  speech  in  its  favor  with  this 

ini]»ressive  admonition: 

"If  this  war  is  oontinned  long,  and  is 
bloody,  I  do  not  believe  that  the  tree  peo[)le 
of  tlie  North  will  stjind  by  and  see  their 
Bona  and  brothers  and  neighbors  slau;:htered 
by  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  by 
rebels,  with  anna  in  their  liands,  and  forbear 
to  call  npon  their  enemies  to  be  our  friends, 
and  to  help  us  in  snbdning  them.  I,  for  one, 
if  if  ((intinues  long,  and  has  the  consequences 
mentioned,  shall  be  ready  to  go  for  it,  let  it 
horrify  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
DivenJ  or  anybody  else.  That  is  ;«?/  doc- 
trine: and  that  will  be  the  doctrine  of  the 
whole  free  people  of  the  Vorth  before  two 
years  roll  around,  if  this  war  continues. 

"As  to  the  end  of  the  wai",  until  the 
Rebels  are  subdued,  no  man  in  the  North 
thinks  of  it.  If  the  (Jovcrnment  are  equal 
to  the  people— and  I  believe  they  are — there 
will  be  DO  bargaining,  there  will  be  no  nego« 
tiation,  there  will  be  no  truces  with  the 
Rebels,  except  to  bnry  tlie  dead,  until  every 
man  shall  havo  laid  down  hi.s  arms,  dis- 
banded hia  organization,  submitted  himself 
to  tho  Government  and  sued  for 
And,  dr,  if  those  who  liavo  the  eimtrol  of 
the  Government  are  not  lit  for  this  task, 
and  have  not  the  nerve  and  mind  for  it,  the 
people  will  take  care  that  there  are  others 
who  are — although,  sir,  I  have  not  a  bit  of 
fear  of  the  present  Administration  or  of  the 
present  Executive. 

"i  have  spoken  more  freely,  perhaps, 
than  gentlemen  within  my  hearing  might 
think  politic;  but  I  have  spoken  just  what  I 
felt.  1  havo  spoken  what  I  believe  will  bo 
the  result ;  and  I  warn  Southern  gentlemen 
thai,  if  this  war  is  to  continue,  there  will  bo 
!i  time  when  my  friend  from  New  York  fMr. 
Diven]  will  sec  it  declared  by  this  free  natinu 
that  every  bondman  in  the  Sonth — belong- 
ing to  a  Rebel,  reooDeot;  I  confine  it  to 
tliLtn — slial!  be  called  upon  to  aid  tis  in  war 
agaiutit  thoir  masters,  and  to  restore  this 
Union." 

The  hill  was  now  reoommitted,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Pendleton,  of  Ohio ; 

and  an  attempt  by  Mr.  Stevens  to 
reconsider  this  decision  was  defeated 
by  laying  on  the  table — Yeas  71  ; 
Kays  f)l.  It  was  reported  back  next 
dav  from  the  Judiciary  Committee 
by  Mr.  Bingham,  of  Ohio,  so  amended 
as  to  strike  out  the  section  relating 
to  slaYOs  adopted  on  motion  of  Hr. 
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Trnmhnll  as  aforesaid — and  insert 

instcatl  tlie  fallowing : 

"Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enaet^y  That, 
whMietr«r  hereaflor,  iluriag  the  present  iii- 
narrection  against  the  Government  of  tlie 
Uniteil  States,  any  person  claimed  to  bo 
held  to  labor  or  sorvico,  iiinU'r  tlic  laws  of 
any  State,  shall  be  required  or  permitted  by 
the  perHon  to  whom  Bnch  Libor  or  serrlce  in 
claimed  to  lie  due,  or  \>y  tfic  lawful  apent  of 
such  person,  to  take  uu  arms  agaiu»t  the 
United  States,  or  shall  be  reqnired  or  per- 
initte<l  by  tlio  person  to  whom  pticli  service 
or  labor  is  claimed  to  be  due,  or  hia  lawful 
agent,  to  work  or  be  employed  fn  or  npoo 
any  fort,  navy-yard,  dock,  armory,  ship,  or 
intreiiclimciit.  or  in  any  military  or  naval 
aervice  whatever,  apriiin.st  the  Ciovemmcnt 
and  !,i\vfn!  mithority  of  the  United  State*, 
tlu'u.  and  iii  every  such  ease,  tho  person  to 
whom  smli  service  is  rlaiined  to  bo  duo 
shall  forfeit  hi^  claim  to  such  labor,  any  law 
of  the  Stato  or  of  the  United  States  to  the 
contrary  not\vitbstandin{» ;  and  wlionever 
thereafter  the  person  claiming  such  service 
or  labor  shall  seek  to  enforce  hb  claim,  it 
phall  he  a  full  and  suffirieiit  answer  to  siicli 
claim,  that  the  person  whose  service  or 
labor  la  claimed  had  been  employed  in  hos- 
tile service  against  the  Government  of  the 
United  Stales,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of 
this  aet" 

Mr.  Bingham  called  for  the  previ- 
ous question  on  the  reading  of  the 
bill,  as  thus  amended,  wMeh  was 
eeoonded.  Mr.  Holman,  of  Indiana, 

moved  that  tlie  bill  be  laid  on  the 
table ;  which  was  beaten :  Yeas  47  ; 
Nays  66.  Tlie  amendment  of  tlie 
Jiidiciarv  Committee  was  then  a^^reed 
to ;  the  as  amended,  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  as 
follows: 

Teas — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alley,  Arnold, 
Ashley,  Babbitt,  Baxter,  Hcaman,  Bingham, 
Frauois  P.  Blair,  Samuel  S.  Jilair,  Blake, 
BuAnton,  Ohamberiain,  Glark,  Colfax.  Fred- 
erick A.  CoiiklinfT,  Covode,  Doell,  Ivhvards, 
Eliot,  Feutoo,  Fessenden,  fVaachot,  Frank, 
6ran{rer,6urley,  Hanchett,  Harrison,  Hutch- 
ins.  .Iiili:ui.  Kelley,  Frnm-is  W.  Kellopg.  Wil- 
liam Keilu<,'>r,  I>aiisiiiir,  Looiiiis.  Lorejoy,  Mc- 
Kean.  Mitehell,  Justin  S.  Morrill,  o'liii,  Pot- 
ter, Alex.  li.  Rice,  Edward  II.  lt(j]lin<t,  Sedg- 
wick, Slietbeld,ShelIabarger,  Sherman,  Sloan, 
Spauktiog^  St«veas»  Beig.  F.  Humimi^  IViiii, 


Van  Home,  Yerree,  Wallace,  Charles 
Walton,  E.  F.  Walton,  Wheder,  Albert  ft 

White.  an<l  Wiiid.)iii— CO. 

Nays — Messrs.  Allen.  Ancona,  Joseph  B»i- 
ly,  OeoriKe  II.  Browne,  Burnett,  C'al vert.  Oca, 
Cravens,  Cristleld,  rrittoaden.  I)ive:».  Don- 
lap.  Dunn,  Etij^Ii-li,  Fonke,  Ciridc',  II;.i;;ht, 
Hale,  Hardin;;.  Holnian,  ilorton,  J.i  --"in, 
J.ihiisoii,  Law.  May,  MoCIeriiand.  Mcl'iier- 
sou,  Mallory,  Monzies,  Morris,  N»)hle,  Norton, 
Odell,  Pcudloton,  Porter,  Reid,  liobinsion, 
James  S.  Rollins,  Shell,  Smith,  Jolm  B. 
Steele,  Stratton,  Francis  'nioinoii,  Valhindig- 
ham,  Voorhees,  Wadsworth,  Webster,  SM 
Wicklitle— 4^. 

Tlie  bill,  thn^*  amended.  beiiiLij  re- 
turned to  the  Senate,  Mr.  Trumbull 
njoved  a  concurrence  in  the  House 
amendment,  which  prevailed  hj  the 
following  Tote: 

Yeah — Messrs.  .\ntbony,  Pin?ham.  Brown* 
inp.  Clark,  Collamer,  Dixon,  l>oolittlo.  Fos- 
senden.  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harris, 
King.  Lane,  of  Ind.,  Lane,  of  Kansas.  MoOou- 
(;all,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Smnner,  Ten  JSyok, 
Trumbull,  Wade,  and  Wilson— 24. 

Nats — Messrs.  Hreekinridjje.  Brlpht.  Car- 
lile,  Cowan,  John.<K>n,  of  Mo.,  Latham,  Poaroe^ 
Polk,  Powell,  Rice,  and  SanlBbnry— 11. 

Kr.  Claik,  of  New  Hampshire^  sub- 
mitted* the  following: 

"  Be  it  rewhed  by  the  Senate  and  Hotm 
of  RmrMmtatires  of  th«  United  Statet  nf 
AmenM,  in  Congrcs*  eutemJbUd^  That  we,  aa 
representatives  of  the  people  and  States,  re- 
spectively, do  hereby  declare  our  fixed  deter- 
mination to  maintain  the  sopremaoy  of  the 
Government  and  the  integrity  of  the  UnioDof 
all  these  United  States;  and  to  this  end,  aa 
far  aa  we  may  do  so,  we  pledjite  the  entire  rc- 
SDiirrcs  of  the  Govcrnrnent  and  peojile,  nntil 
all  rebels  shall  submit  to  the  one  and  oease 
their  effdvta  to  destroy  the  other." 

Whieh  waa  adopted:  Teaa  34; 

Nays  1 — Mr.  Breckinridge. 

:Mr.  S.  S.  Cox,  of  Ohio,*  asked  tho 

House  to  suspend  its  rules  to  enable 

him  to  offer  the  tullowing: 

Whereat^  it  is  the  part  of  rational  beings 
to  terminate  their  difficulties  by  rational 

inethfKls,  and,  Inasninch  ns  the  diflercn- 
ecs  between  the  tJnited  Stjite^i  authorities 
and  the  seceding  States  have  resulted  in  a 
civil  war.  characterized  by  bitter  hostility 
and  extreme  atrociiv ;  and,  although  the 
pan^  ia  the  aeoadM  States  are  gviUj  of 


*  Ju^  25,  1861. 


■Jnl^seth. 
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.jliwiUng  the  national  nnitj  snd  mMng 

t  the  national  authority  :  YT't, 

it  retolced.  First:   Tliat,  wliilc  we 
luke  lindimb)is)K-(l  and  increusod  exertions 

•  by  otir  Nayy  and  Anny  to  luaiataiu  the 
integrity  imd  stability  of  this  Government, 
the  oonntnon  la«ra  of  war,  consisting  of  those 
maxims  of  hamanity,  moderation,  and  lion- 
br,  whieh  are  a  part  of  the  international 
code,  ouirht  to  bo  observed  by  both  parties, 
and  for  a  stronger  reason  than  exists  be- 
tween two  alien  nations,  hunmneh  as  the 
two  parties  have  Ji  common  ancestry,  histo- 
Ty,  prosperity,  glory, Gorernment, and  Union, 
and  are  now  imhapptly  engaged  in  lacera- 
ting their  common  country.  Second :  That, 
resulting  from  these  premises,  while  there 
oii^'ht  to  l>e  left  open,  as  between  two  alien 
natioiH.  the  same  means  for  preventing?  the 
war  bcinji  curried  to  outrageous  extremities, 
there  ought,  also,  to  be  left  Open  some  means 
for  the  restoration  of  peace  and  Union. 
Thhxl:  That,  to  this  end — the  restoration  of 
peace  and  union  on  the  basi-s  of  the  Consti- 
tution— there  be  appointed  a  Committee  of 
one  member  from  each  State,  wbo  shall  re- 
port to  thid  House,  at  its  next  session,  sucli 
amendmouts  to  the  Coniititutiiin  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  as  shall  assnage  all  grievanoes, 
and  bring  about  a  reconstruction  of  the  na- 
tional unity ;  and  that,  for  the  preparation 
of  soch  a^Qstment,  and  the  conferenue  rc- 
qiiisit<'  for  that  purpose,  there  bo  appointed 
a  coniinis.sion  of  seven  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  consisting:  of  Edward  Everett,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Franklin  Pierce,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Millard  Filhnore,  of  Xew  York,  Rev- 
erdf  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  Martin  Van 
Buren,  of  New  York,  Thomas  Ewing,  of 
Ohio,  and  James  Gnthrie,  of  Kentncky,  who 
shall  ro<ine8t  from  the  8o-calle«i  Confederate 
States  the  appointment  of  a  similar  commis- 
sion, and  who  shall  meet  and  confer  on  the 
subject  in  the  city  of  Louisville,  on  the  first 
Monday  of  September  next.  And  that  the 
Oommittse  appointed  flt>m  tUs  House  notify 
said  Commissioners  of  their  appointment  and 
Amotion,  and  report  their  action  to  the  next 
session,  as  an  amendment  of  tiie  Oonstitution 
of  the  United  States,  to  bo  projiosed  l)y  Con- 
P'ess  to  the  states  for  their  ratification, 
aooordhog  to  tlM  fifth  artiole  of  the  Gooatitu- 

ttOD." 

The  House  rcfoaed  to  anqpend: 
Teas  41  ;  Nays  85. 

Mr.  Waldo  P.  Jolmson,'  of  ^Fo., 
projjosed  (Aug.  5tb)  to  add  to  the  bill 
providing  for  an  increase  of  tlie  En- 
gineer CorpB  the  following : 


**  JmI  U  U  ^ther  enaeUit  That  this 

Congress  recommend  the  CfovernMt<^  of  the 
several  States  to  convene  their  Le_:,'i.siature3 
for  the  purpose  of  calling  an  election  to 
select  two  delegates  from  each  Conjjressional 
district,  to  meet  in  general  Convention  ut 
Louisville,  in  Kentncky,  on  the  first  Monday 
in  September  next;  the  purpose  of  the  sud 
ConTention  to  be  to  devise  measures  for  tho 
restoration  of  peace  to  our  country." 

Mr.  Cablilb,  of  Va.  "Mr.  President, 
there  is  no  one,  periiaps,  within  the  limits 
of  the  Union,  who  is  more  anxious  that 
peace  should  be  restored  to  our  country 
than  I  am ;  bnt,  sir,  in  the  presence  of  a 
large,  organized  army,  engaged  in  an  effort 
to  overthrow  the  institutions  of  the  country, 
and  permanently  to  divide  these  SUitcs  that 
have  so  long  existed  as  one  people,  I  do  not 
tliink  any  .such  proposition  as  llii<  otigiit  to 
be  made  until  that  army  shall  be  di.'^banded, 
and  until  an  ofler  to  meet  tho<o  who  de.sire 
peace  shall  be  made  to  them  by  those  who 
are  engaged  in  this  Rebellion.  I  cannot, 
tlierefore,  entertaining  these  views,  vote  for 
the  amendment  ofFer^  by  the  Senator  from 
Missouri — not  tliat  I  wonld  not  go  as  far  as 
he  will  go,  or  any  other  Senator  on  this 
floor,  to  allax  the  strife  in  onr  land ;  bnt  I 
think  that  propositions  of  this  kind,  coming 
from  the  Senate  of  the  United  Status  at  this 
Iiour,  are  inopportune;  and,  instead  of  aid- 
ing tlie  effort  that  nniy  lie  made  for  peace, 
they  will  prolong  the  civil  war  that  is  now- 
raging  in  the  oonntiT'.-' 

Mr.  M(  Dorr.AT.r,  of  Cal.  "  I  wish  merely 
to  amend  the  remark  made  by  tiio  S;.iiator 
from  Virginia.  He  says  this  proposition 
would  be  inopportune.  I  eajr  it  would  be 
Intensely  cowardly." 

Mr.  Johnson's  proposition  was  re- 
jected by  the  followuig  vote : 

Tsas  —  Ifeasn.  Bayard,  BreoUnridgt^ 

Hright,  Johnson,  of  Mo.,  Ijitham,  FsarM^ 
Folic,  Powell,  and  Saulsbory — 9. 
Mats — ^Messrs.  Baker,  Browning,  Carlfle, 

Chatidlcr,  Clark,  Collamer,  Cowan,  Dixon, 
Doolittie,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes, 
Harris,  Howe,  King,  Lane,  of  Ind.,  Lane,  of 
Kansas,  McDougall,  Morrill,  Rice,  Sherman, 
Sumner^  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wil- 
kinson, wOmot,  and  Wilson— S9. 

» 

The  hflU  increadng  the  pay  of  sol- 
diem  being  that  day  under  ooneidera* 

tion,  Mr.  Wilson,  MiM^  moved  to 
add  the  following : 

^'And  it  further  enactfd,  Thni  all  the 
acts,  proclamations,  and  orden  of  the  Presi- 


*  Whc^  wtth  his  eonesgiM,  TroslsB  Fdk,  opsnlfjoinsd  the  ftsbds  soon  afterward. 
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dont  of  tlio  United  Stntc-*,  nflor  tho  4th  of 
Murch,  1801,  n  spccting  the  Army  and  Navy 
of  tlio  Uait^id  States,  and  calling  out  or  re- 
lating to  the  militiii  or  volunteers  froin  tho 
States,  nro  liercUy  approved,  and  in  all  re- 
q>ect8  legalized  and  made  valid,  to  tlie  samo 
intent,  and  with  tho  same  etlect,  as  if  tbejr 
lind  been  issued  and  donennder  tiiepreyious 
express  luitliority  and  dircctioil  of  tlM  Oom- 
gress  ol'  tho  United  Stales.'' 

Tlio  amendment  was  a^ccd  to, 
and  tlio  bill  thereupon  passed,  as  ful- 

lows :  Yeas  33  ; 

Nays — Messrs.  Breckinridge,  Kennedy, 
Polk,  Powell,  and  Saulslmry— 6. 

This  bill  was,  the  same  day,  retxm* 

aidered,  and  tho  above  amendment, 

being  moved  a£resh,  was  again  adopt* 

ed :  Yeas  37 ; 

Nats— Messrs.  BreckinridgOi  Bright^Ken- 

nedy,  Pearco,  and  Powell— 6. 

Su  tho  amendment  was  once  more 
agreed  to,  and  tho  bill  passed. 

The  bUl  being  fhna  returned  to 
tiie  House,  Mr.  TaHandigham  moved 
to  Btrike  ont  the  above  section,  which 
was  defeated  by  the  foUowing  vote: 

Tba9— H«8in.  Allen,  Ancona,  George  11. 
Browne,  Calvert,  Cox.  Crisiu'ld,  .hu-kson, 
Johnson,  May,  Nohle,  reiulli-ton,  Juines  S. 
Rollins,  >heil,  Smith,  Yallandipham,  Voor- 
hee»,  WiidsvH  orth,  Waid,  aod  We]Mter~19. 

NAYa-74. 

The  bill  was  thereupon  passed. 
Mr.  Calvert,  of  Md.,  offered  the 
IbUowing : 


"  That,  whilst  it  is  the  dnty  of  Congrcfis, 
by  appropriate  legislation,  to  streugtiieu  the 
hands  of  Government  in  its  efforts  to  main- 
tain tho  Union  and  enforce  the  supremncj 
of  the  laws,  it  is  no  less  our  duty  to  examine 
into  the  original  causes  of  our  dissensions, 
and  to  apply  such  remedies  as  are  best  oal- 
cnlated  to  restore  peace  and  nnYon  to  tho 
country:  Therefore,  it  is 

*'Jle$0lved  ^The  Senate  concurring  heio> 
in),  that  a  Joint  OomniUtee,  to  consist  of 
nine  members  of  this  llou.<o  and  four  inein- 
bers  of  the  Senate,  be  appointed  to  consider 
and  report  to  Oongress  sneh  amondments  to 
the  Coristitnticn  ami  laws  ns  may  be  neces- 
sary to  restore  mutual  confidence  and  insure 
a  more  perfect  and  eodarablo  Union  amongst 
these  States.*' 

This  proposition  was  laid  on  the 
table:  TeasTd;  Kays  89— nearly  a 

party  division.  And  Mr.  Diven,  of 
N.  Y.,  thereupon  asked  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  House  to  enable 
him  to  otfer  the  IbUowing : 

"  Reached,  That^  at  a  time  when  an  armed 
rebellion  is  threatening  the  integrity  of  the 
Uuion,  and  the  overthrow  of  the  Govern- 
ment, any  and  all  resolutions  or  recommend- 
ations designed  to  make  terms  with  armed 
rebels  ars  either  oowardljr  or  treasonable." 

Mr.  Yallandighain  olljeeted ;  and 
tlie  House  refused  to  suspend  the 
rules:  Noes  86;  Ays  66 — not  two- 

third.s. 

The  session  terminated  by  adjonm- 
ment  at  noon,  August  Glh,  having 
lasted  but  thirty-three  days. 


XXXV. 
MISSOURI. 


"We  have  seen  Conventions  of  the 
people  of  several  States  cctolly  assume 
the  ]>ower,  asserted  or  reserved  in  tio 
one  of  their  respective  Constitutions, 
to  take  those  States  ont  of  the  Union, 
and  absolve  their  people  from  all  ob- 


ligation to  uphold  or  obey  its  Govern* 
ment,  in  flagrant  defiance  of  that 
Federal  charter,  frameil  for  and 
adopted  by  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  and  by  ^em  recognized  and 
accepted  as  ih»  supreme  law  of  the 
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land,  anytliing  in  the  Constitution 
and  laws  of  any  State  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  Wo  liave  seen  one 
of  these  Conventions  assume  and  ex- 
eieifle  the  right  of  revoking  a  fiindft- 
mental  compact  between  the  State 
and  the  Union,  which  ig,  by  its  ex- 


press terms,  irrevocable.  "We  liavo 
seen  State  LeLa.slatiires,  in  default  of 
Conventions,  usurj),  j)ractically,  tliia 
tremendous  power  of  secession  ;  and 
have  heard  a  now  loyal  Governor 
proclaim  that  a  popular  majca  itj  for 
SeoeesioniBti)  in  an  election  of  mon- 
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bers  of  Congress,  might  serve  to  nul- 
lify the  obligation  of  the  citizens  of 
that  State  to  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion and  Union.  We  are  now  to  con- 
template more  directly  the  spectacle 
of  a  State  plunged  into  seceflsion  and 


civil  war,  not  in  obedience  to,  but  in 
defiance  of,  the  action  of  her  Conven- 
tion and  the  express  will  of  her  peo- 
ple— not,  even,  by  any  direct  act  of 
her  Legislature,  bat  by  the  will  of 
her  Ezecntiye  alone.'   Gov.  Jackson, 


'PolUrd,  in  his  "Southern  Uiatorr,"  says: 


7  I  lU  if 


674 


THK    AMBRICAX  CONFLICT. 


M  W6  hare  seen,  having  foi\nd  the 
Conv<*ntiun,  -wliich  his  Legislature 
had  culled,  utterly  and  empliatieally 
iiitriictable  to  the  uses  of  tretison,  had 
reconvened  his  docile  Legislature.' 
But  even  this  bo<ly  could  not  be  in- 
duced to  vote  the  State  out  of  the 
Union.  Below  that  point,  however, 
it  Btood  ready  enough  to  aid  Vho 
bolder  oonspirators;  and  its  pliaiiey 
was  taxed  to  the  utmost.  The  State 
School  Fund,  the  money  provided  t(^ 
pay  t!ie  Jidy  interest  on  the  heavy 
State  Debt,  and  all  other  available 
means,  amounting  in  the  aggregate 
to  over  tlireo  millions  of  dollairs,  were 
appropriated  to  mOitaiy  uses,  and 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  Jaokaon,  un- 
der the  pretense  of  arming  the  State 
against  any  emergency.  By  anotlier 
act,  the  GroTemor  waa  invested  with 
despotic  power — even  verbal  opposi- 
tion to  hi^  aasumptioiis  of  antliority 
being  constituted  treason  ;  while  every 
citizen  liable  to  military  duty  was 
declared  subject  to  dratl  into  active 
service  at  Jackson's  will,  and  an  oath 
of  obedience  to  the  State  Executive 
exacted.  Under  these  acts,  Jaoksfm 
appointed  ex-Gov.  Sterling  Price 
Major^General  of  the  State  forces, 
with  nine  Brigadiers— Parsons,  M.  L. 
Clark,  John  I>.  Clark,  Slack,  ILirri:^, 
Rains,  McBridc,  Stein,  ami  Jotf. 
Thompson,  commanding  in  so  many 
districts  into  wliich  the  State  was  di- 
vided. These  Brigadiers  were  or^ 
dered  by  Maj.  Qttia,  Price  to  mnster 
and  organize  the  militia  of  their  sev- 
eral districts  so  fast  as  possible,  and 
pend  it  with  all  dispatch  to  Boone- 
villo  and  Lexington,  two  thriving 
joung  cities  ou  the  Missouri,  respect- 


ively some  forty  and  one  hundred 

miles  west  of  Jefferson,  and  in  the 
heart  of  tlio  slavcliMhHng  region. 
'J his  call  iiaving  been  made,  Jackson 
and  Price,  fearing  an  attack  from  the 
Federal  forces  gathering  at  St.  Louis, 
started  westward  with  their  follow- 
ers, reaching  BooneviOe  on  the  18th 
of  Jnnew  ^ce,  being  sick,  kept  on 
by  steamboat  to  Lexington. 

They  had  not  moved  too  soon. 
Gen.  Lyon  and  his  anny  left  St. 
Louis  by  steamboats  on  the  L3th,  and 
reached  Jeti'ei*son  City  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  ir>tli,  only  to  find  that  the 
i  Confederate  chiefs  had  started  when  , 
he  did,  with  a  good  hnadred  miles  /  q 
ladvaatage  in  the  race.  SeSmberk-/^^ 
on  t^  16th,  he  teadied  Bocll^Kxrt, 
Booneville,  next 
morning,  and  espied  the  Rebel  en> 
campmont  just  across  the  river.  In 
it  were  collected  some  two  or  three 
thousand  men,  only  half  armed,  and 
not  at  all  drilled,  under  the  inmie- 
diate  command  of  Col.  Marmadoke. 
Jackson,  utterly  disconcerted  bj 
Lyon's  unexpected  rapidity  of  move- 
ment, had  ordered  his  *  State  Guard' 
to  be  di^l>a^(led,  and  no  resistance  to 
be  offered.  But  Marmadukc  deter- 
mined to  fight,  and  started  for  the 
landing,  where  he  hoped  to  surprise 
and  cut  up  the  Unionists  while  de- 
barking, lie  met  Lyon  advancing 
in  good  order,  and  was  easily  routed 
by  him,  losing  two  guns,  with  mnch 
camp-equipage,  do^ng,  eto.  His 
raw  infantry  were  dispersed,  but  his 
strength  in  caTaby  Bttved  him  from 
utter  destruction. 

Jackson  fled  to  Warsaw,  on  the 
Osage,  some  eighty  miles  south-west. 


of  the  question  had  vnnisbcd.  This  waa  the 
positiODof  Missouri,  to  whotw  Conventiua  luA.  a 
'    Mi  dicML  Qor.  Pilot  was 


elected  from  his  district  as  a  Fnion  man,  with- 
out oppoBitioa:  snd,  on  ths  assembling  of  th« 
OoliTSiitfon,  "wii  flhosMiltD  FiiiMMit "  IIi^Mp 
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fifteen  miles  north  of  that  place,  at 
Gamp  Cole,  a  lialf-<jrfi;auized  regiment 
of  Unionists,  under  Cnpt.  Cook,  was 
asleep  in  two  liarns,  with  no  pickets 
out  eave  northward,  when,  during 
the  niglit  of  the  ISth,  they  were  snr- 
prieed  bj  a  Rebel  force  from  the 
wmthward,  under  CoL  O^Kane,  and 
utterly  routed — ^being  imaUe  to  offer 
any  eerions  reeistanoe.  Oapt  Cook 
and  a  portion  of  \m  followers  barely 
escaped  with  their  live:^.'  Jackrson, 
retinforced  by  O'lvane,  halted  two 
days  at  Warsaw,  then  continued  liis 
retreat  some  tilly  miles  to  Moutcvallo, 
in  Ttoion  County,  near  the  west  line 
of  the  State,  and  was  here  joined  on 
the  8d  of  July  by  Prioe,  with  gneh 
aid  aa  he  had  been  able  to  gather  at 
Lexington  and  'Ti  big  way.  Their 
united  force  is  stated  bv  Pollard  at 
3,G00.  Beiiifr  pursued  by  Lyon,  they 
continued  their  retreat  next  dav, 
haltinsj  at  9  p.  m.,  in  Jasper  County, 
twenty- three  miles  distant.  Ten 
milaa  hence,  at  10  m.,  next  morn- 
ing, they  were  confronted  by  a  Union 
Ibree  1,500  strong,  under  Ool.  Franc 
Sigel,  who  had  been  dispatched  from 
St.  Louis  by  the  South-western  Pacific 
road,  to  Rolla,  had  marched  thence 
to  Springfield,  and  had  pushed  on  to 
Mount  Vernon,  Lawrence  County, 
hoping  to  prev  ent  a  junction  between 
Jackson  and  some  forces  whidi  his 
Brigadiers  were  hurrying  to  hie  sup- 
port Each  army  appeaa  to  have 
started  that  morning  with  intent  to 
fmd  and  light  the  other;  and  suoh 
mutual  intentions  are  seldom  frns- 

H  MWM  to  beimtty  well  agreed  that  CSook's 
men  were  iiMut  400  in  number :  but  he  reported 
that  bo  was  attockod  b/  1.200,  while  ToUard 
aMkw  0*Kmm*b  fom  only  360.  Cook's  mv 
count  makes  his  loss  23  killed,  20  wounded,  and 
Mpteaeai  vbile  Pollard  aajs  we  loet  206 


trated.  Sigel  found  the  Rebels,  halt- 
ed after  their  morning  marcli.  well 
})Oste<l,  va.stly  su])eri(>r  in  numbers 
and  in  cavalry,  but  inferior  in  artil- 
lery,  which  he  accordingly  resolved 
should  play  a  principal  part  in  the 
battle.  In  the  cannonade  which 
ensued,  he  infiieted  great  damage 
on  the  Ilebels  and  received  yery 
little,  until,  after  a  desultory  oomb^ 
of  three  or  four  hours,  the  enemy  re- 
solved to  ])rofit  by  their  vast  superior- 
ity in  cavalry  by  outflaiikiTig  him, 
b<»th  right  and  left.  This  comjK  lh'd 
Sigel  to  fall  back  on  his  baggage- 
train,  three  miles  distant,  which  was 
otherwise  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy. 
The  retreat  was  made  in  perfect  order, 
with  two  cannon  on  either  flank,  two 
in  front,  and  four  in  the  rear, keeping 
the  Rebel  cavalry  at  a  respectful 
distance;  save  when,  at  the  crossing 
of  Dry  Fork  creek,  where  tlie  road 
passes  between  bluffs,  an  effort  was 
made  to  stop  him  by  massing  a  t^trong 
cavaby  force  in  his  front  This  was 
easily  routed  bybrii^;ingall  his  guns 
to  bear  upon  it ;  when  he  continued 
his  retreat  to  Carthage,  and  threu^ 
that  town  to  Sarcoxie,  some  fifteen 
miles  eastward.  Tt  was  well,  indeed, 
that  he  did  so;  for  Jack-^on's  force 
was  augmented,  during  that  niijht 
and  next  morning,  by  the  arrival  of 
Price  from  the  soothward,  ]>ringing 
to  his  aid  sereral  thousand  Arkansas 
and  Texas  troops,  under  Oens.  Ben. 
McCuIloch  and  Pearce.  Onr  looa 
in  the  affair  of  Carthago  was  13 
killed  and  31  wounded — not  one  of 

killed,  a  large  number  wounded,  and  over 

100  taken  prisoners;  wWlo  the  Rebols  lost 
but  4  killed;  16  or  20  wounded,  and  capturod 
86S  moakeMi  Sack  are  the  nateriab  ont  «f 
which  Historj  ti  iMoeefianljr  distilledt  Mkrd 
is  probably  the  aaanr  r%bt  in  thia  caaa. 
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them  al>andoncd  to  the  enemy ;  while 
fhe  Bebcik  ivported  thdr  loos  at  40 
to  50  kined  and  195  to  150  wounded. 
Sigd,  now  oatotimbered  three  or  four 
to  ono,  was  constraine<l  to  continue 
his  retreat,  by  Mount  Vernon,  to 
Sprin^tiold;  where  Gen.  Lyon,  who 
had  been  delayed  by  lack  of  trans- 
portation, joined  and  outranked  him 
on  the  10th. 

Meantime,  Gen.  Hams,  Jackson's 
Brigadier  for  norUi-eaBtem  MieBonri, 
had  rallied  a  considerable  force  at 
Paris,  near  the  Mississippi,  and  hence 
commenced  the  work  of  destroying 
the  Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph  llail- 
road.  Col.  Smitli's  T'nion  force  at- 
tacked hiiu  on  the  lOtli  at  Palmyra, 
whence  liarrid  fell  back  to  Monroe, 
fifiteen  miks  west,  wliere  he  destroyed 
mneh  of  the  railroad  property.  Here 
he  was  again  attacked  by  Smith,  and 
worsted,  losing  one  gun  and  75  pris- 
oners. He  therenpon  disappeared; 
bnt  continued  actively  organizing 
guerrilla  parties,  and  sending  tlieiu 
out  to  harass  and  plunder  Unionists, 
destroying  their  property  through  all 
this  section,  until  he  finally  joined 
Price^  with  2,700  men,  at  ^e  fiiege 
of  Luington.  In  ftet,  all  over  Mis- 
souri, partisan  fights  and  guerrilla  out- 
rages were  now  the  order  of  the  day. 

The  State  Convention  reiissembled 
at  JoHerson  City  July  20th,  and  pro- 
ceeded— 52  to  28 — to  declare*  the 
offices  of  Governor,  Lieut.  Governor, 
Secretary  of  State,  with  those  <^mem- 
bere  of  tiie  Legislature,  yacant  by  the 
treason  of  their  oocupants,  and  aU  the 
acts  of  said  Executive  and  Legisla- 
ture, in  contravention  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  and  in  hostility  to  the 
Union,  null  and  void.   They  desig- 


nated  the  fint  Monday  of  ihe  Nb- 

vember  ensuing  as  a  day  of  election, 
whereat  the  people  should  ratify  or 

disapprove  this  deci>ive  action  ;  and, 
meantime, elected  Hamilton  K.  Gam- 
ble Governor,  Willard  P.  Hall  Lieut. 
Governor,  and  Mordecai  Oliver  Sec- 
retarv  of  State.  Tliese  olTicers  were 
that  day  inaugurated,  and  the  Con- 
vention, immediately  thereupon,  ad- 
journed to  the  third  Monday  in  De- 
cember. Hieir  action  was  ratified, 
of  course,  and  the  functionaries  above 
named  continued  in  their  respective 
offices.  These  proceedings  were  met 
by  a  proclamation  from  the  Rebel 
Lieut.  Governor,  luivnoKls.  styling 
himself  acting  Governor,  dated  New 
Madrid,  July  Slst;  wherein  he  de- 
clares that  he  has  been  absent  {or  two 
months,as  a  Commissioner  of  Missouri 
to  theOonfederateStates,  and  that  now 

"  I  return  to  tlio  State,  to  ncconipanv,  in 
mj  official  capacity,  one  of  tho  armies 
which  tlie  wsmor  atoteeman.*  whoee  ponios 
now  presides  over  the  aflairs  of  &ur  half  qf 
thr  I  nioit,  Iios  prepared  to  advinoa  agaiiiit 
tlio  common  foe.  *  ♦  ♦ 

' '  I  partienlarlj  address  myself  to  those  wbo, 
thoufih  Soutliernors  in  focliiipr.  Lave  permit- 
ted a  love  of  peace  to  lead  tlieui  astray  from 
the  State oaase.  Yon  now  see  the  State  aa- 
thoritics  abmit  to  nssert.,  with  jt^Mv  rrf'iil  f>)r- 
ces,  their  constitutional  rifjlits;  ymi  |,i'!iold 
tho  most  warlil<o  po|)nhitioii  on  t!i '  ;-'Iobe, 
the  peoj)!©  of  tlio  lower  Missis.si]i]ii  valley, 
about  to  rush,  with  their  gleaming  howie- 
knive»  and  unerrinf?  rifles,  to  aid  ns  in  driving 
out  tho  Abolition i»«tA  and  their  Hessian  al* 
lies.  If  you  cordially  Join  our  Southern, 
friends,  tho  war  niunt  soon  depart  Missouri's 
borders;  i£  jon  still  continue,  either  in 
apathy,  or  in  indirect  support  of  the  Llnoohi 
Govoniincnt,  yon  only  \tv\i)^  ruin  upun  your- 
selves hy  fruitlessly  prolonging  tho  contest. 
The  road  to  peace  and  internal  secnritjis 
only  tlirough  union  with  the  South.  W« 
will  receive  you  as  brothers,  and  let  bycones 
be  bvgones.  Ballj  to  the  Stars  and  Ban* 
in  union  with  our  gkuions  enaiga  of  the 
Grizzly  Bear!" 

Jackson  followed  this  (August  6th) 
*  Jeflbraon  Dsvi%  to  wit 
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by  a  Declaration  of  Independence, 
mainly  made  up  of  abuse  of  the  Fed- 
eral Qovenunent,  and  its  efforts  to 
maintain  its  auihority  in  MiflaonnL 
Be  thus  established  his  right  to  take 
that  State  out  of  the  TTnion : 

*'  By  tlie  recf>gni7.e<l  universal  public  law 
of  all  the  earth,  war  dissolves  all  politioil 
eompneta.  Our  fbrafethera  f^aye  as  one  of 
their  prounds  for  nssertin;:  their  indepen- 
deuce  that  the  King  uf  (ireut  Brituin  had 
*ftbdieated  {rovernment  here,  by  declaring 
us  out  of  his  protection,  and  wa^rini?  war 
upon  us.'  The  people  and  Government  of 
the  Northern  States  of  the  late  Union  have 
acted  in  the  Mime  manner  toward  Mi8<)onri, 
and  have  diss»>lved,  by  war,  the  coiinet  iion 
heretofore  existing  between  her  and  them. 

"  The  General  Assembly  of  Missooii  the 
recognized  political  department  of  her  Gov- 
ernment, by  an  act  approved  May  lOtli, 
1861,  entitled,  ^An  act  to  authorize  the 
Governor  of  tiie  Btate  of  Missonri  to  mp- 
press  rebellion  and  repel  invasion,'  luvs 
Tested  iu  the  (iovernor,  in  respect  to  tlie 
rebellion  and  invasion  now  earried  on  in 
liidsonri  by  the  (Toverninent  and  people  of 
the  Northern  States  and  their  allies,  power 
and  authority '  to  takesneh  measures,  as  in  his 
judgment  he  may  deem  ncco^-^  irv  <ir  proper, 
to  repel  such  invasion  or  put  Jowu  suck  re- 
bsUion.' 

"Now,  therefore,  by  virtue  of  the  au- 
fbority  in  me  vested  by  said  ar  t.  I.  Clailwrne 
F.Jackson,  Governor  of  the  Stuto  of  Mis- 
wamAf  appealing  to  the  Supreme  Jadge  of 
the  world  for  the  rectitude  of  my  intentions, 
and  firmly  believini;  that  1  am  herein  carry- 
ing into  etfect  the  will  of  the  people  of  Mi»- 
souri,  do  hereby.  In  their  name,  by  their  an- 
thority,  and  on  their  beh.-iU",  and  «ul>ject  at 
all  times  to  their  free  and  unttiased  control, 
make  and  publish  this  provi<<ional  declara- 
tion, that,  by  tlio  arts  of  the  people  and 
Government  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, the  political  connection  heretofore  ex- 
isting between  said  States  and  the  people 
and  Government  of  Missouri  is  and  onght  to 
be  totally  dissolved ;  and  that  tiio  State  of 
Uissouri,  as  a  sovereign,  free,  and  indepen- 
dent republic,  has  full  power  to  levy  war, 
conclude  peace,  contract  alliances,  establish 
commerce,  and  to  do  all  other  acta  and 
things  which  independent  States  may  of 
right  do." 

On  the  strength  of  the  preceding, 
there  wa.s  negotiated  at  Richmond, 
on  the  31st  of  October  ensuing,  by 
£.  0.  OabeU  and  Thomas  L.  Snead, 
87 


on  tlie  part  of  Jackson,  and  Tl.  M.  T. 
Hunter  acting  for  Davis,  an  oifensive 
and  d^ensive  alliance  between  Mis- 
sonri and  the  Oonfedotusy ;  vherebj 
all  the  military  force,  materiel  of  war, 
and  military  operations  of  the  former 
were  transferred  to  the  said  Davis,  as 
tlioui^h  slio  wore  already  in  tLe  Con- 
federacy  ;  to  wliidi  was  added  a  stipn- 
lation  tliat  she  sliould,  so  soon  as  pos- 
sible, be  admitted  into  the  Confed- 
eracy ;  and  she  has  sinoe  been  repre- 
sented in  its  Congress,  althon^^  no 
election  for  members  thereof  was  ever 
lield  by  licr  pe<iple. 

The  liebel.s  largely  reenforced  from 
the  South,  and  iinmensoly  sfroug  in 
cavalrv.sooii  ovciTanall  soiitluM'ii  Mis- 
fiouri,  ct)nfiiiiiig  (ttii.  Ly^u  to  Spring- 
field and  its  inuneiliato  vicinity. 
Aware  of  their  great  superiority  in 
numberB|  lijan.  waited  long  for  reSn- 
forcements ;  but  the  disaster  at  Bull 
Bun,  and  the  general  mustering  out 
of  service  of  our  three-months'  men, 
prevented  his  receiving  any.  At 
length,  hearing  that  the  enemy  w  ere 
advancing  in  two  strong  columns, 
from  Cassville  on  the  south  and  8ar- 
coxie  on  the  west,  to  overwhelm  him, 
he  lesolved  to  strike  the  former 
before  it  could  unite  widi  the  latter. 
He  accordingly  left  Springfield,  Au- 
gust 1st,  with  5,500  foot,  400  hone, 
and  18  guns;  and,  early  next  morn- 
ing, encountered  at  Dug  Sj^rings  a 
detachment  of  the  enemy,  whom  ho 
lured  into  a  light  by  pretending  to 
fly,  and  speedily  routed  and  dispersed. 
The  BelMls,  under  HcCulloch,  there- 
upon recoiled,  and,  moving  westward^ 
fbrmed  a  junction  with  fjbeir  weaker 
column,  advancing  from  Saroocne  to 
strike  Springfield  from  the  west. 
Lyon  thereupon  retraced  his  steps  to 
Springfield.   The  Bebels,  now  GOBt- 
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manded  by  Frioey  their  best  General, 
advanced  alowlj  and  warOj,  reaching 
Wilson's  Ci^ek,  ten  mflea  aouih  of 
SpringfidUl,  on  the  7th.  Lyon  pur- 
posed liero  to  FTirprise  them  by  a  night 
attack ;  but  it  M'as  so  late  wIkmi  all 
was  ready  that  he  deferred  tlie  at- 
tempt until  the  Otli,  when  lie  again 
advanced  from  Springfield  in  two 
colnmns ;  his  main  body,  led  by  him- 


self seeking  the  enemy  in  front; 
whfle  Sigel,  with  1,200  men,  was  to 
gain  their  rear  by  their  right. 

Price  had  planned  an  attack  on 
our  camps  that  night ;  but,  jcalonsiea 
arising,  had  resigned  the  chief  com* 
mand  to  MeCulloeh,  who  had  recalled 
the  order  to  advance,  because  of  the 
intense  darkness  of  the  night.  At  5 
A.  M.,  of  Auguijt  10th,  Lyon  opened 
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upon  tliG  Tlebels  in  front,  •while  Sigel, 
vrith  his  1,200  lueu  and  6  guns,  al- 
most dmnltaneonsly,  assailed  the  rear 
of  the  enemy's  right  The  battle  was 
obstinate  and  bloody;  bat  the  dis- 
paiity  of  numbers  was  too  groat,  and 
the  division  of  forces  proved,  there- 
fore, n  nii~take.  Tlie  "Rebels,  nt  first 
surprised  by  Sigel's  unexpected  nt- 
taek,  and  most  gallantly  charged  by 
him,  gave  way  before  liim ;  and  be 
soon  secured  a  commanding  position 
fbr  his  artillery.  But  the  weakness 
of  his  force  was  now  manifbst ;  and 
he  was  deoelTed  by  the  advance  of  a 
Kebel  r^;iment,  vrh'u-h  was  mistaken 
by  his  men  for  Lyon's  victorions  van- 
guard, and  thus  came  close  to  them 
unopposed.  At  a  pignal,  Sigcl  was 
assailed  bv  two  batteries  and  a  strong 
column  of  infantrv,  and  instantly 
thrown  into  confusion.  The  enemy's 
fre  was  so  hot  that  onr  cannoneers 
were  driven  by  it  from  their  pieces, 
the  horses  killed,  and  five  puns  cap- 
tured. Our  infantry  fell  back  in  con- 
fusion, followed  and  a'^sailed  by  larfre 
bodies  of  R<'bel  cavalrv.  Of  SitrePs 
1,200,  less  than  400  were  ])resent  at 
the  next  roll-call.  One  of  his  regi- 
ments, 400  strong,  under  Col.  Salo- 
mon, was  composed  of  three-months' 
men,  who  had  already  overstaid  their 
term  of  enlistment,  and  who  had  re- 
luctantly consented  to  take  part  in 
this  battle ;  but  who,  wlien  charged  by 
nn  overwhelming  TJolx  1  force,  were 
Riddcnly  seized  with  a  fit  of  home- 
sickness, and  fled  in  all  dircc-tious. 

Meantime,  our  front  or  main  ud- 
Tance,  nnder  Gen.  Lyon,  had  waked 
vp  the  great  body  of  the  Bebels; 
Oapt.  Totten's  and  lient.  Bnbois's 
batteries  opening  upon  their  immense 
masses  with  great  vigor  and  decided 
eflfect  Very  soon,  the  infimtry  on 


both  sides  were  brought  into  action  ; 
and  the  1st  Missouri,  1st  and  2d 
Kansas,  and  1st  Iowa  regiments,  with 
Stede's  battalion  of  regnlais^  won 
immortal  honor  by  the  persistent  and 
heroic  gallantry  with  which  they  fot 
honrs maintained  their  ground  against 
immense  odds.  The  Rebels  were  re» 
]ientc(lly  driven  back  in  confusion, 
and  tlie  firing  would  ho  nearly  or  quite 
suspended  for  ten  to  twenty  minutes; 
when,  perceiving  tlieir  decided  su- 
periori^  in  numbers^  since  the  root 
and  fiight  of  SigePs  conmiand,  the 
Confederate  officers  would  rally  theif 
men  and  bring  them  once  more  to 
the  charge.  Meantime,  Gen.  Lyon, 
wli'»  bad  led  out  his  little  anny  to 
fight  against  his  own  judgment,  n])on 
the  re]>resentation  of  (ten.  Sweeny, 
that  to  abandon  all  south-west  Mis- 
souri  without  a  battle  would  be  worse 
than  a  delbat,  and  who  had  evinced 
the  most  reckless  bravery  ihronghont, 
had  been  twice  wounded,  and  had 
had  his  hor.-^e  killed  under  him.  The 
second  ball  struck  liiin  in  the  head, 
and  seemed  for  the  moment  to  con- 
fuse him.  He  walked  a  few  paces  to 
the  rear,  saying  to  Maj.  Schotield,  his 
Adjutant,  "  I  fear  the  day  is  lost 
to  which  Schofield  respcmded,  "  No^ 
General ;  let  ns  try  them  once  more." 
Maj.  Stnigis  offered  him  his  own 
horse,  which  Lyon  at  first  declined, 
but  soon  after  mounted,  and,  bleed- 
ing from  his  two  wounds,  swung  his 
hat  in  the  air,  and  called  ujxm  the 
troops  nearest  Iiirn  to  prepare  for  ft 
bayonet-cliargc  on  the  lines  of  tlie 
enemy.  The  8d  Kanaaa  rallied 
around  him,  but  in  a  moment  its 
brave  OoL  Mitahell  fell  severely 
wounded,  and  his  soldiefs  cried  out : 
"  "We  are  ready  to  follow — who  will 
leadnsr      will  ImmI  yon  T replied 
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Lyon ;  ''oome  on,  brave  men!"  and 
ftt  that  moment  a  third  bullet  strack 
him  in  his  breast,  and  he  &11  mor> 
tally  wounded. 

Still,  the  battle  was  not  \o~-f.  For 
tlie  enthu-^iastlc,  clo;itli-<lrfy!ji<;  valor 
of  the  Unioiii.^t.s  liad  rejxjUcd  tlio  as- 
Baults  of  their  enemies  along  their 
entire  front,  and  scarcely  a  shot  was 
fired  for  the  twenty  minntes  following 
Gen.  Lyon's  death.  Maj.  Stnrgis,  in 
his  official  report  of  the  battle,  says : 

"  After  the  death  of  Gen,  Ljon,  when  the 
«neiTiv  fled  and  left  the  field  clenr,  m  far  as 
wo  conld  SCO,  an  ulinust  total  silence  reigned 
for  a  space  of  twenty  minut^a.-  Miy.  8cbo- 
field  now  informed!  me  of  the  death  of  Ocn. 
Lyon,  and  reiirirted  foronk'i-s.  Tlio  rcspon- 
aibility  which  now  rested  upon  me  wa«  duly 
ftit  and  appredaled.  Our  brave  little  army 
wru»  soiittorod  and  broken;  over  2'\rioo  foes 
were  still  in  our  front;  andour  inun  liad  hud 
no  water  since  6  o^olook  the  evening  before, 
and  could  hope  for  none  short  of  Sprin^tioM, 
twelve  miles  distant ;  if  we  should  go  for- 
ward, our  own  succesH  would  prove  our 
certain  defeat  in  the  end;  if  wo  retreoted, 
disaster  stared  m  in  the  face  ;  our  ammnni- 
tion  was  well*nigh  exhausted;  and,  shouM 
the  enemy  make  this  discovery,  tbroogh  a 
slackening  of  onr  fire,  total  anninilation  was 
all  we  could  expect.  The  great  question  in 
mind  was,  '  Where  is  ^igeU'  If  I  could 
•till  hope  for  a  vigorous  attack  by  him  on 
the  enemy's  risht  flank  or  rear,  then  we 
could  go  forward  with  some  hope  of  success. 
If  he  had  retreated,  there  was  nothing  left 
for  us  but  to  retreat  also.  In  this  perplexinpj 
condition  of  affairs,  I  summoned  the  principal 
officers  for  oonsnltation.  The  prea'  question 
witli  most  was,  'Is  retreat  possible^'  The 
consultation  was  brought  to  a  close  by  the 
advance  of  a  heavy  column  of  infantry  from 
tlie  liill,  where  Sigers  guns  had  been  heard 
liefore.  Thinking  they  were  Sigel's  men.  a 
line  vraa  formed  for  on  advance,  with  the 
hope  of  forming  a  junction  with  him.  These 
trMKW  wore  a  dress  much  resembling  that  of 
SigsTa  brigade,  and  carried  t!io  .Vmerie.-m 
flag.  They  were,  therefore,  pennittod  to 
iaia99  down  the  hill  within  easy  range  of 

Dubois's  liattery,  until  t'ley  had  reaelieil  the 
covered  position  at  tlio  foot  of  tlio  ridgo  on 
which  we  were  posted,  and  from  which  wo 
had  been  fiercely  assailed  before;  when, 
suddenly,  a  battery  was  planted  on  the  hill 
in  oor  front,  and  began  to  pour  upon  us 
■hrapneU  and  canister  a  species  of  shot  not 


before  fired  by  the  enemy.  At  this  moment, 
the  enemy  showed  his  true  colors,  and  at 
once  commenced  along  our  entire  lines  the 
fiercest  and  moi<t  bloody  engagement  of  tlio 
dav.  Lieut.  Dubois's  battery  on  our  laft, 
gallantly  supported  by  Mi\j.  Osterhans's  bat- 
talion and  tlie  rallied  fragment-s  of  the  Mis-  ^ 
souri  1st,  soon  silenced  tlie  enemy's  battery 
on  the  iiill,  and  repulsed  the  rif^ht  wing  of 
his  infantry.  Capt.  Totten's  battery,  in  the 
center,  supported  by  the  lowas  and  r^ulars, 
was  the  main  point  of  attack.  The  enemy 
could  frequently  bo  seen  within  twenty  feet 
of  Totten's  guns,  and  tlie  smoke  of  ttiu  op- 
posing lines  was  often  so  confounded  as  to 
«ceTn  but  one.  Now,  for  the  first  time  dnr- 
iuj:  tiic  day,  our  entire  line  maintained  its 
position  with  perfect  firmness.  Not  tha 
slightest  disposition  to  give  way  was  mani- 
fested at  any  point ;  and,  while  Capt.  Steele's 
battery,  which  was  some  yards  in  front  of 
tlie  lino,  together  with  the  troops  on  the 
right  and  left,  were  in  imminent  danger  of 
beinx  overw  Ix-I'sted  by  !<ii|)erior  nuinl)cr:*, 
the  contending  lines  being  almost  muzzle  to 
mnzzle,  Oapt  Oranger  nubed  to  the  reir 
and  broui'!it  up  the  supports  of  Dubois's 
battery,  consisting  of  two  or  three  compa- 
nies of  the  1st  Mlnonrl,  three  companies  of 
the  1st  Kansas,  and  two  companies  of 
the  Ist  Iowa,  in  quick  time,  and  fell  upon 
the  enemy's  right  Hank,  and  ponred  into  it 
a  murderous  fire,  killing  or  wounding  nearly 
every  man  within  sixty  or  seventy  yard*. 
From  this  monicut,  a  perl'eet  rout  took  place 
throughout  the  Hobel  front,  while  ours,  on 
th%  right  flank,  continued  to  ponr  a  galling 
tire  into  their  disorsjanized  masses. 

"  it  was  then  evident  that  Totten's  bat- 
tery and  Steele's  little  battalion  wwe  safe. 
Among  the  officers  consj>i(  iious  in  leading 
this  assault  were  Ai^.  Hezcook,  Cants. 
Burke,  Miller,  ^(annter,  Ifonrlea,  and  mdi- 
nrdson,  and  Lieut.  Howard,  all  of  the  1st 
Missouri.  There  were  others  of  the  1st 
Kansas  and  Ist  Iowa  who  partieipated,  and 
whose  n.'unes  I  do  not  rememlMr.  Tha 
enemy  then  tied  from  the  ticld. 

**  A  Ibw  moments  before  tlie  close  of  tha 
engagement,  thei:d  Kanvos,  which  had  firm- 
ly maintained  its  position,  on  the  extreme 
right,  from  the  time  it  was  first  sent  tliere, 
foand  its  aiumonition  exhausted,  atid  I  di- 
rected it  to  withdraw  slowly,  and  in  good 
onkr,  fnmi  the  field,  which  it  did.  brin;:ing 
otT  its  wounded,  which  left  onr  right  tlank 
cxposc<l,  and  the  enemy  renewed  the  attack 
at  that  point,  after  it  had  ceased  along  tho 
whole  line;  but  it  was  gallantly  met  by 
CapL '  Steele's  battalion  of  reg alars,  which 
had  just  driven  the  enemy  from  tho  rif;ht  of 
the  center,  and,  after  a  sharp  engagement, 
drove  him  precipitately  from  the  field. 

'*Thai  doaed—at  about  half-past  11 
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o'clock — an  almost  unintorniptc<l  conflict  of 
cix  hours.  Tho  order  to  retreat  wiis  given 
K<Hm  after  the  enemy  gave  way  from  our 
front  and  center,  Licat.  Dubois's  battery 
bavin}?  been  previously  Bent  to  occupy,  with 
its  Bupports,  tho  hill  in  our  rear.  Capt. 
Totton's  battery,  as  soon  as  bis  disabled 
lloraes  ooiild  be  replaced,  retired  slowly 
with  the  main  body  of  the  infantry,  while 
Oapt  Steele  was  meeting  the  deiuoostra- 
tfons  npon  our  ri^ht  flank.  This  having 
been  n'[)tilse<l.  luul  no  enemy  bcini?  in  siirl'.t, 
the  whole  column  moved  slowly  to  tho  hi^b, 
open  pnUrie,  about  two  miles  from  tiie  Iwt- 
tle-;rrfnirul ;  onr  ambubuu-es,  jiiermwTiilc, 
pasf*ing  to  and  fro,  carryintr  off  our  wounded. 
After  makings  short  halt  on  tiie  prairie,  we 
continued  our  march  to  Sjtriiiglicld. 

"It  should  bo  hero  remembered  thatjunt 
aftir  til©  order  to  retire  was  given,  and 
while  it  was  undecided  whether  the  retreat 
should  be  continue<l,  or  whether  we  shonld 
occuf)y  tho  more  favorable  position  of  onr 
rear*  and  await  tidings  of  CoL  Sigel,  one  of 
his  Tion-oommlssloned  officers  arrired,  and 
reported  tli.ir  the  t'oloiurH  brifr  idc  bad  been 
totally  routed,  and  all  his  artillery  captured. 
OoL  8igel  himsdf  having  boen  mther  killed 
or  made  prisoner.  Most  of  our  men  bad 
fired  nway  all  their  ammunition,  and  al!  that 
could  be  obtained  from  the  boxes  of  the 
killed  and  wounded.  Notliinjr,  therefore, 
wjis  left  to  do  but  to  return  to  JSpriugtield ; 
where  250  Home  CJuanls,  with  two  i)ieces 
of  artillery,  had  been  left  to  take  care  of  the 
train.  On  reaching  the  Little  York  road, 
we  met  Lient.  Farrond,  with  his  oompany 
of  dragoons,  and  a  considerable  portioo  of 
Col.  Sigel's  command,  with  one  piece  of 
artillery.  At  6  0*<dook,  P.  K.,  W©  nUtdied 
Springtield." 

Of  coursse,  tlic  Gmfederatesrlaimod 
tho  result  as  a  8ucce.-^s  ;  and  with  irood 
reasou,  eince  they  stood  on  the  de- 
fensive and  held  the  field,  aiid  coidd 

•It  waa  very  liard  for  our  soldiers  engaged  in 
the  nuun  or  firont  attack  to  admit  that  the  day 
went  against  us,  when  they  nisver  saw  the  faces 
of  the  Rebels  throughout  tli(>  fl^rlit  without  pee- 
ing their  backs  directly  afterward.  Thus  CoL 
John  K  Plammer,  lltii  IfiBBoari  (who  was  bad> 

^wounded),  testifies  bafOCO  ths  ComoiitlM  on 

the  Conduct  of  the  War: 

"I  have  but  little  more  to  say  in  regard  to  tho 
battle  exct'iit  thai  we  whipped  them.  •  *  » 
I  waa  severely  wounded,  and,  in  tho  course  of 
an  hour  and  a'halC  was  myself  in  an  ambulance. 
I  did  not  see  the  latter  part  of  the  action,  but 
Mnjor  SchoQeld  stated  to  me  that,  after  the  last 
repiil«e,  it  waa  a  perfect  rout — that  the  enemy 
flod  la  the  wildest  ooofusion.  Eveiybody  says 


AT   WILSON'S   CREEK.  581 

show  as  trophies  five  of  Sigel'g  nx 

gnns;  but  there  is  no  pretense,  on 
tlioir  part,  of  havinj^  pursued  those 
wliom  they  claimed  to  have  beaten  ; 
and  McCullocirs  first  official  r<'])ort 
only  sayri  of  our  army,  "  They  lia\  e 
met  witK  a  signal  repulse" — which 
was  the  trath.  He  admits  a  loss  of 
265  kffled,  800  woonded,  and  80 
mi&sing.  Onr  official  Teporta  make 
our  loss  2-23  killed,  721  wonnded,  and 
2!>2  missing.*  McOnlloch  Bays:  "My 
effective  force  was  5,300  infantry,  15 
])icccs  of  artillery,  and  0,(iOO  horse- 
men, tinned  with  fliut-loek  nm&kets, 
rifles,  and  shot-guns.  There  wero 
other  horsemen  with  the  army,  who 
were  ratirelj  nnaimed,  and,  instead 
of  being  a  help,  were  continually  in 
the  way."  lieut.  OoL  Merritt,  of 
the  Ist  Iowa,  in  his  report,  aays : 

"  The  onein  V  brought  to  the  field  14,000 
woU-arnied  uud  well-disoipHaed  troops,  and 
10,000  hrr^lar  troops;  and  our  own  force 
amonutcil  to  afiotit  5,000  troojfs  in  the  early 
uart  of  the  engagement,  and  considerably 
lew  than  4,000  troops  for  the  oonoladioy^ 
Ibnrhoanofit'* 

Maj.  Sturgis,  in  his  official  report 
of  the  battle,  says: 

"  That  8,700  men,  after  a  fhtiguing  night- 
march,  attai  keil  the  enemy,  nuinln'rinp 
2;i,0(uj.  on  their  own  fi^round,  and.  after  a 
bloody  conflict  of  si.x  hours,  withdrew  St 
tliuir  jilea-ure,  i-;  the  best  eulogimn  I  esa 
Inusr,  on  tliuir  coiuluct  that  day.'"' 


that  *  *  «  ScboOeld  also  stated  that,  hi 
attempting  to  ride  forward  to  reconnoiter  and 

SCO  where  the  eiicmy  were,  their  deatl  were 
]>ilod  up  so  thick  that  ho  nould  not  ride  over 
them,  but  had  to  make  a  considerable  di'-toar. 

"Xhero  was  a  flag  of  truoe  sent  out  after  oar 
return  to  Springfield,  as  I  heard.  A  yo  ui(r  doe- 
tor  of  the  army  went  out  with  it,  with  u  Cqw  men 
and  8onio  wagons,  to  obtain  tho  body  of  Gen. 
Lyon,  and  to  look  for  our  wounded  left  on  the 
tteld.  He  told  me  that  Gen.  MoCuUoch  cemarkad 
to  atKRi^mmtssioned  ofllosr — a  seiigeant — who 
attended  the  party,  '  Your  loss  was  very  prcut ; 
but  oiu-s  was  four  times  yours ;'  and  I  think  It 
but  a  fair  estimate  to  put  their  loss  at  least  at 
high  as  4,000  men,  killed  and  wonndeii/' 

^  Geo.  Lyon's  entire  force,  as  returned  by  hii 
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He  further  bays : 

*'  Our  total  lofls,  in  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing,  amounts  to  1,285— that  of  the 
tnmaj  will  prolMbly  ntdi  8,000." 

Beyond  doubt,  the  Rebel  army 
was  ooneidenbly  larger  than  cm — 
probably  aboat  two  to  one.  It  em- 
bodied not  only  the  mass  of  the  Mis- 

aonri  Rebels  uii<hTQ€n.Prir(\  a-  well 
as  those  of  Arkansas  under  McCul- 
loch,  but  a  considerable  force,  nl-o. 
from  Texas,  M-ith  one  regiment  fn>ni 
Louisiana.  Aiiioni:;  its  looses  were 
Col.  Weightmun,  coniniaiidiug  a  brig- 
ade of  Missourians,  while  Qens.  Slack 
end  Olark  were  aoTerely,  and  G^. 
Price  slightly  wounded.  Yetthepre- 
pcmderance  of  losses  was  undoubted- 
ly on  onr  side;  that  of  Lvon  alone 
being  a  national  disaster.'  M(;(Jiil- 
loeh,  from  his  eamp  w<"^r  Springfield, 
o?i  the  12t]i,  after  learning  that  the 
lJui(»n  armv,  under  Sturjiris  and 
Sigel,  had  retreated  from  that  city, 
isBued  an  exalting  proclamation,  in 
which  he  said : 

"We  liave  gained  over  them  a  great  and 
•fgnal  Tietory.    Tbeir  geieitd-in-ebief  is 

sliiin.  nn<l  ninny  of  their  other  geiiorn'  offi- 
cers wounded;  tbeir  army  is  in  full  tliglit ; 
and  now,  if  the  true  men  of  Mis-souri  will 
vise  np  and  rnlN  amnnd  oor  standard,  the 
State  will  be  redeemed.    *  •  • 

Missouri  mast  be  alluwe  I  to  ohoooa  her 
own  destiny — no  oaths  binding  your  oon< 


Adjutant,  J.  C.  Kelton,  on  tbo  8th  of  Augast 
(the  day  before  tho  l):iltlo1,  %vu3  :k'^W  ;  which  in- 
cluded bis  sick  and  wounded  in  liospitul,  all  who 
ww«  abaenft  on  qweU  dnty,  and  hia  gnaid  left 
hi  Springfield.  It  is,  therefore,  cert.iin  that  he 
fought  the  battle  of  Wilsoa's  Creek  wiib  less 
than  6,500,  and,  alter  the  rout  of  Sigel,  with 
Icaa  than  4,500.  We  have  sci  n  tl.at  the  Rebels, 
by  their  own  aoooiint.  had  at  lca.st  twice  tlu.<i 
Bumber  in  the  field,  beeide  those  left  in  camp 
Ibr  want  of 


*  Pdlafd,  in  hia  "  SoutlMra  History,"  aays: 

"  The  death  of  C!en.  Lvon  was  a  serious  loss  to 
the  Federals  in  Missouri,    lie  wom  au  able  and 
nan  of  the  tiows^  wlio  ap> 


I  aetenoes.  I  haTe  difnM)  tho  enemy  from 

among  you.  TIjo  time  Ims  now  arrived  fat 
tlie  people  of  the  State  to  act.  You  can  no 
longer  procrastinate.  Mixaoori  must  now 
take  her  poflition.  be  it  Nortii  or  Sooth.** 

In  an  older  to  hia  anuy,  iasaed  that 
day,  he  aaja: 

"  Tlie  flag  of  the  Confederacy  now  floats 
near  Springfield,  the  stronghold  of  the 
enemy," — 

proWiig  that  he  did  not,  even  jet, 
feel  Btrong  enough  to  attack  that 
citj.  Bat  Springfield  was  neither 
fortified  nor  provisioned  ior  a  siege ; 
while  the  immense  preponderance  of 
the  llt'ltel;*  in  cavalrv  would  have 
enahled  them  to  cut  off  our  su]>plie3 
from  every  quarter :  a  retreat  was, 
therefore,  widely  determined  on,  and 
commenced  dnring  the  night  of  the 
14th.  On  the  19th,  our  little  army, 
with  a  bagg^age  train  five  miles  long, 
n?achcd  Holla  utterly  nnmolested. 
Indeed,  it  does  not  seem  to  have 
been  even  ptinaed.* 

John  C.  Fremont  had,  on  the  9th 
of  July,  been  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Western  District,  in- 
dudii^  the  States  of  Illinois,  Een- 
t  uchy,  Missouri,  and  Kansas,  with  the 
Territories  stretching  westward  of 
these;  but  was  still  in  New-York, 
endeavoring  to  obtain  necessary  arms, 
equipments,  and  munitions,  when 


prerinted  tlio  foroa  of  audadty  and  quick  do- 
cisiun  in  a  revolutionary  war.  To  military  edu- 
cation and  talents,  he  unitod  a  rare  enerRy  and 

promptitude.  Nb  doubts  or  scniplLH  unsettled 
his  mind.  A  Connecticut  YuukLe,  ^\itIlOllt  a 
trace  of  cliiv.nlric  feeling' or  personal  pi'nsibililjr 
— one  of  those  who  Rubinii  to  insult  witlx  iu» 
difleronc-c.  ret  are  bravo  on  the  field— he  waa 
this  exception  to  the  politics  of  the  late  rc(^!ar 
nrmy  of  the  United  States,  that  he  was  an 
unmitigated,  ttodhigaiaed,  and  fkni^icBl  Ab^ 
lilionist." 

'  Pollard,  in  lua  "  Southern  History,"  saya : 
"Shortly  after       battle,  the  Oonftderale 
nrniy  rctiinir-<i  to  the  fVontier  of  Arkaii.<«a.t; 
Oea.<i.  Mci'Utloch  and  Price  haring  fuilcd  to 
agree  upon  the  plan  of  acampaign  hi  lUsaoufL" 
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tidings  were  received  of  the  Union 
disaster  nt  Bull  Run.  lie  left  that 
city  on  the  eveniiiix  of  that  day 
(July  22d),  and  reached  St.  Loui- 
on  the  25th. 

The  bad  news  had,  of  course,  pre- 
ceded Idm;  and  lie  found  most  of 
the  Union  soldien  in  his  department 
jnst  ready  to  be  mustered  oat  of  ser- 
vice at  the  close  of  their  three  months' 
Mklistmcnt— disaffected,  because  un- 
paid :  Avhilc  arms,  money,  and  nearly 
everything  else  required  hy  tlie  ]>n])lic  , 
.exigency,  were  wanting.  Tlic  Union-  I 
istii  were  temporarily  stunned  and 
almost  paralyzed  by  their  great  and 
nnezpeoted  disastei  near  Washing- 
ton. The  energies  of  the  Govern- 
ment were  absorbed  in  hurrying  to 
the  Potomac  every  available  regiment 
and  battery  from  whatever  quarter ; 
while  the  SeeesBionists,  exultant  and 
Fangnino,  were  preparing  on  all  sides 
to  j)u?h  their  advantage  promptly 
and  to  the  utmost. 

lient  Qov.  Beynolds,  in  a  procla- 
mation to  the  people  of  Mbsonri, 
dated  New  Madrid,  Jnly  81st,  with 
good  reason  assured  them,  that  "  the 
son  which  shone  in  its  fidl,  midday 
splendor  at  Manassas,  i-^  about  to 
rij!.e  npon  Missouri."  Every  young  ! 
slaveholder  instinctively  snatc  hed  liis 
rifle,  mounted  liis  horse,  and  started 
for  the  nearest  Eehel  camp.  Each  old 
one  stayed  at  home,  professed  neu- 
trality, if  the  Union  sentiment  of 
his  neighborhood  were  decidedly  pre- 
dominant, but  sent  his  older  sons  to 
reenforee  Jackson  and  Price.  "Wher- 
ever, :ls  in  north-eastern  Mi-^souri, 
and  along  the  great  lines  of  railroad, 
Rebel  armies  could  not  be  main- 
tained, there  guerrilla  bands  were 
organized,  to  operate  with  vigor  by 

*Ih>tii|ia  Ktntncigr  nd  ■omb-ortara  Missoor 
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nigh^  hiding  in  the  forestS)  or  dis- 
persing to  their  homes  and  pretend- 
ing to  be  peaceful  citizens,  by  day. 
The  bolder  traitors  were  ready  and 
eager  for  0{>en  hostilities ;  the  more 
cowardly  would  follow  their  leaders 
in  a  midnight  raid  on  a  peaodbl 
Union  settlraient,  or  aid  &em  in 
burning  railroad  bridges.  Kentucky, 
though  httiberto  closed  against  Union 
soldiers,  received  without  objection 
larjje  bodies  of  Rebels  from  Tennes- 
see  and  below,  and,  from  herthoro\igh- 
ly  disloyal  Western  district,  formi- 
dably threatened  Cairo.  Gen.  Fre- 
mont's position  and  its  difficulties  are 
very  forcibly  depicted  in  the  private 
letter  ^riiich  he  addressed,  five  daya 
after  his  arrival,  to  the  President,  at 
follows : 

'*HaA]>-Qi;AitTSB8  Wkstkrn  DErAm-Msxt, 

"  St.  Louib,  July  80th,  18C1. 

*•  Mt  Dkar  Sin :  You  were  kind  enouf^ 
to  say  that,  as  ocrasion.'*  of  sufllcic:it  gravi^ 
arose,  1  might  aead  you  a  private  note. 

'*  I  hare  fonnd  thfs  command  in  disorder  f 
nearly  evory  county  in  an  insurref  (ionnry 
coDdition,  and  the  enemy  advancing  in  torco 
by  diffsrent  points  of  tb»  Southern  frontier. 
Within  a  cirrlo  of  fifty  miles  anmnd  Gen. 
Prentiss,  ttiere«re  about  13.000  of  tlic  Con- 
federate foreea;"  and  5,<)00  Tennessee  and 
Arkansas  men.  uiuUr  Ilunloc,  well  armed 
with  rifles,  are  advancinji  upon  1  ronton.  Of 
these,  2,000  are  cavalry,  which,  yest.  r  hiy 
morning,  were  witlyn  twenty-four  hours' 
march  of  Ironton.  Col.  Bland,  who  had 
been  seduced  from  tliis  post,  is  falling:  back 
upon  it.  I  have  abready  regnforoed  it  with 
one  regiment ;  srat  another  this  momioff, 
and  fortilic<l  it.  I  am  holding  tlie  railroad 
to  Irontou  and  tluit  to  BolJa,  so  securing 
onr  connections  witb  fh%  Sonth.  Other 
measures,  whicli  I  am  taking'.  T  will  not 
trust  to  a  letter;  and  I  write  tiiin  only  to  in- 
form you  as  to  our  true  condition,  and  to 
say  thiit,  if  I  ran  obt.ain  the  material  aid  I 
am  expecting,  y<in  may  f^•l•l  Hccuro  that  the 
enemy  wiil  be  «lriv(  ii  out,  iukI  the  J^tatc  re- 
duced to  order.  I  tiavo  onl' t<m1  Ci  ii.  Top© 
back  to  North  Misijouri,  of  wliicli  lie  is  now 
in  coaunaad.  1  am  lorely  j^rt^^sed  for  want 
of  arras.  I  have  arranged  with  Adams's 
Express  Company  to  bring  mo  everything 

,  tbieatening  Osiro^  where  PrentiaB  coBunandsd. 
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with  speed,  and  will  boy  arms  to-day  ia 
NewoYork.  Oar  troofM  h«ve  not  b«en  pdd, 

and  some  regiments  aru  in  u  state  uf  mutiny  ; 
aad  tiie  men  wlio^^o  term  of  service  is  ex- 
pired ii^nerally  refuse  to  reSnlut  I  lost  a  fine 
rei^imeiit  last  niL'ht.  from  inability  to  pay 
them  a  purtioii  of  tlio  money  due.  Tliis 
rogi:nc-nt  liud  \nivn  intended  to  moTtt  on  ft 
oritical  post  lust  night  The  Treasurer  of 
the  United  States  has  here  $300,000  en- 
tirely unappropriated.  I  aj)plied  to  him 
yesterday  for  $100,000  for  my  Paymaster, 
Gen.  Andrews,  bnt  was  refbsed.  We  hare 
not  au  hour  fur  delay.  There  are  three 
courses  o^'n  to  lue :  One,  to  let  the  enemy 
possess  himself  of  some  of  the  strongest 
points  in  tlie  State,  and  tliri'iiton  St,  Louis, 
which  is  iiisurrectiouary.  feecoud:  to  force 
a  loan  from  Seoession  banks  here.  Third : 
tonso  the  money  belon^rinj^  to  t!i'^  Govern- 
meat,  which  is  in  tlio  Treiutury  here.  Of 
ooarse,  I  will  neither  lose  the  State,  nor  per- 
mit the  enemy  a  foot  of  advaiifairt".  I  liavo 
infbsed  enerfty  and  uc;lvity  into  the  dopurt- 
meut,  and  there  is  a  thorouj^j  good  spirit 
in  officers  and  men.  This  morning,  I  will 
order  the  Treasurer  to  deliver  tlio  money  in 
his  possession  to  Cien.  Andrews,  and  will 
•Mia  a  force  to  the  Treasury  to  take  the 
money,  and  will  direct  snch  payments  as 
the  exi^jeiu'v  ri  iiuircs.  I  will  hazard  every- 
thing for  the  defense  of  the  department  you 
have  confided  to  me,  and  I  trust  to  yon  for 
support. 

**  With  respect  and  regard,  I  am  yours  truly, 
"J.  O.  Frbmomt, 

'*  Major  General  ronnnanding, 
"To  tho  PuEsiuKXT  of  the  United  Suites." 

Gen.  Fremont,  in  liis  testimony 
before  tlie  Conimittoe  on  tlie  Con- 
duct of  the  War,  thua  explains  liis 
action  in  the  preiii^i^cHi : 

"  A  frlanoe  at  tlio  map  will  make  it  appa- 
rent that  Cairo  was  the  point  which  first 
demanded  ifimicdiate  attention.  The  force 
under  Gen.  i.yun  eould  retreat,  but  tlie  po- 
lition  at  Cairo  could  not  be  abandoned ;  the 
question  of  holdhig  Cairo  was  one  which 
Involved  tho  safety  of  the  whole  Northwest. 
Had  the  taking  of  St.  Looia  followed  tlio 
defeat  of  Manassas,  the  disaster  mi^'ht  have 
been  irretrievable ;  while  the  loss  ot  S] .ri nr;. 
field,  should  our  army  ho  ootnpelled  to  fall 
back  upon  Rollo,  would  only  carry  with  it 
tlie  loss  of  a  part  of  Missouri— a  loss  greatly 
to  be  regretted,  but  not  irretrievable. 

Having  reeuforced  Oope  Girardeau  and 
Ironton,  by  the  utmost  exertions  T  suoeeeded 
in  getting  toj^ether  an<l  crnharkin;^  with  a 
force  of  1^,800  men,  live  days  after  my  ar- 
livaliuStLoidB. 


'•From  St.  Louis  to  Cairo  was  an  ea^ 
day*s  journey  by  water,  aiMl  tnuisportatlon 
almiidunt.  To  Si)rin^^lu'](l,  was  a  week's 
man-h  ;  and,  liefore  1  could  liare  reached  it| 
('.'tiro  would  have  botti  taken,  and  with  it, 
1  believe,  St.  Louis. 

''Oil  my  arrival  at  Cairo,  I  found  the  forcj 
under  GKbu.  Prentiss  reduced  to  l.-2>n>  men  ; 
consisting  mainly  of  a  rcniment  which  had 
agreed  to  await  my  arrival.  A  few  miles 
bilow,  at  Now  Madrid,  Gen.  Pillow  hod 
hmded  a  force  estimated  at  20,000,  which 
subsequent  events  showed  was  not  exagger- 
ated. Our  force,  jrrcatly  increased  to  tho 
enen^  by  rumor,  drove  him  to  a  hasty  re- 
treat, and  permanentiy  secured  tho  po- 
sition. *  *  * 

"I  returned  to  St.  Louis  on  the  4tli,  hav- 
ing, in  the  mean  time,  ordered  Col.  Stephen- 
.son's  regiment  from  Hooneville.  and  Col. 
.Montgotnery  from  Kansas,  to  march  to  the 
relief  of  (icii.  I -yon. 

"  Immediately  upon  my  arrival  from 
Cairo,  I  set  myself  a:  work,  amid  inces.sant 
demands  upon  my  time  from  every  quarter, 
principally  to  provide  reonforcements  for 
Gen,  Lyon. 

"1  do  not  accept  S)irinp;field  as  a  disaster 
belonging  to  my  admii^istratiuii.  Causes, 
wholly  out  of  my  jarisdiotion,  had  already 
prepared  tho  defeat  of  Qen.l4ron  liefortt  mj 
an'ival  at  St.  Louis." 

Adj.  Gen.  Ilunlini::,  Avhom  Gen. 
Fremont  found,  hy  ajipiuiitnient  of 
Gen.  Lyon,  in  practical  command  at 
St.  Louis,  says : 

'^Gen.  Fremont  was  not  inattentive  to 
the  situation  of  Gen.  Lyon's  column,  and 

went  so  far  as  to  remove  the  f^arrison  of 
Hooneville  in  order  to  i>end  him  aid.  Dur- 
ing the  first  days  of  August,  troops  arrived 
in  the  city  in  largo  numbers.  Nearly  all  of 
them  were  unarmed;  all  were  without 
transportation.  Hegimont  after  raiment 
lay  for  days  in  the  city  without  any  equip-> 
mcnts,  for  the  reason  that  the  Arsenal  was 
exh.iusted,  and  arms  nnd  accouterment^s  had 
to  be  brought  from  the  East.  From  these 
men,  Gen.  Lyon  would  have  had  re^nfbro^ 
meuts,  althonc^li  tluy  were  wliolly  uu- 
j>racticed  in  tho  use  of  tho  musket  and  knew 
not hiug  of  movements  in  tho  field;  but,  in 
the  mean  time,  tlio  battle  of  the  lOUl  of  Au- 
gust was  fought." 

News  of  Goii.  Lyon's  repulse  and 
death  readied  ISt.  Louis  on  the  loth. 
Gen.  Fremont  thereupon  decided  to 
fortify  that  city  widi  all  possible 
dispatch^  as  a  pennanent  and  central 
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iMse  of  operationB;  to  fortify  and 
ganisOQ,  likewise,  Cape  Girardeau, 
Lronton,  BoUay  and  J(  ffi  ivon  City; 
iidug  for  this  purpose  liired  lahor  so 
far  as  possible,  so  tliat  his  raw  re- 
cruits, even  thoiigli  \manned,  might 
be  drilled  and  fitted  for  8er\acc  bo 
rapidly  as  might  be;  when,  on  the 
receipt  of  snffident  arms,  he  would 
take  the  field  at  the  head  of  a  na- 
merous  and  effective  army,  and  speed- 
ily r^ain  all  that  should  have,  mean- 
time, been  lost.  lie  now  issued  the 
following  stringent  and  stirring  gene> 
ral  order: 

"  IIead-Quaitters  op  tbb  Wbstkbn  Dkp't, 
"  St.  Loms,  Angosl  Sist. 

"  rinMiinnfanees.  in  iny  jtulgrnent,  of  snf- 
ficifiit  urgcucv,  rcinlor  it  necessary  that  tlio 
Ooiiiinao^g  Goiterul  of  this  department 
should  a^mne  tlu*  admiiiistrativo  ])<>wor  of 
the  State.  Its  diiHjrgaiiizcJ  condition,  tlie 
helplessness  of  tlie  civil  authority,  llio  total 
inaecarity  of  life,  and  tho  devastation  of 
inopertj  by  bands  of  murderers  and  ina- 
noders,  Avho  infest  neiirly  every  county  in 
the  State,  aud  avail  themselves  of  the  pub- 
lic miflfortanes  and  the  Tfcinity  of  a  hostile 
force  to  -rratity  ])rivMtf  .umI  ru  i;,'liliorhuo(l 
Tengcauco,  aud  who  had  an  enemy  wherever 
thejr  find  plunder,  finallj  demand  the  se- 
verest measures  to  repress  tlio  daily  iiu-rciis- 
in^  crimes  and  outrages  whioh  are  drivinjj 
olT  tho  inhabitants  and  ruining  the  State. 
In  this  conditinn,  the  public  safety  and  tho 
success  of  our  arms  rc«|uire  uuity  of  pur- 
pose, without  let  or  hindrance  to  the  prompt 
administration  of  affairs. 

"In  order,  therefore,  to  suppress  dis- 
orders, to  maintain,  as  far  as  now  pray|tt- 
eable,  the  pablio  peace,  nnd  to  give  security 
and  proteetion  to  the  persons  and  property 
of  loyal  citizens,  I  do  hereby  extend  and 
declare  established  martial  law  throughout 
the  State  of  Ifissoarl.  The  linos  of  the 
army  of  occupation  in  this  State  are,  for  the 
present,  declared  to  extend  from  Leaveu- 
worth,  by  way  of  the  posti  of  Jefferson 
City,  Rolla,  and  Ironton,  to  Ca|)e  (lirardeau, 
on  the  Mississippi  river.  All  i)ersons  wliu 
shall  be  tolcen  with  arms  in  their  ]i:Liids, 
within  tlifse  liiK-s,  shall  bo  tricil  !)y  Court- 
JMLartia],  aud,  it'  found  guilty,  will  l>e  hhot. 
^The  property,  real  and  personal,  of  all  per- 
sons in  the  State  of  Missouri  who  slioll  take 
up  anns  against  the  United  States,  or  shall 
bo  directly  proven  to  have  taken  active  part 
iritli  their  enemies  in  the  field,  is  declared 


to  be  confiscated  to  tho  public  use ;  and 
their  slaves,  if  any  they  have,  are  herebj 
deolared  firee  men. 

"All  persons  who  shullbo  provLii  to  have 
destroyed,  after  the  publication  of  tliis  order, 
nulnwd  tracks,  bridges,  or  telegraphs,  shaJl 
suffer  the  exlrctuo  penalty  of  tho  law. 

"All  persons  engaged  in  troasonablo  cor- 
rcsponden^e,  in  giving  or  prooaring  aid  to 
the  enemies  of  tlie  United  States,  in  dis- 
turbing tlie  public  tranquillity  by  creating 
and  ciioiilating  false  reports  or  incendiary 
doctimonts,  are  in  their  own  interest  warned 
that  they  are  exposing  themselves. 

"All  persona  who  have  been  led  away 
from  tlieir  allegiance  are  nxpiirod  to  return 
to  their  homes  forthwith ;  any  such  absence, 
without  sulticient  cause,  will  bo  held  to  be 
presumptive  evidence  against  thenu 

"The  object  of  this  declaration  Is  to 
plucu  in  the  hands  of  tho  military  autliorities 
the  fower  to  give  iustautaiieous  effect  to 
existmg  laws,  andtosnpply  such  defldendea 
as  tho  conditions  of  war  demand.  But  it  ia 
not  intended  to  suspend  tho  ordinary  tribu- 
nals of  the  country,  where  the  latr  "will  1m» 
administered  bytlK>ci\  i!  oi^icers  in  tho  usual 
manner  and  with  tiieir  customary  authority, 
while  the  same  can  he  peaceably  exercised. 

"The  CommaudiiiL'  (ientrul  \v'\\\  labor 
vigilantly  for  the  jjublic  welfare,  aud,  in  his 
etfbrts  for  their  safety,  liopes  to  obtain  not 
only  the  acquiescence,  but  the  active  anp- 
port,  of  the  people  of  the  country." 

"J.  0.  Frbmobt,  ]I^.-G«n.  Oom.** 

This  order,  .so  far  as  it  declared  tlie 
slaves  of  Rebels  tp  be  free,  was  sub- 
sequently overruled  and  annulled  by 
Preeident  linooln,  as  will  hereafter 
be  Been. 

Gen.  Price,  Tery  naturally,  did  not 
see  fit  to  await  the  foUillnient  of 
Gen.  Fremont's  programme.  Though 
abandoned  hv  ^rfC^illocli,  with  tho 
bidk  of  tlie  C(>iile(leratu  army,  he 
moved  nurtliward  fruiii  Springiield 
about  the  middle  of  August,  receiv- 
ing rednforeonentB  oontiniially,  and, 
d^^ting  to  the  west  as  he  adTanoed, 
pushed  back  a  far  in^or  force  of 
ITnionists  under  Gen.  Lane,  after  a 
little  brush,  at  the  crossing  of  a 
etream  known  rs  Dry  Wood,  and 
sent  a  detachment  to  atid  occupied 
Fort  Scott,  on  the  edge  of  Kansas^ 
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which  was  found  eyacuated.  Thence, 
adraactDg  north  bj  east  unopposed, 
he  reached  Warrensbniig  on  the  l(Hh 
of  Septembo',  aodfOn  the  11th,  drew 

up  before  Lexinpjton."  Here  Col.  Mul- 
ligan, of  the  Iriali  (Cliicsigo)  Brigade, 
at  the  head  of  2,7SO  Union  soldiers, 
witli  barely  forty  rounds  of  anitnu- 
nition,  and  eight  smiill  guns,  had 
token  post  ou  a  hill  northeast  of  the 


citj,  and,  in  confident  expectation  of 
behig  soon  relieved,  awaited  and  de- 
fied the  orerwhehning  nombers  of 

the  Eebek,  who  were  rapidly  BweUed 

by  the  arrival  of  Gen.  Harris  from 
the  north  side  of  the  river,  and  by 

rei-nforcenients  and  volnnteors  from 
ill!  (juiirters,  until  they  numbered  not 
less  tlian  2r>,<H)0,  with  13  guns. 
Col.  Muliigau'b  position,  naturally 


strong,  included  a  large  college  and  1 
its  grounds,  comprising  an  nrc.i  of  at  j 
least  111  teen  acres,  and  had  been 
hastily  but  etiectivdy  fortified  by 
earthworks,  which  were  somewhat 
strengthened  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  siege.  An  industrious 
cannonade  was  opened  from  four 
different  ])oints  on  the  beleaguered 
ITnioni-t-*,  but  with  little  etfect.  Some 
outer  works  were  iakeu.  and  some 
T{»'l)el  sh:\r])shooters  took  possession 
of  a  dwelling  which  overlooked 
our  intr^ichmentR,  bnt  were  readily 
driven  oat  by  an  intrepid  char] 


rrn 


"  A  ^'oung  city  of  livo  or  six  tliousaud  iubabit> 
mta,  the  capital  of  LafoTette  Ooimtjr,  aituated 
on  iho  Bouth  bank  of  llio  MisBOuri,  210  miles 
trwt  of  St.  Lotiia,  and  60  or  60  from  the  near* 


No  general,  determined  assault  was 
made — Gen.  Pric-e  not  caring  to  rush 
his  raw  levies  upon  substiintial  bresust- 
works,  and  evidently  perceiving  that 
the  garri8<m  must  soon  be  fatoed.  to 
surrender. 

•Gen.  Fremont,  at  St.  Louis,  was 
apprised,  on  the  13th,  of  HnU^an's 
arri\al  at  I^xington ;  and  another 
dispatcli  oTi  the  same  day  inf  mned 
him  that  Price  was  reported  near 
Warrensburg  with  .5,000  to  lo.OOO 
men ;  also  that  Gen.  Jelf.  C.  Davis, 
conunanding,  at  Jefferson  Oity,  a  dis- 
trict which  included  Lexington,  was 

csl  point  on  the  North  Missouri  Ruilroad,  or  od 
that  iMntion  of  the  Faciflo  Road  yet  oompleted. 

The  river  was  tlicii  at  so  low  ii  staprc  as  to  be 
navignble  oo)/  by  boats  of  an  inferior  cUsa. 
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giving  vigilant  attention  to  Price's 
movements.  Tliat  same  dny  brought, 
by  telegraph,  pressing  deiuaiKls  for 
more  troops  Irom  Gen.  Grant,  com- 
manding at  Cairo;  and  the  next — 
the  14th — brought  peremptory  orders 
from  Gen.  Scott  to  ''send  5,000  well- 
anned  infkntxy  to  Washington  with- 
out a  moment's  delay."   Gen .  Eobert 
Anderson,  commanding  in  Kentucky, 
was  also  caUing  urgently  on  Gen. 
Fremont,  Iiis  inimodiate  Biiperior,  for 
reenforeemcnt-s   to  save  Lf)ni>vi]le, 
tlien  tlircatened  bv  tlie  Eebels,  wlio 
were  raj[)idly  '  anne.xing'  Kentucky. 
Gen.  Fremont  had  at  that  time  Bcat- 
teied  over  his  entire  department,  and 
confronted  at  nearly  every  point  by 
formidable  and  often  Bnperiorimm- 
bersof  Bebels,  a  total  of  55,693  men ; 
"whereof  over  11,000  occupied  Fort 
Holt  and  Paducah,  Ky.,  warding  oil 
the  nienaced  advance  of  the  IlebcLs 
in  force  on  Cairo  and  St.  Loui.s  ;  some 
10,000  more  held  Cairo  and  import- 
ant points  in  its  vicinity ;  while  Gen. 
Pope,  in  North  Kissonri,  had  5,500 ; 
Gen.  BaviS)  at  Jefferson  GSfy,  9,600, 
and  there  were  4,700  at  Holla,  and 
8,000  at  Ironton ;  leaving  less  than 
7,000  at  St.  Lonis.    Gon.  Lano,  on 
tlie  frontier  of  Kansas,  had  2,20"  ; 
and  those,  witli  a  ii^ood  part  of  Pope's 
command  under  Cien.  bturgis,  and  a 
large  proportion  of  Davis's  at  Jeffer- 
son City,  were  disposable  for  the  re- 
'lief  of  Lexington,  toward  which  point 
they  weire  directed  and  expected  to 
move  80  rapidly  as  possible^   On  tht; 
13th,  two  regiments  were  ordered 
from  St.  Louis  to  Jeffei-son  City,  and 
two  t)tliers  from  that  point  to  Lexing- 
ton.   Fremont,  pressed  on  every  side, 
thus  re^imnded  by  telegraph,  on  the 
15th,  to  the  reqni^on  upon  him  for 
five  regfanfloiB  for  Waahingtoii  City : 


"Rolitiblo  information  from  tho  vicinitj 
of  Price's  column  shows  his  present  force  to 
bo  11,000  at  Worrensburg  and  4,000  at 
Georgetown,  with  pickets  extending  toward 
Syracuse.  Green  is  nmking  for  liooneville» 
with  a  probable  force  of  8,000.  Withdrawal 
of  force  from  tbia  part  of  Missouri  risk* 
the  State;  from  Padacah,  loses  Western 
Kentucky.  As  the  lust.  I  have  ordered  two 
re^'imcnts  from  this  city,  two  from  Ken- 
tucky, and  ▼ill  make  up  uie  rem^der  fr«a 
tlie  new  force  being  m&ed  by  th*  Governor 

of  Illinois." 

The  Kebels  of  north-eastern  Mis- 
souri'-reported  at  4,500 — led  hy  Cols. 
Boyd  and  Patton,  marehed  from  St. 
Joseph,  on  the  12th,  toward  Lexing- 
ton, where  they  douhtiess  had  been 
advised  that  they  would  find  Prioe 
on  iheir  arrival  Two  parties  of 
UmoniBts  etarted  in  pnrsnit  from  dif- 
ferent  points  on  the  Xortli  Missouri 
Railroad,  directed  to  form  a  junetion 
at  Liberty,  Clav  county.  Lieut.  Col. 
Scott,  of  the  Iowa  3d,  reached  tliat 
point  at  7  a.  m..  on  the  ITtli,  and,  not 
meeting  there  tlie  expected  coopera- 
ting foroe  from  Cameron,  under  Col. 
Smith,  pushed  on  to  Bhie  ICillB  Land- 
ing, on  ihe  Miflsonri,  where  he  at- 
tacked the  Bebels — ^now  commanded 
by  Gen.  David  R.  Atchison — and 
was  promptly  and  thoroughly  routed. 
Col.  Smith,  who  had  boon  delayed  by 
rains  and  bad  roads,  readied  Liberty 
bv  dark,  and  there  met  Scott's  beaten 
and  demoralized  regiment.  They 
now  moved  together  to  fbe  Landing 
(on  the  18ih);  but  fonnd  that  the  Be- 
beb  had  aU  croised  the  river  and 
])uahed  on  to  Lexington,  thirty  miles 
distant.  Smith  thereupon  returned 
to  St.  Joseph ;  and  Gen.  Sturgis, 
who  was  advancing  by  another  route 
to  the  relief  of  Lexington,  being  con- 
fronted by  a  superior  Kebel  force 
under  Gen.  Parsons,  likewise  retreat- 
ed northward,  with  the  loss  (Pollaid 
says)  of  aU  his  tents  and  oamp  equi^ 
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ai;c.  Gen.  Pope  had  telegraphed 
(Jen.  Fremont,  on  the  16th,  from 
Pahn yra,  as  follows : 

"  The  troops  I  sent  to  Lexington  will  be 
there  the  day  after  to-morrow  [18th],  and 
consist  of  two  full  ro^'iiiieiits  of  itif;intry, 
fonr  pieces  of  artillery,  and  150  irregular 
horse.  TtiMe,  with  the  two  Ohio  regiments, 
^vlli(•II  w  ill  ivacli  tlioro  on  Tluirsd.iy  flOth], 
will  make  a  reinforcement  of  4,000  men  and 
foar  pieces  of  artniery." 

Unliappily,  all  these  calculations' 
proved  futile.  No  part  of  (ien.  P(»])e's 
4,000  men  and  fom*  pieces  of  artillery 
ireaelied  the  beleagaered  and  sorelj 
preased  Mulligan ;  nor  did  an  j  of  the 
reenforoementB  oidered  to  his  support 
firom  all  quarter.^.  On  the  ITth,  he 
was  cut  off  from  the  river  hy  the 
enemy,  and  tlius  deprived  of  water — 
Bavc  such  a^  was  jtoured  upon  liiin 
from  the  skies,  whi.-li  liis  unshelti-red 
soldiers  caught  in  their  blankets,  and 
then  wrung  out  into  camp-dishes,  to 
assuage  their  tbint.  The  ferry-boats 
woe  likewise  seized  by  the  Bebels, 
to  prevent  his  eacafung,  as  well  as  to 

"  CoL  Mulligan,  in  his  offldal  account  of  the 
•logo,  s  jys: 

"At  9  A.  M.,  of  the  18th,  the  tirnms  beat  to 
•raw,  and  the  terrible  struggle  commenced.  The 
enemy's  force  bad  been  bioreased  te  28,000  men 
and  13  pieoea  of  artlUerjr.  The^oame  on  as  one 
dark,  iii:)viiig  mass;  men  armed  to  tht-  lectli,  as 
far  as  Uie  eye  could  reach — men,  men,  men  wore 
Tialble.  They  planted  two  batterica  in  front, 
one  oa  the  left,  one  on  the  rigbt,  and  one  bi  the 
rear,  and  opened  with  a  tenlble  fire,  which  was 
MISWerad  with  the  utmost  bravery  and  deter- 
nUnation.  Our  Hpi<'^^  h  ul  iururmed  us  that  the 
fiebeb  intendeii  !  >  i.i  i  onu  grand  rout,  and 
hmj  na  m  the  tranches  of  Lexington.  The  bat- 
tsriee  opened  at  9  o*dodc ;  and  for  tliree  dny^ 
they  never  ceased  to  pour  dt-adly  shot  upon  us. 
About  noou,  the  liospital  was  taken.  It  was 
situated  on  the  left,  outside  of  the  intrencliment.><. 
I  bad  taken  for  granted,  never  thought  it  neoea- 
■ary  to  bnild  fbrtifiaations  around  the  sick  man's 
couch.  I  had  thought  that,  among  civill/ed 
nations,  the  soldier  sickeued  and  wounded  in 
the  service  of  his  country  would,  at  least,  be 
■aored.  But  I  was  uwxperienced,  and  bad  yet 
to  leara  that  such  was  not  the  ease  wHh  Bebels. 
Tlioy  bcsiefted  tlio  hospit-'il.  took  it.  and  from 
the  balcony  and  roof  their  sharpshooters  poured 
ftdaadlj  fire  wMdn  our  tntrewduneiktB.  It  con* 


preclude  the  receipt  of  rcenforoe- 
ments.  Eations  beeanie  t^hort;  and 
the  Missouri  Home  Guard,  who  con- 
stitnted  a  good  part  of  our  forces, 
were  early  dispirited,  refased  to  fight, 
and  clamored  for  a  surrender.  Oar 
artillerv  had  very  little  and  very  bad 
ammunition;  while  the  llHnoiscaT- 
alrv,  composing  a  sixth  of  our  forces, 
liad  only  their  ])ir;tols  to  fight  with. 
Great  numherri  of  tlie  horses  that  had 
been  brought  within  our  intrench- 
ments  had  been  killed  by  the  Rebel 
cannon,  creating  a  stench  which  was 
scarcely  tolerable.  The  Bebels  made 
four  charges  without  success;  but 
finally,  at  2  P.  M.,  Friday,  the  20th, 
they  pushed  up  a  movable  breast- 
work of  liemp-bales,  two  deep,  along 
a  Hue  of  forty  vards  in  lenjjtli,  to 
within  ten  rods  of  our  w.nks.  Maj. 
Beckwith,  of  the  Home  (niardft— 8th 
IIiBsouri,  whose  Colonel  (Wliite)  had 
been  kiUed  during  that  day^s  fighting 
— raised  a  white  flag,  and  the  demise 
waso^er.***  The  Bebels  ceased  firing; 

tained  oar  chaplain  and  saineon  and  1  SO  wounded 

men.  It  oonld  not  be  allowed  to  n  maiti  in  tho 
pos.«es8ion  of  the  enemy.  .V  ("ompany  of  the 
Missouri  13ih  [Dutt  liJ  was  ordered  forward  tore* 
take  the  lioapital.  The/  started  on  their  er- 
rand, but  stopped  at  the  breastworks,  '  going  not 
out,  because  it  was  bad  to  go  out.'  A  company 
of  tiie  Mls-souri  1  tth  was  scut  forward;  but  it 
tdso  shrank  from  tiie  taj^k,  and  refused  to  noTO 
outside  the  mtre&cbments.  The  Montgomeiy 
Otiard,  Capt  Oleason,  of  the  Irish  brigade,  were 
tlion  bnaiglit  out.  The  Captain  admonishi'd 
them  that  the  oiliera  liad  failed;  and,  with  a 
brief  exhortation  to  upliold  tho  name  they  bon^ 
gave  the  word  to  '  charge.'  The  distance  was 
eight  hundred  jard<i.  They  started  out  flrom 
til.'  intronnhmonts,  first  quick,  then  douMf-quick, 
iln  ii  on  u  run,  tiien  fjxtcr.  Tin-  tnemy  poured 
a  deadly  shower  of  lii  U|  [i  tlicai ;  baton 
they  went,  a  wild  lino  of  eteei,  and,  what  ia  bet- 
ter than  steel,  human  wtlL  They  stormed  n|^ 
the  8l 'pe  to  the  liospital  door,  and.  with  irre- 
pi.>'ti1iln  bravery,  drove  the  enemy  biforu  lliem, 
liurling  thi'in  far  down  tho  hill  bt-yond.  ,\t  tho 
head  of  thoee  brave  fellows,  paie  aa  marble,  but 
not  pale  thm  fear,  stood  that  gallant  officer, 
Cnpt.  (Ileason.  Ho  s.iid.  'Come  on,  my  brave 
boysl'  and  in  they  ru.ihed.  But^  when  their 
brave  eaptabi  returned,  it  was  irith  a  tiM 
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the  Home  Guards  left  the  outer  de- 
liaiises  and  retired  within  the  line  of 
inner  intrenchments,  saying  thej 

would  fight  no  longer,  and  raising 
the  white  flag  over  the  center  of  our 
works.  Col.  Mulligan,  who  had  hrcn 
twice  Wounded  this  dav,  called  his 
oiiicers  around  him,  and  they  decided 
that  nothing  remained  bnt  to  surren- 
der. Of  eonrse,  no  terms  could  now 
be  made.  Price  agreed  that  the  pri- 
vates  on  oar  side  should  be  paroled — 
he  having  none  too  much  food  for  his 
own  ;  but  tlic  officers  must  l)c  retained 
as  ]>risoncrs  of  war,  with  all  anna  and 
©(juijunentfi. 

The  losses  during  this  figlit  were 
probably  much  the  greater  on  the 
side  of  the  Bebeb;  Price,  iDdeed, 
makes  them  barely  S5  killed  and  75 
wonnded ;  but  this  probably  includes 
only  returns  from  Buvh  portion  of  his 
forces  as  were  reguhirly  organized 
and  mustered  ;  wliile  nearly  half  his 
men  wore  irregulars,  of  whom  no  ac- 
count was  taken.  Our  loss  waa  40 
killed  and  120  wounded. 

Gen.  Frmont,  who  had  good  rea- 
son to  believe  that  Sttugis  had  al- 
ready reenforoed  Mulligan,  and  that 
Lane  and  Pope  had  done  or  would 
do  so  that  day,  enabling  him  to  hold 
his  position,  directed  Davis  by  tele- 
graph, on  the  ISth,  to  push  forward 
6,000  men  to  the  crossing  of  Lamine 
Creek  by  the  Pacific  Railroad,  with  a 
view  to  intercept  Price's  retreat  at 
'  the  Osage.  Late  on  the  33d,  he  re- 
eeived  from  Pope  the  sad  tidings  of 
Mulligan's  surrsnder;  and,  on  the 
87th,  he  left  St.  Louis  for  Jefferson 
City,  expecting  that  Price  would  try 
to  maintain  himself  at  some  ])oint  on 

tiiToag^h  the  cheek  and  another  throiiphtlie  nrm, 
and  with  but  fifty  of  the  cifrhty  hu  h.nd  led 
forth.   The  hoepiul  WM  in  tiusit  poaaoMioo. 
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or  near  the  Missouri,  where  lay  his 

chief  strength. 

But  Price  was  too  crafty  for  this. 
By  good  luck,  jus  well  as  good  gene- 
ralship, he  had  struck  us  a  damaging 
blow,  and  was  detennined  to  evado 
its  return.  On  the  very  dav  that 
Fremont  left  St.  Louis,  he  put  hisj 
force  in  motion  southward  and  south- 
westward.  He,  ofeoorse,  made  feints 
of  resuming  the  offensive,  threatening 
the  forces  closing  upon  him  from 
three  sides,  as  if  about  to  precij)itat8 
liis  full  strength  upon  this  or  that 
particular  foe,  which,  with  his  im- 
mense siii)erioritv  in  cavalry,  was  not 
a  dilhcult  I'eat.  Our  troops,  uf  course, 
fell  back  or  advanced  cautiously; 
and,  meantime,  his  infantry  and  ar- 
tillery were  making  the  best  possible 
time  southward.  Pollard  says  he 
in  two  days  crossed  the  Osage  with 
15,000  men  in  two  common  flat- 
boats,  and  that  Fremont  was  fifteen 
days  in  building  pontoon  bri<lgo>,  and 
crossing  after  him.  This  is  untrue ; 
but  a  General  who  lived  frum  hand 
to  mouth  on  the  country  he  traversed, 
moving  but  few  and  light  guns,  with 
very  little  ammunition,  and  who  was 
careful  to  destroy  whatever  means  of 
transit  he  no  longer  wished  to  use, 
breaking  dowTi  bridges  and  burning 
boats,  could  easily  outstrip  his  more 
heavily  laden  pursuer. 

Price  continued  his  flight  to  Neo- 
sho, in  the  south-west  comer  of  the 
State,  where  he  found  MoCnlloch, 
with  6,000  Arkansas  Confederates; 
and  where  Jackson  assembled  the 
fag-end  of  his  old  Legislature,  and 
had  an  Ordinance  of  Secession  for- 
mally passed  by  it — a  most  super- 

TMi  diari^  was  one  of  the  most  brilliant  and 
recklos.'^  in  all  hlfltOiy,  Old  tO  O^pt  OlMWOn  b»> 
loogfl  the  glory.** 
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finons  oeremonj,  siiiGe  KisBouri  had 
already  been  admitted  into  the  Con- 
federacy, on  his  own  application,  and 
he  had  exactly  as  good  a  right  to  take 
her  out  of  the  Union  as  his  Legislative 
remnant"  had — that  is,  none  at  all. 
Price,  th<)u<r]i  jvowder  was  none  too 
abundant  with  him,  wasted  one  hun- 
dred good  cannon-chaiigeB  in  honor 
of  this  ridicnlons  performance.  After 
atopping  ten  days  at  Neoaho,  Pric^ 
findhig  that  Fremont  was  in  pursnit^ 
retreated  to  Pineville,  in  the  extreme 
BOnth-west  comer  of  the  State ;  and, 
dreaditi<!j  to  bo  pressed  further,  be- 
cause many  of  his  Missourians  liad 
enlisted  expressly  for  the  defense  of 
their  own  State,  and  would  naturally 
objeet  to  following  him  into  another, 
had  decided  (says  Pollard)  not  to 
abandon  Hiasonri  without  a  battle. 

Qen.  Fremont  pushed  westward 
from  Jefferson  City,  some  thirty 
miles,  to  Tipton,  then  the  western 
terminus  of  tlie  Pacific  Railroad, 
nearly  due  soutli  of  Booiicville,  wliere 
he  spent  some  time  in  organizing  and 
equipping  his  green  army,  preparatory 
to  a  pnrBoit  of  Jackson  and  FHoe, 
who,  it  was  reasonably  aapposed, 
would  not  surrender  their  State  with- 
out a  battle  ;  and  we  had,  by  this 
time,  had  <|nito  enough  of  fighting 
without  due  concentration  and  ])rc- 
paration  on  our  side.  Here  lie  was 
visited,  Oct.  13th,  by  Gen.  Cameron, 
Secretary  of  War,  accompanied  by 


**  Ur.  Isaac  Shainbaugb,  a  roprcseutativo 
of  Db  Kalb  county  in  this  Le^slature,  and  a  fol- 
kfwer  hitherto  of  Jaclcsoo,  in  an  addren  to  his 

QODstitiionts  (Intod  .Tantiarv  21,  ISfi'i,  says: 

"It  is  doubtless  known  to  most  of  you  that 
the  House  of  Represealettvet  of  oar  State  con- 
sists of  13:i  mnmbers,  tad  tho  Senate  of  33  mem- 
bers, and  that,  in  order  to  constitute  n  quorum 
constitutionally  compotent  to  tho  transai-lion  of 
way  business,  tbora  must  be  present  at  least  67 
asemben  of  tito  Houie  Hid  IT  auniben  of  tiie 


A^jt.  Gen.  Thomas  and  suite,  w]io 
came  away  discouraged  and  dissatis- 
fied. The  heavy  Autumn  rains  had 
set  in  some  davs  before,  and  turned 
the  rich  soil  of  tlic  prairies  into  a  deep, 
adhesive  mire,  wherein  the  wheels  of 
artillery  and  other  heavily  laden  (car- 
riages Buuk  to  the  hu]>s,  rendering 
the  movement  of  cannon,  munitions, 
and  provisions,  exceedingly  slow  and 
difSciilt.  Fremont's  army — \sj  thia 
time  Bwelled  to  30,000  men,  inchid- 
ing  5,000  cavalry  and  86  guns — was 
still  very  inadequately  provided  with 
transportation  tor  linlf  it?  numbers. 
Meantime, his  order  emancij)atin(]^  tho 
slaves  of  Rebelb  had  excited  a  furi- 
ous and  powerful  opposition,  result- 
ing in  a  deafening  damor  for  his  le* 
moval,  which  was  urgently  pressed 
on  the  President,  it  was  understood, 
by  the  two  members  of  his  Cabinet 
best  entitled  to  be  heard  with  n^ard 
to  affairs  in  Mi-souri.  Gen.  Cameron 
carried  an  order  I'clievinc:  him  from 
command,  wliicli  he  was  instructed 
to  present  or  withhold,  at  his  discre- 
tion. Hie  did  not  prasmt  it,  but 
brooght  awayannnfitvorable  impres- 
sion, which  was  embodied  and  em- 
phaaiaed  in  Adjt  Gen.  Thomas's  re- 
port. Those  w]  1  o  acoompan  ied  Gens. 
Cameron  and  Thomas  on  this  visit, 
and  wlio  wore  on  terms  of  intimacy 
with  them  tlirouf:^li(nit,  reported,  on 
their  return,  that  Fremont's  camjiaign 
was  a  failure — that  he  could  never 


Senate.  Instead  of  tbis,  tbere  vera  present  ai 
the  October  session  referred  to  fat  Neosho]  but 
35  members  of  tlio  House  of  RoppfSL»f.t:Uiv(  s  and 
10  motnlxsrs  of  iho  Senate.  A  few  days  after- 
ward, when  wo  had  adjourned  to  Cnsavtlle,  one 
additional  Senator  and  five  additional  RqirMeiii* 
atives  made  tlieir  appearanoe ;  and,  these  being 
all  that  wo'-c  rt  .Ttiy  time  present,  it  need  pc-arco- 
ly  bo  added  that  all  Iho  pretended  legislation  at 
cither  place  was  ^  frmid,  not  only  upon  tlie  peo* 
pie  of  the  iSfote,  but  upon  tlio  Govemmeotof  ttaift 
(WmMs  Staia%  M  w«U  as  ths  CMW  Mm.'* 
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get  hiA  army  across  tlie  0.<ii<;e— cer- 
tainly not  to  Spriiiglield ;  and  that 
southern  Hifisouri  was  virtually  given 
over  to  Bebd  poBBesaion. 

These  gloomy  apprehensions  were 
destined  to  be  signaUy  dispelled. 
Gen.  Fremont  moved  southward  im- 
mediately thereafter,  reaehiiic:  War- 
saw on  tlie  17th.  Thither  Sigel  had 
preceded  liim.  Five  days  thereafter, 
the  bridging  of  tlie  Osage  had  been 
completed,  and  the  army,  ab  it  crossed, 
preued  rapidly  f<Mrw8id. 

Meantime,  on  tiie  21st,  a  spirited 
fight  had  occDxred  at  Fredericktown, 
in  the  south-east,  which  section  Lad 
hitherto  been  overrun  almost  at  will 
by  Rebel  hands  directed  by  Jetf. 
Thompson,  one  of  Jackson's  briga- 
diers, termed  the  "  Swamp  Fox''  by 
his  admirers.  Capt.  Hawkins,  of  the 
Missouri  (Union)  cavalry, having  been 
<adjesred  tiiiiher  on  a  reoonnoissanoe 
fimn  Pilot  Sjiob,  on  the  north-east, 
engaged  and  oooapied  Thompson 
while  Gen.  Ghant,  commanding  at 
Cape  Girardeau,  on  the  Mississippi, 
Bent  a  superior  force,  under  Col. 
Plummcr,  to  ptrike  him  from  tho 
east.  Meantime,  Col.  Carlile,  with 
a  considerable  body  of  infantry, 
moved  up  from  Pilot  Knob  to  sap- 
port  Hawldns.  When  all  these  ad- 
vanoedy  the  disparity  in  numbers 
was  so  great  as  to  preclude  a  serious 
con  test ;  so  that  Thompson,  tiiongh 
strongly  posted,  was  overpowered, 
and,  attcr  two  hours'  tigliting,  con- 
Btraiiiod  to  fly,  leaving  00  dead  be- 
hind him,  including  Col.  Lowe,  his 
second  in  command.  Thompson  was 
hotly  pursued  far  twenty  miles,  and 
his  banditti  thorongbly  domorkliBed 
and  broken  up. 

The  advanoe  of  Gen.  Fremont's 
trnqr  was  praoeded  by  a  sqnadraii  of  • 


;  AT  SPBIHOFIELD.  591 

*  Prairie  Scout?,'  led  by  Maj.  Frank 
J.  White,  who  had  recently  distin- 
guished himself  by  a  forced  march 
of  'Sixfy  miles  on  Lexington,  which 
he  captured  without  loss  on  the 
ing  of  iho  16th,  taking  60  or  70  pria- 
onert>,  considerable  property,  and  re- 
leasing a  number  of  Unionists  cap- 
tured with  ^fulligan,  including  two 
colonels.  Lexington  and  its  vicinity 
being  strongly  Rebel,  ]Maj.  Wliito 
abandoned  it  on  the  ITth,  and  moved 
southerly  by  Warrensbuig  and  Wai^ 
saw  to  the  front,  which  they  struck 
at  Pomme  de  Terre  nyer,  iifty-ono 
miles  north  of  Springfield.  Still 
pushing  aliead,  Maj.  White  was 
joined,  on  tlie  24th,  by  Maj.  Zago- 
nyi,  of  the  '  Fremont  Body-Guard,' 
who  assumed  command,  and,  march- 
ing all  night,  resolved  to  surprise  and 
capture  Springfield  next  day.  Maj. 
White,  being  very  ill,  was  left  at  a 
fiirm-house  to  recover;  but  in  a  few 
hours  started  in  a  wagon,  with  a 
guard  of  six  men,  to  overtake  liig 
command,  and  soon  found  himself  in 
a  Ilebel  camp  a  prisoner,  and  in  im- 
minent danger  of  assassination,  lie 
had  moved  on  the  direct  roa;i  to 
Springfield,  while  Zagonyi  Lad  made 
a  d6tonr  of  twelve  mOee  to  the  right, 
hoping  thus  to  surprise  tiie  enemy  in 
Springfield,  who,  he  was  adv^ed, 
were  folly  2,000  strong. 

The  two  commands  combined  num- 
bered hardly  300  sabers,  when,  on 
reaching  tlie  outskirts  of  Springfield, 
they  found  1,200  infantry  and  400 
cavalry  well  posted  on  the  crown  of 
a  hill,  prepared  for  and  awaiting 
them.  Zagonyi  did  not  qnaiL  To 
his  officers  he  said:  ''Follow me, and 
do  like  meP  to  his  soldiem-- 

Ooamdes,  flio  hear  of  dangtr  hu  cone : 
jaar  firrt  battle  ia  before  yon.  The  cntmy 
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is  2,000  AtmnK,  and  yoa  are  SCO.  If  any  of 
you  would  turn  back,  you  can  do  w>  now." 

Not  ;v  man  stepped  fruin  the  ranks. 

lie  then  added : 

I  will  lead  you.  I^t  the  watchword  be, 
*  Union  and  Fremont  P  Draw  Babers! 
By  the  right  flaok — quick  trot — march  r 

"With  a  ringing  shout,  the  thin  bat- 
talion dashed  eagerly  forward. 

A  iniry  brook,  a  stout  rail-fenco,  a 
narrow  lane,  witli  sliar])shooterr*  judi- 
ciously ])o?tcd  behind  fences  and  trets 
« — bueh  were  the  obstacles  to  be  over- 
ccHne  before  getting  at  the  enemy. 
A  fence  must  be  taken  dow,  the 
lane  traversed,  the  Bharpfihooters  de- 
fied, before  a  blow  could  be  struck. 
All  was  the  work  nf  n  moment;  but 
when  tht'.t  mom:nit  had  parsed,  seven- 
ty of  tbcir  iHunber  were  stretdied 
dead  or  writhing  on  the  ground. 
Maj.  Dorsheimer,  an  Aid  to  Fre- 
mont, who  came  up  80<m  after,  thus 
describee  the  dose  of  the  fight : 

"  The  remnant  of  the  (luard  ore  now  in  the 
field  under  the  hill ;  and,  from  the  ehnpi^  of 
the  frroniid.  tlic  Rebel  firo  s\vc.-|.«  \vit!i  tin- 
roar  ot"  a  wliirUvind  over  lhe:r  licads.  A  line 
of  firo  U(>on  tho  summit  niariEt  the  position 
of  tho  Rebel  infantry ;  while  nearer,  and  on 
the  top  of  a  lower  eminence  to  tho  right, 
sUud  tlieir  horse.  Up  to  this  time,  no 
gnardsman  has  atrack  a  blow,  but  blue  coats 
and  bay  horses  lie  thick  along  tho  bloody 
lane.  Their  time  has  come.  Lieut.  >r:iy- 
tbenyi,  with  30  men,  is  ordered  to  attack 
the  cavalry.  With  aabora  flashing  over  their 
lieail-.  tlio  litflo  band  of  lieroes  spring  to- 
ward their  tremendous  foe.  Riglit  upon  tho 
eenter  they  ehargoii  The  dense  mass  opens, 
the  Mil''  i  xMtJ  fMH-e  tlieir  way  in,  and  tho 
whole  liebcl  squiwlron  scatter  in  dis;:racefiil 
flight  through  the  cornfields  in  tho  rear.  Tho 
boys  follow  them,  saberiuf;  tlio  fugitives. 
Days  afterward,  tho  enemy's  horso  lay  thick 
among  tho  uncut  com. 

Zagouyi  holds  his  main  body  until  May- 
tbenyi  disappears  in  the  cloud  of  Rebel  cav- 
alry ;  then  his  voice  rises  through  tho  air. 
*Ia  open  order— charge  1'  Th»  iine  opens 
out  to  give  jday  to  thdr  twotdHttm.  Steads 
xwapona  to  tho  ardor  of  their  riden;  and, 


qni^k  as  tbooglit,  witb  tbrilliog  cb^ra,  the 
noblo  hearts  rush  into  the  leaden  torrent 

which  pours  down  the  incline.  "With  una- 
bated lire,  the  gallant  fellows  press  through. 
The  fierce  onset  is  not  even  checlced.  'uio 

foe  do  not  wait  for  them — they  wavor.  break,* 
and  ily.  The  guardsmen  spur  into  llic  midtit 
of  the  ront,  and  their  rast-falling  swords 
work  a  terrible  revenge.  Some  of  tlic  l»old- 
est  of  the  .Southrons  retreat  into  the  w»M>ds, 
and  continue  a  murderoaa  fire  ftx»m  behind 
trees  and  thickets.  Si  ven  guard  hor^-s  fall 
upon  a  space  not  niore  than  twenty  foot 
square.  As  his  steed  sinks  under  him,  one 
of  tho  oflieers  is  caught  around  the  shoulders 
by  a  grape-vine,  and  bangs  dangling  in  the 
air  until  ho  is  cut  down  by  his  friends.  Tho 
Rebel  foot  are  dying  in  furious  haste  from 
the  field.  Some  take  refuge  in  the  fWr- 
pn)Ui;(l;  some  hurry  into  the  cornfields ;  but 
the  greater  part  run  along  the  edge  of  the 
wood,  swarm  over  the  fence  into  the  road, 
and  luvsten  to  tho  village.  The  gu.inlrJmcn 
follow.  Zagouyi  leads  them.  Over  the 
loudest  roar  of  battle  rings  bis  clarion  voice 
—  'Come  on,  Old  Kentiick!'*  I'm  witii  youl' 
and  the  llasli  of  his  swonl -Made  tells  his  men 
where  to  go.  As  ho  a['[  i  '  u  hes  a  bam,  a 
man  steps  from  behind  the  door  and  lf)\vers 
his  ritlo;  but,  before  it  has  reaehed  a  level, 
Zngony  i's  saber-point  descends  U[)on  hi^  head, 
and  his  life-blood  leaps  to  the  very  top  of 
the  huge  barn-door. 

"  The  conflict  now  rjiixes  throtigh  the  vil- 
lage— ^in  the  public  square,  and  along  the 
streets.  Up  and  down,  the  Guards  ride  in 
S'luadn  of  tliree  or  four,  and,  wherever  they 
see  a  group  of  the  enemy,  charge  upon  and 
scatter  them.  It  it  hand  to  band,  slo  ono 
bat  has  a  ahare  in  tho  fraj.'* 

Zagonyi  wisely  evacuated  the  town, 
at  night-fall,  knowing  that  by  night 
he  was  at  the  meroy  of  the  Bebels, 
if  fhey  ahotild  muster  courage  to  re- 
turn and  attack  him.  Of  his  300 
men,  S4  were  dead  or  wounded. 

Maj.  White,  who  had  esca}>ed  from 
his  cuptors,  taking  captive  in  turn 
their  leader,  arrived  next  morning, 
at  the  head  of  a  score  of  improvised 
Home  Gnaidsy  to  find  himself  *  mon- 
arch  of  all  he  Bnr\-cycd.'  He  had  24 
men,  of  whom  he  stationed  23  as 
pickets  on  the  ontskirtSy  and  h^  the 
balance  in  reserve.  At  noon,  he  le- 


Of  the  Guard,  100  were  Kentuckuuu. 
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ccivcd  a  Rebel  flag  of  truce,  asking 
pcnuission  to  bury  their  dead;  which, 
he  said,  must  be  referred  to  Qen.  Si- 
gel,  from  whom  be,  the  next  hour, 
forwarded  the  pemdsdon  required." 
white  drew  in  a  part  of  his  ])i('.lvct3, 
stationed  tliem  between  the  village 
and  the  Moody  field  of  yesterday's 
conflict,  and  the  Rebels  qnictlylniricd 
their  dead.  He  did  not  venture  to 
remain  through  the  night,  but  fell 
back  upon  Sigel,  who  readied  Spring- 
field by  a  forced  march  of  thirty 
miles,  on  the  evening  of  the  27th. 
Asbotii  came  np  with  another  divis- 
ion on  the  30th ;  and  Lane,  witli  the 
Kansas  bri<xade,  \vn9  not  bmp^  behind 
him.  But  Hunter,  Melvinstry,  and 
Pope,  with  their  respective  divisions, 
were  still  struggling  with  the  badness 
of  the  roads  from  thiiiy  to  forty  miles 
hack.  Pope  arrived  Novemher  1st, 
having  marched  seventjr  miles  in  two 
days;  and  HoiEinstry  came  in  jnst 
hdiindhim. 

On  the  mominpr  of  Nov.  2(1,  a 
messenger  brought  to  Springfield  an 
order  from  Gen.  Scott"  removins; 
Fremont  from  his  cf)mmand,  and  di- 
recting liiin  to  turn  it  over  to  Gen. 
Hulter,  who  had  not  yet  arrived. 
This  was  sad  news  to  the  great  hulk 
of  the  army,  wliidi  had  heen  col- 
lected uTid  cqul})ped  with  such  effort ; 
which  had  driven  tlie  Rebels  almost 
out  of  Missouri  witliont  loss;  and 
wliicli  confidently  expected  to  meet 
and  beat  them  within  the  State,  and 
to  chase  the  fragments  of  their  army 
through  Little  Rock,  and,  ultimately, 
to  Kew  Orleans.  Hunter  not  having 
yet  arrived,  and  the  enemy  being  re- 
ported in  force  at  Wflson's  Greek,  it 
was  determined  in  council  to  march 
out  and  give  him  battle  next  raorn- 

*  Sinl  iTM  tlMtt  finty  nllM  iiiliat 
88 


ing  'j  but  Hnnter  came  up  that  night, 
and  the  ocmmwnd  waa  turned  over 
to  him  hy  Fremont. 
It  does  not  seem  that  their  advioet 

of  tho  Rebels'  proximity  were  welt 
founded.  Pollard  asserta  that  they 
were  then  at  Plneville,  some  fiftv 
miles  from  Springfield ;  but  adds 
tliat  Gen.  Price  had  made  j)re])ara- 
tions  to  receive  Fremont,  detennined 
not  to  abandon  Missouri  without  a 
battle.  It  must  thoefiire  he  regarded 
as  a  national  misfbrtune  that  the 
order  superseding  Gen.  Fremont  ar> 
rived  at  this  time ;  far  it  is  not  pos- 
sible that  his  army — superior  in  num- 
bers and  in  equipment  to  the  Rebels, 
and  inspired  by  enthusiastic  devotion 
to  its  chief —could  have  been  beaten. 

Gen.  Fremont  departed  for  St 
Louis  early  next  morning,  accom- 
panied by  his  Body-Qnard  as  a  spe- 
cial escort  That  Guard,  it  is  sad  to 
say,  thouf^  enlisted  for  three  years, 
and  composed  of  the  very  best  ma* 
terial,  were  mustered  out  of  service, 
by  order  of  Gen.  McClellan,  soon 
afterward. 

That  Gen.  Fremont — placed  in  so 
important  a  command,  and  frantic* 
ally  entreated  £>r  reSnfiinsementa  • 
from  BO  many  sides  at  once— commit- 
ted some  errors  of  judgment,  is  very 
probable.  It  may  l>e  lie  hLouLI  have 
divined  earlier  than  he  did  thdt  Price 
would  not  strike  at  Jeffesmyn  City 
or  Boonevillc,  which  he  se<'iiicd  to 
threaten,  but  would  take  tl>c  safer 
course  of  swooping  down  on  Lexing- 
ton,  80  much  further  west.  It  may 
be  that  he  should  have  fonseen  that 
the  fbrry-hoats  at  Lexington,  instead 
of  heing  kept  out  of  the  reach  of  tke 
Rcbel^,  would  be  allowed  to  fall  into 
their  hands ;  and  that  neither  Davia, 

*  8ooll  w  Umilf  ratind  Hm  dlj^lMrflBv^ 
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SOT  Pope,  nor  Sigel,  nor  Smith,  nor 
Lane,  would  be  enabled  to  reach  that 
point  in  seawn  to  save  Mulligan ; 
though  the  scries  oi"  blunders  and 
fatalities  by  which  all  succor  woa 
precluded,  could  not  happen  twice  in 
«  oentozj.  Had  lie  known  tfaet  the 
Bebeb  would  not  attack  Louisyille, 
nor  Gairo,  nor  nuke  a  demonatratioii, 
bj  way  of  Cape  Girardeau,  on  St. 
Lou  id,  backed  by  an  insurrection  in 
that  city,  he  might  have  stri})ped  that 
vital  point  of  troops,  and  rushed 
everything  to  the  relief  of  Mulligan, 
lie  certainly  had  reason  to  believe 
that  Popovs  promise  to  push  4,000 
men  to  Leziiigton  by  the  18ih  or 
19tli  would  be  Iblfilled;  and  that 
these,  with  the  forces  of  Sturgia  and 
Smith,  and  those  that  Davis  might 
have  sent  at  any  time  after  he  had 
learned  that  the  Rebels  w^ero  concen- 
trating on  Lexington,  would  be  suf- 
ficient. Had  even  the  imperative 
call  for  five  regiments  to  be  dis- 
patched to  Washington  been  for* 
borne,'*  it  is  probable  that  Mulligan 
would  have  been  saved. 

Bat  none  of  his  eirors,  if  errors 
they  were,  can  compare  in  magnitude 
with  that  which  dictated  a  second 
abandonment  of  Springtield  and  re- 
treat to  Rolla  by  our  army,  five  days 
after  Hunter  had  assumed  command. 
No  doubt,  thia  was  ordered  from 
Washington;  but  that  order  was 
most  mistaken  and  disaBtroos.  We 
had  already  onoe  abandoned  south- 
western Missouri;  and,  even  then, 
Lyon  had  wisely  and  nobly  decided 
that  it  were  better  to  risk  a  probable 
defeat  than  to  give  up  a  Tin  ion- 
loving  people  to  the  mercy  of  their 
enemies,  without  making  a  deter- 
mined effort  to  save  them.    But  now 


time  was  no  sudi  exigency.  We 
were  too  strong  to  be  beaten ;  and 
might  have  routed  Price  near  Pine- 
ville,  chasing  the  wreck  of  his  army 
into  Arkansas,  thus  insuring  a  disj>er- 
sion  of  large  numbers  of  the  defeat- 
ed Musourians  to  their  homes;  and 
then  5,000  men,  well  intrenched, 
oould  have  held  Springfield  against 
all  gainsayen,  until  the  next  Spring. 
But  onr  second  retreat,  so  dearly  %van- 
ton  and  unnecessary,  disheartened  the 
Unionists  and  elated  the  Secessionists 
of  all  southern  Missouri.  It  made 
our  predominance  in  any  part  of  that 
State  appear  exotic  and  casutd,  not 
natural  and  pemmnoit.  It  revived 
all  the  el^nents  of  turbulence,  an- 
archy, and  rapine,  which  the  nnoon- 
tested  ascendency  of  our  cause,  under 
Fremont,  had  temporarily  stilled. 
The  Secession  strontjholds  alon<!:  and 
even  above  the  ^fissouri  river  were 
galvanizetl  into  fresh  activity  in  guer- 
rilla outrages  and  murders,  by  the 
unexpected  tidings  that  we  had 
abandonechMmthem  If isBOUii  without 
a  blow,  and  were  sneaking  back  to 
our  fastnesses  along  the  lines  of  com- 
pleted railroads,  and  within  strikiDg 
distance  of  8t.  Louis. 

Gen.  Henry  W.  Halleck  succeeded 
to  the  command  of  the  Missouri  de- 
partment, Noveuiber  12th,  But  mean- 
time, Gen.  UlyBses  8.  Grant,  in  com- 
mand at  Cairo,  had  made  a  spirited 
deimonstration  on  the  little  steamboat 
landing  known  aa  Belmont,  on  the 
Missouri  side  of  the  Misr^i-sippi,  op- 
posite  Columbus,  Ky.  Columbus  was 
then  the  head-quarters  of  the  Seeci*- 
sion  force  observing  and  threatening 
Cairo,  while  the  Rebellion,  protected 
by  similar  demonstrations  of  Con- 


"  Xbis  order,  wlma  purtial^  vueaM,  wm  withdimwn,  bat  too  lato  ftr  tbo  vamtpaof. 
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federate  strength  at  different  pointa 
throughont  the  State,  was  greedily 
absorbing  and  annexing  Kentucky, 
irithofat  encountering  any  fiireible 
opposition  from  her  *kjal'  anfhori- 
tiee.  Reqneedng  Gen;  Smith,  com 
manding  the  Union  garrison  at  P:i 
ducah,  to  make  a  feint  of  attacking 
ColnirihiiR  from  tlie  north-east,  Gen, 
Grant,  Bending  a  pmall  force  of  his 
own  down  the  Kentucky  Kide  of  the 
groat  river  to  Ellicott's  Mills,  twelve 
mileBfrom  Ooltunbna,  embarked  (Nov. 
6lih)  2,850  men,  mainly  Dlinoisaiia,  up- 
on four  Bteamboets,  convoyed  by  the 
gunboats  Tyler  and  Lexington,  and 
drop])ed  down  the  river  to  Island 
No.  1,  eleven  miles  above  Columbus, 
where  they  remained  until  7  a.  m.  of 
the  7th,  when  they  proceeded  to 
Hunter's  Point,  some  two  to  three 
miles  above  the  ferry  connecting 
Oolunbns  with  Befanont,  where  the 
whole  amy  waa  debarked  on  the 
Ififlsonii  Bhoie»  £nmed  in  line  of 
battle,  and  pushed  forward  as  rapidly 
as  ]ioB8ible,  to  overwhelm  the  some- 
what inferior  force   of  Tiebels  en- 
camped at  Belmont.     This  move- 
ment   was    ratlier   annoyed  than 
checked  by  a  email  Rebel  detach- 
ment promptly  thrown  ftrward  to 
impedeitsprogl^;  bat  by  11  o'clock 
onr  little  anny  was  formed  westward 
of  and  facing  the  Rebel  camp,  which 
was  found  well  protected  by  a  strong 
abatis  nearly  surrounding  it  on  every 
side  but  that  of  the  river.  Fighting 
their  way  through  this  M'ith  great  gal- 
lantry, though  stoutly  resisted  by  the 
Kebels,  the  Unionists  reached  and  car- 


ried the  camp,  capturing  several  guns, 
and  driving  the  enemy  completely 
over  the  bluff  down  to  Ihe  bank  'of 
the  liver.  The  tents  of  the  Bebeb 
were  promptly  fixed,  and  their  blan- 
kets  and  camp  equipage  destroyed 
^-  ith  them.  But,  by  this  time,  Maj. 
Gen.  Bulk,  commanding  in  Colum- 
bus, had  been  thorouglily  waked  up, 
and,  j)erceiving  his  camp  across  the 
river  in  possession  of  our  forces,  had 
trained  aome  of  his  heaviest  guns  to 
bear  from  the  bights  on  that  side  of 


BATTU  or  BBLMONT. 


the  river  upon  the  position  of  our  vic- 
torious regiments,  which  was  much 
lower,  and  thoroughly  exposed  to 
their  fire,  which  our  men  had  no 
means  of  effectively  returning.** 
^Meantime,  he  had  sent  over  three  re- 


"  Tht  Chicago  Journal  has  a  letter  from  its 
CUro  oorraspondrat)  fhun  whioh  we  extract  the 
ftUowiag  apfalted  Mooant  of  th»  tattle: 

"The  desifni  wan  to  reach  Belmont  ju«t  before 
daylight;  but,  owiiut  (o  uiiw<ridable  delMrs  in 
 "     it  WW  8  «'«hNk  bofore  tlw  M 


readied  Luou  Bend,  the  point  fixed  upon  for 
deberkiftion.  This  \b  iboat  three  tnOee  norfii  of 

Colttmbus,  Ky.,  on  the  Missouri  side. 

"The  enemy  wore  encamped  on  the  high 
ground  back  from  tlie  river,  and  about  two  and 
»  half  milea  from  the  lending  From  their  poii> 
tioD,  they  oodU  0uUf  tee  oar  twding^  and  bad 
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giments,  under  Gen.  Pill(^\v,  to  the 
immediate  relief  of  h'lA  routed  and 
Borely  pressed  fugitives  ;  while  three 
othertj,  under  Gen.  Cheatham,  had 
been  landed  between  our  soldiers  and 
their  boats,  with  intent  to  out  off  their 
retreat ;  and,  finally,  as  hie  fears  of  a 
direct  attack  on  Oolombufl  were  dis- 
pelled, Polk  himself  crossed  over 
with  two  additional  regiments,  mak- 
ing eight  in  all,  or  not  less  than  5,000 
men,  who  were  sent  as  reenforce- 
ments  to  the  three  regiments,  under 

amplfi  time  to  dispose  of  titeir  forcea  to  receive 
m,  which  they  did  with  all  dispetcb.   They  also 

sent  a  detachment  of  light  artillery  nnri  infnifn' 
out  to  retard  our  march^  and  auuoy  us  as  much 
as  possible. 

A  line  of  battle  was  fonnod  at  once  oa  the 
levee,  CoL  Fouke  taking  ooiMiMd  of  the  oMiter, 
Col.  Buford  of  the  ri^  and  OA.  Logan  of  the 
left. 

"Tlio  jvdvnnce  from  tho  rivor  l  ank  to  tlie 
Eebnl  cncamptnent  was  a  ruDoing  tight  tlio  en- 
tiro  distance,  the  Rebels  firing  and  fidlini;  back 
all  the  way;  while  our  troops  gallantly  rocoivcd 
tlieir  Are  witliout  flinchinjr,  and  bravoly  held  on 
their  course,  rogardloss  of  tho  missile  ;i  of  death 
tliat  wore  Hying  thicic  and  fast  about  tlieni.  The 
way  was  of  tho  most  indifferent  character,  lying 
tiirough  woods  with  thick  underbrush,  and  only 
here  and  there  a  path  or  a  rough  country  road. 

"Tlu"  three  divisifma  kept  witliin  close  dis- 
tance of  each  other,  pressing  over  all  obstacles 
and  overcoming  all  opposition ;  each  stririBg  for 
tho  honor  of  l)oing  flrflt  in  tho  cnomy's  camp. 
This  honor  fell  to  the  right  division,  led  by  Col. 
Bufoni.  It  was  the  gallant  27th  IllinoiH,  who, 
with  deafening  clioors,  lirst  wared  tho  Stars  and 
Stripes  In  the  nddat  of  the  Babels'  eamiring* 
ground. 

"The  scene  was  a  terribly  exciting  one— mus- 
ketry and  cannon  dealing  death  and  destruction 
on  ail  aides;  men  grappling  with  men  iu  a  fear- 
fid  daatb-rtrug^lo ;  colunm  after  oolumn  rushing 
Mgeiif  apL  amiHtioas  toobtain  aimstof  daqger; 
oflBcers  riding  liither  and  thither  in  the  tliidcest 
of  til  !  t\'^\\t.  urging  their  men  on^and  cnco-.ira;;ing 
them  to  greater  exertions;  regiments  charging 
into  tho  very  jaws  of  death  witli  frightful  yells 
and  shoutay  more  effective,  as  the/  fell  upon  tho 
oars  of  the  enemy,  than  a  thoasand  rifle-balls— 
and,  in  the  midst  of  all,  i-<  heard  one  long,  loud, 
oontinuous  round  of  cheering  us  tho  Star-Spangled 
Banner  is  unfurled  iu  tho  face  of  tlio  fi^e,  and 
deiiantljr  snpplants  tlio  mongrel  colors  that  liad. 
Iwt  a  moment  before,  designated  thi  spot  as 
Bebsl  ground. 

•*TIje2td  Ijoyshnvo  tlio  honor  of  having  si- 
lenoed  and  captured  a  battery  of  twelve  piece?, 
which  had  b««a dealing dsstmction  with  marked 
wiOBBis.  Ilia  aodt  liaA  btsn  bw^f  ont  up  by 


Col.  Tappan,  who  originally  held  tho 

plaee.  Of  course,  onr  exhau.sted  and 
largely  outnumbered  soldiers  eould 
do  nothing  better  than  to  cut  their 
way  through  the  fresh  troops  obstruct- 
ing their  return  to  their  boats,  which 
they  did  with  great  gallantry  and 
Bucoees,  bringing  off  all  their  own 
guns,  with  the  two  best  of  those  they 
had  captured  from  the  Rebels,  and 
gaining  their  boats  about  5  p.  m.,  with 
a  loss  of  two  euissonr^,  somo  ammuni- 
tion and  baggage,  and  of  about  400 

this  iMtteiy,  and  were  straining  eve^  nerve  to 
capture  it  They  express  considerable  disap- 

pointmcnt  that  the  i»rize  was  sn:itrhi>  l  fi-om 
lliom.  They  turned  away  iu  seardi  of  now  lau- 
rels; and.  in  c!iargiii^  into  th;'  very  niiilsl  of  the 
camp,  were  drawn  into  an  ambuscade,  wliers 
they  were  again  snflbring  tarriU^,  tiwogfa  mshi* 
tainingtlieir  grouu'l  nnflindung^J,  when  the  31st 
came  to  their  assiHt;inoe. 

'•  An  imjxjtuous  ami  irresistible  charge  was 
then  made,  that  drovo  tho  Beliels  in  all  direo- 
lions,  and  lefl  the  field  in  poneaskm  of  the  Fede- 
ral forces.  The  Rebel  camps  wore  fired,  atnl, 
with  nil  their  supplies,  nmmuiiition,  bagirage, 
etc,  wero  t"!a!l_v  dt-.-troved. 

"Tho  discovery,  on  tho  Kentucky  side,  that 
we  wero  in  possession  of  their  camp,  led  to  an 
opening  of  the  Rebel  batteries  from  that  direc- 
tion upon  us.  Their  fire  was  very  annoying; 
tho  mora  aa  asm  wars  not  hi  apoattiantora- 
tum  it. 

"  Just  at  this  juncture,  tho  report  was  brought 
to  Gen.  Grant,  by  Lieut.  Pittman,  of  the  30th 
Illinois,  who  had,  with  his  company  (F),  been  oa 
scouting  duty,  that  lu  avy  reimforeeiuenln  wero 
coming  up  to  the  Rebels  from  the  opposite  side 
of  tho  river.  Indeed,  tt»  report  was  also  made 
that  the  enemy  wore  pouring  over  tbe  river  in 
immense  numbers,  and  the  danger  was  imminent 
that  our  retreat  would  l>e  cnl  off.  T!io  onler  to 
fall  back  to  the  boats  was  thereforo  given,  but 
not  a  moment  too  soon. 

"  The  way  was  already  filled  with  Rebel 
troops;  and,  as  we  had  foaght  o.ir  way  up  to  the 
encampment,  so  wo  were  obligc<l  to  fijiht  bac.'-i  to 
our  boats,  and  against  desperate  odiLs.  Hut  tho 
men  were  notladcing  in  courage,  and  fou^dit  liko 
voteians,  giving  ample  evidenco  of  iheir  deter- 
mination. Every  r<^ment  of  Federal  troops 
ssuffored  moro  or  less  severely  in  tlieir  return 
march;  but  the  general  opinion  prevails  that  tho 
UoIk?!.'^  siilTercd  far  g^nter  losses  than  we.  * 

"  Wherever  they  mode  a  stand,  wo  put  them  to 
flight;  and,  although  wo  lost  many  brave  men, 
cither  killed,  woniidcd.  or  taken  jtris  mers,  wo 
made  at  least  two  of  their  mou  hito  tue  dust  for 
every  ono  tliat  fell  from  our  ranks.  Our  regi- 
ment»  all  reached  their  boaca^  though  with  oon- 
bidorably  thbuMd  ranka." 
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UHed,  wounded,  and  taken  prisoners.'* 
C3ol.  Dongherty,  of  the  22d  Illinoifi, 
was  severely  wounded  and  taken  pris- 
oner. Col.  Lauman,  of  the  7tL  Iowa, 
and  Maj.  McClurken,  of  the  30th  Il- 
linois, were  nlso  Ijadly  wmnidod ; 
while  among  the  killed  were  Lieut. 
Col.  Wentz,  of  the  7th  Iowa,  Capts. 
Brolaski,  Markle,  and  Lieut.  Dough- 
erty. Gens.  Grant  and  HeCkmand, 
-who  evinced  the  most  reckless  bra- 
Teiy  throughont,  each  had  his  horse 
shot  under  him.  The  22d  Illinois 
lost  23  killed  and  74  wounded,  in- 
cluding Capts.  Cliallenor  and  Abbott, 
who  were  taken  prisoners.  The  Ttli 
Iowa  lost  26  killed  and  80  wounded, 
including  nearly  all  ita  tield  officers.*" 
The  entire  Hebel  loss"  was  from  600 
to  1,000 ;  among  them.  Col.  John  Y. 

'*G«D.  Graut,  in  liis  official  report,  dated  Cairo^ 
Nov.  13th,  mjB: 

Our  loH3  wna  about  8  {  killrd,  150  wounded — 
many  of  them  slightly — and  about  an  equal 
jmudW  mlMing." 

A  letter  proserrod  in  TJie  JtebeUion  Rfcord, 
dated  Camp  McCkrnand,  Cairo,  Nov.  8tli,  says: 

**Tho  Mompliia  returned  at  midnight.  The 
expedition  that  went  down  upon  her  with  flags 
of  truoe  report  the  whole  number  of  our  dead, 
fiNnd  and  buried  by  them  npmi  the  battle-field, 
at  85.  Th;<>  indudcH  nil.  The  Rebebtdmoiri* 
edge  their  loss  to  be  300  killed." 

A  private  in  Taykr'a  hattecy  writes: 

"  Aftf  r  wo  trot  out  into  th.e  river,  and  In  ranpe, 
we  opened  wiili  three  of  our  pimf,  together  with 
the  gunboats :  and  the  \vay  \vo  dropped  tlie 
dieU  among  them  was  a  caution.  The  firing 
did  not  cease  till  sandown.** 

This  private  turns  up  the  battle  as  follows : 

"  To  leoapitulate :  We  bad  about  4,000  men ; 
attM&ed  about  8,000  at  Bdmoiit;  eiid  drove  them 
from  the  field  ;  when  they  wore  reenforced  by 
4,000  from  above  aad  :t,000  below,  topether 
with  cavalry  and  four  batteries  from  Coltnnbu?, 
and  their  heavy  guns  from  the  bluflls  opposite 
playing  down  upon  oar  men  all  llie  time ;  they 
could  look  riphtdoATi  on  the  bstfle  frf>m  the 
shore,  where  Pillow  was  said  to  1)6 in oominand." 

As  MmfMa  AvOmeMt  (BebeQ  aoooaiit  of 
the  battle  says : 

"  We  have  01  priaonera  and  om  100  of  their 
tramided  in  ovr  hands.'* 

*Capt  Foote's  oflQcial  report  of  the  participa- 

tkn  of  hii  gunboAta  in  thia  aflkir,  atatet  the  loss 
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Wright,**  of  tiie  Idth  Tennessee,  an4 
Maj.  Butler,  of  the  lltii  Lonisiana, 

killed. 

It  is  morallj  certain  that  the  Bebel 

loss  in  this  action  was  the  greater ; 
yet,  for  lack  of  ]iroper  combinations, 
and  because  of  the  fact  that,  of  the 
10,000  men  -we  might  and  s^hould 
have  had  iu  the  action,  less  than 
4,000  were  actnaUj  present,  the  pres- 
tige of  victoiy  inined  to  the  Rebels, 
who  chased  oor  weary  men  to  their 
boats,  and  fired  at  them,  as  they, 
having  cut  their  cables  in  their  haste, 
steamed  np  the  river.  When  our 
f»nnboats,  gaining  a  proper  distance 
from  the  shore,  obtained  the  range 
of  tlie  exulting  Rebels  on  the  bank, 
the  latter  promx>tly  desisted  and  re* 
tired. 

of  those  guaboata  at  J  killed  md  2  wounded; 
and,  with  regard  to  the  general  result,  says: 

My  opinion  is,  after  careful  inquiry,  ns  stntg- 
glers  are  still  coming  in,  that  our  loaa  of  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing,  wlQ  aaoant  to  500  per- 
sons, tO);ether  with  25  bnp.'nu'i-  wapon}*,  lOS 
horses,  1,000  ovoreoats,  and  l.ouo  I  '.aiikets." 

*'  Pollard,  witli  unusual  candor,  says: 

"  The  list  of  our  [RebelJ  killed,  wounded,  and 
aaissfngi  nunbsn  832." 

A  Itshel  account  of  the  battle  by  an  cye-wtt- 
nesR,  printed  in  Thf  Memphis  Appeal  gives  the 
official  loss  in  four  regiments  at  364,  and  says 
thekwsinthe  others  has  not  been  annomiesd; 
but  if  in  the  same  ratio,  it  must  have  been  over 
a  thousand.  And  yet  The  Mtmphis  Avaimdm 
bolletin  says: 

"  Capt.  John  Moigin  sstimnies  the  loss  of  our 
entire  army  «t  about  100  kiUed,  and  less  than 
200  wounded." 

CoL  Wright  had  for  some  years  been  a  Demo- 
oratie  member  of  Ooogress,  and  an  inttmatn 

friend,  as  well  as  compatriot,  of  lion.  Philip  IL 
Fouke,  a  Democratic  member  from  Tennesaesi 
When  they  parted,  at  the  doae  of  the  leemon  of 
1860-61,  Wright  fatd  to  his  friend:  "PhiL.  I 
ox[>cct  the  next  time  we  meet,  it  will  be  on  the 
battle-field."  Sure  enough,  their  next  nieeting 
was  in  tills  bloody  straggle,  where  Wright  ft! 
mortally  wounded,  and  60  of  his  roeniravetsksa 
prisoners  by  CoL  Fouke's  rogiment 
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ON  THE  S£ABOASD  AND  OGEAK. 


On  Sunday,  June  2d,  18G1,  while 
the  Minneeota,  then  blockading  the 
harbor  of  duurleBton,  was  loddng 
ttfter  a  Bos^cioiis  Teasd  that  was  ob> 
lerved  to  the  aoathward,  a  little 
lehooner  of  some  fifty  tuna,  caziying 
an.  ugly-looking  18-poundcr  mounted 
on  a  swnvel  amidships,  and  manned 
by  twenty-two  men,  of  whom  not 
more  tlian  half  could  Und  room  at 
once  under  the  shelter  of  her  deck, 
dipped  out  from  under  the  lee  of  Fort 
Sumter,  by  the  north  ehannel,  taking 
first  a  northward  conrse,  so  as  to  allay 
suspicion  on  board  the  blockador,  but 
intending  to  stretch  boldly  across  the 
Gulf  Stream  to  Great  Abaco,  and  lie 
in  wait  near  the  Ilole-in-tlio  A\"all  for 
unarmed  Yankee  merchuutnien  traf- 
ficking between  Kortheru  ports  and 
Cuba. 

She  was  Ineky  at  the  ontset,  almost 
bejond  her  hopes;  fitUing  in,  when 
scarcely  a  day  at  sea,  with  the  brig 
Joseph,  of  Tlockluud,  Me.,  hiden  witli 
sugar  from  Canlonas,  Cuba,  for  Phil- 
adelphia. Setting  an  American  flag 
in  her  main  rigging,  to  indicate  her 
wish  to  speak  the  titranger,  the  priva- 
teer easily  decoyed  the  Joseph  within 
speaking  distance,  when  he  ordefed 
het  captain  to  lower  his  boat  and 
come  on  board.  This  command  hav- 
ing  been  readily  obeyed,  the  mer^ 
chantman  was  astounded  by  the  in- 
formation, fully  autlicnticated  by  the  ; 
18-pounder  aforesaid,  that  he  was  a  | 
prize  to  the  nameless  wasp  on  whose 
deck  he  stood,  which  had  unquestion- 
able authori^  teom  Mr.  Je&rson 


Davis  to  capture  all  vessels  belonging 
to  loyal  dtiaens  of  the  United  States^ 
There  was  plainly  nothing  to  be  said ; 
so  the  Yankee  skipper  said  nothing; 
but  was  held  a  prisoner  on  board  his 
captor,  while  a  prize^vew  of  ei|^t 
well-anned  men  was  sent  on  board 
the  Joseph,  directed  to  take  her  with 
her  men  into  Georgetown,  S.  C. 

At  5  p.  M.,  of  that  day,  a  brig  hove 
in  sight ;  and  the  Confederate  schoon- 
er at  once  made  all  sail  directly 
toward  her,  expecting,  by  the  easy 
capture  of  a  second  richly  laden  mer- 
chantman, to  complete  a  good  day^ 
work,  even  for  June.  On  nearing 
her,  however,  he  was  astonished  in 
turn  l)y  a  show  of  teeth — quite  too 
many  uf  them  for  liis  0!ie  heavy 
grinder.  Putting  his  craf\  instantly 
about,  he  attempted,  by  sharp  sail- 
ing, to  escape ;  but  it  was  too  late. 
He  was  under  the  guns  of  the  V,  S. 
brig  Perry,  Lieut.  B.  G.  Parrott  com- 
manding,  which  at  once  set  all  sail  for 
a  chase,  firing  at  intorvab,  as  signals 
that  her  new  accjuaintanco  was  ex- 
pected to  stop.  The  Savannali — for 
that  word,  displayed  in  raised  let  tors 
on  the  front  part  of  ber  trunk  cabin, 
seemed  to  be,  or  at  least  to  have  been, 
her  name— did  not  appear  to  compre- 
hend; for  ehe  sent  four  shots  at  the 
Perry,  one  of  which  passed  through 
her  rigging.  So  the  chase  continued 
;  till  S  oV'lofk  p.  M.,  when  tlie  Perry 
I  had  liauled  so  close  to  tlic  puzzling 
little  craft  a5  to  order  her  by  tnnn- 
pet  to  heave  to,  when  the  schooner 
lowered  all  her  sails,  and  her  officers 
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tia  1)el<yw.  Li  a  few  momentS)  tiie 
tiro  qiiairter-boatB  of  the  Peny  were 
alongside,  and  their  crews  leaped  upon 
the  fly  away 's  deck  ;  when  all  remain- 
ing mystery  as  to  her  character  was 
thoroughly  dispelled.  Her  men  at 
ODce  stepped  forward  and  surrendered 
their  side-Anns;  and,  pereeiTiiig  there 
was  no  bloodshed^  &  leaden  soon 
emerged  from  the  eabin,  and  did 
likewise.  All  were  promptly  trans- 
ferred to  the  Perry,  and  returned  in 
her  to  (Charleston  bar;  whence  thev 
were  dispatched,  on  the  Ttli,  a.s  pris- 
oners, in  what  had  been  their  own 
Teasel,  to  Kew  York,  where  they 
anriyed,  in  ohaige  of  lOdshlpman 
MeOook  and  a  prize  crew,  on  die 
15th.  They  were  arraigned  and  some 
of  them  tried  as  pirates,  but  not  con- 
victed— Mr.  Jefferson  Davis,  by  a 
letter  to  President  Lincoln,  dated 
Richmond,  July  6th,  doclaring  that 
he  would  retaliate  on  our  prii^oners 
in  hicj  hands  any  treatment  that  might 
be  inflicted  on  them.  No  answer 
was  letDzned  to  this  letter;  but 
the  prirateer's  crew  were  ultimately 
exchanged,  like  other  prisoners  of 
war. 

The  Savannah's  rough  experien 


CO 


repeated,  two  months  later,  by 
the  Petrel,  formerly  the  U.  S.  revenue 
cutter  Aiken,  but  turned  over  to 
South  Carolina  by  her  oflicerfi  in  the 
infancy  of  Secession.  Running  out 
of  Charleston  on  a  cruise,  the  I'etrel 
soon  encountered  the  St.  Lawrence, 
gnnboat,  and,  mistaking  her  fbr  a 
merchantman,  fired  at  her  as  a 
mons  to  surrender.  The  St.  Law- 
rence at  once  returned  the  compli- 
ment with  a  broadside,  sinking  tlie 
Rebel  craft  off-hand,  with  five  of 
her  crew.  The  residue,  thirty-six  in 
number,  were  sent  to  Fort  Mi^lin, 
on  the  Delaware,  as  prisoners. 

Qea.  Benj.  F.  Bntler  sailed,  Ao- 
gOBt  26, 1861,  from  Fortress  Monroe^ 
as  oonmiander  of  a  military  and  nap 

val  force  whose  destination  was  secret 
It  consisted  of  the  fifty-gun  frigates 
Minnesota,  "Wabash,  and  (^umber- 
land,  with  four  smaller  natii)nal  ves- 
sels and  two  steam  transports,  carry- 
ing 800  soldiers,  with  two  tugs  laden 
with  supplies ;  the  Naval  force  under 
the  command  of  Com.  Btringham. 
Arriving  the  second  ni^t  off  the 
entrance  through  Hatteras  Inlet  to 
Pamlico  Sound,  it  was  f  nnid  dof'end- 
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ed  bj  the  new  Forts  Hatteraa  and 
Clark,  mounting  five  and  ten  guns 
respectively,  witli  five  more  ready  for 
mounting  on  the  more  important 
work;  the  whole  defended  hy  700 
Confederates,  under  Com.  S.  Barron, 
late  of  the  Federal  Xavy ;  the  infan- 
try consisting  of  the  7th  North  Car- 
olina, Col.  Martin. 

Tlio  forts  were  f  nmd  far  less  for- 
midable thau  they  doubtless  would 
have  been  a  few  weeks  later.  The 
bombardment  was  commenced  at  10 
A.  M.,  of  the  28th ;  Fort  Ilatteras  re- 
plying, with  signal  industry,  to  little 
purpose ;  its  gunners  being  evidently 
inexperienced  and  unskilled.  Fort 
Clark  had  little  or  nothing  to  say; 
and  was  next  morning  found  to  have 
been  already  abandoncd. 

The  Sound  being  still  open,  a  heav- 
ily laden  transport  reiinforced  Fort 
Hatteras  during  the  night ;  but  tliis 
did  no  good.  The  bombardment  hav- 
ing been  reopened  by  our  ships  on 
the  moniing  of  the  29th,  and  it  being 
evident  that  to  continue  the  contest 
was  simply  to  condemn  his  men  to 
useless  slaughter,  Com.  Barron,  at 
11  A.  M.,  raised  the  white  flag,  and, 
on  consultation,  offered  to  surrender 
the  fort  with  its  contents,  on  condi- 
tion that  the  garrison  should  be 
allowed  to  retire.  Gen.  Butler  de- 
clined the  proffer;  but  proposed,  in 
hid  turn,  to  guarantee  to  officers  and 
men,  on  capitulation,  the  treatment 
of  prisoners  of  war ;  and  this  was  ul- 
timately accepted.  The  spoils  were 
715  prisoners,  25  cannon,  1,000  stand 
of  arras,  and  a  considerable  quantity 
of  provisions  and  stores.  Our  loss 
was  next  to  nothing.  And  the  se- 
cret of  the  expedition  had  been  so 
well  kept  that,  for  several  days  there- 
after, blockade-runners  from  various 


quarters  ran  into  the  inlet  as  a  Con- 
federate shelter,  and  fell  an  easy  prey 
to  our  arms. 

No  effort  being  made  by  the  Con- 
federates to  retake  this  important  po- 
sition. Gen.  Butler,  with  most  of  our 
vessels,  had  departed  on  other  ser- 
\'ice  ;  when  Col.  Ilawkins,  command- 
ing at  Ilatteras,  dispatchetl,  late  in 
September,  the  20th  Indiana,  Col. 
Brown,  to  the  petty  hamlet  on  the 
Ilatteras  Bank,  known  as  Chicamico- 
mico,  near  Cape  Ilatteras,  and  some 
fifteen  or  twenty  miles  north-east  of 
the  Inlet.  Tlie  excuse  for  this  peril- 
ous division  of  his  forces  was  the  pro- 
tection of  tlie  native  residents,  who 
claimed  to  be  Unionists.  A  few  days 
thereafter  (Sept.  29th),  the  propeller 
Fanny,  which  had  transported  the 
regiment  to  Chicamicomico,  and  was 
now  proceeding  through  the  Sound, 
carrWng  thither  a  full  cargo  of  stores 
and  40  men,  was  pounced  upon  by 
three  armed  steamers  from  the  main 
land,  and  e.'tsily  captured;  and,  six 
days  tliereafYer,  Col.  Brown  discov- 
ered five  Kebel  steamers  enierffins 
from  Croatan  Sound,  with  evident 
intent  to  attack  him.  To  this  end, 
they  landed  a  superior  force  above 
his  position,  and  then  proceeded  to 
land  a  detachment  further  down,  in- 
tending to  cut  off  his  retreat  and 
comj>el  his  surrender.  Col.  Brown, 
however,  destroyed  his  tents  and 
stores,  and  made  a  rapid  march  to 
the  Ilatteras  Lighthouse,  with  a  loss 
of  ahont  50  stragglers  taken  prison- 
ers. Col.  Hawkins,  by  this  time  ful- 
ly  apprised  of  the  Rebel  nn.>vement, 
soon  started,  with  six  companies,  to 
the  rescue;  while  the  Sus<iuehanna 
and  ^fonticello,  our  only  two  fighting 
vessels  at  the  Inlet,  moved  up  to  the 
vicinity  of  the  Lighthouse,  to  take  a 
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Land  in  the  bfnanees.  Doubling  Cape 
Hatteras  next  morning  the  Monti- 
cello,  Lieut.  Braine^  came  upon  the 
main  Rebel  force  at  1^  p.  m.,  and 
opened  upon  them  with  sheik,  put- 
ting them  instantly  to  flight,  with 
great  bluughter.  The  bank  or  beach 
1>etween  the  ocean  and  the  Sound, 
being  less  than  a  mile  w|4|a^fffinded 
little  protection  to  the  Ai^itiTeB,  who 
Bostained  an  inceBsant  ^fift^firom  the 
If  onticello  fcnr  two  hours ;  and  two  of 
our  shells  are  said  to  have  penetrated 
two  Jiebel  aloopa  laden  with  men, 


tearing  them  to  pieces  and  desteoying 

all  on  board.  Had  our  land  forces 
efficiently  cooperated,  most  of  the 
Rebels  might  have  been  taken  ;  as  it 
was,  Col.  Brown  returned  unmolested 
to  the  fort 

Fort  Pickens,  on  the  western  ex- 
tremity of  Santa  Bosa  Island,  com- 
manding the  main  entrance  to  Pen- 
sacolahurbor,  was  saved  to  the  Union, 
as  wo  have  seen,'  by  the  fidelity  and 
prompt  energy  of  Lieut.  Slemmer. 
It  was  reeulbroed  soon  after  the  ML 


.  MAF  or  rosT  ricKSiiB,  rutSACoLA,  rru 


of  Sumter,  and  its  defense  confided  to 
Col.  Ilarvev  BroAvn.  A  formidalile 
Rebel  force,  ultimately  coTimiuiided 
by  Gen.  Braxton  Bragg,  was  assem- 
hled,  early  in  the  war,  at  Pensaoola, 
and  long  threatened  an  attack  or 


bombardment,  which,  on  our  side, 
was  eagerly  awaited. 

Com.  William  Mervine,  command- 
ing the  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 
having  observed  Hiat  a  schooner 
named  the  Jndah  was  being  fitted 
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out  in  the  harbor  of  PenAacola  as  a 

privateer,  with  intent  to  slip  out  some 
dark  iii<^ht,  prepured  to  cruiso  af^ainst 
our  commerce,  planned  an  exjudili.m 
to  destroy  her.  During  the  niglit  of 
Sept.  13th,  four  boats,  carrying  100 
men,  oonimanded  by  lieut.  BmseU, 
put  off  from  Oom.  ICervine's  flag*Bhip 
^'^^Oolorado,  approaching  the  schooner 
/^v^gt  ^  ^  M.,  of  the  14th.  The  pri- 
•  vatccr's  crew,  duly  warned,  opened  a 
fire  of  niusketrv  the  boats  nearcd 
her;  bnt  were  speedily  driven  from 
her  deck  liv  our  ])oarder.-i,  and  she  set 
on  tire  and  burned  to  the  water's 
edge,  yrheoi  die  sunk.  Her  gun,  a 
10-inch  colombiad,  was  Bpiked,  and 
innk  with  her.  AU  was  the  work  of 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  during  wliich 
our  side  liad  3  killed  and  1 2  w«  »unded. 
As  tlio  Judali  lay  directly  oW  the 
Navy  Yard,  where  a  thou-^and  Tveb- 
elHi  were  <piartered,  this  was  one  of 
the  most  daring  and  well-executed 
aohieTements  of  the  year. 

Finally,  during  the  intensely  dark 
night  of  Oct.  9th,  a  Gonfedwate  force 
oroned  silently  from  Penaacola  to 
Santa  Kosa  I  inland,  with  intent  to  sur- 
prise and  destroy  the  camp  of  the  0th 
NeNy  York  (Wilson's  Zouaves),  some 
two  miles  distant  from  Fort  Tiekens. 
The  attack  was  well  planned  and 
well  made.  The  surprise  teems  to 
.  have  been  complete.  The  Zonaves 
were  instanfly  driyen  from  thdr 
eamp,  which  was  thorooghly  de- 
itroyed ;  hut  the  darkness,  which  had 
favored  the  surprise,  invested  every 
step  beyond  the  campwitli  unknown 
■  perils;  and,  wlicn  day  broke,  the 
Kebels  bad  no  clioiee  but  to  retreat 
as  swiftly  as  possible  to  their  boats, 
dght  miles  distant  Of  oonrse,  they 
were  followed,  andharassed,  and  fired 
iipon  after  they  had  reSmbarked; 


and  it  was  claimed,  on  our  side,  that 
their  loss  exceeded  300 ;  but,  as  they 
left  but  21  dead  on  the  island,  and 
30  ])risoners,  the  claim  is  simply  ab- 
surd. Our  loss  was  60,  and  theirs 
probably  a  little  mora^  But  several 
thoDsand  Bebels  were  kept  at  Pen- 
aaoola  thronghont  the  campaign  by 
less  than  1,000  on  oar  side ;  and, 
when  they  finally  decamped,  they  had 
no  choice  but  to  surrender  tlie  Naval 
Floating  Dock  and  Railway,  with 
much  other  ])u])lie  p)roj>erty.  to  tho 
flames,  to  prevent  theii'  easy  recovery 
to  the  Union. 

The  blockade  of  the  months  of  the 
Mississippi,  naturally  difficnltyhecaose 

of  their  number  and  distances,  was 
successfully  evaded  on  the  Ist  of  July 
by  the  ^team  privateer  Sumter,  Capt. 
liaphael  Semmes,  who,  darting  swit'tly 
from  j)oint  to  point  throughout  those 
portions  of  tlie  West  India  waters 
known  to  be  most  thickly  studded 
with  oor  merdiantmen,  made  some 
twelve  or  fifteen  captures  in  hardly 
so  many  days,  and  then  ran  into  the 
friendly  British  portof  Xa^^sau,  where 
he  was  promptly  supplied  with  oveiy- 
thint;  necessary  to  a  vigorous  prose- 
cution of  his  devastating  career. 
Having  continued  it  some  time  longer 
with  great  success,  he  finally  ran  into- 
the  British  harbor  of  Gibraltar,  where 
the  Federal  gunboat  Toscarora  soon 
ibnnd  him  and  his  vessel,  and,  an* 
choring  in  the  Spanish  -patt  of  Alge- 
siras,  just  opposite,  where  no  hiw 
would  compel  her  to  remain  twenty- 
four  hours  after  the  Sumter  had  do- 
]»ai-ted,  she  held  the  privateer  fast 
until  relieved  by  the  Kearsarge,  by 
whidi  the  bkokade  wia  persistently 
maintained  mitil  the  •  Confederale 
officers  abandoned. their  vessel— pro- 
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Imnng  to  lellher— aadbaldolc  Hbtatr 
■elyeB  to  liverpool,  wliero  a  fiuiter 
end  better  Bteuner,  the  AUhMna^ 

Lad  meantime  been  constructed,  and 
fitted  out  for  their  service.  So  the 
Nashville,  which  ran  out  of  Charles- 
ton during  the  Suininer.  and,  in  due 
time,  appeared  in  Jjritish  watere, 
after  buruing  (2^ov.  19  th)  the  Harvey 
Sreh  men^dmtmoB  sight  of 

tbe  English  coast,  ran  into  South- 
ampton, where  hj  the  Tnscarora; 
which,  if  permitted  to  pursue,  wonld 
have  made  short  work  of  her  soon 
after  she  left,  hut  was  compelled  to 
remain  twenty-four  hours  to  insure 
her  escape.  This  detention  u  author- 
ized bj  the  law  of  nations,  though  it 
has  not  always  been  respected  by 
Great  Britain:  Witness  her  capture 
of  the  Essex  and  Eases  Junior  in  the 
harbor  of  Valparaiso,  and  her  de- 
struction of  the  Gen.  Armstrong  pri- 
vateer in  the  port  of  Fayal,  during 
the  war  of  1812.  But  the  concession 
of  such  belligerent  ri<2:hts  and  immu- 
nities to  a  power  wliich  has  neither 
recognized  national  existence  nor 
maritime  strength  will  yet  be  regret- 
ted by  Great  Britain,  as  affording  an 
imfortnnateand  damaging  precedent. 

Li  October — the  communications 
between  our  blockading  forces  in  the 
Gulf  and  the  loyal  States  being  fitful 
and  tedious— tlic  North  was  startled 
by  the  following  bulletin,  which  ap- 
peared as  a  telegram  from  New  Or- 
leans to  the  Richmond  papers : 

"  FoKT  Jkcnov,  Oct.  12,  1861. 

"Last  ni^lit,  I  attacked  the  blookadors 
with  my  little  fleet.  I  sucocwled,  alter  a 
Wfy  short  stmggle,  ia  driving  them  all 
agronnd  on  the  Southwest  PaM  bar,  ezoept 
the  Prcblo,  which  I  tuni. 

"I  captared  a  prize  from  them;  and. 
after  ther  were  fiufe  in  sand,  I  pei^pered 
them  well 

"Tht-ro  wcro  no  casualties  on  our  side. 
It  was  a  complete  fooceie,  Houuum." 


Cknnmander  TTinlllif|  fivmarl^  of 
oor  Kavy,  and  more  notorious  tha^ 
ftmons  for  his  bombardment  of  Grey- 

town,  Nicaragua,  had  drawn  rather 
liberally  on  his  imagination  in  the 
above.  His  prize  was  a  deserted 
coal-boat ;  he  had  not  sunk  tho 
Preble ;  and  his  '  peppering'  was 
done  at  a  prudent  distance,  and  with 
little  or  no  effect  But  he  had  burst 
upon  our  squadron  blodcading  the 
months  of  the  Miflsisflqipi,  al  ZM 
A.U.  of  that  day,  with  a  flotilla  com- 
posed of  his  ram  Manassas,  three  fire- 
nifts,  and  five  armed  steamers.  The 
ram  struck  our  flag  steamship  Rich- 
mond, Capt.  Pope,  staving  in  her  sido 
below  the  water-line,  and,  for  tho 
moment,  threatening  her  destruction. 
Onr  squadron,  consisting  of  the  Bichr 
mond,  Flreble,  Ymcennea,  and  Water 
Witch,  instantlj  slipped  their  cables^ 
and  ran  down  the  South-west  Pass^ 
very  much  as  they  would  have  done 
luid  aU  on  board  boon  considerably 
frightened.  C* )mmander  Kobert  Han- 
dy, of  the  Viucennes,  ran*  his  vessel 
aground  in  the  flight,  and  deserted 
her,  with  all  his  men ;  setting  a  slow- 
match  to  destroy  her,  which  happily 
&Oed.  His  veesel  was  recovered  un- 
harmed. The  fire-rafts  were  entirelj 
avoided ;  the  Rebel  steamboats  not 
venturing  within  range  of  the  Pich- 
mond's  guns ;  while  llollins's  haste 
to  telegraph  his  victory  seems  to  have 
cost  him  all  its  legitimate  fruits.  Be- 
yond the  destruction  of  the-  fire-ships, 
the  losses  on  either  ride  were  of  no 
account. 

On  the  29th  of  October,  anothei 

and  far  stronger  naval  and  military 
expedition  set  forth  from  Ilampton 
Roads,  and,  clearing  the  capes  of  Vir? 
ginia,  moved  majestically  southward* 
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Gen.  T.  "W.  Sherman  commanded  the 
land  forces,  consisting  of  thirteen  vol- 
unteer regiments,  forming  three  hrig- 
ade3,  and  numbering  not  less  than 
10,000  men  ;  wliile  the  fleet — com- 
manded by  Com.  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont 
• — ^  embraced  the  steam-frigate  Wa- 
bash, 14  gunboats,  22  first-class  and  12 
smaller  steamers,  witli  2G  sailing  ves- 
Bels.  After  a  stormy  passage,  in  which 
several  transports  were  disabled,  and 
four  absolutely  lost.  Com.  Du  Pont, 
in  his  flag-ship,  came  to  off  Port 
Koyal,  S.  C,  during  the  niglit  of  No- 


vember 3d  and  4th ;  and,  after  proper 
soundings  and  reconnoissances,  which 
developed  the  existence  of  a  new  fort 
on  either  side  of  the  entrance,  the 
Commodore  brought  his  most  effec- 
tive vessels  into  action  at  9  a.  m.,  on 
Thursday,  November  7th,  taking  the 
lead  in  his  flag-ship,  the  Wabash — 
the  gunboats  to  follow  at  intervala 
in  due  order.  Tims  the  fighting  por- 
tion of  the  5eet  steamed  slowly  up 
the  bay  by  the  -::*ts,  receiving  and 
returning  the  fire  of  the  batteries 
on  Bay  Point  as  they  passed  up,  and 
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exchanging  like  compliments  with 
tho  stronger  fort  on  Hilton  Head  as 
they  came  down.  '  Thus  no  vessel 
remained  stationary  under  fire;  so 
that  the  enemy  were  at  no  time  ena- 
bled to  gain,  by  experiment  and  ob- 
servation, a  perfect  aim.    The  day 


was  lovely ;  the  spectacle  magnifi- 
cent ;  the  fight  spirited,  but  most  un- 
equal. Despite  the  general  presump- 
tion that  batteries,  well  manned  and 
served,  are  8U|)erior  to  ships  when  not 
iron-clad,  the  terrible  rain  of  shot  and 
shell  upon  the  gunners,  in  the  Rebel 


« 
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soon  proTed  b^ond  hmnan  en- 1 

durance.  The  smaller  gunboats  at 
length  took  poeitions  whence  their 
fire  was  most  annoying,  yet  could  not 
be  effectively  returned ;  ■wliile  the 
Bienville,  on  her  second  proineniide, 
steamed  close  in  to  tlic  main  liebel 
tartf  and  fired  ber  grcut  guns  with 
Bach  effect  aa  almost  to  dlence  the 
enemy.  The  Wabash,  on  her  third 
TOimd,  came  within  six  hundred 
yards  of  the  fort,  firing  as  calmly 
and  heavily  as  at  the  outset.  The 
battle  had  thus  raged  nearly  five 
hours,  with  fearful  cam sige  and  de- 
vastation on  the  part  of  the  Reljcls 
and  very  little  loss  on  ours,  when 
fhe  overmatched  OoniMerateS)  find- 
ing themselves  slanghtered  to  no  pnr- 
pose,  suddenly  and  nnarimonsly  took 
to  flight;  their  ( ommander,  Gon.  T. 
F.  Drayton,'  making  as  good  time  as 
the  l>est  of  them.'  The  Kebcl  forts 
were  fullv  manned  hv  1,700  South 
Carolinians,  with  a  field  battery  of 
500  more  stationed  not  far  distant. 
The  negroes,  save  those  who  had 
been  driven  off  by  llidr  masters,  or 
shot  while  attempting  to  evade  ^em, 
had  stubbornly  remained  on  the  isles ; 
and  there  was  genuine  pathos  in  the 
prompt  appearance  of  scores  of  them, 
rushing  down  to  the  water-side,  with 
their  scanty  stock  of  valuables  tied  up 
in  a  handkerchief,  and  begging  to  be 
taken  on  board  our  ^ps.  The  idea 
lliat  mat  ooenpation  might  be  perma- 
nent seems  not  to  have  occorrsd  to 
them ;  they  only  thought  of  escaping 

*  H«  was  brother  to  ComnutDdor  K  Drajton, 
<^  tho  n.  3.  gunboat  Pocahootas^  who  vas  fai  the 

thickest  of  the  fight  on  tho  Fide  of  liis  wholo 
oouotrj.  Capt  Stoadman,  of  the  Bienville,  yra» 
IQwwlae  »  Baalh  OaroltiiUm. 

'This  flight,  howoTcr  hurried  and  reckless, 
•was  fully  justifinhln.  Tlioy  had  to  run  six  railcs 
across  the  island  to  Soabrooic,  where  thoj  tooit 
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at  all  haaards  from  iheir  li^long^ 

bitter  bonda<je. 

llad  this  blow  been  followed  np 
as  it  might  have  l)een,  Charl(«.ton,  or 
Savannah,  or  both,  couhl  have  been 
easily  and  promptly  captured.  Tho 
Confederate  defeat  was  so  unexpect- 
ed, BO  crushing,  and  tho  terror  in- 
spired by  onr  gnnboais  so  general 
and  pn^nnd,  tiiat  nothing  coold 
have  withstood  the  progress  of  our 
arms.  But  Gen.  Sherman  had  not 
been  instructed  to  press  his  advanta- 
ges, nor  had  he  been  provided  with 
the  light-draft  steainers,  row-boats, 
and  other  facilities,  really  needed  for 
the  improvement  of  his  signal  victo- 
ry. He  did  not  even  occupy  Beaufort 
until  December  6ih,  nor  Tybee  Isl- 
and, commanding  tiio  approach  to 
Savannah,  until  December  20th  ;  on 
which  day,  a  number  of  old  hulks  of 
vessels  were  sunk  in  the  main  ship 
channel  leading  up  to  Charleston  be- 
tween Morris  and  Sullivan's  islands 
— as  others  were,  a  few  days  after- 
wai'd,  in  the  passage  known  as  Hai^ 
fit's  channel— with  intent  to  impede 
the  midnight  flitting  of  blockade- 
runners.  These  obstructions  were 
denounced  in  Europe  as  barbarous, 
but  proved  simply  inefficient. 

Meantime,  the  slaveholders  of  all 
the  remnining  Sea  Islands  stripped 
them  of  slaves  and  domestic  animals, 
burned  their  cotton,  and  other  crops 
which  they  were  unable  to  remove, 
and  fled  to  CSharleston  and  the  inte- 
rior. Not  a  slaveholder  on  all  that 

boat  for  Savannah,  and  whoro  any  one  of  our  idle 
armed  Tessels  might  easily  hare  intercepted  aut 

captured  thorn  all.  All  their  works  on  T  lilt  on 
Head  and  tho  a^jnoont  islands,  with  about  40 
gons,  most  of  them  wm  and  large,  irm  ottet^jr 
abandcmed;  and,  when  our  forces  took  poesee* 
sion,  80on  aflor,  of  Boaufortn  they  fonndbutOM 
white  jwrson  rcnuuaing,  and  he  drunk. 
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coast  remained  himself,  or  left  bis 
family  to  live  once  more,  under  the 
flag  of  the  Union.  Gen.  fcsherman  i.s- 
8ued  a  pleading,  beseecliing  proclama- 
tion to  induce  them  to  do  bo;  but 
none  who  oonld  read  would  receive  % 
copy  of  it|  and  it  ftU  a  dead  letter. 
Boon,  the  negroee  who  remained  on 
the  islands  under  our  control  were 
set  to  work  at  preparing  the  cotton 
for  market :  and,  thmicrh  asBiired  bv 
the  master  caste  tliat,  if  they  fell  into 
the  liandsof  the  Yankees,  they  would 
certainly  be  sent  to  Cuba  and  sold, 
thej  could  not  be  made  to  believe 
that  any  wone  fbrtone  than  they  had 
hitherto  experienced  was  inatore  ibr 
them ;  and  their  number  was  steadily 
augmented  by  emigrants  from  the 
mainland ;  especially  after  schools 
began  to  be  established  among  them. 

The  stcamBhi])  Thooflora  ran  out 
of  Charleston  harbor  during  the  night 
of  Oct.  12tli,  conveying  James  M. 
Hason,  of  Ya.,  Confbderate  Envoy  to 
Great  Britain,  and  John  Slidell,  of 
La.,  likewise  accredited  to  iVance. 
The  Theodora  duly  reached  Cardenas, 
Cuba;  whence  her  official  passengers 
repaired  to  Havana,  and,  on  the  7th 
of  Xoveniber,  left  that  I'ort,  in  the 
British  mail  steamer  Trent,  for  St, 
Thomas,  on  their  way  to  England. 
The  XT.  8.  steamship  San  Jacinto, 
Oapt  "Wilkes,  had  Ic^  Havana  on  the 
Sd,  and  was  watching  for  them  in  the 
Bahama  Channel,  240  miles  from 
Havana,  when,  at  11:10  a.  m.,  of  the 
8th,  he  sighted  the  Trent;  and,  after 
a  civil  request  to  heave  to  had  been 
declined  by  her,  a  shell  was  fired 
acro^  her  bow,  wliicli  brought  her  to 
reason.  Lieut.  Fuiiiax,  with  a  boat's 
crow,  immediately  boarded  her  in 


quest  of  the  Embassadors;  when 
Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell,  with  their 
Secretaries,  Eustis  and  Mc  far  land, 
were  compelled  to  change  their  ves- 
sel and  their  destination.  Their 
fieunilies  were  left  nndurtm'bed,  and 
no  effort  made  to  obtain  their  papers 
Bnt  the  EmbaaBadors  and  their  Secre- 
taries wwe  brought  to  the  United 
Stat^  and  confined,  by  order  of  the 
Government,  in  Fort  Wairen,  near 
Boston. 

Secretary-  Welles,  in  his  Annual 
Report  of  naval  jiroceedings  for  the 
year  ending  Bee.  2d,  1861,  thus  fully 
and  frankly  adopted  and  justified  the 
captmre: 

*'  The  prompt  Mid  decisive  oction  of  Capt. 
Wilkes  on  this  occasion  merited  and  received 
the  emphatic  approval  of  the  Department ; 
and,  if  a  too  generous  forbeiirancu  was  ex- 
hibited by  him  in  not  capturing  Uie  veesela 
which  had  these  Bebel  enemiea  on  board, 
it  may,  in  view  of  the  special  circunistanccs, 
and  of  its  patriotic  motives,  be  excused ;  but 
it  mnst  by  no  means  be  pennitted  to  eointti^ 
tnto  a  precedent  hereafter  for  the  treutiiient 
of  any  case  of  similar  infraction  of  neutral 
obligations  by  foreign  veasek  engaged  in 
oommeroe  or  the  eanjiag-tiade.** 

By  a  decided  minority  of  the  pnb- 
li  ist^  (>f  the  United  Stetee,  aa  well 
as  by  the  great  maea  of  our  people, 
this  seiznre  was  deemed  abundantly 
justified  by  the  doctrines  and  prac- 
tices of  (ireat  Britain,  but  cp]>ccially 
by  her  l<»ng  continued  and  never  dis- 
avowed habit  of  impressing  eeamen 
onr  merchant  reeaelfl^  on  tiie  aa^ 
Bunption  that  they  were  natiyea  of 
Great  Britain,  and  therefore  liable  at 
all  times  and  indefbadbly  to  be  re- 
manded into  her  service,  wherever 
found.  In  tlie  aide  and  carefully 
prepared  manifesto '  wliereby  George 
IV.,  then  Prince  Regent,  explained 
and  justiiied  the  conduct  of  his  Gov- 
ernment touching  the  matterain  oon- 


'  Dated  Wettimmakr  Jan.  Otb,  1813. 
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troyersy  between  it  and  our  own,  this 
dqeferine  is  set  forth  as  ibUows: 

"  The  Order  in  Ooonott  of  the  28d  of  Jnne 
being  officially  communicated  in  Ainericn, 
the  Government  of  the  United  Stiites  saw 
nothitig  in  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  which 
ahould,  of  itself,  restore  peao&  unless  Great 
Britain- were  prepared,  in  the  first  instance, 
Bubstantially  to  rt  limjnish  the  right  of  im- 
pression her  own  seamen,  when  found  on 
MMfd  American  manlMnt  ships.  *  *  * 

If  Anu-rica,  by  (KriiJUMlhiir  this  prelimi- 
nary conctjsfiioa,  inteuUs  to  denv  tlie  v;Uidity 
Of  that  right,  ht  that  denial  dreat  Britain 
cannot  acqniesce  ;  nor  will  slio  pivo  eotintc- 
nance  to  siu  h  a  pretension,  by  xiccediug  to 
its  suspension,  much  less  to  its  abandon- 
ment, a«  a  basis  on  which  to  treat.  *  ♦  * 
The  British  Government  lias  never  asserted 
any  exclusive  riglit,  as  to  tha  impressment 
4^  British  aeanen  from  American  ves-sels, 
which  it  was  not  prepared  to  acknowledge 
m  pertainitifr  equally  to  tho  Government  of 
the  United  States,  with  respect  to  Am4tican 
*  seamen  when  ttmoA  on  board  British  mer- 
oliant  ships.    ♦   *  • 

"His  Koyal  Highness  can  never  admit 
that,  in  tho  exercise  of  the  undoubted,  and, 
liitherto,  undisputtd,  ripht  of  soarohing  neu- 
tral vessels,  in  time  of  war,  the  impressment 
of  British  seamen,  when  foimd  ther^,  can 
be  deemed  any  violation  of  a  neutral  flag. 
Keither  can  he  admit  that  tiio  taking  such 
seamen  from  on  lioard  such  vessels  con  be 
considered,  by  any  neutral  State,  as  a  hostile 
measure,  or  a  justifiable  cause  of  war. 

*'  Tiiero  is  no  right  more  clearly  established 
than  the  right  which  a  sovereign  has  to  the 
aUegianoe  of  hia  subjects,  more  especially  in 
time  of  war.  Their  alkgiance  is  no  optional 
duty,  which  they  can  decline  at  pleasure. 
It  is  a  call  which  they  are  bound  to  obey. 
It  began  with  their  birth,  and  Qaa  OOly  ter- 
minate with  tiieir  existence." 

In  the  Queen's  Proclamation  of 
Keutrality  ])etween  the  I'liited  States 
and  the  (  \>ii federates,  (luted  May  13th, 
1861,  there  occuns  this  exj^ress  and 
proper  Inhibition : 

"  And  we  do  hereby  Airther  warn  all  our 
loving  subjects,  and  all  persons  whatsoever 
entitled  to  onr  protetttion,  that,  if  nnv  or 
them  shall  presume,  in  contempt  of  this 
Royal  T'rooljmiation,  and  of  our  high  dis- 
pleasure, to  do  any  acts  in  derogation  of 
their  du^  as  subjects  of  a  neutral  sovereign, 
ill  tlic  said  contest,  or  in  violation  or  con- 
travention of  the  law  of  nationa  in  ttiat  be- 
hilf-HH.  for  example  and  more  espedaily, 
hj  entering  into  the  mmtiiy  aervioe  of  aither 
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of  the  aaid  oontMidfaig  parties  m  «omBi» 
sioned  or  non-commissioned  officers  or  sol- 
diers; or  by  serving  as  othcers,  siiihirs,  or 
marines,  on  board  any  ship,  or  vessel  of  war, 
or  transport  of  or  in  the  service  of  either  of 
the  aiud  contending  parties;  or  by  serving 
as^  officers,  sailors,  or  marines,  on  boai^  any 
privateer  bearmg  letters  of  marque  of  or 
mmi  either  of  the  sud  contending  parties ; 
or  by  tTipairing  to  go,  or  going,  to  any  place 
beyond  tlie  seas  with  intent  to  enlist  or  en- 
gage in  any  aaoh  aervioe;  or  by  procuring, 
or  attempting  to  procure,  within  Her  Ma- 
jesty's dominions,  at  home  or  abroad,  others 
to  do  so ;  or  by  fitting  oot,  arming,  or  eq  nip- 
ping, any  sliip  or  vessel,  to  be  employed  as 
a  ship  of  war,  or  privateer,  or  transport,  by 
either  of  the  said  eontending  parties;  or  by 
breaking,  or  endcuvoring  rn  break,  any 
blockade  lawfully  and  actually  established 
by  or  on  behalf  of  either  of  the  said  con- 
tending parties;  or  btj  carrying  trffitteri,  ^oV 
A\qt%  di9patehe$,  arms,  military  stores  or 
materials,  or  any  article  or  articles  consid- 
ered  ond  deemed  to  be  contraband  of  war, 
•ooording  to  the  law  or  modem  usage  of 
nations,  for  the  use  or '  service  of  either  of 
the  said  contending  parties,  all  JM|S99f  ao 
offending  will  incur  and  be  liaW  to  the 
several  i»enalties  and  i)enal  consecjiiciices  by 
the  said  statute,  or  by  the  law  of  natiunS|  in 
that  behalf  imposed  or  denounced. 

"  And  we  do  hereby  deelaro  that  all  our 
subjects  and  persons  entitled  to  our  protec- 
tion, who  may  misconduct  tlieniselves  in  the 
premises,  will  do  so  at  their  peril  and  of 
their  own  wrong,  and  that  they  will  in  no- 
wise obtain  any  protection  ftmn  ns  against 
any  liabUi^  or  penal  conseqnences ;  but  will, 
on  the  contrary,  incur  our  high  displeasure 
by  soeh  miaoondnot." 

Now,  there  wjus  no  sliadow  of  doubt 
that  tlie  Trent  wutj  cunsciunslv,  will- 
inglj,  employed  in  carrying  very  im- 
portant officen  and  dispatches  for  tho 
Confederates;  renderiog  them  the 
greatest  possible  Bervice,  and  one 
which  conld  not  safely  be  ^ected  in 
vessels  beariiio-  tlieir  own  flai;.  It 
was  not  at  all  the  ease  of  dispatcliea 
carried  uneonsciout-ly,  innocently,  in 
the  public  niidls  of  mail  steamers; 
but  just  such  an  interference  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  one  and  the  advan- 
tage of  the  other  belligerent  aa  Brit* 
ish  Conrts  of  Admiralty  had  been 
eocostomed  to  condemn;  ferfeltfag 
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the  vessel  find  car^^o  of  the  offender. 
Great  Britain,  however,  would  not  sec 
it  in  this  light.  Oom.  Wilkes's  act 
was  an  ontrage^-an  insult — whidi 
must  be  promptly  atoned  for  at  the 
peril  of  war.  Snch  was  the  purport  of 
the  language  held  by  a  large  majority 
of  her  publicists  and  journals ;  and 
a  peremptory  demand  was  promptly 
made,  through  her  Em])assador,  Lord 
Lyons,  for  the  unconditional  surren- 
der of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  and 
their  secretarieo.  Eranee  seconded 
and  supported  the  req^nirement  of 
Great  Britain,  in  a  considerate  and 
courteous  disiiatch,  wherein  she  justly 
claimed  to  have  hitherto  uniformly 
a'^oorded  with  the  TTnited  States  in 
a  liberal  interpretation  and  generous 
assertion  of  the  rights  of  neutrals  in 
war.  This  demand  of  Great  Bri- 
tain— ^to  the  great  disappointment 
and  chagrin  of  the  Oonfederates,  who 
confidentlyexpeetedthat  war  between 


the  United  States  and  England  must 
speedily  and  certainly  ensue — was 
complied  with  by  our  Government — 
Gk>y.  Seward,  in  an  able  dispatch, 
basing  that  oomplianoe  more  imme- 
diately on  the  failure  of  Gapt  Wilkefi 
to  bring  the  Trent  into  port  for  ad- 
judication on  the  legality  of  his  act, 
whorehy  her  voyage  had  been  tem- 
porarily arrested  and  two  of  her 
passengers  forcibly  abstracted. 

And  thus,  at  the  close  of  the  year 
1861,  the  imminent  peril  of  war  witii 
that  European  Power  most  able  to 
injure  us^  because  of  her  immense 
naval  strength,  as  well  as  of  theproK- 
imity  of  her  American  possessions, 
was  wiselv  averted ;  thouirli  it  was 
bitterly  felt  that  her  demand  would 
at  least  have  been  more  courteously 
and  considerately  made  but  for  the 
gigantic  war  in  which  we  were  al- 
ready inextricably  invdved  by  the 
Slayeholders'  Bebellion.' 


XXXVII. 
KEKTUOKY. 


We  have  seen'  that  Kentucky  em- 
phatically, persistently,  repeatedly,  by 
overwhelming  popular  majorities,  re- 
fbsed — alike  before  and  after  the  for- 
mal inauguration  of  war  by  the  Con- 
federate attack  on  Fort  Sumter — to 
ally  herself  with  the  KebclHon,  or  to 
Btand  committed  to  any  scheme  look- 
ing  to  Disunion  in  whatever  contin- 
gency. Her  Democratic  Governor 
and  Legislature  of  1860-61,  with 
most  of  her  leading  Democratic,  and 
many  of  her  Whig,  politksians,  were, 
indeed,  more  or  less  cognisant  of  the 


Disunion  conspiracy,  and  were  more 
or  lesB  intimate  and  confidential  with 
its  masterepirits.  But  they  looked 
to  very  different  ends.  The  South- 
ron s  ])roper,  of  the  school  of  Oalhonn, 
Rhett,  Yancey,  and  Tiuffin,  regard- 
in:'  Disunion  as  a  chief  good  under 
any  and  all  circumstances,  made  ita 
achievement  the  great  object  of  their 
life-long  endeavor,  and  regarded  Sla- 
very in  the  territories,  fugitive  slaves 
and  their  recovery,compromiBe8,  John 
Brown  raids,  etc.,  only  as  conducive  to 
or  impeding  its  consummation;  whOe 
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KENTUCKY   FOR  TUB 

tiie  <9tate-Bight8'  aposOesof  the  Boi^ 
der-State  eehool  oontemplated  Seoefr* 
rion,and  evezTthingpertauung  there- 
to, primarily,  as  means  of  perfectin|y 
and  ]X)rpetiiating  the  slaveliolding 
ascendency  in  tlie  Union  as  it  was. 
Hence,  we  have  seen  (tov.  Magoffin* 
protest  against  the  secession  of  South 
Carolina  and  the  Cotton  States,  not 
aa  a  treasonable  repadiatioai  of  their 
oonstitntional  datles,  htt  ae  a  chi- 
merical futility,  and  as  a  bebrayal  of 
tbe  elaveholding  Border  States  into 
die  power  of  the  *  Black  Eopublicans.' 

Kentucky,  as  wo  have  shown,*  nine 
weeks  after  the  rcduc'ti(m  of  Fort 
Sumter,  gave  an  aggregate  of  92,8 '>5 
votes  fur  Union  to  30,995  for  Seces- 
flkni  eandldateti  In  dhoosing,  at  a  spe- 
cial election,  her  lepreBentatiTes  in 
the  XXXVn^  Oongraas,  while,  as 
yet,  no  Federal  soldier  stood  armed 
on  her  soil,  and  while  her  L^islature, 
Governor,  and  most  of  Ins  associate 
State  oliicers,  were  the  Democratic 
compatriots  of  Breckinridge,  Burnett, 
and  Buckner.  Only  a  single  district 
elected  a  Seoessioniat,  by  four-sev- 
enths of  its  total  vote ;  an^  he  it|  old 
member,  who  had  hitherto  lecebed 
ikr  laiger  majorities,  running  as  a 

•8e«  pp.  S40-41.         " P.  49S. 

^«  PoUard,  In  his  "SoaChern  HisKny,"  my  ad- 

Boitti,  while  }ie  denoum«a  and  deplores,  the  hos- 
tility of  Kentucky  to  the  Rebel  cause — saying: 
•'  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  for  a  moment  that, 
while  the  position  of  Kentucky,  like  that  of  Ma- 
ryland, was  one  of  reproach,  it  is  to  mar  tho 
<a«dit  duo  to  titat  portion  of  the  people  of  each, 
who,  in  the  face  of  instant  difficulties,  and  at  tho 
expcnso  of  extraordinary  pacriflces,  repudiated 
the  decision  of  their  Slates  to  remain  imdcr  tho 
Federal  Government,  and  expatriated  them- 
wNiM  that  they  might  espouse  the  cause  of  lib- 
erty iu  the  South.  Tho  honor  due  such  men 
is,  in  fact,  increased  by  the  oonstderation  that 
their  St.ite^t  remained  in  the  Union,  and  com- 
pelled tliL-m  to  fly  tiieir  homes,  that  liiey  might 
certify  titcir  devotion  to  the  South  and  her  cause 
of  iadejicndence.  Still,  tho  justice  of  history 
must  bo  maintained.  Tlio  demon strations  of 
j^nqpidij  with  th«  South  on  tha  part  of  tfaa 
39 
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Democrat,  in  a  district  where  the 
Democratic  party  had,  unce 
uniformly  t^ommanded  overwhelm- 
ing majorities.  That  district,  at  the"* 
western  extremity  of  the  State,  hem- 
med in  Ix^twecn  West  Tenncppce, 
Southern  Missouri,  iind  that  portion 
of  Illinois  widely  known  as  'Egypt,' 
and  traversed  by  the  great  Southern 
riven  TameBsee  and  Cumherknd, 
had,  in  fiurt^  fbr  moro  than  a  quarter 
of  a  centQxy,  been  alien  teom  Ken- 
tucky in  character  and  Bympathiee, 
as  it  T)roved  itself  in  this  case.  The 
residue  of  the  State  elected  only 
Unionists  to  Congress,  hy  a  ])opular 
majority  of  almost  three  to  one. 

lliis  majority  was  very  nearly 
maintained  at  her  regular  State  deo^ 
tion  (August  5th),  when — ^Magoffin 
heing  still  Governor,  Buckner  com;- 
mander  of  tlie  State  Guard,  and -the 
local  offices  mainly  held  hy  *8tate- 
Kights'  Democrats,  with  the  recent 
Union  rout  and  disaster  at  Bull  Kun 
tending  still  further  to  unnia>k  and 
develop  all  the  latent  treason  in  the 
State — a  new  L^slatnre  was  cho- 
Ben,  wherein  CTmonism  of  a  very  de- 
cided type  predominated  in  the  pro- 
portion of  neariy  three  to  one.* 

States  raAmd  to— Uarjrland  and  Kentucky— 
constdarod  either  in  proportion  to  ulut  n-as 
offered  tha  Lincoln  Governmcut  by  tiicf c  hftatce, 
or  with  wepoct  to  tlie  numbers  of  their  )>opula- 
tion,  wara  sparing  and  ezoe|>tional ;  and  although 
these  demonstratiottB  on  the  part  of  Kentuclcy, 
from  tho  great  and  brilliant  ncriies  n.-sociated 
with  them,  were  perhaps  even  more  honorable 
and  mora  useftil  tlmn  tlio  exmnples  oT  Soothe 
em  spirit  oflbred  by  Maryland,  it  ia  nnques> 
tionably  though  poinftallr  tn9y  that  tho  gntA 
Ixuly  of  the  j>oeple  of  Kentueky  were  l!;e  ;ictivo 
aUies  of  Lhieulu,  and  tiie  uniuitural  enemiea  of 
those  united  to  them  by  Unaase,  hhwd,  and  ooa^ 
mon  institutieii?." 

Tliose  wlio  luvo  aud  honor  tlio  name  of  Ilcury 
Clay  wUl  thank  tha  Mthop  of  tha  "Boutham 
History"  fir  the  foliowitifj  undesigned  but  richly 
merited  liomage  to  tho  character  uid  influcnoa 
of  iliat  groat  loan: 

It  ia  oertainfy  daftetiTa  kgifl^  «r.  at  bail^  «£ 
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A  deterniined  Union  Legislature 
having  tliuH  been  elected  but  not  yet 
assembled,  (iuv.  ^lagofiin,  leeling  that 
luB  time  was  bhort,  and  that  au^'  fur- 
ther miBcMef  to  tlie  Union  canBo  at 
bis  bancU  must  be  done  quickly,  ad- 
droBsed  to  the  PlreBident  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  by  the  hands  of  two 
<  OomnuBBionen)'  the  following  cool 
epistle: 

« 

*'OoiaioinrBAi.Tn  of  Ebntuokt, 
"EzaooTiTB  Dbpabtmb!(t,  Fbavkfobt, 

"Aupriist  19.  If^fil. 
"To  Uis  Ezoelleney,  Abbauam  Lincoln, 

"  Pruideni  ef  the  United  Statet: 

"Sin:  From  tlio  comnicncctnont  of  tlio 
tinhappy  hostilities  now  pending  in  this 
oooDtry,  the  people  of  Kentucky  htTe  indi- 
cated an  earnest  desire  and  purpose,  as  far 
as  lay  in  their  power,  while  nmintuining 
their  original  political  status,  to  do  nothing 
fcj  which  to  involve  themaelTee  ia  the  war. 
tfp  to  this  time,  they  have  mieeeecled  in  se- 
floring  to  tlicinsc'lves  and  to  the  State,  peaco 
and  traoqaiUit/  as  the  fruits  of  the  policj 
tiiej  adopted.  My  single  object  now  ie  to 
j)roinntc  the  continiiance  of  tbeeo  bleninga 
to  the  people  of  tliis  State. 

"Until  within  a  brief  period,  the  people 
of  KiMitMcky  were  (luict  and  tranquil,  free 
from  dunjcstic  strife,  and  undisturbed  by  in- 
ternal commotion.  They  have  resitted  no 
law,  rcbellcHi  against  no  nutliority,  engaged 
in  no  revolution ;  but  constantly  proclaitned 
thdr  firm  determination  to  pursue  their 
peaceftil  avocations,  earnestly  hoping  that 
their  own  soil  would  bo  spared  the  presence 
of  aniu  d  troops,  jind  tlmt  the  scene  of  con- 
flict would  he  kept  removed  l>eyond  the  bor- 
der of  their  State.  By  thtia  avoiding  all 
occasions  for  the  introduction  of  bodies  of 
armed  soldiers,  and  offering  no  provocation 
livr  the  presence  of  military  foroe,  the  people 
of  Kentucky  have  sincerely  striven  to  pre- 
serve in  their  State  domestic  peace,  and 
avert  tiie  calaroiUes  of  aangnlnary  angage- 
mentfl. 

"  Recently,  a  large  bodv  of  soldiers  have 
been  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Anny,  and 
collected  ia  militaiy  oampe  in  the  oentral 


inadequate  explanation,  which  ntlribiitcs  tlio  sub- 
serviency of  a  large  portion  of  Uie  people  of  Ken- 
tacicy  to  the  views  of  die  Lineola  Goverament 
to  the  per&dy  of  a  party  or  the  adroitness  of  its 
management.  However  poworftd  may  bo  tlio 
machinery  of  party,  it  certainly  has  not  llie  power 
of  belying  public  sentiment  for  any  considerable 
li^lhortiBi.  llta  penirtnit  adheiiaB  of  a 


portion  of  Kontncky.  This  movement  was 
preceded  by  the  active  organization  of  com- 
panies, re;^irrients  etc.,  consisting  of  men 
sworn  into  the  United  States  service,  under 
officers  holding  commissions  fh>m  yonrself. 
Ordnanr'o,  arms.  iminitiorK.  a'ul  sniiplies  of 
war,  are  being  transported  into  the  State,  and 
p]acc<l  in  large  quantities  in  these campa.  In 
a  word,  an  anny  is  now  being  organized  .and 
quartered  within  the  State,  supplied  with  all 
tne  appliances  of  war,  without  the  consent 
or  advice  of  iho  nntli  >ritie'^  of  the  State,  and 
without  einisultation  with  those  most  j»ro;ni- 
nently  known  and  reoognised  as  loyal  citi- 
zena  This  movement  now  imperils  that 
peace  and  tranqnillity  vrhicli,  from  the  be- 
ginning of  our  present  diflUcnUies,  have  been 
the  paramount  desire  of  this  people^  and 
which,  up  to  this  time,  they  have  soennd  to 

the  State. 

"  Witllin  Kentucky,  there  has  been,  and 
is  likely  to  ba^  no  ooea»ion  fbr  the  preaoaoe 
of  military  fbrco.  The  peop!e  .ire  quiet  and 
tranijuil,  feeling  no  apprehension  of  any  oc- 
casion arising  to  invoke  protection  from  the 
Federal  arm.  They  have  nskt'd  that  their 
territory  bo  left  free  fnjni  inilitnry  ocrnpa- 
tioa,  and  the  i>rcs«nt  tranquillity  of  thdr 
communications  left  nninvaded  l)y  s-.ddiers. 
They  do  not  desire  tliat.  Kentucky  shall  bo 
required  to  supply  tlio  k-ittle  field  for  the 
coutendiog  armies,  or  become  the  theater  of 
the  war. 

"Now,  therefore,  as  Governor  of  tho 
State  of  Kentucky,  and  in  tho  name  of 
the  people  I  have  the  honor  to  represent, 
and  with  the  single  and  earn  st  desiro  to 
avert  from  their  peaceful  honit-s  tho  horrors 
of  war,  I  urge  the  removal  from  die  llmita 
of  Kentucky  of  the  military  force  now  or- 
ganized and  in  camp  within  the  State.  If 
such  action  as  is  hereby  urged  be  pnmpQj 
taken,  1  tinnly  belis'vo  tho  i>eaoe  of  tho  peo- 
ple of  Kentucky  will  be  iirescrvcd,  and  the 
horrors  of  a  bloody  war  will  be  averted  from 
a  people  now  peaceful  and  tranquil. 

'*B.  MaooFFiH.** 

The  PreBulenty  declining  to  xeoeive 
Magoffin's  CommiBsionen  otherwise 
than  as  private  citizen^;,  returned  this 
terse  and  pungent  repl/  to  their  mas- 
ters request : 

largo  portion  of  llic  Kentucky  people  t  )  tho 
Northern  cause  must  be  attributed  to  permanent 
causes;  and  anon?  those  were,  fireti,  an  essential 
unsoundness  m  the  Slavery  question,  under  the 
influences  of  tho  peculiar  philosophy  of  Henry 
Clay,  who,  like  every  preat  man,  left  an  impress 
upon  his  State,  which  it  remained  for  future  even 
noia  than  oonlempoiaiy  geaentiau  to  attsst.*' 
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WAsnrxoTox,  D.  C,  Aug.  24»  1861. 
"To  liis  Excellency,  B.  Maooffi:?, 

*•  Oorfrnor  of  the  State  of  Kentuckij : 
♦*Sin:  Your  letter  of  the  19th  inst.,  in 
which  yoQ  '  argo  the  removal  from  the  lim- 
its of  Kentucky  of  the  railitorr  form  now 
orgunizcd  and  in  oamp  within  that  State^*  is 
ncQivcil. 

'*!  may  not  possan  flill  and  precisely  ac- 
curate knouk'd^'O  upon  thin  ssibject;  but  I 
l>eiieve  it  is  true  that  there  i$  a  inilitury 
force  in  camp  within  Kentccliy,  acting  by 

authority  of  the  rnitetl  Stnti  !?;  which  force 
is  not  very  large,  and  is  not  now  being  aug- 
mented. 

"I  also  believe  that  some  arms  liave  been 
fomiahed  to  this  forro  by  tho  UiiitoJ  States. 

*'I  also  l)elievo  tli  >l  ili  >  fnn  o  consists  ex- 
elusivel  r  of  Kentuckion^  having  their  camp 
in  the  immediatevicinit/of  their  own  homes, 
and  not  asaailing  or  menodog  any  of  the 
good  people  of  Kentockj. 

In  all  I  have  done  in  the  premises,  I 
have  acted  upon  the  urpent  solicitation  of 
many  Kentuokions,  and  in  accordance  with 
what  I  believed,  and  atill  beliave,  to  be  the 
wish  of  a  ra(0<)'^^y  ^  *U  ^  Unioa-loving 
people  of  Kentucky. 

**  while  I  iiave  oooretMd  on  the  Hubjoct 
witli  innny  eminent  men  of  Kentucky,  in- 
cluding a  large  majority  of  her  members  of 
Oongreaa,  I  do  not  remember  that  any  one 
of  them,  or  any  other  ])crson,  except  your 
Excellency  and  the  bearcrd  of  your  Excel- 
lency's letter,  has  urged  me  to  remove  the 
military  force  from  Kentucky  or  to  disband 
it.  One  other  very  worthy  citizen  of  Ken- 
tucky ilid  solicit  mo  to  have  the  augmenting 
of  the  force  soepended  for  a  time. 

**T^ng  all  the  means  within  ny  reach 
to  form  a  jud>,'ment,  I  do  not  believe  it  is  tVie 
popular  wish  of  Kentucky  that  the  force 
diail  be  removed  bejond  her  Umita;  and, 
witli  t!iis  impression, I mnatreapeetftiily  de- 
cline to  remove  it.  * 

"  I  most  cordially  sympathize  with  your 
Excellency  in  the  wisli  to  preserve  the  peace 
of  my  own  native  State,  Kentucky  ;  but  it  u 
iHth  regret  I  search  for  and  cannot  find,  in 
your  nf)t  very  short  letter,  any  declaration  or 
intimation  Uiat  you  entertain  any  desire  for 
lilA  preicnralion  of  the  I^'ederal  Union. 

**  Amabam  LufOOMI." 

Tlic  LegiaUtore  eoiiTeiied  Beptem- 

bcr  3d,  but  was  not  fully  orgjiiiizcfl 
till  the  5th,  when  Magoffin  Bubm it- 
ted  a  Message  based  on  the  a.ssutiip- 
tion  of  Kentucky's  proper  and  ]>er- 
fect  neutrality  between  the  belliger- 
ents North  and  South  of  her;  com- 
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plaining  tihat  she  had  woSSmA  in  ber 
commerce  and  pnqiertjfroBi  iUe  acta 

of  either;  but  more  especially  that  ft 
Federal  force  had  recently  been  or- 
ganized and  encamped  in  tlie  lioart 
of  that  State  without  the  pcrmi^isiou 
of  her  lawful  autliorities  —  {Beriah 
Magofiin,  to  wit ;)  whereupon  he  pro- 
posed to  flo  amend  an  aet  of  the  lata 
Legislatore  as  to  enable  the  HiUtaiy 
Board  to  borrow  money  for  the  piuv 
chase  of  arms  and  mnnitkms  for  the 
defense  of  the  State,  etc.,  etc.  He 
desired  the  Legislature  authorita- 
tively to  request  all  Military  organi- 
zations within  the  State,  not  under 
her  authority,  to  be  disbanded  forth- 
with ;  and  complained  of  the  intro- 
duction of  anna  b  j  the  Federal  GKir- 
emment  and  their  distribution  among 
private  citizens,  which — considering 
that  the  incipient  Kebels  obtained  a 
large  proportion  thoroof,  and  in  duo 
time  carried  them  otf  to  the  camps  of 
tlie  Secession  forces — was  uiirea-oiiar 
ble.  On  the  main  question  at  issue, 
he  said : 

"Kentucky  has  meant  to  await  the  ex- 
hausting of  all  civil  remedies  before  she  will 
reoonaidor  the  qoeatton  of  assuming  new  ez» 
tertial  relations;  but  I  have  never  nnder> 

stood  fliat  llu-y  will  tuiiicly  Hiilmiit  uncon- 
ditionally to  tlie  agaressions  of  the  North; 
that  they  renonneetneir  ftympathy  with  the 
people  of  lior  af:;irievc(l  sister  t^tates ;  nor 
that  they  will  approve  of  a  war  to  tiul^ugate 
the  Sontii.  Btill  ean  I  not  oonatme  any  of 
their  votes  an  ineaniii}?  tliat  ilu-y  will  prose- 
cute  a  coGrcivo  war  against  their  Southern 
brethren.  They  meant  only  that  they  have 
still  some  ho[)o  of  the  restoration  and  per- 
petuation of  the  Union;  and,  until  that  hope 
is  blasted,  they  will  not  alter  their  existing 
relations.  Their  final  dooinon  will  be  law 
to  mo;  and  I  will  execute  every  constitu- 
tiotial  act  of  their  representatives  as  vigi- 
lantly and  fitithfully  as  though  it  originated 
with  myself." 

These  few  words  elicited  no  sympa- 
thetic response  from  the  Legislature, 
fresh  from  the  people,  andimbucd  with 
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ihdr  sentiments.  On  the  contrary, 
•  the  House,  six  days  thereafter,  re- 
Bolvcd  —  71  to  26— that  tlie  Governor 
be  directed  to  order  by  j)r()cl:iination 
the  Confederate  troops  encamped  on 
the  8oiI  of  that  State  to  decam\>  im- 
mediately. An  attempt  so  to  amend 
the  resolution  as  to  reqnire  aU  Union 
as  well  as  Bisonion  forces  to  quit  the 
State,  was  decidedly  voted  down  ;  and 
the  two  Houses  united  in  passing,  by 
overwhelming  votes,  the  tbllowing: 

**  Rfsohfl,  Thit  Kentncky's  pcaco  n  nl 
nenfrality  have  been  wantonly  violated,  her 
•oil  !iud  l)ccn  invaded,  and  the  rights  of  her 
oitize'is  have  been  groaslv  iiifringeid,  br  the 
ao-oatlod  Southern  Oonfoderate  forces.  This 
has  be  -n  done  without  cauw:  therefore, 

*'Zf«  it  rmicffi  hy  the  Genernl  AxucmhJ'j 
vtihe  Oommonwealtk  qf  Kmtueky^  lhattlio 
Goyemor  bo  retiiiusted  to  call  oat  the  niiti- 
tiv  y  for(  0  of  the  State  to  exgel  snd  drivoont 
the  invader:). 

Rofohed.  That  the  United  Srates  be  In- 
voiced to  give  that  aid  and  nssistunro,  that 
proteotiou  ajrainst  inva-ion,  wliich  is  pu;ir- 
ant -ed  to  each  one  of  the  States  by  the  4th 
sc'-tidM  of  the  4tli  nrticlo  of  the  Cooatitution 
of  thu  UiiiU'tl  States. 

**Jtenoleed,  That  Qeo.  Bobcrt  Anderson 
be,  and  he  is  liereby,  requested  to  outer  im- 
mediately upon  the  active  discharge  of  liis 
duties  in  this  military  district. 

&6>mlted,  1  bat  we  appeal  to  the  people 
ef  Kentucky,  by  the  ttea  of  patriotiatn  and 
honor,  by  the  ties  of  common  inti-rest  and 
oooimoa  defense,  bj  the  remembrances  of 
the  past,  aud  bj  the  hopes  of  (htiire  National 
existence,  to  assi<)t  in  expelling  and  driving 
out  the  wanton  inrodera  of  our  peace  and 
•entralitjr,  the  lawleaa  invaders  or  oar  soil" 

These  resolves  were  adopted — iu 

•Gov  MagofUn  commtmicatod  to  iho  T>pg"H!n- 
tare,  Sept  9ib,  a  mosfuige  to  him  from  the  four 
Cooimtssioiiers  of  the  Oovemorof  Tennesnee,  in 

explanation  of  the  reason  why  the  GonfeJerates 
had  nut  been  withdrawn  from  Kentucky,  firom 
which  tho  following  is  an  extract: 

"The  iindersisnod  yesterday  received  a  verbal 
m  ns,ige^  Ihrouglia  messenjrer,  from  Gov.  Hnrris. 
The  message  was,  that  Gov.  Harris  had,  by  tole- 

Srjphlc  dlspitch,  roqnonitod  Gon.  Polk  to  with- 
r.iw  l!»o  I  oiifoderate  troops  lro!n  Kentucky,  and 
tliat  Gen.  PolK  had  declined  to  do  so;  that  Got. 
Banris  thou  tdegrapbod  to  Sootetary  Walker,  at 
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the  Ilon^^c  by  C3  to  36,  and  in  the 

Senate  by  26  to  8. 

l^fai^othn  promptly  vetoed  them. 
The  Lep^ishitiire  as  proinjitly  passed 
them  over  his  veto  bv  overwliehiiinj; 
majorities.  Gen.  Grant,  commanding 
at  Cairo,  had  already  telegraphed  to 
theLegislatiirey  Sept.  5th,  that  West- 
ern Kentucky  had  been  invaded 
by  a  large  Kebel  force,  who  were  then 
holding  aud  fortifying  strong  posi- 
tions on  tho  cast  bank  of  tlie  Missis- 
sij)])!  at  Hickman  and  Chalk  Bluffs.' 
The  Legislature  referred  this  disjtuteh 
to  a  Special  Committee,  which  tele- 
graphed therenpon  to  Got.  Harris,  of 
Tennessee,  who  thns  responded : 

"TheOonfederate  troops  that  landed  at 

ITi<  kni,iii  last  niirht  did  sn  witlmnt  toy 
knowledge  or  consent ;  and.  1  am  runtident| 
also  without  the  consent  of  the  PreiMent. 
1  liave  tc'k-iirapluHl  rrcHKU-nt  I>avis,  request- 
iuy  their  iinuiediato  withdrawal."  * 

Gen.  Grant  did  Dot  see  fit  to  de< 

peiid  on  the  fair  promises  of  Gov, 
Harris,  nor  the  lunenity  of  Gen. 
Bishop  Leoiiidas  Polk,  nor  yet  of 
President  Davis,  ibr  the  safety  of  his 
deparbnent,  bnt  occupied,  next  morn- 
ing, Paducih,  on  the  south  bank  of 
the  Ohio,  near  the  month  of  the  Ten- 
nesfiee,  with  two  regiments  aud  a  bat- 
tery, finding  Rebel  flags  flying  over 
many  of  the  biiildings  in  that  littlo 
city,  iu  anticipation  of  the  ppec<ly  aj>-' 
pearance  of  a  Coufcdcrate  force,  ro- 

Rlchmond,  rnqur'<5tiiip  t!ist  <  !on.  Polk  be  ordororl 
to  withdraw  liis  trcxips  friTii  Kentucky;  aiiilthat 
sucli  ordtv  was  i<-;nrsi  tVinn  tho  War  lH';':irtn,(Mit 
of  the  Confederacy;  Uiat  Gen.  Polk  replied  to 
the  War  Depertmetit  that  the  retention  of  the 
fwwt  w.is  a  military  nec<'8sity,  on<i  that  the  re- 
ii;  iiijj  from  it  would  bo  attended  by  tlie  loss  of 
many  lives.  Thia  embraces  the  message  re- 
ceived. 

"The  messenger,  it  is  tmeiin  cotiTersatton, 

said  that  In-  hn'!  hoard  in  Nashville  that  .*^ecre- 
tary  Walkt  r  had  ,«ciit  a  dispatdi  to  Gen.  Buck- 
ncr.  giviir,'  (ifti  Polk  a  discretion  to  hold  to  or 
withraw  from  the  occupation  of  tho  postinXeBf 
tocky.»» 
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ported  3,800  strong,  and  but  sixteen 
miles  distant.    He  found  there  large 

quantities  of  prepared  rations  and  of 
leather  for  the  expected  liebel  army, 
and  put  tlieni  to  abetter  use.  In  his 
proclamation,  tliereupou  idsued,  ho 
said : 

I  hare  come  among  joa  not  as  an  enemy, 
bnt  as  your  fe)low-eitiaeit;  not  to  maltreat 

or  annoy  you,  but  to  respect  and  enforce  tlio 
rights  of  all  loyal  citizens.  An  enemy,  in 
rebellion  agldost  car  common  Government, 
lias  taken  possession  of  and  planted  his  j^una 
on  the  soil  of  Kentucky,  and  fired  u|)on  yon. 
Cotumbos  and  Hkkman  are  in  h'la  hands, 
lie  irt  moving  upon  your  city.  I  oni  here  to 
defend  you  af^ainst  this  enemy ;  to  assist  tiie 
antlioritv  nnd  sovereignty  of  your  Govern- 
ment. I  have  nothing  to  do  with  opinions, 
and  sliall  deal  only  with  armed  Rebellion 
and  its  aiders  and  abettors.  Yn  i  c:\n  pur- 
•ne  your  usoal  avocations  w  itliout  fear.  The 
■trong  arm  of  the  GoTemment  Is  here,  to 
protect  its  friends  and  punish  its  ciioinii-s. 
Whenever  it  is  manifest  that  you  are  able  to 
defend  yonrseWeB,  maintain  the  anthority  of 
the  (iovorniiiLiit,  and  jirotect  the  rights  of 
loyal  citizeu-s  1  slmll  withdraw  the  forces 
under  my  command.  U.  S.  Gbant, 
"Brig.  General  Commanding." 

Bkhop  Polk  had  not  then  occupied 
Oolnmbtts,  a8  Gen.  Grant  sopposed ; 
but  be  did  so  next  dty,  with  a  force 

of  ten  regiments,  si.K  batteries,  and 
tbree  battalions  of  cavalry.  Of  course, 
the  promise  of  fiov.  Harris  that  lie 
should  be  withdrawn  was  not  fiiUilled, 
and  the  fact  that  Grant  had  now 

'Zollicofler  tcl^p^hed,  Sept.  litiki'tO  Ma- 
foQin  as  fullows:  ^ 

"Tlio  safety  of  Tennessee  requiring,  I  occupy 
the  mountain  jmsses  at  Ciiinberlancl.  and  tlio 
throe  luni;  mountains  in  Kentucky.  For  weeks, 
I  liuve  known  U>al  the  Federal  commander  at 
Uoskins's  Cros^- Roads  was  threatening  the  in- 
Tsslon  of  Kast  Tennessee,  and  ruthlessly  urpring 
our  peopl'*  to  (liT-lroy  our  own  road  ;.riii  bridi^es. 
I  poa^>oned  this  precautionary  moveiiu-nt  until 
the  despotic  (SorenimeDt  at  WusliinKton.  refns- 
ing  to  leoognise  the  noutnlity  of  Kentucky,  had 
established  Ibrmidablo  canips  in  the  comer  and 
other  parts  of  tho  State,  wiUi  tlio  vi .w.  Hi  t.  (o 
subjugate  your  ^'allaut  State,  and  then  ourselves. 
Tennessee  feels,  and  luu  ever  felt,  toward  Ken- 
tneky  as  a  t\vin-!tistpr ;  tlieir  people  are  as  one 
jKx>^  in  kiadrud,  sympatliy,  valor,  and  patriot- 


IN    KENTUCKY.  Qi^ 

crossed  the  Ohio  was  made  an  ezeoM 
for  this  inva.sion.  In  other  words:  ^ 
the  jieople  of  Kentucky,  throngh 
their  then  freshly  clioeen  Legi.-hif  iii  e, 
havini;  decided  to  remain  in  and  l)0 
loyal  to  the  Union,  the  Confederates 
regarded  this  as  justiiying  them  in 
seizing  any  portion  of  that  State  of 
which  they  ehonld  deem  the  oocn- 
pancy  advantageotis  to  their  cause; 
and,  in  fact.  Gen.  ZoUicoffer,*  com- 
manding their  forces  in  East  Tennes- 
see, had  already  oeeui)ied  C'mnber- 
land  Gap,  and  advanced  tlirough  that 
l)a.s.^  into  Kentucky,  at  least  so  early 
as  the  5th;  though  no  pretense  of 
Federal  invaaion,  acoompliahed  or 
meditated,  was,  in  that  quarter,  justi- 
fied. Bat  East  Tenneaaee  Was  earn- 
estly and  unchangeably  Ibjal  to  tha 
Union — had  so  voted  by  more  than 
two  to  one  at  the  recent  State  Elec- 
tion ;  and  it  had  beeonie  nece.^sary 
to  Burrotind  her  with  Uonfcderate 
camps,  and  cut  her  oli"  from  all  com- 
mnnication  with  the  loyal  States,  to 
prevent  a  general  uprising  of  her  ^ 
hardy  moantaineers  in  defense  of  the  1^ 
cause  they  loved. 

Gen.  Kohert  Anderson  assumed 
command,  at  Louisville,  of  the  De- 
partment of  Kentucky,  Sept.  20th ; 
and  the  organization  of  Union  volim- 


ism.  VTc  linvu  fult,  n>id  still  feel,  a  religious 
re.Hjjecl  fur  Kentucky'H  neutrality.  We  will  ro- 
spe<'t  it  as  long  as  our  safety  will  permit  If  the 
federal  force  will  now  irithdrmw  ftom  their 
neoedng  podtkm.  the  fime  under  nf  oonuMnd 
■ball  Immedlatsfy  be  wMidrawa.'* 

"Tho  despotic  Oovornment  .nt  TTaKhington" 
could  liardly,  with  reason,  bo  blamed  for  roAisiof 
to  recognize  the  neutrality  of  Kentucky,  whea 
Kentucky  herself  did  that  very  thing  with  a  de* 
cision  and  emphasis  quite  cqunl  to  thoi'C  evinced 
in  President  LincoUi's  reply  to  Magoffin.  Zolli- 
co<fer*s  "reUgious  rsspeet,"  therefbre,  wae  petA 
to  potnothing  exceedingly  convenient  to  his 
cauHc,  but  whidi,  if  U  ever  bad  been,  no  longer 
existed. 
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teers  was  thenceforth  actively  pn> 
moted.  On  the  25th,  a  bill  ciiUing 
,out  40,000  Tolimteers  for  the  defense 
of  the  Stote  and  Union  paased  the 
House  hj  a  vote  of  67  to  18;  the 
Senate  ooncnning  by  a  vote  of  21  to 
5.  On  tliat  day,  the  Senate,  by  10 
to  10,  passed  a  bill  providing  that 
any  and  every  Kentuckian  who  shall 
have  voluntarily  joined  the  Twebel 
force  invading  the  State,  kIiuU  be  in- 
capable of  inheriting  any  property  in 
Kentucky,  unless  be  Bhall  return  to 
biaallegianoe  within  fiiztydays ;  and, 
on  the  next  day,  the  Hooae  Judiciary 
Committee,  having  reported  that,  in 
its  judgment,  Congress  had  not  tran- 
scended its  powers  in  imposing  taxes 
for  tlie  ])re>.ervation  of  the  irnioii, 
was  discharged  from  furtlicr  consider- 
ation of  the  subject  by  a  vote  of  C7 
to  13;  and  the  Senate  concurred 
without  a  division. 

On  the  16th,  Zonicofo  adnmoed 
to  Barbonnville,  Ky.,  capturing  the 
camp  of  a  regiment  of  Kentucky 
Unionists,  who  fled  at  his  approach. 

The  changed  attitude  and  deter- 
mined purpose  of  Kentucky  encour- 
aged the  Federal  Government  to 
take  some  decided  steps  in  defense 
•f  its  own  ezistenoe.  Ex-Qor.  Mare- 
head,*  a  most  inveterate  traitw,  was 
arreted  at  his  residence  near  Louis- 
ville, and  taken  thence  to  Fort  La- 
fityette,  in  New  York  harbor,  where- 
in he  was  long  confined,  and  whence 
he  should  not  have  been  released. 
"Warned  by  this  blow,  ex-Vice-Presi- 
dent  John  C.  Breckinridge,  Hon. 
Wm.  Preston,  late  Minister  to  Spain, 

*  Chaiiefl  S.  Morohood,  fomierlj  a  Whig  rep- 
remitaliTe  fai  Congress  from  the  Lexington  dis- 
trict, aftenrard  *  American'  Goremor  of  the  State 
trom  lf<ri5  to  ISTiO,  was  ori^^nallv  a  Unionist  of 
the  Henry  Claj  school;  but,  having  bot-omo 
iMfify  intHwtod  ia  ■!«?••  and  ootton-growing 


Thomas  B.  Monroe,  sr.,  U.  S.  Dis- 
trict Judge,  Thomas  13.  Monroe,  jr., 
Secretary  of  State,  Col.  llnniplircy 
Marshall,  late  'American*  member  of 
Congress,  Col  George  W.  Johnson, 
Capt  John  Morgan,  and  seTcral 
other  prominnit  traitors,  escaped 
alxiut  thii  time  to  the  Kebel  campB 
in  Southern  Kentucky,  and  passed 
thence  into  Tennessee  or  Virginia, 
where  they  openly  gave  in  their  ad- 
hesion to  the  Southern  Confederacy. 
Judge  Monroe  formally  renounced 
Ids  office  and  his  altegianoe,  and  was 
adopted  a  citizen  of  Ste  Confederacj' 
in  open  court  at  ]S'ash\'ille,  OctobOT 
od.  Breckinridge  and  Humphrey 
Marshall  were  promptly  made  Con- 
federate Brigad  icT  Generals, 

Zollicotler,  (»n  enterinfj  Kentucky, 
issued  an  order  protnising  tliat  no 
citizen  of  that  State  shouhl  be  mo- 
lested in  person  or  property  unless 
found  in  arms  for  the  Union,  or 
Bomeliow  giving  aid  and  comfort  to 
the  National  cause.  Of  course,  tliis 
did  not  save  active  Unionists  fiom 
seizure,  abuse,  and  confinement,  nor 
the  pigs,  fowls,  cattle,  etc.,  whether 
of  Unionists  or  Confederates,  from 
wholesale  confiscation  by  his  loosely 
organized  and  undisciplined  banditti, 
who  swept  over  the  poor  and  thinly 
settled  monntainons  rsgion  wherein 
the  Cumberland  and  Kentn<&y  riv- 
ers have  their  sources,  devouring  and 
destrovini;  idl  before  them. 

Mr.  Breckinridge,  on  linding  him- 
self safely  witliin  the  Confedcrato 
lines,  issued  an  elaborate  and  bitter 
Address,  announcing  his  resignation 

in  Mississippi,  was  now  and  eTcrmore  a  devotoe 
of  iiio  Slave  Power— hence  a  Disunionist  He 
bore  iin  acttre  and  baleM  part  hi  the  Feaoa  Oon- 

forrnf^f^  of  Fobruary,  l*?!".!  ;  and  was  thcnrcforth, 
though  professing  moderation,  full/  in  the  coun* 
aeto  of  tli>  Seoewtonhli. 
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of  his  seat  in  the  Senate,  and  Hao  disso- 
lution of  the  Union ;  demonstrating, 
atlor  liis  fa-hion,  the  unconstitution- 
ality ot' ^trutrirlinir  to  upliold  tlie  Con- 
stitution ;  tl)e  jitrocity  oi'  tlie  desjx)- 
tiaoi  which  had  ventured  to  arrest  a 
few  of  the  many  traitors  actively  at 
work  to  sabveit  the  Kational  Got- 
enimeiit;  and  ohai^g  the  Lo^dar 
tore  of  his  State  with  ''woefiil  eab- 
serviency  to  every  demand  of  Fe  lo 
ral  de?potism  and  woeftil  negrlcct  of 
every  ri'dit  of  the  Kentucky  citizen," 
etc.,  ctG.  Here  ia  a  speciuaen  of  his 
rhetoric : 

"I  would  spoak  of  those  tliinfr?  witli  tlio 
simplu  bulc'iiiiiiij  wliich  tlic'ir  nia^xnitudo  do- 
nuMids;  vet  it  ditticult  to  rc<«itraiti  the  ex- 
pressiou  of  iiju-st  iiidi^tiution  while  we  siiuirt 
under  such  euonuilies.  Mr.  IJucuhi  han 
thousandth  of  i^oId'aTs  on  our  »oil,  nearly  all 
from  the  North,  and  most  of  Uiein  foreign- 
ers, whom  lie  employs  as  his  instmments  to 
do  thes*^  thinffs.  Hut  few  Kentuckians  have 
eolisted  uodor  hi»  sUuidard ;  for  we  are  not 
jet  oooastomed  to  bis  peonllar  form  of  lib- 
erty. 

''I  will  not  pursue  the  disgraceful  subject. 
Ba«  Kentnok  J  passed  oat  of  the  oontrol  of 

her  own  people?  Sliall  hirelings  of  the  i)en, 
recently  iuixirtod  from  the  North,  sitting  ia 
grand  secan^  at  the  OapUal,  force  pablie 
opinion  to  approve  these  usurpations  and 
point  out  victims?  ^>ilall  Mr.  Lincoln, 
throngh  his  CLnu  in  merceoaries,  imprison 
or  exile  the  chitdn-n  of  the  men  who  laid 
the  foundations  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
compel  oar  noble  ]>ei)pIo  to  exhaust  thcm- 
Mlves  in  Airnishing  the  money  to  destroy 
their  own  fVeedomf  Never,  whfle  Ken- 
tucky remains  tite  Kentucky  of  old! — never, 
while  thousands  of  her  gallant  sons  have  the 
will  and  the  nenre  to  make  the  State  idng  to 
tha  mosio  of  their  riflat !" 

It  is  dear  that  Ifr.  BreoUnTidge, 
in  his  ezodtiB  from  Kentackyy  had  per- 
petrated a  eerions  blunder.  As  a  de- 
daimer  in  the  Senate,  in  diorus  with 
Yallandigham,  Yooihees,  and  May, 
he  was  worth  far  more  to  the  Con- 
federacy than  as  a  Brigadier  in  its 
military  service ;  and  even  tlie  elec- 
tion of  Garret  Davis  iu  hia  stead  did 


not  fully  compensate  the  BebeUioa 
for  the  loss  of  its  boldest  and  most 
unscrupulous  champion  in  the  J'ed- 
eral  Conjjrciis. 

Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  early  in  Oc- 
tober, succeeded  (ien.  Anderson  in 
command  of  the  district  of  Kentucky. 
The  Bebeliy  with  an-  art  whidi  they 
had  already  bronght  to  perfbetioo, 
imposed  on  him,  with  snoceaa,  as  on 
Gen.  MeClellan  and  other  of  onr 
commanders,  a  most  exa^^rated  no- 
tion of  the  amount  of  their  forccf; ;  so 
that,  Avhen  Kentucky  mii^ht  eiu^ily 
have  been  cleare<l  of  armed  ft)es  by  a 
concerted  andref>olulc  advance,  Sher- 
man was  telegraphing  furiondy  to 
the  War  Department  for  large  re@n* 
forcements;  and,  what  visited  at 
Lotusville,  on  the  18th,  by  Secretary 
Cameron  and  Adjt.-Gen.  Tliomu.>i,  he 
gravely  informed  them  that  he  .-luaild 
need  200,000  men  to  recover  and  hold 
Kentucky;  when,  in  fact,  there  were 
not  40,0<MJ  Ilel)els  in  arms  within  the 
limits  of  that  State. 

Pollard,  writing  of  the  early  part 
of  NovOTibcr,  says : 

"  Despite  the  victory  of  Belmont,  onr  sit- 
uation in  Kentucky  was  one  of  extreme 
weakness,  and  entirely  at  the  roeroy  of  the 
enemy,  if  be  had  not  been  Imposed  upmi 
by  fal>e  n'i»ri"iciitation3  of  the  ttUmber  of 
our  forces  at  Bowling  Green. 

*  •  *  About  the  middle  of  September, 
f'ron.  Hnrkn'T  advaniM  d.  willi  a  small  force 
of  about  4,OUO  men,  which  was  increased,  by 
the  16th  ofOetobor,  to  12,000;  and,  though 
otlier  acres^io'  s  of  forre  were  rcrcivod,  it 
continued  at  alMiut  the  same  strengtii  until 
the  end  of  November,  n)ea-<K-n  and  other  dis- 
eases keeping  down  the  efleciive  force.  The 
eneujy's  force  then  was  reported  to  the  War 
Department  at  S0|000 ;  and  an  adranoa  was 
impossible." 

The  Unionists  of  south-eastern  Ken- 

tucky  were  mustering  and  oi^anizing 
under  Col.  Garrard  at  a  i»oint  known 
as  Camp  Wild-(/at,  when  Zollicoflbr 
advanced  (Oct.  20th)  with  seven  re- 
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giincnts  and  ii  light  battery,  to  attack 
and  d:s|H'r.-s(i  tliein.  Gen,  Sclioopf, 
who. had  just  reached  the  camp,  ha- 
ramed  command  of  the  Utuon  finroes 
prior  to  the  attoek,  which  was  made 
on  the  morning  of  the  21at.  The 
Kebels  were  hujierior  in  nnmhera; 
but  the  Uuionistd  had  a  strong  poei- 
tion,  and  very  easily  beat  oti"  their 
as&ailants,  wlio  made  two  attacks  to 
no  purpose,  and  were  re])ulsed  and 
driven  away  without  serious  loss  on 
either  side. 

A  considerable  Behel  force,  imder 
Col.  John  8.  Williams,  having  been 
ooUected  at  Piketon,  the  capital  of 
Pike,  the  eastern  most  county  of  Ken- 
tncky.  at  tlie  head  <^  the  Big  Sandy, 
Gen.  \Vm.  Nelson,  commandin<?  tlie 
Uninn  forees  in  Eastern  Kentucky, 
Btarted  t"r(jni  Prestonhuri;,  N(»v.  8th, 
in  quest  ol'  them.  Having  not  less 
than  3,000  men,  while  Williams  re- 
ports his  fiill  strength  at  1,010,  Nel- 
son had,  at  11  o^oloek,  a.  m.,  of  the 
7th,  dispatched  Col.  Apperson,  of  the 
33d  Ohio,  with  nearly  half  his  force, 
to  gain  the  rear  of  Piketon  by  a  cir- 
cuitous route  thron<Tli  tlint  rufrgcd, 
aluiobt  roadless  region,  so  as  to  inclose 
the  liebeis  between  two  tires,  and 
compel  their  surrender.  It  ^va^s  first 
telegraphed  that  this  movement  had 
proved  a  perlbct  snceess;  but  Wil- 
liams, who  seems  to  have  been  thor- 
oughly posted  throughout,  retarded 
Nelson^s  direct  advance  by  smart, 
judicious  skirmishing  in  the  ]>o8it ions 
a.^^surinii;  liini  the  greatest  advantage, 
wliile  he  liurried  oti*  the  cattle  and 
other  gpoils  industriously  collected 
firom  that  poor,  thinly-settled  region, 
on  the  road  to  Pound  Gap,  whither 
he  retreated  on  the  9th--hts  rear- 
guard of  400  leaving  Piketon  just  as 
J^elaon  was  entering  it  The  loss  of. 


either  party  in  this  affair  was  incon- 
siderable— not  over  100 — but  the 
conduct  of  our  soldiers  was  faultless, 
and  ibeir  patient  endumioe  of  &• 
tigue,  exposure,  and  privation,  most 
commendable.  Williams — ^who 
pean  to  have  admirably  timed  and 
managed  his  retreat — reported  his 
force  stronger  at  Pound  Gap  on  the 
13th  than  it  waa  at  Piketon  on  the  8th. 

The  heroic  Unionists  of  East  Ten- 
nessee, who  had  anxiously  expected 
and  awaited  the  arrival  of  a  Union 
force  since  the  opening  of  the  strug- 
gle, were  led  to  believe,  after  our 
successes  at  Camp  Wild-Gat  gtikI  ( tlier 
j)oint8,  that  its  appearance  W(*iild  not 
much  longer  be  delayed.  JMany  of 
them  stole  through  the  woods  aiid 
over  the  mountains  to  join  it  and 
hasten  its  march ;  while  many  of 
those  who  remained  at  home  con- 
spired to  bum  the  more  important 
railroad  bridges  throughout  thieir  seo- 
tion,  in  order  to  prednde  the  arrival 
of  leSnforcements  to  their  Rebel  op- 
pressors during  the  struggle  supposed 
to  l)e  just  at  hand.  Tliey  succeeded 
in  burning  three  or  four,  but  failed 
with  regard  to  others ;  and  all  of 
them  who  were  captured  by  the  Keb- 
els while  engaged  in  oreseaping  from 
therfe  attempts  were  prom])tly  con- 
signed to  an  ignominioiis  death. 

The  hopes  of  the  loyal  Tennesseans 
were  strangely  and  utterly  blasted. 
Gen.  Scbocpf,  in  command  of  our 
army  which,  alter  the  repulse  of  the 
Kebel  attack  on  Camp  "WiM-Cat,  con- 
fronted Zollicotl'er,  after  advancing 
two  or  three  days  in  the  direction  of 
Cumberland  Gap,  was  induced,  by  a 
fitvorite  stratagem  of  the  Bebels,  to 
believe  that  an  overwhelming  Ccm- 
federate  tatoa  was  advancing  on  his 
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ere;  and  this  Council  proceede<l  to 
aj>p<)int  Coniniissioners  to  negotiate 
fur  tlie  admission  of  Kentucky  into 
the  Southern  Confederacy  I  No  cav- 
ils M  to  the  authority  of  these  gen- 
tlemen to  speak  for  Kentucky  were 
raised  at  Biohmond;  and,  on  the 
16tli  of  December,  The  iMuhrUle 
Courier  (now  issued  at  Nashville) 
gravely  announced  tliat  said  Council 
had  this  day  chosen  a  full  delegation 
to  the  Confederate  Congrestj,  com- 
posed as  follows: 

Ilonry  C.  Burnett,  Geonre  W.  Ewing, 

Jolin  Tlionias.  Dr.  I).  V.  White, 

Tliomaa  L.  Burnett,  Jiihn  M.  Elliott, 

8.  H.  Fiyrd,  Thomas  B.  If  onroo^ 

Thomas  B.  Joboson,  George  B.  Ilodge. 

How  it  hajqpened  that  two  of  these 
persona — Messrs.  Henry  C.  Burnett 
an<l  Thomas  B.  Monroe — were,  that 
same  dav,  sworn  in  as  Sinators^  from 
Kentuc  ky  at  Kichnioud,  it  is  not  easy 
to  understand  ;  but  it  is  of  no  conse- 
quence. They  had  probably  been 
appointed,  several  days  before,  by 
*  Qoremor'  Johnson.  SufBoe  it  that, 
since  Uien,  Xentnd^  has  been  regu- 
larly represented  in  the  Confederate 
Congress,  though  no  popular  election 
thereto  was  ever  held  on  her  soil,  and 


from  their  inability  to  make  any  j)ro- 
vision  for  it^,  suj>[)(irt.    Geo.  W.  John- 
son, of  ISeutt  county,  was  here  chosen 
Grovemor;'  the  party  having  had 
enough  of  popular  elections,  in  which 
iliey  never  had  any  soccesB  or  made 
a  respectable  iigare.   They  chose, 
likewise,  a  "  Legislative  Council," 
which  they  clotiicd  with  ample  pow- 

no  shadow  of  consent  ever  given  by 
her  to  such  delegation  of  lu.wer.  Of 
late,  her  rejn-esentatives  in  that  Con- 
gress have  been  chosen  by  the  Ken* 
tnckians  serving  in  the  Rebel  armies ; 
which,  thoQgh  not  very  regnlar, 
seems  straightforward  and  busineea- 
like.  They  refMfesent  bayonets;  let 
them  be  chosen  accordingly." 

•  JotuMKm  beiiifr  killed  in  the  battle  at  ShUoh 

IJOxt  Sprit)'/,  lio  wns  ?otnc'how  piiccopflrd  in  Jiis 
ahadowjr  (iovcrQorsbip  bjr  Richard  liawes — a 
^reaic  old  man  who^  aome  quarter  of  •  oantuij 
before,  had  twico  represented,  as  •  ^Hlig^  the 
Lexington  district  in  Congrci5s. 

*8oaDQouDcod  next  moroing  in  The2>Qr/olk 

"  The  ZdimiatriaeJimmcAia  Oct  ]2lh  sbatplj 

said: 

"Huodreds  of  thoae  exceedingly  aensitiTe 
Kentnclciana,  who  ao  eloquently  proclaimed  that 

they  conlil  never  t-iike  up  arms  :(<fiiinst  tlie  South- 
ern Stales.  iiiiiFinucli  n.s  thoso  t^tates  were  Ken- 
tucky's Meters,  li..ve  iinw  taken  up  arms  for  tlie 
oooqueat  of  Kentucky  heraelfl  la  n't  that  enengh 
to  make  the  devil  laugh?** 
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right  flank  from  Bowling  Green,  and 
al>ont  to  ])ouiice  \\\)on  and  annihilate 
luni.  There  was  not  a  shadow  of 
foundation  for  this  story  :  the  Kebels 
at  Bowling  Green  were  glad  enough 
to  keep  sdll,  and  not  expose  their 
weakness,  knowing  well  tiiat  Sher- 
man might  and  woold  have  crushed 
them,  had  he  been  aware  of  it ;  yet, 
■without  waiting  to  verify  this  absurd 
rep(»rt.  Gen.  Schoepf  faced  abtjut  and 
raced  two  days  toward  the  Ohio,  as 
if  for  dear  life,  strewing  the  road 
with  wrecked  wagons,  dead  horses, 
haggagc,  etc.,  and  leaving  East  Ten- 
nessee to  her  fate.  The  bitter  disap- 
pointment and  agony  of  her  gallant 
sons  in  his  armjr,  who  but  now  oon> 
fidently  supposed  themselves  about 
to  see  the  old  flag  floating  in  triuui]>h 
from  tlie  spires  of  Knoxville  and 
Jouesville,  can  but  faintly  be  realized. 

On  the  18th  of  November,  the 
Kentneky  Secessionists  held  a  Con- 
vention at  Rossellville^  in  the  sonth- 
emmost  of  her  counties,  behind  their 
principal  camp  at  Bowling  Green, 
and  organized  what  thej  termed  a 
*  Provisional'  Government — perhaps 
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XXXVIII 

THE  POTOMAC— BALL'S  BLUFF— DRANESVILLE, 


•     The  disaster  at  Bull  Ilun,  and  the 
amazing  imbecilitj  betrayed  in  &!• 
lowing  several  of  the  regiments  there 
routed  to  continnethdrpanio*8tricken, 
dHf  >nlerly  flight  over  the  bridges  into 
Washington,  whence  many  soldien*, 
and  even  officer.^,  dispersed  to  their 
ros]>octive  homes,  liad  di-i>t'l!ed  all 
liiiLC-'riiig  ilhisions  as  to  the  ca'jvacity 
of  Gen.  Scott  for  the   conduct  of 
a  great  war.    Though  it  was  still 
deemed  a  military  necesdty  to  con- 
ceal the  fidlnre  of  his  fiusnlties,  to  ex- 
cuse his  blanders,  and  even,  in  some 
instances,  to  eulogize  his  abilities  as 
well  as  magnify  his  services,  the  nr- 
jrent,  imperative  need   of  replacing 
hiiu  by  a  younger  and  more  vigorous 
commander  was  felt  bv  everv  intel- 
ligont  Unionist.    It  was  he,  Winfield 
Scott,  md  none  other,  who  had  pre- 
cipitated a  third  of  our  forces,  on  or 
near  the  line  of  the  Potomac,  into  a 
decisive  conflict  with  seven-eighths  of 
the  Bebel  strength  in  Yirgitiia,  in 
defiance  of  every  dictate  of  i)rudcmcc 
and  of  common  pense.    Neither  the 
President,  nor  the  Secretnry  of  "War, 
nor  Gen.  McDowell,  nor  the  niuligued 
and  detested  Badicda— ^who  were  nat- 
urally anidouB  that  our  75,000  thre^ 

'  Geo.  Soott,  in  common  ting  on  Gen.  Patier- 
■oii*»  tettfanony  in  a  dd&Mntdj  irritten  atato- 
nent,  made  to  the  Committee  on  dw  Ooodiietof 

the  War,  snya : 

"As  connected  with  this  «iibject,  I  hope  I 
may  be  permitted  to  notice  tiio  charge  made 
a^pdnst  nic.  on  the  floor  of  Goagress,  t^t  I  (]i<l 
not  stop  Brig.  Gen.  UeDoweD'a  movement  upon 
llanetwei  Jtmotion  nfter  I  had  been  Informed  of 


months'  men  should  not  be  disbanded 
and  sent  home  without  having  been 
of  the  least  positive  service — ^had  ever 
desired  or  expected  any  such  conflict 

as  this.  It  was  Gen.  Scott  who  had 
given  the  orders  under  whidi  Gen. 
McDowell  advaticeil  and  fniLrbt  on 
Sunday,  the  21st  of  July.  Gcu. 
Canioroii,  the  Sccretarv  of  War,  who 
was  at  Centervillc  during  the  pre- 
ceding day,  saw  plainly  that  our  re- 
giments at  the  front  were  not  so  many 
as  th^  should  be,  and  returned  has- 
tily that  evening  to  Washington  to 
procure  a  countermand  of  tho  order 
for  battle  ;  but  arrived  too  late  to  see 
Gen,  Scott  and  obtain  it.  Badly  as 
Patterson  had  behaved,  lie  had  re- 
]iorted,  on  the  18th,  by  tekgnipli  to 
Scott,  his  flank  movement  to  Charles- 
town  ;  which,  any  one  oonld  see,  left 
Qen.  Johnston  at  perfect  liberty  to 
hasten,  with  all  his  available  force^ 
to  the  aid  of  Beauregard  at  ^fanassas. 
And,  on  the  20tli — the  day  before 
Bull  Run — he  had  telegraphed  to 
Scott  that  Johnston  liad  actindly  de- 
parted on  that  errand.'  Tliouirli  (ten. 
Scott  remained  nominallv  in  chief 
command  until  the  last  day  of  Octo- 
ber, he  was  practically  superseded 

the  reenforccmenl  .sfnt  lliither  from  Wiuche'ster, 
though  urged  to  do  so  )>y  ono  or  more  inpnilH?ra 
of  the  Cabinet.  Now,  it  waa,  at  the  reception  of 
that  news,  too  late  to  call  off  the  troopa  from  the 
nttick ;  and,  l>c!^idc,  thoii(,'1i  oppi  isoil  to  iho  movo- 
mcnt  at  first,  we  liad  all  become  onimated  and 
panguino  of  succesa;  and  it  is  not  true  thai  I  was 
urged  by  anybody  hi  authority  to  atop  the  at- 
tack; wblcb  was  fwrnmanced  aa  eeilgr,  I  UiiBl^ 
aatbelSUiorJiilly." 
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forthwith  by  tlie  formation  of  a  new 
military  dejuirtmcnt  of  Washington 
and  of  north-eiistern  Virginia,  which 
Geu.  George  B.  McClcHan  Avas  Buni- 
moned)  hy  telegraj)]!,  from  that  of 
Western  Yirgiuia  to  preside  over. 
This  change  was  offidaUj  annonnoed 
on  the  25th  of  Jnlj ;  on  whidi  daj 
Gen.  McClellan  arrived  at  Philadel- 
phia, and  there  received  a  most  en- 
thusiastic ovation,  lie  proceeded  next 
morning  to  Washington. 

Gen.  McC'lcllan  found  tlic  annv 
intrusted  with  the  defense  .of  the 
capital  reduced,  hy  dci«at,  desertions, 
and  the  mastering  oat  of  most  of  the 
three-months'  men,  to 50,000 infimtry, 
1,000  cavalry,  and  C50  artillery,  with 
30  field-guns.    The  city  was  pro- 
tected, on  the  Virginia  bide  of  the 
Potomac,  hy  hastily-constructed  hut 
substantial   earthworks,   on  which 
Buine  heavy  gun3   were  mounted. 
But,  if  the  Rebels  had  chosen  to  ford 
the  Potomac  a  few  miles  above,  either 
Washington  or  Baltimore  lay  at  their 
mercy,  provided  they  could  defeat 
this  army  in  the  open  field.  They 
did  not,  however,  see  fit  to  risk  so 
bold  a  movement ;  though  militarv 
critics  believe  fliat,  for  the  two  weeks 
Buceeedini;  their  victorv  at  Bull  Run, 
it  might  have  been  attempted  with 
reasonable  prospect  of  success.  They 
could  probably  have  thrown  aeroes 
the  river  a  force  nearly  or  quite  equal 
in  numbers  to  that  which  defended 
Washington,  wliereof  at  least  5,000 
would  necessarily  have  been  retained 
in  the  earthworks  on  the  Virginia 
side ;  while  tlie  prestige  of  tlieir  re- 
cent victory,  and  the  consequent  de- 
moralization of  our  troops,  secureil  to 
the  Rebels  decided  advantages,  which 


each  succeeding  week  was  morally  cer- 
tain to  diminish.  They  did  not,  how- 
ever, attenipt  to  cro.ss  the  Potomac  in 
force,  nor  even  to  provoke  anotlier 
battle  on  its  south  bank  ;  but,  having 
advanced  their  lines,  soon  after  their 
victory,  to  Munson's  Hill,  a  few  miles 
from  Alexandria,  they  only  remained  ^ 
there  until  a  nig^t  attadc  had  been 
planned  on  our  side ;  when,  promptly 
forewarned  by  traitors,  they  hastily 
withdrew  to  Fairfax.  It  does  not 
appear  that  the  main  body  of  tlicir 
army  ever  deliberately  took  position 
this  side  of  Centerville. 

Gen.  HcClellan  commenced*  by 
ordering  the  officers  and  men  of  his 
army  out  of  Washington,  where  too 

I  many,  especially  of  the  former,  had 
hitherto  been  indulged  in  idling  away^ 
tlieir  time,  to  tlie  neglect  of  tlu-ir  du- 

j  ties  and  the  damage  of  their  nuirals. 

'  Col.  Andrew  Porter,  of  the  Itltli  re- 
gulars, was  appointed  Provost  Mar- 
shal to  carry  this  order  into  efiect. 
The  organization  of  the  Army  into 
brigades  was  soon  afterward*  effected ; 
and  these  brigades  were  ultimately* 
formed  into  divisi(His.  But  the  form- 
ation of  army  eoq^s  was,  for  some  rea- 
son, postponed  and   delayed,  until 

,  finally  *  it  was  ]  )eremptorily  directed 
by  the  President.  , 

Meantime,  the  patient,  loyal,  earn- 
est North,  soon  recovering  from  the 
shock  of  its  astounding  discomfiture^ 
had  been  soberly  but  resolutely  rais- 
ing new  regiments  and  new  batteries 
for  a  more  determined  and  more  cn^ 
ergetic  prosecution  of  the  ptnigglo 
forced  u]K>n  it  by  ^laveholding  treason. 
Every  t^tate,  county,  and  tt)wnship, 
addressed  itself  zealously  to  the  work 
of  recruiting  and  equipping ;  so  that, 


>  Julj  30th,  1861.         'Aug.  4Ui.  *  Ook  Ifitta.  *  Uuch  8tfa,  1862. 


620 


THE  AMIiEICAU  CONFLICT. 


by  the  middle*  of  October,  Gen.  ^fc- 
■  Clellan  found  liimBelf  at  the  head  of 
fully  150,0<>0  men — an  army  superior 
in  numbers,  in  intelligence,  and  in 
the  essential  quality  of  iU  material, 
to  any  ever  led  into  battle  ])\  Napo- 
leon, and  by  far  the  largest  and  most 
effective  which  had  ever  beoi  seen 
on  this  continent  It  was  not  only 
fikr  better  drilled  and  fitted  for  f^r- 
vice  tlian  til  at  with  which  Gen.  Mc- 
Dowell had  adv;inc(Ml  to  Centerville 
and  Bull  Run,  but  it  was  better  con- 
etitnted,  in  that  its  members — not 
one  of  them  a  conscrij»t — had  enlisted 
for  a  term  of  years,  afler  all  sixty -day 
hallucinations  had  be«i  dispelled,  and 
with  a  fhll  knowledge  that  they  were 
to  encounter  the  hardships^  the  perils 
and  the  privations  of  protracted  and 
inexor;ii»le  war. 

Gen.  J^leClellan  held  his  first  prand 
parade  at  tlic  close  of  Sc|>tcmber, 
when  70,000  men  of  all  anus  were 
a*ienibled,  maneuvered,  and  review- 
ed ;  a  larger  army  than  had  ever  be- 
fore been  concentrated  on  any  field 
in  America.  Appi^ensions  were  ex- 
pressed tliat  the  Rebels  would  im- 
prove thin  opportunity  to  attack  some 
portion  of  our  lines;  but  tliey  were 
not  strong  enougli  to  warrant  such  a 
vynture.  Still,  regiment  after  regi- 
ment, battery  after  battery, was  poured 
from  the  North  into  Wa^iington,  and 
thencedistribnted  to  the  several  camps 
assigned  them  on  either  side  of  the 
Potomac,  until  the  mere  bulk  of  our 
quiescent  forces,  the  necessity  for 
ground  whereon  to  station  them,  com- 

'Gen.  McCldlan,  in  his  oanftiUy  daborated 

"Report,"  pays: 

"By  tlio  l^th  of  October,  tl>e  number  of 
troop!!  iu  uud  about  Washing^n,  inclusive  of  tite 
garriflOB  of  the  city  and  Alexandria,  tlio  city 
gnarA.  and  the  forces  on  the  Mnryland  shore  of 
the  rotoinnp  b<'low  Wasliiiiirt"t).  and  ns  ftr  as 
Cumberloud  above,  the  troops  under  the  com- 


pelled an  advance  of  our  lines — the 
light  troops  covering  the  Rebel  front 
retiring  whenever  ]>rossed.  Tx)wins- 
ville  was  rewcupied  by  our  army  on 
the  9th,  Vienna  on  the  10th,  and 
Fairfax  Court  House  on  the  ITtli  of 
October ;  the  Confederates  recoiling 
w^ithout  firingashotto  Centerville  and 
Manassas.  On  the  10th,  Gen.  Geaiy, 
under  orders  from  G^.  Banks,  in 
Maryland,  advance  il  t  •  and  captured 
Bolivar  1  fights,  overlooking  llarper's 
Ferry.  Leesburg,  the  caj)ital  of 
doun  countv,  Va.,  was  mi.-takculv  re- 
ported  evacuirted  by  tlie  Confederates 
on  the  17th;  Gen.  McCall,  with  a 
oonnd«rable  Union  fiiree,  moving  up 
the  right  bank  of  the  Potomac  to 
Dranesville,  whence  his  scouts  were 
pushed  forward  to  Goose  Cn  t  Ic  ,  four 
miles  fniiii  Leesburg.  On  the  19th 
ami  20ih,  ^IcCall  made  two  recon- 
noissanccs  in  the  direction  of  Lees- 
burg, encountering  no  enemy,  and 
being  assured  by  those  he  met  tliat 
the  Rebels  had  abandoned  tliat  town 
some  da}  s  before.  Thus  advised,  Gen. 
McOlellan,  on  the  30th,  directed  the 
following  disi»atch  to  be  sent  io  Gen. 
Stone,  at  Poolesville,  Md.,  where  he 
was  watching  and  guarding  the  line 
of  the  Potomac  Irom  the  Maryland 
side  of  the  river : 

"Bcoatvcd  October  20, 1861,froiii  Gmp  GrilBn. 

**  Gen.  HcCtenan  deirfres  me  to  inform  y<m 

that  (tfii.  Mi'Call  dccupicd  Draiii-sville  yo-?- 
terdur,  und  is  still  theft; ;  will  scnti  out  heavy 
reeonnoiasnnces  to-day  in  all  dlrertions  frora 
that  pi  lint.  Tlie  HtMieral  di'sirt'S  that  you 
keep  a  good  lookout  un  Leesburg,  to  see  if 
Uiia  movement  boa  the  effect  to  drive  them 
away.   Perhaps  a  alight  demonatration  ou 

mnnd  of  Gen.  Dix  at  Baldmore  and  ita  d»pend> 
endes,  vnm  aa  followa: 

Total  prceent  for  dutf  13^201 

"   eifk   P--'90 

in  conflncment   l.lbQ 

AggrpfjatP  present  143,647 

"  absent  

Total  isa^osi* 
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yonr  part  W0ald  have  the  effect  to  move 
tbcm.  A.  V.  CoLML'KX, 

Ass't  Atljt.  General. 
**Bkiq.-Gkn.  Btossib,  FooUnilU," 

GreiL  Stone  at  once  ordered  Col. 
Devens,  of  the  15th  Ma6aaehu>i>t  t  >,  to 
traoBfer  two  flat-boats  from  the  Ches- 
*  apcakc  and  Oliio  canal,  oj){)ositc  TTar- 
rison's  I.-^land,  to  the  river  at  that 
point,  and  therewith  to  ferrv  over  his 
regiment  to  the  island ;  whieh  was 
promptly  done.  About  dark,  in  obe- 
dience to  a  verbal  order,  Devens  sent 
Capt  Philbrick,  with  fifteen  or  twenty 
men,  across  to  the  Yii^nia  shore, 
which  he  ascertained  was  not  i>i(-k- 
eted  by  the  enemy,  and  aBcended  the 
Bleep  l)ank  known  as  Ball's  Bu  ff, 
which  liere  ri>es  ah<»ut  one  hun<lred 
and  litty  feet  to  the  level  of  the  adja- 
cent country.  Piisliing  out  a  small 
distanoe  from  the  Bloff,  Philbriek  re- 
tnmed  and  reported  that  he  had  dis- 
covered a  smidl  camp  of  the  enemy, 
which  did  not  appear  to  be  well 
guarded,  lliis  report  was  sent  by 
Col.  Devcns  to  Gen.  St^ne,  who  there- 
upon issued  the  follow  ing  oixh  r: 

"U£AI>-QUARTBR8  COBPS  OP  OBSERVATION', 

"  FOOUBrtLLS,  Oet.  SO,  1861— 10^  p.  u. 
"  Special  0«dbb  No.  — . 

"C(»l.  Devens  will  land  opposite  Ilarri- 
Bon's  Island,  with  livo  c'uiiipniiie.<«  of  his  regi- 
ment, and  proceed  to  surprise  tlie  cuinp  of 
the  enemy  discovered  by  Om)t.  Philbriek  in 
the  direction  of  Leesbnrff.  The  landing  and 
march  will  be  cdliEMStea  with  sUeaoe  and 
rapidity. 

**Goi.  Lee,  SOth  Ifassachnsetts  Tobinteera, 
"will,  innnediately  aftor  Col.  Dcvens's  depart- 
nre,  occupy  Harrison's  island  with  four  com- 
paniee  of  his  regiment,  and  will  canse  the 

fonr-o  ircd  boat  to  be  taken  across  tlie  island 
.  to  the  point  of  departuri;  of  Cul.  Dcvcns. 
One  company  will  be  tlin)\vn  ai-ros.s  to  oi-- 
cnpy  the  iiij^bts  on  the  X'irfjinia  shore,  aftrr 
Cw.  Devens's  departure,  to  cover  his  return. 

"Two  mountain  howitzers  will  be  taken 
nlentlv  up  tlio  tow-path,  nnd  carried  to  the 
Opposite  side  of  the  island,  under  the  orders 
of  Col.  Lee. 

"  Col.  Devens  will  attack  the  camp  of  the 
enemy  at  daybreak,  luid,  having  routed,  will 


pursno  tliptn  as  far  ns  hodecmspnidcnts  and 
will  destroy  the  camp,  if  practicable,  before  . 
returning.  Ilo  will  uiidce  idl  tlie  obeervar 
tions  possilile  ftii  tlie  nmntry;  will,  under 
all  circunistunce.'i.  keep  his  coniuiand  well  in 
liaud,.and  not  sucriticu  tlieni  toanymppoaed 
advantiigo  of  rapid  pursuit. 

Iliiving  accomplished  this  duty,  CJol. 
Devens  will  return  to  bis  jiresent  position, 
nnlesii  ho  shall  see  one  on  the  Virginia  side,  * 
near  the  rirer,  which  he  «wi  nnnonbtedly 
liold  until  reCiilorced.  and  one  which  can  bo 
successfully  held  against  largely  superior 
nnmbers.  In  sach  case,  he  will  hold  on 
and  report 

»*CnA8.  r.  St<ine,  IJrig.-Gencral." 

"Great  care  will  be  used  l  v  Col.  Devens 
to  prevent  any  nnneeessary  iiijuiy  of  i)rivate 
l)ruperty  ;  and  any  oflicer  or  soldier  strag- 
gling from  the  command,  for  curiosity  or 
plunder,  will  be  instantly  shot. 

**0aA8.  P.  Siont,  Urlg.-GenenL'* 

Col.  Devens  accordingly  com-* 
menced  crossing  bis  force  a  little 

after  midnight,  and  had  his  live  com- 
panies fonned  on  the  top  of  the  hlutr 
so  soon  as  it  was  light  cnonnrh  to  find 
liis  wav  thither.  Col.  Lee  likewise 
crossed  about  a  hnndi-ed  men,  and 
took  position  this  side  of  liim.  Scouts, 
dispatched  light  and  1^  retnrned 
and  rep<^rted  Siat  thej  coiUd  find  no 
enemy.  Advancing,  so  soon  as  it 
was  light,  to  the  supposed  Eebel 
camp  reported  to  him  tiie  night  be- 
fore, CoL  D.  found  it  no  camp  at  all, 
hut  an  optical  illusion,  created  by 
moonlight  {jrliiinnering  tlirough  a  row 
of  trees  and  presenting  the  aj)pear- 
ance  of  a  row  of  tents.  Having  ad- 
vanced to  within  a  mile  of  Leesbarg 
without  discovering  a  trace  of  an  en- 
emy, Col.  D.  halted  in  a  wood,  nn* 
perceived,  as  he  supposed,  by  any  foe, 
sent  a  messenger  to  Gen,  Stone,  and 
awaited  further  orders. 

At  7  A.  M.,  a  body  of  riflemen  ap- 
peafe<l  on  lii^  right,  hut  fell  ]>ack 
when  approached ;  when  Rebel  cav- 
alry became  visible  on  the  road  to 
Lcesburg.    Col.  Devens  horeupon, 
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about  8  A.  iL,  fell  back  to  tlie  bluff, 
in  perfect  order  and  unmolested,  and 
there  soon  received  a  nies.sa«^e  frcmi 
Gen.  Stone  to  remain,  and  lie  would 
be  supported.  Ho  now  counted  hid 
force,  and  ascertained  that  it  nmn- 
bered  28  offioen  and  625  men. 


At  noon,  or  a  little  after,  he  was 
attacked  hj  musketry  from  the  woods 
surrounding  on  three  Bides  the  iield 
of  barely  six  acre>,  in  which  his  men 
were  formed,  and  at  unco  full  back 
lome  sixty  yards  to  obtain  a  better 
position.  An  hour  later,  being  still 


I 


Wi,,0    O  D 


A.  FMh     wfetah  tiM  BcMi  tetod  ta 


HATTU  or  ball's  DLtrrr. 

UwopmAekL  &  Fknk 
tb«  CktUtanteltaftaiiait 


unsupported,  he  fell  back  again  near- 
ly to  the  edge  of  the  bluff,  where 
he  was  soon  after  leSnforoed,  as  he 
had  been  promistd,  by  the  California 
regiment,  Col.  E.  D.  Baker/  who, 
being  the  ranking  officer,  assumed 


command  —  having  leoeived  from 
Gen.  Stone  an  older  to  support 
OoL  Devens,  or  withdraw  his  foroo 
to  the  Maryland  shore,  at  his  dis<Tc- 
tion.  It  seems  that  Col.  Baker  had 
doubts,  on  reaching  the  river,  whether 
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to  ie6iiforco  or  wiUidraw  Col.  Dev- 
ens's  men ;  but,  hearing  that  the  ene- 
my were  already  upon  Col.  I).,  lie 
decided  tliat  he  had  no  choice  but  to 
reenforcc. 

The  main  current  of  the  Potomac 
passes  HamBOii*B  Island  <m  the  Har 
lyland  side,  where  three  flat-boats  or 
scows,  with  a  joint  capadtj  of  125 
persons,  v.  erc  used  by  otUTIEien;  while 
only  a  life-boat  and  two  Email  skifls, 
tofjpflier  carrying  from  25  to  30  men, 
were  cni|)loycd  on  the  Virginia  side 
of  the  ialund.  Finally,  one  of  the  ecows 
or  flat-boats  was  taken  around  to  that 
side.  But  the  crossing  of  the  river, 
here  quite  ra])id,  was  stall  difficult 
and  tedious ;  while  it  does  not  seem 
that  competent  persons  had  been  de- 
tailed to  supervise  and  effect  it.  A 
narrow,  winding  path  led  up  from 
the  innnetliato  brink  of  the  river  to 
the  o})en  held  on  which  our  troops 
were  fonncd,  with  the  enemy  ewarni- 
ing  in  the  woods  belting  that  lield  on 
three  sides,  within  mnsket^ahot.  OoL 
Baker  reached  it  between  1  and  3 
o'dociCyP.if.  Ilis  entire  finree  consist- 
ed of  the  New  York  Tammany  regi- 
ment^ CoL  Milton  Cogswell,  the  Cal- 
ifornia regiment,  Liout.-Col.  \Vi?tar, 
and  portions  of  the  15th  Ma.s.sachu- 
Betts,  Col.  Dcvcn^i,  and  20th,  Col.  Lee 
^'m  all,  1,900  men.'  The  Kel»ek  by 
whom  they  were  assailed  comprised 
the  8th  Tirginia,  13th,  17th,  and  18th 
IflBsissippi,  forming  the  brigade  bf 
Qen.  Evans.*  Col.  Baker  had  barely 
complf  ted  the  formation  of  his  men, 
when  his  right  was  heavily  assailed 
by  the  enemy  ;  tlie  attack  gradually 
proceeding  to  tho  center  and  left,  and 

•California  regiment,  5T0;  Tammany,  3''0; 
15th  Uassadiiuotts,  Ci»3;  20th  MaflaachuactU, 
SIS:  toti],l,S01. 

*  Ctoo.  BniM's  oflkU  i^oct  itatn  Ut  fbraat 


the  struggle  thus  continuing  for  two 
hours  with  desperate  energy  on  both 
sides,  but  with  far  greater  loss  on 
ours,  because  of  the  uncovered  jvosi- 
tion  of  our  men.  Col.  Baker  insisted 
on  exposing  himself  with  the  most 
reddesB.  brayery,  and  shot 
through  the  head,  a  little  before  5 
o^doc^.  As  onr  men,  iklling  ftat, 
began  to  waver,  and  some  portions 
of  the  line  to  give  way,  in  view  of 
this  calaniitv.  Col.  Cojrswell,  who  sue- 
ceedcd  to  the  command,  resolved  to 
charge  the  enemy  on  his  left,  and  cut 
his  way  through  to  Edwards's  Ferry, 
two  or  tliree  miles,  where  Gen.  Stone 
was  known  to  be  in  force ;  but,  ujxtn 
attempting  this  movement,  it  was 
met  by  a  fresh  HissiBsippi  regiment 
advancing  from  the  direction  of  the 
Ferry,  under  whose  destructive  fire 
our  decimated,  di.^couraged  troops 
gave  way,  and  retreated  in  disorder 
down  the  bluff,  just  as  darkness  was 
drawing  on.  Tho  triumphant  Kebels 
now  advanced  from  all  sides  to  the 
bhif^  and  fired  with  impunity  on  the 
disorderly,  straggling  mass  below. 
Meantime,  the  fiat-boat  on  that  side 
of  the  island,  being  overloaded,  was 
soon  riddled  and  sunk ;  the  life-boat 
and  skiffs  were  upset  and  lost ;  and 
the  work  of  unresisted  slaughter 
went  on.  Some  were  shot  on  the 
bank;  others  while  attempting  to 
swim  to  the  island ;  while  a  number 
were  carried  down  by  the  current 
and  drowned.  A  few  escaped  in  the 
darkness,  by  Stealing  along  the  bank 
of  the  river  unobserved,  and  finally 
reached  our  lines  in  safotv.  But  our 
actual  loss  by  that  bloody  disaster 

in  tho  engagement  nl  1,709;  ul  ich  evidently 
docs  not  include  tho  13th  Misst&sippi,  with  six 
guns,  held  in  icserve,  and  so  posted  u  to  repol 
•id  to  onr  aid*  frooi  Edwards's  Any. 
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was  not  less  tlian  l,Ot)<)  men ;  of 
whom  nearly  300  were  killed  out- 
right,  and  more  than  500,  including 
the  wounded,  taken  priflonerB." 

Meantime,  Gen.  Stone  had  direeted 
Gen.  Gorman  to  throw  across  the 
river  at  Edwaitk'a  Ferry  asmall  force, 
wliich  made  a  cautious  reconnoiA- 
eaneo  for  about  three  niile«*  on  the 
road  to  Leesburg,  when,  coming  sud- 
denly upon  a  Mississippi  rcginieut, 
it  exchanged  volleys  and  returneil. 
Geo.  Gorman's  entire  brigade  was 
thrown  over  at  this  point  dnring  the 
day ;  bat,  as  it  did  not  advance,  its 
mere  presenoe  on  the  Vii^inia  side 
of  the  Potomac,  BO  far  from  thesoene 
of  actual  combat,  subserved  no  pur- 
pose. After  the  disaster  was  com- 
plete. Gen.  Stone,  about  10  p.  m.,  ar- 
rived on  the  ground  from  wliich  our 
ill-starred  advance  was  made ;  a.s  did 
Gen.  Banks  at  8  next  morning,  and 
Gen.  McClellan  on  the  evening  of 
that  daj.  Bnt  it  was  now  too  late. 
No  relief  was  sent  while  relief  could 
have  availed.  Even  McCall  retired 
from  Dranesville  southward  on  the 
day  of  the  fat;il  fiirht. 

Col.  Baker  ha.s  been  witlclv  blamed 
for  rashness  in  this  couiiict,  and  even 
fi>r  disr^ard  of  orders — it  would  seem 
most  unjustly.  The  following  or- 
ders, found  in  his  hat  after  his  death, 
deeply  stained  with  his  life-blood,  are 
all  the  foundation  for  this  charge : 

"TLnwAiM.s'.s  Fki:i!Y.  Oct.  21 -^t.  IftOl. 
'*  Cou  E.  D.  Bakkk,  Cuuiumiider  of  brigade : 
"Cotosst:  In  cose  of  lieavj  firing  in 
front  of  IlarriMin's  Islariil.  von  will  .•nlvunce 
tlid  California  regiment  ut  ^  itar  brigade,  or 
retire  the  regiroento  under  Cola.  1^  tmd 
Devens,  now  on  the  [.•iltiior't  reiideml  il- 

"  Gen.  Bfvna,  Id  Uie  report,  dttine  910  pris- 
oner', in<-l'i  lintt  woiindcfl.  and  }r!ipp«('S  tliat  \vc 
bad  *'  l,30u  killeil,  wounded,  and  drowned."  Ho 
thin  makes  our  loss  oioced  b/  over  100  all  our 
focoe  eagaged  in  the  bottlel  Ho  leporta  hie 


legible  with  blood]  Virginia  side  of  ths 
Hver,  at  yoar  dlacretion— eaeQmiiig  oomnuuid 

on  arrival. 

"Very  respectfully,  Colonel,  your  moat 
obedieat  servant.       Chari.es  P.  Stonr, 

Brig. -General  Cotnni.-.iiditii^.*' 

The  pecoiid  order  was  received  on 

the  hattle-field,  by  tlio  liaiid  ol'  Col. 

Cogswell,  an  hour  before  tlie  death 

of  GoL  Baker,  who  had  put  it  in  his 

hat  without  reading  it.   It  is  as 

follows: 

"IlEAD-QnAirrKHe  Corps  op  0nsKSVATi0V| 

"  Ki)W  Ai;i>8V  I-EIM.V,  C(t.  i:2d.  11.50. 
K.  I).  liAKEK,  ConiintLuding  brigade : 
**OoT.oinn.:  I  itni  {nfom)ed  that  the  foree 
of  the  enemy  is  about  4.no<).  all  told.  If 
you  can  pusli  tlieui,  you  may  do  so  as  for  as 
to  have  a  atronff  position  near  Lee«bnrp.  if 
yon  r.-in  keep  tliem  beforo  yuti.  .-ivitidinj? 
their  batteries.  Jf  lliey  p  u^s  l.ccs:»ur;_'  and 
take  the  Gum  Spring  road,  you  will  not  fol- 
low far,  bnt  soi/.e  the  first  good  positioD  to 
eover  that  road. 

"Their  tkvsire  is  to  draw  us  on,  if  they 
aro  obliired  to  retreat,  us  tar  as  Coo-^e  ( 'reck, 
where  they  can  be  rcetilon  ed  from  Manas- 
sas, and  have  a  strong  poMtioti. 

Report  frequently,  so  ttiut,  when  they 
aro  pushed,  Gonnan  can  corho  up  on  their 
fleas.      Yonrs,  retqiectfully  nod  truly, 
"CiiARLBs  I*.  Stonb, 
*•  Brig. -General  Commanding." 

How  Stone  expected  Baker  to 
'  push  *  4,000  men  with  1,900,  in  an 
advanced  and  unsupported  position, 
where  the  4,000  might  at  any  mo- 
ment be  inereased  to  10,<>0  »  t,r  t  ^ 
20,000,  is  not  obvious.  And  why 
was  not  (lorniiin  Bent  lorward  to 
eouie  up  on  their  Hank,  at  any  rate  ; 
with«uit  waiting  for  l,0(iO  men  to 
'push'  4,000  beyond  Leesburg  to  a 
good  point  for  oovering  that  jdaoet 
'  As  to  Col.  Baker^s  reading  or  not 
reading  this  dispatch,  it  must  be  con- 
sidered that  lie  was  at  that  moment 
engaged  with  a  sn})eri<>r  t'oree,  and 

own  loee  at  165  onlf,  fndoding  OiL  E.  B.  Burt, 

1  sth  MiF?issippi,  kill"'l.  fJen.  Evans  say*  he  ha*! 
DO  cannon  an  the  liglit — whidi  is  true;  for  his 
eitilhirjr  wae  where  it  eonld  serve  bim  best— by 
Uooldeg  the  reed  Aen  Kdwaids'e  Fwtf, 
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tikat  retreat  on  }iis  ]^art  was  lunple 
rnin.  lie  must  ro)»ulsc  tlio  enemy 
apsailing  liiiii  then  and  there,  or  be 
destroyed;  for  no  force  tluit  Stone 
miicht  now  send  to  hitj  relief  eould  be 
brought  up  iu  time  to  save  him. 

TbB  Ball's  Bluff  tragedy,  groesly 
misrepresented  as  it  was  in  Bebel 
bulletins  and  exniting  narratives, 
tended  to  confirm  and  extend  the 
vain-glorious  delusion  which  was  al- 
ready sa]>]>iTii;^  the  foundation^,  if  not 
of  Rebel  strenj^th,  at  least  of  liebel 
energy,  (ien,  Evans  officially  re- 
ported that  he  had  fought  and  beaten 
8,000  men,conmianded  hy  Gen.  Stone 
--bis  troops  using  tbe  musket  alone ; 
while  the  Unionists  employed  artil- 
lery, and  fired  on  him  with  long- 
range  guns  from  the  Maryland  shore  I 
and  that  his  brigade  had  driven  "  an 
enetny  foi/r  thiws  th<  ir  nfiinhn'  from 
the  8(»il  of  Virginia,  killing  and  tak- 
ing prisoners  a  greater  number  than 
onr  whole  force  engaged."  These 
ikbles  were  repeated  in  general  or> 
with  the  necessary  efEeet  of  in- 
flating the  whole  Gonfbderate  people 
with  an  inordinate  conceit  of  their 
own  prowess,  and  misleading  them 
into  an  intense  contempt  for  Yankee 
cowardice  and  inefficiency.  The 
natural  consequences  of  this  delu- 
sive swagger  were  evinced  in  the  en- 
oonnters  of  the  ensuing  Spring. 

On  the  other  hand.  Ball's  Bloff 
diqielled,  ihoo^  at  a  terrible  cost, 
some  of  the  aspersions  which  had 
been  sedulously  propagated  with  re- 
gard to  the  sjtirit  and  morale  of  tlie 
Union  rank  and  tile.  Whoever  asked 
of  any  champion  of  the  prevailing 
strategy  why  our  annies  stood  idle, 
and  as  if  paralyzed,  in  the  presence 
of  inferior  ibroet  of  Babels,  were  as- 


sured, in  a  confidential  whisper,  that 

our  men  had  been  bo  deinnrnlized 
and  spirit-broken  by  their  rout  at 
Bull  Run,  that  there  was  no  fijjht  in 
them — that  a  whole  brigade  would 
take  to  their  heels  at  the  sight  of  a 
Bebel  regiment  advaneing  to  the 
charge.  Ball's  Bluff  repelled  and 
disaipated  this  nnworthy  calumny — • 
by  showing  that  our  soldiers,  though 
most  unskillfully  liandled,  preeijtita- 
ted  into  needless  ])erilsi,  entra]>])ed, 
surrounded,  hopeless,  had  still  the 
courage  to  iight  and  the  mauhood 
to  die. 


At  0  A.  iL,  of  Deo.  90th,  Gen.  BL 
O.  0.  Old,  commanding  the  M 
Pennsylvania  brigade,  in  pnrsnance 
of  orders  from  Gen.  Gcor<ro  A. 
McCall,  commanding  the  division 
holding  tlie  riglit  of  Ocn.  McClel- 
lairs  army,  moved  forward  from 
Camp  Pierpont  toward  T)ranesville, 
Loudoun  County,  Va.,  instructed  to 
drive  back  the  enemy's  pickets,  pro- 
cure a  8U2J>ply  of  forage,  and  capture, 
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if  possible,  a  j^mall  cavalry  force 
Bcouting  betwixt  Draiiesviile  and  the 
Potomac.  Gen.  Orel's  brigade  cou- 
lUted  of  the  9lih,  CoL  C.  F.  Jackson, 
lOdi,  CoL  J.  S.  McOalmont,  12th, 
OoL  John  H.  Taggart,  the  BnoktaO 
Rifles,  Lt.-C  .1.  T.  L.  Kane,  a  part  of 
the  6th,  with  Eaaton^B  battery  and 
two  squarlron?;  of  cavalry ;  in  all,  almut 
4,(»f)0  men.  Wliilo  haltinf;  to  load 
forajie  just  east  of  Dranesville,  ho 
was  attacked  by  a  Iwebel  l)rigade,  led 
by  Gen.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart,  composed 
of  the  11th  Yiiginia,  the  6th  South 
Carolina,  10th  Alabama,  1st  Ken* 
tnckj,  the  Sumter  Flying  Artill^, 
and  detachments  from  two  caval^ 
regiments — tlie  whole  force  number- 
ing, aceording  to  Kebel  accounts, 
only  2,500.  Stuart  appears  to  have 
been  likewise  oji  a  foraging  excur- 
sion ;  !LS  lie  had  with  hiiu  about  200 
wagons,  which  probably  returned 
em])ty  of  aught  but  wounded  men. 
They  came  up  the  road  leading 
Boutliwardly  from  Dranesville  to 
Centerville,  some  fifteen  miles  dis- 
tant, and  were  fooHsldy  pushed  on 
to  attack,  ihoULrli  the  :idvantage  in 
nunibei's,  in  juc^ition,  and  even  in  ar- 
tillery, ajtpears  to  have  been  decided- 
ly on  our  bide.  They  were,  of  course, 
easily  and  badly  beaten ;  the  Penn- 
i^lvanians  fighting  with  cool  intre- 
jndity  and  entire  confidence  of  suc- 
cess. Our  aggregate  loss  was  but  9 
killed  and  GO  wounded — among 
latter,  Lieut. -Col  Kane,  who  led  his 
men  witli  iignal  gaUantry.  The 
liebels  lost,  by  their  own  account, 
230;  among  them,  Col.  Forney,  of 
the  10th  Alabama,  wounded,  and 
lient  Col.  Martin,  kOled.  They 
left  25  horses  dead  on  the  field,  with 
:two  eaiflsons — one  oi  them  exploded, 


— running  olV  tlieir  guns  by  hand ; 
tlie  tith  Sontli  Carolina,  out  of  315 
present,  lasing  Go — in  part,  by  the 
Hre  of  the  Ut  Kentucky  (Rebel), 
wliich,  mistaking  them  fur  Unionists, 
poured  a  murderous  volley  into  them 
at  forty  yards'  distance.  It  was  a 
foolish  affair  on  the  part  of  Stuart, 
who  was  paljiably  misled  by  the  gas- 
conade of  Kva!!<,  with  regard  1o  his 
meeting  and  beating  mnre  than  four 
to  one  at  Ball".-  Biull".  AViien  he 
found  himself  overmatched,  losing 
heavily,  and  in  danger  of  being  out- 
flanked and  destroved,  the  Rebel 

a.  / 

General  withdrew  rapidly,  but  in 

toleral>lc  order,  from  the  field;  and 
Gen.  McCall,  who  came  up  at  this 

moment,  wisely  decided  not  to  pur- 
sue; since  a  Bebel  force  thrice  his 
own  might  at  any  moment  be  inter- 
]X)sed  between  him  and  his  eamp. 
Each  party  returned  to  its  quarters 
that  night. 

The  victory  of  Dranesville,  unim- 
pwtant  as  it  may  now  seem,  diffused 
an  immense  exliilaration  throughout 
the  Union  ranks.  It  was  a  fitting 
and  conclusive  answer  to  every  open 
assertion  or  wliispered  insinuation 
impeaching  the  courage  or  tlic  steadi- 
ness of  our  raw  Northern  vohinteers. 
The  encounter  was  purely  f(jrluitous, 
at  least  on  our  side;  two  strong  fiir- 
aging  parties,  believed  by  our  men  to 
bo  about  equal  in  numbers,  had  met 
on  fair,  open  ground:  had  fought  a 
brief  but  spirited  duel,  which  liad 
ended  in  the  confessed  defeat  and 
flight  of  the  Ivebels,  whose  loss  was 
at  least  twice  that  they  inflicted  on 
us.  Admit  that  thev  were  but  2,5o0 
to  our  4,000 ;  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, now  nearly  300,000"  strong, 
and  able  to  advance  on  the  enemy 


MoCMIan,  in  Us  delibemtelj  prepared,  loudly  trumpetod,  and  iridftty  olMnlktod  Bopor^ 
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witknot  less  than  150,000  sabers  and 
"bayonets,  oagcrly  awaited  tlie  long- 
cxpefted  permission  to  ])rovc  itself 
but  fairly  re^jresonted  in  that  casuid 
dctiicliiiieut  whicb  Lad  fought  and 
-won  at  Draaesville. 

In  emy  other  quarter,  onr  arms 
were  in  aaoendant  The  blow 
■well  struck  by  Butler  and  Stringbam 
at  Ilatteras,  had  never  been  retaliated. 
ThclveboU''attomi)t  to  cut  oli'Brown's 
reciinent  at  Chicamiconiico  had  re- 
sulted ii\  more  loss  to  them  than  to 
U3.  Du  Pout's  triumph  at  Port  Iloyal 
had  dealt  a  damaging  blow  to  our 
lbe8>  and  inflicted  signal  injury  on 
the  original  plotters  of  treason,  with- 
out loss  to  our  side.  In  West  Vir- 
ginia, the  campaign  was  eloeing  with 
the  prestige  of  t^ucccss  and  superiority 
gilding  our  standards,  and  with  at 
least  nine-tenths  of  the  whole  region 
Bccurely  in  our  hands.  In  Missouri, 
Geu.  Fremont — though  vehemently 
reproached  for  not  advancing  and 
fighting  sooner,  and  though  never 
enjoying  facilities  for  obtaining  arms, 
munitions,  or  any  material  of  war,  at 
all  comparable  to  those  at  all  times 
eagerly  accorded  to  McClellaii — had 
collected,  organized,  armed,  and  pro- 
vided, a  movable  column  of  nearly 
40,000  men,  at  whose  head  he  had 
pushed  Price— one  of  the  very  ablest 
of  the  Bebel  chieftains — to  the  fur- 
thest comer  of  the  State,  and  was  on 
tlie  ])ouit  of  hunting  bim  thence  into 
Arkansas  or  eternity,  when  the  order 
wdiich  deprived  bim  of  his  command 
was  received  at  Springfield  on  the  2d 
of  November.  Yet  then  and  through- 
out the  Winter,  Gen.  McClcllun,  who 


Btatps  tlio  force  mi<ior  his  moro  immediate  com- 
mand on  tlie  1st  of  December — that  is,  the  force 
then  in  the  Federal  Distrioc,  llaryland,  Delaware, 

and  tho  small  patch  of  Kastern  Virginia  onpns'tc 
Waahington  held  b/him— at  196,213;  wberoof 


bad  been  called  to  command  at  "Wash- 
ington on  the  same  day  that  Fremont 
left  New  York  for  St.  Louis,  stood 
coojied  up  and  virtually  besiegi'd  in 
the  defenses  of  Washington,  holding 
barely  groand  enough  in  Virginia  to 
encamp  and  maneuver  his  army; 
while  the  Behels  imxmdentlj  ob- 
structed the  navigation  of  the  lower 
Potomac,  on  one  hand,  by  batteriet 
erected  at  commanding  points  on  the 
Virginia  shore,  while  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Railroad  was  dismantled 
and  obstructed  by  them  at  Harper's 
Ferry  and  further  west  on  tlio  other ; 
leaving  the  city  of  Washington,  as 
well  as  his  vast  army,  dependent  on 
the  single  track  of  the  Branch  Bai^ 
road  for  all  their  subsistence  and  sup- 
])lies,  throughout  the  tedious  Winter 
that  ft>llowed. 

Tho  Confederates  had  not  yet  en- 
forced a  general  Conscrij>tion  ;  and, 
though  volunteering  was  widely  stim- 
ulated by  Police  discipline  and  Lynch 
law,  wh£ie  the  more  ignorant  and  ilt 
informed  young  w<nnen  of  many 
slaveboldini;  localities  were  enven- 
omed  Secessionists,  refusing  to  give 
any  but  the  most  furious  coimto- 
nance  to  young  men  who  hesitated 
to  enlist,  yet  the  white  jiopnlation 
of  the  States  actually  controlled  by 
the  Rebels  was  so  very  far  inferior  ia 
numbers  to  that  of  the  loyal  JNortb 
and  West,  that  the  Rebd  armies 
were  necessarily  and  vastiy  the  lem 
numerous  likewise. 

Gen.  McClellan,  indeed,  appears  to 
have  estimated  their  number.4  in  East- 
ern Virginia  at  150,000;  hut  the  in- 
formation on  which  he  acted  diiiered 


169,152  were  "fit  for  duty."  This  does  not  io- 
elude  Gen.  Wool's  command  at  and  near  Fortrofit 
MottriM.  On  tt»  lit  of  Jnauy  foOoiring;  he 
makes  his  total  tl%in ;  on  the  M  of  Fsbrmtj^ 
222,186. 
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widely  from  that  of  his  subordinates 
who  spent  the  Winter  in  camp  in 
Virginia,  wliile  ho  remained  snugly 
housed  in  Wanliington.  Gen.  WaciA- 
worth,  who  saw  and  (until  forbidden) 
questioned  the  'oontmbaads'  and 
other  deeerters  who  came  within  ma 
fines  from  OenterviUe  and  yicinity 
that  Antnmn  and  Winter,  was  con- 
fident that  60,000  was  the  highest 
number  tliey  ever  had  enfampeil  in 
our  front ;  and  the>e  we  nii^ht  liavc  as- 
saiK'd  at  a  day's  iiotice  with  12(\0(>0; 
and,  by  taking  three  days  for  pre2)ara- 
tion,  with  150,000.    Why  not? 

The  weather  was  magnificent ;  ibe 
Toads  hard  and  dry,  till  tar  into  Win- 
ter. An  artillery  officer  wonderingly 
inquired  :  What  is  such  weathw 
^c^r,  if  not  lighting?" 

The  loyal  masses — awed  by  the  oV 
loquy  heaped  on  those  falsely  accused 
of  liavintj  caused  the  disaster  at  Bull 
Kun  by  their  ignorant  impatience  and 
precipitancy — stood  in  ailent  «cpecta- 
tion.  They  still  kept  raising  regiment 
after  regiment,  battery  uSter  battery, 
and  hurrying  them  forward  to  the  all- 
ingulfiiig  Army  of  the  Potomac,  to 
be  in  time  for  tlie  decided  movement 
that  must  be  just  at  hand — but  the 
torrent  was  there  drowned  in  a  lake 
of  Lethean  stagnation.  First,  we  were 
waitiag  for  Teenforcements— whudi 
was  mast  reasonable;  then,  fat  the 
veqaisite  drilling  and  fitting  for  ser- 
vice— which  was  just  as  helpful  to  the 
Bebels  as  to  ns ;  then,  for  the  leaves 
to  fall — so  as  to  facilitate  military 
TOoviMnonts  in  a  country  so  Avooded 
and  broken  as  Virj^inia;  then,  for  can- 
non— whereof  we  had  already  more 
than  200  first-rate  iield-guns  in  Yir- 
gf nia,  ready  for  instant  service :  and 
■o  the  long,  bright  Antmnn,  and  the 
mAder  but  still  &TQrable  December, 


wore  heavily  away,  and  saw  nothing 
of  moment  attempted.  Even  the 
Kebcl  batteries  obstructing  the  lower 
Potomac  were  not  so  much  as  men- 
aced— the  Navy  laying  tlie  blame  on 
the  Army ;  the  Army  throwing  it 
back  <m  the  Navy— probably  both 
right,  or,  rather,  both  wrong:  but  the 
net  result  was  nothing  done;  until 
the  daily  repetition  of  the  stereotyped 
telegraphic  bulletin,  All  quiet  on 
the  Potomac" — whicli  liad  at  first 
been  received  witli  satisfaction;  after- 
ward with  complatiency  J  at  length 
evoked  a  Ivoad  and  general  roar  of 
disdainful  meniment 

And  so^  Winter  at  last  settled  down 
upon  tiiat  vast,  gallant,  most  esflfect* 
ive  army,  Two  Hundred  Thousand 
strong,  able  and  ready,  on  any  fair 
field,  to  bear  down  at  a  charge  all  the 
Rebels  in  their  trout  witliout  comiiif; 
to  a  stand  ;  yet  lying  thus  beleaguered 
and  paralyzed,  shivering  and  dying  in 
the  tents  to  whidi  they  had  beoi  so 
suddenly  transftrred  fimu  their  com- 
fortable homes — ^not  allowed  to  build 
themselves  huts,  such  as  the  Kebols 
had,  because  that  would  reveal  to  the 
country  the  fact  that  nothing  was  to 
be  attempted  till  Spring  or  later;  ex- 
pecting, hoping  every  day  to  receive 
the  long-awaited  order  to  advance; 
bnt  seeing  night  after  night  dose  in 
without  it;  and  sinking  into  home- 
sickness and  disease,  which  emploj- 
ment  fwbody  and  mind  would  readi- 
ly have  repelled  and  dissipated. 

Is  this  obstinate  fixity,  this  rooted 
neglect  and  waste  of  the  grandest  n\y- 
^'(ortiinities,  explicable  ?  Not  l)y  the 
hypotliesis  of  a  constitutional  aversion 
to  the  shedding  of  blood — that  is,  of 
other  men's— on  the  part  of  onr 
'Toung  Kapoleon;'  for  he  was  at 
that  moment  among  the  most  eager 
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to  have  owr  country  involTecl  in  Rtill 
another  groat  war,  bj  9  refueal,  on 

the  part  of  our  Government,  to  sur- 
render Mason  and  Slidell.  Not  even 
Vullandigliain  was  more  belligerent 
in  iJuU  direction.  Constitutional 
timidity  and  irresolution — an  over- 
vhehning  sense  of  reBponnbility  and 
inadequacy  to  so  stapendonB  a  trust — 
-were  prolmblj  not  without  their  in- 
fluciif-e  in  tlio  premises.  But,  beyond 
and  above  all  the^e,  there  ms  doubt- 
less a  slowly  awakened  ennpeiousness 
that  Slavery  was  tlie  real  assailant  of 
our  National  existenee,  and  that  to 
put  down  the  Rebellion  by  a  potitive, 
determined  exerticoi  of  force,  was  to 
seal  the  doom  of  its  inciting  cause, 
which  had  so  recently  traiuformed 
into  downright  traitors  bo  many  Iiigh 
offlcen  who  onee  lioi\ored  and  loved 
our  Union  and  its  llasr.  It  was  liard 
for  one  who  had  lonj?  been  arguing 
and  voting  that,  in  our  current  j)oli- 
tics,  Slavery  was  not  the  Jiggressor, 
but  the  innocent  victim,  to  unlearn 
this  gross  error  in  a  year ;  and  Gen. 
HcGlellan  is  essentially  slow.  But, 
inthehi^  position  to  which  he  had 
been  so  suddenly  exalted,  it  was  hard 
also  not  to  see  that,  in  order  to  save 
both  Slaverv  and  the  TTnion,  there 
must  be  little  fighting  and  a  i>j)e<'dy 
compromise—  that  lighting  nnist  be 
postponed,  and  put  oil',  and  avoided, 
in  the  hope  that  financial  embarrass- 
ment, a  foreign  war,  or  some  other 
complication,  would  compel  the  mn- 
tual  adoption  of  some  sort  of  Critten- 
den Compromise,  or  kindred  *  adjust- 
ment,' M'herebv  the  Slave  Power 
would  graciously  condescend  to  take 
the  Union  afrtvli  into  its  keeping,  and 
consent  to  a  reunion,  which  would 
be,  in  effect,  an  extension  of  the  em- 
pire of  Jefl^son  Davis  to  the  Canada 


frontier,  and  a  perpetual  interdict  ol 
aU  Anti-Slavery  discussion  and  effort 
throughout  the  Republic.  On  this 
hypothesis,  and  on  this  alone,  Gen. 
McClelliiii's  course  while  in  high 
command,  but  et;]>ecially  during  that 
long  Autumn  and  AV^iuter,  becomes 
coherent  and  comprehensible. 

The  Rebeb,  so  vastly  outnumbered 
and  overmatched  in  every  thing  but 
leadership,  were,  of  course,  too  glad 
to  be  allowed  to  maintiiin  a  virtual 
siege  of  Wadiington,  with  all  but  one 
of  its  lines  of  communication  with  the 
loyal  States  obstructed,  to  make  any 
offensive  movement ;  and  the  only  qa- 
sun  1 1  made  that  Winter  upon  our  Gen> 
cral-in-ChierB  main  position,  was  r^ 
polled  with  prompt,  decided  eneigy. 
The  circumstances  were  as  follows : 

A  portion  of  the  melodious  Hutch- 
inson familv,  having  been  attracted 
to  Washington  by  the  novelty  of  find- 
ing the  public  halls  of  that  city  no 
longer  barricaded  against  the  utter- 
ance of  humane  and  generous  senti- 
mentSy  had  there  aoHeited  <tf  the  8ee- 
retary  of  War  permission  to  visit  th« 
camps  across  the  Potomac,  in  order  to 
bres^  the  monotony  and  cheer  the 
mggedness  of  Winter  with  the  spon- 
taneous, unbought  carol  of  some  of 
their  simple,  heartfelt  songs.  Gen. 
Cameron  gave  their  project  not  mere- 
ly his  cordial  assent,  but  his  emphatic 
commendaiion ;  and,  thus  endorsed, 
they  received  Gen.  HcCflellan's  gra- 
cious permission.  So  they  passed  over 
to  the  camps,  and  were  singing  to  de- 
lighted crowds  of  soldiers,  when  an 
officer's  quick  ear  caught  the  drifl  of 
what  sounded  like  AhoUtion!  Forth- 
with, there  were  commotion,  and  ef- 
fervescence, and  indignation,  rising 
from  circle  to  circle  of  the  militaiy 
anstoeracy,  until  they  reached  tlMi 
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rery  H^ieBt,  drawing  thence  the  fcA- 
l(ndiig  order: . 

**Bif  direction  of  Maj.-Gen.  McClellan^ 
li«  permit  aixm  to  the  Hatchinao'h  Family 
f»  ting  in  the  eampe,  and  their  pan  to  ereea 
the  Potonutr,  are  reeled,  and  tfiejf  wUl  net 

alloirfd  to  nng  to  the  troop*.'''' 

As  the  then  freshly  uttered  stanzas 
of  John  G.  WunriEB,  wliich  thus 
eaused  the  peremptory,  ignominious 
•uppreBsioii  and  ezpi:d8ioii  of  the 
HutdiinsoiiB,  are  of  thenuelTea  a 
memorable  and  Btirring  portion  of 
tiie  hiatoiy  of  onr  time,  thej  may  fit- 
ly— as  they  will  most  wortliily — doee 
Ibis  volume : 

"EOr  FESTB  B(7RG  1ST  UXSEB  QOIT."" 

(Lntht  r's  Hymn  ) 

Wk  w'uit  boneatli  tbo  furnace-blast 

The  paogs  of  tmuformatfon ; 
Hot  painhMdj  doth  God  reoait 

And  mold  nntMv  the  naUoD. 
Hot  burns  the  firo 
Where  "wrongs  expire ; 
Kor  spares  the  hand 

That  from  tho  land 
Uproots  tho  ancient  evil. 

The  hand-breadth  cloud  tho  sages  lisand 

Its  bluod/  rain  is  dropping ; 
91m  pdaon-plani  tha  ftlihen  sputed 
All  else  18  overtopping. 
East,  "West.  South,  Korfeht 
It  curses  earth ; 
All  Justice  dlea, 
And  frand  and  lies 
liTo  only  in  its  shadow. 

▼hat  pivcs  tlio  wlieat-ftcld  bl.-ides  of  iteelf 

What  points  the  rebel  cannon  ? 
What  sets  the  roaring  rabble's  heel 
On  th'  old  star-spangled  poqiumt 
What  breaks  the  oath 
Ofth' men  o' til' South? 
What  vheto  the  knife 
For  the  Unton*e  tifef- 
Hark  to  the  answer;  fiMTxarl 

TLen  waste  no  blows  on  leeier  Ibei^ 

In  strife  unworthy  freemen  t 
Sod  lifts  to-day  tho  vail,  and  shows 

The  ftatnm  of  the  demon  I 


O  North  end  Sooth, 

lu  victiuifi  both, 
Can  yo  not  cry, 
"Let  Slavery  die r* 
And  Union  find  in  Freedomt 

What  though  tho  cast-out  spirit  tear 

The  nation  in  his  going  ? 
We,  who  have  ^linrcd  the  gnilt,  most  dttre 
Tbo  pang  of  liis  o'crthrowingt 
Whatever  the  loss, 
WbateVthe 
Shall  they  eomplain 

Of  present  pain 
Who  trust  in  God's  licreafler? 

For  who  tliat  leans  on  His  right  am 

Was  over  yet  forsaken} 
What  righteous  oanse  can  sofEbr  hana 
If  lie  its  part  has  takent 
Thotiirh  wild  and  loud 
And  dark  tho  cloud. 
Behind  its  folds 
His  hand  Q|iholda 
The  cahn  sky  of  To-¥orn>wl 

Above  the  tnadd'ning  cry  for  blood. 

Above  tho  wild  war-drumming, 
I«t  Freedom's  voice  be  heard,  with  good 
The  evil  oyereomhig. 
Give  prayer  and  parse 
To  stay  the  Cnrso 
Whose  wrong  we  shar^ 
Whose  aharae  we  bear. 
Whose  end  shall  gladden  Heaveal 

In  vain  the  hdls  of  war  shaD  ring 

Of  triumphs  and  revenges, 
While  still  is  spared  the  evil  thing 
That  severs  and  estranges. 

But  blest  the  ear 

That  yet  shall  hear 

The  jubilant  boll 

That  rings  the  knell 
Of  Slavery  foreTer  I 

Then  let  the  selfish  lip  be  dumb, 
And  hushed  the  breath  of  riglung; 

Before  the  joy  of  i)eaco  mQstoome 
Tho  pains  of  purifying. 
God  give  us  grace, 
Zaoh  in  his  plaoe, 

To  bear  liis  lot. 
And,  murmuring  not, 
Endure  and  wait  and  labor  1 


"  '  Our  God  is  a  strong  fortress,'  (or  castla} 


ADDITIONAL  NOTES. 


It  is  stated  on  pago  119  tliat  "the  Synod  of 
Kentoclcj  adopted  a  report  oa  Sloreiy  which 

condeninotl  slavchoUliug  broadly  and  thorough- 
ly," etc.  That  statoiiicnt  (5  not  literally  accurate. 
The  Synod  mot  at  I>auviIlo,  in  the  Autumn  of 
1836,  and  app(^itcd  a  Committeo  of  ton — five 
minister.-?  and  five  eMors — who  were  instructed 
to  "digest  and  prcparu  a  plua  for  the  moral  and 
nligioufl  inatmction  of  our  slavos,  and  for  their 
future  cniaiu'ipatioii,"  civ.  Tho  Committeo  did 
its  duty  f.;ithfnlly,  and  the  report  in  due  timo 
ap[>earu(i — ita  cliaroctcr  being  sudi  as  is  hidicited 
hi  the  text  Tlio  result  vroa  duly  Bubmittod  to 
tho  Synod  at  its  next  mcotin:.'.  nt  Bardstown,  in 
1836;  but  no  action  wai  takoti  tliereon,  beyond 
noting  on  tho  Synod's  records  the  reeeptkn  of 
tho  report,  which  had  in  amimo  been  printed, 
and  had  oxottod  eouo  fucUug  among  the  slavc- 
holdfirB. 

IL 

Tho  ptateracnt  on  page  120,  respecting  tho 
attitude  of  the  New  School  Presbyterian  Church 
toward  Slavory,  is  Iteld  by  membars  of  that 
Cliurch  to  rcq  iiro  quali Pica: ion,  in  view  of  ita 
moro  recent  action  on  Uie  subject.  The  mato- 
rfad  Acts  are  as  fbllows: 

At  the  session  of  tlio  Qenend  Assembly  at 
Clovc'lanci,  Ohio,  for  ls."i7,  a  report  on  Slavery 
of  the  Committee  ou  IhlU  and  Overtures,  after 
hsThif  been  debated  with  great  aohnatioii  for 
tho  Iwitor  part  of  a  w^f^';,  wa*i  finally  adopted 
(June  'id),  by  the  decisive  nuyority  of  169  yeas 
to  26  nays.  This  report  is  largely  dsTOted  to  a 
redtal  of  the  formor  teethnonies  of  tho  Presby- 
terian Church  on  the  general  subject,  and  i.s 
leveled  at  the  new  Southern  doctrine  that  Sla- 
Tery  is  essentially  beaefloent  and  just  s  doc- 
trine notoriously  at  variam.-c  with  that  originally 
maintained  by  this  Clmrdi.    Ttte  Iteport  aays : 

"We  sre  especially  pained  bjthe  (bet  Uiat 
tli  •  Pn  «bytcry  of  Le.\i:i^'t<>ii,  .South,  have  piven 
oQjc;al  notice  to  u.-i  that,  a  number  of  mini.sters 
and  ndiuj^  elders,  an  well  as  many  clmrch-mem- 
berst  in  their  oonneciiou,  hold  slaves  'from 
principle'  and  'of  choiosi*  ^believbig  it  to  be, 
accordin:.:  to  thtt  BiUc,  rig'it,'  and  have,  without 
any  <iu  il:iyit4j^  explanation,  a.'^dumed  the  respon- 
Bibility  of  .sustaining  hucIi  ministers,  eldtir.s,  and 
churcb-mcmbers,  iu  tlieir  position.  We  deem  it 
onr  duty,  in  the  exercise  of  our  oonsUtutional 
authority,  'to  }x>ar  testimony  agair-t  error  in 
doctrine,  or  iniiuorality  in  practice,  in  any  olairch, 
PruMbyicry,  or  Synod,"  lo  (l<sii|>iiruvt'  and  ear- 
nestly condemn  the  position  which  has  been  thus 
aasomed  brtho  Pre^ytery  of  Lexington,  South, 
ss  one  which  is  oppoeed  to  the  established  oonr 


vlotions  (if  the  Prcsbylorian  Chureh,  tmd  mnst 
operate  to  mar  its  peace  and  Kcriinu-ly  hinder  its 
prosperity,  as  well  as  bring  reproaeli  on  our  holy 
religion;  and  we  do  hereby  call>jon  tho  Tresby" 
tery  to  review  and  rectify  their  posittoTt.  Sudh 
doctrine  and  pmctiee  cannot  bo  permanently 
tolerated  in  Uio  Presbyterian  Cluin-'i.  May  they 
ppccilily  melt  away  under  tho  illunitnaling  and 
mellowing  influenoa  of  tlio  Oospd  and  grace  of 
Qod  our  Savtonr! 

'■  Wo  do  not,  indeed,  ]irono«nco  a  rontcnco  of 
indiscriminate  cfjndemn.it ion  n-»on  o:ir  breth- 
ren who  are.  unfortunately,  coutu  i  ted  v  illi  tho 
system  of  Slavery.  Wo  tenderly  sympathise 
with  all  those  who  deploro  the  evil,  and 
honcptly  doinfc  all  in  tVi-ir  pnwerfor  the  present 
well-being  of  their  l1:;vls,  and  for  tlicir  com- 
plete onianeip.'itii  ii.  Wc  v.'oi:M  ;  M,  and  not 
embarrass,  such  brethren.  And  yet.  in  tlic  lan- 
guage of  the  General  Assembly  of  i  s  18,  we 
wncM  'earnestly  warn  them  aprainst  unduly  ex- 
teutling  the  ]>l(i.i  nf  nowssity ;  n^rain.'-l  making 
it  a  cover  for  the  love  and  pn)ct:eo  of  L>lavery, 
or  a  pretense  for  not  using  eflorts  tlmt  are  law* 
ful  and  praotiosbto  to  axtinguish  this  eviL' " 

Upon  the  announcement  of  this  vote,  Rev. 
James  G.  Hamoer,  of  tho  Synod  of  Virgiui% 
presented  the  protest  of  twenty-two  Southern 
members  of  the  Assauibly  agsinst  this  dootrina 
of  tlio  Report,  saying : 

"  Wo  protest — Hecauso,  while  pa.^t  General 
Assemblies  have  nsf<crted  lliat  the  system  of 
Slavery  is  wrong,  they  liave  heretofore  affirmed 
that  the  shivehiMier  was  so  controlled  by  State 
laws.  obli|7ation.^  of  pna^^iaIl^';il\  rud  humanity, 
that  he  wa.s,  as  thu.s  »itna(e<l,  wiiimut  censure 
or  odium  as  the  master.  This  averment  in  tho 
testimony  of  past  Assemblies  has  so  far  satis- 
fied the  South,  as  to  make  it  nnnecesMiy  to  do 
moro  than  protest  against  tho  mero  anti'SiBVeiJ 
jiart  of  sueh  testimony. 

"We  jjrotest,  then,  now,  Tliat  tho  ]>reseiltaol 
of  tlio  Aasemb^  is  such  an  aaaertion,  without 
Buthority  from  the  word  of  God,  or  the  orgsnio 
law  of  the  Presbyterian  body. 

"  We  protest  that  sueh  action  i.>?,  nnder  pre- 
sent emiditions,  the  virtual  ex.-^eindin.;  of  the 
South,  whatever  bo  the  motives  of  those  who 
vote  the  deed. 

"Wc  protest,  that  such  indirect  CTci.sion  Is 
unrigliteouH,  oppressive,  uncalled  for — tho  ox- 
erei.se  of  usurped  power — <leH)ruelive  of  tlio 
unity  of  the  Church — hurtfid  to  tlio  North  and 
the  South— «nti  adding  to  the  peril  of  the  Uolott 
of  these  I'nited  States.'' 

From  the  date  of  this  action — wliich  Eocms  to 
have  been  but  a  ftiore  explicit  reifflrmanoe  of 
the  older  testimonies  of  the  Church  against  Sla- 
very, and  to  have  stopped  far  short  of  declaring 
tJaveholding  inconsistent  with  tho  Ohristiait 
character — tho  New  School  Presbyterian  Ohtudl 
had  hardly  a  foothold  in  the  Slave  Stafean 
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na  JOtniif  J&WRM^  Jbumol  of  May  20th,  1861, 
oomioentiDg  on  a  rery  abusive  attack  on  Gov. 
Seward,  in  a  then  recent  Richmond  Whig,  witli 
regard  to'  his  osauraaces  to  or  through  Judge 
OftupbeU,  reqMMitiiig  Voti  Sumter,  mjs: 

"  If  tlio  Secretary  of  St-ato  were  at  liberty  to 
reply  to  ox-Judgo  Campbell,  revealing  liU  that 
funenfl  between  them  on  sereral  oocaaioDs,  not 
onlly  no  {oq>utation  of  inmnoeritgr  would  rest 
upon  the  Secretary,  but  the  fttcti  would  seriously  [ 
nirect  .TikIj^o  Cataplx-irs  well-established  reputa- 
tion for  (-.inilor  and  frankness.  These  revela- 
tions w  onlil  furnish  no  evidence  of  either  tlie 
'iUsehood'  or  'duplicity'  of  Governor  Seward; 
for  there  was  nothing  of  eithw  In  hii  conTer- 
aations. 

"  We  violate  no  coniidenco  in  saying  tltat  J udgc 
Campbell  balanced  long  between  Loyulir  and 
Secession ;  the  preponderance,  up  to  a  late  day, 
being  in  faTor  of  the  Union.  If  he  at  any  time 
looked  wit!i  ftvor  or  satisfaction  upon  fv-cession, 
he  was  much  and  geuorally  misundi-rstood.  If 
ho  did  not  serioualy  coutemplatf  reiuaining  in 
the  Union  and  upon  the  Bench,  he  waa  misun- 
denrtood.  If,  during  that  period  of  mental  trial, 
he  was  nctinu'  in  h  irmoiiy  with  tho  loadiiifj  ene- 
mies of  the  l  uiun.  lio  was  grossly  niisundersuwd. 

"That  Gov.  Seward  conversed  freely  with 
Judge  Campbell,  we  do.  not  deny;  nor  do  wo 
doubt,  tlmt,  In  those  conTewationa,  at  one  period, 
ho  intimate<l  that  Fori  Smiitor  would  lie  cvac:tat- 
od.  Ho  ceriaiuly  LK.'liovLMi  Ko ;  founding  hi.s  (»i)iiiion 
upon  a  knt)wledge  of  Gen.  .-^(xitt's  recommenda- 
tion. Subsequent^,  the  President  deemed  it  hu 
dttljr  to  anthorlae  an  eflbrt  to  re^nforoe  and  pro- 
Tittbnthat  fortres.'^.  We  do  not  know  wliother 
Got.  Seward  met  Judge  Campljc'll  after  that 
change  of  purpose ;  but  he  was  not  at  hberty,  if 
they  did  meet,  to  reveal  what  was  so  well  kept. 

'*But|  whatever  Oor.  Seward  said  or  intimated 
to  Judge  OMnpbeli,  was  tnie  at  the  tine  it  was 
said. 

"  Tliat  Judge  Campbell  reported  to  the  Confede- 
i»te  President  half  that  he  said  or  intimated,  is 
SMNrethan  doabtftd.*' 

ir. 

The  Btaf"mont  on  pages  440-50,  that  tho 
Vaginal  attack  on  Fort  Sumter  was  impelled  by 
•  stringent,  unperatiTe  poUtaoal  neosssity-^that 
hostilities  were  immguralod,  to  prevent  tlio  vXa^ 
Inevitable  crumbling  away  and  utter  collapse  of 
the  Confederacy— has  noatvad  addttloDal  eon*  I 
Innatioa  shice  that  portioii  of  this  work  was 
stereotype*!,  through  an  averment  of  Hon.  .lore. 
Clemens,  late  U.  S.  Senator  from  Alabama,  who, 
ia  a  Union  meeting  held  ai  the  dty  of  Itis  rest* 
dence.  Huntsville,  Ala,  March  1.*?,  1861,  ?aid: 

"Before  I  dedara  this  meeting  adjourned,  I 
wish  to  state  a  fact  in  rdation  to  the  commence- 
ment of  tho  war:  Pomo  time  after  the  ordi- 
nance of  Soccf  sion  was  [la-^'sed,  I  was  in  Mont- 
gomery, and  called  upun  I'n  sidcnt  T>. wko 
was  in  thst  city.  Davis,  Memmioger,  the  Secre* 
tii][erWar,  CHkintat)  the  niembsr.froai  Lowndes 
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County,  and  several  others,  were  present.  As  I 
entered,  the  conversation  ceased,  ntey  wero 

evidently  di.^cussing  tho  propriety  of  (iriu^j  i:pon 
Fort  Sumter.  Two  or  three  pf  tlu^iu  withdrew 
to  a  comer  of  tlio  room;  and  I  heard  Gilchrist 
say  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  '  It  must  bt  dam, 
Jmofl  tmmOHttm,  and  AUbamaslafg  m  the  UiUoit. 
You  tnu*/  sprinkle  U'xxl  in  thr  far^s  f>f  tht ptOj^t^^ 
.  The  Se<a\»tary  of  War  in  question  was  ICr. 
Leroy  Pope  Waliter,  also  a  dtlaen  of  HwitsvlUs^ 
wlio  made,  the  oveoing  after  Fori  Sumior'  ^  snr* 
render,  a  public  proclamation  that  tho  llebels 
would  have  possession  of  Wasliington  City  within 
a  month.  He  was  an  original  Seoessionist ;  while 
SfMKitor  Cloniens,  with  most  of  the  people  of  their 
county  ^Madison),  dung  to  tho  Union,  so  long  as 
they  could  with  aaftty.  That  Mr.  demons  hat 
fabricated  such  a  ptatcment  with  regard  to  two 
of  his  neighbors,  by  whom  it  might  bo  easily  be 
refuted,  if  untrue,  will  hardly  be  suggested. 

V. 

That  iSt»  sposdy  capture  and  oceiipafI<m  of 

"Wasliington  by  the  Confeder-atcs  were  confi- 
dently anticipated  by  their  chiefs,  as  among  tho 
earliest  and  most  inevitable  results  of  the  War 
they  were  inaugurating,  Iias,  porliai'S  l>i-en  suffi- 
ciently o.^tablishcd  in  due  course;  li\it,  .vinco  the 
Qovernors  of  Virginia,  North  t  iaroUua,  Kentucky, 
Tennessee^  and  Missouri,  with  others^  boldly 
and  broadly  charged  Preadeat  Liucoln  with 
wantonly  inaugurating  dnl  war,  by  his  Proclsr 
mation  calling  out  75,000  militia  Ibr  the  d^nse 
of  the  Federal  metropolis,  it  may  be  proper  to 
accumulate  ovideufo  on  this  head.  Here  is  wliat 
Wm.  11.  KusaeU,  Tlte  Ttmes's  correspoudeut,  who 
was  in  tho  Smith  when  Sumter  was  reduced,  i«> 
cords  in  his  '  Diary,'  under  tho  date  of  A[»r;l  20tli, 
1861,  just  after  dining  at  Charleston  with  W. 
It  Treaoott,  W.  Fordwr  Uiles,  Got.  Kanninft 
and  olbsr  phmoen  of  IHsn^: 

"  Tho  Secessioiii  'H  arc  in  groat  delight  over 
Gov.  Letcher's  priK-laoiation,  cdliug  out  troops 
and  volunteers;  and  it  is  hiniod  thai  W'l-King- 
ton  toiU  be  aUtMdced,  and  Uie  nat  of  Black  Hepnih 
Uam  vermin,  vMch  hamU  the  capital^  be  4ntm 

TI. 

It  is  stated  on  page  348,  that  the  North  Caro> 
lina  Convention,  which  ultimately  pas.He<l  an 
OrdinoQco  of  SocossioUi  was  the  t^utie  which  the 
people  of  that  State  or^^inalljr  elected  to  keep  her 
in  the  Union,  and  decided  shnr.l.l  nut  meet.  The 
fact  appears  to  havo  been  otherwise — ^tlwt  tbs 
OooTentbm  which  did  the  deed  was  a  new  one^ 
elected  just  after  the  reduction  of  Fort  Sumter, 
and  under  the  p  i]>ular  onviclion  that  Mr.  Lm. 
cola  was  waging  uu  unprovoked  war  ou  '  the 
South.' 
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Abaco,  Tlio  Island  of;  nCj  5M. 
Aboutiomsts,  Couvention  of  in  1823-4,  113; 

Irrcvi  nut  aii<l  '  inflili'l'  icDiK  iicii-s      121;  Ibejr  oppose 

Clay  for  Pri-»i<ltnt  In  1S44,  IfijL 

Abolitiox  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  The,  Ui!L 
Aboruhsbs,  The,  Enslavement  of,  '21;  do.  bj 

the  i'uriiaiitt,  ^ 
AcAi»EMU.i*.  etc.,  nnmlwrof,  by  the  8th  Ccnaua,  2iL 
Aua\:k,  Ciiahu«s  Fiun'CIS,  nuniinateU  for  Yice- 

Pn-sldonl  l>.v  tho  •  Fnf  sollers,'  12L 

Ajiams,  Kx-Cov.,  one  of  SouUi  Carolina's  Com- 

rnbsioncru  to  \Va»!ilii;xton,  41 1. 
Adams,  Gur>:x,  of  Kcuiucky,  12A. 
AuAMS,  John*,  allusion  to,  33^  35j  42j  letter 

froiiu  to  i;<>bL  O.  Kvall^  fiL:  ielU>r  to  .Icffvraon  on  the 
Mliuouri  Kistrii-tion.  Mt;  si;  lioconu-*  IVfsUlfDt  In 
8^  h\»  Tn-aty  m  IiU  the  ludUn*  in  IT9?,  iiti. 

Adams,  Junv  Q;:ixcy,  his  firm  stand  in  behalf 
of  tlui  (^•'inria  Imllana,  liic3;  attempts  to  purchiiM 
TfXiUi,  lA'J:  unlica  In  an  antl-Annexatl<m  AdJ^l•ll^ 
l.'^;  allTitFin  in.  :*.ts;  jjOt);  favors  tho  Paaama  Cou- 
gn-&a,  StJT-ti; 

ADAJia,  SaMLKL,  12. 

Ai>nvi\,  liAitxEr      of  N.  J.,  Resolution,  374. 
AoKicui.Ti  RE,  1:);  20-1 1 ;  statiHtics  of  by  t^th 
I'.  ^.  I'l'ifiiA,  ti;  valuo  of  ImpleiiiLUis  of,  l>jr  ilu.,  23. 

AiKKX,  William,  (Uov.)  of  ti.  2tl. 

AiKKN",  ir.  is.  t.'LTi  KiL,  siirriudcrcd  to  tlio  tk)utli 
Carolii.Uass  4Ui_j  iv.iii|H.-ni»  ;u«  tUo  IVtri-l.  2iiiL 

Alabama,  1-;'.;  Li-^fi.'^luturo  of  favors  Annexa- 
tion, !.'-> :  tho  '  I'liliiii  pttriy  triumph  in.  gil ;  Lotflsla- 
tivo  it'.Flrui'lloii.'t  to  her  ili'l<'ir.tt4-!>  lo  llic  I>vtii<Kralic 
National  I  'luv.  titlon.  81'2-ia;  ^t:U«■lllc■nt  ainl  wUhdraw- 
•1  of  the  drii  jTuiiou.  »l.'i-14:  M-crMion  iiirf  ting  in.  ma): 
ht-r  Ciiaiuidsr-iiiiiiT  iit~ir<rs<iuth  I'untliiia  ('o!ivcnil4in. 
844  ;  <Ktv<-rii<ir  of.  M-nd»  a  <ii.tpatrh  to  thf  (.'Hinventiun, 
&(•*>;  £>•'<■!  >>.liin  I'f,  and  vnie  thrreon.  'H-IT;  poniiltttlnn  in 
l^«o.  ;  "  |)or!arvtlon  ".f  (.'iiiisps"  at  M')lilU-,  ».V>;  of-. 
ti-r»  V(»Uint«H  r»  to  South  Candlna,  410;  »uizurv<  of  tVd- 
eral  pmiH  rty  In,  41".i;  surrvndur  of  the  U.  6.  cuttt.T 
Ca»»  to,  ili 

Alabama.  The  IVivate4>r,  ia  fitted  out  at  Liver- 

p4Kd,  for  IlelR'l  scrvict',  SiSL 
Aiauo,  The,  battle  of,  1  .'>0- 
AiJiA.VY,  N.  Y.,  '  Peace'  Convention  at,  3a<U<>fl 

AOtnny  vlry/f,  Tlti%  editorial  of,  Bympathizin^^ 
wiihand  jti-'tllyin::  'lti«  Suutb.'  8t>3 ;  a;nl'niit  'cuirclun,' 
30'*>;  oil  tin:  l'ri'5iilcnt's  rail  for  t£uii{>*,  45(»-T. 

Ailt  ih'j  Er  niii'j  Journal,  Tlie,  editorial  of^  in  fa- 
vor ofCmi  illiillon,'  8(i>»  fil ;  riution  fm:ii,  03!!. 

Al.i:xANJ)i':R  i.  cf  Ri:8Bia,  arbitrates  between 
Grt-ut  ilriiain  :in<l  llio  I'liltcd  Stati  N  I Td. 

Alkxaniiuia.  Va.,  originally  included  fn  tho 

Dlstrirt  tif  <  oliiuiliia.  14^:  n-taWi-n  by  iriiionisia,  ISSlL 

Alien'  and  Skdition  Laws,  h-.'-3  ;  nre  denounced 
by  JfrtcriMin.  in  his  "  IJ»»idiition»  <.f  "ith,"  &4. 

Au.EiiiiA\T  .SfMMiT,  Va.,  battle  at,  627. 

Allkstowx,  Pa.,  militarv  orffanizallon  at,  in 
18«a,  for  dcU'iue  of  '  ikiutherii  Bights,'  884 


Alton,  111.,  Lovkjot's  speech  at  the  Court  TToust 

of,  1!>S;  Kederal  pn>p».Tty  taken  thither  fVtiU)  !>L  Louis, 
ittl    S-c  LovEJoT,  ami  TA*      /.oui«  t>b»err<r. 
AMKRICAN  COLOXI/jmON  SOCIBTY,  Tiie,  13. 

AuERiCA.v  Society  for  promoting  National  Uni- 
ty, The,  4S9j  pro^iimo  ol^4^(Ma 

Anderson,  Uxj.  IIobert,  evacuates  Fort  Moid- 
trie  and  oecuples  Fort  Sumtrr,  407- >;  77k*  ChiirltMon 
Courier  aocuAra  hitn  ii£  coiiiuienclag  civil  war,  40j; 
attutnpl  lo  rvlieve  hlin  by  thu  Siiir  of  iliu  Went,  412: 
coufvrs  with  CoL  I.Aiiion,  44.!:  U  notilW  ttwi  hp  will 
bo  attackt^d,  443:  surrtndcrsTEo  forL  44S :  bio  report  to 
the  Secretary  of  War.  449:  is  in  comiiiand  in  Kentucky ; 
solicits  rev  D  force  UK- Dts  fn)Ui  Krenionl,  t^^7;  Cl'J;  &LL 

Anderson,  Uiciiard  C,  of  Ky.,  appointedto  at- 
tend thu  Paoauia  ConKruM,  ift^U. 

Andrew,  Gov.  John  A.,  of  Mass.,  a  delegate 
to  the  C'hicaso  Convention,  8'Jl ;  his  correepondcttc* 
with  Mayor  Brown,  of  llaltitnore,  4f..Vft. 

Akdrkws,  T.  A.,  of  Phila.,  letter  refusing  tho  use 

of  hilt  hall  to  (ieorgo  W.  Curtis,  aiiL 

Annapolis,  .Md.,  landing  of  Gen.  Butler  at,  1£2. 
Anthoxy,  Uesry  B.,  of  R.  I^his  Hpeteli  on  the 

crislN  as  1-2;  allusion  to,  HM. 
AiKUiY,  a  fugitive  slave  in  California,  21S. 
Arista,  Gen.,  defeated  at  Palo  Alio.  1H7. 
Arkansas,  U'gislativo  criflavement  of  free  ne-' 

f^iws  in,  73^  withdraws  f.xm  tlie  l>tfniocrutlc  National 
Convention.  !Uo:  Uli  :  iu't->  vslon  of.  ami  V4ite  tlitre<in, 
ail ;  populuiiiin  In  1  -CH.  U^l :  pnijrres*  of  weeMioo  In; 
Co:ivetiIt(>n  viiti-s  not  to  »ei\  <{e,  4v;:  Ordinitnee  of  ct-- 
crseion  |m.'tA<-i|;  ||ii-  nature  of  Iter  tenure  to  her  Hill; 
action  of  the  'cons»  rv4tiv>  seiinru  of  Fort  Siiilib, 

A^- :  testiiiKinyof  UeD.  tianti  in  n'gard  to  I'nton  sentt- 
luriit  in,  iillL. 

Arkansas  Territory,  organization  of,  Toj  108. 
ARMSTRdNO,  Commander,  orders  iho  surrender 

of  the  IVnsacoia  forts,  4HL 

AiniisoN,  David  K.,  his  advioo  to  tho  Border 
LutlUns  Ji7 :  sumnimU  Fjiwrcm-e  with  an  army  of 
JUIlTUMiurianN  'J >.i ;  244 ;  'JmI  :  defeats  a  Miiall  l^nion 
firce  In  Norilietn  MiNiuuirl,  .Vt. 

Atiikrton,  Charles  <;.,  of  N'.  ILj  offers  resolu- 
tions to  n-jcct  iH-clcions  for  iho  abolition  of  Slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia.  H\ 

Atlantic  States,  Tho,  poverty  of  at  close  of 
KeTolntion,  l»i  ob«f,v:Ics  to  trau^ixirtation  in.  ISL 

Acoqey,  Rev.  John  A.,  of  Mi:^s.,  refereuco  to, 

Z'M;  extract  fi-otii  bis  "Iri>n  Fiimjce,"*  ilL 
AuocsTA,  Ga.,  seizure  of  tho  Federal  Arsenal, 

41 1 ;  A  letter  from.  In  t«»tiuiony  of  the  oouuiion  usv  of 

dca-IIy  weaiHiDS  by  th«  SouthroUA.  .VjO. 
Augv^ta  ((ia.)  Chrofticle,  TA*,  extract  from.  123; 

rltnlion  fW>ni.  "Death  to  tho  Abolitionist,"  UtU  ciU- 

tl<in  froitu  847. 
.Vl  STIN,  MOSKS,  148. 

AisTis,  Stephen      148 ;  ISO- 

AvERT,  William  W.,  of  N.  C,  278  ;  his  resolves 

la  the  Dcinm-ratlc  National  ConTeotioo,  809-10 ;  bis 
•I>eceh  thcrv,  811 ;  8IS. 

Avis,  ('apt.  John,  referred  to  in  one  of  John 
Brown's  lotton.  '^96;  his  trvatmrnt  of  old  Brown,  25». 
AYUB8,  CaPL,  engaged  at  ISUckburu's  i-'uni,  ^LilL 
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B. 

BADOEn,  Oeorob  R,  of  N.  C,  wants  liberty  to 

U'<e  bis  "oM  inaininy"lo  Kansis,  231;  Hi. 
B  vKau,  Cou  KuwARD  D.,  412 :  re(?nforco8  Col. 

I)  >vi*n<  nt  lUll'H  Blua;C^  his  death. frJ3:  onlorsfroin 

(>  -n.  Stone  to,  Oii. 
B^^'juv.  Aut'liuu  P.,  of  Ala.,  on  .\nncxation,  17 1. 
Bvii.CY,   CioDARD,  an  aix-ouDt  of  iiu  defalca- 

tlorift  rtt  Wiuhltigton,  41(M1. 
B  vunviN-,  RiXiKK  S.,  of  «^)nn.,  397j  30S ;  4fLL 
Baldwin,  Hbxry,  of  Pa.,  liis  vote  on  the  Mis- 

Ballou,  Majur,  killed  at  Dull  Run,  545 ;  512L 
Bai  I  's  HU  FP,  Uatlie  of,  ILil  to  624;  bravery  of 

BA(<rtM<)i(K.  Di-ra.  Convention  of  18-ti  at.  IGt; 
(!.»iv.  ntloM  of  IsiSau  191;  ( '»nv(>ntlon«  at,  tn  iVni. 
Wiii,'  Coiisfriiiiiu  of  l->.VittL  •J47:  S««5ff|.  r«"  nml 
Ldw  C  iiivfiitionn  ni.  aiT-H;  oihi-rl'-onruntlonj  nt, 
8H-I!) ;  4  H :  lill ;  Pn-aiil  •iil  Lincoln  *  [m-uiairt*  tlinnich. 
4il  '■  4j1  ;  S,-i'i-i«loii  iiir.'tlii:{  at,  nil •-  the  in->!>l>iiie  of 
till'  Kil  l  Tal  (roo|i!t.  4i>i-4  i  s-vji  ITtiion  mi-i'tin/  at. 
471 ;  «len.  ItiuU  r  uike*  t>osv-j.si»n  of.  471 ;  4Ti:  .V-is-D. 
SUi  ii>^e  K'-'fumT,  Tlf,  endeavors  to  indto  a 

in  lb  nzAlnst  I'rrt'dent  l.inoiln.  ^'jil. 
Jii'tiifi'tn  /I  publ'r  ui.  Tite,  121L 
Bi'.i:  <i'jr;  San,  Tin',  Xlh. 

Jiiij'r  Ui\-m,  The,  fiUtion  from,  392;  on  tlio 

lV.'slilcnl'«  call  fiir  troops.  4&0l 
Bask-h,  Wen*.  N.  P.,  elected  Sppakor,  241 ;  suc- 

c«  ..U  Ot-n.  P.»a«  n»on,         6 JO;  at  Ball's  BlinOil 

BAi'J  ists,  The,  and  Slavery,  LIS  to  liL 
Bvuaji'yi.  jAMrs,  1T6- 

Bar3        PiiiMP  P ,  of  Va.,  his  remarks  on  the 

Mi^s  lurl  <iiii>9tloii.  lUL 

BAii3.>rKsviLLE,  Kv.,  captured  by  Zollicoffer,  614. 
Bvftirti;RSVir,t.B,  Va.,  c.iptured  by  G«n.  Cox.  524. 
Barusr,  TiiO!!.  W.,  sliot  dead  in  Kansas,  212. 

BlKivKK,  CiEOROB  P,  16C. 

B\ lis  IV KM.,  R.  W.,  of  S.  C,  a  Commia-sioner  to 

W.M'iiriKton,  IIL 
BiKUNUBK.  Das'IBL  M.,  of  N.  C,  in  the  'Peace 

C  taftirciiCf,"  401. 
Barron',  Com.      surrenders  at  Ilatteras,  fifto 
Bahidw,    Wasutntj rox.  Conitniisiouor  to  the 

C:>:ireiU"riMTy  from  Gov.  ILirris,  4-l-i. 

Barry.  Major,  ou  tlio  battle  of  Bull  Run,  545. 

Barry,  Mr.,  of  Mis.s ,  withdraws  from  the  Dom. 
C>inrratlon  at  CharK-stnn,  Jili. 

BARrow,  Gg.v.,  kUledat  bull  Ran,  543;  ^ 

Batsh,  Edward,  of  Mo.,  247 ;  in  tlio  Cliica^ 
C'»nvenlion.  Hit :  in  I'resldi-nt  Lincoln's  i'aMnpt,  iii 

BAroM  ROL'OK,  La.,  ArHenal  seized  at,  412  ;  490. 

Bayard,  Jauks  A.,  (father,)  107. 

B^YAKD,  .Tamr8  a.,  (son,)  .'US ;  preside.?  at  the 
8flc*n1er»'  Convention,  31",  on  Soct-ssiioM,  aiti;  4:^7;  l&L. 

BaiUKORT,  S.  C,  captured  by  Federals,  00.>. 

BKAURRiiiRD,  (Jbv.  G.  P.  T.,  442 ;  demands  the 
surren'lor  of  Fort  HuiAtc-r,  443 :  prorlamatinn  by.  .W : 
oMiiin  inJa  iho  U<.>Wli  at  Hull  Run,  his  umcUl 
rf|»orl.  an  to  .MO;  JiiL 

BEviKwirii,  Major,  at  T/ixingtou,  Mo.,  fi.S.S. 

Bedford,  Pa.,  fugitive-slave  arrests  near.  2 1  iV 

hEB,  Gkm  ,  (Rebtsl,)  killed  at  Bull  Run.  :.i:t ;  545, 

Bei.l,,  Joii.v,  his  election  to  Congress,  in  1827, 
aiiloj  bv  ncifnt  votca,  \''J\  Ii'i7:  nominated  fur  Prcsl- 
dont,  31I>:  ail;  A>i;  iot*  cant  for  hlin  In  Ky,  491 

Bell,  .lasiifA  V ,  of  Ky.,  -i-ts. 

Belmont,  Mo.,  battle  of,  ftM.  to  597 ;  Tke  Chicago 
Joitrnal  *  rt-nort,  MVC;  other  n>|H>rt&,  tie.,  597. 

Ben-dly.  Col.,  (Union,)  529;  fililL 

Besiiam,  Gex..  525;  on  Floyd's  retreat,  526. 

BKX.sistJ,  IIknuy  L,  in  I)i>m.  Convention,  3 1  .'i. 

Baxro!?,  Ool.  Thomas,  I  OC  ;  1  ■'>[);  speech  against 
tiu>  Anii«.'X.ition  tn-atv,  \C>\-J>\  hli  rcpii|:n.-vnct)  to  An- 
nexation oTiTcitme,  1*4;  -J  1 1 ;  on  tha  I>ri>d  Soott  dod- 
■ion,  atlusioa  («>,  4^ 


Brrribx,  Jon>f  iL,  of  Ga.,  2fifl» 

Bid  Bethel,  Va.,  battb  of,  JiiHto  531. 

Bitf  Sprixos.  Kansas,  Free  Stiito  meeting  at,  240. 

Bin*;,  Jclhts,  at  Bull  Run,  547  ; 

Bi.N-niiAM.  Joiix  A.,  of  Ohio.  570. 

BiRXEY.  James  G.,  ciudid-ile  for  President,  16T. 

Black  .Jack,  Kim.s;i3,  l>at!,lo  <>f.  244. 

Blapk.  Jehemiaii  S,  his  opinion  of  Secession, 
871-'J;  a;>|Hilntu>l  Si-crvtarr  tif  .StitCc,  ILL 

BLAiit,  tJoL.  FiiAXK  I'..  41>  >;  lui  an  inrerview 
with  <t.'n.  Pric»'.  431 :  his  sirlutiiro*  on  Orii.  Scott.  Md- 
9l  KA:  o.Turs  a  rvsolvu  to  e.v|>  -I  .loha  B.  t.'iiirk.  Afii. 

Bl\ir,  Mo.ntuomeuy.  in  Linciln's  Cabinet,  123. 
Bi.AKBY,  Geo.  D.,  in  Chicaga  Convention,  :<2I. 
Bll'e  Mili.8  LAXUlxr,.  Mo ,  Union  dofoal  at,  587. 
BooocK,  Tiio.s.  S.,  of  Va..  ■'tfti-ri 
BOLIVAR  HiGiiTS,  captured  by  the  Federals, 
Bo  JVEViLLE,  Mo.,  Rebels  deiealed  at,  574. 
Boom,  SiiEKM.VN  .M..  caso  of,  at  Mihva-.ikoe,  21iL 
Borde::  Ultfiaxs.  om*  of  thoir  re.<  )lution^  235; 
fiirlh  -r  rcsolvi's.  £10:       :  aiH  n'iitUTiim>utra'.'os  by. 
2il  to  24'»:  thoir  rnmniT  of  votin::.       :  an)  taught 
[tioty  by  John  Brown,  g-^d;  allusion  Ui,  4.m. 

BoREMAX,  AariifR  J.,  chairman  of  tlio  Wlieel- 

Ina  ^invention.  fll^L 
BoRi.xND,  SoLox,  of  Ark.,  22G ;  ho  seizes  Fort 
.Smith,  lai 

Boston,  memorializes  Congress  on  the  Mia- 
souri  qiifsiloti.  Ti;  rt-sin'Ctablo  I'ro-Siavt'ry  mob  ai, 
Ml;  repugnance  to  the  Fuifitive  Slave  i^tw,  :jl3L 

B>->t  t:i  Courier,  T/ie,  on  SL«co3.sion,  etc..  .'iaii. 
B>}itm  Post,  Th",  on  the  President's  colls,  457. 
BorELBit,  A.  R,  of  Va.,  il± 
BoYcs,  \V.  W.,  of  S.  C,  spoofh  at  Columbia,  a:t3 
Boyd,  «'ol.,  re  '-nforeci  Price  at  Le.xin>itou,  5ft7. 
Boyd,  Lixx,  of  Ky.,  2(kS  ;  chosen  Sjieaker,  226; 
a^in  cbosrn.  25<>. 

Bradley,  Dr.,  of  Plymouth,  Miws.,  12L. 
BRA<:a,  Gex.  Braxwx,  hii  order  as  to  Fort 
Piclions,  430;  001 ;  atta  ks  Wilson's  Zouavo^  ete.,  fij£L 

Braixb.  Lielt.,  comm.^ndin.?  tho  MoatiTOllo,  tULL 

BRAXni,  AnjT.,  (llebel,)  killed  at  Bull  Run,  515. 

Braxsox,  Jacob,  arrested  by  Sheriff  Jono.-?,  242. 

BuECKiXRiD^iE.  Joux  C.  nominated  for  Vice- 
Pruol.|i-nt,  S4«l;  rlfctod.  ^!4'>;  votu  for.  In  tho  D-iuclai 
Conrcniion.  ais;  nomlmicd  for  Pri'>i.li'Mi. -Iia ;  ."Ki; 
M'vlew  of  ihi;  canva«4.jlill<i  Mij  cla«*i!lf  I  tibU-of  tho 
I'resl4lrnti  d  votu.  3:!4;  alliisi  in  to.  aTil:  4  JJ:  dvclar«» 
Lincidti  duly  olgoU'd.  41S;  421 :  4^(7;  1*  an»«vred  by 
I>»il^kM,  441 ;  v.»tcct-it  for  IiImi  iinv?r:tucky,  4'.>2. 
sii  tlifs  l<TTIu.  i;.jnfoilfr.n'y,  CM:  liii  .Addw.**,  Cli, 

Breckixridub,  Sexator.  JclTerson's  letter  lo,  85. 
Breckixridge,  Uev.  Rorrr.  J..  liLL 
Bresiiwood.  ('APr.,  surrenders  tho  cutter  Mo- 

Clcllan  to  th>-  R  \m\s,  iHL 
HRHiiss,  Gov.  iJno.  N.,  of  Mist,  10<i  ;  appoints 

Siiinucl  Hoar  as  <\>!uml!<>ioncr  to  Charleston,  LSI. 

BRUjiiT,  Jesse  D.,  of  Ind.,  197. 
BiUNCKERUOFF,  Jaix)»,  of  Ohio,  1S9. 
Brodhead,  Johx,  his  litter  to  JolT.  Davi.s.  27.S. 
Brolaski.  Capt.,  (Union.)  killed  at  Belmont,  597. 
Brooks,  JameiJi,  speech  on  the  Mexican  W'nr,  iQlL 
Brooks,  Pre.stoxS.,  a.ssail8  Senator  Sumuer,  2112. 
Browx.  -Varox  v..  sends  T.  W.  Gilmer's  letter 
to  Cfi-n.  Jaclisdn, 

Browx,  .Albert  G..  of  iFiss.,  vi.sits  Buchanan, 

277:  hi*  Inton  iew.  271;  ^''^ 
Browx,  B.  Gratz,  nt  Chicago  Convention, 
Brow.x,  Col.,  (Union.)  nt  Cliicamicjmio»3.  r.on. 
Browx,  Col.  Harvey,  at  Fort  Pickoui,  G  )1. 
Brown.  Oavid  Paul,  Lifi. 
Bttowx,  Frederick,  killed  by  Martin  White,  284. 
Browx,  Gov.  Joseph  E.,  of  Ga.,  sjieech  at  Oon- 

▼ealion,  837 ;  hU  Message,  m^jring  t^cooDsUin,  SIL 
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Browii,  Johv,  nt  the  battle  of  Black  Jack,  24i  : 

273:  hl»  oarly  llfo.  211  to  iHi  what  UL-<lpntb  say*  «i£ 
hitii.  aj2-3;  at  tho  buttle  of  0»anrittii:iiU-,  a>4 :  h(4 
attccch  at  Lawr«ucc.  a>4-o;  he  rclf:i»i^t  a  naiiibrr  of 
»iavf*,2^<l:  "baitUMif  th-' ni'ura." '2--tl:  cik'h  ti»  Ouniuia; 
hl«  ••0<»nitit-.itlii]i,'*  pn-*  l<i  llar(>iT"»  Krrry, 

2Ht;  ctM>luri-«  Ihu  Araonal,  a>'-91 ;  the  Ik'hu  -iSl-i; 
EIsa»|itiin\  ilbl;  lotUT  m  L.  Mtrla  Chill.  tM:  lotu-r 
to  liU  fainll.v.  a>0;  lcit«r  t<»  Mr.  Hnuiphrey, 'JV7 ;  bis 
cxi-cutlun,  'iUs-a ;  C<)ngrcg<>tonal.  iiufl. 
BKOWJf,  Mayoo,  of  Baltimore,  ;  harnngnea 
the  mi>h.  tfil;  fmls  cnvrty*  U)  tho  Pr«s»l<li>nt;  hi*  wir- 
n!S|>iin>l.-n'v  with  Gov.  Andrew,  4fi5-C;  his  InUirTiow 
Willi  tho  I'rcsl.li'iit,  iS&. 

Brown,  Milton,  of  Tenn.,  HL 

Brow.v,  Oliver,  killed  at  Harper's  Fony,  292. 

Brown,  Owen,  son  of  John  Brown,  288;  ea- 

ca|n'«  from  l!ar|ior'i  Kerry,  'JSUL 
Brow.v,  Watson,  killed  nt  Harper's  Forry,  '301. 
Brownei.i^  FiLVNCia       kills  the  luurdorer  of 

KlUworth, 

BttowNiN<},  O.  iL.of  III.  in  Senate,  illi=L 
BaowNLOW,  Paiison,  citation  from,  4St. 
Brun-swirker,  The,  (.Mo.,)  citation  from,  238. 
Bryan,  Guy  M.,  of  Texas,  withdraws  from 

thi>  Di-in.  Ciinvcntlun,  315. 

Bryant,  William  Clllen,  166i 

But'iiANAN,  JAJlEa  Uij  presents  nn  Aboli- 
tion j>ptUI'in  to  rungre.i5.  141 ;  In  the  (^invention  of 
l>t4Si.  I'll  -.ill:  notniii:it<nl  for  fn-sidcnt.  a4(i:  eloctr.l, 
8tS;  mitxiirit*  It.  .1.  Wiilki-r  iJovcriior  of  Ki»ii».i!>,  24 1; 
urju-a  th<'  uwi'|»t:inc<>  of  tho  Leoo:n|>ton  Constliiitlon^ 
'y»J;  AM ;  hi*  Iiiauirural,  t  xtraot  from.  '261:  at- 
teii'ls  the  Ostcnil  mi-ciliii;.  ote,,  ;  c<in<leinn!>  the  ar- 
resit  of  Wlllliim  Walkt  r.  276;  is  vl!.iti-.l  by  Albvrt »». 
Bro\%-n,  'JT7-'' :  offers  a  rwwurd  for  thtt  c<>i>turt'  of  .lubn 
Itniurn,  iv»:  .S-l-t;  hi*  M"<i*i:roln  the  8.  V.  t  onvoiitloii, 
&4A;  hlilSit  Annual  Mojwufi-,  HOT  to  2IL:  4'>->:  »fn<l« 
Cu!»hlng  to  tlharh'ston.  4»l»:  411;  414:  4i'>;  vote  cast 
for  him  in  Kentucky,  4W;  lotUT  to  .lelf.  Davl.\  OIL 

Bl*("KIN<;iiam,  Gov.,  of  Coun.,  is  roiiloctod,  iilL 

BucuNER,  Ay  LETT,  of  Ky.,  IM. 

Bcokner,  Gen.  Simon  B., organizes  State  Guard; 

Loui»tUU  Journal  cur»i-»  him.  4Wi  496^  MO;  fllSL 
Bi'FKALO,  N.  Y.,  the  Freo-Soil  Convention  at, 

181 .  iu  PUtfomi,  12i 
Blpdrd.  Cou,  of  Ala.,  his  arrival  in  Kansas, 

243 ;  beMetcea  Lawrence,  IM. 

Bull  Kus,  battle  of.  iLia  to  &41 ;  our  army 

mores  on  Ct'ntervlll«'7®9;  map  of  tho  ftcUl,  540 :  our 
feint  dlsri-aarileil.  5lij  Bcaurt^panrs  rc|.<irt,  extracU 
ttom.  bil  to  frtO;  account  of  77i<  Richmond  IMf. 
ptttcK  .'>ti^>;~otTicr  ncconntN  <lls|>aiches.  etc.  !iia 
-4;  |o«np!»  Bustjilne.l,  .%P:  Helntzilman— rollani— 
Binz.  54«-7;  causes  of  the  dlMstcr,  l^U\  Otn. 
Kcott's  failure  to  send  force  «nou)(h.  etc.,  550;  evil  of 
•hurt  enll8tment^  Klj  562;  consternation  of  tho 
North.  f>.V2-;t ;  fili 

BuRNBrr,  IlESRY  C.  of  Ky.,  30£j  49tt;  555 ; 
becomes  a  mcmlnsr  of  tho  Rebel  Congress  and  a  Senator 
on  the  same  day.  liiL 

Burn  Err,  L.  W.,  of  N.  J.,  letter  from  Gov. 

Price  to.  4m. 

Burnett,  T iios.  L,  of  Ky.,  Rebel  Conj^ress,  GIL 

Burns,  .\NTii0Nr,  the  case  of.  215 ;  220. 

Burns,  Wii,  makes  a  speech  at  Baltimore,  iSH. 

BuRNsiDE,  Cou,  at  Bull  Run,  511. 

Burrow,  B.,  of  Ark.,  in  Dem.  Convention,  iL5. 

Burt,  Cou,  (Rebel,)  killed  at  Ball's  BluCT,  221. 

Burt,  Gen.  Aruistead,  of  S.  C,  190^  2ia. 

Burton,  Gov.  Wu.,  of  Del ,  Mossafje,  350]  46Q-61. 

BiTTLER,  Andrew  P.,  of  S.  C,  denounces  Clay's 
Ciunpnmiisc  measures,  20.'>;  233. 

BuTLKR,  Pierce,  of  S.  C,  remarks  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  4Sk  IL 

Butler,  Gen.  Benjamin  F.,  in  the  Charleston  Con- 
vention. SU;  8ls;  arriv«»  In  .M.iryland  with  the  ht\x 
Mass..  4M.  at  AnnapolK  4<E)-70 :  takes  po^Ksaion  of 
Jlalllmore.  lUi-born  In  Liberia,"  50ii  521; 
Geo.  V.  K%na,  5-j9;  commiuidstho  UaUttras  expedition, 
eW:  OOP;  021 


Butler,  Gen.  Wm.  0.,  of  Ky.,  nominated  for 

Vice-President,  12L 
BuTLEit,  Major,  (Rebel,)  killed  at  Belmont,  SIIL 

c. 

Cabelu  E.  C,  envoy  from  Jackson  to  Davii*,  fifLL 

Cairo,  IlLi  threatened  by  the  Rebels.  aii3. 

CALnouN,  Jonx  C,  cont-usted  w  ith  Gen. 

.lackson.  9-^-9 :  9i :  re«i»rn»  the  Vlci-l»re*id»ncy.  etc, 
M :  supiKtrts  the  Coiui>romiii«  Tariff.  101 :  hi^  dtipliciiy 
with  ih.'OeorjrlaInili.ins.  1«H;  hts  ri-port  on  lni  i  ii>l:«ry 
mall-niatter.  etc.,  154-5-fi;  Si-ni  l.iry  of 

Statu  und.T  Tvler,  l.V\;  l'>!l;  Instruett  our  ,Mini«U-r  at 
PiwHs  with  n-jjanl  l»  Ann.-.\Btlou.  Iffl  to  171 ;  Hi:  l^i; 
In  the  DiMiKicniilc  Convi-ntlon  of  i>l-'.  1.91;  UiL  'J4!>. 
his  optnlonit  oompanHl  with  th  •  I)n«l  fv-oti  deeUiidi, 
a.T>a;  Kevonly  Juhusou's  recolWUoui  of,  ^57-6; 
allusion  to,  ^M. 

Caliporni  \,  iu  Congress,  HID  to  190^  Preai* 

di-nt  I'avlor*  MiM^at'o  In  roL-vtlon  tn,  2<)2i  c«in2re«-lon- 
al.  Nl  i«on.  IhivK  Chy.  and  Webster  on  .Slavery 
In.  a^i'>:  ad:nitted  iw  a  ?<tnte,  liii  fiiiritlve-i>l:»ve  i«M 
In.  gH:  3H  :  withdraw:*  from  Dem.  Omwntlon.  818. 

Caln  MeetiniJ.  Abolition  petition  from,  LLL 

Camdreleno,  C.  {'.,  IIIIL 

Cameron,  Col.  James,  killed  at  B\ill  Run.  515. 

Cameron,  Gen.  Simon,  in  tho  Chifnpr)  Convon- 

tlon,  S2I :  a  metnlKT  of  Pn-sldent  IjniiVln'a  Cabinet, 
42  j:  4t'j;  visits  Gen.  Fremont  In  Ml^wiuri.  .VJO :  his 
visit  loShennsn  In  Kentucky.  <»'.5;  endeavors  to  i»osl- 
pone  the  attivck  at  Hull  Kuil, 

Campdelu  JuiKiB  John  .\.,  his  opinion  in  Dred 

S--ott'i«  case.  AV:  4*);  letter  to  <t«v.  Seward.  43-^; 
The  Allnimj'Ectnini;  Juurmil  on.  dli 

Camp  Carlile,  Ohio,  Virginia  UnioniHts  at,  S21L 
Camp  Colb,  Mo.,  a  Union  regiment  routed  at,  iii 
Camp  Jackson,  Mo.,  captured  by  Lyon,  490;  iSl- 
Canterbury,  Conn.,  mub  violence  at,  127. 
Carlile,  Cou,(Union,)move8again.stJffl'.TIiomp- 
son  at  Freik-rlcktown.  Mo.,  Uil. 

Carlile,  .Ioiin      Sls-lD:  takes  his  sent  in  tho 

X.XXVIIth  Conjm-s\  .ViO  ;  taki«  his  s»-at  lii  the  Sen- 
ate, 6fil-2i  "limurs  to  .Mr.  Brownln/s  view*.  :ji>7  ;  op- 
poses 'WT'  Peace'  measurv  of  Johnson,  of  Mo.,  HL 

Carlylr.  TnoMAS,  25j  5ori. 
Carr,  Wilson,  N.  C,  speccli  at  Baltimore,  432. 
Carrick's  Ford,  battle  of,  523-1. 
Caurolu  Charlbh,  Proaidont  of  tho  Colonizatioa 
Society,  12. 

Cartiiaqb,  Mo.,  Rebels  defeated  near,  £15. 
Cartter,  David  K.,  in  Chicago  Convention,  321 
CASa  Gen.  Lewis,  1C4;  oppim*;s  as  Mini!»tor  at 

Pj»rl\  the  Slave-Trftde-supprviision  quintuple  treaty, 
177:  mu:  his  opinion  of  the  H'llmot  Proviso.  180; 
noinlnrited  for  I'n  -iident,  liii  «i»  *»i  SJii  S5i 
resisns  his  |K>»t  at  Waahtnst"rt,41 1. 

C.\83,  The  (JuTTEit,  given  tip  to  Rebels,  413. 
Castle  Pincknby.  occupied  by  S.  Carolina,  MBi 
Catron,  Judge,  opinion  in  Drod  Scott  case,  jiaSi 
ChanNING,  Wm.  E.,  125;  142;  to  Webster.  353. 
Chapman,  Reuben,  in  Dom.  Convention,  314. 
Charleston,  .S.  C.  58j  rilling  of  the  mails  at, 

l,iS-9;  nxeptlon  aeconled  to  Mr.  Hoar  at,  LaU  to  1^4: 
joy  evinced  at  Lincoln"-*  election  at.  jWJi  ••*:»«:  IncbH^ 
at  the  Wlsuir  Club  at,  XiA-^;  r«-ce|.llon  of  C.ileb  Cush- 
Ing  at,  otCL,  4'V.':  surrender  of  the  culu  r  Aiken  at. 4 10; 
excitement  diirlnt:  the  bombardment  of  Fort  >uiuter, 
447-ii.  See  Fort  St'MTKK. 
CJMrlestvi  Gvtri-r,  Thr,  citation  from,  120;  3rtl- 
9l  an ;  announces  the  raising  »if  tro<»p8  in  the  North  to 
defend  'the  S>uth,*SiMi;  on  the  occupation  ol  Suuiter 
by  .Major  Anderson,  40>v 

Charleston  Mercury.  The,  332;  on  tlio  forts  in 

Charleston  harbor,  401. 
Charlestown,  Va.,  .lohn  Brown  and  his  followers 

Imprisoned  at,  294;  their  execution  there.  g»»-9;  emU- 

Mries  sent  ti>  Baltimore  fhmi. 

CoAiaorTB,  N.  C,  U.  SL  Mint  seized  at,  485. 
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Chabb,  Salmov  p.,  229  ;  movw  to  Amend  the 

Nebriiska  bill,  '.flfti:  W.  bin  inujority  for  Governor  of 
Ohl'>.  ikM ;  in  tliii  <'iiicas:>j  Convi-iiilun,  Ail :  la  tho 
•  Pcaenj  fonfon-no'."  89S ;  :  hts  n«m»rk8  ihcrc,  ; 
a  iiiunibf  r  uf  i*r>-M(lcnl  Lincoln'*  C'Sbinct,  4±L. 

ClIASB,  .SaMITEL.  38j  107. 

CllATilAil,  C.  \V.,  Btowh'h  O/Onveiilion  there,  237. 
CuATil  \M-8T.  ClUi'KU  Aboliiiou  uK>cliuK  at,  LilL 
CuEATUAM,  (lEN.,  fights  at  Belmont.  "■!*»> 
Cheat  Mountain.  Va,  battle  oC,  &2lL 
CnEKOKEBS  ami  ('reeks,  tholr  expulsion  from 

OiMik'i^i.  lui  ti>  md:  allusion  to. 
CuESXiJT,  James.  Jil.  of  8.  0.,  his  views  on  Sla- 
Tcrv.  21;  his  »iH'»-eh  at  C'olmnbin.  flUl ;  r«*i;:n.'»  liii  »oal 
in  ib*'  II.  a.  S<>a.it«.  H:i7:  visits  Fort  SnmU  r,  44><. 
CillCAUO,  IIL,  Republican  Convention  ut,  :n'J. 
Ch  enijo  J  mmal,  Thf,  on  battle  of  Lichuunt. 
£hicajo  r.//ift?,  The,  on  the  rrosidoul  H  call,  457. 
X^iIlfA-MICOMtco.  N.  C,  tlio  fij,'litinj?  at.  fiOO-1- 
CiiuiSTACEL,  quotation  from  tiie  p<K in  of,  i^l 
CaillsriANA,  Pa.,  fiipitivo-slave  case  iJicrc,  ili, 
Cliracn,  S  vxpoud  K.,  of  N.  Y.,  in  Dou>;la8  Con- 
vention. SIS;  in  Allany  'I'«»u3e'  ("imTcntion,  ?tvv 
ClNtUN'NATl,  v)hio,  ilio  fugitivo-plavc  case  at,  'ilS- 

1> ;  IK-tnocintlc  ('oni-i-ntlon  nt,  HL. 
CinCiunUi  E,i]a  rfr,  Th\  3 'J J;  citation  from, 
Ciiteinnati  Oazette,  T:.t,  citation  from,  524. 
Clark,  .loax  B.,  of  Mo..  .301-5;  expelled  from 

the  II<ni»c  for  trciMin,        a  Itcbcl  ItriytJU'r.  574. 
CL-VRIv,  1> AXlEUof  N.  H.,  3 s  I ;  iiw  suhstituto  for 
lh«<  Crltti-nilrn  i;on]|irflintM<,  H>i ;  S'<7  ;  4)X\'  allusion  to, 
liis  n-*olvo  lo  f  .v|H-l  Uobcl  nu-mlxrr»,  ft6J;  5T0. 

Clark,  M.  L.,  of  Mo.,  .074;  at  Wiliwti's  Creek.  133. 
Clark.sbcuo,  Va.,  Burreudor  of  Uebcla  at,  520. 
Clav,  ('.*.ssU3  ii.,  in  tlio  Chiwiijo  Convention, 
Sil ;  oixntnauds  tht;  voliintoprs  at  Washington.  4"l). 

Clay,  James  H.,  of  Kv.,  in  the  'Pcaoo  Oonfer- 
cn(s>:  «9'J:  allu-ilun  to. 

Clay,  IIen'RY,  is^  President  of  the  Colonization 
NtirL'ty.  TJi  opiwsi-s  tho  Mi»»unrl  lU-strit-tiun.  "S;  hi* 
injum-iion  to  the  Ml'woiri  (Ielfinit4\  SOj  22i  'ntrodiiri'* 
his  t^nnpniiuiM?  TurilT,  |i>l :  <li'lfnil»  tho tTJorokt-v*.  IW; 
pmiiost's  Kni:infi|iatiiin  in  Kentucky.  Ml;  14s-g;  i« 
written  to  by  iyl.  r  in  1*A  IWi  VA:  XM^  bis  lott.'r to 
Th*  Xiitional  litteUi{je.ncrr,  etc..  Iii7 :  r«'vit'w  ut  tho 
rri'slili-nil.il  cAnva»\  t&^;  hiJ  instructions  to  Mr.  tJal- 
latin,  17(5-  in  th.-  \Vin?l%invon«l"n  ori>«>j_IWi 
OMnproinlx.-  uf  KM,  2-W:  re|ilif8  to  .If  IT.  |)jvls.gu>;  re- 
ports i»  bill  orffiuiliim:  L  l-ih,  etc..  8"7 :  his  t'ouipromlM 
Mi  ivi.ipp*  a'lo|ili-ii,  iJ^ii^  'iii;  I)l\on'!<  n|>inl<>i)  of  Cluy's 
at'UtluiL'uLv  2-ii>-l ;  'J<t.'>;  favors  the  Pannmit  ('ongri-M, 
267;  lu5truclions  to  .Minister  Kvcrett,  2(>a ;  Instructiixis 
til  Mi'ftar.v  Amli'mon  ami  Sonri'.iiit.  itiO;  IcUor  to  l^'ftio 
Colnb^ etc..  8tt— t ;  lio  Itkoas  tho  t'lilon  to  a  uiarria^re, 
857:  nlliiMo-i  to,  ;;W;  401;  I'olUu-d's  cslimoto  of  Clay's 
Influence,  etc..  fiUUzJlL 

Claytd.v,  John  M.,  of  Del.,  19(L 

Clemens,  Hun.  Jers.,  at  Huntavillo,  Ala.,  G32. 

Cleveland,  Ohio,  Gov.  Seward's  speech  at,  199; 
•lohn  llruwn's  prwccodinys  at,  '2Si. 

CuxdMAN,  Thomas  L,  of  N.  0.,  308 ;  329  ;  his 
|irfsori|>tion  for  "  free  dfbaters,*'  S7-):  allitjion  to.  400: 
*17;  la  Coufeilcr»t43  t'onp-fsi,  4S5-(J ;  allusion  to,  itll. 

Clinton,  Db  Witt,  allusion  to,  ISj  :!fH- 
Clinton.  Georob,  allusion  to,  42^  'l^aJu 
Cuxrox,  Geoeoe  W.,  B;>ecch  at  Albany,  394-5. 
CuNroN  Hall,  N.  Y.,  propo.sod  moetinjf  at,  125. 
CuNTON.  Misa.,  ag4in.«t  Abolitionist.'^,  123- 
Clover,  Rev.  L.  P.,  letUT  to  Gov.  Letcher,  307. 
Cuno,  Howell,  of  Oa.,  chosen  Spo-ikor,  203 ; 

tli  :  '2.'>'' ;  rcM?ns  Uio  control  of  tho  'rruawjry,  iLl 
CoOilRAXE.  Joa.N.  CllN.  Y.,  374. 
CocKKYSViLLB,  Md..  occupiod  by  Federals,  471 
Cogswell,  Col.  Milto.v,  at  Boll's  Bluff",  623-4. 
CoLRi  RN,  A.SST.  Aiut.  Gkv.  A.  V.,  621. 
C0Ltx)CK,  C.  J.,  resiirna  as  Coll.  at  CharloHton,  3.'?f;. 
COIXAUEB,  Jacou,  of  Vt,  308;  at  Chicago,  ill. 


60LUN8VILLE,  Conn.,  John  Brown  contracts  for 

a.  thousand  pikes  at,  liSi 

Colorado  Territory,  orfranizc<l,  ZM. 
CoLiMBiA,  Pa.,  fugitive-slavo  ca.sc  at,  211L 
Columbia,  S.  C,  Leginlature  convenes  at,  330; 

Clic»nut's  spcifh  at.  831 ;  Uuyov'a      ;  llufliu's.  'JSSk 

CoLL'MUUS,  CURISTOPHEK,  itnpiitsited  in  the  Hlave- 
TrwW.  M;  di.icvrer*  cotton  in  the  West  Indle^  67. 

C^)i,L  Mm:s,  Ohio,  Pro-nident  Lincoln  at,  419. 

Combs,  (Jen.  Le.slie,  of  Ky.,  letter  to.  .ua-l ;  132. 

CoMKT,  The  Brio,  lo.<tt,  with  carjro  of  slaves,  Llik 

Concord,  N.  iL  pro-Slavery  mob  at.  1  -'7. 

Cong  REOATioN  A  LISTS,  Tub,  and  Slavery,  119- 

CoNNBcncuT,  slave  population  iu  17l>0;  trtMps 
rurnishfd  during  tho  lU<volutlon.  a6j  8Tj  flr»t  .\boU- 
tion  Boctvtv  In.  107 :  IQj;  ditninishlMl  UciMiblloan  m*- 
Jurlty  in,  SWO ;  Ituckliii^tn  n-uleeu-.l  In.  *^ 

CkfXNER,  James,  rosiyrns  at  Charlesioii,  336. 

Conway,  Gov.  Ku.vs  \V.,  oil.Vrk.,  il- 

CooK,  Capt..  routed  at  Camp  ('olc,  Mo.,  575. 

Cook,  with  Jolin  Brown,  298 ;  in  executed,  299. 

(ViPELAND.with  John  Brown. 29S;  i.H  eiecutod,209. 

Coppoc,with  John  Brown, 21(4;  2'.>.S: cxeciited.299. 

COPPtx:,  escapes  from  Harper';!  Ferry,  29:). 

Corcoran,  ('ol.  Michaei.,  533;  wounded  and 
taken  |iris4>ner  at  Bull  Uun,  MS 

Cortes,  discovers  cotton  iu  Mexico,  5i 

CJoRWix,  TliOM.VS,  of  Ohio,  appointed  (^hairman 
of  a  Select  Conimittat-.  879;  his  n-|M<ri.  aalkL;  olfera 
a  Joint  rcAolvo  to  ■mend  the  ('ousUlulion,  .Hs7-S;  4UiU 

0)Trox  Gix,  hi.«tory,  53-i;G.    See  VVhitsby. 
(X)x,  Gen.,  (Union,)  captures  Barboursvillo,  Va., 

and  pursues  Wise.  &it4-5L 

Coil,  Kbv.  Samuel  H^  his  church  mobbod,  L2fi. 
(Jo.v,  Saml'EL  S.,  of  Ohio,  offers  a  '  Peace'  resolu- 
tion In  tho  Ilonae,  .^7(1. 
Cranch,  JciKiB,  signs  an  Abolilion  petition,  142. 
Cranuall.  Pridenck,  perMXJUted  Tor  teaching 

colonnl  chlldrvu.  1'^ 

Crawpord.  Martin  J.,  a  Omfederate  Commis- 
sioner at  Washintrton,  iSti  to  4^0. 

Crawford,  Wm.  H^  of  (ia.,  iL 

CuiTTKNDKN,  J.  J.,  of  Kv.,  3U8 ;  pleads  for  'Con- 
clILitlon'  In  the  Senate.  873;  intnMlucvs  his  CVinjpro- 
nd<«',  :t7&-7 ;  ivrtections  on  Its  nature.  ilUi  to  8Sl  ;  JtSS; 
4t>-i;  4««  ;  prvnides  «triTthe  Kentucky  C<invcutiuu,4:ii&; 
&X);  olfers  a  resolution  in  the  House',  OH 

CnoouA.v,  Col.  St.  Georoe,  (RebcL)  killed, 
Cross-L.vnes,  Va,,  Federals  defeated  at,  5-J.'i 
Cruse,  David,  a  Missouri  ^laveholder,  slain,  23^k 
CiTBA,  2li3  to  272;  its  acquisition  demanded  by 

the  Democratic  Conv-ntlon  of  ISflU.  21a. 
CCMI1ERL.V.VD,  U.  S.  b*atOATE,  at  Norfolk,  478. 
CuMiNO,  Cou  Wm  ,  of  Ga.,  SL 
CuRTiN,  Gov.  Andrew  G.,  of  Pa.,  elected,  326. 
CURTLS,  (Jix).W.,  suppres.sed  at  PhiUidelphia,  367. 
Curtis,  Judoe  B.  R.,  252;  on  Drod  .Scott,  2i;a-3. 
CusHiNci.  Caleb,  1 40;  chosen  President  of  tho 

Charleston  Conrenlioii.  8fK);  rvslrns  the  cliair,  818; 

President  of  tho  SecderV  C^OVeUtlon,  81b;  »L'Dt  to 

Charleston  by  iiuebanan,  4»9 
Cuyler,  Theodore,  speech  at  tho  Philailelphia 

' I'oacv* mbvllni;, 365;  welcomes PresiUuut Lincoln, 41!l, 

D. 

Dakotah  Tehmtoiit,  organization  of,  3SS. 
Dallas,  Gborge  M.,  of  Pcv.,  on  tho  TnriflT  and 

Slavery,       nouiinat-il  for  Vice-l'rrsiilent.  IjM;  V»\. 
D.VNB,  Nathan,  reports  Ordinanco  of  1787,  iSL 
Dan^l,  Jud^>.  of  Virsini.!.  on  Dreil  Scott,  257-8. 
Daiuen  (Ga.)  Resolutions,  Tho,  3i 
Davi.s,  (k>L.  T.  A,  (Union,)  at  B;ill  Run,  ^M. 
Davis,  Com.  C.  IL.  rcscupi  Walker  at  Ilivaa,  276. 
Davis,  GAiiaxT,  of  Ky.,  allusipu  to,  iil^ 
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Davis,  Gex.  Jefp.  C,  in  command  at  Jefferson 
City,  58g;  K'r,  is  (UrocbHl  to  Intercept  Pricf,  5s9. 

Davis,  Hexky  'VVi>fTER,  votes  for  Pennington. 
800;  rci  lvc.  In  tho  CunitnltWc  of  Thirty -Uirw?, 
•  (•  lti:iili:n  by  May,  fur  C'oagreiiS,  EiiA 

Daa'13,  Jepfeiisox.  97_;  votes  a^Tainst  Gen.  Tay- 
lor, 19 '  ;  opjMincs  Clny's  Coinpnitniso  m^asun-s,  201; 
hca<I«the  •Stnto  l!lsfif»'  Tlvki-t  In  MIm.,  21l_i  InTIio 
Doiii.  CunvcniWH)  of  1!»M,  tii;  2M;  letter  from  IJro<l- 
hca<l  to,  'iTS:  his  eovi-n  rvjioIvrFTri  Consri-e*,  Slid  to 
809;  In  t!io  Corivrnti'>o  of  ISOO,  317:  Is  nnswi-reil  by 
IL-nry  Clav.  8«;  In  favor  of  •Ooiiclll:itl.-n,'  81^  374: 
hU  proposlUoD  to  tuncnil  tho  (.'t>n5lituti<in.  SSI ; 
conw:ils  to  9<  n'o  on  tho  (k>iTimltt(:o  of  1^8s;l;  8SH; 
*locti-(l  Prt'siilfnt  of  the  ConfoUorary ;  hU  nw€H;ho4  at 
•Taclcson,  Mi**.,  an<l  Stovcnsun.  AIa.,'41.'>:  hi*  Inaiijrii- 
ral.  41&-1C:  4JT:  his  CaWnct,  42)^  himiiplk-ity  with 
regard  to  Murymnil,  47'^ ;  si-ml*  a  rointnl»!ilnnfr  to  Ar- 
famanfc.  4S6:  extracts  fniin  his  .Mcsxign.  41>7-S :  his  Mps- 
mgv  nt  .July  8i)th.  49s;  JVMJ-T ;  capture  of  bis  e«nv- 
■pondenc.*:  lottvr  b-om  Buchanan  to.  Ml;  Ict'crs  fH>tn 
lloynnlils  nn<I  I'lerr*'.  .M2-ia ;  Is  present  nt  Uiill  Ru-^, 
W;j;  hia  ilitriutch  doscrTnitiiitho  battle.  51-t:  fKrins  an 
allL-uici*  Willi  O  iv.  .Jackson,  677;  wriios  to  Prvslduul 
Lincoln  rMjicctlns  the  captured  prlvutocrvmcD, 

Davis,  Jous,  of  Mass.,  laH 

Davis,  John  G..  of  Ind.,  named  for  Speaker,  305, 

Davis,  Joii.n*  W.,  of  Ind.,  chosen  Speaker,  IM. 

Dawson,  Wm.  C,  of  Oa.,  222. 

Datto.v,  Jonatuan,  LL.  D.,  44. 

Dayton,  William  L.,  nomi.iatod  for  Vioo-Preai- 

dent,  •H6;  in  tbu  Chicago  Convention.  8'il. 
De  Bjw's  Ucview,  citation  from,  lL 
Declaration  op  Independence,  Tub,  extract 

from  the  iirliilnr.l ;  rcuions  foracortain  omission,  84 ;  Its 
adi>ptlou,  SO]  lis  precepts  defle<l  by  .Iud::i'  TanoyTliL 
Delaware,  slave  population  '  in  1 190,       '61 ; 

Ixxi^htinru  fivurs  tho  .Mitsourl  Kcstrlclion.  ^;  with- 
dmwal  iif  f;'>>:u  tho  IXiU|{U'«  Convciitiun,  818;  rvfiist^s 
to  scc.-ili-;  answer  t'»  the  Misa.  Cl>lnlni!i^ioner,  S-Vt; 
P'lpul.i'iiin  in  I  >&>.  .y>l ;  407;  («ov.  nuriun's  nciion  with 
rviii»f<l  t<»  tho  I'l-i  sidi-nt's  call  for  tnlo|>^  400;  luiL. 

Db  Sacss'JUE,  W.  p.,  of  S.  C ,  resolution  of,  -^Afl 
De  '^to,  di.sc.)vcrs  tlie  Mississippi ;  liis  death,  !iIL 
DBTROir,  Mich.,  fugitive-slave  arrests  at,  2iiL 
Detroit  Free  PrcM,  The,  citation  from,  392 ;  on 
the  Prvsidrnt's  cull  for  truopa,  4^ 

Devcns,  Col.,  at  Ball's  Bluff,  C2L 
DioiUNsoN,  JouN,  of  Del.,  ih. 
DiOKiNso.N,  Daniel  S.,  191 ;  at  Charleston,  317- 
DICKINSON,  Mr.,  of  Miss.,  Com.  to  Delaware.  2IiSL 
District  op  Coldmbu,  1  >2 ;  \V.i;  j»otition3  to 

abolish  Shivery  In.  148  to  14T :  Oott's  resolution.  193: 
Clay'*  coin|)ruiiilM  misaeurus  rcfrording,  2081;  popuht- 
tion  in  1»60,  dliL 

Drv'EN,  Col.  Alexander     of  N.  Y.,  072. 

Dix,  John  A.,  his  repugnance  to  Annexation 

overcoruf%  174 ;  8<"cr»'t;iry  ut  the  Treasury,  4la;  bis 
Celebrated  order,  413;  ap{Hiinted  a  Major-Ueneral,  6i9. 
Dixo.v,  Archibald,  u£  Ky.,  his  proposed  amend- 
ment t4>  the  Nebraska  bill,  !!.'■>;  concurs  with  Mr.  Dun;;- 
Lu,  2^  aai;  at  tho  Union  meeting'  at  I»ulsvllte,  iasL 

D1.Y0N,  James,  of  Conn.,  on  the  Uebelliou,  fi (;.'). 
DoDDRWGB,  Philip,  ho 

DODOB,  AuonsTus  C.,  of  Iowa,  submits  the  Ne- 
braska bill  t4>  the  Senate,  221. 

DoNALDSo.N,  Marshal,  of  Kansas,  244. 
DoNKLSoN,  Andrew  J.,  for  Vice-President,  HI. 
DoitSBT,  Mr.,  of  W.  Va.,  favors  new  State,  ailL 
DoRSiiEiMER,  ^Iajob,  on  Zagonyi's  charge,  fitI12. 
Doubleday,  Capt.  Abnbr,  at  Fort  Sumter,  lii 
DocouERTY,  CoL.,  woundcd  at  Belmont,  597. 
Dougherty,  Lieut.,  killed  at  Belmont,  APT, 
Douglas,  Stephen  A.,  189;  194  ;  roportji  a  bill 

toonranlzc  Oregon.  196:  propoeos  to  extend  the  8(J* 
tSt.  line  to  tho  Paelflc,  lUT;  IO>j  re|Mirts  a  bill  Ui  ailuiit 
California,  and  onranixe  Ut-ih  and  New  .Mexico,  ?»! ; 
iti\  bill  to  orirunlzc  Notiraska.  226;  his  rcixirt  imtoui- 
panylni;  it,  2:^7-S ;  the  Nebraska- Kan-nas  bill,  2i->:  re- 
tponda  to  Senator  Dixon,  280;  la  the  D«m.  Convcnilon 


of  1854,  2<fl;  onposf*  tho  Lecoinptnn  Constitution, 

250:  c:inva!>»t'S  llllnuis  with  IJncoln.  3U1 ;  8<)-J;  IKtno- 
cratlc  hoetlUty  to  In  C^»nftres«,  80(1;  in  tho  Convention 
of  1S(;;),HI7;  nominated  for  President, :)|8;  iii'.';  r.  vj.-ir 
of  the  c;xnva»^  8i3  to  8.'0 ;  cliissilled  table  of  lh«  Prcsl- 
dontiol  Tote,  8fi;  favors  tho  Union,  84'2;  in  ihe  Com- 
mittuo  of  Thirtren.  8sl;  yii ;  motion  In  favor  of  tho 
IIouso  plan,  4o:>:  4.'>C-7;  heartily  Rupt><ir:a  his  whul* 
country,  410-] ;  liU  n-ply  to  Brceklnrii'.jro,  441;  v«t# 
cast  for  him  In  Kentucky,  41>  J ;  said  to  have  complained 
that  *tho  South  were  too  easily  salisfleU,'  512. 

Dow,  William,  shot  dead  in  KansaM,  2  tl. 

Downs,  qC  L*.,  dcnotmces  Clay's  measures,  205. 

Dranbsvillb,  battle  of,  <>2'»-<»- 

Da.vTT0N,  Commander  K.,  nt  Port  Royal,  fin.'i. 

Drayton,  Gen.  T.,  (Ro'kjI.)  at  Port  Uoyal,  CilS. 

Dbtwood,  Mo.,  skirmish  at,  r»85. 

Duo  Si'iUNO,  Mo.,  Rebels  defeated  at,  liH 

Dumont,  Col..  Philippi,  522;  Carrick's  ford,  B23» 

DUN.N,  "Wm.  M.,  of  Ind.,  '  Peace'  project  of,  OLL 

Du  Pont,  Com.  Samukl  F.,  GUI ;  bombards  tho 

Port  Uoyal  fort-S  OiM;  Hebels  surrender  to,  Cn."^;  C^L 

DUBYBA,  Col.  629;  at  Little  Bctiiel,  iil^ 

E. 

Earle,  Thomas,  biographer  of  Bonj.  Liradv.  115. 

Early,  Col.,  (Iiel)cl,)  at  Bull  Run,  LLL 

East  Tennessee,  Do<'laration  of  Grievances  by 
the  people  of.  4S!V-4;  Unionism  In;  persecution  by  tho 
Itcbels.  4'>1:  her  eX|tectations  tntm  our  forci'S  In  Ken- 
tncky,  610;  her  hti^e*  blasted  by  t'chocprs  reln-at,  ftIL 

Eddy,  Sam.,  of  R.  1..  on  Missouri  Compromise,  iifl. 

Edmonds,  John  W..  i  ctv 

Edmkndson,  Henry  A.,  of  Va.,  abottor  of  tb« 

as.'uult  on  Siimner,23J. 

Edwabd-S,  Rev.  Jonathan,  extract  from  hU 

sermon  on  tho  Slave-Trade,  etc,  50j  Ti);  2&i'>;  flOI. 

Edwardsville,  HI.,  fiigitivo-.s'avocaaeat,  217-18. 

Elliot,  John  M.,  of  Ky.,  iu  Conf.  I'ongress,  G17. 

"  Elliot's  Debates,"  extract  from,  HL 

Ellis,  (  Jnv.  John  \\'.,  of  N.  C,  cnlls  a  Conven- 
tion, sis;  ids  si-Izuru  of  Federal  >irorj<-rty.  41  l-l-i;  an- 
swers lYesidem's  eill  for  tnxtiis,  4.'i>;  <-xei-u  hl»  Influ- 
ence for  Secession  ;  seizes  Feileral  pr»iHTty,  etc.,  i&L 

Ellswortu,  Col.,  at  Alexandria,  and  dcutli,  IH^L 

Elmorr,  John  A.,  Commis.sioucr  from  Alabama 
to  the  South  Carolina  ConvonUon;  his  RiK>eeh,  ;U4— V 

Elsbpfer,  Mr.,  speech  at  Twcddlo  Hall,  :;94-5. 

Elzey,  Col.  Arnold,  (Rebel,)  at  Bttll  Run, 

Kiuancipator,  Ti.e,  LLL 

Emkrso.n,  Dr.,  owner  of  Iired  Scott,  2111=2. 

Encomium,  The,  wrecked,  with  slaves,  lllL 

Enolisii,  William  11^  of  Ind.,  proviso  to  the 

Nebraska  bill  iAS;  2p0;  a  'Peace'  propoMilon.  874. 
ENTKRi'litSE,  TllK,  driven  into  Bermuda,  17rt. 
Eppes,  Mii,,of  ria.,  at  Charleston  Convention,  314. 
KrHERiDGB,  Emerson,  is  threatened  with  "cold 

steel  and  bullets."  U.  ho  s|)caks  for  tha  Unloa,  4^ ; 

chosen  i'lerk  of  the  House,  &W. 

EusTis,  ciiptured,  with  Mason  and  Slidell,  60 fi. 
KvANS,  RoBT.  J.,  letter  to,  from  John  Adams,  tL 
ElvARTS,  Jeremiah,  on  Slavery  and  Indians,  IM. 
EvAKTS,  Wm.  M.,  of  N.  Y.,  at  Chicago  Con ,  22L 
EvEHETT,  Alexander  IL,  his  iustruciions  re- 

S|>ectini;  Cuba,  21ii. 
Everett,  Edward,  early  pro-Slavery  opinions 

of,  liK):  eslracl  fron»  bis  NleSAW  m  Governor  of 
Mavviehuftetts,  IX'I;  his  diplomacy  with  res|H'Ct  to 
.  Cuba,  2Ili  tt»  27?nnominaU'd  for  \  loo-Pre«id«ut,  819; 
letUjr  to,  from  lievortly  Johnson,  SbA. 

Ewell,  liEN.,  reimlaed  at  Bull  Run,  544. 

Exports,  value  of^  by  bth  Deccnuial  Ceosua,  23. 

F. 

Fairfax  CouRT-TIOTraB,  Va.,  TTnion  cavalry  dash 
into,  &33;  reoccuplod  by  our  forces,  SUiL 
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FAIRPIEI.D,  Mr.,  of  Me.,  ofTcrs  petitions  for  Abo- 
lition III  the  Fvdvral  Dislrict,  LH 
Fanedil  Hall,  liuston,  is  rcTused  for  a  meeting 

to  CiHHildcr  the  circiiin!iun>w  of  Lovojoy's  dralh,  '■«'* 

Favn'IX,  Col.,  captiircU  and  shot  iu  Texas,  i.'iO 
Farsu.vu.  Col.  N.  L.,  wounded  at  Uij]!  Run,  MiL 
FAYErrEviLLB.  N.  C,  Beizuroof  Arsenal,  411 ;  485. 
"  J-hUraL-t,  77i.-,"  citation  from,  42;  43;  ill. 
Feosrvusts,  Tiik,  tlieir  politicaTblundcra,  82; 

thfir  fiirrlv'n  policy,  201 
F*EUALK  Anti-Slaveky  SOCIETY,  mobbed,  127. 
Field.  David  Dcdlry,  10':;  in  the  'Teaco'  Con- 

forcnct',  ;WS;  abavnt  from.  4SML 
riu.iD'jSTEUi.vo,  \vitl»  regard  to  Cuba,  209-^270; 

iiartl;!lp;ilor4  In,  ncvt  r  broiijrht  to  justici<  In  t)i«  i:nl<>n, 
■"•>;  Inilomwl  by  ih«  Diiiiocratfo  jMirty,  277-S:  ilo- 
D<Kin:v<l  by  the  Kopiiblluiris,  2iS. 
FiLLMOUK,  Millari),  Dominated  for  Vioo-Prosii- 
di-nr,  VJi;  bl.t  am-Ml»n  lo  the  l'i\»l<l>  ncy.  2t)S;  in  the 
Wljljf  Convtiitiiin  i.f  1n'»2.  2.'a :  tiotiilnat.-irT^r  Pposi- 
doat,  -Hi:  hi*  sfMwh  »l  Alliany,  24s :  iLo  voto  ho  rc- 
ccIvinI.  2  t?;  voto  cast  far  him  in  K<-ntiickv.  Uii 

PisiiER,  Vol.,  (Rel)ci,)  killed  at  Bull  Run,  an 
FirzPATniCK,  Rekjauix,  of  Ala.,  uotninated  for 

Vlc.'l'r.-!>idi'nt,8li 
FLOIUJ.V,  invasions  of;  destruction  of  the  nejjro 
and  In  liaii  fori  there,  ITT;  Mithilntws  from  tlio  iK-mo- 
cratic  Conwntlon.  :J14 :  »i-ccA.<l>in  inm-tini;  in. 
ec-Mion  o^  and  voto  Kipn-on,  <M7;  |Mi|iii!s:l<in  l;i  ISCO, 
851;  MS  /ure  of  Kcdcnil  iirolwrty;  i-'orl  IVktins  bc- 

FwjR,  annual  product  of,  by  £th  census,  12. 

Fl-OVO,  .loil.v,  (;<»vernor  of  Va.,  sympathizes  with 
thv  \iiIlirt.T%ii!S>, 

Floyd,  loii.v  B..  his  opinion  on  the  Cuba  quos- 
tlo:i,  i&i  :  Hi  dI*(w.5ltion  of  tlio  FwJcral  rorct>»  In  T.-xi«, 
8(>:  r  -^i-nn  hi^  i>i»»l  of  Si>m't»ry  of  Wur;  sclKnluli- of 
Iilsord  -r  for  tran>lVror  arms  from  l'ttuUurjh.4.1-':  hii 
rua'to:!!!  f>r  n-.ii^'tiliic.  -tiJ.t ;  on  mriMiiut  of  hi.i  dt-I.tlca- 
tliiin,llil.  411  ;  iillioion  t->.  4 I  t:  l'oIlttnl\  .•iiii:in'rnton 
o£tlH''"rvic-.<«..f.  4Ui  allusion  to. +4ii  Md;  nni*.  rsi'd.-s 
<ii-n.  \Vi*.'  in  W.  St  Vlruiiiia;  tlurbiitinrof  (arnlfi'X 
Ferry,  ojj,  vAWls  hi*  i-scapu  fn>in  Goii.  Ili'nhain,  Ctifl. 

FLauri.\t)Y,  Fkancis  B,,  of  Ark,  .t03;  ajJL 
FooFB.  II.  S.,  of  Mi.<»s.,  I97j  opposraOl.iv'H  Com- 

pro  n'so  iii.  asiire«s  2«l:  «To^not  ol.l»>ct  to  nbullshln^ 

tho  Shivr-.Tnido  in  tlu-  DiMrict,  2*1;  201;  chuwn 

'Utilo.i'  <lovfrnor  of  ,MU»i,«»i[ipi.  2ii: — 
FooTE,  (.'ait  ,  at  tlio  lijittlu  of  Belmont.  fiOT. 
FottXEY,  COL.  Joiiy  IT,  (Hebel.)  allusion  to  in 

Br.ii;.'  i  oriK  r,  4aC;  woundcNl  at  I>rane»vill«>,  Cifil 

Foa\i;v.  John-  \V.,  chosen  Clerk  of  tlio  House, 

M:  rli.»».  n  C  lerk  of  Iho  t»i'nnU-. 
Foils vru,  Joii.v  v.,  to  envoy  from  To-tm,  1^1^ 
Foar  BBAUi:nGAP.D,  be-sie^jed  ami  taken,  CU4-5. 
Fort  Ciauk,  bomb;trded,  &'.)0 ;  captured,  SHIL 
Ft.  IlArTEKAS,  bt»iul)ardcd,  5:)3;  raptured,  OQQ. 
Foi«T  Jackson',  G.i.,  seized  by  Georgia,  ilL 
Fort  Jack.sox,  La.,  seizid  by  the  State,  41? 
Four  MAOo:^,  noizcd  by  North  Camlina,  All 
Fo:iT  M  .'llAE.  seized  by  the  Florida  troopst,  412. 
FoP.T  Morgan,  seized  by  Alabatna,  4rj 
FouT  MocLtniE,  evacuated  by  Major  Anderson, 
41":  what  tho  Charleston  pap^Vs  iaU\,  407-S:  ocoa- 
pK<l  by  ».  C,  4J9;  llrvs  on  Star  of  ihe  West,  ill. 
Fo:ir  I'lCKENS,  Ha.,  oceupicd  by  LiouL  Slemmcr, 
41-:  onlcr  of  nr.ipa,  4!\C> :  IV«M<Ieni'i  .Me»sn-rp,  tM: 
TM>L-I  nttack  on  ^iinta  Uosa  Island  etc.,  CU1-U)J. 
Fjijt  Pike,  seized  by  Louisiana  trooi)S,  412. 
Foar  I'L  LASKi.  seized  by  Georpatrtvips,  n  l 
Fort  Soott,  Kansas,  captured  by  Montgomery^ 

20;  opcuplwl  by  Ocn.  I'rIw.  hsL. 
FoRr  .Smith,  Ark.,  seized  by  Solon  Borland,  IM. 
Fort  St.  Philip,  seized  bv  Louisiana,  ILL 
FoRf  Si-MTEE,  407  ;  MnjoV  Anderson  takes  pa«t- 

»e»sion  of;  wliat  the  Charl<>«ton  papers  Mid,  407-8;  tho 
8t(»r  of  tliu  Went, 41i^  closel v  InTcated.  Ocn.  Hootl 
favi.rs  the  evocudUuB  oi;  430;  C«L  Laiaon'a  Tiili  to 


Charleston,  442;  coinn>ene«ment  of  tho  bombardoMnt, 
445-4;  map  of  the  contest;  rnthuslattn  of  tho  defend- 
ers, 44.'i;  rLiw>rl  of  an  eye-«rilne»\  44>>-7 ;  Wliriall  visits 
tho  flirt,  ■44s;  Iho  anrreniler. 4  >>-!>  •  Kr'-al  exelteiacnt  at 
tho  Noit"IirT;»3 :  the  IVualdent's  .Medsa;;e.  iiH 

KoRT  Walker,  bombarded,  GOl ;  aipturod,  C05. 
Foster,  Hphr^mm  11^  on  annexation,  172. 
Foster,  IIe.vry  D.,  of  Pa.,  beaten,  byCurtin,  326. 
FouKB,  CoL.  PiiiLif  B..  anecdote  of,  507. 
FR-VXCe,  acquisition  of  Louisiana  br,  .Vlj  cession 

of.  tu  the  rnlt4Ml  f^uteiv,  Mj,  is  propiUaliMTTo  favor  our 
Anne.\atlon  iM-hyiiu  s.  lOJTo  LIl ;  inc  policy  of  ^'.-isti- 
Inxfin  toward.  2^1.");  extr.vil  fr»i  n  the  Iri'alv  with.  2Ci- 
2Cd;  proposes  to  (;u:inuitcu  Cuba  Ut  6[ialn.'270  ;  439. 

Frankfort,  Ky.,  Socessionisfiito  nioettljoro,  49.1. 
Franklin,  Bsnjamin,  Soj  42^  107;  2.i>;  i.'»-G. 
Franklin,  .Tesse,  of  N.  C,  Cliainnan  of  Com- 

mltteo  oa  Indhinu  Territory  meraorUls  for  S^lavery,  filL 

Fr  vnku.n,  T.  K.,  iu  '  Poaco  Conlorcncx?,'  4ol". 

FREi>nRlcK,  Md..  a  constable  at,  makes  an  offer 
to  tlio  slKTlfTof  .Mi)nlrL'al.  the  Lejifslature convenes 
at.  470:  a  I'liiou  lloinuOiiaril  orj:nni/.od  at,  471. 

FRKHEiiiCKTaw.N,  Mo.,  Rebels  beaten  at,  .'iai. 

/red  Preii,  The,  1 1 .'». 

Frke-Soilbiis,  Tub,  their  Convention  of  1848, 
1'->I ;  their  riitfortn,  191;  Convention  of  1Sj2,  22:}. 

Fbee-.Siatk  Motel,  at  L:iwrcnce,  destroyed,  244. 

Frelinghi  ysen,  Tiieo.,  for  Vicc-Pre>idt  nt,  HA. 

Frkmont,  John  C,  noinin:ited  for  I'rofident,  24S; 
the  voto  he  reci-lved.  24S:  c.'»U'*<'S  a<^l!rrie(|  f.rr  hi*  lanro 
vote,  etc,  ^ly-aotl;  vote  east  f.ir  bini  in  Keniue'"  V..W2; 
apiioi n t-  d  Mnj. -< Je nend  In  tho  i:>>.;iihir  Ariav.  6/-^:  np- 
IM>lntei|  til  the  .Mi>»oiirl  lX'|Kirtine:ir.  ."iS':  IimTToTT  t  t/» 
the  IVesident,  byj  4;  Ills  ie*iimunv  belorv  the  Oim- 
inlttee  on  tho  Conduct  of  the  War,  his  rroclaina- 
tlonor.Vu!<.«lj  istfi  the  disiwwiTiriri  nf  hU  fortx-s; 
his  reply  l.i  tlio  r»-(|iiisltion  on  him  from  Wa-,hintflon, 
&57:  his  eff  irts  to  r.  lleve  l/i-xlnjton.  Ml:  eors  to 
Ji  tfers-in  I'lly.  tt^'J;  piishon  weitwnnl:  Is  visiied  by 
Oen.  Cimeron  and  MHt»\  M>1>;  resirhes  Wa.s.iw;  Zaso- 
nyi  *  char-ire,  .'>yi-.';  is  ixTII^ed  of  hU  cotii:iuii.l. 
review  <.f  tlie  dllUeulties  attelidhi;;  his  e.iiuiwlk'n.  etc, 
allii>lon  to.  (i-'7. 

FKOsr,  (ii:N.  D.  M.,  surprised  and  cnpturofl,  4gQ. 
Fugitive  Slave  Law,  lO!):  2lu  to  2J4  ;  212-13. 
Fulton,  Robert,  Ibi  Eli  Whitney  to,  Cjj  iii 

G. 

Q.viNES,  Gkn.,  ordered  to  Goorgi.t,  liU;  instructed 

to  destniy  Klorid:i  fttrt.  I7T- 

Gallatin,  Mr,  approaches  Great  Britain  with 

resiH-ct  to  futdiive  slaves.  ILL 
Gauule,  U.  R  ,  sijftier  ofa  letter  to  liovejoy,  131; 

]Ml  m  ikes  a  r»'|vtrt  In  ihc  Miivvmrl  (Juuvcntion,  4^ 

is  ehi>sen  <}ovornor  of  .\li;i»iMiri,  ftTil 
Gantt.  Gen.  K.  W.,ou  Unioaismin  .\rkan8ag.r)I5. 
(Jardner,  Lieut.  Col.,  killed  at  Bidl  Run.  {LLL 
Garner,  Margaret,  the  case  of,  2iil 
OARNKrr,  Mls  :oe  R.  H,  of  Va.,  oxnltingl?  pro- 

claliii*  the  s^-cn-sslon  ofS.  (\,  at  W,i>liluj;t«i;i,  4»i7  ;  leUcr 

to  Tiesoitt,  of  .S.  C  4T'J->1>. 

GAUNLTf,  Gen.  RoDERr  S.,  attacked  .it  Liurel 

mil.  5^  at  fa.Tie\"s  Konl.  Wl;  his  de:iili.  iiL 
GAUXErr,  Mr.,  of  Va.,  reports  in  favor  of  t^lavo- 

holdln.:  ia  In  liana  Territory,  .M 
Garrard,  i'ol.,  in  c<»mniaud  at  Wildcat,  G15. 
Garrett,  J.  W.,  Prcsiilent  of  B.  and  Uhio  Rail- 

nuul;  lii^  dispatch  to  the  r.:i'.t I m. .m authorltlei,  4C5 ;  ifll 

Garrlsonians,  The,  llo;  117. 

GARRtsJN,  Wm  Lloyii.  Ill;  sketch  of  his  life, 

LlAto  U> :  ailiudon  to,  l-'l  ;  i ::■•<;  1J7 ;  liL 
Gasconade  Liud.-.e,  ilo.,  burut  by  ItcbeLs,  iOL 
GAjiTON,  Ji  DGB  Wji..  of  N.  C,  liis  opiniou  applied 

in  the  DfiMl  .Hc4itt  cause, 

Gate?,  (iEN.,  omaui  ipates  his  Klavcii,  L^)?;  515. 
Gauldex,  W.  B^  of  Ga.,  In  Dem.  Conveution, 
8IC-17. 

Gauley  Bridge,  burut  by  Gen.  Wise,  621. 
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Qaulbt  MotTNT,  Roaocrans's  attempt  on,  MR. 

Geary  &  Welles,  in  tlio  Alton  riots,  137. 

Ge.viiy,  Gem.,  c.ipturos  iJolivar  HighU,  G20. 

Geaky,  Juii^  W'.,  Governor  of  Kauaas,  213. 

GB>f.  AiiusTBOxo,  The  Piuv.meeii,  Go:}. 

Ge.iiu.1"/  l/.'ii"  rs  tl  K  >nnrip(U:vn,  The,  112. 

GEonas  IV..  Mauifosto  of  Jan.  9tli,  181:J,  007. 

Geop.tia,  pot'.lemontof,  by  Oglcthorpo,  .|U_:  opjx>- 
BUii>'i  t<s  nn'l  InlT'iiluction  of,  Wavi-ry,  8J;  Diiric*n  lle- 
•oUitionn  Sl.ivi  ry,  J)J;  c»»aciirTvnTO  of,  intlic  I>«-chi- 
railD.n  i>r  liiili-|>i-ti<K-')co.  a :  slavo  |Mi|iiil.itiuii  in  ITIO; 
trui>;>:4  fnriilsii.-tl  iliirl:ix  tUu  KtrviiliiUi>n.  HO;  ho-  U-rri 
tiirLil  rl  iluis.  ^^J^  ci'  U-s  Iut  icn'i'.orv,  5J •  Tn  cinnoctlun 
with  iIk-  I'oitoii  <»i"i,  Jii  6ii  G<)vrTn>ui»  fymia- 
thll  ■*  with  .Ni-.lliiliT:*,  l;H;  her  pfrl1iliuji«lri>;Uni<-nt 
of  th,'  I  ■  <lii»n.i.  LU  !>•>;  l')-'*:  slu-  olfL-ra  a  rewarU  (»r 
the  :irr  'St  i»t'<l:irri»:»t»,  Lii;  witliilr.iw^  fntin  ihc  IK'tm*- 
cralJf  OHt:iv>  in:i»n.  !;:.">;  Mr.  (JuuMcn  prnti'St*,  810; 
Bpci's-iitn  ini'fii'ij  l.i.  >:  Milif.iry  (inivcatl'in  nt 
Mil!<vl.r'villc.  ;;-t7;  S.i  iilu-nVs  t'nio'n  Bpn-ch,  Mi  ti) 
*M;  h.T.->:i|i'/:il  for  <l  -hy  ki-pt  ■i-rn-t  In  th>.'  ^i>:Uh  <.":ir<>- 
lln:i  Oinvvntlon,  itt">  •  h  v<-s<-iin  oL  nn'l  voto  ilirrfon, 
W7;  |ii)i>!il!H:ii;i  in  1  s  i\  !V>! ;  ofTors  vtilunN-er*  t<i  h<jutb 
Coniliiut,  -tti);  ^,•^i5uro  uf  l\<L-ial  proiHTiy  by,  411. 

Ghent,  Tu;;aty  o?,  102 ;  do.  results,  176. 
GtDDixu.s.  Josnu.v  U..  150  ; 
GiLM.vx,  .Mil.,  of  Alum,  111.,  m  to  141. 
GiLMHO,  John"  A.,  {£ X.  C,  resoliiiioii  by,  :tO.'»-r.. 
Gilue:i,  Tiich.  W.,  t  )  T/,e  J/ I'li-onuui,  i5t>;  LkL 
Gist,  Gov.,  of  ,S.  ().,  Hummons  liis  Legislature, 

Gleason-,  Caim'..  ut  sicpoof  I/03tinglon,  Mo.,  SSH-O. 
Gle.v,  Mil.  of  Miss.,  iu  Dcm.  Convention,  ol4. 
C/o6?,  T.u;  U  l.  • 

Godfhey,  Gilman  &  Co..  in  Alton  mob,  i:{?)-l4l. 
Gold,  export  o^,  by  s(h  iioccuQial  Census,  Hi. 
GouAo,  Texas,  b.uiloat,  150. 
GOODELU  WiLLLVM,  111;  125. 
GORMA.v,  Gex.,  at  K(l ward's  Ferry,  624. 
Gosi'ORr;  seo  XoiiPOLK. 

Gorr,  DAN'iGf.,  ol'  N.  Y..  his  resolve,  condemning 

thu  Si«vu-  tViittc  in  tho  F.tU-ml  Distrlcl,  123. 
Graftox,  Va,  :>'2i ;  !LL1. 

Grauam,  Wii.  A..ory.  C,  for  Vice-President,  22.1. 
Grant,  G  EX.  U.S.,  21 A ;  solicits  rcfnlorccments 

of  Fivinunt,  .'iST.  »4'n  U  t.-'>o[i*  a^talnst  .Ii-ff.  Tliotniisoix. 

691:  hl:4  iKU^nrTiii  tho  U  -hclsat  Ik'iMKiiit,  ^  to  .V);  ; 

his  hurm- 1»  icllioil  iuhI'T  IiIiii  tUvrv,  COT;  uccupios  Pa- 

ducUi,  CI3:  U\s  pnK:.utn;tti<in,  CHI 

Great  B:utain",  lur  tirl/  recognition  of  our 

Inclepcn'.l  •iie<»,  17;  flr^i  t  -i  lia  in  ^l:lvcs  by,  2_^;  early 

Jailicl.il  ■ij)iniiiii«  nil  iho  Sl.ivc- i  ra<le.  SOj  aliilMini  t.i, 
13:  prij  iilica  actinat  thi'  C<>it<in  Gin.in:  Ihr  war  of 
ISlj.  'Jl :  hi  r  t.naty  Rti;»iil.nlona  with  ri';;.iril  to  tho 
ln«li.-in\  tui;  is.-il  >i(  Intriu-iln^  .o^iinst  our  Annc\- 
aUd:)  w:;»':nrs,  122  I'l  j  diJitruViTey  with  rosarii  ti» 
fta^ilivo  rI:i\  i  »,  ITj  t'TT?7;  tho  Holy  Alllunci'.  'ir,"; ; 
proline's  tn  ^i:irini»-ii  i'liux  t<i  ;^[ialii,  •jlO ;  410;  ac-il<in 
with  r  -*pffl  to  LJiil  priv;il>tT!«.  prcevilcnts  riimbhi'.l 
by  K:i?:.i:iil  la  i:io  \VL;ruf  I  I  J.  C't;  .M.iJwm  ainl  JSjiU-Il, 
60(5:  fMr.i<-t  f r  >  n  f.io  Prince  l;r:'vnt  »  M.inirv»:o  of 
1313;  t!i.' (1  iw.i's  IV.K'U:n.'.!i"n  of  !_^C)7:  doiuands 
and  ivc»IVi-»  I'M'  puMoas  of  .\ta.vin  and  ^liiiell,  fiiLi 

GreulP.,  Lt.  •Tn;i\'  T  ,  kil'oJ  al  (Jroat  Bethel,  .'»31. 

Greene,  Uv^  (jEN.,  befriends  Wljitncy,  <>0-r.l. 

Green',  one  »if  Jo!.n  Drown's  men,  204;  208-0. 

GiffiE-'.'viLL::,  Tonn.,  Unimi  Cvmvcnlion  at,  -is.;. 

Gre^o,  Col.  MAXt;Y,  at  Vienna,  Va.,  ^Xl. 

Grieo,  .IrsriCH,  217  ;  on  Drcd  Scott,  2') 7. 

Grow,  <;An;snA,  ori'a.,  oneri*  a  bill  for  tho  ad- 
inl.vi.>n  of  K  in».ia.  2J1 ;  is  a  canrUil  ite  for  Sjxaker, 
904;  cUo5on  .SpcakiT  at  th<*  K\'trsi  Session, 

GRUUEtt,  Rev.  J.vcod,  lO'J. 

Gru.ndy,  Feli.x,  iH-vitcn  by  John  Bell,  179. 

GuTiir.iE,  J.VME3,  of  Ky.,  in  the  Democratic  Con- 
Tcnilon  of  ISCO.  017;  Slii  liis  report  In  tho  'Pcaco 
Confrrcniu','  ;;jT-'<  :  bis  pl:in  of  ampnilment,  and  tho 
TOtlBf  thereon,  iSQ.  to         bU  preamble,  and  tho 
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adopted  pmposltiona,  402;  tak«s  p«rt  in  the  Union 

mt'ctin;;  at  Lontsvlllf,  5337 

GuYANDOTTB,  Va,,  capturod  by  Rebels,  &2fi. 


H. 

TiACKLKT,  Prof.  Chas.  W.,  to  Jeff.  Davis,  512. 
Haoerstow.v,  Md.,  John  Brown  at, 
IIauoeuty,  LiEL'T.  Col.,  killed  at  Biiil  Uun, 

1 1  ALDERMAN,  Dr.  J.  A..  ioS. 

IIalr.  Joun  p.,  of  N.  IT.  171 ;  175;  nominated 
for  l'rv»|.K«nt.  :  'iU :  4»>-J  ;  Wivporton  the  dvfttruo- 
tlnn  of  the  Norfolk  Navy  Yard.  41;i-4;  477 

Hall,  Wiu.aru  P.,  of  Mo.,  225;  cho!«CQ  Lieut 

(fovornor  of  hU  Stat4.\ 

Halleck,  (Jex.  IIe.vry  W.,  succeeds  to  tho  com- 
mand tn  Misiuiurl.  >4)J. 

Hamilton',  .\le.yaxder,  42j  letter  from  Lafaj- 

ctto  t»,       bi;  11)7;  luttur  to  Mn<liM>n.  35L 
Hauiltox,  Sxdrew  J.,  of  Texas.  a.iO ;  ZML 
Hamiltox,  Gex.  James,  Jr.,  of  S.  C,  iii2. 
Hamijitt,  jAMEii,  a  fugitive  slave,  215. 
Haulix,  Haxxibal,  188;  nominated  for  Vioe- 

Prenidt-nt, 
Hammep,  Wm.      of  Miss.,  1£LL 
IIammoxd.  James  H^  of  S.  C,  144:  180:  181 ; 

IIamxer,  Rev.  Jajtes  G.,  on  Slavery,  filL 

IIamptox,  Va.,  bunit  by  Magrudor's  order,  Si23. 

Hamitox,  Coi-.,  wounded  at  Bull  Run,  ItLL 

Hardy,  Commander  Robert.  liQlL 

Hardwicke,  Lord,  on  Slavery,  22. 

Harlan,  Mr.,  of  Iowa,  307. 

Harney,  Gkn.  Wm.      makes  a  compact  with 

Oen.  IVlce;  Is  wiiwrm-HlTd,  AIL 

Harpek'.s  Feiuiy.  414 ;  ar^nal  fired  and  evacu- 
ated, idi;  evacuated  by  lU-bt-lit.         Ik-p  Juiij*  Pliowif. 

HAkitisuCRO,  Pa.,  fugitive-slave  arrc-its  ut, 

lUuRisnuRf;,  Texa.o,  burnt  by  Santa  .\nna,  1  r>0. 

HAmilH,  (rov.  I.SJIAM  G..  of  Tcnn.,  349  ;  his  an- 
swiT  t<>  tho  President's  r»'(iiil»ltlon,  4M;  4 si;  fili 

Harisis.  GE.V..  (Rebel,)  5(4;  5IG;  fifilL 

H  vRRiso;:,  Wm.  Henry,  52-3  ;  154;  515. 

Hartford  Convention,  Tub,  lifi. 

Hatterah,  bombardment  of  the  forts  at,  509; 

their  cai>tuns  6<x);  fiiL 
II  vwES,  RicuARD,  of  Ky.,  allusion  to,  500 ;  sue- 

Cecils  Johnson,  os  '  Provl^limal'  Uovernor,  C17. 
Hawkins,  ('apt.,  at  Fredcrickiowu,  .Mo.,  QHL 
Hawkins,  i^i..,  (Union,)  UM 
Hawkin.s  Jn.,  tho  first  Knglish  slave-trader,  23. 
HAYNt:,  CoL.,  sent  to  W.  by  Gov.  Pickens,  412. 
HaYNE,  llOIJERT  Y.,  8Gj  ILL 
llAZELiiritsT.  Isaac,  speech  at  the  Philadelphia 

'  IV-awj'  met  tin ;t,  Siiik 
II.VZLITT,  with  15rown,  208;  is  executed,  109. 
Heint7j:lman,  CJex.  S.  P.,  woun(ic<l  nt  Bull  Run, 

M.");  oHicial  rei^rt  of  tho  battle,  o46;  {jiL 
HELI'ER,  HINTON  R.,  304. 

Hendricks,  T.  A.,  of  Ind.,  beaten  by  Lane,  22fi. 
IIentiy.  Alex.,  Mayor  of  Philadolnhin ;  calls  a 

*  iVace'  mr«tins,  'Mi;  bis  »|»cocb,  863;  hU  prohibition 

of  O.  W.  (•u^ti^  8^7; 
Ilr.NRY,  CrSTAVus  .\.,  a  Cnmmi.'sionor  from  Ton- 

nc'S-n-fl  to  thu  fonfedonicy,  iii 

Henry,  Patrick,  33_i  12j  speech  against  con- 

solirlatinn  of  Federal  |iower.  etc..  81. 

Hericimek,  N.  Y.,  Dcm.  Convention  at,  ICG. 

Hickory  Point,  Ka.,  Free-State  meeting  at,  242. 

Hicks,  Gov.  Tnos.  II.,  of  Md.,  refuses  to  con- 
vene bll  Lcgl<laturo,  ?H9 ;  401  :  h.VBnirncs  the  Dultl- 
moro  moll,  4<.l ;  4<y. :  hl»  interview  with  the  Pr»».*ldent, 
4«<;  letter  fr<>in~Frcr»  tary  Sewanl  to,  4<57;  4C9;  hit 
MesMjcc  tn  the  Ke<^slaturu,  470-71 ;  iMac*  a  proclama- 
tion for  troops,  47a. 
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TIitL,  D.  II.,  report  of  flprht  at  Bethel,  lilL 
li:N'DM.vx,  Tnos.  C,  of  Ark^propososon  amond- 

nic.nt  to  the  Constitution.  ST4. 
lIo.Mt.  .Samceu  account  of  liia  misflion  to  South 

Carolina,  Hi  to  Is.') ;  hli  ofUcial  rc[K»rt,  li^ 
Uowif;         R,of  Kj.,  ia  Ucbol  Coni^TO.ss,  017. 
IIOLUXR,  CouMANDi^li,  IiIh  Mi5si.<»ippi  llj^ht,  QSLL 
II01.M AN,  Mn.,  of  In  I.,  51:0 :  ritil. 
UoLM!:«.  Joav.  of  Ma»^..  70;  bis  voto  on  the 

.\li»Mjiiri  Coniimimlsi'.  W; 
II01.T,  JosKi'U,  of  Ky.,  Sec-oUry  of  War,  AHIL 
HoPKixs,  ilsy.  Samuel,  ;!7j  TJj  254-5. 
IlocsTOS,  Sam.,  I  t:);  goes  to  Tcxa<«,  1  ^0 ;  con- 

f •«  wl  h  .liM-Nson.  ITil ;  U-a«  niinnFits  for  Oovornor, 

S-iO  :  bin  ileaib.  :UD.~Schj  Tcxaa. 
IIcoEit,  (!ks.,  comniaud.^  near  Fort  Monroe,  JililL 
IIL•<;II^>^  Fa.\.\'cis  W'.,  4:'.;). 
nCMPiiKUY,  Ri:v.  LuTin;ii,  John  Brown  to, 
lIcNT,  (.Jex.  M::mucan, 

Hcnti;r,  C.y.s.  1>avh»,  wounded  at  Bull  Run, 

Mj;         OW;  .'.9t, 
llt7?yj:il.  It.  MJL,  of  Va.,  Sil;  a  Commissioner 

tnun  Davti  to  Oov.  J3<-k54>n.  ilL 
nrN'TnnsviLLi:,  Va.,  llobcl  post  captured.  fi2L 
HuTCULVsoss,  TiiE,  McCloUoa  cxpcl.<s  g^lA-SQ. 

L 

iDsariLLE,  erects  a  fort  on  tho  Mississippi,  Si. 
Ib:iauim  PACn.v,  plants  cotton  in  Kty-pt, 
Illinois,  tlio  Douf»lxs- Lincoln  debate  in,  aiil ;  tlio 

ivsult,  Mi>"J;  lilt'  State  plcUirrs  Jisni.^innco  I'l  Ui»  K<-n- 

tiicky  Uni<>nis(ft,iii^   S-o  ('\ibo  nnil  .\i.t<»^. 
Imi'ORTh,  valuo  of,  by  8th  decennial  census,  2i 
Indiana,  Il<'pub!ican9  beaten  in.  301 ;  Uopubli- 

cms  n  iinjorlty  in.  itJJ:  th«<  Mtoto  {tUxIgos  aMlsUincs  to 

tliu  Kcntu<-kf  rnlunista.  lil^ 
Indiana  TKRiUioar,  formation  of,  effortsi  to  in- 

Iro.luco  Slavery.  vU"^  »ii=a. 

Indlvn Ai-oMS,  lud..  President  Lincoln  at,  ±1SL 

Indian  Coon,  lj)j  annual  proJuct  of  in  1o.j9,  22. 

Indianola,  Texas,  Star  of  liio  Wostfwizod  at,  413. 

Induns,  enslavement  of,  27j  do.  by  t!>o  Puri- 
t«n.v  fO^  tn-atmpnl  of  the  Cmrks  and  fhiTokfos  by 
Ot>on;ii;  I*ri'Milrnl  Ailonis  i>rt>t^Tt»  tluMii  fnnii  llm 
Goor2t;in  autlioritira,  etc.,  IftJ;  I'rv^itK'nt  ,I.vkwin  Ta- 
Toni  tli>  ir  rxpuMioa  fniin  (m'otcih,  H)>  :  tliclr  Umls 
posod  of  by  IJttpry,  IO.V  Ooorpla  dcflc*  tho  Inili;vn 
Uw<(.anil  li.mTs  Taasctla,  li)0;  troutici  made  with  thoso 
of  K311US,  '££1, 

iNGBiUjOLi^  CiiAULES  J.,  of  Pa.,  report.^  in  favor 
of  .\nncxatlnn,  ITl ;  extract  from  sik-ocU  in  ISl.V,  1  il 

lNGi:it:iOi.^  Joseph  K.,  of  Pa.,  siMJoch  at  the  Phil- 

Iowa,  dimiaishod  Republican  voto  in,  300-:t01. 
Ikedell,  James,  of  N.  C,  explains  tho  omission 

of  the  irord  «/<rr«  In  the  (V'tistltutiun, 
Irun,  product  of,  pig  and  wrought,  23. 
Ikvikk,  Col.,  crosses  into  \Vest  Virginia,  521. 
IvEUSON,  Ali'.,  of  Ga., '  ftre-cating'  sixsochof,  373. 

L 

JACtwoN,  Andbew,  cnntrastoil  with  Calhoun  ^ 
their  early  are  chos«.'n  I'resiilent  and  Vicc-lVcsl- 
dent.  in  l^'Q-i.  ftc„  S-^a;  h<>  aiiroj-atos  tho  I'roteotlvo 
•ystuin,  is  ri'olofteil  tn  ls:!i,  9 »;  his  onlcr*  to  iJon. 
Bcott  a.nd  in.struclion»  to  thu  <<)lli?ct«r  of  t'hirle^ton, 
9i;  Is  gtrikinijiy  contrasted  with  Uurhanan;  hli  Pruc- 
Taiiiatlon.  Uji'  he  aiiticituti-s  n:i<l  ri-fu'.cs  ono  of  .Ii';r. 
l>»vi«i"»  in.inlfr»t«>es ;  at>|icn!«  ti»  tho  |>eoplo  of  Sorith 
CtiTuilna.  etc..  t'T:  {lis  Siier|:il  MoMii^ro  ii?\inst  NuUiil- 
catlon,  1^9;  hi«  eiilrst-niicnt  reiT'lfctlon,  and  stn>n~t!i  tn 
the  Knv  M.-iti  a.  l.tL.';  hi*  di»^i;a:'.u;ti.in  uith  thj  foin- 
Iironiisu  T.-iriif,  clf..  Irtl :  writes  to  a  friend  hU  opluion 
thi"r«'on.  :  nri.Mtiates  a  treaty  with  iho  Vlier»l»ee4  in 
l!sI7.  hiseieriion  in  ISJS;  he  Ijnoro*  ilio  rlihisof 
the  Indians ;  exlr.u-t  fr<»!ii  his  Mi'c.'vi:;!',  |i>t :  hW  dupli- 
city with  ilio  Indiana,  lu.');  jvrinlts  (K-orcia  to  defy  tho 
U.'tL  Court  decree,  lOCJUU  Mossuga  on  lUo  clrculattua 


of  Jlbolltlon  doeamenta,  15B:  letter  to,  tma  Dr.  Majra, 

1S3;  lol :  U'.»  ri'ply  to  Ullaier's  lelti'r,  l.'i^O:  ia.stnio- 
tlons  to  Oen.  Oaines  with  resiK-et  to  fii^itivo  staTefl^ 
ITT:  2H:  g.V);  allusion  to.  3T«i  i^rtj  ili 

Jackson,  Claiborne  F.,  of  Mo.,  cho!«en  Goy- 

cmor.  :itl ;  folly  cointnittod  to  Seceaslun,  S:J ;  e^lts  his 
Lc-ls!.ituro  together,  ."11*;  h!j  ri-p!y  to  tbL-  Prcsidenfa 
r.ill  for  tnxjps,  40'):  his  el<'Ctio:i  as  (lovcmor  of  Mo., 
4-»^:  4-*9:  iMuesTclrcu'.ar:  caMs  f.»r&VM)j  militia. 431- 
2i  allusion  to. .WJ ;  his  ii»Llt:iry  ai>;><>lnt:itent«:  ho  flie« 
lo  Warsaw,  ■'iTl  ;  retreatjt  tliron-ii  CirtliaTi',  fiT."<;  hli 
iwl.'irnilnn  of  ln<lerK?mlenee.  !i','t ;  iir'.roLUtes  an  alli- 
ance with  the  C-onf.»d.'mry.  olii  asK-niMi-s  his  Lepl*!*- 
turo  at  Ncualio,  and  has  an  Ordinance  of  ^ecvasioo 
I>a.%se<l.  ij>3-»A 

Jackson,  (Ien.  11.  R.,  commands  Rebel  fonxis 
ot  .Monten-y,  Va..  i^fi. 

Jack.son,  Gen.,  ('"^oaowjill,")  falla  back  before 
I'uttersou's  advance.  &>.\ 

Jackson,  Mb.,  of  M.tsa.,  petitions  for  Abolition 

In  the  Fodond  UlstrloL  IVa. 

Jackson,  tho  hoi  el-keeper  at  Alexandria,  kills 

Ellsworth,  and  is  hln)s<df  8lain.  £uX 

Jackson;  see  Foat  Jack.so..' an.l Ca:ip  Jackson. 
Jacobins,  Tue,  their  demand  }  of  t'.io  U.  S.,  2iifL 
Jamison,  Gen.  D.  F..  of  S.  C,  clio;<en  President 

of  the  Seeesalon  Convention  ;  his  speccli,  Sjl. 
Jav,  John,  liis  Treaty  wilh  Great  Britain,  83 ; 
IV-sldent  of  the  N.  Y.  Einanriprjtioii  Society,  lOT;  8M  ; 
his  Treaty  burnt  In  tho  strvets,  'ati!^ 

Jefferson,  Thomas,  18^  citaiioa  fi-om  "Notes 

on  Virginia,"  21_;  aij  cxlr.ict  fnt-n  l^-jori  -liisl  Declara- 
tion of  Independence;  his  ri-asons  for  tiio  o  iilstiion  uf 
a  certain  pj.'>aj:''.ete.,  31;  prev-^:*  \i;-,riida's  deed 
of  cojislon,  Sli  his  Oi-i I lna.net>  of  lT-.l,lO:  ill  ^1;  in- 
stnietiuiis  to  l.ivin::<;ort.  {m^  ftis  iil;ii.itii.vy  with 
France  and  pnn-hiso  of  I^tul.'-iata.  r'Vti ;  ri-iicn.nenda 
tho  Ci'tlon-(ii:i,  Oj?:  t-iki-s  I'.i  -  ?iri:.uTa  \i<-\v  of  tho 
Missouri  question,  i.'>;  li-tler  tni:n  Adutiis  on  t'.io  <]urs- 
tUin,  H;  iK'ConieA  tile  lader  of  llio  •  lii';>u'.>'..cans,'  or 
' .\nli'^M>d^•n^li4l^'  bi^  his  aiubonkhlp  of  X'.io  lit-sola- 
tlons  of '93,  S3;  his  unoon3til:r.l<>ii;d  I.  M  h.-me, 

St:  li'tlers  toSrn:itorl!recklnriiI;:^-af.'l  W-I.nn  t".  Nicti- 
iAxs  >'>;  ofllclal  rfe.>rn:ui'nd.-ition  of  thf  Pnti  c:!  ve  sys- 
U'ta.  bJ;  lii:  UT:  2  >1:  his  f  trei^n  policy.  •-'^l-.'>:  »:;» 
o;)iiilon  of  tho  nature  of  a  ontr.ft.  i.'i'i :  ai;v-'<)oa  to, 
4-'t};  allusiun  t»  In  a  .^I^.■s1l^L)  of  J^lf.  Davis,  ^J'. 

Jenkin.s,  Col.,  surprises  GuyauJo'.ic,  Vx,  526. 
Johnson,  Am:.\.  B.,  sjxKJch'of.  at  .\lb.inj-,  331)- 

-tlO;  elector  his  nenlinienUon  tiio  i:ebeK  ijji, 
Jo:i\8t)N,  Andiiew,  of  Tonu.,   voted  for  ia 
("harleston  Convention.  SI" :  i;ieak»  In  faror  of  tho 
linion  In  the  Senate,  4  O;  burnt  in  q'.'.'.  •}■  at  Mcmphia, 
4  )T:  olfe.'s  arusoluliun  In  tho  So.nate. 

Johnson,  Bradley  T.,  disjctch  from  Kane,  4ii5. 
Jo!iN.s<3N,  Geo.  W.,  Hsxjs  from  KontiiLky  to  tho 

Confedenu-y,  CM;  chosen  '  Pnn-iiional"  (fMVe.-nor,  017; 
dies,  and  Is'  succeeded  by  KIchru-d  llawes,  CIT. 

JoriNso.N,  Her.->ciu:l  v.,  of  Ga.,  nomin.:ted  for 

Vice-Pn-sidonl  by  tho  Doujlas  Coi;imi:tee.  31 ';  votes 
ajalnst  the  Georgia  Ordin:\nc»'  of  Secession,  ii'.'. 

Jo:ins(jN,  J.  P.,  of  .\rk.,  announcvs  tho  withdrawal 

of  that  JjUte  from  tho  I»etni>cra!ic  Convention,  iilit 

Johnson,  Jcdob.  on  tho  CoUm-iiin.  »>j. 
JoHNSO.v,  LlEUT.-CoU,  killed  at  Bull  Run,  il3^ 
Johnson,  Rbvkrdy,  on  J.  l'.  Callioun,  o.Vi-s. 
Johnson,  Rev.  Thomas,  settled  in  Kansas,  235. 
Johnson,  Richard  M.,  an  aaii!g.iina;iuni,.t,  Lifi. 
Johnson,  Tnos.  B^  of  Ky.,  in  i"on:l  L'onrress,  617. 
Johnson,  W.^ldo  P.,  of  Mo.,  ofuTs  a  '  Pcaco'  «)- 

Solve  In  the  Setuite,  ilL 

Johnson,  \Vm.  Cost,  of  MiL,  oflbrs  resolves  to 

reject  Aliolilion  petitions  Kii. 

JoiiNsroN,  Cou  KiiWMii),  commands  t'lo  IwobeU 

at  .Miechanr  Siiminit,  Va.,  l'^"!. 
Johnston,  Gt.n.  Joseph  Ivj  evacii.itcs  Harper's 

F<-rry.  etc.,  !tXt;  Is  K  fl  at  llivrty  to  i-eenfoiTe  I)eanro> 
cinl,  :  ri'onforces  I{euuri".;jrd  ui  .M.uinA.«as,  &40 ; 
&4Jj  nutninks  Ueaure;:ar<l,  itU  ;  allusion  U;  CIH. 

Johnston,  Josiah     of  Lix.,  on  Cnh:\,  I'GS. 
Jones,  Cou,  (Rebel,)  wounded  at  Bull  Hun,  5^ 
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JOXRS,  Toi-  .Tames  A.,  Allegliany  Summit,  52L 
.TOSES,  LiKiT.,  evacuftte«  Harpor'a  Ferry,  6-12. 
JosEA  iiUKR;rF  SxMLEL  J.,  a  Border  Ruffian, 

Mi ;  throaU-u*  to  bwinburil  Ijiwronc^,  244. 
JoBDAX,  Col.,  (Rel>eL.)  boasts  of  having  received 

ricUils  of  our  plan  of  bsttlu  K-foro  Bull  Itnn,  fOO- 
JOSKIMI,  Tun,  captured  by  the  Savannah,  r>L>.s. 
Journal  of  Utii  Tinitf,  Tlit,  USl. 
JuDAn,  Tub,  destroyed  at  Pensaoola,  COl-2. 
JuLiAV,  George  W.,  of  Ind.,  nominated  for  Vice- 

rrvsidcDt  by  tbo  FrM-SolIcrs,  22i. 

K. 

Kaoi,  J.  IL,  a  liberator  of  slaves,  2.SG ;  rejoins 
Briorn  at  Topcka.  2^1;  l»  llrown*»  Secretary  of  War, 
tjj:  klllwl  at  IIaft»or^  Ferry,  m 

Kaxawiia:  sod  West  ViROixiA. 

Kank,  JciKiB  Joiix  IC,  letUT  to  from  Polk,  ICS; 
his  (tecUioa  In  the  ca«e  of  Eu|ihoinia  Willlaius,  2lK 

Kane,  flKOiwJE  P.,  Marshal  of  the  Baltimore  Po- 
lice, lil ;  |nits  a  Mop  to  the  riot  at  Haltlmoro,  4f>4  •  hl» 
ditmtrh  to  ItRulli-v  T.  ilobnfton,  4&j;  Is  sent  to  Fort 
Mcllcnrj-  l»y  ticn.  Ituller,  frJO. 

Kansas,  tho  Nebraska-Kansas  etrugi;le,  22i  to 
2.M;  odmittfd  as  a  Suto,  2uL  (!^v«  JoiL-i  Bkuwn, 
BouiiRK  Kri-KiAiin,  etc.) 

KEAB.SARoe.  U.  S.  Gl'XBOat,  blockades  tho  Sura- 
tor  at  (J ibraltar,  fill  " 

Keitt,  Lau  rknck  iL.  of  S.  C,  on  abettor  of  the 
MOult  on  Suinnrr.  gO:>;  In  i^t-ccsiilon  Conreallon,  BtA. 

Kellev,  Col.,  of  W.  Va.,  in  command  of  Camp 
CurlUc,  Obl».M2l  cri>»«es  to  Whcollii«.  Uli ;  Is  wound- 
^d  at  I'lilllppt.  hti:  ciijiturvs  Itomncy,  i-tc.  kiL. 

KELLr,  "SViLLiAM,  at  Twoddle  Hall,  Hb.s. 

Kendall,  Amos,  to  P.  M.  at  Charleston,  129. 

Kentl'CKT,  lli  flavo  population  in  171)0,  3C ; 
uiMiiiriioUFly  dorottwl  to  .lotroraon.  etc-  S:i :  tho  Ucsolu- 
tionsof 'US.  st^  wtthdratval  of  didofrati'S  from  the  l>ou|»- 
laa  t'onvetitloii,  ais:  M.-itfotlln  cK-ctcd  Uorornor,  aas; 
his  rourso  tuwani  Huulti  C'amlliia,  UIO:  the  State  re- 
mains In  the  rnloii.  ^3;  population  in  Sol ;  Ia%- 
Islaiuroof,  pr<)i>o»u«ari'ni.Ta><°onvcniU>nof  the  Stat«-R, 
SV7-40A;  her  ('ovcrnnr's  answi-r  to  tho  rrrfl|ili-ni*s  call 
for  troop%  401 :  progress  of  secession  In ;  MaKottln's 
mcsMgiLi.41<'-'-H;  L(';;>'^--itiiro remains  loyal;  irnlou  meit- 
Ing  In  I»ul»vlllr.4'J:J-4;  tho  naturo  of  the  State  Guard; 
Buekncr;  lAxHiatiiro  reassembles;  s|K*cch  of  Kons- 
eeaiu  4'J«-.'i :  neiitmllty  soutiments  of  tho  LeirlsUturci ; 
•lection  for  the  '  Teace  Convention,'  4!>.'> ;  activity  of  tho 
Mc«si«ionbts,  vote  of  tbo  8tato  for  ConsreMmen,  496: 
her  Memt>ers  at  th«  extra  session,  605 :  I'rosUlents 
Messaffo  triih  regard  to  brr  neutrality.  567 ;  KeUds  In 
the  Western  |iortion  threaten  (.''Jiiru,  asi:  di»p4»Ulon 
«f  Federal  Iroopjv,  If^l;  review  of  her  |Htlitleai  course, 
<(W-8  ;  her  vote  for  the  I'nlon ;  Union  Legislature  as- 
■cmbleo,  C<>9;  M  iirnflln's  letter  to  tho  Tn-mdent,  ClO; 
tho  reply,  bl  I ;  .Ma^olUn's  MeMage.  fll2:  lov.il  res<dves 
of  tho  l^jflslat  ure;  «ien.  Onuit  occupies  Paiilucah.  613; 
Ocus.  I'olk  anil  Zolllclfer  Inv.nlo  tbo  :?iaus  613;  ex-Oov. 
Mor\-hea4l  arrested ;  ZoDlcofTer  crtptiires  Barlionrevillc, 
<14:  HreekiarldtTt'S  AdJrci's  615;  (Jen.  t^hennan  stic- 
ceods  Anderson.  615;  the  affairs  at  Wlld  Cal  nud  Pike- 
ton,  610:  Schofpfs  retrtat ;  i>r«»eeedln^s  of  tbo  Seces- 
sion Convention  at  Uusaellvlllc,  617. 

Kentucky  Yeonmn,  The^  on  fugitive  slaves,  21L 

KiDXAPi'iNO,  cases  of,  217. 

KiLLiNUKR,  Mit.,  in  American  Conrontion,  2iL 

Kino,  RuFfs,  remarks  in  Convention,  i2t 

KiNU,  Thouas  Butler,  goe.i  to  California,  2Qh 

Kino,  Wu.  R.,  Minister  to  Paris ;  is  instructed 
bv  Cilhoun  as  to  Annexation.  lf»J :  denonnces  Clay's 
Oompromih-.  'JU5;  Dominated  for  \'icu-l*resldent,  itiX 

KiKuwoon,  Va,  Uuion  meeting  at,  r>lS. 

"Kmioiits  of  the  Golden  Circle,"  their  influ- 

cnco  at  the  Sonth.  3.V>;  do.  In  Kentucky,  493k 
Krux,  Joun  M^  Mayor  of  Alton,  LLL 

L. 

I<ArATEiTB,  letter  from  Washington  to,  61j  let- 
ter from,  in  priaoa.  &1 ;  letter  to  liamlltoD.  61 ;  864. 

LiJioa,  Col.  Ward  U^risits  CharleatoD, 
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Lander,  Oen.,  at  tho  battle  of  Phflippl.  EjLL 
Lane,  (;en.  IIenkt       of  Ind.,  246;  elected 

Oovemor  lnlMU>.  S26. 
Lane,  iJen.  James  II^  turns  back  tho  Border 

i:ufflan%  2>i2  in  Congress.  664^  &j5j,  M7i  MS. 
Lane,  Joskimi.  of  Oix-gon,  in  llio  Dem.  ConTen- 

tlon  of  1^^,817;  nominated  for  Vico-Prrsldcnt,  819; 

makes  a  siH-ech  a(:alost  coercion, 
La  S.vlle,  voyages  on  tho  Missis.'iippi,  54  ;  147. 
Lacm.ax,  Col.,  wounded  at  Belmont,  GQl. 
lui  REL  IIlLL,  Va.,  fight  ot,  &il=3. 
Laurens,  Hunrt.  letter  from  Washington  to, 

19;  8M;  letter  to  bis  son,  afi, 

f.wv,  GEORtJE,  in  I'.ie  American  Convention  of 

ISifl,  247;  bis  letter  to  the  Prt  &ldent.  4CT-'t. 

Lawless,  Jcuoe,  hia  charjre  at  St,  Louis, 
Lawrence,  Abbott,  of  Mass.,  in  tho  Whig  Con- 
vention of  1S4.S,  191 
Lawri'-NCK  Kansas,  tho  foundin;r  of,  230;  illegal 
▼otinff  at,  gas;  N  k-aciiered  by  Atchison,  etc,  24^-4; 
Hrown's  speech  at,  2»4-5:  the  flsht  ut, 

I. AY,  Cou  O.  W.,  goes  to  Charleston,  442, 
Li:avenwortii,  Kansas,  outrages  at,  2.30;  335. 
Lkavitt,  Jcdok,  in  case  of  Margaret  Garner,  210. 
I.rcOMPTON,  Kan  MS,  Convention  at,  -'4i) 
Lixx)Mpton  Constitution,  The,  submitted  to  a 

voUj  of  the  people,  249-.'iO:  flnallv  rejected,  iiii. 
I.KE,  Col.  (L'nioii,)at  Ball's  liluff,  Jiii 
Li.E,  Gen.  Robert  H,  brings  itninforcementa 

.'ifralnst  old  Brown  at  Ilarner's  Ferrr.  893;  takes  am- 

inand  of  Kebel  forces  In  VlrK^nla,  6l6^  ouiiiiuands  ia 

West  Virginia,  ISiiifi 

I.kemaw,  \\'u.  ILj  killed  at  Harper's  Forrj',  £92. 

I.KiQii, Benj.  Watkixs, Comm'r  toS. C,  lo»;  i  lo. 

I.KSESNt:,  Mu.,  of  S.  C,  favors  'cooperation,'  iiL 

l.KTCHEit,  JoDN,  his  politics,  etc.,  225 :  his  pecu- 
liar  position  as  Governor  of  Virginia,  H4i);  bastes  to 
.1  iln  tho  traitors,  calls  his  Leplslaturd  toc'  thor. 

:.ls;  bis  U  tters  I.  P.  Clover,  of  111.,  tt97;  cJmslHefs 
New  Knirland  [wist  fori^renoss.  48.t:  bis  answer  to  tb» 
Presidents  re<)ui»lll<in,  4iS>;  465 ;  pMrlalni^  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Confederate  ( '»n<titntlon.  M  fl ;  proclamation 
(.-ailing  out  the  militia,  ;^tu  51T;  his  Measa^  oa  the 
prucMMlinps  In  West  Virginia,  etc.,  .Mfl- 

I.KWixsviLLE,  Va.,  rcoccupied  by  oar  army,  C20. 

l.KX,  CiiARLES  K.,  speech  at  Philadclpliia  :'iC5. 

Lkxinoton,  Mo.,  a  Border  Riiflian  rendezvous, 
iiiii  the  siepe  and  battle  of,  !M  to  5s9:  Col.  Mnlligan't 
oJicial  n  i»ort,  5»&-9:  why  not  revufurccd,  £^=i 

Liberator,  The,  nCj  L22. 

I.inERiA,  colonization  of,  HL 

I.ii'.ERTY,  Mo.,  Federal  Arsenal  seized  at,  490. 

Li\cx)LN,  Abuaham,  in  the  Rep.  Convention  of 
1S56,  240;  bis  canvasa  of  Illinois  with  Douijlaa,  801; 
ti:»*p<'cehe»  lhere.8ol-2;  nomlnatedfor  the  Presidency, 
:'>J1 ;  bid  position  in  the  canrass  <leflne«l,  S'^i;  review  or 
the  canvass,  ^Si  to  326 ;  cla8«llle<l  table  of  the  voU-.  82S ; 
.'.."t*;  4<X'i ;  lireeklnrlilffu  dinilares  him  duly  elected;  bis 
j'lurnev  to  the  caiiU.tl.  41S:  speeches  at  Iiidlaaawdls, 
(  ilumbus.  and  Pittsburgh.  419:  speech  at  PblUdcIpbta, 
419-20;  bis  Inaui{ural,  iiii  t<i  jug;  reflections,  and 
«I>inlons  of  tho  Pn  ss  thereon.  427-S;  his  Cabinet,  428; 
Lis  Incredulity,  etc.,  ii'i;  reply  to  tbo  Vintlnia  0»m- 
iiils<loners.  4.")J;  procl.iiiiation  calllD);  for  T.'lOoU  troopn. 
■;.'a-4;  opinTtns  of  the  Press,  iitl  to  45s :  replies  of 
f^i'Utliern  Governors;  spirit  of  {Southern  IVeM,  4liU  to 
■ji'd  :  holds  an  Iriierview  with  Gov.  Hicks  and  Mayor 
Hr.'wn.  4i'i'i;  \>  iih  \ 'txin^  Men's  Christian  Com- 
iiiltti  e.  41iiL^;  U■l^  r  fn>rii  George  Law  to.  4C7-tl;  allii- 
nioii  to  hx  V'i«  liichmoini  Ejramin4r,  470;  voto  cast 
for  blin  lii  K.-ntociv.  \  494;  497-S ;  tHuil  vote  ro- 
ci  lvi-d  t>v  biin.6uO;  ^l ii^nider  s  trescberr,  MK:  allusion 
to  by  Tkf  yor/ontj/vr<ii4r,M^^UJx  his  view  or  West 
Vlriiinla,  M9:  proclaims  a  blockade;  calls  f.>r  42.0<X) 
mon"  inMips.  .Vi^*;  y.l :  his  Messa^  at  the  Kxiia  ^••»- 
sion,  iiUi  to  tOj;  (st-n.  Fninonfs  letter  to,  f>S8-4:  Dsrls 
wrlti  s  to.  with  reirard  to  tli«  privsteersmen,  622  ;  Ma- 
poflln's  letter,  and'the  Pre^ldem'i  reply, 610-11 ;  direota 
the  formation  of  army  corpt, 

LiVUiaSTOK,  KSWARD,  Sfi^ 
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Locke,  Joinr,  on  the  SUTe-Trado,  28. 

Looi'EX,  Jmruy,  a  fugitive  slave, 

Loruion  Tnnea,  The,  Russell's  estimate  of  our 

forcm  piivr  to  Bull  Run,  QAQ. 
Lose  SrAB,  order  ofthe,  270j  SiQ. 
LoNOSTRE£T,  Gex.  Jas.,  at  Blackburn's  ford, 
lyiPE/,  his  intrigues  and  death,  270. 
LoiuxQ,  Kllis  Gray,  his  church  mobbed,  122. 
Locis  XIVm  dooidoa  to  acknowledge  our  Indo- 

pciu(«D4.'<e,  il£L 

L'lrisiANA,  53:  purchase  of,  8t-S;  Whig  or 
'  Tnlon'  i»arf7~trinmph  In.  SMj  wtthrtrawi  from  the 
Doni.  Ornvt-ntlon,  814;  lcgl»lativ«  irialnicUunt  to  her 
«1cK^»te«.  81C;  ivpccBsion  of,  »n<l  this  votot  tborcon, 
*tii;  poimlntlon  In  !-».>,  XiU  seizure  of  Ki-il^rnl  pro- 
portT  In,  41j-  turrcn«ler  of  the  cuiter  McClelhin  to  the 
auth'oHiliTot  412. 

liOl'isviLLE,  Ky.,  dispatch  from,  announcing  the 
onU  r  of  tl>fl  MontpKacry  War  Department,  4C0;  pro- 
ocedine*  of  tho  iriiiuD  meeting  at, 

Louin  iile  Courier,  The,  infamous  fabrication  of, 
50S:  Its  report  of  Bull  Run,  543;  «IT. 

Louuwille  Journal,  The,  ofTlne  President's  call 
toariui,  4Ct>:  on  the  m'wkorjr  of  the  Tote  In  Vlrglnl*, 
4:9:  on  tHo  rclirn  of  terror  In  Ttfnm's»fe,_4»3;  deaan- 
dntlon  of  Uiickncr,  494;  citation  frotn,  fiU, 

LovEJoY,  Elijah  PTsketcli  of  his  life,  martyr- 
dom, and  d(>ath,lflfi  to 
LoVEJOY,  OWKV,  of  Ills..  374j  &fWL 
Lowe,  (Jol.,  killed  at  Frodericktown,  Mo.,  52L 
Lowe,  Col.,  (Union,)  repulsed  at  Scary  town, 

killed  at  faraifex  Ferry, 

Lowk,  » jOV.  Louis  E^^  to  the  Baltimore  mob,  ISl. 

Lowe,  Gov.,  of  Iowa,  his  majority,  SllIL 

Ludlow,  Dr.,  his  church  mobbed,  \2SL 

Lundy,  Bknjamix,  biographical  sketch  of,  HI 
to        allusion  to,  141;  103;  KA. 

LY05S,  I/3RI),  demanas'Mnson  and  Slidoll,  CM. 

Lyo.v,  Robert,  of  S.  C,  to  a  friend  in  Texas,  liiQ. 

J.YO.v,  Gek.  Natuaxikl,  his  services  at  St. 
l/»til9;  paptun-s  Oen.  Krosf !i  caoip,  4^i ;  giiecf<-<la  Qffn. 
llartit  y ;  W  an  inurvlcw  with  Ut-ii.  rricv.  rjl ;  wlilps 
Mamkaihikr,  5*4;  arrive*  at  SprinjfflrW,  .'».<>;  defi^tl 
the  Hibel*  atT5uir-Spr1nif\  .'»T7  ;  attacks  U»e  enemy  at 
Wilson  s  Creek,  feTS;  his  heroism  and  death,  6T'J-isO; 
Pullard's  opinion  ofTiltiL, 

Lytle,  Col.,  wounded  at  Carnifex  Ferry,  Ji2iL 


Madisov  Oopnty,  Miss.,  m«i  hung  there,  128. 
Madison,  Jambs.  42;  43;  C3j  72;  takes  the 

Southern  view  of  the  Missouri  question,  '!t\  82_;  SS; 

drarta  tho  Vlrirlnla  Kesulvcs  of  1*99,  M;  TTO;  2t>t-5; 

l«tt«r  to  Hamilton,  357 ;  12L 


Madiionian,  T/ie,  letter  from  Gilmer  to,  156. 
Maoofkin,  Beriah,  of  Ky.,  elected  Governor, 
88S;  his  I'Dlon  .\ddress,  .W;  his  answer  to  the  IVesi- 
dcnt's  re<inl*liion,  etc,  4(10:  his  Messaee.  49i-3 ;  4Vl; 
494  ;  490;  fiO'J;  fr/J;  his  TUUer  to  tho  Presi.lont,  gRM 
ERerJpn^  Hn  SeMatti',  61L  Cli;  Zolllcotfcr  to, 
Maor\tii,  Jcdob,  of  8."Cn  SilG  ;  aiS. 
Mao  RUDER,  J.  By  SOG ;  52D;  filiL 
Maine,  admission  of  into  the  Union,  79-80;  32(L 
Mallory,  Stepuex  R.,  of  Ha.,  420. 
Marcy,  Gov.,  of  N.  Y.,  122;  extract  from  his 

Mesaaee,  mi  18«;  222i  212^ 

MARKI.E,  Capt.,  (Union,)  kUlod  at  Belmont,  507. 

M  ARMAOUKE,  Col.,  route<l  at  Boonevillo,  Mo.,  574. 

Marshall,  Chief  Justice,  IPG;  109;  110;  252. 

Maiwhall,  Hctmpurey,  of  Ky.,  53'.) ;  614. 

Mar-stos,  Col.  Gilmax,  at  Bull  Run,  525. 

Martiv,  LuriiKii,  -Uj  lOT. 

Maryl.vs'1),  3*^  first  Abolition  Society  in.  107 ; 
14 j ;  w|th<lr*wi  fhim  ihe  l>otii;las  Cnn»entlon,  SIS; 
fJST;  population  In  1  sft).  y.l ;  461 :  4f^:  Butler  lands  at 
Annapollk,  46S-6I;  i<«g1alatur«  ounveuea  at  tYcdurick, 


4T0;  d<>cides  not  to  seocde,  etc,  4Tli  4T1-8;  loyal  at 
last,  4'a ;  S«e3ALTiiioRB. 

Marysville,  Kaiisa.4,  fraudulent  voting  at,  238. 

Masox,  James  M.,  US^  7^  opposes  Clay's  Com- 
promise measures,  2iU;  '11  attends  the  «>sU'n(l  meet- 
intt.  305 :  favoni  further  efforts  for  'coneilialion,* 
8i5;  ;  4')5;  bis  letu>r  to  T%*  WincKetter  Virginian, 
47'^9 ;  514;  taken  from  the  Trent  by  CapL  Wilk.»!a, 
60g;  la  Ten  tiered  up  to  (;r,-at  Britain,  603. 

Masox,  Major,  wounded  at  Bull  Run,  543. 

MASSAP1IUKETT8,  20j  shvo  population  in  1790; 
troops  furnished  during  the  Revolution,  X6 ;  37 ;  abol- 
Ishea  Slavery,  IPS;  1^5;  Disunion  hinted  atriT5:  t<-nd» 
Mr.  Hoar  to  t'hiirleston.  In) ;  withdraws  from  tha 
l)ouglas  Convention,  81S;  SOri. 

May,  Hexry,  555 ;  makes  a  'personal  explana- 
tion,'Mi^L 

McCauley,  Cait.,  at  Norfolk  Navy  Yard,  47.n.S. 
McCall,  Gex.,  G20;  62 1;  n'j.'Uf. 
McCalmoxt,  Col.  J.  S.,  (Union,)  C26. 
McClarty,  Mr,,  of  Ky.,  iii2- 
McClbllax,  Gen*.  Geo.  B.,  490;  his  Address  to 

ihoWest  ViririDlans,  MO^  t>2l  ;'Zjr.  lAunl  Hill,  t"he«t 
Mountain,  ;  Mi :  o'is  ;  !t'J.i  ;  dl.'i;  liikes  couwiiantl  at 
W!i»hln;:ton,  etc.,  619;  txtrot-t  from  his  r»'|)ort,  ete^ 
6-.'')-,;i  :  S-.'l;  6J«-rr^AII  quiet  on  the  I'ot.imae,"  te»; 
hl.i  intcr>ITH"<>f  the  llutchinsoniis  etc.,  C29-C5i». 

McClellax,  U.  ^^.  cutter,  l>otrayci  to  Rcboh,  413. 

McClelland,  Robert, of  Mich.,  ISO. 

McClurkkx,  Major,  wounded  at  Belmont,  G97. 

McCi.KRXAND,  JoiiX  A^  of  Ills.,  189i  mj  30G; 
S6J-3 ;  597. 

McCiULLis,  Mr.,  of  Mc,  delcgato  to  Cliicago,  321. 
MfCuRDY,  Kdward,  Hpeocli  nc  Charleston,  4(M. 
McCuLiiOcn,  Gex.  Bex.,  413;  575-  dcfe.itcil  at 

I>U({  Sprint"*,  Mo..  577 ;  commands  at  Wilson's  ('reek, 
5';1 :  liis  proclamation,  5Sit;  li  Joined  by  I'rlco  at 
Neosho,  iiy. 

MoCiOWAX,  Mr.,  of  S.  C,  in  Convention,  334-5. 
MoDowELi.,  Gkx.,  533  ;  his  Gcuenil  <.)rdiT  No.  4, 
514-5;  moves  on  Cenlervlllc.  5-'i9 ;  his  plan  of  baul^ 


510;  reiKirt  of  our  lows,  51jr 


ay;  report 


with  r*';:anl  to  the  threu  monthy  nn'P.  553: 
MoDouuALL,  Mr.,  ofCal.,  r»t  1. 
Macfarla.M),  with  Mason  and  Slidell,  006. 
McIsTOSii,  Francis  J.,  burnt  by  a  mob,  134. 
McLeax,  Juixje,  deciirion  in  M.-»rgarct  Garner's 
case,  ^'19;  opinion  in  tho  l>red  Scott  case,  200. 

Mkcklesburo  Declaratiox,  The,  iiL 
Mempiii.'*,  Tknx.,  celebration  of  South  Cjirolina'a 
seoessiou  at;  Senator  Johnson  burnt  In  etli^y,  etc,  tSUL 
Memphis  Appeal,  Tfte,  citation  from,  50 7. 
Jlemphis  Aralaticlie,  T/ie,  citation  from,  507. 
Meigs,  Hkxry,  vote  on  Missouri  Compromise,  ftO- 
Memmixoer,  Cil.vs.  G.,  of  S.  C,  341 ;  420. 
ilKRViSE,  Com.  Wu.,  destroys  the  Juduh,  601-2. 
Mbtuodists,  Tue,  and  Slaverj-.  120-21. 
Mexico,  1 18;  17G;  war  with,  18G-7  ;  188;  122. 
Milwaukee,  ^Vi^»c.,  fugitive-slave  cose  at,  215. 
Mli.TOX,  Joiix,  of  Fla.,  in  Dcra.  Convention,  114. 
MiLLEDOEViLLE,  Ga.,  MiUtary  Convention  at,  337. 
Miles,  Wu.  Porciier,  of  S.  C.,  337j  443^ 
Miles,  Col.  D.  J.,  at  Bull  Run,  552. 
MiLROY,  (lES.,  (Union,)  527. 
MiN'Kt:!>0TA,  300 ;  301. 

MlssiSHii'i'l,  128  157  :  211  ;  Footo  chosen  Gov- 
ernor. 21 1 :  wlihilraws  from  the  l>omocralic  I'onven- 
tion,  314:  8-W;  344;  ftec«-»sion  »«f.  and  the  voto  thereon, 
847-3;  8J0;  |Kipulatlon  ia  19«W,  851 ;  Mr.  Aughoy'a 
experience,  etc.,  filC 

Missouri,  stniggle  for  the  admission  of,  Hto  80^ 

IPS;  2>5:  JW5j  withdraws  f.-om  the  DoujtliW  C.>n- 
ventlon.  XIm;  .larkiton  chosen  tluvemor.  841 :  rtifusi'S 
to  K'cede,  H49;  pi>pulatlon  in  l>6(\  ;  460;  4iJi;  Jaek- 
•on  calls  for  militia.  491--.':  map  of  lUo 

war  refflon  in,5T3j~ihdm  Si'cr^sion  at  Ne»»sho,  539-90. 
K>c  C.  F.  Jacksu^,  Ksr.<<oLiM),  At.  Loura,  vta 
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Missouri  Argus,  The,  citation  from,  128. 
UlTCiiELL,  Col.,  wounded  at  Wilsoo's  Creek,  RftT, 
MoBiLK,  Ala.,  declaration  of  causes,  etc^  at,  355 ; 

407:  »i'izure  of  tbo  Federal  ArseruU  at,  418;  lumnder 

of  th«  cuttor  Cu6S  oL  112. 
Ifofjite  Ailrertiser,  The,  citation  from,  450. 
Mo.N'TOOitERT,  Cou,  captures  Fort  Scott,  185. 
MO.VBOB,  Ja8.,7:>:  K  s-D-lO  ;  154;  175:  206;  207. 
IIONROB,  Tuos.  B.,  .*^R.,  of  Ky.,  61-t:  becomes  a 

meinbtT  of  the  Itvbc-I  Conirrcss  and  *  Sciutor,  617. 
MoxuoE,  Tiios.  ii  ,  Jr.,  GU. 
MOKTnG.vi.,  tbo  shoriffof,  tempted  to  engage  in 

tlavti-cittrhint;,  ^1  ^ 

Moody,  Col.,  (Union,)  at  Alleghany  Summit,  621. 
MooiiK,  Gov.  A.  B.,  of  Ala.,  hi.s  dispatch  to  tho 

S.  C.  Convontlim,  M!>;  S^7:  orders  tbo  seizure  of  FlhI- 

cnil  pro|>«'riy,  i\± 
MooRB,  (Jov.  Tuos.  0.,  of  La.,  calls  a  Secession 

Convention,  84 St 

Moore,  Col.,  (Rebel,)  kUIe<l  at  Bull  Run,  545, 
MouEiiEAn,  CUARLKS  S.,  509;  r.u 
More,  Hanxaii,  her  opinion  of  Oglethorpe,  32. 
MOBOAN,  CaIT.  JoH.N",  597  ;  CI 4. 
MOIIRLS,  Gouvernkur,  12  to  1^ 
Morris,  Isaac  N.,  of  III.,  215. 
MoSRiso.v,  C;apt.  J.  J.,  surrenders  tho  cuttor 
Cau  to  ibn  RelwU,  41i 

Mouse,  Prop.  Samuel  F.  B., 
Mot'XT  Oread,  Kansas,  seized  by  the  Border 
KiilHans,  m 

MouTox,  Mr.,  of  La ,  withdraws  from  the  Dem- 
ocratic Convi-ntlon,  814. 

Ml'LLIns,  Mr.,  of  8.  C,  Becossion  speech  of,  'XH. 

MtuxiOAN,  Cou,  is  besieged  in  Loxlagton,  SaO ; 
Ills  report  of  tbo  stcRr,  &-HS-B. 


H. 

Napoleoji,  Ark.,  seizure  of  the  Arsenal  at,  438. 

NAPOLEbON  Bonaparte,  ac(}uires  Louisiana  of 
StMun,  sells  it  U>  the  Unlu><l  8utea.  hts  raprv- 
cliy  ooiuiMuvd  will)  tho  Ustend  Mauilustu,  21^ 

Aa-.Ai  iU;  Btmner,  The,  citation  from,  .349. 

Nashville  Gaz'tte,  T/ie,  extract  from,  48-1 

Nasiiville,  Tub  Privateer,  she  bums  tlie  Ilar- 

Tcy  Biruh  ;  is  blockaded  by  tbo  Tuscarora,  etc.  tiSi. 
Kattonal  JnUUifjencnr,  The,  its  letter  from  Henry 
CIny.       to  liiL  on  the  Pn-sldent's  call, 460;  lottnr  to, 
8!i(iiHi»i-il  to  1k!  from  Ocn.  Scutt,  5I1L 

Kebiiakka,  the  Kansas  Btrug^^Io,  221  to  2iLL 
Keuiox,  Gen.  Wm.,  at  Pikcton,  Ky.,  616. 
Kelson,  Jl'dge  S.uiuel,  2ii2 ;  on  Dred  Scott,  2iLL 
Kelson,  Tiios.  .V.ll.,ofTenn.,  renounoes  the  Union 

on  bis  way  to  C'un^rusa, 
Nevada  Teriutory,  organized  by  Congress,  Sfifl. 
Newark,  N.  J.,  pro-Slavery  riots  at,  126, 
Newby,  D.,  killed  at  Ilarper'a  Ferry,  2ii2. 
New  Hampshire,  20j  slave  population  in  1790; 

trcMiits  furnished  durinf  the  KrvulutlDn,  36;  abolishes 
8kyor>-.  lOiS;  8tot««  election  of  1860.  8261, 

New  Jersey,  slave  population  of;  troops  ftjr- 

lilshc<i  diirine  tho  Keroliition,  QS^  Loickslature  fttvors 
the  .Mismurl  KfStrictian,7T;  flrjt  Ab<ili'tion  Hodcty  it, 
107:  proviiK-*  f<ir  Emanclpaiiun,  IPS;  Uapubltcan  trl- 
unipb  In,  in  ll»M,3U0. 

New  Mexico,  in  Oongross,  IM  to  196;  201; 

Presidpnt  Taylor's  Mt^!laax«  in  relation  to,  201;  In  Coa- 
ETi'M  UiTsin,  2"^ :  .Muson,  .Joff.  D  ivls,  Clay,  and  Wrbster, 
as  to  Slavery  in.  '2ili.  to  20i»:  iiuS:  acts  of  her  Lcgrlsla- 
turu  with  ro8]>oct  to  Slaves,  etc.,  SVi  to  3<>4:  tbo  qaes- 
tioo  of  in  the  '  I'caco  Confvrencf,'  4iU-J 

New  Orleans,  54^  Walker  arrested  at,  276; 

cplcbraiion  of  the  Sfoestion  at  S.  C.  at,  407 ;  seizuro  of 
thn  Mint  and  (  ustoin  House  at,  412. 
Ifew Orleans  Bee,  Tht,  on  '  Black  Republicans,'  4^7. 


yew  Orleans  Picayune,  The,  quotation  from,  G«n. 

Butler's  iKditn**,  Kio,,  fiO« :  tu  construction  of  Lla- 

coln's  ln<IiaDa|H>lis  siteecb,  Oiii. 
NcwOrltaws  Trw;  American,  The,  citation  from,l  2fl. 
New  York,  19i  slave  population  of,  in  17 90; 

troops  fnmislK'd  during  the  Kovotution,  86j  I>H^sls- 
turo  favors  Missouri  Hvstrlction,  77^  {iruvlili-s  for 
Einsncipatlnn,  lOU;  action  acninst  tho  Aboliiiunisia,  in 
ISiHS,  124  ;  chaoKcs  from  lCopuhll«in  to  Dcitiocml  ic,  800 ; 
poliilcal  condition  of,  prior  to  Lincoln's  elrctlon,  JR7; 
retiuction  of  i:i-iiubllcan  strength,  in  Dec.  1K60,  ttll 
arrlral  of  the  7ta  and  71st  regiments  at  WasUio^m, 
469. 

New  York  City,  Hamlet,  a  fugitive  slave  at,  215 

Neto  York  Courier  and  Enquirer,  Tfi4,  121 

Xew  York Exi^ress,  rAe,on  President's  caU,455 ;  457. 

N(V>  Y*fTk  Herald,  The,  dispatch  from  Washington 
to,  38*^ ;  letter  from  Charleston  to,  841 ;  on  the  condi- 
tion of  the  North  In  the  event  of  Disunion,  SAS;  up- 
holding the  right  of  secession,  896;  letter  from  (-barlu- 
ton  t'l,  4..'7 ;  Washinirtua  diMiatch  to,  on  Fort 

Sumter,  44',^:  dispatch  from  Cljarleston  to;  di*|i«tcb 
fV-om  UicHimiml,  iMi  Ihe  Prcsldetil's  call  for  irooj-s, 
457:  apprehends  tho  capture  of  Washington,  4it&-9. 

New  York  Juurual  of  Convneree,  The,  extra<'t  from, 
I'iA  :  489:  on  the  President's  call  for  troops,  i^jL 

}*cw  York  Times,  T/iC,  statement  of  a  cuuToraa- 
tlon  with  Oen.  Scott,  (tiL 

NewYtfrk  Tribune,  The,  poem  from, "The  Flaunting 
Llei,"  220;  editorial  from,  "Goinff  to  go,"S.\-v-3:  on  pn»- 
ceedln^  at  Charicston.  after  Sumti-r'TrTtil.  ;  on  the 
President's  call  for  troops.  4.M-5 ;  the  infumoiin  faliriea- 
tion  of  Th«  I.ouuriU*  Courier,  Mli  ri-pori  of  tba  bat- 
tle of  Bull  Hun,  f4t;  evidence  irom,  that  tho  lUbela 
were  acquidnted  with  our  plan.  UO. 

KiCARAUL'A,  invaded  bv  Walker,  276;  Demo- 
cratic resolros  with  regard  to,  ill. 

N1CUOL.VS,  Wilson  C,  letter  from  Joflerson  U>,  8^ 

NiLES,  John  M.,  of  Conn.,  on  Annexation,  174. 

NiUa'a  Jiegister,  citation  from,  80j  110. 

Norfolk,  Va.,  seizure  of  the  Navy  Yard  nt,  414; 
troops  set  In  motion  for  the  »(.-izure,  4.''>H ;  the  sbl|>s^ 
pro|jerty,  etc.  at,  47a ;  mop  of  Korfollc  and  Portsmouth, 
474 ;  dfstruction  of  the  VanI  and  its  conliuls,  A'h;  thit 
State  lpKH>s  take  ttoBscssion,  470;  vigorous  I'nioii  »ca- 
tlmenl  at.  Just  prior  to  tho  worlt  of  dcstnictiou,  4IZ. 

NurjoUc  Herald,  The,  rumors  quoted  from,  502. 

NoBRis,  Moses,  of  N.  IL,  222. 

North  AUtbiimian,  The,  letter  from  Henry  (Jlayon 
Annexation,  1 06;  flnal  letter  from  Clay,  167. 

North  Carolina,  slave  population  m  1790; 
troops  furnished  daring  the  Itc'Vulutlon. 36:  codes  her 
territory,  49j  tbo  cotton  gin,  64;  123;  albiws  free  ne- 
groes to  vote,  173;  wHbdraws"7rom  the  L>«>iiglas  Con- 
Tcntlon.  .Sib;  secession  0^849;  TMipulation  in  I>60,8M; 
Belxuro  of  K*deral  pro|>crty  bv,  411-12;  her  Governor's 
answer  to  thu  Precldcnt's'rall  for  troops,  4^/);  pnigrtia 
of  Secession  ;  vote  on  the  lioldiu^;  of  a  Convention ;  re- 
solve of  thn  1^'glslatum,  4v'>;  resolve  of  the  Confeder- 
ate C-oiim'eBa  with  reganl  to:  Ordinance  of  Seoesaioa 
passed,         Bc«  Append 4<l  Sotui,  tiiL 

Northfield,  N.  ILj  pro-Slavery  violence  at,  12L 

"Notes  oh  YmounA,"  citation  from,  2L 

0. 

Oats,  annual  product  ot,  by  8th  U.  S.  Census,  23. 
OCUILTRZE,  JriKlB  W.  B.,  of  TeXHS, 
OoELL,  Mr  ,  537-8. 

OOLETUQRPR,  James,  liis  early  history,  and  set- 
tlement of  iieorgla,  Slj  his  op[iosition  to  SlaTery  aad 
the  use  of  mm ;  hlHlntegrlty,  etc.,  £2. 

Ohio,  becomes  a  Stato  in  1803,  51j  diminished 
Republican  majority  In,  S^X);  Itepnbllcan  m^ority 
swelled  in,  801;  plo<lges  ossistanco  to  the  Koniueky 
Unlonist^  4]t^ 

Ohio  Skttosinan,  The,  on  tho  President's  call,  ALlL 

O'Kanb,  Cou,  (Rebel,)  surprises  Camp  Cole,  filfi. 

Oldham,  Wh.  S..  sent  by  Davis  to  Arkansas,  4£f. 

Oliver.  Morhrcai,  241 ;  choMQ  Secretarj  U 
State  in  Miasouri,  tUL. 
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Obd,  Gek.,  commands  at  Dranesrille,  625-6. 

OauiKANCB  or  1"84,  Tub,  39j  ifl. 

ORDi.yAKCE  OP  1787,  Thb.  p«88ag«  or,  and  an  ex- 

tra«t  rrnm.  40;  M\  Allusion  U>,  M9. 

OayiSAXCB  opNcluficatioh,  The,  93. 

Ore<;ov,  oongrossioual  action  upon  the  Territory 
of,  12)1  to  11>!>  ;  hM  •  Domocrattc  iniO<>Hty,  800,  SOL 

Ouii,  JameSL.,  of  S.  0.,  sent  to  Washington,  411. 

Os  VWATOMIE,  KonRBP,  sacked  and  burnt  by  Bor- 
der llatnanv  M;  battle  oi;  2S1 

OsTEXD  Manifesto,  The,  extract  from,  273-4-5. 

OTIS,  IlARRiao.if  Gkay,  122. 

"  Oor  OP  TUB  Tavers,"  rt.'irt 

OwTEX,  RonpjiT  Dalr,  cited  by  Ix)Tejoy,  HI 

Oxford,  Kansas,  fraudulent  votiug  at,  249;  285. 

P. 

Palmer,  Rev.  B.      his  Sermon,  fioi-g- 
Palmyra,  Kansas,  sacked  by  Border  RufiBana. 
Pauiyra,  Mo.,  Rebels  defeated  at,  57G. 
Palo  Alto,  buttle  of,  liiL 
PAum^ET,  Daniel,  Lt.-Gov.  of  W.  Virginia,  blSL 
Pavah A,  llio  Ck)Dgres8  at,  267-8. 
Parker,  Ahasa  J.,  President  of  the  Tweddle 
Uall  <:onTcnU<»n,  8&?;  hl»  »i»ctch,  3^  81W. 

Parker,  Mr.,  of  8.  C,  remarks  of,  in  the  Seces- 

»l<>n  ConTontloii,  21i 
PAUKKBSBUita,  VsL,  Occupied  by  Unionists.  iLLL 
ParkvUU  Lurninarij,  Thf,  Mo.,  destroyed,  238-9. 
Parrott,  LiBtrr.  E.  G.,  t^ikos  ttio  Savannah,  SiliiL 
Parsons,  GEy.,(Robcl,)  in  Northern  Mi8souri.587. 
Path,  IL  Clay,  whipped  at  Black-Jack,  21i 
PATTEltisoy,  Coic,  destroys  n  Florida  fort,  Lli 
Patterso.v,  Gen.  Rorert,  523:  crosses  the  Po- 
tomic,  M^i  niovfn  tram  Bunker  ICII  to  Cbarluatown, 
6jt<:  Uen.  8anfi»nl  «  testimony,  &iSi  to  S-ti;  I>attvr»i>a 
Sill  back  to  Ilnr|Hr*a  FiTry'iwid  i»  »up»rs<Nlc<l,  MS; 
Oen.  t^coifs  <liiif)tttch,  an<l  l'att«r»oti'a  r»'ply,  M^:  oTlli^ 
•Ion  to,  M') :  511»-^i>:  hU  politU-*;  rufmcs  toSspliiy 
the  American  flittf,  tCii} ;  alluMon  to,  f.w 
Pattckv,  Col.,  (UeEcT)  victor  at  Scary  town,  524; 

marches  to  rvcnforco  Price  at  L«xlnj{ton,  .W 
Patriot  and  Union,  The,  on  President's  call,  457. 
Paoldi-vo,  Com.  Hiram,  captures  Walker,  276; 

Uk««  command  at  Norfolk  Nary  Yau^  475:  his  work 
of  dcstructloa  ihera,  *'n 

Paw.vee.  U.  S.  Ship,  arrives  at  Norfolk  Navy 
Yard,  475;  two  of  h«r  officers  made  prisoners,  ilfL 

Pay.ve,~IIenry  B.,  of  Ohio,  his  resolves  in  the 
Cluirleaton  CVinvcntlon.  810;  812;  811 

Payne,  R.  G.,  threatens  Mr.  Etheridgo,  484. 

Pbaroe,  Ge.v.,  rednfort.'es  Gov.  Jackson,  QliL 

Pbgram,  Col.  John,  defeated  at  Rich  Mountain, 
Is  captumd,  with  OMl  men,  £23. 

PSNmNQTON,  Wm.,  Si)eaker,  .305;  306;  il± 

Pensacola,  Fla.,  seizure  of  Federal  property  at, 
41  !j;  Bragg  In  command;  schooner  .Iiidah  burnt,  OU- 
ii  the  Uel)«l5  attMk  Soot*  iiosa  Island;  tli«r  oTscuato 
lh«  post,  iii 

Pemx'stlvania,  slave  population  in  1790;  troops 
farnt»ho«l  during  the  Itevolullon;  emancipation,  30; 
I.«(;l»lature  fhvors  the  .Miteouri  Restriction.  Il;  lOSj 
Ki  piiMiciin*  triumph  in.ai>i):  C'urtln  elected  Oovornor, 
Sirti:  8»6;  lailltia  ot,  attjick«»d  at  Baltimore, 

Pmntyhnnia  Freeman,  The,  LLL 
Pennsylvania  TIall,  burned  by  a  mob,  LUL 
Perry,  U.  S.  Brio,  captures  the  SaviUinah,  528. 
Pjstrei,,  The  Privateer,  sunk,  523. 
PBTTi:a,  Gov.  JaxLi  J.,of  Mi.ss.,  for  Seoossion.  ML 
Phelps,  Col.,  in  the  battle  of  Big  Bethel,  52a. 
Philadelphi  a,  Pa.,  riots  at,  fugitive-alavo 

arresu  nt.  216:  Convention  at  In  iii;  IVaco 

Meotlntr  at,  S«a  to  866;  Oeu.  W.  Curtis  at,  887;  speech 
of  Pr<»^llU•llt  Lincoln,  Jia-'/n 

Phi'mlelnhia  Pmiiaijlvunian,  The,  on  tha  Prosi- 
Ueut's  liiaiiKunil,  423;  -UiT. 


PhUanOiropiat,  The,  112, 

PuiLBRiCK,  Capt.,  (Union,)  at  Ball's  Bluff,  OIL 
Philipi'I,  Va.,  52 1-2. 
Phillips,  Wendell,  IIG;  117;  142. 
PuiLUPS,  Wm.,  tarredWd  leathered  by  the  Bor- 
der Ruffla^^  aW:  klllol  at  lA-avenuorth.  iti. 

Pickens.  Gov.  Francis  W.,  of  S.  C,  nn ;  410; 

sends  Oil.  Ilayno  to  Washington,  41-;  confers  with 
Col.  liamon,  44i. 

Pierce,  Franklin,  of  N.  11^  nominated  for 

President,  2iii  elected  IIX ;  inaii(rurate<l,  'ia-t;  g-jtl ; 
i'tl;  apnolntsKeeder  Governor  of  Kansas,  tttil :  <li$- 
n4T9<-8the  Free-Stale  I^-glslaturv  at  'I'niH'li.x  '.Ml;  •24<i; 
870;  directs  the  Onutntl  ineeiins.  iVA;  in  the  (  onvan- 
llonof  Isftt,  817;  4D7;  his  U  tter  to  Jeff.  DstIs.  &LL 
PlERCF^  Ge.«J.  E.  TT,  at  Big  Betiiol,  f>:!<)-tl 
PiBRPO.VT,  Francis      518;  chosen  Governor  of 

Viridnla,  .MO;  apiMiints  two  .Senaturs, 
PiKETO.v,  Ky?,  alVair  at,  EliL 
1*illow,  Gen.,  at  the  buttle  of  Belmont,  521L 
Pinckney,  Charlds  C,  on  the  adoption  of  tlie 

Constitution,      to  4^  spoi  ch  of  Jan.  17lh.  17S7,  4SL 

Pinckney,  HknrtTI,  of  S.  C,  14Jj  lliL 
PiNKNBY,  William,  of  Md.,  on  Siasouri.  16. 
PiTTSBfRUH.  Pa.,  the  <;<MivoDtion  of  I8:i6  at, 
2-HS;  excitement  at.  In  regard  to  tlio  transfer  of  arms 
to  the  Soutlu  4LIS;  s<rho<lulc  of  the  onler  of  transfer, 
4<H;  sitecch  of  President  Llnciln  at,  41fl. 

PiTTSPiELD,  N.       Goo.  Storrs  mobbed  at,  Zl. 

PlaUe  Argivt,  Th^,  Mo.,  citation  from,  2:18. 

Plummkr,  Rev.  Wm.,  D.  D.,  128. 

Plcmmer,  Vjql.  John  B.,  5si  ;  finr 

PoissBTT,  Joel  R.,  UDj,  UiL 

Polk,  Gen.  Blshop,  bombards  our  troops  at  Bel- 
mont 50.5;  crosses  to  Uvlniont;  drives  olT  tho  Union- 
IstV  .WC;  occupies  C^lumbuN  Ky.,  filE. 

Polk,~Jame8  K.,  60^  nominated  for  President, 
16t:  Is  elucUHL,  ICTi  ICS;  letter  to  John  K.  Kane,  lfl3: 
is  o|ienly  committed  to  .\nnex3tion,  174:  Irv;  IsO: 
bis  special  meiso^e,  ls7:  nmkus  an  olTer  for  Cu\>a,  86l>. 

Pollard,  Edward  A.,  his  fiumminj;  up  of  tho 

Initial  Conquests  br  thc<  Knuth,  4l;i~I4;  liii  estlmata 
of  tlie  triMip*  ftimisDed  by  the  North  :iH'l  South  respeet- 
Ivelv,  In  Is  1 2.  and  tlio  .^^exicnn  War,  o-M;  r<>marks  on 
thoKittloof  Ciiruifex  Fern",  W5;  n  tniirks  on  the  bat- 
tle of  Bethel.  .Vil:  his  csiiiuale  of  IU-Ik'I  forces  at  Bull 
Run,  tM:  on  tho  manner  in  whieb  Oen.  «fobn«ton 
cludml  Patterson,  M9^;  tcstlQes  as  to  the  Tnlon 
sentiment  of  Mlsjourl,  a7.t-4:  acmtunt  of  the  affiilr  ac 
Camp  CoUs,  Mo..  675;  opinion  tif  Oen.  I.von.  etc  JVSi; 
^S9:  K>0;  toj:  .st^ktement  of  UeU-l  b>*s  Ht  Belmont, 
f07:  admits  the  hostility  of  Kentucky  to  the  Uebel- 
llon;  on  Henry  Clay's  intluent;e.  6ua-10 :  <sstli]Mta  of 
the  itcbcl  forces  in  Kentucky.  SlL 

Pope,  Gen., in  Northern  Missouri.  687  ;  dispatch 
to  Gen.  Fremont,  fivSj  io  aoulh  w.-stem  Missouri.  ^iSS. 

Porter,  Ool.  Andrew,  appointed  Provost-Mar- 

sbal  of  Washlngrton,  fiia 
Porter,  Frrz  John,  testifies  for  Patterson,  538, 
Porter,  W.  D.,  PR^Bidont  of  tlvo  S.  C.  Senate,  1120. 
Port  Royal,  expedition  to,  £04  to  606-  map  of 

the  bombttrdment,  6iM:  surren'ler  of  tho  forts  COft; 
titiennan's  pruolunation ;  'contrabands'  flock  In,  ftiiT"^ 

Pottbr,  Bishop,  prays  at  '  Peace'  raeotinj^,  .^63. 

Potter^  Major  Jamks  D.,  at  Bull  Run,  515. 

Pound  Gap,  Ky.,  the  Rebels  retreat  to,  Clfi. 

Powell,  L.vzarus  W.,  of  Ky..  proposes  a  Com- 
mittee of  Thirteen  on  tho  C.Ti»\\  875;  HSi;  Mi:  S04 

PRraBYTBRiANS,  TuE,  and  Slavery,  113;  t;.'. I . 

Preston,  Mr.,  of  S.  C,  on  .^bolitionist.s,  UiS. 

Preston,  Wm.,  5112;  flees  to  the  Confederacy,  GU. 

Preston,  Wm.  B.,  one  of  Virginia's  Commis- 
sioners t«>  President  Lincoln.  4.^■j 

Price,  Gov.  Rodman  M.,  to  L.  "W.  Burnett,  4.39- 

PRICE,  Gen.  Stkrlino,  hi.s  election  to  tho  Mi3- 
sonrl  Convention,  4->s:  imkrsn  oo;n|>a(  t  with  Harney; 
I1.1S  an  iniervli'w  wuh  Cf,-n.  Lvoa.  lai ;  nilusiou  to.  .VW: 
ia  up^iolnted  M^ur-UcncnU.  6T<;  nwlgna  tao  euumuud 
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U*  McCnlloch.  mt  Wllion'i  Cretk,  57S-  wonnitoil,  RS2: 

bealnet'S  Le.xInffUjn,  c«pture»  Lesington,  M>; 

ri  trw»L«  to  PIneville,  tdO;  wtll  uol  yield  MiMouri  wilh- 

oiii  a  Uittlr.  AUii 
Pryob,  Ruubb  a.,  visita  Fort  Sumtor,  113. 
PuoH.  Obo.      of  Ohio,  at  Charleston,  '.i'l'i. 
PuNTi.  Arexas,  Burrender  of  Walker  at,  'HSL 

a 

QrAKKTts,  Tub,  auaist  Lundy  in  Xorth  Carolina, 
li:};  thi'lr  oppinition  to  ftUiverr.  117-13  ;  thcjr  petition 
CuntnvM  fur  abolition  In  tho  Fedenil  District,  liL 

QltNCY,  JosUK,  of  Boston,  threatens  contingent 
gi-c*)«si<in.  Si 

QriTMAN,  JoilX  A.,  in  tho  Democratic  Conven- 
tion of  ISTiT.,  '.Mg;  a  flIUbust«>r,  270;  statement  of  irlth 
rv^furd  to  Sonator  Douj^laa)  BJuL 

R-uvs,  Geh.,  one  of  Jackson's  Brigadiers,  511- 
UALEioit,  N.  C,  Convention  of  Southern  Gov- 
ernors at,  3J9;  State  Ri};ht«  Convention  at,  HSl 
Randolph,  (jEOKue  W.,  one  of  the  Virginia 

CoinnilMioncn  to  Prvsldunt  Lincoln,  m, 

Randoli'M,  Jonx,  of  Roanoke,  opr)oso8  the  intro- 
diictlim  of  Slavery  Into  tho  North-ftesl  Territory,  fi J; 
igj;  110:  K'lt ;  hf»  o)>lnion  on  tho  Culm  question,  t!S^ 

Reaoax,  Joiix  11.,  of  Texas,  elected  to  Congress, 
SiS);  a  nu'inhcrof  I>BrlVt  Cabinet, 

Re-M.f,  RlcUAlUJ,  John  Brown's  Sec.  of  State,  2R7. 

Jiebril.on  H-xonl,  The,  in  relation  to  Belmont,  51)7. 

RBcroR,  Guv.  IIexry  M.,  of  Ark.,  3JLL 

Rkdi'atii,  James,  on  Jolm  Brown,  282-3 ;  2ajL 

Reed,  Dr.,  of  Ind.,  delogato  to  the  Democratic 
('^invention ;  favor*  tho  Slavu-Tnide,  Sid. 

Rkeder,  Axdrkw  II.,  appointed  Governor  of 
KaiisM.  bli*  M>iindne»son  the  Slarery  ijiieUlon  aa- 
sertuil  by  TA*"  Union,  tSG:  has  a  cen»us  taken,  and  or- 
ders ttu  olcflliin.  ail ;  K'Ls  a^ldo  fraudulent  relums, 
g<i>;  Is  (ni|K'ri<«dvHl  by  Shannon,  24«>:  ch<>»cn  de1cptt« 
to  Coii;n""S3,  tW;  C<intre»»[onai  action  thereon, 

Rbio,  Gex.,  attacks  O.sawatoniic,  281. 

Heligiox,  and  tho  tlavo-Trade,  27j  111  to  121. 

Rksaca  di;  la  Palm.v,  batllo  of,  ML 

"Uesolutions  of  '93.''  extracts  from,  83-84 ; 
indor^vl  bv  the  iVmocratic  Conrentlon  of  lS5a.  22*; 
all;iiled  to  \>y  liavls  In  one  of  hU  Mvaaa^es,  i2L 

UKTXOLD3,  Gex.,  attacked  by  Gen.  Ijqo  at  Cheat 
Mimntulu,  UM:  m|»er>«Hlcd  by  Gen.  Milruy,  f>-'T. 

RKYSOLas,  Joiix,  Lb  letter  to  JefT.  Davis,  512. 

Rbyxoliis,  T110M.V.S  C,  is  elected  Lieut.  Govern- 
or of  Ml-iS'iurl,  -tivS  •  hl.i  proclamation,  576;  ikSS. 

Rheit,  ItoBEiixB.,  of  8.  3J3 ;  remarks  in 
t.')o  dnt'ontion,  84*>;  his  motion  lur  a  Convention  of 
•lavchoidin;;  hUten,  411, 

RuoDE  fSLAXU,  slave  population  m  1790  ;  trr)Op« 
Airril/ihed  dur'.n^  thfl  lIovDlnlion.  38 ;  a7 ;  flrst  manu- 
Uiulun  ftociety  in,  107;  eiuancl|ati'S  Cor  »lavea,  IPS; 
Kvfl-'lallvo  allenipls  against  AbolUlon.  IK;  3lK);  Slate 
cleuiloa  of  ImH),  8-.'6 ;  !Stat«  tntops  pruoeod  to  Woablng- 
ton  under  Guv.  Spni^uu,  iS6L 

RlcuAUDSOX,  Col.  J.  B.,  at  Bull  Run, 539  ;  filQ. 

RiCiiARDSON,  Wm.  -V.,  of  111.,  reports  bill  orjfan- 
lzlu;rNt.'bnt«lca,  ^H:  g33;  moves  an  amendment,  'iAL 

RiCMUOXD,  Va.,  Breckinridge  Convention  at,  318: 
thi<  focus  of  llisunlon  lntrl.fiie«,  ♦.'>! :  njolces  overfall 
of  Siiinter,  4.M :  made  tho  Confodcrut*  capital,  im. 

Itidawi.nl  Euijuirer,  Tfi<%  copies  Jackson's  letter 
In  reply  to  Gilmor'a,  l.VJ;  Finleral  sonif  fWim,  ifli 

JtHi  ifmfl  Kxatninrr,  The,  urpcs  the  capture  of 
Washlnrtnn  City,  AIQ. 

RichiU'U.i  Whiij,  The,  citation  from,  122 ;  liL 

RicHMON'u.  TirK.  U.  S.  Ship,  almost  doatroycd  by 

n»iiin»s  \iam.  aa. 

Rich  M'Mistmx.  Va..  Iwttlo  of.  aii=3. 
RiVAS,  surrender  of  Walker  at,  2Trt. 
UoBiKsox,  Dr.  a.  C,  s4>eoch  at  Baliimoro,  iGi. 


RoDlNSox,  Gov.,  of  Kansas,  Ids  house  destroyed 
by  Border  Karflan*.  '2AL 

Ihchenter  Union,  Tht,  on  causes  of  bccoaaion,  32fi» 

RODXBT,  C^AR  A.,  of  Del.,  62j  IM. 

RoLUXS,  Jaues  S.,  of  yo.,  Ru.s8oll  to,  RO,  65S. 

ROMA.X  Catuoucs,  with  rcganl  to  Slavery,  1 18. 

Romxet,  Va.,  surprised  by  tho  Federals,  621. 

Ut>OT,  Joseph  M.,  of  Oliio,  resolve  by.  193. 

ROSECRAXS,  Gen.,  wins  the  battle  of  Rich  Moun- 
tain, te'i;  captures  IVcrain,  52-"l ;  attnrk.t  >'loyd  At  Car- 
nifcx  Ferry,  fi2.'»;  nttc-mpta  to  turpi  im  tho  Rebels  at 
Gauley  Mount,  liiL. 

RoussEAC,  Louis  IL.of  Ky.,  speech  of,  49'l-5. 

RcATAX,  IsLAXD  OF,  Walker  lands  tiiere,  277. 

Rurnx,  Kdmund,  of  Va.,  speech  of,  at  Colum- 
bia, fL  C,  m-ft;  fires  the  flr^t  shot  at  Sumtir. 

Rurnx,  Mr., of  N.  C,  in  '  Peace  (.^onferenop,'  <n2. 

RuxxELS,  IIaroix  IL,  of  TexM,  beaten  for  Gov- 
ernor, by  Houston.  839. 

RcsK,  Thomas  J.,  of  Texa.s,  on  Nebra.ska,  22r>. 

RcssELL,  Col  Wm.  II.,  of  Mo.,  to  Uoliins,  .s>\ 

Russell,  LiEtrr.,  destroys  pchooncr  Ju<lali,  £02. 

Russell,  Majors,  and  WAi;nELL,  their  compli- 
city in  tho  Dailey  defalcations. 

RuskELL,  Wm.  II.,  of  I'I.e  J^r.iUvi  Tim'S.  hln  opin- 
ion of  tho  Candlnlsr.il,  yd  ;  his  citlniate  of  the  Unloa 
forces  beforo  Bull  Run.  (viO  :  citation  from,  ftl'i. 

Rus.SELLVii.LE,  Ky.,  Secession  Convcnt'n  at,  (117. 

Russia  mediates  lx>twecu  Great  Britain  and  the 

r.  ^v,  wlih  re»|K-ct  to  cnpturttl  slaves.  176. 

Rust,  -Albert,  of  Ark.,  proposition  of,  3hi). 
Rutledge,  Joiix  I^  on  the  Consiitutiou,  i  i-r,. 
RvxuERS,  Capt.,  of  X.  Y.,  a  delegate  to  tho 
Charleston  Convention  ;  favors  tho  Slavo  Tntde^  316, 


& 

Saloma^t,  Col.,  routed  at  Wilson's  Creek,  rt7fl- 
Samuri^s,  Mr.,  of  Iowa,  his  resolves  in  tlio  Dem. 

t^onvention,  810;  312. 
Saxdkils,  Geo.  N.,  of  Ky.,  joins  the  Rebels,  342. 
Sakouskt,  Ohio,  fugitive-slave  caf-o  at,  218. 
Saxford,  Gex.  Ciias.  W.,  lii.s  testimony  as  to 

Paltert'in's  movement*,  etc,  iQH  to  .M'. 

Sax  Jacixto,  butilo  of,  150- 
Sax  Jacinto,  The,  takes  Mason  and  Slidell,  CG6. 
Saxta  Fe,  expedition  from  Texas  to,  161. 
Saxta  Rosa  I.hlaxd,  map  of,  HM  ;  tho  Rebel 

attack  on  tho  Zouaves  there,  <VW 
Saulsburv,  Mr.,  of  Del.,  declines  to  withdraw 

fnmi  the  (  harlest<in  Convention,  8I^;  pleotls  for  **coa- 

cilisiilou"  In  the  .Senate,  87:1. 

Savannah,  Tuk  Privateer,  captured  by  tlie 

briic  Perry,  SaS:  disposal  of  her  crew,  etc.,  6W>. 

Scarttown,  \'a.,  Federals  repulsed  at,  all. 

ScuEXCK,  Gkx.  Robert  C,  of  Ohio,  189 ;  ad- 
vances to  Vienna.  tiSH-*. 

ScaOEPf,  Gts.,  defeats  tho  Robola  at  Wild-Cat, 
616;  his  retreat  from  fiincled  foes,  fill. 

SciioFiKLD,  Major,  Adjutant  to  Gen.  Lyon,  579. 

.S  oTT,  Mr.,  delegate  from  Missouri,  74j[  75j[  SE.. 

Scott,  Dukd,  account  of  hi.s  ease,  2iLL  to  253 ; 
Judfo  Taney's  decision,  '-^-'^t  to  2.^7:  .Judiji'  W»yne'» 
opinion.  25*;  Judzo  >Jel*»n's.  TuTlge  Orier"!i,'2M; 
Jud^n  IHniera,  .lu  !  1:0  C<amp bell V,  .lutlceCat- 

r«n\  •i.'ts ;  CoL  Benton's  vlewji,  'J.vj ;  WelmterX  200; 
.ludjf  MeT.ean  s  opinion.  '.'flO:  .liult'"  Curtis  ^  StBll  to 
SM;"ltiichanan's  views.      ;  80^  to  :>:i9;  allusion  to,  3SL 

ScoTT,  LiBUT.-CoL.,  deleated  by  Attihison,  [t&L. 

Scott,  Rev.  Ora.nge,  LiiL 

Scott,  T.  Parki.v,  presides  at  Baltimore,  442. 

Scott.  <1ex.  Wivfiki.d,  ordcre<l  to  Clinrlestnn 
by  .InekMin,  iL:  noriiiuate<l  fi>r  IVesM.-:)!,  iii;  »oi« 
e"i<.t  for  Dim.  2it:  421  ;  his  arlviiv  ii«  t"  Kort  Sumter, 
iJO  i  ur4M'»  renusylrtaU  iruops  huiuv  agaio,  466;  i!U; 
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R15 ;  5a:  onlcrj  on'tt'lTsnce  lato  Vlrciulft,  533 ;  win)* 
Ocn.  >iu.(r>nl  t't  (}i!tu  Paltors"n,  Md;  .lirwt*  the  inove- 
mont  i>n  CciitrrviiK',  ItM ;  (li*|Kiicti  ui  <n'n.  I'utU'rton, 
R.39 ;  r'w  TTwi«V«  accukjnl  mL  %  conversation  with. 
lat:  liLiir'si  strk'luros  on,  54^'.i ; letter  to  Th*  Sational 
7iil?Uigenrei\  M9 ;  liis  rulp.tMo  lu-tk-ct  to  aoml  #ulli- 
cliMil  fi>m-»  with  McDowell  .Vifl:  l>!>6:  his  rcqnUitton 
on  Oi-n.  Fremont,  ^S7;  rcni«vt-s  Fri'inont,  W ;  t» 
lar;ri'l3r  to  bj  Mamo«l  fnr  tho  Bull  Itiin  disaster;  his 
coinin^Dta  on  i'attonon'a  tcstlin»nr, 

Sr  I)k  Kiv,  report  of  losses  at  Bull  Run,  r)4.'i. 

8kddos,  James  A.,  of  Vo.,  rG|>ort  iu  tho  '  Peace 
Coiif>Trnop,'  Sif'-'i;  xoic  on  It,  8v9;  bIJ  on  Ubio, 

SBHMiui,  Cait.  Raphael,  tho  Sumter,  rMI. 

SBuaKAMT.  .Tony,  of  Fa.,  appointed  to  the  Pana- 
ma Oon(tr«'««,  •it\^1f. 

Bewaud,  \Vu.  II..  fipeoch  of  March  lith,  1S50, 

IjM  :  mifwh  ftl  ClfVflan>l,  Ohio,  199^  2Q1 :  WLl 851; 
ETT'  Irrottrrsslblo  contllft'  »|»foch.  801 ;  In  tho  Olilcasro 
Oonvftition.  »i\ ;  tix^ch  at  Auburn,  1**0,  827;  SCO;  his 
pm|M>«ltliin  in  tho  Cointnitteo  of  Tbirtoon,  8S3;  891; 
iifi:  a  mombcr  of  rrcsldcnt  I.lnr«ln'»  cabinet. 
hlislncrtvliiluy,  4-.>9 ;  his  iMirri<Bp<tn(len<-o  with  the  lieM 
t'ornmlMinncrs.ilHl  to  4Ai;  Icltorfrom  .Iiulto  Campbell 
to.  433-4  :  rcrcivrs  iv  final  letter  front  the  ConimiMlon- 
cra.  4->.'>-<3;  r»'[>ll« »  to  Got.  llicks's  requests,  4CT;  sew 
Apjifiided  SotM,  Cli 

FETMOfR,  Col.,  allusion  to,  f>l9- 

fcjBYMOfn,  IIottATio,  at  the  Tweddle  Convention, 
^S;  his  siK-erh  thorc.  39^91;  89C;  is  understood  to 
favor  an  anhevion  to  "  tho  Bouth,"  4:}S-0. 

BiiADRACi;,  a  fu'^itivo  slave,  2I1L 

SnAMBAUGH,  Isaac  N.',  on  Missouri,  590. 

BuAXVov,  Wii^s,  of  Ohio,  appointed  GoTcrnor 
of  Kan»4i!«.  'ilO;  his  spw<^h  at  W.«st|M>rt,  Mo..  g40;  842; 
calls  out  ■\U''0  men  t«  roiluc«  I^wmnor,  'UlL 

Shaw,  Hkmuy,  vote  on  Missouri  Compromise,  80. 

Shawn EB  Mlssios,  Kan.s.is  Border  Ruffian 
Le:fl.»blure  nt,  239;  Its  cnactuicnts  there,  2^=^ 

SUAYS'fi  LVSUKIIKCTION,  iiL 

BusiiM  AV,  RooBR.  'Mi ;  remarks  in  debate  on  tho 

C\>nstituUon,  4M;  444 ;  Mi. 
Sherman,  Jons,  of  Ohio,  241 ;  for  Speaker,  304 

-5;  his  '  Peace '  propo«ltion,  874  ;  5W ;  remarks,  566-7. 
Bhbbman,  Gest.  T.  W.,  fominjind.s  the  Port 

Uoyj\  KKpedltlon.  604 ;  issues  a  i»roclamat!on,  flQ& 
Shkruas,  ViKS.  \\.  T.,  in  Kentucky,  fii.'» 
Ijigki.,  Col.  Frakz,  boats  the  Rebels  at  Car- 

tlia>r«,  Mi».,  '<!•> ;  is  outrankeil  by  Gc4i.  Lyon,  576;  at- 

tacl^sliie  enemy  at  Wilson's  t'roek.  579  :  661;  SJTtUiL 
RiMS.  Thomas,  the  ca.so  of,  215. 
Slack,  Gex.,  574 ;  wounded,  .082. 
aLKMMKR,  J.IRUT.,  holds  Fort  Pickens,  ill;  GOl. 
Slidell,  Joun,  of  Ia,  373 ;  taken  by  Capt 

Wilkes,  C»6:  rendered  up  to  Great  Briuin,  ffiii 
Bloane,  Rush  R,  assists  fugitive  elavos,  213. 
SiXKirsi,  Ct)L.  lir\V.,  woundod  at  Bull  Run,  545. 
Sloci'M,  Col.,  killed  at  Bull  Run,  645;  £iiL 
Smith,  Caleu  B.,  of  Ind.,  lt>4;  reports  a  bill  to 

organize  «>pi-pon,  197;  a  nu-inber  of  the  cabinet,  42^ 
Siarii,  Gen*.  K.  K.,  wounded  at  Bull  Run,  545. 
SuiTii,  Gex.,  makes  a  feint  to  Columbus,  Kt.,  6 9."). 
Smith.  Geiikit,  121]  forms  an  Abolition  Society 

St  lVterl>oroti(jh,  S.  Y.,  UK. 

Smith,  Wm.  N.  II^  supported  for  Speaker,  SliiL 

Snead,  Thos.  L.,  Jackson  to  Davis,  S77. 

Soi'LE,  PiEiiuj^  at  tho  Ostond  meeting,  etc.,  223. 

Bouvu  Caroliva,  concurs  in  the  Declaration  of 
Ini|fpojidfnco,85;  alaTO  population  In  1790;  troops  fur- 
nUhe<l during;  lUellevoluilon,  86j  37j  raiiflcation  Cua- 
vcntlon  inei  la,  17SS,  4S_;  thoO>tlon-Glii,  fi;i-4;  NuUlfl- 
catlon  Inaugurated,  93;  Is  ssUsfled  with  lb«  Compnv 
inls«  lariir,  101;  l>>fTjl2''>;  malls  rlflod  at  Charleston, 
12>-9 ;  voles  for  Van  Duron,  etc,  1.'4:  173;  treatment 
of  ncfrro  M'atnea.  179;  of  Mr.  Hoar's  mission  to, 
1>I  >  In*);  votes  against  nnquaJilled  J^ercsslon  In  1S5I, 
jjU  ;  wllhclraws  from  tho  I)<-ni.  Convsntion,  814;  Sece5- 
ston  proceedincs  of,  830  to  837;  Convention  called,  887; 
proet-eding^  of  the  Conveution,  844  to  347 ;  t>r<llnanco 
of  b4M.-csslun,  and  voto  llicreon,  346;  '  I>e«UroUoa  of 


Cansea.'  etc,,  848i  p«pnlalIon  !n  I^eo,  8.M ;  407j  forla 
occupied  by  State  trooits,  40l>:  410:  sends  Commis- 
sioners to  WVjIijn^to^  Se« 
CnjUii.asTuN,KoitT  buMTM,  etc. 

Spaih,  her  tralBe  iu  slaves.  27-3  ;  64 ;  tho  Holy 

Alliance,  2fiik    8oe  Ci  B*.  Ostbhd,  etc, 
Spraoue,  Gov.  Wm  ,  of  R.  L,  32t; ;  4G9  ; 
Stjuaiter  Sovereign^  The,  citation  from,  TLil. 
Staxtok,  Frkdkrick  p.,  Sec'y  of  Kao.sas,  219. 
Staunton  Spectator,  Tfie,  ili 
Star  of  tub  West,  The,  attempts  to  relievo 

Bumter.  412;  seized  at  Imlianola,  4ijL 
St.  CHARLB3,  Mo.,  Lovnjoy  mobbod  at,  137. 
Stbadman,  Capt.,  of  S.  C,  Port  Royal,  GQ5. 
SrEEDMAS,  CoL.,  cros-soH  into  Virginia,  JilL 
Stkix,  Gex.,  one  of  Jackson's  Brigadiers,  574. 
Stephbxs,  Alex.  IL,  101 ;  233;  opposes  tho  No- 

braska  bill, 234 ;  Union "Bpeoch  before  the  Loglslatur*. 
842  to  844 ;  voU^s  artlnst  SiMM-ssion,  847 ;  clocted 
Vlc«  I*r*»ldent  of  the  Confeilcracv.  4I.'>;  speech  at  Sa- 
vannah, il&  to  413;  view  of  tho  Confederacy,  43s;  477- 

Stbi'iiknS,  JAME.S.  vote  on  Mo.  Compromise,  8UL 

Stbvexs,  Aarox  D.,  wounded  at  Ilarper's  Forty, 
292;  2kl; jWli  Is  exeeutcil,  228L 

Stevexs,  TuADDEt's,  ppccch  of,  5fi9. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo..  American  flag  lowered  at,  4IIL 

St.  Lawbexcb,  The,  sinks  tho  Petrel,  590. 

St.  Louis,  wliipping  of  suspected  Abolitionists 
at,  132 :  Mclnto^n  bumod  at,  134 ;  Fcsleral  prt»r>erty 
secured  at.  412;  Oov.  ilucksun  obtains  control  of  tb* 
police  of,  4-$9 ;  politics  of  tho  city;  flcht  U-tween  th« 
mob  and  tho  soMiera.  490-91;  Fremont  lortitle*  It^iSSt. 

SL  Louis  Democrat,  The,  allusion  to,  490. 

SL  l/mia  Ob^ervrr,  T/te,  l.tO;  extract  from,  131 ; 
removed  to  Alton.  184 ;  comments  front,  18C;  its  i>rcss 
destroyed,  187 ;  the  editor  slain,  etc..  Lli, 

St.  Jjoiiii  Republican,  The,  citation  from,  121; 
stigmatizes  Tfu  OUerrtr,  1^ 

STOUits,  Hexry  R.,  vote  on  ilii.  Compromise,  SiL 

Stoxe.  Gex.  Chas.  P.,  McClellan".s  order  to,  620- 

21;  6-'l ;  622;  his  ord.  rs  to  Col.  Baker.  S2L 
Stout.  Mr.,  of  Oregon,  tenders  a  minority  report 

in  tho  ConTmUK^e  of  Thirty-three,  3,S7. 
Strixofellow,  Gev.,  a  Border  Ruffi.on,  243;  2fiX 
Strinuham,  CoiL  S.  II..  509;  JLiL 
Stuart,  A.  EL        of  Va.,  a  Commissioner  to 

Prt«ldent  Lincoln.  4.'V2;  his  letter  to  TA«  Utauntom 

Spectfitor,  47!>:  allusion  to.  HSL 

Stuart,  Lieut. -Col.,  (Rebel.)  at  Bull  Run,  513—L 
Stuart.  Gex.  J.  E.  B.,  at  Dranesvillo,  Q2fi- 
Sturgis,  Major,  579 ;  in  tho  battle  of  Wilson'* 

Crt-ek.  5i3Q  to  5sa:  tries  to  reinforce  Mullltran,  4aL 

Sumner,  Cuarlks,  229  ;  231 ;  assault  on,  2iiS. 
KUMTER,  The  Privateer,  csca|x;s  out  of  ilia 

Mississippi;  Is  blucka<li-d  at  Gibraluu-,  ffitl 
SWEEXT,  (iKX.,  persuades  Lyon  to  attack  tha 

lUl>elsat  Wilson's  Creek,  illL 

SvRACCSE,  N.  Y.,  fugiiivo-slavo  caso  at,  21^ 
T. 

Taooabt,  Col.  John  11^  at  Dranesville,  Q2S. 

Talbot,  Lieut.,  sent  to  Washington  by  Major 
Audcrson,  443. 

Taliaferro,  CoL,  at  Carrick's  Ford,  S2i 

Taliaferro,  Gen.,  commands  tho  Rebels  at  Nor- 
folk, 4~3;  suM  to  hare  been  drunk,  476. 

Tallmadge,  Gex.  Js.,  of  N.  Y.,  his  proviso,  li. 

Tammaxy  IIall,  pro-isiavery  meeting  at,  lllL 

Taxet,  Roger  Brooke,  defends  Rev.  Jacob 

Omber,  109 :  appointment  as  Chief  Justice.  2.Vi ;  on 
Dred  Scott,  253  to  2r>7 ;  the  decision  identioU  wltli  C*l- 
boun's  theories,  iSf;  Judge  Curtis's  reply  %o,  2«-a. 

Tappak,  Arthur,  114;  UG; 

Tappah,  Lewib,  his  house  mobbed,  125. 

TA8.SBLL8,  an  Indian,  hung  in  Georgia,  IPG. 

lATIiOB,  Gen.  Zaqkaky,  ia.  Texaa,      ;  defoAta 
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IfadeHN  1 S7 :  nomlnaUHl  f.,r  Pr<«»l.l<-nt,  and  eloe- 
t«d,  IM;  v<»t<5  nxic-iv.-.i,  1'.*.: ;  in»u<ur»i,M|,  yj^;  i>.»9 ; 

jg^ifTT:   ill  M  ■^n,'-.  Meflsia;^  jZ^T; 

•Onini;riii- v:  •<  tii  -  i  Mif.i.-niii  < '  •  i»U;itii.in.  *i;t;~irTs 
d*»lh,  J_tv  (>r.jo:  iinitioii  ;ijainst  lUltbii^it.  rlup.  J''3. 

TAVr^ort,  .ToiiV  W.,  of  N'.  Y.,  Taj  his  Bpcccii  oa 
Tkss::>«.::;,  hi  i.  •  )>o|)::l,itioii  in  1790.  36^  witli- 

<lr...V5  Ifi'ii  t;..-  <  :j,ir;.  (  Vriv  ■  :illi)ri.  .Tl*? ;  ri-fa*e*t<> 
n.-'-.-.li-.  >  I  ' :  p  iii'.ii  111  l-iV».  :tM  :  h<T  ansWiT  l>i  thi" 
I'n'ii'!.  ;i:  *  <•  .1 1.  -I''.' :  iir^p.-n-^-*      !*t'tV5->i"'i  in,  I'l 

:  v<i!''  '  ri  ,n  ;  I  ru>  •  ciiii'KTrativc'' [>:»rty,  ill ; 

maki-i*  a  <."nM-ii;l<>a  "  .tii  (''.nl.  .!.  rary,  -t'J  ;  di-i,- 
n:inci3  iif  Si'cc'»^ii>n.  »---•> ;  v..r.'..ii  »  ;-  .r.iti'mi.  4'JO  ; 
rilzn  of  terror  In.  Mi.  f  IIasi  1i:\m:^-iEE. 
Tkxas.  reasons  loFTls  Antu  xalion,  '  histori- 
cal sk'-toh  of,  H7-S;  oarly  c-ilnrts  t"  iHinTTiiHt'  1 1,  I  K' ; 
rvvoliiltoi:  In.  I.>>-1:  \Vi  li>t'  r  <ni[><iv  s  .\nni  \ntlou 
of.  l-'iL'-'':  fiirthi-r  ciTorti  Vt  a'''|iiiro  it.  IM  i-  Whli:' in 
Con^ros  proti'^t  lUiiii't  .ynm-xatinn.  I'O ;  V.tn  lliin-ti 
miJ  t'l.iy  f.T  It,  t  ■  ('..1.  ll.-iit,.ii  on,  ITh);  In- 
lluotlcv  I'.-.i  ...'1  I'r.  -;.|.  nlL.il  .•lv<'tl..n, 

l'>r>-S;  <'al:.  .  ...  l.^.'rt  Aii!ir\  idin.  li.'.'  t.<  171  ;  <'.,:-.- 
t:ri--i«|  (ri  il,    ill    to    17t:    Aliih  \  r  irnTrTrrii  i!  ■  I. 

17£)_;  ii^linltto"!  lnti>  the  I'nli>n.  I^'.  il;  .'".i ;  w  ith'lr:»«  i 
from  th'-  I>  tu.  ' ' '  iv  :  11  ill-.'. in  ,1  Kiinncllv 

S^W;  a  --Mil  ci:'.  ri:i.l  vt.t  lli  i  i-.m. :!}-  ;  [..iiitilatiori  In 

1>IU.  ;C.l:  :i7.i;  r*u-i;Vs  lr.  :u'.ii.  et.'.,  41;'..  .M4-1.V 

Ta  wKR,  James  S.,  in  Two<lillo  Ilall,  :i:>2-3  ;  I'M. 
TuiiODORA,  Till-;  convoy.s  Mason  mid  Slitiell.  cor,. 
Thomas*,  Adj  t  (!k\..  aoooinpauics  Gen.  Cainerou 

on  hi*  \Vi'..t<rn  t"iir.  .•.'.►i;  <U.V 

TiiOMA.s  <'oi..,  (Utl>tl.)  killofl  nt  Bull  Kun,  i 
TiioM  VH,  Francis,  n't>Iip:<  to  Mr.  Mav. 


,7aaMAs,  CRN.,  <  ro  - 

THOMAS.  .iKSSi;  ii  .  of 

Taou     I'lm.ii'  l-'uw 

the  I'ri  .iMirT.  41 1  ;  r.  -i 

TiioMi'sov,  .h.Fi\,  yn 

ton- II,  \|m..  ,Vi| 

Til  l.M!'.-.  IN',  J  vro't 
I'lrtnirii'.  Ill:    ,  ' 

w.-t'.-  .1  rnr": 
Till 


i  the  r'(»SMin.n<\ 
111..  (.11  Mi-.-i>'iri 


ill 


fraud 


id  defoalc'l  a',  r.'cderick- 

disooTcred  in  h'ln  Do- 
■  I-  .if  Ih."  Star  of  Iho 

'  ;  in  favor 


lil  i.^  visited  by  Gcu. 


■  if  ih  •  Kut'i'  ■  ■  ~  ■'■  l-.i'.' . 
Till  til  i',s  >\',  I  :  >  !  1_1 
llI'TtjN.  M.>  .  I..  ::    i  i.. 

CllniTo'l  HU'l  f-t.l'.i-    ■■'  "I 

TlTU.'*.  <V)i..,  of  1-1,1.,  i,  n.^rdcr  Rijfri.in,  213. 
Tod,  (}ov.  Dwid.  of  C  i i  i,  .  rredidontof 

tin;  Itoii::l:i.-«  Convention,  iM  \ 
ToMPKi.s-.-^.  I.IEIT.  C.  ]L, dashes  into  Fairfax,  f»^^ 
TOdMBS.  I'oiiRnT,  (if  'ra  .  :!S2:  hit  dispatch  to 
(^.S-^l;  .'"•-■v;  HTM  -II'   r  -if  I>;t\  i.*"."  Ctliimt.  AT}. 


fJcor.- 
TO!' 

t; 
T.i; 
To,. 
Travis, 

X::,-:-,,. 


 I. .'  1 1 

.  \  .  in  tho  <  >:iV' 

I  ML.  F.,  at  L'.ttle  H.'t' 
Col.,  put  to  doaih  in  'I  - 
M   M  -   r  r  .S.  (.'.,  ofler.^  r.  ^ 


nventiou  ut,  >'10; 


ntion,  -Tl? 

'  r.  '0-:io. 


Tm:si.         .Ma-oti  .md  Slidcll  :ili>--tr:  ^  1  '.-r.u^, 
Si-cr»'tarv       lies  on  tlie  s<-i^uri ,    ..  Kr.l- 

n!tr  ■  .  -■-r  ■■     ii'*7-  v 

Ti.  \Vm.  1!  .(laniott'slotterto,  ll2=diL 


Tiiifl  1',  (KlV.,  id'  *  rA.,  By   ■  ' 
li;V'r«.  liW,  lili  tn-atrii^ri; 

y- v  .1       —  ,  /'',•■,  • 

Tiu  Mi;.  iJ„    1,'.  .MAN.  >)t'   il.  ,   

ainen<tnit-nt  to  ili.-  Contiicnu-m  Ml. 
Tnfvii.i/1  1  iiidiu' atid  di';i!!i  ol' 
Ti-'  .N'.  iL  -i  I- 

(■•■:.i.  r.  ..    ,  -..-i;  r>  si.liii      .  .,, 

TritKii,!^  .ioi.[.,  of  N.  Y.,  ]_liL~ 

Tvsf'v'toRv.    U.    R.  GrvH^ivT. 

r.  li-J:  bl»>cka.lr^tli.-      .    ■  i 

Tvi.Kiu  C.u,  routol  ill  Wo-it 


itli  tho  Nul- 

■    v:ii.  ^^7. 


dkor  "at,  211 
I'      ■  'IVace 


li'oc'caJoa  tho 


V 


irgiui.i,  ii 


TyiuK:t,  Gen.,  at  Bull  Uun,  5  :1) ;  0  11- 


Tri-BR,  Jons,  skotch  of  hia  political  life,  151  to 

IMl  LSI;  17*i  Lill  dwlrtOM  of  thu  ' Pe«cu  Confer- 
Twiuus,  Gbn.,  Burrondcrs  in  Texas,  413  ; 


UXIOK  IlDMArrH  SOOTCTY,  TuB,  LI2» 
Us'iTAWANs,  Tub,  and  Slavery,  liL 
U'liUai  StaUf  Tdegrapk,  The,  Lu. 
U.HiVBRSALiSTa,  TiiE,  and  Slavery,  121 
Upton,  Mr.,  of  Va.,  in  XXXVIIth  Congresji,  S59. 
Utica,  N.  Y.,  AbolitiouidtH  dispersed  at,  1 27. 
UUca  Observer,  The,  on  tho  Prosidoat'ii  call,  455-6. 


VALLANi>ronAK,  C.  L.,  of  Ohio,  catochises  old 
Brown,  ;  hi«  opinion  of  Brown.  SBM:  his  '  Tcace' 
prt>[>o»lil«in.  8Ht  ."i :  n'inarks  at  tha  Kxtr»  Session,  cen- 
•arins;  the  Ailtnlnlstration.  561 ;  innvci«  iiroviiMis  to 
tho  Army  Appn.piloUon  bill,  elP.,  Ml ;  Wi;  f>l.'»;  6*0. 

Van  Bl'RI.v,  Joii.v,  on  Fugitive  Slave  Act.  213. 

Van  Bdrkn,  Martin,  influenced  c;tuf  ing  his  de- 
feat In  tho  Baltiinoro  Conrenllon  of  1h|4,  (2^  iiii|.f.<irt!» 
the  Tariff  <if  l*J>slH:  suiiplant*  Calhoun  its  V'|r»-  I'n-M- 
denlln  1^82.01;  alliiBioii  t-i,  liU;  in»k'-«aii  otTi-rto  .Mci.- 
loo  for  Texas.  U'>;  hia  r  piv  to  Ocn  Hunt,  ITilj  i.i  U-at- 
on  by  Gt-n.  llrnnivm.  IJiti'lfijl:  l.VJ:  hl»r.-'plv  lo  Wni. 
IL  ifammct,  101 ;  \<\i:  Igt;  ;  U-tier  to  Wa-erlmry 
and  oih«-r%  l9f>:  n'unin.au^l  for  IM-Milent  by  th«  Kr«c- 
Soilem,  VJU  to  .Minlst«  r  Van  No4.\  •i(>'i ; 

Vanukver,  Mil.,  of  Iowa,  otTcrs  a  resolution.  Slia.. 

Vermont,  slave  population  of,  in  1790,  3i>^  \V1<L 

Vkrplasck,  Oi  i.iAN  ('.,  his  Tariff  bill,  101. 

Victor,  O.  J.,  rcfercnco  to  hia  '"  Ilistorj'  of  tho 
{Southern  neln-lllon,"  KJ\ 

Vienna,  Va.,  tho  nflfair  nt,  53.3-4;  rciiccupiod  by 

our  lorccR,  C--'0- 

Vi.NCKNNKS,  U.  S.  .Ship,  nms  aground,  flO-3- 
VlROINIA,  LI;  feohlo  colonial  growth,  natural 
advaiitn;.'os  of.  etc..  2S;  nein^«-!»  first  Ititr-ilncvd,  l(2i 
ilave  |>o|iulatlun  of.  In  17L'i>:  tr'M»;.*  f»rni-li<-.|  ilnrfn? 
the  Uovulution,  SCj  her  torrltorl.il  cliilm.s  iii:  her  •lei'd 
of  ct'ulon  to  tlio  CiinfeJoratlon.  3S;  le;;ii>l3tlve  n-iMilvea 
of  no,  Mj  »yni|)atUUe«  with  South  t'arolin.i  in  hi-r 
NullltlratTT^  Cefent,  lOD ;  llr*t  .\?M.litlon  S<H>l<«ty  In.  HI 7; 
Conrentlon  of  ls-."J,  EKlo  J-U ;  n-vilulion  of  tlur  Lejrls-- 
laturo  on  thi-!  mpiiru'sioa  of  .Vbulitlon.  1  'J'l :  relations 
with  tho  District  of  (.  oltitnliki,  Ul^  l:.--i<ilullons  of  t;i 
nnil  'ir)  Inilorneil  by  tho  l)em«KT.illc  Convention  of  ISVi, 
gJJ;  withdrawal  of  ileleirate*  Iroin  tho  Ch:lrle^tun  Cua- 
vontion,  31^;  the  position  of  Letrlier  a«  Governor,  810; 


Slate  unablu  to  »ee%-.lo.  .SiS-:';  poptilaiion  In  l^OU,  K-\ ; 

'F.-.l.  r:il  ConMltaflon.  ;C7; 
,n.t(;-7:  (ien<lanew  Cominls- 


C'-onventlon  of  ti>  MtifyTfT 
calls  tho  '  Peace'  Confo'rone*' 


slonert  to  I'reiililenl  Lincoln. -CtJ;  tho  l>e»i<lent"«  r«|ily 
to  tho  C'»niaiii<!«ionors.  4.'>J :  Si-oes.^ion  of  the  hiate,  and 
the  C  invention's  vote  the.-»-on.  her  answer  to  tho 
Pri-siilenl's  call  for  troops,  ;  erni.-.iarle*  of,  wnt  to 
Balilinoro.  4<ii :  State  tronjm  f»-i«e  IlarjK-r**  F<-rry.  4riJ; 
abo  throali-ns  Weitorn  .Mai".  Ian. I.  4os;  rouunenccs 
hostilities  before  she  is  Ci.rlv  out  of  the  I'nion.  473; 
allusion  to  llie  C^jnventlon  of.  4^'j :  enters  Into  a  *-'oa 


v>  n'.ioii  with  t!ie  Soutl-.ern  ('onre<1<-i-acy.  477;  rclira  of 
ttijTor  In;  the  'jliuaiion' ctinsitienxl  by  Me^.va.  Stuart 
nn  l  .M.-w-ou,  47>-0:  p«ipu lor  vote  I'n  tlio  Onllnance  of 
S.crsslon,  47!):  M.  It.  H.  Oarnoti  on  Vlr;,'1nla  and 
We.'.t  VI.-,:ini.T.  47^-^*1;  s; mts  no  de!eKal"S  tothuKi-n- 
tacky  '  IViM-e'  Convention,  4;i.');  (illii«!'>i  tu  ht-r  Dis- 

Dalo:i,  510;  Convention  bntw  i  t..o  Slate  and  Iho 

C  mfi'ilerary,  fil'J;  I^i  trhpr  c  ^  iitii  the  nilUtia  to  repel 
FodentI  InvaMon.  MO-li ;  atlntltled  Into  the  (.'onled- 
cracy.  and  <Kn.  I-eo  placed  In  conirnnml  of  tho  t'onfid- 
crate  i  irces,  MS;  b-tundary  U-tween  W<»t  and  Old 
Vir-,:»la,  t)-J7  ;  tho  rresiilcul'i*  Me».in«;e  with  rt-Kuril  U\ 
Jk>7.   Seo  West  Vibgimia,  Jfonroi.K,  Bkiuil,  Bt:LL 

i;  ■!«,  •■tc 

Vjtaobs,  Ockax,  by  8th  '  onauB,  23 
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Wadb,  B.  p.,  of  Ofaio^  SSI ;  SS9;  fpaMh,  8T6-6. 

Walker,  Mr.,  of  WiacL  172 ;  195. 
"Walker,  ItouEHT  J.,  Qoyemor  of  Kansas,  249. 
Walkkil  L.  p.,  of  Ala.,  :U'2  :  .•{13;  withdraws  at 
Ch.irl^ston.  ai't;  spcvcli  after  fkll  of  Samter,  4aS ;  9Si. 

WALKr.ii,  William,  hii  invuioii  of  ^^noan^o, 

una  his  di'alh,  2Trt-7. 
Wallace,  Col.  Lkwis,  535. 
Walwobth,  K  1L,  at  Xweddle  Bdl,  393-4. 
"WABaBOwn,  IfiL,  of  IH,  305 ;  560. 
WASanraiOIf,  Otobob,  letter  to  Laurens,  19 ;  42 ; 

U I  lettara  to  Ulkx«tta.  61 :  81 :  U:  SS:  hit  fair  deal- 

tBcwttlitlMliidlHiii,10S:  M;  ktoVardnPoUqrtMi; 

d&tloa  IhimktoJtewwdi  AddHMb  AM;  dloiliio  to,61K 
"WAsaaaioy,  Cou  Jon    taa/bani  by  Brown's 

IBM,  WO;  SM;  kilM  at  Chart  lfeintaln,BiMl 
WA8HIKQ1DN  ClTT,  407 ;  IVauds  of  Floyd  and  Bailj 

» 410-11 ;  arrival  of  Col.  llayiM  at,  413;'  InAuguntion 
PraaldvJit  Lincoln  at,  421-2;  the  dark  days  at,  47a 
Wiuhington  SUir,  The.  citation  from,  329. 
Waix,  T.  X.,  iK-alen  for  C'ongrea.s,  .V.iO. 
Waynr,  Judge,  of  Ga.,  on  Dred  Scott,  259. 
WEusr-i-R,  Danibl.  78  :  his  reply  to  Havue,  86- 

7;  HH;  i>pt'ech  lit  Nlblo  s  Gnnlcn,  1.V2  to  'i.'a;  15S; 
VJ-1\  -Uri:  .s].,-.  rh  At  AMnitdon.  VM-  2i>r>-6;  iOT ;  >.n  liio 
FuKltiv.-  si.ivr  l,uw.  'Jio-ji ;  tii  ;  2ft):  271 :  letter  from 
Ctuunlii:;  t.i.  iCkI;  KTh;  .simm  lIi  at  BLltr<tlo,  4M;  AIL* 

Weed,  Tulhlow,  editorial  by,  360-61. 

Weiqutman,  Gol^  lulled  at  Wilson's  Creek,  6S2. 

Wbbtov,  Mo.,  a  man  tarred  and  feathered  at,  239. 

Wmhn  Reporter,  The,  (Mo.,)  citation  from,  238. 

WeBTPOKT,  Mo.,  Border  Ruffian  resolves  at,  239. 

"Wkktz,  Likct.-CJol.  killed  at  Kelmont.  397. 

WiSLEY,  Joat,  32 ;  70;  265,  601." 

Wbst  VlROiNlA,  479;  480;  population  In  1860, 
480;  reftiv.i  Ut  ^^ri-do,  etc..  518;  Plarpont  chosen  Gov- 
ern or  of.  MV  ;  L<-tchiT"»  .MoMsf;?,  619;  Fwleml  troops 
ont.r  l!i.>  Mato;  Purtfrflcld's  .Vddrcsl,  621;  battle  of 
PliillrM'l.  ''•il--' ;  "f  If '  h  MounUln..Vj-.'-H;  CbcntMunn- 
taln,  .Vj:!  ;  (':iriiif'  \  Ki  rrv.  r>2R;  Guysniliitt^-  (li-slrDved, 
tiid;  iKjutiJary  U-i»ivn  AVV'st  and  Old  Vlrsrinla,  52t. 

WilBGLiNO,  Va,  meeting  and  ConTention  at,  518. 

Wheding  JnteUigencer,  The,  citation  fivm,  622. 

WamiBT,  Eu,  63;  early  life,  eta,  58-9;  goes  to 
OeiMvl.'v  (V):  luv«&U  tb«  Cotton-Oln,  61;  letter  to  Ful- 
ton, to;  bia  death,  6& 

Whetb,  J.  VV.,  letter  from  T.  A.  Andrews  to,  367, 
Whitb,  Lielt.-Col.,  at  Camifex  Ferry,  625. 
Whitb,  Major  Frank  J.,  591-2. 
WmTFiEU),  John-  W.,  237;  240;  241;  Baeks 

arid  tiiirns  Owtratomle,  245. 

Whutieb,  Joan  a.,  poem  hj,  530. 


WiQFALL,  Lbwis  T.,  of  Texas,  .173 ;  448. 
Wn,co.x,  CJOL.,  wounded  at  Bull  Knn,  545. 
Wild  Gat,  Ky.,  Bebels  defeated  at  615-16. 
WiucBS,  (Upt.,  aeizea  MaBon  and  SUdell,  606-T. 
Wilkesbaure,  Pa.,  fugitive-slave  case  at,  Sltt. 
WiLLLAMS,  EUPUEMIA,  the  caftt?  of,  216. 
Williams,  Col.  John  S.,  at  Piketon,  Kjr.,  61f. 
WiuiOT,  David,  of  Pa.,  189;  319. 
WiLBOir,  Bbkatob,  of  Mass.,  309  ;  671-2. 
Wilson's  Zocaves,  at  Snnta  Rosa  Island,  MS. 
Wilson's  Creek,  battle  of,  578  lo  682. 
WiHTiiBOP,  Majob  Tbbo.,  killed  at  Bethel,  531. 
Winduattr  Vtrgmiaa,  The,  J.  H.  Mason  to,  479-8. 
Wm,  HBinrr  A.,  hla  preaeription  for  Abolition> 

l■t^  liS;  144;  148;  his  sfH'ech  in  the  IIoui^,  1«49, 
188;  opinion  of  JoiiD  Itruwn.  29S;  2M;  329;  cum- 
maads  the  Rcbols  in  W.st  Virginis,  (ttS;  884;  ent> 
innk*il  by  FUiyd,  etc, 

WnoONSur,  215 ;  300 ;  301. 

WiBTAB,  LiBiiT.-OaiL,  at  BaIl*B  null;  6S8. 

WiTHERSPooK,  Bit.  t  8.,  128. 

Wool,  Gen.,  sucoeedii  Gen.  Butler,  531. 

Wood,  Col.  A.  M.,  wounded  ai  Bull  Run,  5  15. 

Woodward,  Judge  Geo.  W.,  speech  at  the  Phil- 
adelphia '  Peace'  meeting,  868  to 868  ;  406;  48a 

WoBOBaatBB,  Maas.,  mob  vkileiioa  at,  IS6. 

WtaMTBAi^  Mass.,  Abolition  petition  from,  144. 

WlUGirr,  Col.  J.  V.,  killed  at  Belmont,  597-8. 

Wright,  Sih.s  f»l ;  nominated  for  Vice-Preai. 
dent,  164 ;  iionii n  .li  ■  1  fnr  ti^'.  .-rnor  of  Naw  Tori^  114 

Wya^idoi.  Kawum,  Ouuvoution  at^  250, 


Y. 

Yantet,  Wif.  L.,  his  non-interfercnw  ro.-olf* 

In  Ihu  C'4inr«ntt<>n  of  192;  allusion  to,  iSH;  wit^ 
druWA  fnini  llu-  ChdrliPlon  Cinivciitioa, il4 

Yatks,  Kuward,  on  !?lavery,  70. 
Yousu  Men's  Christian  A.sso('iation,  their 
twTtov  witb  tin  FlMldett,  4M-7  i  aUnaiw,  4181 


z. 

Zaoontt,  Major,  his  speech  to  liis  soldifln, 

Ml-2;  his  itrallant  charge  into  9pringfl«M, 'SM. 

Zeioler,  Col  ,  orders  thehouaeaof  8eo8adoiibt8 

at  Oaysadutte  to  be  burnt,  BM, 
ZOLUCOPreB,  Gkk.,  occupies  Gumberland  Gap; 

bis  dianatch  to  Maeoffin,  618:  captures  BarbooniTllK 

Ky.;  bis  depredatiuna  on  the  KcntnrkUaSk  (M:  Mr 

Mk^  aad  ladrtTaafreiB,  WUd-OK  814 
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